FAMILY SERVICE
for

HARVEST

SUNDAY 4 OCTOBER 2026

THE CHURCH OF ST ANDREW, SERVING
CHARVIL, SONNING AND SONNING EYE




Everyone Welcome!

Welcome to our Family Service this morning for Harvest. We are
collecting dried or tinned produce and cash for the Woodley Food Bank
during the service.

If you are hard of hearing, we have a hearing loop in church. Please turn
your hearing aid to the appropriate position to use it. Large print copies
of this service booklet are available.

Sunday Club and STAY aren't running today as it is Family Service.
Sunday Club (Reception to Year 6) usually runs on the 2nd, 4th and
Sth Sundays of the month in the Ark during term time.

STAY (Year 7 upwards) usually runs in the Ark every 3rd, 4th and
5th Sundays of each month in the Ark during term time.

The children’s area is open and toys are available for younger
children there. Please would parents supervise their children using
this area and tidy toys away afterwards.

Please do join us for refreshments in The Ark following the service.

To request more information about our church
activities please scan the QR code to the right

or contact the church office by telephone or email -
details on the back page.

If you would like to make a donation to the
ministry and mission of this church you can do so
by leaving a donation in the collection plate, using
the contactless terminal by the main church door
or scanning the QR code here:




The responses and prayers in BOLD type are said by the whole congregation

Please stand when the hymn is announced

Hymn (A&M 290)

We plough the fields, and scatter

The good seed on the land,
But it is fed and watered
By God’s almighty hand:
He sends the snow in winter,
The warmth to swell the grain,
The breezes, and the sunshine,
And soft, refreshing rain.

All good gifts around us

Are sent from heaven above;

Then thank the Lord,

O thank the Lord,

For all his love.

2. He only is the maker
Of all things near and far;
He paints the wayside flower,
He lights the evening star;
The winds and waves obey him,
By him the birds are fed;
Much more to us, his children,
He gives our daily bread.

All good gifts around us

Are sent from heaven above;

Then thank the Lord,

O thank the Lord,

For all his love.

3. We thank thee then, O Father,
For all things bright and good,
The seed-time and the harvest,
Our life, our health, our food;

Accept the gifts we offer
For all thy love imparts,

And, what thou most desirest,
Our humble, thankful hearts.

All good gifts around us ...

Are sent from heaven above;

Then thank the Lord,
O thank the Lord,
For all his love.

WELCOME

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord

Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.

This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Please sit for the notices.



CONFESSION

God our Father, we come to you in sorrow for our sins.

God of love, we remember before you the things we have done which
were wrong, and the good things which we have not done. We pray for
forgiveness and a new beginning, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We are assured of God’s forgiveness:

The God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ
our Lord. Amen

PRAISE

Please stand.

Let everything be said and done in the name of the Lord Jesus:
giving thanks to God through Jesus Christ.

Sing psalms, hymns and sacred songs:
let us sing to God with thankful hearts.

Open our lips, Lord:
and we shall praise your name.

We sing

The sun comes up, it's a new day dawning
It's time to sing your song again
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me
Let me be singing when the evening comes
Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul
Worship his holy name
Sing like never before, O my soul
I'll worship your holy name

You're rich in love and you're slow to anger

Your name is great and your heart is kind

For all your goodness, I will keep on singing

Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find
Bless the Lord, O my soul ...



And on that day when my strength is failing
The end draws near and my time has come
Still, my soul will sing your praise unending
Ten thousand years and then forevermore

Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul

Worship his holy name

Sing like never before, O my soul

I'll worship your holy name

I'll worship your holy name

Please sit for our reading

Galatians 6: 1-10

“Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the
Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you

also may be tempted. Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you

will fulfill the law of Christ. If anyone thinks they are something when
they are not, they deceive themselves. Each one should test their own
actions. Then they can take pride in themselves alone, without comparing
themselves to someone else, for each one should carry their own load.
Nevertheless, the one who receives instruction in the word should share
all good things with their instructor.

Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.
Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction;
whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.
Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will
reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let
us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of
believers.”

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The children gather at the front.

THE TALK

The children return to their seats



We stand to sing (A&M 489)

From heaven you came helpless babe,
entered our world, your glory veiled;
not to be served but to serve,
and give your life that we might live.
This is our God, the Servant King,
He calls us now to follow him,
To bring our lives as a daily offering
Of worship to the Servant King.

There in the garden of tears,

my heavy load he chose to bear;

his heart with sorrow was torn,
"Yet not my will but yours, ' he said.

This is our God, the Servant King ...

Come see his hands and his feet
The scars that speak of sacrifice
Hands that flung stars into space
To cruel nails surrendered

This is our God, the Servant King ...

So let us learn how to serve,
and in our lives enthrone him;
each other’s needs to prefer,
for it is Christ we're serving,

This is our God, the Servant King ...

Please remain standing

Let us declare our faith in God.

We believe in God the Father,

from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.

We believe in God the Son,

who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,

who strengthens us with power from on high.
We believe in one God;

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Please sit



The Choir will sing the anthem "Look at the world" (Rutter)

PRAYERS

We sit or kneel to pray for the world, the church and those in need.
These responses may be used:

Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

And at the end of the prayers ‘Merciful Father’ to which we respond

Accept these prayers, for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

We stand to sing (A&M 546)

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder

Consider all the works thy hand hath made,

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,

Thy power throughout the universe displayed:
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee,
How great thou art! How great thou art!

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee,
How great thou art! How great thou art!

2. When through the woods and forest glades I wander
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
When I'look down from lofty mountain grandeur,
And hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze:

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee,

How great thou art! How great thou art!

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee,

How great thou art! How great thou art!

3. And when I think that God, his Son not sparing,
Sent him to die - I scarce can take it in.
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,
He bled and died to take away my sin:
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee ...

4. When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation

And take me home - what joy shall fill my heart!

Then I shall bow in humble adoration

And there proclaim, my God, how great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee ...



Please sit - Birthday cards are given out.

Please stand for the final hymn when we will take our gifts of food and cash for
the Woodley Food Bank to the altar.

Hymn (A&M 282)

Come, ye thankful people, come, 3. For the Lord our God shall come,
Raise the song of harvest-home: And shall take his harvest home;
All is safely gathered in, From his field shall purge away

Ere the winter storms begin; All that doth offend, that day;

God, our Maker, doth provide Give his angels charge at last

For our wants to be supplied: In the fire the tares to cast,

Come to God's own temple, come, But the fruitful ears to store

Raise the song of harvest-home! In his garner evermore.

2. All the world is God's own field, 4. Then, thou Church Triumphant come,
Fruit unto his praise to yield; Raise the song of harvest-home;
Wheat and tares together sown, All be safely gathered in,

Unto joy or sorrow grown; Free from sorrow, free from sin,
First the blade and then the ear, There for ever purified

Then the full corn shall appear: In God's garner to abide:

Grant, O harvest Lord, that we Come, ten thousand angels, come,
Wholesome grain and pure may be. Raise the glorious harvest-home!

Please remain standing

Out of your storehouse O Lord,

you pour your blessings on all your children.
Yours is the earth and everything in it:

we give back to you what is yours with joy. Amen

THE BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face to shine upon you
and be gracious to you, the Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you
and give you peace and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Organ Voluntary



Come and join us!

e

The next Messy Church is

Sunday 18 October
from 3pm - 4.30pm
in St Andrew’s Ark

There will be a range of craft activities,
teaching, a story, songs
and a light meal for the children

For more details please contact
childrenswork@sonningparish.org.uk
or telephone the Parish office 0118 969 3298




cOND AP R TUESD
N

- ‘overlunch

To book your place or for more
information contact Hilary in
the Parish Office on

ofﬁce@sonnmgpansh org. uk
or 011 e




Parish News

WOODLEY FOODBANK - at today's service we are collecting non
perishable food or monetary donations for the Woodley Foodbank. If
you wish to donate via the bank please use the reference 'Harvest' and
send to sort code: 40-52-40 and account number: 00011793.

HARVEST EVENSONG - This evening at 4pm followed by a tea in
the Ark.

RENDEZVOUS LUNCH CLUB - Tuesday 13th October. The menu is
chicken with rice or vegetarian stuffed peppers, followed by carrot
cake and coffee/tea for £12. To book please phone Hilary on 0118
969 3298 or email office@sonningparish.org.uk

JUNIOR CHOIR 'COME AND SING' - Saturday 17 October from
2pm to 4.30pm in church. Ages 7+ welcome to come and sing and
see what it is like as a member of our junior choir. No experience is
necessary, just bring enthusiasm and a voice! For more information
please call the church office on 0118 969 3298 or email
music@sonningparish.org.uk

HOME COMMUNION SET - We only have one communion set,
which is shared by Jamie and a number of others. It would be really
helpful to buy a second one to be kept in the vestry. If anybody
would like to make a gift for this, perhaps in memory of a loved
one, please speak to Jamie.

DATES FOR THE DIARY

1st November - All Saints celebration at 10:30am followed by river
baptisms.

6th December at 4pm - Advent Carols.

20th December at 5pm - Nine lessons and carols.

FoSTAC CHRISTMAS PUDDINGS - An Ideal Christmas present —
The Friends of St. Andrew’s Church have revealed this years range
of puddings to raise money for various projects within the church.
On sale are Christmas Plum pudding serves 4 people (cost £10),
plus Luscious Lemon Pudding and Sticky Toffee Pudding. Both
serve 2 people (cost £7.50 each). Please contact Sally Wilson on
mustangsallywilsongi@gmail.com to reserve your pudding. We
can home deliver or arrange purchase in The Ark, after the 10.30am
service (with the exception of Remembrance Sunday).




Prayer Team and Pastoral Visiting

The Ministry Team are always happy to visit, pray for or take home
Communion to those in need. Please contact the Parish office if you would
like to arrange this.

We remember any who have died who are known to us:
Maurice Salter, Margaret Lisney

We remember any whose anniversaries fall around this time:
Christina Witherington, Percival Forward

The Week Ahead
Monday 5 October
10.00am Funeral of Maurice Salter Church
Wednesday 7 October
10.00am Holy Communion The Ark
Thursday 8 October
7.30pm Bellringing practice Bell tower
Friday 9 October
6.30pm Youth and Senior choir practice St Sarik
6.45pm STAY on Friday The Ark
Sunday 11 October
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) Church
10.30am Parish Eucharist Church
1.00pm Wedding of Benjamin Kiff Church
and Shona John

There is no Youth Communion

Parish Contacts

Vicar: Revd Jamie Taylor 0118 969 3298 - vicar@sonningparish.org.uk
Churchwardens: Ruth Jeffery & Helen Craig - churchwarden@sonningparish.org.uk
Youth Minister: Chris West 07946 224 106 - youthminister@sonningparish.org.uk
Youth & Children’s Minister: Corinne Robertson - currently on maternity leave

(in her absence please email queries to childrenswork@sonningparish.org.uk)

Parish Office Manager: Hilary Rennie 0118 969 3298 - office@sonningparish.org.uk

The Parish Office is open from 9am - 1pm Monday - Friday. At all other times please
leave a message or send an email and we will get back to you as soon as possible.
Hymns are reproduced by permission under CCLI Licence number: 219292




