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Everyone Welcome!
Welcome to our Family service for the Ninth Sunday after Trinity.  We 
particularly welcome the family and friends of Georgia and George 
Savage as their daughter Harriet is being baptised today.

If you are hard of hearing, we have a hearing loop in church. Please turn 
your hearing aid to the appropriate position to use it.  Large print copies 
of this service booklet are available.

Sunday Club and STAY aren't running today as it is the summer 
break.
Sunday Club (Reception to Year 6) usually runs on the 2nd, 4th and 
5th Sundays of the month in the Ark during term time.  
STAY (Year 7 upwards) usually runs in the Ark every 3rd, 4th and 
5th Sundays of each month in the Ark during term time.    
The children’s area is open and toys are available for younger 
children there.  Please would parents supervise their children using 
this area and tidy toys away afterwards. 

Please do join us for refreshments in The Ark following the service.

To request more information about our church 
activities please scan the QR code to the right 
or contact the church office by telephone or email - 
details on the back page.

If you would like to make a donation to the 
ministry and mission of this church you can do so 
by leaving a donation in the collection plate, using 
the contactless terminal by the main church door 
or scanning the QR code here:



The respones and prayers in BOLD type are said by the whole congregation 

Please stand when the hymn is announced

Hymn (A&M 650)

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with thee;
Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not
As thou hast been thou forever wilt be.

Great is thy faithfulness!  Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed thy hand hath provided,
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me.

2. Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above,
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.

Great is thy faithfulness!  Great is thy faithfulness ...

3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!

Great is thy faithfulness!  Great is thy faithfulness ...

WELCOME

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you.  
And also with you.

This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Please sit for the notices.

CONFESSION

God our Father, we come to you in sorrow for our sins.

God of love, we remember before you the things we have done which 
were wrong, and the good things which we have not done. We pray for 
forgiveness and a new beginning, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.



We are assured of God’s forgiveness:

The God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ 
our Lord.  Amen

PRAISE
Please stand.

Let everything be said and done in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God through Jesus Christ.

Sing psalms, hymns and sacred songs: 
let us sing to God with thankful hearts.

Open our lips, Lord: and we shall praise your name.

We sing

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness
I dare not trust the sweetest frame
But wholly trust in Jesus’ Name

Christ alone
Cornerstone
Weak made strong
In the Saviour’s love
Through the storm
He is Lord
Lord of all   						    

3.  When he shall come with trumpet sound
Oh may I then in him be found
Dressed in his righteousness alone
Faultless stand before the throne

Christ alone
Cornerstone ...

Please sit for our reading	    	 		  Matthew 14: 13-21

When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a 
solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the 
towns. When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on 
them and healed their sick.

2.  When darkness seems to hide his face
I rest on his unchanging grace
In every high and stormy gale
My anchor holds within the veil

Christ alone
Cornerstone
Weak made strong
In the Saviour’s love
Through the storm
He is Lord
Lord of all 



As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a 
remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they 
can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.”
Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to 
eat.”
“We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered.
“Bring them here to me,” he said. And he directed the people to sit down 
on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to 
heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the 
disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. They all ate and were 
satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces 
that were left over. The number of those who ate was about five thousand 
men, besides women and children.

This is the word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.

The children gather at the front.

THE TALK

The children return to their seats

Please stand to sing

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want;
He makes me lie in pastures green.
He leads me by the still, still waters,
His goodness restores my soul.

And I will trust in You alone,
And I will trust in You alone,
For Your endless mercy follows me,
Your goodness will lead me home.			 

3. And though I walk the darkest path,
I will not fear the evil one,
For You are with me, and Your rod and staff
Are the comfort I need to know.

And I will trust in You alone ...

2. He guides my ways in righteousness,
And He anoints my head with oil,
And my cup, it overflows with joy,
I feast on His pure delights.

And I will trust in You alone,
And I will trust in You alone,
For Your endless mercy follows me,
Your goodness will lead me home.



Please sit

THE BAPTISM
The parents and godparents stand.    
 
The minister says to the congregation  
Faith is the gift of God to his people. In baptism the Lord is adding to our 
number those whom he is calling. People of God, will you welcome 
Harriet and uphold her in her new life in Christ?  
With the help of God, we will. 

The minister says to the parents and godparents  
Parents and godparents, the Church receives Harriet with joy. Today we 
are trusting God for her growth in faith. Will you pray for her, draw her 
by your example into the community of faith and walk with her in the 
way of Christ?  
With the help of God, we will. 
In baptism Harriet begins her journey in faith. You speak for her today.   
Will you care for her, and help her to take her place within the life and 
worship of Christ’s Church?  
With the help of God, we will.  
 
Those who bring a child to be baptised must affirm their allegiance to 
Jesus Christ and his way of love, forgiveness and compassion. They must 
also affirm their rejection of all that is evil. Therefore, I ask you these 
questions:  

Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God? 
I reject them. 

Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?  
I renounce them.  

Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and from our neighbours?  
I repent of them. 

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?  
I turn to Christ. 

Do you submit to Christ as Lord?  
I submit to Christ. 

Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life?  
I come to Christ. 



Harriet, Christ claims you for his own. 
Receive the sign of his cross.   
Do not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified.  

Fight valiantly as a disciple of Christ against sin, the world and the 
devil, and remain faithful to Christ to the end of your life. 

May almighty God deliver you from the powers of darkness, 
restore in you the image of his glory, and lead you in the way of Christ.   
Amen. 

The minister leads the family, friends and children to the font.   
The minister pours the water into the font.  

Praise God who made heaven and earth, who keeps his promise for ever. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks and 
praise. 

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ was baptised in the river Jordan, 
we thank you for the gift of water to cleanse us and revive us. 
We thank you that through the waters of the Red Sea you led your people 
out of slavery to freedom in the promised land. 
We thank you that through the deep waters of death you brought your 
Son, and raised him to life in triumph. 
Bless this water, that your servant who is washed in it may be made 
one with Christ in his death and in his resurrection, to be cleansed and 
delivered from all sin. Send your Holy Spirit upon her, bring her to new 
birth in the household of faith and raise her with Christ to full and 
eternal life; for all might, majesty, authority and power are yours, now 
and for ever. Amen. 

Let us affirm, together our common faith in Jesus Christ.  

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 
I believe and trust in him. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again?
I believe and trust in him. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the 
people of God, and makes Christ known in the world?  
I believe and trust in him. 



This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith. We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

The minister pours water on Harriet, saying  
Harriet Campbell Savage, I baptise you in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen. 

May God, who has received you by baptism into his Church, pour upon 
you the riches of his grace, that within the company of Christ’s pilgrim 
people you may daily be renewed by his anointing Spirit, and come to the 
inheritance of the saints in glory. 
Amen. 

There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism: Harriet, by one Spirit we are all 
baptised into one body. 

We welcome you into the fellowship of faith; we are children of the 
same heavenly Father; we welcome you. 

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation. 
The old has passed away; the new has come.  

The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you. 
 
Let us offer one another a word or a sign of peace. 

Please sit

The Choir will sing an anthem.

PRAYERS				              Our prayers are led by STAY group.

We sit or kneel to pray for Harriet and their family, the world, the church and 
those in need.

These responses may be used:
Lord in your mercy.  
Hear our prayer.

And at the end of the prayers ‘Merciful Father’ to which we respond 

Accept these prayers, for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.



We stand to sing 

The splendour of a King
Clothed in majesty
Let all the earth rejoice
Let all the earth rejoice
He wraps himself in light
And darkness tries to hide
Trembles at his voice
Trembles at his voice

How great is our God sing with me
How great is our God and all will see
How great how great is our God			       

 
3. Name above all names
Worthy of all praise
My heart will sing
How great is our God
You're the name above all names 
You are worthy of our praise 
And my heart will sing
How great is our God

How great is our God sing with me ...

Please sit  

Birthday cards are given out. 

GIVING OF A LIGHTED CANDLE

A candle is lit from the Paschal candle and given to Harriet. 

Harriet, God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and has 
given us a place with the saints in light. You have received the light of 
Christ; walk in this light all the days of your life. 
Shine as a light in the world to the glory of God the Father. 

THE BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face to shine upon you 
and be gracious to you, the Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you 
and give you peace and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  Amen.  

2. Age to age he stands
And time is in his hands
Beginning and the end
Beginning and the end
The Godhead three in one
Father Spirit Son
The Lion and the Lamb
The Lion and the Lamb

How great is our God sing with me
How great is our God and all will see
How great how great is our God	



Hymn (A&M 708)

'Lift up your hearts!' We lift them, Lord, to thee;
Here at thy feet none other may we see:
'Lift up your hearts!' E'en so, with one accord,
We lift them up, we lift them to the Lord.

2.  Above the level of the former years,
The mire of sin, the slough of guilty fears,
The mist of doubt, the blight of love's decay,
O Lord of light, lift all our hearts to-day.

3.  Above the swamps of subterfuge and shame,
The deeds, the thoughts, that honour may not name,
The halting tongue that dares not tell the whole,
O Lord of truth, lift every Christian soul.

4.  Lift every gift that thou thyself hast given:
Low lies the best till lifted up to heaven;
Low lie the bounding heart, the teeming brain,
Till, sent from God, they mount to God again.

5. Then, as the trumpet-call in after years,
'Lift up your hearts!' rings pealing in our ears,
Still shall those hearts respond with full accord,
'We lift them up, we lift them to the Lord!'

SENDING OUT

Everyone who is baptised has a mission: to share God’s transforming love 
with the world. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. In the name of Christ.  Amen.

Organ voluntary

Please join us for refreshments in The Ark after the service



  Parish News
MESSAGE FROM MARY, BISHOP OF READING 
I am pleased to be able to inform you that Revd Jamie is returning to 
full-time public ministry on Sunday 9th August.  I had been due to cover 
the services at St Andrew's on 9th August, and Revd Jamie has asked that 
I still come to lead worship on that day, to preach, and to be with him as 
he resumes his ministry.  I will look forward to seeing some of you then. 
Please continue to pray for Jamie, Caroline, Alice and Annabelle.

SALLY GOODEY RIP - Sally was a member of our 10.30am congregation 
and we send our sympathy and prayers to her husband Glenn, daughter 
Tabitha and grandsons, Kit and Jos.  Details of Sally's funeral will be 
announced shortly.

AUGUST SERVICES - There is no choral evensong today or Youth 
communion on Sunday 9 August.

RENDEZVOUS LUNCH CLUB -  Tuesday 11th August -the menu is 
Normandy chicken  (a vegetarian option will be available) followed by 
lemon posset and tea/coffee.  The cost of the lunch is £12.  Please call 
or email the parish office to book.

LADIES SOCIAL - We have our next ladies social on Saturday 15th August 
2026. There will be 2 sessions 10-12pm and 2-4pm in The Ark. We will be 
doing sun painting; no prior experience is needed. There will be a cost of 
£10 per session, this is to cover the cost of materials, refreshments, and any 
surplus goes to charity. To book, please email the office or you can contact me 
on 07714 715716. Helen Craig

FoStAC WINE TASTING EVENING at Pearson Hall for a Wine Tasting 
event with an expert from Majestic Wine – Saturday, 19th September 
7.30pm   Ticket priced at £15 per person to cover the Wine Tasting and 
venue.  Please bring your own food of choice and any additional drinks 
as desired.   If you are interested in attending, please email Sally Wilson 
on mustangsallywilson@gmail.com or 07876 899513. 



Parish Contacts
Vicar: Revd Jamie Taylor 0118 969 3298 
Churchwardens: Ruth Jeffery & Helen Craig - churchwarden@sonningparish.org.uk
Youth Minister: Chris West 07946 224 106 - youthminister@sonningparish.org.uk
Youth & Children’s Minister: Corinne Robertson - currently on maternity leave
(in her absence please email queries to childrenswork@sonningparish.org.uk)
Parish Office Manager: Hilary Rennie 0118 969 3298 - office@sonningparish.org.uk
The Parish Office is open from 9am - 1pm Monday - Friday.  At all other times please 
leave a message or send an email and we will get back to you as soon as possible.

Hymns are reproduced by permission under CCLI Licence number: 219292

The Week Ahead

Wednesday 5 August
10.00am	 Holy Communion	    		    	 The Ark

Thursday 6 August
  7.30pm	 Bellringing practice				    Bell tower

Friday 7 August
There  is no Youth and Senior choir practice or STAY on Friday 
due to the summer break

Sunday 9 August
  8.00am	 Holy Communion (BCP)		    	 Church 
10.30am	 Parish Eucharist 			     	 Church
12.15pm	 Baptism					     Church 

Prayer Team and Pastoral Visiting
The Ministry Team are always happy to visit, pray for or take home 
Communion to those in need.  Please contact the Parish office if you 
would like to arrange this.
We remember any who have died who are known to us:
Sally Goodey, Christine Dudman

We remember any whose anniversaries fall around this time:
Eric Halse, Julie Card, Eric Sheppard, Paul Levi, Brian Fincham, 
Edward Emerson


