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Everyone Welcome!
Welcome to our Parish Eucharist service for the Third Sunday of Lent.  
Today we welcome the Archdeacon of Berkshire, the Ven. Stephen Pullin 
who will be taking our service this morning.

You will be guided by the welcome team to receive communion at 
the appropriate time. 
We have gluten free communion wafers for those with gluten allergies. 
Please let one of the welcome team know if you would like to receive one 
at communion.  If you are hard of hearing, we have a hearing loop in 
church. Please turn your hearing aid to the appropriate position to use it.  
Large print copies of this service booklet are available.

Sunday Club is running today in the Ark.  The usual Sundays for 
Sunday Club and STAY are:
Sunday Club (Reception to Year 6) - 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays of the 
month in the Ark during term time.  
STAY (Year 7 upwards) - 3rd, 4th and 5th Sundays of each month 
in the Ark during term time.  There is Youth Communion at 6pm 
tonight in church followed by a meal in the Ark. 

The children’s area is open and toys are available for younger 
children there.  Please would parents supervise their children using 
this area and tidy toys away afterwards. 

Please do join us for refreshments in The Ark following the service.

To request more information about our church 
activities please scan the QR code to the right 
or contact the church office by telephone or email - 
details on the back page.

If you would like to make a donation to the 
ministry and mission of this church you can do so 
by leaving a donation in the collection plate, using 
the contactless terminal by the main church door 
or scanning the QR code here:



The responses and prayers in BOLD type are said by the whole congregation
Please stand for the hymn (A&M 128)	 	    

Jesu, lover of my soul,
let me to thy bosom fly,
while the nearer waters roll,
while the tempest still is high:
hide me, O my Saviour, hide,
till the storm of life is past;
safe into the haven guide,
O receive my soul at last.

2. Other refuge have I none,
hangs my helpless soul on thee;
leave, ah, leave me not alone,
still support and comfort me.
All my trust on thee is stayed,
all my help from thee I bring;
cover my defenceless head
with the shadow of thy wing.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen
The Lord be with you.  And also with you
Please sit for the welcome, notices and wedding banns

	 			     Prayers of Preparation and Penitence
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart God 
will not despise.  Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion, and 
acknowledge our transgressions in penitence and faith.    
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you and 
against our neighbour in thought and word and deed, through negligence, 
through weakness, through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past and grant that we 
may serve you in newness of life to the glory of your name. Amen.

We sing the Kyrie eleison:
Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.

3. Thou, O Christ, art all I want;
more than all in thee I find;
raise the fallen, cheer the faint,
heal the sick, and lead the blind.
Just and holy is thy name,
I am all unrighteousness;
false and full of sin I am,
thou art full of truth and grace.

4. Plenteous grace with thee is found,
grace to cover all my sin;
let the healing streams abound,
make and keep me pure within.
Thou of life the fountain art:
freely let me take of thee,
spring thou up within my heart,
rise to all eternity.



Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Collect for The Third Sunday of Lent
Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ fasted forty days in the wilderness,
and was tempted as we are, yet without sin:
give us grace to discipline ourselves in obedience to your Spirit;
and, as you know our weakness, so may we know your power to save;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen

	  				       THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
New Testament Reading: Romans 5: 1-11            New International Version
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith 
into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory 
of God. Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know 
that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, 
hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been 
poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.
You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for 
the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a 
good person someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his 
own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be 
saved from God’s wrath through him! For if, while we were God’s enemies, we 
were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having 
been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! Not only is this so, but we 
also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now 
received reconciliation.

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand to sing the hymn  (A&M 143)

Here is love, vast as the ocean,
loving kindness as the flood,
when the Prince of life, our ransom,
shed for us his precious blood.
Who his love will not remember?
Who can cease to sing his praise?
He can never be forgotten
throughout heaven’s eternal days.

2. On the mount of crucifixion
fountains opened deep and wide;
through the floodgates of God’s mercy
flowed a vast and gracious tide.
Grace and love, like mighty rivers,
poured incessant from above,
and heaven’s peace and perfect justice
kissed a guilty world in love.



Remain standing  for the Gospel Reading:  John 4: 5-42 (NIV)

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John:   Glory to you O Lord.

So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had 
given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from 
the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon.
When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, ‘Will you give 
me a drink?’ (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)
The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. 
How can you ask me for a drink?’ (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)
Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a 
drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.’
‘Sir,’ the woman said, ‘you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where 
can you get this living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us 
the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?’
Jesus answered, ‘Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but 
whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give 
them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.’
The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and 
have to keep coming here to draw water.’
He told her, ‘Go, call your husband and come back.’   
‘I have no husband,’ she replied.
Jesus said to her, ‘You are right when you say you have no husband. The fact is, 
you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. 
What you have just said is quite true.’
‘Sir,’ the woman said, ‘I can see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshipped 
on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in 
Jerusalem.’
‘Woman,’ Jesus replied, ‘believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the 
Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what 
you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 
Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshippers will worship 
the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshippers the 
Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshippers must worship in the Spirit and in 
truth.’
The woman said, ‘I know that Messiah’ (called Christ) ‘is coming. When he comes, 
he will explain everything to us.’
Then Jesus declared, ‘I, the one speaking to you - I am he.’
Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a 
woman. But no one asked, ‘What do you want?’ or ‘Why are you talking with 
her?’



Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the 
people, ‘Come, see a man who told me everything I’ve ever done. Could this be 
the Messiah?’ They came out of the town and made their way towards him.
Meanwhile his disciples urged him, ‘Rabbi, eat something.’
But he said to them, ‘I have food to eat that you know nothing about.’
Then his disciples said to each other, ‘Could someone have brought him food?’
‘My food,’ said Jesus, ‘is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. 
Don’t you have a saying, “It’s still four months until harvest”? I tell you, open 
your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. Even now the one who 
reaps draws a wage and harvests a crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the 
reaper may be glad together. Thus the saying “One sows and another reaps” is 
true. I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard 
work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labour.’
Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s 
testimony, ‘He told me everything I’ve ever done.’ So when the Samaritans came 
to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. And because 
of his words many more became believers.
They said to the woman, ‘We no longer believe just because of what you said; now 
we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Saviour of 
the world.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.

Please sit							        The  Sermon

Please stand  						                              The Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him 
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was 
made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.



We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

Please sit or kneel				  
						            Prayers of Intercession
The end of each prayer concludes with ‘Lord, in your mercy’ to which we respond: 
Hear our prayer. 
And at the end: ‘Merciful Father’ to which we respond 

Accept these prayers, for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen.
				      THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT
Please stand for the Peace	
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who has given us access to his grace.  	 (Romans 5.1,2)

The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.
Let us offer one another a word or a sign of peace. 

Hymn  (A&M 595)	 			      Preparation of the Table
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart,
be all else but naught to me, save that thou art;
be thou my best thought in the day and the night,
both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light.

2. Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word,
be thou ever with me, and I with thee, Lord;
be thou my great Father, and I thy true son;
be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.

3. Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight;
be thou my whole armour, be thou my true might;
be thou my soul’s shelter, be thou my strong tower:
O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my power.

4. Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise:
be thou mine inheritance now and always;
be thou and thou only the first in my heart;
O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art.

5. High King of heaven, thou heaven’s bright Sun,
O grant me its joys after victory is won;
great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all.



Please sit 					             The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord is here:  His Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts:  We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God: It is right to give thanks and praise.
Father, we give you thanks and praise through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, 
your living Word, through whom you have created all things; who was sent by 
you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. By the power of the Holy Spirit 
he took flesh; as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, he lived on earth and 
went about among us; he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; he put an 
end to death by dying for us; and revealed the resurrection by rising to new 
life; so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people. 
And now we give you thanks because you give us the spirit of discipline, that 
we may triumph over evil and grow in grace, as we prepare to celebrate the 
paschal mystery with mind and heart renewed.
Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we 
proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever  praising you and singing:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the power 
of your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and 
wine may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; who, in the 
same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for 
you; do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it 
to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect sacrifice 
made once for the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty 
resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, we 
celebrate this memorial of our redemption.

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring before 
you this bread and this cup and we thank you for counting us worthy to stand 
in your presence and serve you. 



Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom all 
who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of 
St Andrew and all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever 
and ever.  Amen.
(Sunday Club parents please collect your children now)

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.

						               Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread.

						             Giving of Communion
Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which 
he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you. Eat and drink in 
remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith 
with thanksgiving.

We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord, trusting in 
our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. We are 
not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. But you 
are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy. 
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son 
Jesus Christ and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made 
clean by his body and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 
and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.
We sing:
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.

While communion is being taken the choir  will sing the hymn 'From ashes to the living 
font' (A&M 123) and the anthem 'Thou knowest Lord' (Purcell)

If you are a communicant member of any Christian Church you are welcome to take 
communion with us, or if you would prefer a blessing please bring this booklet with 
you when you are invited to the communion rail.



					                   Prayer after Communion
Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were still far 
off you met us in your Son and brought us home. Dying and living, he 
declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; we who drink his cup 
bring life to others; we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, so we and all your 
children shall be free, and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sunday Club tell us about their morning's activities

Please stand 						            THE DISMISSAL
Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, to deny yourselves, take up your 
cross, and follow him; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  Amen.

Hymn (A&M 708)

‘Lift up your hearts!’ We lift them, Lord, to thee;
here at thy feet none other may we see:
‘lift up your hearts!’ E’en so, with one accord,
we lift them up, we lift them to the Lord.

2. Above the level of the former years,
the mire of sin, the slough of guilty fears,
the mist of doubt, the blight of love’s decay,
O Lord of light, lift all our hearts to-day.

3. Above the swamps of subterfuge and shame,
the deeds, the thoughts, that honour may not name,
the halting tongue that dares not tell the whole,
O Lord of truth, lift every Christian soul.

4. Lift every gift that thou thyself hast given:
low lies the best till lifted up to heaven;
low lie the bounding heart, the teeming brain,
till, sent from God, they mount to God again.

5.Then, as the trumpet-call in after years,
‘Lift up your hearts!’ rings pealing in our ears,
still shall those hearts respond with full accord,
‘We lift them up, we lift them to the Lord!’

				  
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. In the name of Christ.  Amen.

Organ Voluntary



CONGRATULATIONS TO CORINNE AND MATT on the birth of their 
baby girl, Marie-James Robertson, born on Thursday afternoon.
If you would like to make a meal to drop off to help Corinne & Matt while 
they adjust to their new life with their baby, the meal train is now live and 
it would be appreciated if you would like to get involved - please sign up 
here: https://mealtrain.com/w42qm0 
Please contact Helen Craig for further information 07714 715716.

THE VICAR'S SABBATICAL - Those on the Electoral Roll with email 
will know that the bishop has invited Jamie to take a sabbatical and he 
has agreed, beginning on March 3rd until Palm Sunday and then for two 
further months in the Autumn. All clergy are entitled to this period of 
leave every 10 years and this will be the first time Jamie has made use 
of it. The Archdeacon of Berkshire will lead our services today and the 
expectation is that Revd Sam will have been given 'permission to officiate' 
from the Archbishop of Canterbury for future services. 

RENDEZVOUS LUNCH CLUB - Tuesday 10th March. Menu: lasagne 
or vegetarian lasagne followed by lemon posset & tea/coffee.  To book 
please call Hilary on 0118 969 3298 or email office@sonningparish.org.uk

EASTER LILIES - From Easter Saturday (4 April) we display lilies in memory 
of loved ones. Please place a suggested donation of £5 per stem in the office 
letterbox with your name and the name to be remembered. To pay by 
bank transfer please mark your payment ‘Lilies - your surname' and pay 
St Andrew’s PCC account number 00011793  sort code 40-52-40 and email 
Hilary the name to be included.  Closing date - Palm Sunday, 28 March.

EASTER SATURDAY BBQ - Saturday 4th April at 2pm.  We will begin in 
the church followed by an egg hunt, egg and spoon races, free bbq, tower 
tours and bouncy castles for all ages.  No need to RSVP just come along 
with your friends and family.  If you would like to volunteer to help on 
the day please email Liz Nelson on liz.nelson1@ntlworld.com

EASTER DAY - Sunday 6th April - The 10.30am service will be a Parish 
Eucharist and Family Service will take place instead on Sunday 12 April.

LADIES BREAKFAST - The Ark on Saturday 21st March 9-11am. It is an 
opportunity to meet and chat in a relaxed atmosphere with a short talk. 
There will be lots of lovely food and tea and coffee. Cash donations towards 
the food will be welcome on the day.  Please contact us via the office if you 
are coming and if you have any dietary requirements. Helen Craig 

Parish News



Parish Contacts
Vicar: Revd Jamie Taylor 0118 969 3298 vicar@sonningparish.org.uk 
(off duty Friday)
Youth Minister: Chris West 07946 224 106 youthminister@sonningparish.org.uk
Youth & Children’s Minister: Corinne Robertson - currently on maternity leave
(in her absence please email queries to childrenswork@sonningparish.org.uk)
Parish Office Manager: Hilary Rennie 0118 969 3298 office@sonningparish.org.uk
 
The Parish Office is open from 9am - 1pm Monday - Friday.  At all other times please 
leave a message or send an email and we will get back to you as soon as possible.

Hymns are reproduced by permission under CCLI Licence number: 219292

The Week Ahead
Monday 9 March
7.30pm	 PCC Meeting					       The Ark
Tuesday 10 March
12 noon	 Rendezvous Lunch Club			     The Ark
7.00pm	 Ladies Paint & Prosecco			     The Ark
 		  (helen.craig50@gmail.com for details)
Wednesday 11 March
10.00am	 Holy Communion	    			     The Ark
7.00pm	 Ladies Paint & Prosecco			     The Ark
 		  (helen.craig50@gmail.com for details)
 8.00pm	 Wednesday at 8  (gemmajanewest@hotmail.co.uk for details)
Thursday 12 March
8.00pm	 Thursday at 8  (helen.craig50@gmail.com for details)
Friday 13 March
  6.30pm	 Adults and Youth choir practice		    St Sarik
  6.45pm	 STAY on Friday				      The Ark
Sunday 15 March
  8.00am	 Holy Communion (BCP)			     Church 
10.30am	 Parish Eucharist - Mothering Sunday	   Church
  3.00pm	 Messy Church					      Church

Prayer Team and Pastoral Visiting
The Ministry Team are always happy to visit, pray for or take home 
Communion to those in need.  Please contact the Parish office if you 
would like to arrange this.
We remember any who have died who are known to us.  
We remember any whose anniversaries fall around this time:
Alex Bruce, Rita Woolgar, John Evans, Lorna Clarke, Eric Hall, 
Ian MacKenzie, June Hunt


