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Everyone Welcome!
Welcome to our Parish Eucharist service for the Second Sunday before 
Lent.

You will be guided by the welcome team to receive communion at 
the appropriate time. 

We have gluten free communion wafers for those with gluten allergies. 
Please let one of the welcome team know if you would like to receive one 
at communion.  If you are hard of hearing, we have a hearing loop in 
church. Please turn your hearing aid to the appropriate position to use it.  
Large print copies of this service booklet are available.

Sunday Club is running today in the Ark during the service and 
STAY will meet this evening in church at 6pm for the Youth 
Communion service.
Sunday Club (Reception to Year 6) usually runs every 2nd, 4th and 
5th Sunday of the month in the Ark during term time.  
STAY (Year 7 upwards) usually runs every 3rd, 4th and 5th Sunday 
of each month in the Ark during term time.    

The children’s area is open and toys are available for younger 
children there.  Please would parents supervise their children using 
this area and tidy toys away afterwards. 

Please do join us for refreshments in The Ark following the service.

To request more information about our church 
activities please scan the QR code to the right 
or contact the church office by telephone or email - 
details on the back page.

If you would like to make a donation to the 
ministry and mission of this church you can do so 
by leaving a donation in the collection plate, using 
the contactless terminal by the main church door 
or scanning the QR code here:



The responses and prayers in BOLD type are said by the whole congregation

Please stand for the hymn (A&M 532)	 	    

All creatures of our God and King,
lift up your voice and with us sing,
Alleluia, alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam,
thou silver moon with softer gleam:

O praise him, O praise him,
Alleluia, alleluia, allelluia!

2. Thou rushing wind that art so strong,
ye clouds that sail in heaven along,
O praise him, alleluia!
Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice;
ye lights of evening, find a voice:

O praise him, O praise him,
Alleluia, alleluia, allelluia!

5. Let all things their creator bless,
and worship him in humbleness;
O praise him, alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
and praise the Spirit, Three in One:

O praise him, O praise him,
Alleluia, alleluia, allelluia!

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen
The Lord be with you. And also with you

Please sit for the welcome and notices 

    				   				      Prayers of Preparation and Penitence

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ to save us 
from our sins, to be our advocate in heaven, and to bring us to eternal life. 
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep God’s 
commandments and to live in love and peace with all.

3. Thou flowing water, pure and clear,
make music for thy Lord to hear,
Alleluia, alleluia!
Thou fire, so masterful and bright,
that givest us both warmth and light:

O praise him, O praise him,
Alleluia, alleluia, allelluia!

4. Dear mother earth, who day by day
unfoldest blessings on our way,
O praise him, alleluia!
The flowers and fruits that in thee grow,
let them his glory also show:

O praise him, O praise him,
Alleluia, alleluia, allelluia!



Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you and 
against our neighbour in thought and word and deed, through negligence, 
through weakness, through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past and grant that we 
may serve you in newness of life to the glory of your name. Amen.
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Please stand to sing the Gloria in Excelsis
Glory to God, glory to God. Glory to God in the highest.
Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Glory to God, glory to God. Glory to God in the highest.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
Glory to God, glory to God. Glory to God in the highest.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
In the glory of God the Father.
Glory to God, glory to God. Glory to God in the highest.

Please sit

The Collect for The Second Sunday before Lent
Almighty God, you have created the heavens and the earth and made us in 
your own image: teach us to discern your hand in all your works 
and your likeness in all your children; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit reigns supreme over all things, 
now and for ever.  Amen

	  				       THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

New Testament Reading: Romans 8: 18-25            New International Version
I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory 
that will be revealed in us. 
For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be 
revealed. 



For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by 
the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be 
liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory 
of the children of God.

We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of 
childbirth right up to the present time.  Not only so, but we ourselves, who 
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our 
adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we 
were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they 
already have? But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it 
patiently.

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

Please stand to sing the hymn  (A&M 810)

Thou, whose almighty word
chaos and darkness heard,
and took their flight;
hear us, we humbly pray,
and where the gospel-day
sheds not its glorious ray,
let there be light.

2. Thou, who didst come to bring
on thy redeeming wing
healing and sight,
health to the sick in mind,
sight to the inly blind,
O now to all mankind
let there be light.

Please remain standing  for the Gospel Reading: Matthew 5: 13-20  (NIV)

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew:   Glory to you O Lord.
‘You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be 
made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out 
and trampled underfoot.
‘You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither 
do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, 
and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in 
heaven.

3.  Spirit of truth and love,
life-giving, holy Dove,
speed forth thy flight;
move on the water’s face,
bearing the lamp of grace,
and in earth’s darkest place
let there be light.

4.  Holy and blessèd Three,
glorious Trinity,
Wisdom, Love, Might;
boundless as ocean’s tide
rolling in fullest pride,
through the earth far and wide
let there be light.



‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not 
come to abolish them but to fulfil them. For truly I tell you, until heaven and 
earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by 
any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. Therefore 
anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches others 
accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practises 
and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For 
I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the 
teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.

This is the Gospel of the Lord:  Praise to you, O Christ.

Please sit							        The  Sermon

Please stand 							               The Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him 
all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate 
from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

Please sit or kneel				  
						            Prayers of Intercession
The end of each prayer concludes with ‘Lord, in your mercy’ to which we respond: 
Hear our prayer. 



And at the end: ‘Merciful Father’ to which we respond 

Accept these prayers, for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

				      THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT
Please stand for the Peace	

Christ is our peace. He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross. 
We meet in his name and share his peace. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.

Let us offer one another a word or a sign of peace. 

	 	    Preparation of the Table
Hymn  (A&M 546)

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
consider all the works thy hand hath made,
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,
thy power throughout the universe displayed:

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to thee,
‘How great thou art! How great thou art!’
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to thee,
‘How great thou art! How great thou art!’

2. When through the woods and forest glades I wander
and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur,
and hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze:

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to thee ...

3. And when I think that God, his Son not sparing,
sent him to die, I scarce can take it in,
that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,
he bled and died to take away my sin:

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to thee ...
							     

4. When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
and take me home — what joy shall fill my heart!
Then shall I bow in humble adoration
and there proclaim, ‘My God, how great thou art!’

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to thee ...



Please sit 					             The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord is here:  His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts:  We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God: It is right to give thanks and praise.

Father, we give you thanks and praise through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, 
your living Word, through whom you have created all things; who was sent by 
you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. By the power of the Holy Spirit 
he took flesh; as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, he lived on earth and 
went about among us; he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; he put an 
end to death by dying for us; and revealed the resurrection by rising to new 
life; so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we 
proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever  praising you and singing:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the power 
of your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and 
wine may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; who, in the 
same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for 
you; do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it 
to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect sacrifice 
made once for the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty 
resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, we 
celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring before 
you this bread and this cup and we thank you for counting us worthy to stand 
in your presence and serve you. 



Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom all 
who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of 
St Andrew and all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever 
and ever.  Amen.

(Sunday Club parents please collect your children now)

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

						               Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread.

						             Giving of Communion
Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which 
he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you. Eat and drink in 
remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith 
with thanksgiving.
We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord, trusting in 
our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. We are 
not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. But 
you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy. Grant us 
therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ 
and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his 
body and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and that we 
may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.

While communion is being taken the choir  will sing the hymn 'Soul of my Saviour, 
sanctify my breast' (A&M 462) and afterwards the anthem 'This is the day' (Rutter) 

If you are a communicant member of any Christian Church you are welcome to take 
communion with us, or if you would prefer a blessing please bring this booklet with 
you when you are invited to the communion rail.



					                   Prayer after Communion
Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. Dying and living, he declared 
your love, gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. May we who share 
Christ’s body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. Keep us firm in the hope 
you have set before us, so we and all your children shall be free, and the 
whole earth live to praise your name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sunday Club tell us about their morning's activities

Please stand 						            THE DISMISSAL
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  Amen.

Hymn (A&M 754)

O worship the King, all glorious above;
O gratefully sing his power and his love;
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days,
pavilioned in splendour and girded with praise.

2.  O tell of his might, O sing of his grace,
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space;
his chariots of wrath the deep thunder clouds form,
and dark is his path on the wings of the storm.

3. Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite?
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light;
it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,
and sweetly distils in the dew and the rain.

4. Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail,
in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail;
thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end,
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend.

5. O measureless might, ineffable love,
while angels delight to hymn thee above,
thy humbler creation, though feeble their lays,
with true adoration shall sing to thy praise.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. In the name of Christ.  Amen.

Organ Voluntary



Welcome to the Revd Sammy Thandi who will be joining our 
ministry team, once the Archbishop of Canterbury has granted 
him 'permission to officiate' in the Church of England. Sammy 
comes to us from Kenya where he also worked as a psychologist, 
specialising in teenage mental health. 

MATERNITY LEAVE - Corinne will be on maternity leave from 
Monday 16 February. We wish her and Matt well and offer prayers for 
a safe delivery of their baby. 
MEAL TRAIN - A meal train is being set up to support Corinne and 
Matt while they adjust to their new life with their baby. For those of 
you who don't know what this is, it gives the opportunity for anyone 
to make a meal and drop it off to help them.  If you would like to get 
involved you can sign up here: https://mealtrain.com/w42qm0 or 
contact Helen Craig for further information. Helen Craig 07714 715716.

GLORIA CLEVERLY RIP - We remember the family and friends of 
Gloria and assure them of our prayers.  Gloria was baptised in 
St. Andrew's and worshipped here for 97 years.  
Her funeral will take place Monday 9 February at 1pm in church.

JOAN PRATT RIP - We assure Jimmy and their children of our 
prayers at this difficult time.  Joan's funeral will take place on 
Thursday 26 February at 12.30pm in church.

RENDEZVOUS LUNCH CLUB - the next lunch club will be on 
Tuesday 10th February.   Join us for an opportunity to chat with 
old friends and make new ones. We meet every second and fourth 
Tuesday of the month.  The menu for the lunch is cottage pie or 
vegetarian cottage pie followed by pavlova and tea/coffee.  
To book please call Hilary in the Parish office on 0118 969 3298 or 
email office@sonningparish.org.uk

FRIENDS OF ST. ANDREW'S FORTHCOMING EVENTS - We have 
The Bourne Again Shadows performing at Reading Hockey Club on 
20th February @ 7.30pm with tickets costing £22.  This is followed by 
the Quiz and Fish & Chip supper (and AGM) on Thursday 26th March 
@ 7.30pm.  Tickets £20.  Please contact Sally Wilson on 07876 899513 
or mustangsallywilson@gmail.com if you would like tickets. 
FoStAC Trustees

Parish News



Parish Contacts
Vicar: Revd Jamie Taylor 0118 969 3298 vicar@sonningparish.org.uk 
(off duty Friday)
Youth Minister: Chris West 07946 224 106 youthminister@sonningparish.org.uk
Youth & Children’s Minister: Corinne Robertson corinne@sonningparish.org.uk
Parish Office Manager: Hilary Rennie 0118 969 3298 office@sonningparish.org.uk

The Parish Office is open from 9am - 1pm Monday - Friday.  At all other times please 
leave a message or send an email and we will get back to you as soon as possible.

Hymns are reproduced by permission under CCLI Licence number: 219292  

The Week Ahead
Monday 9 February
  1.00pm	 Funeral of Gloria Cleverly			   Church

Tuesday 10 February
12 noon	 Rendezvous Lunch Club			   The Ark

Wednesday 11 February
10.00am	 Holy Communion	    		    	 The Ark

Thursday 12 Febuary
  7.30pm	 Bellringing practice				    Bell tower
  8.00pm	 Thursday at 8 (helen.craig50@gmail.com for details)

Friday 13 February
  6.30pm	 Adults and Youth choir practice		  St Sarik
  6.45pm	 STAY on Friday 				    The Ark

Sunday 15 February
  8.00am	 Holy Communion (BCP)		    	 Church 
10.30am	 Parish Eucharist				    Church	
  3.00pm	 Messy Church					    Church

Prayers and Pastoral Visiting
The Ministry Team are always happy to visit, pray for or take home 
Communion to those in need.  Please contact the Parish office if you would 
like to arrange this.
We remember any who have died who are known to us: 
Gloria Cleverly, Joan Pratt
We remember any whose anniversaries fall around this time:
Tony Farnese, Mark Bodley Scott, Ernest Cunningham, Joan Wyndow, 
Eric Allen


