
t he church of st a ndr ew,  SERV ING 
CH A RV IL ,  SONNING a nd sonning e y e

PARISH EUCHARIST

CHRIST THE KING

SUNDAY 23 NOVEMBER 2025



Everyone Welcome!
Welcome to our Parish Eucharist service for Christ the King.
You will be guided by the welcome team to receive communion at 
the appropriate time. 

We have gluten free communion wafers for those with gluten allergies. 
Please let one of the welcome team know if you would like to receive one 
at communion.  If you are hard of hearing, we have a hearing loop in 
church. Please turn your hearing aid to the appropriate position to use it.  
Large print copies of this service booklet are available.

Sunday Club and STAY are both running today in the Ark.  
Sunday Club usually runs on the 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays of the 
month in the Ark during term time.  
STAY (Year 7 upwards) usually runs in the Ark every 3rd, 4th and 
5th Sundays of each month in the Ark during term time.    
The children’s area is open and toys are available for younger 
children there.  Please would parents supervise their children using 
this area and tidy toys away afterwards. 

Please do join us for refreshments in The Ark following the service.

To request more information about our church 
activities please scan the QR code to the right 
or contact the church office by telephone or email - 
details on the back page.

If you would like to make a donation to the 
ministry and mission of this church you can do so 
by leaving a donation in the collection plate, using 
the contactless terminal by the main church door 
or scanning the QR code here:



The responses and prayers in BOLD type are said by the whole congregation

Please stand for the hymn  (A&M 223)

All hail the power of Jesu’s name;
let angels prostrate fall;
bring forth the royal diadem
to crown him, crown him, crown him,
crown him Lord of all.

2.  Crown him, ye morning stars of light,
who fixed this floating ball;
now hail the Strength of Israel’s might,
and crown him, crown him, crown him,
crown him Lord of all.

3.  Crown him, ye martyrs of your God,
who from his altar call;
praise him whose way of pain ye trod,
and crown him, crown him, crown him,
crown him Lord of all.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen

Please sit for the welcome and notices.      				 

			     Prayers of Preparation and Penitence

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

God the Father forgives us in Christ and heals us by the Holy Spirit.
Let us therefore put away all anger and bitterness, all slander and malice,
and confess our sins to God our redeemer.	 	 cf Ephesians 4.30,32

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you and 
against our neighbour in thought and word and deed, through negligence, 
through weakness, through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past and grant that we 
may serve you in newness of life to the glory of your name.  Amen.

4.  Ye seed of Israel’s chosen race,
ye ransomed of the fall,
hail him who saves you by his grace,
and crown him, crown him, crown him,
crown him Lord of all.

5.  Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget
the wormwood and the gall,
go spread your trophies at his feet,
and crown him, crown him, crown him,
crown him Lord of all.

6.  Let every tribe and every tongue
to him their hearts enthral,
lift high the universal song
and crown him, crown him, crown him,
crown him Lord of all.



Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Please stand to sing the Gloria 

Glory to God, glory to God. Glory to God in the highest.
Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Glory to God, glory to God. Glory to God in the highest.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
Glory to God, glory to God. Glory to God in the highest.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
In the glory of God the Father.
Glory to God, glory to God. Glory to God in the highest.

Please remain standing for the Collect 

The Collect for Christ the King

Eternal Father, whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven 
that he might rule over all things as Lord and King: 
keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit and in the bond of peace, 
and bring the whole created order to worship at his feet; 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen

Please sit				  
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Colossians 1: 11-20         
Being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that 
you may have great endurance and patience, and giving joyful thanks to 
the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy 
people in the kingdom of light. For he has rescued us from the dominion of 
darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we 
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 



For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things 
have been created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in 
him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; 
he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in 
everything he might have the supremacy. For God was pleased to have all 
his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his 
blood, shed on the cross.

This is the word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.

Please stand for the hymn (A&M 489)

From heaven you came, helpless babe,
entered our world, your glory veiled;
not to be served, but to serve,
and give your life that we might live.

This is our God, the Servant King,
he calls us now to follow him,
to bring our lives as a daily offering
of worship to the Servant King.

2.  There in the garden of tears,
my heavy load he chose to bear;
his heart with sorrow was torn,
‘Yet not my will but yours,’ he said.

This is our God, the Servant King ...

Please remain standing	 for the Gospel	
Luke 23: 33-43
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke:  Glory to you O Lord.

When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along 
with the criminals – one on his right, the other on his left. Jesus said, ‘Father, 
forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.’ And they divided up 
his clothes by casting lots.
The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, ‘He 
saved others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.’
The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar and 
said, ‘If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.’
There was a written notice above him, which read: this is the king of the Jews.

3. Come, see his hands and his feet,
the scars that speak of sacrifice,
hands that flung stars into space
to cruel nails surrendered.

This is our God, the Servant King,
he calls us now to follow him,
to bring our lives as a daily offering
of worship to the Servant King.

4. So let us learn how to serve,
and in our lives enthrone him;
each other’s needs to prefer,
for it is Christ we’re serving.

This is our God, the Servant King ...
G



One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: ‘Aren’t you the 
Messiah? Save yourself and us!’
But the other criminal rebuked him. ‘Don’t you fear God,’ he said, ‘since you are 
under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our 
deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.’
Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’
Jesus answered him, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord:  Praise to you, O Christ.

Please sit							        The  Sermon

Please stand 							               The Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him 
all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate 
from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

Please sit or kneel				          Prayers of Intercession
The end of each prayer concludes with ‘Lord, in your mercy’ to which we respond: 
Hear our prayer. 

And at the end: ‘Merciful Father’ to which we respond 
Accept these prayers, for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.



				      THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT
Please stand for the Peace	

Christ is our peace.  He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross.  
We meet in his name and share his peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  And also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign or a word of peace. 

					     Preparation of the Table
Hymn (A&M 612)

Christ triumphant, ever reigning,
Saviour, Master, King!
Lord of heaven, our lives sustaining,
hear us as we sing:

Yours the glory and the crown,
the high renown, the eternal name.

2.  Word incarnate, truth revealing,
Son of Man on earth!
power and majesty concealing
by your humble birth:

Yours the glory and the crown ...

5.  So, our hearts and voices raising
through the ages long,
ceaselessly upon you gazing,
this shall be our song:

Yours the glory and the crown ...

		
Please sit 

        The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord is here:  
His Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts:  
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God: 
It is right to give thanks and praise.

Father, we give you thanks and praise through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, 
your living Word, through whom you have created all things; who was sent by 
you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. 

3.  Suffering servant, scorned, ill-treated,
victim crucified!
death is through the cross defeated,
sinners justified:

Yours the glory and the crown ...

4.  Priestly king, enthroned for ever
high in heaven above!
sin and death and hell shall never
stifle hymns of love:

Yours the glory and the crown ...



By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; as your Son, born of the blessed 
Virgin, he lived on earth and went about among us; he opened wide his arms 
for us on the cross; he put an end to death by dying for us; and revealed the 
resurrection by rising to new life; so he fulfilled your will and won for you a 
holy people. 
Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you and singing:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the power 
of your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and 
wine may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; who, in the 
same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for 
you; do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it 
to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect sacrifice 
made once for the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty 
resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, we 
celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring before 
you this bread and this cup and we thank you for counting us worthy to stand 
in your presence and serve you. 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom all 
who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of 
St Andrew and all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever 
and ever.  Amen.

(Sunday Club parents please collect your children from The Ark now) 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour taught us:



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.

		           Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread.

						             Giving of Communion
Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which 
he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you. Eat and drink in 
remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith 
with thanksgiving.
We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great 
mercies. 
We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. 
But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy. 
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son 
Jesus Christ and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made 
clean by his body and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 
and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen.

We sing: 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.

If you are a communicant member of any Christian Church you are welcome to take 
communion with us, or if you would prefer a blessing please bring this booklet with 
you when you are invited to the communion rail.
While communion is being taken the choir will sing the hymn 'Bread of heaven, on 
thee we feed' (A&M 430) and the anthem 'Cantine de Jean Racine' (Faure). 

					                   Prayer after Communion
Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were still far 
off you met us in your Son and brought us home.  Dying and living, he 
declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.  
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; we who drink his cup 
bring life to others; we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.  
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, so we and all your 
children shall be free, and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen.



STAY or Sunday Club tell us about their morning's activities

Please stand						            THE DISMISSAL
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  Amen.

Hymn (A&M 227)

Crown him with many crowns,
the Lamb upon his throne;
hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns
all music but its own!
Awake, my soul, and sing
of him who died for thee,
and hail him as thy matchless King
through all eternity.

2.  Crown him the Virgin’s Son,
the God incarnate born,
whose arm those crimson trophies won
which now his brow adorn:
Fruit of the mystic Rose,
as of that Rose the Stem;
the Root whence mercy ever flows,
the Babe of Bethlehem.

5.  Crown him the Lord of years,
the Potentate of time,
creator of the rolling spheres,
ineffably sublime:
all hail, Redeemer, hail!
for thou hast died for me;
thy praise shall never, never fail
throughout eternity.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ.  Amen.

Organ Voluntary 

3.  Crown him the Lord of love;
behold his hands and side,
those wounds yet visible above
in beauty glorified:
no angel in the sky
can fully bear that sight,
but downward bends his burning eye
at mysteries so bright.

4.  Crown him the Lord of peace,
whose power a sceptre sways
from pole to pole, that wars may cease,
and all be prayer and praise:
his reign shall know no end,
and round his piercèd feet
fair flowers of paradise extend
their fragrance ever sweet.



BABY DANIEL LAWRENCE RIP - Please hold Amelia, Clive and their 
son, Alexander, in your prayers as we gather for Daniel's funeral 
tomorrow at 11am. All are welcome. 

A MESSAGE FROM BOB PETERS - Many thanks for the very generous 
gifts, cards and good wishes that you sent me on my retirement as a 
Licensed Lay Minister in the Church of England.  There have been far 
too many for me to respond to each individually, so I hope that you will 
not be offended by this universal thank you.  Bob

RENDEZVOUS LUNCH CLUB - Tuesday 25th November.  The menu 
is beef lasagne or vegetarian lasagne with salad followed by chocolate 
brownie and ice cream and coffee/tea for £12.  
To book please phone Hilary in the parish office on 0118 969 3298 or 
email office@sonningparish.org.uk 

CHRISTMAS RENDEZVOUS LUNCH - Tuesday 16th December from 
12 noon.  Bookings are now being taken for our traditional two course 
Christmas lunch with wine and tea/coffee and mince pies for £15.  We 
will be singing carols accompanied by Jamie on the piano after lunch.  
Please give your name to Hilary in the Parish office if you would attend.

LADIES CARD MAKING EVENT - 26th & 27th November at 7pm in 
The Ark.  Lis Hobden will be helping to make silk cards.  The cost is 
£10 per person including all materials and refreshments (drinks and 
nibbles). Any profit will go to the Woodley Foodbank. To book or for 
more information please email the office or contact Helen Craig on 
07714 715716.  Helen Craig

LOST PROPERTY - If you have lost something do take a look in the box 
in the Ark porch or as you come into church, or please ask Richard Hogg 
(Verger) or contact the church office.

FRIENDS OF ST. ANDREWS - FoStAC are selling a traditional 
Christmas Pudding (serves 4) £10, a Sticky Toffee Pudding and Lemon 
Pudding (serves 2) both £7.50.  On sale in the Ark after the 10.30am 
service.  They are also holding an evening celebrating the music of The 
Shadows with ‘Bourne Again Shadows’ on Friday 20th February 2026.  
Tickets are £22.  The very popular AGM with Quiz and Fish & Chip 
Supper night will take place Thursday 26th March 2026. 
To buy puddings or book a place at one of the events please contact 
Sally Wilson on 0118 9793328 or mustangsallywilson@gmail.com 
FoStAC Trustees

Parish News



Parish Contacts
Vicar: Revd Jamie Taylor 0118 969 3298 vicar@sonningparish.org.uk 
(off duty Friday)
Youth Minister: Chris West 07946 224 106 youthminister@sonningparish.org.uk
Youth & Children’s Minister: Corinne Robertson corinne@sonningparish.org.uk
Parish Office Manager: Hilary Rennie 0118 969 3298 office@sonningparish.org.uk

The Parish Office is open from 9am - 1pm Monday - Friday.  At all other times please 
leave a message or send an email and we will get back to you as soon as possible.

The Week Ahead
Monday 24 November
11.00am	 Funeral of Baby Daniel Lawrence		  Church
Tuesday 25 November
12 noon	 Rendezvous Lunch Club			   The Ark
Wednesday 26 November
10.00am	 Holy Communion	    		    	 The Ark
  7.00pm	 Ladies Card Making				    The Ark
  8.00pm	 Wednesday at 8  (gemmajanewest@hotmail.co.uk for details)
Thursday 27 November
  7.00pm	 Ladies Card Making				    The Ark
  7.30pm	 Bellringing practice				    Bell tower
  8.00pm	 Thursday at 8 (helen.craig50@gmail.com for details)
Friday 28 November
  6.30pm	 Senior choir practice				    St Sarik
  6.45pm	 STAY on Friday 				    The Ark
Sunday 30 November
  8.00am	 Holy Communion (BCP)		    	 Church 
10.30am	 Parish Eucharist				    Church	
  6.00pm	 Sunday at Six					     The Ark

Prayers and Pastoral Visiting
The Ministry Team are always happy to visit, pray for or take home 
Communion to those in need.  Please contact the Parish office if you would 
like to arrange this.
We remember any who have died who are known to us: 
Baby Daniel Lawrence

We remember any whose anniversaries fall around this time:
Robert Feathers, Emma Owen, Ron Chrisp	

Hymns are reproduced by permission under CCLI Licence number: 219292


