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May Tree House, Sonning
Price Guide: £1,500,000

May Tree House is located in the picturesque village of 
Sonning and is a one of a kind family home; individually 
designed and carefully planned throughout you can 
appreciate the craftsmanship with intelligent and practical 
living in mind. The hub of the house is a truly impressive open 
plan kitchen, dining room and family room, it’s a space which 
splits the house front to back, fl ooding the property with 
natural light. Recently built in 2015 and fi tted to a high quality 
specifi cation, particular features include bespoke designer 
kitchen, designer sanitaryware, quality integrated appliances 
and a beautifully designed landscaped garden.

•  Modern built family home

•  Five bedrooms; Master and guest with en-suite facilities

•  Garden access from kitchen/dining/family room

•  Bespoke kitchen and utility room including fi tted appliances

•  Bathrooms fi tted with Villeroy and Boch sanitaryware

•  Landscaped gardens; EPC rating: B

0118 960 1000
sales@haslams.net   www.haslams.net

SONNING READING
5 MILES

HENLEY
6 MILES

MARLOW
10 MILES

WINDSOR
17 MILES

HEATHROW
24 MILES

OXFORD
40 MILES

LONDON
37 MILES

A Modern 
Family Home
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 — 8.00am Holy Communion
 — 10.30am Family Communion 
led by Lord Carey, former 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
followed by the dedication and 
opening of the Ark
 — PLEASE NOTE: There will be no 
evening service this Sunday

Sunday 14 May
 — 8.00am Holy Communion
 — 10.30am Parish Eucharist with 
Sunday Club
 — 6.30pm Evening Prayer

Sunday 21 May
— 8.00am Holy Communion
— 10.30am Family Communion
— 6.30pm Choral Evensong

Sunday 28 May
— 8.00am Holy Communion
— 10.30am Parish Eucharist with  
      Sunday Club
— 6.30pm Evening Prayer
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EDITORIAL DEADLINE
Editorial deadline for the June issue 
of The Parish Magazine: 
Saturday 6 May at 12 noon 

FRONT COVER picture
Two-by-two: St Andrew's Sunday Club 
children arrive for their first session in 
the Ark.               Picture by Nigel Leviss

Weekly and 
monthly services

 information — 1

Sunday 7 May

Thanksgiving
— 2 April, Isabella Mary Sawyer

Weddings
— 29 April, Alex George Easter
     and Lauren Una Cooper

Funerals
— 29 March, Sally Anne Coleman
— 3 April, Lorna May Clarke

From the 
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• Extensive experience in caring for persons suffering from
strokes, muscular dystrophy, multiple sclerosis, spinal
injuries, motoneuron disease, Parkinson's, Alzheimer's
and dementia as well as providing palliative care.

• All nurses and carers are fully trained,
insured and DBS checked.

Live in Care - Daily Visits - Respite Care

Henley Care Agency
Care in your own home

For more information or to arrange
a home assessment call Izabela
directly on 07849 897 052

Tel. 01491 842915
Email. info@henleycare.co.uk

CQC Registered Provider 1-341050661

theabbey.co.uk

Come  
and see 
for yourself
Renowned as one of the 
top girls’  schools in the UK, 
The Abbey offers an exceptional 
all-round education and unrivalled 
opportunities. 

Junior School  Senior School
Friday 5 May   Friday 28 April 
Christchurch Road,   Kendrick Road, 
Reading, RG2 7AR  Reading, RG1 5DZ

To book your place at one of our 
Open Mornings, please contact 
admissions@theabbey.co.uk

Sonning Parish magazine - April 2017.indd   1 22/02/2017   10:14:26

1-2 The Parade
Coppice Road

Woodley
RG5 3RB

Richard Lloyd Funeral Services
Independent Funeral Director

24 Hr Telephone: 0118 969 3033

www.readingfunerals.co.uk
enquiries@readingfunerals.co.uk

Telephone or visit Martin or Richard for free,
no-obligation advice at any time. 

Family-owned, Independent
Funeral Director

and Monumental Mason
serving all areas 
in and around 

Sonning and Charvil
Martin Ward

Funeral Director
Dr Richard Lloyd

Proprietor

• Traditional funerals; also horse-drawn hearses, motor-cycle hearse, 
designer coffins and environmentally friendly funerals, including 
wicker, bamboo and pine coffins, as well as woodland burials.

• Personal attention and no-obligation visits made by us
in the comfort of your own home, or in our office in Woodley.

• Golden Charter and Age UK pre-payment Funeral Plans and advice.
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The vicar’s letter
The Parish Magazine - May 2017 5

DE A R FR IENDS

I have recently re-read each of my previous annual church reports and as I 
reflect on almost nine years here I offer the following observations on some 
of the lessons that I feel we have been learning at St Andrew’s. These can be 
summarized by three words, all helpfully beginning with C!

CHANGE
Edmund Burke said 'A state without the means of some change is without 
the means of its conservation'. I firmly believe that the same is the case 
for a church. It was made clear to me by numerous people from within and 
outside of our church life that 'this parish doesn’t do change!' Looking back, 
I feel that there is a little truth to this but also think it is worth pointing out 
that most churches and indeed communities are exactly the same. While the 
core worshipping life of our parish church, our liturgy, remains mostly the same there have been many other 
changes and I believe these have been necessary and for the greater good. Some have not been easy to bring 
about and lessons in resilience and single mindedness have also been learnt by myself and lay leaders. However, 
there is no doubt in my mind that in order to preserve this beacon of faith at St Andrew’s for many generations 
into the future, we needed to accept that change was both necessary and healthy. It is superb that we have had 
a majority of the PCC over these years who have understood this and embraced it. 

COURAGE
In 2009 the PCC set its course and much of my time and energy has been invested in trying to implement that 
vision which flowed from the ‘Parish Profile’ document created in 2008 to recruit a new vicar. Archbishop 
Donald Coggan used to finish interviews with his clergy by saying 'don’t take care, take risks'. If our PCC 
hadn’t followed this advice and had instead followed the 'better not' siren voices there would have been no 
Ark or parish office, no new national award winning magazine with universal and free delivery and arguably 
no serious commitment to focusing on and investing in the urgent task of taking the gospel to children and 
young people. What has been needed is courage to take the plunge once the course was prayerfully set. In the 
same way, some difficult issues, which had arguably been avoided for decades, have needed courage to finally 
address, and now this has happened, the way is clear for new work and opportunities. Sadly there are too many 
examples of churches that, while full of good intentions, never reach their full potential because of a lack of 
courage to face down inevitable opposition to change. I thank God that I have been able to work with some fine 
and courageous colleagues on the PCC who have helped lay the foundations for all that is now planned. 

CONFIDENCE
Finally, I believe that we have been taught to have more confidence, under God, in what we are seeking to do as 
the church for Charvil, Sonning and Sonning Eye. Too many churches limit the scope of ambition that God has 
for them and often it is an issue of confidence. Yet if we truly believe that we are the body of Christ, and if we 
fully put our trust in God and his direction for our church, the possibilities are endless. I believe the magazine 
is a powerful symbol of this growing confidence, and was delighted to receive this feedback recently from 
someone who had seen it for the first time: 'it has a fantastic range with Jesus bubbling all the way through.' 
Praise be to God for that. 
     I perceive that we are now entering a new season as a church. I regard much of what we have been doing 
in these past years as preparing the ground, sowing the seeds if you like. The new facilities at the Ark will 
transform both our congregational life and our impact in the villages we serve. I am optimistic that the 
opportunities before us will bring about the sorts of changes that enable long term preservation. Of course 
the preservation I speak of is not in the sense of preserving the fabric of our buildings or of the way 'it’s always 
been done here'. No, I refer to something so much more important and that is the preservation of our witness 
to Christ in these three communities. His life changing good news is what we should be about primarily, and 
my daily prayer is that the next season for our church will bring forth a rich harvest. 
Warm wishes.
Jamie

RETURN TO CONTENTS PAGE
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RG
HEATING & PLUMBING

Family run local company
    for all types of 

domestic and commercial 
heating and plumbing

Oil, Gas and LPG 
Central Heating Installation, 
Boiler Servicing and Repairs

Power Flushing
All aspects of Bathroom 
Installation and Repairs 

Landlords Certificates carried out
Gas Safe Registered

FREE QUOTES
Mobile contact: 0796 772 8697

Landline: 0118 988 5077

Professional  
dog grooming and spa

For further information, or to book an 
appointment, please call

 07756 106 826
www.barksbubblesandbows.com

Located in Sonning-on-Thames         Mobile Service Available  

quarter_page_advert_v1.indd   1 09/11/2016   20:25

Design for Print enable 
communication, making 

better brochures, 
newsletters, presentations 
and much more. Whatever 
your print or design needs, 

why not try us! Just call 
Reading 969 3633 or see 

www.designforprint.org  

 

 
KINGFISHER   BATHROOMS

 
 

Quality curtains,  
blinds and soft furnishings 

Made to measure and fitted. 

TWYFORD INTERIORS
Stockists of all major fabric brands. 

Wallpaper also supplied. 

info@twyfordinteriors.co.uk  
www.twyfordinteriors.co.uk

0118 9349226

R. A. LAMB ROOFING
General Property Maintenance

Slating + Tiling + Leadwork + Guttering  

Re-pointing + Chimneywork + Flat Roofs

Plastic Fascias and Soffits

37 Enstone Road, Woodley RG5 4QU
Telephone: 0118 969 0097
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 the parish noticeboard — 1

St Andrew’s Church has been making the most of 
its membership of the Royal School of Church Music 
(RSCM). Two members of the junior choir – Nathan and 
Joseph May – recently took their RSCM Bronze Award 
exam and were both 'highly commended'. 

The photograph (above) shows them proudly wearing their 
new medals which were presented by Revd Jamie and 
Chris Goodwin, director of music at St Andrew's, during 
the morning service on Sunday 19 March. There will be an 
official presentation in Christchurch Cathedral, Oxford in 
November. Fellow chorister, Celeste Hexter, is taking the 
RSCM exam in June.

Nathan, who is the junior organ scholar, played Bach’s 
Prelude in C major after the service on 19 March before 
going to the Oundle for Organists 'Pulling out the Stops' 
course for young organists at the beginning of April, 
when he visited Cambridge colleges and Peterborough 
Cathedral. (See page 29 where Nathan shares this experience with us) 

Two other junior choristers at St Andrew's – Alice 
Taylor and Amelia Smyly – will be attending the RSCM 
Easter course at Exeter College, Oxford and we look 
forward to including reports on these exciting events.

On Saturday 6 May, the RSCM is holding a choral 
direction workshop in St Andrew’s led by distinguished 
conductor Jeremy Summerly. The St Andrew's Church 
choir will be taking part in the afternoon, leading up to an 
act of worship at 4pm. For further information about this 
contact Mary Delaney, the RSCM Berkshire secretary, on 
mary.delaney@btinternet.com

Later in the summer, a joint junior choir/Sonning CE 
Junior School choir will present a concert and an RSCM 
Young Voices Festival is being organised, led by Chris 
Goodwin, for Sunday 24 September. Watch this space for 
further details. 

Highly commended 

(Left to right) Chris Goodwin, Joseph, Revd Jamie and Nathan

Opening of the Ark
The opening ceremony and dedication of the Ark and parish 
office will take place within the 10.30am service on Sunday 
7 May. Rather than a normal family service this will take 
the form of a slightly shorter communion service, taken by 
the former Archbishop of Canterbury, Lord Carey. Then we 
shall make our way over to the Ark for the formal opening, 
the dedication of the building, given by Lord Carey and 
conclude with celebratory drinks (of the sparkling variety), 
hopefully on the new lawn. All are welcome but please email 
or telephone the parish office if you would like to stay for 
drinks to assist with numbers. Please note that there will be 
no evening communion on 7 May.

Ark Appeal
We are thankful for all who have given to the appeal over the 
last three years. We still need to raise some more money to 
get us to the target for the building costs and the essential 
landscaping and planting which was a planning requirement 
and so a special opportunity will be available during the 
opening of the Ark service. As the congregation make their 
way to the Ark during the celebration, rather than having an 
offertory collection in church, the parish office post box will 
be the receptacle for your gift. Please prayerfully consider 
making a generous offering to this new work that God is 
doing among us.

Family service birthday cards
As there will be so much going on during the 10.30am service 
on 7 May, the May birthday cards will be given out the 
following Sunday, after Sunday Club.

Terry Hunt
Terry Hunt stands down as churchwarden just after the 
opening of the Ark having returned to the role two years ago 
to help us out. Previously he had served for a five year term. 
I am incredibly grateful to him for many, many things and 
all those who have worked with him have appreciated his 
commitment, humour and insight. He has been a good source 
of wise advice to me and has helped steer us through some 
very significant chapters in the last seven years. I know our 
congregation have greatly appreciated his ‘front of house’ 
role on Sundays and he has been a welcoming presence to 
regulars and visitors alike. We are also most grateful to 
Wendy who has been a constant support to him. Jamie

Sonia Boyles
Sonia has now stepped down from her self-employed role 
as parish administrator although will continue with other 
duties, including helping me with the administration of all 
our weddings. It has been a real pleasure to work with her 
and I will always be thankful for the support she gave to me 
from the start of my time here. She has been a patient, loyal 
and hardworking presence in my ministry and I owe her a 
great deal, as indeed do the parish as a whole. Although she 
will have been on holiday at the APCM and therefore unable 
to receive a formal thank you, I shall be taking her out for a 
thank you lunch this month to express our sincere gratitude. 
Jamie

Refreshments following the 10.30am Sunday service
It has been great to see the Ark full of parishioners of all 
ages each week for refreshments after our main service 
at 10.30am. We were only able to host about 30 people 

turn to page 9
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BOOKING NOW BOOKING NOW

F IND OUT  MORE millatsonning.com(0118) 969 8000B O X  O F F I C E

DINNER AND A SHOW FROM £46!

MAGICAL MORNINGS OF STORIES & SONGS
Every Wednesday at 10.15am, pre-school children will 
be treated to stories and singing in the theatre, as well 
as colouring-in and dressing-up in the bar. Bring your 
little ones along for a magical experience, topped off 
as we turn the famous waterwheel. Due to popular 

demand, tickets will need to be pre-booked. Please call 
the Box Office on (0118) 969 8000. Entry is £3.50 per 
child (pay when you arrive). Healthy snack and drink 

provided for children.

Don’t forget the Waterwheel bar is open 11am-5pm, 
Tuesday-Sunday serving delicious drinks and snacks.

RETURN TO CONTENTS PAGERETURN TO CONTENTS PAGE

http://www.millatsonning.com


The Parish Magazine - May 2017 9

 the parish noticeboard — 2

The Archbishops of Canterbury and York are calling 
Christians of every denomination to be effective witnesses 
to Jesus by joining 'Thy Kingdom Come', a prayer initiative 
being undertaken between Ascension Day on Thursday 24 
May and Pentecost on Sunday 4 June. 

Praying for others to know Jesus is one of the most 
powerful things we can do. Persistent prayer for others 
brings transformation to their lives. As Paul writes: 
‘Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and 
thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may open a door 
for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of 
Christ, for which I am in chains. Pray that I may proclaim 
it clearly, as I should.’ (Colossians 4: 2-4).

As Paul says, consistent praying for others involves 
discipline, ie being devoted, and responding to what God 
is already doing in people’s lives, ie being watchful and 
thankful. We can pray for ‘open doors’ to point people to 
Jesus and what He can mean in their lives. We all have 
opportunities to do this, even Paul prayed as a prisoner!

The Archbishops are encouraging us to choose five 
people to pray for daily. Why not ask God to guide you, as 
you settle on five names? You could use this prayer:

Loving Father, in the face of Jesus Christ
 your light and glory have blazed forth.

Send your Holy Spirit that I may share with my friends 
the life of your Son and your love for all.
Strengthen me as a witness to that love 

as I pledge to pray for them, for your name’s sake. Amen.

Thy Kingdom Come

The Archbishop of Canterbury (left) with the Archbishop of York

For your prayers in May
— All those in the parish preparing for exams

— Those preparing for ordination this summer

— Plans being made for outreach work in the Ark

— The work of Christian Aid 

maximum in the St Sarik Room and are now seeing about 
80 staying behind to meet one another and to enjoy fresh 
filter coffee and other refreshments. As part of becoming 
a more welcoming and hospitable church we no longer feel 
it is appropriate to ask for donations for the refreshments 
especially bearing in mind there are nearly always visitors 
and newcomers there. If anyone feels they need to make a 
donation, please just increase your standing order or gift in 
the collection plate, although there is no expectation for you 
to do so. 

Furniture in parish office 
All of the furniture in the Ark and parish office has been 
arranged, for free, through Simon Darvall’s company, 
Business Moves. We are incredibly grateful. He also furnished 
the parish office and meeting room. The clergy office has 
been furnished by Perry Mills, donating some furniture 
from his company, and a sofa and chair have been bought 
using a legacy from the late Margaret Gregory who asked 
that 'suitable furniture be provided for pastoral work' in that 
room. 

St Sarik Room repairs
The PCC recently considered the progress made in restoring 
the St Sarik Room after the fire last December. A specialist 
contractor assessed all the movable content, cleaned that 
which could be made usable and condemned the rest. The 
building was also cleaned throughout and most of the smell 
of smoke has gone. The PCC is satisfied with the decisions and 
actions of the company.

One item gave concern, the Year 2000 wall hangings. As 
instructed by the insurance company, these were sent to a 
specialist of their choosing where they were prepared for 
close assessment at a cost of £2,000. The PCC was advised 
that to attempt to get the hangings properly cleaned and 
relined would cost a further £2,500. There was no certainty 
that this would be successful.

While the PCC felt that the right action had been taken 
in getting this assessment, they could not justify further 
expenditure that would fall to the PCC as the full contents 
cover had already been exhausted.

Work on rewiring and building restoration is progressing 
well. It is hoped that the room will be in use by early May.

Wednesday Communion
From the beginning of June, this weekly service will take 
place in the Ark, using the restored altar from the St Sarik 
Room. 

Christian Aid 
All our offertory collections on Sunday 14 May will be given 
to the Christian Aid appeal. If you are a taxpayer please use 
the envelopes provided.

from page 7

1. I can’t. I’ve just got married.
2. I’m too young.
3. There’s a lion outside, I’ll be killed.
4. Nobody will take any notice of me.
5. I have a speech impediment.
6. I’m not good enough.

How well do you know your Bible?
The following responses are to job invitations in the Bible. 

Who said it? 

 Answers: 
page 27

RETURN TO CONTENTS PAGERETURN TO CONTENTS PAGE
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STRAIGHT TALKING
Clifton Ingram LLP is your local, friendly, down to earth law firm. We 
combine a personal, no-nonsense approach with a full range of legal 
services for both private and commercial clients.

FOR PERSONAL CLIENTS

• buying and selling property
• family law
• employment issues
• personal injury
• tax planning, wills and probate
• legal disputes
• bankruptcy

FOR BUSINESS

• commercial property
• corporate and commercial
• employment
• debt recovery
• insolvency
• intellectual property
• dispute resolution

22 –24 Broad Street,
Wokingham RG40 1BA
T: 0118 978 0099

E: info@cliftoningram.co.uk

County House, 17 Friar Street
Reading RG1 1DB
T: 0118 957 3425

www.cliftoningram.co.uk

THE FUNERAL PEOPLE

A FAMILY BUSINESS  SERVING  
SONNING SINCE 1826

READING 0118 957 3650
HENLEY 01491 413434
CAVERSHAM 0118 947 7007
ALSO AT  MAIDENHEAD,  BRACKNELL,  WOKINGHAM,  THATCHAM

BESPOKE  FUNERAL SERVICE
FLORAL DESIGN & MONUMENTAL MASONRY
PRE-PAID FUNERALS & LATER LIFE LEGAL SERVICES
BEREAVEMENT CARE 

WWW.ABWALKER.CO.UK

The Homestead, Park Lane, Charvil, Reading RG10 9TR
email: sales@thebmgc.com

www.thebmgc.com

call us on 0118 934 5016

For cost effective, locally produced, quality graphics

10% of the value of your first order will be donated to the
new community hall fund when you quote Ref: BMGC-CH

• PVC banners
• Roller banners

• Posters
• Point of sale

• Shop signage
• Window graphics

• Exhibition systems
• Vehicle livery

• Signage for commerce
• Corporate branding

• Bespoke wall coverings
• Graphic design

• Installation services

RETURN TO CONTENTS PAGERETURN TO CONTENTS PAGE
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From 
the 
editor’s 
desk

The persecuted church and how to support it
 the parish noticeboard — 3

By Colin Bailey

A round-up of news items, features, and links: please read for awareness, and 
support through prayer and any further support - financial or otherwise

Urgent – Help feed starving Christians from South Sudan
Millions of people are at risk of starvation in famine-struck South Sudan. 
Hundreds of thousands have fled to neighbouring countries in a desperate 
quest for food. Uganda has already taken in more than 700,000 refugees from 
South Sudan, with an average of 3,600 new arrivals every day. But Uganda 
itself is in the grip of a terrible drought. Malnutrition-related deaths are 
expected from now until June. What the international agencies are providing 
is inadequate for health, and many babies have already died. To donate to the 
Barnabas Fund appeal call 0800 587 4006 or visit:  https://www.barnabasfund.
org/news/urgent-help-feed-starving-christians-from-south-sudan 

BBC: Double standards? 
In March, the actions of a Christian member of parliament were questioned 
because she came straight to parliament from a church service marking the 
start of Lent. Carol Monaghan, the SNP MP for Glasgow North West, came to 
a parliamentary committee straight from an Ash Wednesday service, where 
traditionally a small ash cross is marked on the forehead. The BBC then saw 
fit to run a story on its website under the headline: ‘MP Carol Monaghan 'not 
embarrassed' about display of Christian faith’. The BBC politics facebook page 
posted a picture of Monaghan wearing her ashes and asked its followers: ‘Was 
it appropriate for this MP to go to work with a cross on her forehead?' The BBC 
prides itself on its commitment to 'equality and diversity'. However, Barnabas 
Fund argues in its editorial, as far as  'equality' and 'diversity' are concerned 
Christians generally aren’t part of it. Full Barnabas Fund editorial: https://
barnabasfund.org/news/BBC-mocks-Christian-MP-for-keeping-Lent?audience=GB   

Iraq: The forgotten Christians from Mosul
Most of those who fled Mosul now live as internal refugees around Erbil in the 
Kurdish region of Iraq. It is not their home. The reality is that when Mosul is 
'liberated', and even when IS is defeated, there are likely to be vast numbers 
of Iraqi Christians who will still be refugees. They are the world’s forgotten 
people. Barnabas Fund in their editorial ask – 'Will cities like Mosul - where 
for centuries Sunni Muslims, Shi‘a Muslims and Christians lived alongside 
each other - ever exist again?' More information from Barnabas Fund editorial: 
https://barnabasfund.org/news/Editorial-the-battle-for-Mosul-Are-Iraqi-
Christians-the-forgotten-people 

UK: Freedom of religion alert - Christian pharmacists could be 
required to prescribe abortion pills
In a little-noticed move, the General Pharmaceutical Council (GPhC), which 
regulates pharmacists and pharmacy technicians, has slipped a proposal into a 
consultation document that would require Christian pharmacists to prescribe 
abortion drugs, and not to allow 'personal values and belief' to 'compromise' 
this. If this were to be included in the new professional code of conduct, any 
pharmacists who objected could be barred from the profession. Read more 
here: https://barnabasfund.org/news/UK-Freedom-of-religion-alert-Christian-
pharmacists-could-be-required-to-prescribe-abortion-pills?audience=GB

India: Christians target of hate crime every other day. 
The Evangelical Fellowship of India recorded 20 verified hate crimes against 
Christians in February alone, taking the total for the first two months of 2017 
to 38, more than one every other day. Full article on Barnabas Fund website: 
https://barnabasfund.org/news/Newsdesk-16-Mar-2017?audience=GB#india

When my 16 year old granddaughter 
was a baby her parents travelled the 
world with her. Every place visited was 
marked by a pin on a large wall map 
of the world. By the time she was 10 
years old I joked with her that it would 
be better to put pins in places she had 
not visited. Today we think nothing of 
jumping on a plane to go on a business 
trip or a holiday, but as Robert Lobley 
reminded us in his article last month, 
it is only in our lifetimes that this has 
become a reality. In the late 1800's, 
this magazine often carried lengthy 
feature articles about someone's 
adventures overseas - trips that had 
been made by land and sea. These 
stories, it seems, were avidly read 
by our readers who rarely travelled 
outside the parish.

Because overseas travel today 
is so common and like my grand-
daughter's map, there are few places 
in the world not visited, travel 
articles are not often a feature of 
this magazine. However, there will 
always be exceptions to that rule 
as you can read on page 19 of this 
issue. Prof Ali Driver, one of our 
regular contributors, is going on an 
expedition to a rarely visited place 
and he promises to write about his 
once in a lifetime experience when he 
returns.

With the opportunity for us all 
to travel to most parts of the world 
so easily there is the side-effect that 
sometimes we overlook the many 
interesting and entertaining places 
on our doorstep. In our last issue we 
published an article about Charvil 
Country Park, a place that is walking 
distance from my home but one I 
would not normally think of visiting, 
and in this issue Robert Lobley writes 
on page 17 about another excellent 
local place worth visiting. Between 
us we are planning to develop these 
contributions into a series so look 
out for future local places of interest 
to visit - and if you would like to 
contribute to this series please let me 
know.
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Hicks MOT & 
Service Centre
We offer a complete, well equipped,  

modern workshop for all your  
vehicle servicing or repair needs

WHILE YOU WAIT 

MOT TEST
AND SERVICE CENTRE

15 Headley Road, Woodley RG5 4JB

Tel: 0118 944 1808

	Private & Commercial Vehicle Repairs
	Air Conditioning Service
	Free Courtesy Car (subject to availability)

Open 7.30am - 
5.30pm (Weekdays)

Hicks  
Joinery Ltd  

Joinery Manufacturers.  
Wood Finishing 

Tel: Reading  
0118 969 0595

The Hicks  
Group

Hicks  
Developments Ltd 

Property Developers  
Tel: Reading 0118 969 0595

A Family Run Independent Funeral Service

24 hours service | Private client parking | Private chapel of rest  
Free home visits | Pre-paid funeral plans | Full written estimate 

Woodland funerals | Religious and non-religious services

Tel: 01491 573370
www.tomalins.co.uk  tomalin@btconnect.com 
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-On-Thames, RG9 1AG

Coeducational Day & Boarding School 
for pupils aged 11-18 

Luckley House School, Wokingham
T: 0118 978 4175 E: Registrar@luckleyhouseschool.org

OPEN EVENING
Thursday 8 June 2017, 6.30pm

OPEN HOUSE - Every Friday, 9.30am

Book online at www.luckleyhouseschool.org

CARPET FITTER

MICHAEL HODGSON
0118 901 1777 / 0784 158 6003

Fitted Carpets & Vinyl Specialist
Underlays & Fixings Supplied
Re-Adaptions & Restretches

Measuring, estimating & Planning
Carpets  ∗  Vinyl  ∗  Ceramic Tiles
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
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590,000

Total Raised       
£508,903

 Total to Raise       
£81,097

http://sonningparish.org.uk/hall-donations/

               Quantity       Height                  Pot Size         Price/unit 
Trees      
Amelanchier lamarckii      300-350cm 65L £299.99
Sorbus aria 'Majestica'      400-450cm  £299.99
Shrubs     
Buxus sempervirens       30-25cm   5L £14.99
Buxus sempervirens       30-35cm  10L £34.99
Ceanothus thrysiflorus 'Skylark '     60-80cm  5L £12.99
Choisya ternata       60-80cm 10L £29.99
Hebe rakaiensis       30-40cm   3L £9.99
Hydrangea paniculata 'Limelight'     90-120cm 12L £29.99
Erysimum linifolium 'Bowles Mauve'     30-40cm     3L £6.99
Erysimum linifolium 'Bowles Mauve'     30-40cm   3L £6.99
Myrtus communis       40-60c   5L £15.99
Rosa Bonica® (David Austin)      40-60cm 7.5L £18.99
Sarcococca confusa       40-60cm  5L £14.99
Sarcococca confusa       30-40cm   5L £14.99
Herbaceous      
Ajuga repans 'Catlin's Giant'      2L £3.99
Alchemilla mollis       3L £6.99
Anemone hybrida 'Honorine Joubert'     3L £6.99
Anemone hybrida 'Queen Charlotte'     3L £6.99
Aquilegia vulgaris 'Ruby Port'      2L £3.99
Astrantia major 'Shaggy'      3L £6.99
Bergenia cordifolia       £6.99
Geranium sylvaticum 'Mayflower'     2L £3.99
Liriope muscari 'Big Blue'       3L £6.99
Nepeta racemosa 'Walkers Low'      3L £6.99
Perovskia atrip. 'Little Spire'      3L £6.99
Perovskia atrip. 'Blue Spire'      3L £6.99
Sedum 'Autumn Joy'       3L £6.99
Sedum 'Matrona'       3L £6.99
Tellima grandiflora       2L £3.99
Conifers       
Taxus baccata       100-125cm  £29.99
Bulbs     
Allium 'Purple Sensation'       £0.40
Ferns       
Polystichum setiferum 'Proliferum     3L £6.99
Polystichum setiferum 'Plumosomultilobum'    5L £9.99
Grasses     
Calamagrotis acutiflora 'Karl Foerster'     3L £9.99
Hedges     
Taxus baccata       125-150cm  £44.95
  

2
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2
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52
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25
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21
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34
16

16
47
34
21
23
27
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16
27
24
13
18
22
18
16

1

85

27
21

23

77

LANDSCAPING PLANT LIST
If you would like to make a donation towards any of the plants below, 
perhaps in memory of a loved one or special occasion please contact 

Perry Mills at perry@oaktreeoffice.com or 0786 035 5457

Tranquillity is 
being restored
As this issue went to press, the 
landscaping around the Ark was fully 
underway. 

Trees in full bloom were appearing, 
and shrubs and grasses were being 
firmly planted out. Probably the most 
welcoming sight for many people will 
be the yew hedge that will soon restore 
the tranquillity and peace for which 
St Andrew's graveyard is well known.

By the time this issue is printed 
and delivered the lawns will also be 
laid and the Ark will be ready for the 
official opening and dedication on 
Sunday 7 May. 

If you are visiting the Ark please 
help us ensure that the lawns and 
plants have time to settle by keeping to 
the footpaths.

There is still an opportunity to 
donate towards the landscaping, 
perhaps in memory of a loved one, full 
details are on the right!

RETURN TO CONTENTS PAGERETURN TO CONTENTS PAGE
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WHITE MARQUEES
For hire

 All proceeds used for funds of 
1st Sonning Scout Group

Suitable for all events, 
parties, fetes etc.
We Deliver, Erect, 

Take Down and Collect!

Suggested donation of only £175
Discount for Registered Charities

Trefor 07789 880072
 Marquee@sonningscouts.co.uk

CHRIS   the plumber
I offer the same friendly, reliable service as 
always but in addition to general plumbing 
I now offer domestic and commercial gas 
work — boiler repairs, installations, fault 
finding, power flush.

Ask Chris Duvall for a free quote
christheplumber75@gmail.com 
0785 095 6354

Repairs not covered by Homeserve?
Speak to a tradesman, not a salesman!                               
Emergency call out available

3584769

MUCK ‘N’ MULCH

24 hour: 07831 437989  T: 01793 575100  
www.muckandmulch.co.uk

THE LOCAL COMPOST COMPANY
Organic all purpose horse manure compost

Fully composted and milled to a fine crumbly texture
Clean and pleasant to handle – Weed free & pet friendly

10 BAGS MINIMUM DELIVERY
Half Pallet: 35 Bags – Full Pallet: 70 bags

FREE DELIVERY & SPREADING SERVICE AVAILABLE

TELEPHONE
0118 934 3171
Wed-Fri: 9.30am-5.30pm
Sat: 9.30am-4.00pm

3 Longfield Parade, Longfield Road
Twyford  RG10 9AN

Home users & small businesses in the Wargrave, Henley, 
Twyford, Bray, Cookham, Bisham, Sonning and surrounding areas. 

At your office or home. One-to-One personal tuition, 
Advice, Set-up and Installation. 

PC Health-Check, Tune-Up, Virus & Spyware, Data Recovery, 
Email & Office, Broadband, Wired & Wireless Networks, 

Skype/VOIP & Webcams. 
Microsoft Windows, XP, Vista & Windows 7 Operating Systems. 

No job too small or too large 

Ladies and Gentlemen’s 
Hairdressing

For a helpful professional service

FIELDSPHARMACY
Wide range of health advice provided 

including private consultation area

1a LONGFIELD ROAD, TWYFORD RG10 9AN
Telephone: 0118 934 1222

Fax: 0118 932 0372
Email: fields.pharmacy@gmail.com

Whatever you want to store...

01189 404163
www.barn-store.co.uk Only 5 minutes 

from Henley on 

the Reading road

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase not 
coinciding, travelling, house building work, paperwork 
overload or just “de-cluttering” to sell your 
house more quickly - we offer a friendly 
and flexible service near Henley.
With competitive rates, secure 
storage all on one level, and hassle 
free 24/7 access, contact us now! 
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Planning Your Traditional Wedding?
Then you might like to discuss the 

possibility of marriage in our
ancient and beautiful parish church.

If so, call the vicar, Jamie
0118 969 3298

He will be pleased to help you!

In addition to the stunning and historic location in Sonning, we will work
hard to provide you with a memorable and moving occasion. We can

provide a choir, organ, peal of eight bells, beautiful flowers, over 100 lit
candles set in ornate Victorian chandeliers and the use of our beautiful

churchyard as a backdrop for your photographs.

Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

t h e  c h u r c h  of  s t  a n dr e w  S E R V I N G 
C H A RV I L ,  SON N I NG a n d son n i ng e y e

Apart from being close neighbours 
on opposite sides of Sonning Eye, 
and both being special community 
facilities, what do Caversham Lakes 
and The Ark have in common?

The answer, does not 'lie in the soil' 
as Arthur Fallowfield, alias Kenneth 
Williams, in the classic BBC radio 
comedy series Beyond Our Ken said in 
his West Country accent whenever he 
was asked anything. No, the answer 
lies in the gravel, an important 
construction aggregate that has been 
extracted from the River Thames 
floodplain between Caversham and 
Sonning Eye since the middle of the 
20th century. 

Originally the gravel was extracted 
by Redland plc which was acquired by 
a large French company, Lafarge, in the 
late 1990's. 

In 2013 Lafarge merged with 
Tarmac leading to Sonning Works 
becoming part of Lafarge Tarmac. 

Subsequently, the Tarmac 
operations within Lafarge were taken 
over by an Irish-based international 
group called CRH, so Sonning Works, 
while still being Tarmac is now part of 
CRH. Throughout all these changes of 
ownership, Sonning Works carried on 
as usual, extracting gravel.

Today many of the exhausted 
Sonning Works gravel pits are 
permanently flooded and form the 
Caversham Lakes which are managed 
through a trust fund by the English 
Sports Council. 

While the Tarmac business involves 
taking out valuable resources from the 
ground, such as the gravel at Sonning 
Eye, the company has a charitable 
policy of putting something back 
into the communities in which they 
operate, which is why they sponsor the 
Sonning Scarecrow weekend and give 
Sonning Regatta free access to their 
land. 

And this, of course, is where the 
Ark comes in. Tarmac, as part of its 
community support policy, generously 
donated £50,000 to the Ark fund 
raising project. This significant sum 
will help St Andrew's Church to serve 
our local communities in new and 
exciting ways as the Ark develops into 
a valuable community asset.

The outs and ins of gravel and the Ark

Two iconic images: above Caversham Lakes and below the cathedral-like roof structure of the Ark 
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Woodley Decor
Painters & Decorators

Established Since 1969

No job too small
All work guaranteed

For a free quotation, contact us on:
0118 969 6828

or visit our website: http://www.woodleydecor.co.uk
 

93 Western Avenue, Woodley, Berkshire RG5 3BL

Physiotherapy
at Twyford and Wargrave  

GP Surgeries and Neville Hall,  
Waltham St Lawrence

Private appointments available 
Registered with all major healthcare providers

Book online at  
www.fitandable.co.uk 

or call 01189340926

For more information  
email info@fitandable.co.uk

F&ASonningParishAdDec16.indd   1 17/12/2016   17:00
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The Museum of Berkshire Aviation 
is not far from our parish. You will 
know you are getting close when, 
in Woodley, the road names feature 
aeroplanes or aeroplane companies 
- Comet Way, Hurricane Way, and 
Miles Way. 

The museum is off Mohawk Way. 
The area, before being built up, was 
Woodley Aerodrome, home of a very 
important industry before, during 
and for some years after the Second 
World War. 

It is an amazing place to 
visit for all the family. The first 
impressions are of a long shed with 
two aeroplanes outside, one a folded 
up fighter from an aircraft carrier 
and the other a huge twin engine 
passenger aircraft, a Handley Page 
Herald. 

Inside, it's packed with smaller 
aeroplanes, many made at the old 
Miles factory and others preserved 
and hanging from the ceiling.

 There are replicas of famous 
planes such as the one Bleriot first 
flew across the channel, and models 
and photographs of important aero 
events including a large German 
bomb - explosive removed. 

You can also see an old helicopter 
and an early vertical take-off 
experimental plane. 

The whole building is crowded 
with extraordinary aircraft 
and photographic displays of 
famous visitors and aeronautical 
personalities of the past. 

Frederick and Blossom Miles 
ran the Miles Company at Woodley, 
designing and flying planes for 
pleasure and for war. 

Amy Johnson was a frequent flyer 
from Woodley. Charles Lindberg, 
who was the first man to fly across 
the Atlantic, was another visitor who 

commissioned and bought a Miles 
aircraft. 

Outside you can climb up the 
steps and board the Handley Page 
Herald. Inside are the passenger 
seats and the open pilot’s cabin 
which are all fascinating for young 
and old. 

The Herald seems a large 
aeroplane seating 22 passengers, 
but of course, compared with the 
present day’s huge giants thundering 
overhead with 500 plus passengers, 
it is tiny and makes one realise how 
much has changed in the last 50 
years. 

I thoroughly recommend a visit to 
the Berkshire Aviation Museum. It is 
an exciting place to visit for all ages 
who are interested in the history of 
past aviation. 

Local Days Out: Museum of Berkshire Aviation
Last month we suggested a good 
local place to visit was Charvil 
Country Park. Not far from here is 
another place well worth a visit - 
the Museum of Berkshire Aviation 
in Woodley. We plan to feature 
other local places of interest in 
future issues - editor.

By Robert Lobley

Museum of Berkshire Aviation
Mohawk Way (off The Bader Way)
Woodley RG5 4UE

Telephone: 0118 944 8089

Handley Page Herald

Hanging from the roof!

Fighter with folded wings

The 'Big Shed' at the Museum of Berkshire Aviation is cluttered with aircraft

Summer Opening Times 
(until Sunday 29 October) 
Saturdays, Sundays, Wednesdays, and 
Bank Holidays: 10.30am - 5pm; 

Admission 
Adult: £3.50            Senior citizen: £2.50
Children: £2.50       
Family: £8.50 (2 adults,up to 3 children)

Fly for 12 shillings and 6 pence poster
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The Window Cleaner 
 

 Interior & exterior  
 All windows, frames, sills & doors 
 Conservatory cleaning 
 Fully insured 
 
 

We provide a reliable, professional service, ensuring that 
your home will sparkle.  For a free quote call or email 
 

07967 004426 
 thewindowcleaner1@googlemail.com 

Plumbing & Decorating Service

Full Interior and Exterior Decorating
Reliable, Clean and Efficient

DAVID SHAILES

Complete Project Refurbishment
Repairs to Bathroom Suites, Showers
Toilets, Basins, Radiators and more ...

   0770 860 2442              i.plumber@btinternet.com
www.iplumberuk.com

M A R R Y  H A P P Y

THE GREAT HOUSE, THAMES STREET,  SONNING-ON-THAMES, BERKSHIRE,  RG4 6UT  

0118 9692277  |  WWW.GREATHOUSEATSONNING.CO.UK  |  MARRY@GREATHOUSEATSONNING.CO.UK
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When night fell in my leafy boyhood 
Laurie Lee world of Cotswold, 
Gloucestershire, I would immerse 
myself in the wonderful adventures 
of Willard Price, author of African 
Adventure, Amazon Adventure, 
Whale Adventure, Gorilla Adventure 
and many more. I devoured them over 
and over, imagining myself as one of 
those intrepid and fearless biologist-
explorers. 

Little did I know that many years later 
I would meet just such a hero and end 
up joining him on a real-life adventure 
potentially every bit as fascinating as 
those childhood stories. 

The hero in question is the 
legendary Col John Blashford-Snell, 
president of the Scientific Exploration 
Society (SES) and founder of Operation 
Drake and Operation Raleigh. 'JBS' is a 
classic old-school explorer, clad in pith 
helmet and khaki shirt and shorts, tall 
and strong, fearless and forthright - 
and amazingly, at the age of 80, still 
leading expeditions every year to 
remote corners of the planet after 50 
years of exploration.

Among his many achievements is 
the first descent of the Upper Blue Nile 
in 1968 during which the team tackled 
massive rapids with no previous 
experience in a prototype raft, were 
attacked by bandits shooting at them 
from the riverbank and had to ward off 
hungry Nile crocodiles! 

I have known JBS for many years, 
through our mutual interest in water 
vole conservation (a story for another 
day!) and he has been encouraging me 
to join him on one of his adventures 
for some time so, when I retired 
from the Environment Agency last 
September, he invited me on the next 
SES expedition to the Colombian 
Amazon. I jumped at the opportunity. 

After many weeks of preparation, 
the 15 strong expedition team will be 
setting off on 10 May to the bustling 
river port of Leticia on the northern 
bank of the mighty River Amazon in 
the southern tip of Colombia at the 
junction with Brazil and Peru. From 
there we travel by boat to remote 
Amerindian villages along the Rio 
Loyeto Yacu, surrounded by dense 
jungle for hundreds of miles in every 
direction and inhabited by scattered 
settlements of the Ticuna people. 

During an SES recce in 2017 these 
indigenous tribes asked for assistance 
with educational materials, dental 
treatment, reading glasses, solar 
power and water filtration. Their most 
pressing need is for an ambulance 
boat to carry urgent cases quickly to 
the hospital in Leticia and so SES has 
raised the funds for an 8 metre craft 
with outboard motor to carry 4-5 
people. We will deliver it to a tribal 
chief in the area during our visit.  

The expedition team is a mixture 
of people with a wide range of skills, 
including doctors, dentists, engineers 
and biologists.

My role will be to lead a small 
team of biologists who will record 
and photograph as much of the 
wildlife as possible and advise on the 
development of educational materials 
about the wildlife of the area for local 
children. I will also ensure that we 
catalogue all the images of the wildlife 
and pass them on to key organisations 
for them to follow up on as they see fit. 

This is a largely unexplored corner 
of the world and so there is every 
chance that we will discover previously 
unclassified species, especially insects 
which is a particularly exciting aspect 
of the trip for me personally. In order 
to photograph such species, we will 
be setting up remote camera traps - 
some Sonning residents will be aware 
of this because I have been practising 
with these traps in their gardens! We 
will also use pitfall traps for ground 
dwelling insects, reptiles, amphibians 
etc, and light traps for nocturnal 
insects. 

Among our target species will 
be jaguars, tapirs, giant otters and 
anaconda and we will no doubt see 
plenty of caiman and the incredible 
pink river dolphins - bota - that are 
known to be in that region. 

The water tiger in the heading 
is a term which we have been given 
for what I suspect is a particularly 
aggressive population of jaguars that 
are encountered by native peoples 
during hunting forays. 

I will return - hopefully! - from this 
trip in early June and report back in a 
future article on our findings. 

In search of the water tiger By Professor Alastair Driver

JBS and golden eagle, Western Mongolia 2016

Col John Blashford-Snell (left) on the Blue Nile in 1968 and (right) in Costa Rica 2015
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Two-by-two children of all ages move in to St Andrew's Ark for the first time
Of all the 'firsts' for the Ark, the 
most moving has been the sight 
of the children from St Andrew's 
Sunday Club leaving church, two-by 
two, on Sunday 26 March to hold 
their first ever session in our new 
hall.

There have been a series of 'first' 
events to be held in the Ark, both 
small and large. Other 'firsts' include 
the first ministry team meeting, the 
first PCC meeting, the first annual 
marriage preparation session and the 
first after service refreshments served 
from the newly equipped kitchen. 

The Sunday Club children and 
their leaders were extremely excited 
by their new facility which means 
the different age groups can have fun 
together as a single group as well as 
forming smaller age-related groups 
for appropriate learning activities.

Not to miss out on an opportunity 
of recording a two-by-two entry in the 
Ark, the congregation on their first 
visit for after service refreshments 
also made the short walk from the 
church in the same fashion.

Shortly after we go to press with 
this issue the first family parish meal 
will be held in the Ark with 77 people 
- adults and children - sitting down 
to share in a family Passover. There 
will be more about this in our next 
issue, as well, of course, as the official 
opening and dedication of the Ark 
which takes place during a Family 
Communion service starting at 
10.30am on Sunday 7 May. The service 
will be led by Lord Carey, the former 
Archbishop of Canterbury.

If you are planning to stay on after 
the ceremony for a celebratory drink 
please email or telephone the parish 
office - this will help us with the 
catering.

Lord and Lady Carey, pictured above in April 
2016, when the Ark was still at a very early 
stage of construction.
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Two-by-two children of all ages move in to St Andrew's Ark for the first time

Pictures inside the Ark  by Nigel Leviss
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The Bull Inn, Sonning on Thames 
 

Great food, award-winning cask ale, 
service with a smile, seven stylish bedrooms 

 
 

Berkshire RG4 6UP, T: 0118 969 3901 
e: bullinn@fullers.co.uk   www.bullinnsonning.co.uk  

Father’s Day –  
Sunday 18th June 
Now taking bookings 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Chef’s Seasonal Signature dish 

for May 
Tea & Hop Smoked Haddock, 

Jersey royals, spinach, soft egg & 
hollandaise, with a drink £16.95 

(house wine, soft drink, Fuller’s ale) 
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My main carer 
is very good, she 

is wonderful,
 like a friend

The managers 
are approchable 
and supportive

I love care work 
and being around 

to help people

The training gives 
you confidence to 

learn more

Home Carers Wanted!
Bridges Home Care is growing...  

Rated highly by customers... Staff and the profession...  
Providing quality care in the Oxfordshire area...  

Why not join our close knit team? 

n✔  Full training given
n✔  Existing skills   
 & experience valued
n✔  Guaranteed work,  
 local area 

n✔  Paid travel time   
 (use of car required)
n✔  Flexible hours or  
 shifts available
n✔  Supportive hands-on  
 management

Bridges ticks all the boxes

UKHCA Supported by Oxfordshire County Council

Oxfordshire Association
of Care Providers

An independent company  rated good by Care Quality  Commission, our customers and staff alike.

If you think this might be for you, find out more...  
call Bonny or Wendy on 01491 578758 

or email bonny@bridgeshomecare.co.uk  
visit www.bridgeshomecare.co.uk

Full hospitality for up to four people in an executive 
box at the Madejski Stadium, Reading. This offer 
is for any football game next season 2017/2018 of 
your choice, courtesy of the Business Moves Group 
who kindly donated this prize. So with Reading 
still in the play offs at the moment there could be 
premiership football next season! So the likes of 
Manchester United, Chelsea could be playing at the 
Mad Stad....Starting bid £400.

Online auction to take the Ark over the finish line
As part of the final effort to reach the target of £590,000 
towards the Ark, the St Andrew's Church fund raising 
committee is holding an online auction of promises 
starting on Sunday 7 May with bidding closing at 9pm on 
Sunday 11 June.

There is a growing list of items to bid for ranging from 
having the vicar, Jamie Taylor, acting as your waiter for a 
dinner party to hospitality at the Madejski Stadium. The 
full list which includes, gardening services, dog grooming, 
church tower tours, arts and crafts, household equipment, 
cake making and more, can be seen at:

https://auctionofpromises.com/2017AuctionforTheArk

If you would like to add to the list of promises being 
auctioned contact Kat Jackson: Kat_Jackson@hotmail.co.uk 

This unique history of our parish as seen through the 
pages of The Parish Magazine since it was first published 
in 1869 is still available at £14.95 per volume. Gordon 
Nutbrown has carefully selected extracts from the 
magazine archives to reflect the characters, and the 
social, religious, political and technological changes that 
have shaped life in our parish. If you have any connection 
with the parish, you won't fail to find a connection in 
these books! They can be obtained from: Brighton’s 
Newsagents in Woodley and Twyford, Pat Livesey on 0118 
961 8017 or on Amazon.co.uk.

A unique three-part 
history of your parish
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Drop in for a tour today, or call us on
0118 944 4300 to fi nd out more.

Sunrise of Sonning, Old Bath Road, Sonning, Berkshire RG4 6TQ

sunrise-care.co.uk/sonning

A Brighter Approach
to Senior Living

When it comes to senior care, Sunrise continues to set the standard. 
Our expertly trained staff and the high quality personalised care we 
offer are changing the way people view senior living.

Whether it’s assisted living, nursing or specialist dementia care, 
everything we do is born from a commitment to providing only
the very best care to older people.

ADV_SON_0115_ParishMagazine_01.indd   1 07/01/2015   10:58

READING BLUE COAT SCHOOL
An Independent Day School for Boys, with a Co-Educational Sixth Form

You won’t know unless 
you try!

Contact us for an informal chat with our 
Admissions team

0118 944 1005 • www.rbcs.org.uk
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Following the success of last year's fund raising concert 
(pictured above) Age Concern Twyford & District 
are holding a summer evening concert at 7.30pm on 
Saturday 10 June at the Piggott School. 

The concert will feature the Woodley Concert Band who 
will be playing classical favourites and the Jewel Tones 
girls’ choir from Charvil will sing during the evening. 

Tickets are £10 in advance (£12 on the door) from 
the Age Concern Charity Shop in Twyford; online at 
ageconcerntwyford.org.uk or from Age Concern on 0118 934 
4040. 

Age Concern Twyford & District provides friendship 
and care for older people at its day centre in Polehampton 
Close, Twyford and supports local people from the 
surrounding areas including Twyford, Charvil, Sonning, 
Wargrave, Ruscombe, Hurst and Woodley. 

Daily activities, specialist services and support for 
carers is available as well as a handyman service and a 
monthly Sunday lunch club. New members are always very 
welcome. 

Last year’s successful summer concert was attended 
by Lady Elizabeth Godsall, president, who supported the 
charity when it was set up over 20 years ago, and she said 
that she is delighted that the Woodley Concert Band are 
returning this year to help raise much needed resources at 
the day centre. For more details call Gordon Holmes, Age 
Concern Twyford & District on 0118 934 4040. 

This year's RNLI Sonning Branch garden party is being 
held by the kind invitation of Mr & Mrs O Verrier- Jones, 
on Saturday 17 June at Greendown, Pearson Road,  
Sonning from 6.30-8.30 pm when the cheese and wine will 
flow freely!

Tickets are £15 from David Bates 0118 969 7753.
The branch's successful music evening, held in 

February, raised a healthy profit of approximately £1,200 
for this very worthy cause for which the organisers thank 
all who continue to support RNLI in our parish.

Summer garden  
    party 2017

Age Concern seeks to 
raise much needed funds 

Surprise guests make it a 
tea party to remember  

Charvil's popular annual tea party concert for the elderly 
became a special one to remember this year with the 
arrival of some surprise visitors. 

The afternoon began with the ever popular Mandy Shora 
(top photograph) relaxing everyone with a selection of 
their favourite songs and then, unannounced, in walked 
the Prime Minister Theresa May who quickly joined in the 
party. Theresa (centre left) enjoyed a lively jive with Dennis 
Shepherd, a guest from Twyford & District Age Concern, 
and (bottom right) Madeleine Boyce, who organised the 
event for the Charvil Village Society, introduced her to 
some of the other guests. If this was not enough, Madeline 
also arranged for 'The King' (centre right) to make an 
appearance! And all this happened before about 80 local 
senior citizens from Charvil, Twyford, Sonning and 
neighbouring areas sat down for the usual splendid tea 
provided free by the Charvil Village Society. 
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Taking Time to Care 

Helping your loved ones to remain in their own homes 
 

Does your loved one need some help each day, 
getting up and dressed, preparing meals or getting 

settled in the evening? 
 

We offer daily visits to homes across Berkshire 
ensuring both you and your loved one are getting 

the support you need. 
 

We never rush, we don’t believe in 10 minute visits 
– we believe in helping your loved ones to feel safe, 

cared for and independent.  
 

Contact us today for a no obligation discussion 
about your needs. 

 
Melanie.Meads@q1care.co.uk 

Tel. 01189 654091 
 

www.q1care.co.uk 
Q1 Care Ltd, 1210 Parkview, Arlington Business Park, Theale, 

Berkshire, RG7 4TY  
 

                                                                                
 

Q1Care Ltd is approved by the Care Quality 
Commission CQC inspected and rated GOOD 

14/9/2016 

Q1Care Ltd 
Mortimer House, 49 Church Street, Theale, Berkshire, RG7 5BX 

info@q1care.co.uk 
0118 932 3865 Summer Rowing Camps

24-28 July 2017, 31 July – 4 August 2017
For boys and girls, from any school, aged 13–18

Inspirational HMC boarding and day school for 
470 pupils, overlooking the River Thames

Boys 11-18 • Girls 16-18 
Academic, sport and arts scholarships available

For more details and to book go to
www.shiplake.org.uk/rowingcamps
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Several hundred people gathered in Reading Minster for an annual service of remembrance organised by funeral directors AB 
Walker. It was led by the Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd Andrew Proud. During the service candles were lit in memory of loved 
ones. Matthew Walker, director of AB Walker, said: ‘This service is an occasion of togetherness and allows us to reflect on love and lives 
shared.' The annual remembrance service is part of an aftercare service offered by AB Walker which also includes the Link Bereavement 
Care Course. Anyone in Berkshire and South Oxfordshire who has been bereaved and feels they can benefit can apply to go on a six 
week group course. The Link was set up in partnership with the charity Cruse Bereavement Care and the programme is free of charge. 
AB Walker staff who have volunteered and trained as facilitators for the Link include pall bearers and funeral arrangers. 

Bishop of Reading leads service of remembrance

Alzheimer’s Society is asking everyone 
in the UK to unite against dementia 
which they say is set to be the 21st 
century's biggest killer.
       According to Alzheimer's Society, 
the awareness and understanding 
of dementia remains low and many 
families are facing it alone, so they 
are using Dementia Awareness Week 
this year to encourage people to come 
together to learn about the illness and 
to take action that will lead to a cure.

On Thursday 18 May there is an 
opportunity to learn more about 
dementia by going along to Sunrise of 
Sonning on the Old Bath Road for a 
free, 45 minute session being arranged 
by Dementia Friends. And you will also 
be able to enjoy a cream tea! To book 
call Ali Chapman on 0118 944 4300.

Dementia Awareness 
Week, 14-20 May

On Sunday 2 July, Jewel Tones girls 
choir has an open evening for girls 
interested in joining. The choir is for 
girls between the ages of 10-18. They 
meet on Sunday evenings, 6.15-7.45pm, 
in Charvil Village Hall to sing a wide 
variety of songs. They also take part in 
concerts, festivals and competitions. 
Suzanne Newman: 0118 934 0589 or 
suzanneynewman@btinternet.com.

This year’s elegant picnic is taking 
place on 1 July, gates opening at 7pm 
at Sonningdene, Pearson Road by kind 
permission of Mr & Mrs Mills.

This annual village highlight is 
a black tie event, a dress code that 
extends to your wheelbarrow - pack 
your picnic in a barrow of your choice, 
decorate fantastically in any theme 
and the 'best dressed' will win a 
magnum of Champagne.

Gather a group of friends for an 
opportunity to enjoy a relaxed picnic 
dinner in a wonderful local garden 
with a variety of live and background 
music. There will be a raffle and a 
Champagne bar (no beers or spirits 
will be served).

Entry is strictly by ticket only: £15 
per person plus £20 if you want to 
set up your own gazebo – pitches are 
limited so book early by calling 0118 
969 2206. Minimum age is 16 years. 

1. A person invited to a banquet in one of
   the parables of Jesus (Luke 14:20)
2. The prophet Jeremiah (Jeremiah 1:6)
3. The sluggard in Proverbs 22.13
4. Moses (Exodus 4.1)
5. Moses (Exodus 4:10)
6. Simon Peter (Luke 5.8)

Who said it? Answers
There may be more than one answer to 
some of the questions on page 9, but here 
is one for each that we found!

Book early for your 
elegant picnic place

Open evening for 
girls choir

Young Reading Blue Coat School 
musicians have some great free 

treats in store this month including:

Thursday 4 May 7pm in Way Hall, a 
rock and pop concert

Tuesday 16 May 7pm in the Buttery, 
a junior chamber concert

Wednesday 24 May 1.30pm in 
the Buttery a lunchtime recital by 
talented young trumpeter Angus 

Trott (pictured above).
Contact the school's reception on 

0118 944 1005 for more details.

Oxfordshire County Council has a 
new website to help people identify 
their flood risk and to respond to the 
threat of flooding if it should occur. It 
should be of particular interest to our 
readers in Sonning Eye as it includes a 
searchable flood map and advice about 
preparing a community flood risk and 
mitigation report.
http://www.oxfordshirefloodtoolkit.com/

Identifying the local 
flood risk
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Are you thinking about

homecare?

If you would like to learn
more please call us on

0118 947 6666

advert-1...vis 1_Layout 1  15/09/2011  11:47  Page 1
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There was record attendance at the 
recent Sonning Art Group's meeting 
when 'Lu's owls' spent the afternoon 
with them. 

Many photographs and sketches 
were made before some got down to 
producing a finished artwork while 
others were just happy to watch 
the owls and be enchanted by their 
beauty, dignity and grace, and to 
watch the comical expressions. 

Ziggy, a barn owl, had her eyes 
firmly fixed on the high beams in 
Pearson Hall and if she could have 
undone her leg straps she was ready 
to fly up to investigate. 

Hendrix, a British long eared 
owl, soon settled down to posing for 
the cameras and had the knack of 
moving just as the shot was being 
taken, giving an insight to how hard 
photographing wildlife can be.

All agreed that it was a delightful 
afternoon and the art group's 
members are looking forward to July 
when Lu will return with two more 
owls for them to sketch. 

For more information about Lu's 
Owls visit http://www.lusowls.co.uk 

Liz Baldin one of the group's 
regular tutors returns on 12 May 
to help the group with a landscape 
picture that will include the ever 
popular poppies . 

 The Chairman's Cup on 26 May is 
for a picture in any medium entitled 
'Messing about on the River.' 

The group meets every Friday 
from 1- 4 pm in Pearson Hall - all 
abilities are welcome. 

Loddon District rangers had a 'cool' 
evening directed solely around polar 
bears, writes Jasmine Thompson. 

The girls began with a seemingly 
simple yet meticulously difficult 
game, in which as many people as 
possible attempt to fit onto a small 
square of paper. This was to mimic 
polar bears trying to squeeze onto 
small icecaps. It lead to rangers 
climbing onto each other’s backs in 
their attempts to win.

The girls also did a polar bear 
quiz, which put their knowledge 
to the test, as well as some other 
bear-themed activities such as word-
searches and crosswords: a truly 
furr-tastic evening was had by all!

A 'furr-tastic' 
evening

A hoot of an 
afternoon

I recently attended the Oundle for 
Organists: Pulling Out the Stops 
(POTS) course, which was an 
experience I enjoyed very much!

It was a residential weekend in Oundle, 
Northamptonshire, and involved 
playing different organs and getting 
to know the instrument. We visited 
Peterborough Cathedral where, after 
listening to Evensong and a private 
recital by Steven Grahl, we were given 
the chance to play the large organ. It 
was an amazing experience! 

We also spent an afternoon in 
Cambridge visiting four University 
Colleges, including Kings College 
where we were given a private recital 
by James Vivian.

There were four venues with organs 
in and around Oundle where we had 
teaching sessions on rotation. They 
were all very different instruments and 
it was good to play on such a variety. 
The sessions were about technique, 
registration, practice techniques and 
free choice repertoire. There were four 
well-experienced course tutors: Ann 
Elise Smoot, Richard Brasier, Steven 
Grahl and Cathy Lamb, who all gave 
of their expertise, and I think all of us 
on the POTS course improved over the 
weekend. 

I gained new skills, developed my 
knowledge of the organ and enjoyed 
playing the different instruments 
that gave a feel of the diverse range 
of organs. I also really enjoyed the 
residential aspect of this course as we 
all had fun as a group, and I’ve made 
some new friends. We enjoyed some 
lovely meals together, played football 
in our spare time - which we didn’t 
have much of! - and competed in a quiz 
night about the weekend.

I would like to say thank you to 
St Andrew's for sending me on this 
highly beneficial course. 

Pulling out 
the stops

By Nathan May, St Andrew's organ scholar
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Local Trades and Services

POWER CARS OF WOODLEY
Family run business - established 1945

Experienced male & female drivers - Large licensed cars
Reasonably priced local and long distance work undertaken

0118 969 3066  paddypower30@hotmail.com

PORTMAN GARDENS -  DESIGN , CONSTRUCT,  MAINTAIN 
Garden Features, Patios, Ponds, Pergolas, Fencing

Unit 2, 6 Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA
 0118 959 1796 - 0778 577 2263

 martyncollins@portmanpm.com

WATER SOFTENER SALT - FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
25kg Tablet/Granular £9.50 - Harvey Block Salt 2x4kg £6.00

http://salt-deliveries-online.com      sales@salt-deliveries-online.com 
0778 577 2263 -  0118 959 1796

Unit 2, 6 Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA

Please mention The Parish Magazine when contacting our advertisers

FURNESS ACCOUNTING SERVICES 
Experienced Accountant 

Bookkeeping, Incomplete records, Accounts preparation
0118 969 7003 - 0752 681 6741

alanfurness94@btinternet.com

ELECTRIC NICK
Domestic and Commercial Electrical Services 

Qualified, Part P registered, 15 years experience
0758 429 4986  

electricnick@live.com

WANT HELP WITH AN ‘ODD JOB’?
For local odd jobs please call Phil on

0118 944 0000 
0797 950 3908

Thames Street, Sonning

AERIALPHIL.CO.UK
For all your aerial photos, Good for surveying,

also for assessing conditions of roofs, etc
Thames Street, Sonning

0118  944 0000    http://aerialphil.co.uk

STYLE BY JULIE
Hairstylist, Beauty Therapist & Nail Technician

Badgers Rise, Woodley, Reading RG5 3AJ
0118 437 8178      http://www.stylebyjulie.co.uk

Any advice you need just give me a call

WOODLEY GARDENS
Garden care and green waste disposal
Fully insured, Licensed waste carrier

http://www.woodleygardens.co.uk
0118 336 2464

MC CLEANING
We are a family business with excellent references

and we are fully insured
All cleaning materials provided

For free quote call:  Maria 0779 902 7901

CHIROPODY AND PODIATRY
Linda Frewin HCPC member

General foot care and treatment including home visits
25 Ashtrees Road, Woodley RG5 4LP

  0118 969 6978 -  0790 022 4999

COUNSELLING AND PSYCHOTHERAPY
Professionally registered. Confidential.

Initial consultation welcome to assess your needs 
Woolhampton (on A4 between Reading – Newbury) 

Geralyn Collins - 0777 850 9594

HANDYMAN & DECORATING SERVICES
Reliable and affordable
Small jobs a speciality!

Call Andy on 0795 810 0128 
http://www.handyman-reading.co.uk

CLARK BICKNELL LTD 
Qualified Plumbing and Heating Engineers Gas Safe 

25 years experience - local family run company 
Office: 0118 961 8784  -  Paul: 0776 887 4440

paul@clarkbicknell.co.uk

JAMES AUTOS
Car Servicing, Repairs and MOT
Mole Road, Sindlesham, RG41 5DJ 

0118 977 0831
james_autos@hotmail.co.uk

THAMES CHIMNEY SWEEPS
0779 926 8123           0162 882 8130

enquiries@thameschimneysweeps.co.uk
 http://www.thameschimneysweeps.co.uk
Member of the Guild of Master Sweeps

TO ADVERTISE HERE
classified@theparishmagazine.co.uk

0118 969 3282

MPD MOTOR SERVICES
All Motor Vehicle Repairs and Maintenance

Mill Farmyard, Sonning Eye RG4 6TR
  0779 557 2783

mpdyer@yahoo.co.uk

ALL SCAFFOLD LIMITED
Fully Insured Scaffolding Service

To Private Homes & Public Companies
Across Berkshire and beyond

07956 402266  http://www.allscaffoldlimited.com

LEAF & BLOOM
Garden design, inspiration & creation

in Berkshire & Oxfordshire
sonia@leafandbloom.co.uk

0771 771 8544   http://www.leafandbloom.co.uk

TRACEY TOLSON
Personal Fitness Trainer

One2One/Small Group Fitness
0797 740 5725

traceytolson32@gmail.com
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 health For urgent medical advice between 6.30pm and 8am, and at weekends, call 1 1 1

Dr Simon Ruffle writes
Getting into medicine
Medicine is one of the most competitive university 
courses to apply for. It is over subscribed every year 
although there has been a fall in the last few years.

You need to have a desire or drive to want to apply and 
I have met a lot of unhappy students whose family 
had encouraged them to apply. Supporting the young 
person's decision is better. The desire to help is valuable 
but so is fascination of the human. We are all one after 
all and most people know where the filler cap is on their 
car but struggle to locate their spleen.

Science based A level is needed or great scores in 
the IB. A's and above are the norm. You also have to 
sit an exam, usually UKCAT, an aptitude/attitude test 
focussing on professionalism and some mental abilities.

Once on course for the grades and UKCAT is sorted 
there is the personal statement to cover. Areas of work 
experience isn’t all about direct healthcare experience, 
customer service is useful and also proving you can stick 
at something. Nursing home or charity volunteering 
is good and direct experience can be counted. A lot of 
schools will have access to the education department 
at the local deanery or hospitals that can help you gain 
experience by shadowing doctors. GPs are a little tricky 
as it is doubtful your local GP will accept you because 
there are too many people you would know, but applying 
to another practice may prove fruitful.

Now it’s all looking good, your application has to be 
in earlier than most university courses, watch for the 
date. Choosing a medical school is not simple. There are 
a variety of styles of courses from traditional, problem 
based and intercalated. Universities also offer different 
styles from college based, campus and traditional medical 
schools. There are many online resources to help you.

Now it's all done and you’ve been invited for interviews, you 
have jumped the biggest hurdle as most students don’t get this 
far. Interview must be straightforward? Sorry, no.

Most schools have abandoned panel interview, although 
be prepared for a bit of this. Most schools now use multiple 
station interviews where you have 7-8 minutes of role play, 
analysis, topic based discussion and sometimes asked to 
discuss a topic while completing a model or drawing something 
- very off putting.

Brilliant, you have a place. Nail your backside to the chair 
and get those grades! More seriously keep a balance, do 
exercise, go out have fun and work. 

Follow your offer’s advice on booking accommodation and 
start dates. 

On the day the grades arrive, do not despair if a grade is 
dropped, you will be guided by your school on how to go about 
checking whether the medical school still wants you. You have 
already been selected as a candidate likely to succeed, they 
won’t dismiss you out of hand and some schools have ‘clearing’ 
places.

Congratulations you are about to embark on a fascinating 
university course that can lead you to a multitude of jobs. 
It will not be easy, you will have to confront death, disease, 
anger, confusion, people at their worst (and best) your studies 
are hard, 5 or 6 years, there will be a large debt when you 
finish and the early years of your career are fun, have great 
camaraderie but are terrifying, honestly. Working and learning 
through your years as a medical student and junior doctor lead 
you to a valued, educational and ultimately satisfying career. 
No one I’ve met has found it easy or find it easy to the day you 
retire, but if you go in with an open mind and heart you cannot 
fail. Good luck, especially to the parish students who have 
applied, and hurry up I will need replacing in Twyford at some 
point!

By Elizabeth Jones, Physiocare

As I write, I am looking ahead to the London 
Marathon and then the Wargrave 10k run in June, 
which Physiocare is sponsoring again this year. 

We see a plethora of running injuries at this time of the 
year, mainly with lower limbs. Knees are always popular 
but hamstring and achilles run a close second. Runners 
often blame shoes which sometimes can be the cause, 
especially with old ones but more commonly it's the body. 

It's now that serious runners start to increase their 
miles in preparation for racing while the inactive among 
us seem to succumb to the pressures to exercise more - 
the days get longer, and hopefully warmer,  encouraging 
us to be more active. Some of us head for the garden often 
having done nothing much since autumn. 

Lots of injuries are not traumatic, such as sprained 
ankle, but appear out of nowhere and for no obvious 
reason. These types of problems can be associated with a 
sudden increase in activity levels. You might experience 
a little stiffness during a run, easily mistaken for fatigue, 
but if this overload is repeated it's not uncommon for a 
tendon or muscle to complain and an injury is initiated. 

Pacing is crucial. Start gently and build up gradually. A good 
guide is to increase your activity, be it time, pace, distance or 
difficulty by no more than 10% at a time. 

If some injuries are due to over doing it others are due to 
inadequate function of our muscles and it's not always about 
muscle strength. For our muscles to withstand load they need 
to be strong enough but they also have to work properly. I often 
hear myself saying: it’s about using the right muscle, the right 
amount, at the right time. Poor postural habits and general de-
conditioning make muscles lazy. Bad habits are sure to follow. 

Time in the garden often involves gently bending forward. 
This requires us to use our buttock and trunk muscles properly. 
Failure to do so, coupled with the prolonged period of posture 
involved, can lead to an overload of other muscles such as 
hamstrings. Learning how to move well is invaluable and 
pacing ourselves to ensure we gradually build up strength and 
endurance is vital.

I would encourage most of us to be a bit more active. If we do 
too little we de-condition making everything a little bit harder. 
In your enthusiasm to get going remember - steady steps moving 
forward.

It's the time of year for steady steps moving forward
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 the arts 

Book review

Continuing his series on outstanding people 
in great stories of the Bible Michael Burgess 
considers Job, as painted by William Blake  

‘Job’s comforters,’ ‘The patience of 
Job,’ and even ‘Job’s post’ — these 
phrases and images show the great 
influence Job has had through the 
ages. 

When we meet him in the Old 
Testament, he is an upright, 
blameless man, who is afflicted by 
suffering. He loses his property, his 
children and even his health, but 
never his faith. 

‘The Lord gave, and the Lord has 
taken away. Blessed be the name of 
the Lord,’  are familiar words of Job 
often used at funeral services. 

When friends call, they tell Job all 
that has happened is a punishment 
for sin or a call to repent or a way of 
teaching virtues. 

But Job rejects their counsel: 
he demands answers from God to 
explain why all this has occurred in 
his life.

Out of a whirlwind, God answers 
Job. It is the theme of this month’s 
art – a strange, visionary work of 
the poet and painter, William Blake, 
who died in 1827, and whom we know 
through the hymn ‘Jerusalem.’

 Blake looked at the sun in the sky 
and the trees in the wood and saw 
there hints and glimpses of eternity, 
and those insights inspired all he 
wrote and painted. 

He was fascinated by the book of 
Job and began his illustrations in 
the 1780s, although this work was 
completed 40 years later. 

We see how the revelation of 
God’s presence humbles Job. The 
power and majesty of God swirl and 
spin around the scene, and even bend 
low the tree underneath. But the 
trunk is not broken, just as Job in his 
adversity never loses faith. 

Job is vindicated: there is a God 
who cares and who responds to 
human suffering. 

Job may not understand how 
the stars above were made, or how 
the horse runs in the meadow. 
Nevertheless, through meeting God, 
Job’s life is given meaning and value. 
His fortunes are restored and he dies, 
‘old and full of days.’

When God answers out of the whirlwind

Cycling Out of the Comfort Zone: Two boys, two 
bikes, one unforgettable mission
by Charles Guilhamon, SPCK, £9.99
A fast-paced travel narrative that vividly conveys the 
freshness of the Christian faith and the excitement of being 
on a gap year.

Just out of university, Charles Guilhamon and his friend 
Gabriel de Lépinau decide to take a year out to tour the 
world by bike. With a budget of a few euros a day, their 
travels bring them out of their comfort zone and into 
contact with people living in isolated or persecuted Christian 
communities in Syria, Iraq, India, China (Tibet), Thailand, 
the Amazon (Brazil), Senegal and Algeria.

With a delightfully ironic sense of humour, Guilhamon’s 
vivid storytelling, intelligent analysis and authentic testimonies make for a hugely 
enjoyable read. In the best tradition of the travelogue, this is a true story well told. 
The book concludes with an afterword on recent developments in Syria and Iraq.
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 home & garden

In the garden Recipe of the month

Get your lawn shipshape
  — Grass should be growing rapidly and strongly now and a 
weekly cut is essential to keep it looking neat.
— If your lawn is looking sickly or is full of weeds, apply a 
weed and feed. Reseed any bare patches. 
— Use lawn clippings to mulch borders after weeding to 
suppress weeds and conserve moisture - do not do this if the 
lawn has been treated with a weed and feed!
— Finish sowing a new lawn before the weather gets too hot.

Harden off plants
— Plants raised indoors must be acclimatised to colder 
temperatures before being planted outside. 
— For a week, put the plants outside during the day and 
bring them inside at night. 
— Then leave them outside at night, but cover with 
horticultural fleece or put them in a closed cold frame. This 
should be done for about a week by which time the plants 
will then be ‘hardened off’ and can be planted out.
— If there’s a chance of frost after the plants have been 
planted out, cover them with fleece. 
— Also use fleece to protect Japanese maples, hydrangeas, 
fruit blossom and tender vegetables including potatoes. 

Weed out the weeds 

— Hoe between plants in your borders on dry, sunny days. 
Hoeing means you can weed a lot of ground quickly, and if 
you do it little and often, it means annual weeds won’t have 
the opportunity to establish. Be careful not to damage the 
roots of shallow-rooted crops such as onions – use a hand 
fork if necessary and pull out weeds.
— Aim to skim just below the soil surface as this will sever 
the tops of weeds cleanly from the roots. 
— Don’t hoe too deep or weeds may survive intact - it doesn’t 
take much for them to re-root. Perennial weeds will sprout 
from the root, regular hoeing will wear down most of them.
East Reading Horticultural Society: erhs@hotmail.co.uk or http://www.erhs.org.uk 

I'm a pensioner and my bungalow does not have central 
heating. I've been told I can have it installed free. Can I?
The affordable warmth scheme has a government created funding 
system for central heating grants for people that need it most. It 
will provide free central heating for individuals or families that are 
‘most at risk’ visit http://www.affordablewarmthgrant.co.uk for a 
60 second questionnaire to see if you are eligible. 

I have an embarrassing problem of often needing the toilet 
when I'm out. It is a constant cause of worry. I've heard 
there is a card that will allow me to use toilets which are not 
normally available to the public. Is this true?
The Bladder and Bowel community have a ‘Just can’t wait’ credit 
card size card that costs £5. It will help you access the nearest 
toilet and uses universally recognized symbols. See: http://www.
bladderandbowelfoundation.org

I'm concerned about my father’s ability to drive as he is 
forgetful. He says he is perfectly fit to drive but to please me 
will go somewhere to prove it. What can you suggest?
MAVIS - Mobility Advice and Information Service - provides an 
information and assessment service to older motorists who can 
have a disability, including dementia. Call on 0134 466 1000.
 Q&As provided by Able Community Care: http://www.uk-care.com

Herb-wrapped barbecued salmon with nettle sauce 
Ingredients — serves 4
4 large salmon fillets (wild-caught if possible)
100 grams basil pesto
4 angelica leaves, soaked in water. 
Wild or cultivated angelica leaves work well as a wrap and 
impart a delicate anise flavour. Substitute lettuce leaves, grape 
leaves, or beet greens if angelica leaves are not available.

Method
Cut salmon fillets in half, spread 1–2 tablespoons of pesto on 
one half and cover with the other half of fish. Place 1 stuffed 
fillet in the centre of each angelica leaf. Wrap tightly and 
secure with twine. Cook on barbecue 4–6 minutes per side. 
Check by unwrapping one package and cutting into flesh. If it 
is opaque and flakes easily with a fork, it is done.

Nettle sauce 
Gather wild nettles wearing gloves. Heating them dissipates 
the oxalic acid in the leaves and renders them safe to eat. 
Alternatively, substitute fresh chopped sorrel, omitting steaming.

Ingredients — makes 1/2 cup
1/2 cup (50 grams) fresh nettle leaves or fresh sorrel
2 tbsp capers, rinsed and drained
3 anchovy fillets, finely chopped
1 tbsp fresh chopped basil
1 tbsp fresh chopped chervil
2 tbsp fresh chopped parsley

Clean nettle leaves under warm water, immediately transfer to 
a medium saucepan, and cover with lid. Turn heat to medium-
high and heat nettles just until leaves wilt. Remove from pan 
and cool. Blend all ingredients in a small food processor or 
blender until well mixed. Store in refriger ator 3 days.

2 cloves garlic, crushed
1 tsp Dijon mustard
3 tbsp lemon juice
1 tbsp olive oil
2–4 tbsp yogurt
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CANON TREE CARE
EXPERIENCED  QUALIFIED  INSURED

In association with TAKA ISHII  Green Garden Design (Japan)            

OFFICE - MON-FRI 8.45-5.30: 
READING 0845 034 0962
OUT OF OFFICE HOURS: 

MOBILE 0779 931 5661
CTC.Julian@yahoo.co.uk

•	 Pruning,	Felling	&	Planting		
•	 Reductions,	Thinning	&	Dead	Wooding	
•		Dangerous	Trees	Saved	&	Made	Safe
•		Modern	Noninvasive	Cable	Bracing
•		Stump	Grinding	&	Removal
•		Tree	Problem	Diagnosis
•	Japanese	Ornamental		
				Tree	Pruning	 READING

WINDSOR

MAIDENHEAD

BRACKNELL

SONNING

Call today to make the most of your loft space! 

For all projects related to the loft space, visit 
www.theloftaccesscompany.com or call 01753 840 485. 
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St Andrew’s Church
— St Andrew’s Sunday Club, Marie Simpkins 0779 521 6492
— St Andrew’s Bell Ringers, Pam Elliston 969 5967
— Friends of St Andrew’s Church, Wendy Williams 969 6609
Arts & Crafts
— Charvil Art Club, Ken Docking 969 0274
— Sonning Art Group, Sue Bell 969 6924
— Sonning Book Club, Anne Webster 944 0699
— Sonning Flower Club, Sharon Robinson 969 0748
Children & Young People
— Sonning Scout Group, group@sonningscouts.co.uk 
 — Scouts, Mike Moore, scouts@sonningscouts.co.uk
— Cubs and Beavers, - group@sonningscouts.co.uk 
— For prospective cub and scout joiners, waiting_list@sonningscouts.co.uk
— Charvil Brownies, Claire Howells 934 5372
— Charvil Caterpillar Club, Rebecca Hedges, Caterpillarclubcharvil@yahoo.com
— Charvil Guides, Ruth Hulley 969 9431
— Chernobyl Children’s Link, Shirley Chard 969 8086
— Sonning & Charvil Baby Sitting Group, Geraldine Hearn 934 1071
— Sonning Baby & Toddler Group, Miranda Aston 966 5352
— Sonning Brownies, Carrie Apps 1stsonningbrownies@gmail.com
— Sonning Guides, Ruth Halley 969 9431
Councillors
— Charvil Parish Council, Miranda Parker 901 7719
— Sonning Parish Council, Lesley Bates 969 7753
— Eye & Dunsden Parish Council, David Woodward 969 3633
Local Borough & County Council Councillors
— Kate Haines - Coronation, 0771 363 7029
— Mike Haines - Sonning & Warren, 967 2879
— Emma Hobbs - Charvil, 934 0528
— Malcolm Leonard - Eye & Dunsden mandeleonard@waitrose.com
Political Associations
— Charvil Branch Conservatives, Emma Hobbs 934 0528
— Sonning & Warren Conservatives, Peter van Went 969 3635
— Sonning Liberal Democrats, Colin Lawley 961 8536
Schools
— Charvil Preschool Playgroup, Sally Richards 932 1273
— Charvil Piggott Primary School, Jeanette Winsor 932 0033                                                                                             
— Sonning CE Primary School, Luke Henderson 969 3399
— Sonning CE Primary School PTA, Katie Tull 0778 643 2686
Social
— Charvil Senior Residents Club, Julie Bennett 934 5059
— Charvil Women’s Club, Shirley Newman 934 0589
— Inner Wheel Club of Reading Maiden Erlegh, Hilary Tindall 969 6926
— Monday Club, 
— Reading East Probus Club, Mike Butler 0778 943 5030
— Rotary Club of Loddon Vale, Richard Ward 966 9348
— Rotary Club of Reading Maiden Erlegh, Janette Crouch 0777 310 4430
— Sonning British Legion, Malcolm Geater 947 1677
— Sonning Club, Chris Way 969 3939
— Sonning Glebe WI (Eve Mtgs), Doreen Moulsley 961 8829
— Sonning RNLI, David Bates 969 7753
— Sonning Twinning Association, Lesley Green 969 6621
Sport
— Badminton, Pat Pardoe 934 5643
— Berkshire County Sports Club, Jill Grindal jillgrindal@hotmail.com
— Charvil Community Tennis, Carl 0744 793 4700
— Reading Sailing Club, enquiries@readingsc.org.uk
— Redingensians RAMS, Jason 0788 128 8900
— Short Mat Bowling, Shirley Newman, 0118 934 0589
— Sonning Cricket Club, Gary Phillips 0750 033 6879
— Sonning Football Club, Tony 956 6536
— Sonning Golf Club, Zoe Westlake, 969 3332  
— Sonning Lawn Tennis Club, Romy 969 5845
— Sonning Sports League Table Tennis Club, Dave Chard 969 8086
— Sonning Table Tennis Club, Robert Moxon 989 4795
Song & Dance
— Bel Canto Chorus, Denise Walker 0797 375 2727
— Charvil Voices, Suzanne Newman 934 0589
— Jewel Tones, Suzanne Newman 934 0589
— Steps ‘n’ Stetsons, Line Dance Group Julie Myers 961 8450
Village Life
— Charvil Village Fete, Clare Tucker 934 9926
— Charvil Village Society, Mark A’Bear 934 3918
— Friend’s of Ali’s Pond, Ali Driver 969 2698
— Pearson Hall Bookings, Jenny Adams 969 7692
— Sonning & Sonning Eye Society, Andy Bell 969 6924
— Sonning Beech Lodge Bookings, Tim Pascall 969 6935
— Sonning Charvil & Hurst NAG, Bob Hulley 969 9431
— Sonning Neighbourhood Watch, Jan Fielder 969 3226
— Sonning Village Show, Heather Hine  969 8653

Local organisations Volunteers

1st Sonning Scouts
Scout leaders are required urgently. They will be happy 
to discuss the role with no obligation whatsoever. 
Ian Wheeler 0118 934 2042

Drivers for Age Concern Twyford and District
Volunteer drivers with own cars required to take 
elderly residents between their homes and Age 
Concern’s Twyford centre on weekday mornings and 
afternoons. A total of about 1½ hours of your time is 
required. Mileage will be paid.
Gordon Holmes 0118 934 4040

Chernobyl Children's Lifeline 
Need committee members, summer hosts and drivers. 
You will need to undergo an enhanced DBS Check.
Shirley Chard on 0795 124 8395

Cruse Bereavement Care
Cruse has vacancies for management volunteers to 
help run the service in this area. The management 
committee meet once a month. Call Sara Richards on 
0778 554 3574 

Girl Guiding Bulmershe Division
Over 100 girls are waiting to join local guiding 
units but can’t because there are not enough adult 
volunteers. There are many different roles volunteers 
can perform.
http://girlguidingbulmershe.btck.co.uk/AdultVolunteers

St Andrew’s Bell Ringers
Help continue a very English tradition of bell ringing 
by volunteering as a ringer. It’s a gentle, social 
exercise that everyone, young and old, male and 
female, can enjoy. You will be trained by experts, all 
you need is a sense of rhythm! 0118 926 7724

Sunrise Senior Living
If you have a talent to share or a hobby or interest to 
talk about, Sunrise Senior Living is always pleased to 
welcome volunteers to entertain its residents.
Georgina Williams: 0118 944 4300

Twyford Volunteer Drivers
Volunteer drivers needed to help transport the elderly 
and/or sick people to local hospitals and surgeries and 
other medically related appointments. Drivers use 
their own cars. 0118 934 3010

Looking for volunteers? Let us know and we will 
publish your request here for free!

 information — 2

RETURN TO CONTENTS PAGERETURN TO CONTENTS PAGE



36 The Parish Magazine - May 2017

Top quality electrical work for Sonning, Charvil, 
Twyford and North Woodley since 2006 
All sizes and types of work undertaken

sparks@redkiteelectrical.co.uk 
www.redkiteelectrical.co.uk 

0118 907 1834
0788 273 7402

10 Onslow Gardens, Caversham RG4 5HY

contact our main office:

0118 377 9000

No. 3 Twyford Business Park, Twyford, Reading, Berkshire, RG10 9TU

www.bandsystems.co.uk  |  Email: info@bandsystems.co.uk

At Band Systems, we supply and install both physical and 
electronic security systems, ranging from home alarm systems to 
intelligent CCTV surveillance. All our systems are supplied from 

class-leading manufacturers. 

BAND SYSTEMS:Layout 1  29/05/2014  12:55  Page 1

• Loose covers
• Curtains
• Re-Upholstery
• Tracks & Poles

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE
For personal, helpful service, please call

Tel: 01844 261769
Mob: 07802 213381

grahamblake123@btconnect.com
www.grahamblake.com

Graham Blake
s o f t  f u r n i s h i n g
Curtains, Tailored Covers, Re-upholstery
Poles and Tracks, Window Blinds.• Loose covers

• Re-Upholstery
• Curtains
• Tracks & Poles

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE

For personal, helpful service, please call
         0184 426 1769

     0780 221 3381
grahamblake123@btconnect.com

http://www.grahamblake.com

TEL:
MOB:

A.F. Jones
Stonemasons

Limited

Established in 1858

01491 574 644
www.etsheppard.co.uk

36 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames RG9 1AG

0118 9573 537
www.afjones.co.uk

33 Bedford Road, Reading, RG1 7EX

57732 AF Jones Parish Magazine Advert.indd   1 19/11/2014   10:43
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 children’s page

clothes
Laban
hunt 
Esau
twins
away

grasper
skin

boys
run

home
Rebekah

important
hairy
arms
old

tricked
Jacob
food
blind
son

Isaac
blessing

goat

WORD SEARCH
Find the all the words below in our Word Search rid 

and in the story above about Jacob and Esau 

The answer to each 'what is 
on your feet' question below is 
something you could wear on 
them ...
1. A sure-footed pack animal
2. A thin sharp knife
3. A wobbly dessert
4. A poisonous snake
5. Isn’t safe on ice
6. A gymnastic move
7. Equipment used to move water
8. An Irish accent
9. Part of a car used for storage
10. A sports coach

WHAT 
IS ON 
YOUR 
FEET?

Answers: 1 Mule 2 Stiletto  3 Jelly
4 Moccasin  5 Slipper  6 Flip flop

7 Pump  8 Brogue  9 Boot  10 Trainer

RETURN TO CONTENTS PAGERETURN TO CONTENTS PAGE



38 The Parish Magazine - May 2017

Ministry Team
— The Vicar: Revd Jamie Taylor* 
     The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR 
     revjaft@yahoo.co.uk / 0118 969 3298 
     *Day off Thursday
— Licensed Lay Minister: Bob Peters 
     26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR 
     bob@sonningparish.org.uk / 0118 377 5887

Pastoral Visiting and Prayer Chain
— Mrs Jean Tinson 0118 969 0782
Church Wardens
— Mr Terry Hunt 

twghunt@btopenworld.com / 0118 934 1062
— Mr Perry Mills
      perry@oaktreeoffice.com / 0786 035 5457 
Deputy Wardens
— Mrs Molly Woodley  mollywoodly@live.co.uk / 0118 946 3667
— Mr Mark Jordon  mark.jordan@talktalk.net / 0118 940 1431
— Mrs Sue Peters  mail@susanjpeters.com / 0118 377 5887
Parish Administrator
— Mrs Hilary Rennie 
     office@sonningparish.org.uk / 0118 969 3298
Parochial Church Council
— Secretary: Mrs Hilary Rennie 0118 969 6363
— Treasurer: Mr John Scoble 0118 926 5138
Director of Music, organist and choirmaster
— Mr Chris Goodwin MA (Cantab), ARCO (CHM), ARCM, LRAM

      music@sonningparish.org.uk
Sacristan
— Mrs Helen Goodwin 0134 462 7697

Parish Website:  sonningparish.org.uk

The Parish Magazine
— Editor: Bob Peters 
     26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR 
     editor@theparishmagazine.co.uk / 0118 377 5887 
Advertising and Distribution: Gordon Nutbrown 
     advertising@theparishmagazine.co.uk/ 0118 969 3282
— Treasurer: Pat Livesey

pat.livesey@yahoo.co.uk / 0118 961 8017
— Online: theparishmagazine.co.uk

Parish contacts

— The Parish Magazine is produced by St Andrew’s PCC and delivered
       free of charge to every home in Charvil, Sonning and Sonning Eye.
— The Parish Magazine is printed in the United Kingdom by Herald
       Graphics Ltd, Reading RG2 oBZ
— The Parish Magazine is distributed by Abracadabra Leaf let
      Distribution Ltd, Reading RG7 1AW
— The Parish Magazine template was designed in 2012 by Roger 
       Swindale rogerswindale@hotmail.co.uk and David Woodward 
       david@designforprint.org
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BRIDGE HOUSE  
of TwyfORD 

Independent LIvIng • AssIsted LIvIng • nursIng Home

Call 0800 230 0206   
Visit www.bridgehouseoftwyford.co.uk

Because you deserve the very best

Live life to the full in your own home in an outstanding location  
on the banks of the River Loddon in Royal Berkshire.

A choice of beautifully crafted retirement cottages  
and apartments with superb specification and  
high quality fixtures and fittings.  

•	 Framed by open countryside

•	 All the amenities of Twyford a short  
walk away 

•	 Train journeys to London Paddington of  
around 50 minutes 

•	 Wokingham, Windsor, Henley and Marlow  
easily reached by car.

Enjoy exclusive access to our residents’ lounge and  
dining facility where you can just relax or benefit from  
a range of hospitality services. When complete, the  
final phase of development will provide additional 
amenities like our fine dining restaurant, coffee  
shop, fitness suite and swimming pool. 

Safe, secure environment; discreet care, hospitality  
and domestic packages available now or in the  
future to help you live independently.

Contact us today for prices and to arrange a viewing.
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The French Horn,  
Sonning. Quality.
Wonderful food and wine

www.thefrenchhorn.co.uk 
0118 969 2204
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