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SOLD

Selling in Sonning? 
There’s no competition
•  Haslams has sold more houses in Sonning than any other agent*
•  Since January 2014 we have sold 42% of all properties sold in the area*
•  70% of these houses achieved prices of £1m +
•  We have a complete understanding of the market
•  We are proud sponsors of the Sonning Church of England Primary School

Call 0118 960 1000 if you’re thinking of making a move.

*   Based on Land Registry data recording sales since January 2014 of homes above £600,000
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http://www.haslams.net
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— 8.00am Holy Communion
 — 10.30am Harvest Family 
Service
 — No evening service, Harvest 
Supper in Pearson Hall at 
7.30pm

Sunday 9 October
 — 8.00am Holy Communion
 — 10.30am Parish Eucharist with 
Sunday Club
 — 6.30pm Evening Prayer (said)
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 — 10.30am Family Communion
 — 6.30pm Choral Evensong

Bible Sunday 23 October
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 — 10.30am Parish Eucharist
 — 6.30pm Evening Prayer

Sunday 30 October
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 — 10.30am Parish Eucharist
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EDITORIAL DEADLINE
Editorial deadline for the November 
issue of The Parish Magazine: 

Sunday 9 October at 12 noon 

FRONT COVER picture
Autumn colours in the churchyard by 
Tom Farncombe

Weekly and 
monthly services

Baptisms
— 3 September, Millie Beatrix Willis Barnes
— 18 September, Toby John Pumffrey
— 18 September, Jude Alexander Ray Maloney

Weddings
 — 3 September, Deke Robinson-Learoyd and Claire Louise Simpson
— 3 September, James Arundel Hutchinson and Emma Penelope Phayre Brutton
— 10 September, Christopher Ian Hampton and Madeleine Louise Wilkinson
— 16 September, Karl John Randall and Caroline Burwood

Funerals
— 30 August, Cynthia Winifred Forward (Reading Crematorium)
— 15 September, Pauline Faithfull (Reading Crematorium)

 information — 1

Harvest Festival
Sunday 2 October
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BOOKING NOW BOOKING NOW

F IND OUT  MORE millatsonning.com(0118) 969 8000B O X  O F F I C E

DINNER AND A SHOW FROM £45.50!

NEW TO THE MILL! KNIT & NATTER
Are you a knitting pro or a beginner longing for a 
bit of guidance? Then why not join our new Knit & 

Natter group held in The Mill’s Waterwheel Bar. Every 
Tuesday morning at 10:30am from Sept 20th Evelyn 
Fidler, one of our backstage wardrobe staff, will lead 
a knitting and craft session. Beginners will be given 

needles and practice wool to start them off. 

A great chance to learn a new skill and a wonderful 
opportunity to meet new people and natter over a 
Cappuccino and delicious home-made cake. Entry 
is £2.50 which includes instruction, starter needles, 

starter wool and knitting patterns.

http://www.millatsonning.com
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The vicar’s letter
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DE A R FR IEN DS

I was shocked this month in realising that it is 20 years since I 
began training for the priesthood at Westcott House, Cambridge. I 
was 23 years of age and out of my depth, to put it mildly. Somehow 
I survived my two years there and then the apprenticeship curacy 
in Walton on Thames and was then let loose on an unsuspecting 
Broadstairs! Now, eight years after we came to this parish I can 
scarcely believe that the time has flown by so fast. 
     I was asked recently by a senior church leader if I could identify 
one main challenge for my church to overcome. I didn’t need to 
think long for an answer. I merely replied ‘commitment’. 
I also know that we are not alone in facing this. A trend I have 
noticed through my time in the ministry has been the changing 
nature of Sundays for families and how commitment to the 
church has suffered through this. The knock-on effects are being felt increasingly and some churches 
are learning to adapt, but in reality, the place of Christianity in our country is further diminished 
through this process. Some readers will of course not mind a jot about this, others may perhaps think 
I am exaggerating. Whatever you may feel, in my view, the church generally is facing an existential 
crisis and one of the causes is simply a lack of commitment from those who to some extent identify 
themselves as being Christians. This then results in a complacent attitude towards faith and more 
specifically, to the position of the local church as a manifestation of this. We can only imagine the 
multiplying effects this will have as today’s young people replicate their parents’ less than committed 
approach when they have their own children. A friend, who is a practising Muslim, recently questioned 
me on what has been happening to the church in England, remarking at how different things are at his 
mosque in London, Friday by Friday where they are packed to the rafters. My attempt at an answer was 
less than adequate. ‘But what will be left in the future?’ he asked, with genuine concern. It is a question 
we would all do well to ponder.
      Several centuries ago in a mountain village in Europe, a wealthy nobleman wondered what legacy he 
should leave to his townspeople. He made a good decision. He decided to build them a church. No one 
was permitted to see the plans or the inside of the church until it was finished. At its grand opening, 
the people gathered and marvelled at the beauty of the new church. Everything had been thought of 
and included. It was a masterpiece. But then someone said, ‘Wait a minute! Where are the lamps? It is 
really quite dark in here. How will the church be lit?’ The nobleman pointed to some brackets in the 
walls, and then he gave each family a lamp, which they were to bring with them each time they came to 
worship.
      ‘Each time you are here,’ the nobleman said, ‘the place where you are seated will be lighted. Each 
time you are not here, that place will be dark. This is to remind you that whenever you fail to come to 
church, some part of God’s house will be dark.’
      It is a poignant story and it makes a very significant point about the importance of our commitment 
and loyalty to the church. 
      I shall finish by asking all those who feel some connection with either St Andrew’s or indeed 
another church the following questions: 
      — What if every Christian supported the church just as you do? What kind of church would you have? 
      — What if every single Christian attended the church, loved the church, shared the church, and
            gave to the church exactly as you do? What kind of church would we be? 

Warm wishes,
Jamie

RETURN TO CONTENTS
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Design for Print enable 
communication, making 

better brochures, 
newsletters, presentations 
and much more. Whatever 
your print or design needs, 

why not try us! Just call 
Reading 969 3633 or see 

www.designforprint.org  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

TELEPHONE
0118 934 3171
Wed-Fri: 9.30am-5.30pm
Sat: 9.30am-4.00pm

Ladies and Gentlemen’s 
Hairdressing

3 Longfield Parade, Longfield Road
Twyford  RG10 9AN

 

 
KINGFISHER   BATHROOMS

 
 

For a helpful professional service

FIELDSPHARMACY
Wide range of health advice provided 

including private consultation area

1a LONGFIELD ROAD, TWYFORD RG10 9AN
Telephone: 0118 934 1222

Fax: 0118 932 0372
Email: fields.pharmacy@nplanet.co.uk

A Family Run Business

Carpet
Wood  
Vinyl

Karndean

Luxury & Natural Flooring

Free fi tting on carpet orders 
over £150

16 High Street, Goring 01491 454095   
beacon� ooring@aol.co.uk
www.beacon� ooring.co.uk

http://designforprint.org
http://www.kingfisher-bathrooms.com
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 the parish noticeboard — 1

Proceeds to Christian Aid’s 
2016 Harvest Appeal for Kenya

THE CHURCH OF ST ANDREW SERVING 
THE COMMUNITIES OF CHARVIL, SONNING AND SONNING EYE

Tickets available from Sue Peters
 0118 961 1188 

tickets@sonningparish.org.uk

PLEASE BRING A PLATE, BOWL, MUG
KNIFE, FORK & SPOON

Special dietary requirements to be notified at time of ticket purchase

Sunday 2 October
7.30 pm in Pearson Hall

£10 
Wine or soft drinks will be served with the meal

Additional drinks can be purchased
from the Sonning Club bar

From the choir stalls ...

New organ scholar
I am delighted that we have been able to appoint Nathan 
May as our new organ scholar. Nathan has been in the 
junior choir for a couple of years and shows great promise 
on both the piano and percussion. Nathan is a 12 year old 
former pupil of Sonning CofE school and now attends 
Maiden Erlegh School. Our director of music will teach 
Nathan the organ and in time he will be able to contribute 
musically to our worshipping life. Jamie

Pat Morgan retires
After 25 years of service Pat Morgan has retired from 
our choir and a presentation was made to her at a recent 
choir dinner at the Lands End pub in Charvil. Warm 
appreciation was expressed by Chris Goodwin and there 
is no doubt that she will be much missed. The weekend 
of her final service also marked the arrival of our newest 
member, Annabelle Taylor, aged 6½ years.

Harvest Festival
All collections on Sunday 2 October will be given to the 
Christian Aid Harvest Appeal which, as we reported 
in last month’s issue, is going towards helping poor 
communities in Kenya to build for themselves a better 
quality of life. There is no evening service that day because 
of the Harvest Supper at Pearson Hall (more details on the 
right).

At the organ keyboard: Nathan May begins his organ schorlarship 
under the watchful eye of music director Chris Goodwin

One in, one out: (left to right) Pat Morgan who has retired from the 
choir, Chris Goodwin, music director and newcomer Annabelle Taylor

RETURN TO CONTENTS
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• Extensive experience in caring for persons suffering from
strokes, muscular dystrophy, multiple sclerosis, spinal
injuries, motoneuron disease, Parkinson's, Alzheimer's
and dementia as well as providing palliative care.

• All nurses and carers are fully trained,
insured and DBS checked.

Live in Care - Daily Visits - Respite Care

Henley Care Agency
Care in your own home

For more information or to arrange
a home assessment call Izabela
directly on 07849 897 052

Tel. 01491 842915
Email. info@henleycare.co.uk

CQC Registered Provider 1-341050661

We cannot make you immortal
but we can prepare a Will 
to ensure your loved ones 

are cared for.

51a Church Street, Caversham, Reading RG4 8AX
Telephone: 0118 947 8638
eMail: kelly@cavershamsolicitors.co.uk
           priya@cavershamsolicitors.co.uk

Caversham
Solicitors

JUBILEE HALL, CHARVIL

Available for community groups and private hire
St Andrew’s hall in Park View Drive North, Charvil is available 

for ad-hoc bookings. It can seat 80 in theatre style, has a 
stage and kitchen. 

http://www.sonningparish.org.uk
or from Raj on 0795 642 3764 
jubileehallcharvil@gmail.com

http://henleycare.co.uk
http://tutordoctorberkshire.co.uk
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 the parish noticeboard — 2

The Friends of St Andrew’s Church 
(FoStAC) are to hold a brass band 
concert in memory of Martin Boyles 
on Friday 11 November in the Way 
Hall, Reading Blue Coat School at 
7.30pm. 

Martin was organising this 
fundraising concert for FoStAC 
before he was taken ill and the 
‘Friends’ are dedicating it to him in 
memory of the enormous support 
he gave St Andrew’s, the Rotary 
Club, the Salvation Army and 
other charities through his tireless 
fundraising efforts. 

The Ascot Brass Band will present 
the concert that will also include a 
performance from a youth choir.

For tickets - £10 for adults and £3 
for children - contact: Bob Hine 969 
8653, Wendy Williams 969 6609 or 
Keith Nichols 969 4628.

Proceeds will go towards the 
new heating boiler that FoStAC is 
installing in St Andrew’s Church.

Martin Boyles 
memorial concert at  
Reading Blue Coat 
School

Sunday 30 October, as well as being 
All Saints Day, is the feast day of 
a little known saint, Alphonsus 
Rodriguez.

If you have done your best to live 
‘right’ and still had nothing but 
trouble and heartache in your life, 
Alphonsus is the saint for you.   

He was born in 1532, the son of 
a wool merchant in Segovia, Spain. 
He followed his father into the 
profession, married, and had two 
children.   

Alphonsus was a responsible 
person. Then, his wife died, his 
children died, and the business 
failed. By the time he was 38, 
Alphonsus had lost everything – 
through no fault of his own.  

In 1571 he entered the Jesuit 
order and was sent to the college of 
Montesione in Majorca where they 
decreed he should be a hall porter – 
and so he was, for the rest of his life.   

We can only surmise the grief, 
despair and anger that Alphonsus 
must have struggled with at times.   
All we know is that at some point, he 
discovered he was still able to salvage 
something from the wreck of his life 
because the surviving accounts of his 
life describe him as a prayerful, self-
sacrificing, obedient man. Indeed, 
his character was so remarkable 
that it bore fruit more widely than 
he could ever have imagined. Down 

the years many sought out the hall 
porter for counselling over the 
heartbreaks of their own lives.  

God honoured Alphonsus’ faith 
in Him and the famous poet Gerard 
Manley Hopkins, centuries later, 
wrote a poem in which he praises 
Alphonsus as an example of holiness 
realised in and through the duties of 
an unspectacular, humdrum life.

Saintly hall porter’s 
humdrum life

Honour is flashed off exploit, so we say; 
And those strokes once that gashed flesh 
or galled shield 
Should tongue that time now, 
trumpet now that field, 
And, on the fighter, forge his glorious day.
On Christ they do and on the martyr may;
But be the war within, the brand we wield 
Unseen, the heroic breast not outward-steeled, 
Earth hears no hurtle then from fiercest fray. 
 
Yet God (that hews mountain and continent, 
Earth, all, out; who, with trickling increment,         
Veins violets and tall trees makes 
more and more) 
Could crowd career with conquest 
while there went 
Those years and years by of world without event 
That in Majorca Alfonso watched the door.

St Alphonsus Rodriguez 
by Gerard Manley Hopkins (1844–89) 

Service for our faithful departed

This year’s service when we remember our faithful departed is on Sunday 
30 October at 6.30pm in St Andrew’s Church. During this peaceful, moving 
celebration of the lives of loved-ones candles are lit in their memory, their 
names being read aloud as the candles are lit. This year we are trying a 
different way of compiling the names of those read out. As well as including 
those whose funeral services have been taken by the ministry team in the past 
year, you will be invited to add the name of your loved one to the list when you 
arrive for the service. If you would like to add a name please arrive in good time 
to do so. Following the service you are invited to stay for a drink and to meet 
with each other and with our ministry and pastoral visiting team. 

— Christian Aid Harvest Appeal
— The staff of the Duchess of
      Kent Hospice
— The new bishop of Oxford
—  Those who produce,
      distribute and teach the
      Holy Bible

For your prayers in October

RETURN TO CONTENTS

PLEASE 
NOTE:

This 
service is 
now being 

held on 
Sunday 6
November
at 6.30pm 

not as 
stated on 
this page.
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Five generations of experience 

serving Sonning for 190 years - 

we know we will make a difference

Reading Head Office 0118 957 3650

Henley Office 01491 413434

Caversham 0118 9477007

Other branches: Wokingham, Bracknell, Thatcham

For information about our funeral

and memorial masonry services: 

www.abwalker.co.uk

Golden Charter
Funeral Plans

A.B.WALKER
& SON LIMITED

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Hicks MOT & 
Service Centre
We offer a complete, well equipped,  

modern workshop for all your  
vehicle servicing or repair needs

WHILE YOU WAIT 

MOT TEST
AND SERVICE CENTRE

15 Headley Road, Woodley RG5 4JB

Tel: 0118 944 1808

	Private & Commercial Vehicle Repairs
	Air Conditioning Service
	Free Courtesy Car (subject to availability)

Open 7.30am - 
5.30pm (Weekdays)

Hicks  
Joinery Ltd  

Joinery Manufacturers.  
Wood Finishing 

Tel: Reading  
0118 969 0595

The Hicks  
Group

Hicks  
Developments Ltd 

Property Developers  
Tel: Reading 0118 969 0595

Junior School  
Open Morning
Friday 7 October 
9.15-11.00am

30, Christchurch Road, Reading, 
Berkshire, RG2 7AR

theabbey.co.uk

Journey
            of discovery

Sonning parish magazine October 2016.indd   1 02/09/2016   12:44:04

http://www.abwalker.co.uk
http://theabbey.co.uk


The Parish Magazine - October 2016 11

From 
the 
editor’s 
desk

The persecuted church and how to support it
 the parish noticeboard — 3

By Colin Bailey

Two things in the last few days 
have reminded me of the past, and 
both have been changed beyond all 
recognition by computer technology  
- something that I first began writing 
about over 40 years ago as a reporter 
on a newspaper called Electronics 
Weekly. 

My first reminder was when I 
visited our printers in Reading to 
seek advice on how we could improve 
the quality of the colour photographs 
published in this magazine. One of 
my jobs as a reporter on Electronics 
Weekly was to sign the issue off each 
week at the printers. It was much 
simpler in those days - the metal type 
was set by hand in trays and pictures 
were reproduced in black and white. 
Today while we still have to ‘put ink 
on paper’ there is such a huge variety 
of computer-based processes with 
as many different requirements that 
it is now very important to present 
text and images in formats that are 
compatible with those used by the 
printer. It may sound obvious, but 
the vast number of choices computer 
software offers today make life more 
complicated than simpler. 

The other reminder of the past 
came when I was asked to send a 
cheque to someone. Not only was it 
an achievement to find the cheque 
book - I have not used one for a least 
five years - it also needed a letter to 
go with it. Judging by the number of 
letters that land on my desk, letter 
writing is an art of the past. Emails, 
text, twitter and social media have 
almost killed the art of letter writing 
which is a sad loss as a means of 
communications that is thousands 
of years old. You only have to read 
the letters preserved in the Bible 
to see what is meant by ‘the art of 
letter writing’ and how the skilful 
use of words not only create powerful 
images but often have a life-changing 
effect on the recipients. 

When did you last write a letter, or 
indeed, read one?

Africa: Ethiopia and Zimbabwe famine and persecution
Ethiopia is suffering its worst famine in 50 years. Two failed rainy seasons followed 
by catastrophic flooding have destroyed crops in large parts of the country. Grain 
stored by the government during the good years is insufficient. Up to 10 million 
people are in danger of starvation. This is in the context of growing persecution. 
Over 5,000 Christians have been wounded or killed by Islamic extremists in the 
last 8 years. Over 2,000 church buildings have been burnt or demolished.  In 
Zimbabwe they have the worst drought in living memory. Barnabas Fund has been 
able to help Zimbabwean farmers in the 2008-9 food crisis and again now, training 
them how to farm more productively including in drought conditions. To contribute 
to the Barnabas Fund appeal to help feed Christians in Ethiopia and Zimbabwe, call 
0800 587 4006 or 01672 565031. https://barnabasfund.org/appeals/FAMINE-IN-AFRICA-
Unfolding-Tragedy-in-Zimbabwe-and-Ethiopia 

Maldives: Law makes defamation a crime
A law has been passed criminalising defamatory speech, remarks, writings and 
other actions including a gesture, and targets actions against ‘any tenet of Islam’ in 
the Muslim-majority country, a popular holiday destination. The chief of the Rule 
of Law branch at the UN human rights office said ‘So basically it’s crippling freedom 
of expression…’ http://www.christiantoday.com/article/severe.restrictions.on.religious.
freedom.in.the.maldives.as.defamation.law.passed/92829.htm 

Pakistan: Death sentence appeal for Christian 
During the second week of October, Aasia Bibi, a Pakistani Christian who in 
November 2010 was sentenced to death under Pakistan’s controversial blasphemy 
law, will have her appeal heard by the Supreme Court. It is a positive step forward 
for Aasia Bibi but there are concerns that the widespread support for her sentence 
could delay the hearing and even affect the decision itself, and cause a backlash 
against Christian communities across Pakistan. Should the appeal fail, Aasia Bibi 
– who even in prison has been bullied and forced to cook her own food for fear of 
being poisoned – has only the possibility of a presidential pardon to save her from 
execution. Please pray for Aasia Bibi. https://barnabasfund.org/news/Aasia-Bibi-appeal-
set-for-October-but-widespread-support-for-death-penalty-may-affect-hearing-and-wider-
Christian-population?audience=GB

UK: Christians ignored by advisory group
Thank you to all those who signed the petition that called on governments to 
recognise that Islamic State (IS) is intentionally engaged in genocide and to 
assist victims of genocide in Syria and Iraq. The Home Office’s Independent 
Advisory Group on Country Information has just issued its latest guidance to staff 
assessing applications for asylum from Syria. This makes no reference whatsoever 
to Christians, despite the fact that it is now widely accepted that Christians in 
Syria are facing genocide. https://barnabasfund.org/news/UK-Home-Office-guidance-
on-Syrian-refugees-makes-no-mention-of-Christians-despite-them-facing-genocide?utm_
source=twitterfeed&utm_medium=twitter 

Syria: Fuel and food shortages
Fuel and food are increasingly scarce in Aleppo, Syria’s largest city, and a grim 
picture is painted of the constant danger in which Christians trapped in the city 
have to live. Young children are suffering the most; the shops no longer stock 
milk and it now sells on the black market for up to eight times the usual price. An 
estimated 40,000 Christians are among the remaining residents. To give to the 
Barnabas Fund appeal call 0800 587 4006 / 0167 256 5031. https://barnabasfund.org/
appeals/Tragedy-continues-for-Christians-in-Aleppo-you-can-help-them?audience=GB

UK — London: Floodlights highlight Christian persecution
Both Westminster Abbey and Westminster Cathedral are to be floodlit in red by 
the Catholic charity Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) in November to highlight 
the plight of persecuted Christians in the Middle East. http://www.christiantoday.com/
article/westminster.abbey.and.westminster.cathedral.to.be.flood.lit.red.to.highlight.persecuted.
christians.around.world/92881.htm

A round-up of news items, features, and links: please read for awareness, and 
support through prayer and any further support - financial or otherwise

RETURN TO CONTENTS
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bridging the gap  
enabling independence at home

For further information contact:  
01491 578 758
Email: bonny@bridgeshomecare.co.uk
Bridges Home Care, Oxford House, Highlands Lane  
Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 4PS

30 years experience providing care and 
supporting families in their own homes

Coeducational Day & Boarding School 
for pupils aged 11-18 

Luckley House School, Wokingham
T: 0118 978 4175 E: Registrar@luckleyhouseschool.org

OPEN MORNING
Saturday 8 October, 9am

OPEN HOUSE - Every Friday, 9.30am

Book online at www.luckleyhouseschool.org

1-2 The Parade
Coppice Road

Woodley
RG5 3RB

Richard Lloyd Funeral Services
Independent Funeral Director

24 Hr Telephone: 0118 969 3033

www.readingfunerals.co.uk
enquiries@readingfunerals.co.uk

Telephone or visit Martin or Richard for free,
no-obligation advice at any time. 

Family-owned, Independent
Funeral Director

and Monumental Mason
serving all areas 
in and around 

Sonning and Charvil
Martin Ward

Funeral Director
Dr Richard Lloyd

Proprietor

• Traditional funerals; also horse-drawn hearses, motor-cycle hearse, 
designer coffins and environmentally friendly funerals, including 
wicker, bamboo and pine coffins, as well as woodland burials.

• Personal attention and no-obligation visits made by us
in the comfort of your own home, or in our office in Woodley.

• Golden Charter and Age UK pre-payment Funeral Plans and advice.

http://bridgeshomecare.co.uk
http://www.luckleyhouseschool.org
http://www.addplumbingsolutions.co.uk
http://sewsewtwyford.co.uk
http://www.readingfunerals.co.uk
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Total Raised 
£481,289

Once again, writes project manager 
Perry Mills, I find myself writing the 
monthly progress report knowing 
that it won’t get read for about three 
weeks. It’s a mix of an historical 
update with some forecasting thrown 
in for good measure; the outcome not 
always looking as I intended it, so 
apologies for that but I find myself at 
the mercy of the promises of others 
from time to time.

Where are we now (late September/
early October)? The outside of our 
building can now be seen for all its 
glory, well I think so anyway! It looks 
so much softer on the eye now that 
the scaffolding has been removed and 
I’m told that if you get up close that 
you can smell the aroma of the cedar 
cladding.

The first fixing of the electrics 
and heating are completed as is the 
dry-lining - plaster boarding - so we 
await the arrival of the plasterers. 
The motorised ‘Velux’ skylights are in 
which will allow some extra natural 
light to brighten up the main hall.

You may have noticed yet more 
excavating works in the main 
churchyard, this is the final leg of the 
digging and this time it was to link the 
new gas supply to the church and our 

new building. Once the new heating 
system is up and running we’ll finally 
be able to remove the large ugly oil 
tank. Now that the large heavy duty 
plant and equipment is on site you’ll 
start to see some of the grounds 
getting cleared and levelled.

Despite the progress we have made 
I’m frustrated to have to say that I’m 
not entirely happy with it of late, which 
is something that has been relayed 
back to our main contractor, Grove 
Construction, on several occasions. We 
really ought to have been closer to our 
original completion date by now but 
we are where we are and construction 
is reliant on so many factors coming 
together. 

That said, despite the lateness we’ve 
got a fabulous building and facility 
fast emerging so I hope when it is 
finally finished that the delays being 
experienced now will be a distant 
memory.

Finally, and here’s the big one...we 
hope to achieve ‘Practical Completion’ 
by mid to late October and I’m only 
referring to the building and its 
internals. We’ll still have lots to do 
with the external landscaping which 
among other elements will provide 
the safe access to the buildings via the 
main churchyard. 

The clergy office within the parish 
administration building is taking shape

Inside the main hall the wood framework 
creates an inviting and spacious environment 

The outside of the main hall is now almost complete The administration unit and arch that gives access to the new graveyard

‘Practical Completion’ could be this month

90 years ago on 14 October 1926 
Winnie The Pooh was born - well this 

was when the world-famous children’s 
book by A A Milne was first published. 

Pooh’s wisdom is often obviously 
rooted in the Bible. His refusal to let 

Piglet worry reminds us of Luke 12:22. 
‘Supposing a tree fell down, Pooh, 

while we were underneath it?”
‘Supposing it didn’t,’ said Pooh 

after careful thought.

A THOUGHT FOR THE WORRIED
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TOMALIN & SON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Monumental Mason

An Independent & Family-Owned Funeral Service
24 Hours Personal Attention / Private Chapel of Rest

Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames

Home users & small businesses in the Wargrave, Henley, 
Twyford, Bray, Cookham, Bisham, Sonning and surrounding areas. 

At your office or home. One-to-One personal tuition, 
Advice, Set-up and Installation. 

PC Health-Check, Tune-Up, Virus & Spyware, Data Recovery, 
Email & Office, Broadband, Wired & Wireless Networks, 

Skype/VOIP & Webcams. 
Microsoft Windows, XP, Vista & Windows 7 Operating Systems. 

No job too small or too large 

Home users & small businesses in the Twyford, Charvil, 
Sonning, Woodley, Wargrave and surrounding areas.
At your office or home. One-to-One personal tuition, 

Advice, Set-up and Installation.
PC Health-Check, Tune-Up, Virus & Spyware, Data Recovery, 

Email & Office, Broadband, Wired & Wireless Networks, 
Skype/VOIP & Webcams.

Microsoft Windows 8, 7 and all earlier versions.
New - Smartphone (e.g. iPhone, Android, Blackberry, 
Windows) and iPad/Tablet advice set up and integration.

CHRIS   the plumber
I offer the same friendly, reliable service as 
always but in addition to general plumbing 
I now offer domestic and commercial gas 
work — boiler repairs, installations, fault 
finding, power flush.

WHITE MARQUEES
For hire

 All proceeds used for funds of 
1st Sonning Scout Group

Suitable for all events, 
parties, fetes etc.
We Deliver, Erect, 

Take Down and Collect!

Suggested donation of only £175
Discount for Registered Charities

Trefor 07789 880072
 Marquee@sonningscouts.co.uk

MUCK ‘N’ MULCH 

 
in 

 
 

The F lower Loft
Individually designed Floral Gifts 

for all occasions
Same day local delivery service

Wedding and Event Flowers
Floral Tributes

Sympathy Flowers

             INTERFLORA FLORIST 

The Flower Loft
LADD’s Garden Village

A4 Bath Road, Hare Hatch RG10 9SB

0118 940 3804
www.theflowerloftatladds.co.uk

Serving our local communities for 10 years

Tel:
0149 157 3370

Ask Chris Duvall for a free quote
christheplumber75@gmail.com 
0785 095 6354

Repairs not covered by Homeserve?
Speak to a tradesman, not a salesman!                               
Emergency call out available

3584769

http://www.tomalins.co.uk
http://www.kimservices.co.uk
http://www.sonningscouts.co.uk
http://www.muckandmulch.co.uk
http://www.theflowerloftatladds.co.uk
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£14.95 per volume from: Chapter One Bookshop, Woodley; Brighton’s Newsagents in Woodley and Twyford; 
Pat Livesey 0118 961 8017, Amazon.co.uk and in St Andrew’s Church following some services.

Proceeds to the digital recording and restoration of The Parish Magazine archives

This third volume of 
The Parish Magazine history 
concentrates upon the thirty years 
which span the twentieth and twenty 
first centuries. During this short 
period, and in common with other 
Britons, the inhabitants of Sonning 
and neighbouring parishes were to 
experience changes which would 
have profound effects upon the 
lives of everyone. The launch and 
expansion of the world wide web 
had brought into the homes of so 
many the onset of the Computer 
Revolution. Other rapid changes 
were also taking place including the 
vast expansion of house development 
and subsequence increase in traffic 
volume, augmented by the exponential 
rate of population growth locally and 
throughout vast areas of Britain.

GMN

THE PARISH MAGAZINE 

one of the earliest and long standing monthly 

magazines published by English parishes, the  

first issue dating from 1869. During a century  

and a half the magazine has recorded local,  

national and also international happenings 

of interest to Sonning residents and those of 

neighbouring towns and villages; particularly 

Charvil, Dunsden, Earley and Woodley.

A THAMES PARISH
MAGAZINE

The History of The Parish Magazine
serving Sonning and sometime

Charvil, Dunsden, Earley, Woodley

VOLUME THREE

1986 – 2015

Jacket photograph: 

A bird’s eye view of Sonning
© Philip Parker www.aerialphil.co.uk

80mm 80mm155mm 155mm24mm

22
5m

m

Third volume in magazine 
triology published this month

The third, and final, volume of The Parish Magazine history 
concentrates on the 30 years which span the 20th & 21st centuries 

when Sonning and neighbouring parishes experienced changes 
that have had profound effects on all our lives - the internet, mobile 

communications, and expotential population growth.

Digital recording and 
restoration boosted by 
the Scarecrows

This extract from December 1883 features church and village news

Digitised copy of The Parish Magazine

The Parish Magazine digital recording and restoration 
project has received a major boost thanks to a very 
generous donation from the 2016 Scarecrow Trail fund, 
for which we are extremely grateful.

This donation, together with two previous ones from the 
Sonning Fireman Trust and an interested librarian plus 
the proceeds from the sale of Gordon Nutbrown’s books - 
see below - means that we can push ahead with the next 
phase of the project. As well as giving instructions to 
Trevelyan Limited to start scanning the next batch of past 
issues we have been able to start the restoration of some 
of the early volumes that are in need of urgent repair.

The restoration work on three early volumes will take 
about three months to complete. It is being undertaken 
by Chris Masters of Reading-based Masters Bookbinding. 
Chris has been a local professional bookbinder for 50 

years, working first as an apprentice and then studying 
at the London School of Printing and Oxford College 
of Technology. He has also taught fine bookbinding 
at Reading College. As well as restoring old valuable 
books, his company produces fine bindings for corporate 
presentations, memorial, family, sentimental books and 
similar special documents. 

Chris Masters (left) and his son Roger who manages the company 

The Parish Magazine 2017 Calendar

On sale in aid of our digital recording and restoration project 
The Parish Magazine 2017 Calendar features images of the 
parish painted by local art groups. It is on sale in St Andrew’s 
Church but if you have a problem getting one contact the 
editor on 0118 961 1188 or editor@theparishmagazine.co.uk

Price: £8
Open size: 

42 x 29.7cms
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READING BLUE COAT SCHOOL
An Independent Day School for Boys, with a Co-Educational Sixth Form

Contact us for an
informal chat with our 
Admissions team 

Join the
adventure!

0118 944 1005 • www.rbcs.org.uk

Drop in for a tour today, or call us on
0118 944 4300 to fi nd out more.

Sunrise of Sonning, Old Bath Road, Sonning, Berkshire RG4 6TQ

sunrise-care.co.uk/sonning

A Brighter Approach
to Senior Living

When it comes to senior care, Sunrise continues to set the standard. 
Our expertly trained staff and the high quality personalised care we 
offer are changing the way people view senior living.

Whether it’s assisted living, nursing or specialist dementia care, 
everything we do is born from a commitment to providing only
the very best care to older people.

ADV_SON_0115_ParishMagazine_01.indd   1 07/01/2015   10:58

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Window Cleaner 
 

 Interior & exterior  
 All windows, frames, sills & doors 
 Conservatory cleaning 
 Fully insured 
 
 

We provide a reliable, professional service, ensuring that 
your home will sparkle.  For a free quote call or email 
 

07967 004426 
 thewindowcleaner1@googlemail.com 

http://www.rbsc.org.uk
http://www.ovenuwokingham.net
http://www.sunrise-care.co.uk/sonning
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Knitting and nattering for Prince Harry’s children

When you walk into Sunrise of 
Sonning there’s a good chance 
you will see a group of residents 
sitting around tables knitting 
and nattering for Prince Harry’s 
children in Africa.

About 12 ladies at Sunrise have 
knitted between them hundreds of 
squares which they sew together to 
make traditional patchwork blankets 
for vunerable children in Africa. 
Blankets are a much prized item used 
as coats during the day and to keep 
them warm during the cold nights.   

Sunrise residents Jane Perrons (left) and Lyn Jewitt, who also regularly 
attends our 10.30am church service, pack a blanket for Sentebale

Prince Harry visits some of the vulnerable children that the charity he 
co-founded with Prince Seeiso of Lesotho is working to support  

Recently, Olivia Edwards from 
Sentebale, Prince’s Harry’s charity, 
visited the Sunrise knitters and 
natters to collect the latest blankets 
they had made and to tell them about 
the work of the charity.

Sentebale was founded in 2006 
by Prince Harry and Prince Seeiso of 
Lesotho following Prince Harry’s gap 
year to Lesotho in 2004. The charity 
helps the most vulnerable children 
in Lesotho and Botswana receive the 
support they need to lead healthy 
and productive lives. Many of the 
children are victims of HIV which is 
a central focus for the charity’s work.

Lesotho has the second highest 
rate of HIV in the world, a third of 
the children have been orphaned and 
over half the population live below 
the national poverty line. Against 
this backdrop, Sentebale works with 
local grass-roots organisations to 
help the most vulnerable children, 
the victims of extreme poverty and 
the region’s HIV/AIDS epidemic. 

Olivia told the Sunrise knitters 
and natters, ‘Together, we are 
making a big difference to these 
children’s lives by improving their 
access to quality care and education.’

How to help 
Prince Harry

To contact Sentebale
info@sentebale.org
0207 730 0226

http://sentebale.org/

To make a donation
http://sentebale.org/take-action-now

You could help the residents of 
Sunrise by knitting squares which 

need to be on size 4 needles.
Use double knitting yarn and

knit 30 plain stitches by 30 rows. 
Contact Georgina Williams or 
Sue Peters on 0118 944 4300 

for more details.

You could make a donation 
- see contact details below.

You could pray for the children of 
Lesotho and Botswana and for those 

trying to give them a better life.

Credits: Pictures of the Lesotho children and 
Prince Harry - Chris Jackson / Getty Images; 
Sunrise residents - Sunrise Senior Living
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A.F. Jones
Stonemasons

Limited

Established in 1858

01491 574 644
www.etsheppard.co.uk

36 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames RG9 1AG

0118 9573 537
www.afjones.co.uk

33 Bedford Road, Reading, RG1 7EX

57732 AF Jones Parish Magazine Advert.indd   1 19/11/2014   10:43

Woodley Decor
Painters & Decorators

Established Since 1969

No job too small
All work guaranteed

For a free quotation, contact us on:
0118 969 6828

or visit our website: http://www.woodleydecor.co.uk
 

93 Western Avenue, Woodley, Berkshire RG5 3BL

Physiotherapy
at Twyford and Wargrave 

GP Surgeries
and Castle Royale

Private appointments available 
Registered with all major healthcare providers

Book online at www.fitandable.co.uk 
or call 07720 933 192

For more information  
email info@fitandable.co.uk

F&ASonningParishAdMar16.indd   1 27/02/2016   16:09

Open Mornings
Saturday 1 October, 10.00am (Sixth Form)
Saturday 8 October, 9.30am (Whole School)

Inspirational HMC boarding and day school for 
450 pupils, overlooking the River Thames

Boys 11-18 • Girls 16-18 
Academic, sport and arts scholarships available

Book online at
www.shiplake.org.uk/opendays

http://www.afjones.co.uk
http://www.fitandable.co.uk
http://www.shiplake.org.uk
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When I left school everyone knew what was to come. At 21 
years you would be an adult and when you retired at 60 or 65 
you would be old, writes Bob Peters. Today life is less simple 
with a range of possibilities - when are you old, elderly, aged, 
and so on? And when do you change from one to another?  
      When United Nations unsuccessfully tried to define at 
what age you become ‘old’ their only conclusion was that in 
some parts of the world you are old when you are over 60 or 
65 years, although in Africa, for example, it is 50 or 55 years. 

A demographic age revolution is underway throughout 
the world. Today, there are around 600 million people aged 
60 years and over worldwide. This number will double 
by 2025 and will reach two billion by 2050, with the vast 
majority of older people in the developing world.

In order to recognize the important contributions that 
older people make to our world, while raising awareness 
towards issues of ageing, the UN designated 1 October as the 
International Day of Older Persons and, as this month I will 
be 70, I make no apologies for featuring the subject here!

The World Health Organization (WHO) theme 
of the International Day of Older Persons on      
1 October is ‘take a stand against ageism’. At the 
69th World Health Assembly, the WHO director 
general called for a global campaign to combat 
ageism and to support local and international 
partners in their efforts to change policies and 
practices.

The Chartered Society of Physiotherapy is supporting Older People’s Day, as 
we call it in the UK, by pledging our expertise as a profession to promote how 
older people can live longer and live well.

A celebration of 
growing older

There is strong evidence that 
undertaking physical activity 
throughout our life span is a good 
way of preserving your skeletal 
health and preventing falls and 
fractures as time goes on. 

Physical activity is good for our 
health and has been shown to reduce 
our incidence of breast cancer, colon 
cancer, diabetes, ischaemic heart 
disease and strokes. 

Although being generally active 
undoubtedly helps all of us to stay fit 
and healthy many people find that 
as they get older episodes of pain 
and or stiffness restricts the amount 
of activity they can do. Ironically, 
it is often exercise that they would 
most benefit from to help them 
improve their musculoskeletal health 

once again. The exercises however 
need to be carefully considered and 
appropriate to the individual and 
their needs.

Dr Mindy Cairns is one of our 
most experienced musculoskeletal 
physiotherapists and runs both the 
Prime Movers class for the older 
person and Max your Back which 
is our specialist Pilates class for 
those people with troublesome 
backs. Although a recognised 
spinal specialist she has developed 
a particular interest in the effects 
of ageing on the musculoskeletal 
system and how exercise and 
physical activity can be used to 
address detrimental changes.

Prime Movers is suitable for 
anyone with reduced mobility, 

whether this is due to the inevitable 
ageing process or to a chronic 
musculoskeletal condition. It is 
aimed at those who want to improve 
flexibility, strength and mobility in a 
fun and safe environment.   

Age is no barrier as exercises 
can be tailored to individual needs.  
Mindy uses a wide and varied range 
of effective exercises in standing and 
sitting with some gentle resistance 
work. It does not involve any floor 
or mat work, as although you may 
be able to get down you might not 
necessarily manage to get up again!  

In support of ‘Older People’s Day’ 
Physiocare is offering a free taster 
session to see if Prime Movers could 
help you move better and more 
effectively. If you are interested in 
meeting Mindy and attending a 
taster session please call on 0118 934 
4055 or email physio@physiocare.co.uk.

In modern times the greatest fully 
authenticated age to which any 
human has ever lived is, according 
The Guinness Book of Records, 122 
years 164 days by Jeanne Louise 
Calment (pictured left) who died in 
a nursing home in Arles, southern 
France on 4 August 1997. At the 
beginning of time, according to 
the Bible, people lived even longer: 
Adam lived 930 years (Genesis 5.5), 

Who are the oldest people ever?

Seth 912 years (Genesis 5.8), Enosh 905 years (Genesis 
5.11), Kenan 910 years (Genesis 5.14), Mahalalel 895 years 
(Genesis 5.17), Jared 962 years (Genesis 5.20), Enoch 365 
years before God took him (Genesis 5.22–24), Lamech 777 
years (Genesis 5.21). Genesis 9.29 records that Noah lived 
950 years. But the oldest man in the Bible, outliving all the 
rest, is Methuselah, who lived 969 years (Genesis 5.27)!

Keep moving all your life to help live longer 
By Elizabeth Jones, Physiocare
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Bible Sunday this year is on 23 October. 
The day is promoted nationally by Bible 
Society, a charity that works in over 
200 countries with a global mission to 
bring the Bible to life for every man, 
woman and child. The society believes 
that when people engage with the Bible 
lives can change – for good. A quick 
visit to http://www.biblesociety.org.uk 
will show you that their belief is indeed 
a reality for hundreds of thousands of 
people around the world. There can be 
no doubt that this all-time best seller 
has not only changed the history of 
the world, but shaped the culture and 
traditions of almost every nation in it.

In days past, certainly within my 
lifetime, a copy of The Holy Bible could 
be found in almost every home in this 
country, although I’m not so certain 
that this is true today. For many more 
elderly folk there is only one Bible, the 
King James authorised translation 
into the English language that was 
first printed in 1611. There have been 
a number of revisions and attempts to 
make the 17th century English more 
understandable as time has gone by 
but in essense little has changed and 
for many people this is The Bible, but in 
reality it is not the only one.

The Bible is a collection of writings, 
letters, poetry, songs and documents 
that record the lives and deeds of 
kings and queens, religious leaders, 
prophets and common people, and 
their relationship with God. Through 
its pages God reveals himself to us and 
through his Son offers us the great hope 
of reconciliation with him in a spiritual 
life beyond our death. 

The Bible therefore is the library of 
life bound up in a single volume. It is a 
reference work including a history of 
humankind. It has adventure, war and 
romance stories, poetry and humour. It 
is ‘unique’ in one sense of the word, yet 
today there are hundreds of different 
versions. Data for last November shows 
that the complete Bible is available 
in 531 languages, with another 2,883 
languages having some part of it. 

Not only is it published in different 
languages, there are versions for 
different Christian denominations, 
and for different cultures and different 
interests in life.

There is another factor that has 
created differences in the Bible. The 
original documents were written in 
the ancient languages of Hebrew, 
Aramaic and Greek - in many cases 
these original documents no longer 
exist. Because the vocabulary in the 
ancient languages was tiny compared 
with the range of words we use today, 
many words had several meanings, and 
there were no degrees of emotions. If 
you did not love someone you hated 
them. Whereas today, toleration, liking 
or disliking someone does not imply 
you love them or hate them. It’s why in 
the Bible you can read that God hates 
someone, while today, does not love 
may be a more understandable phrase.

Today, most of the recognised Bibles 
in the English language are translated 
directly from the ancient scriptures, 
which could be copies of the originals 
- as soon as a copy is made there is a 
possiblity for different interpreations 
to creep in, just as each translator will 
have slightly different interpretations. 

When the Bible first began to be 
translated into English there were huge 
debates about these ‘interpretations’. 
This led to King James officially 
authorising the standard version that is 
still widely used throughout the world 
today as ‘The Bible’.

But this does not mean that other 
versions are wrong, although some 
people argue they are not acceptable 
and they have a right to their views. 
Our archeological, historical and 
language knowledge is far superior 
than it was 400 years ago so there is 

a very powerful argument for these 
‘modern’ versions. I think that modern 
versions of the Bible are an excellent 
thing, not only because of our improved 
knowledge but because they make 
the Bible more accessible to a wider 
range of people who might not find the 
authorised version very user-friendly.

I have a collection of over 120 
different Bibles ranging from a very 
early King James Bible printed in 1616, 
just five years after it was authorised, to 
bibles written in limerick, as emails, a 
tabloid newspaper, a ‘rap’, in American 
street language, for children and young 
people, in pictures, as a novel, a play 
and so on. Brought up by Cockney 
parents a favourite is a Cockney version 
which includes this Lord’s Prayer:

Hello, Dad, up there in good ol’heaven. Your 
name is well great and holy, and we respect 
you, Gov. We hope we can all ‘ave a butcher’s 
at heaven, and be there as soon as possible; 
and we want to make you happy, Guv, and 
do what you want ‘ere on earth, just like 
what you do in heaven. Guv, please give 
us some Uncle Fred, and enough grub and 
stuff to keep us going today, and we hope 
you’ll forgive us when we cock things up, just 
like we’re supposed to forgive all them who 
annoy us and do dodgy stuff to us. There’s 
a lot of dodgy people around, Guv, please 
don’t let us get tempted to do bad things. 
Help keep us away from all evil nasty stuff, 
and keep that dodgy Satan away from us, 
cos you’re much stronger than ‘im. You’re 
the Boss, God, and will be for ever, innit? 
Cheers, Amen.

So which Bible are we celebrating 
on Bible Sunday? I say, all of them!

But which Bible will we celebrate?
The last Sunday in the long Church season of Trinity is dedicated to thanking God for the Bible and for 
those who produce it, distribute it and teach it, writes Bob Peters . . . 

English language Bibles from 1616 (above) to modern versions (below) - which will you celebrate?
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My top five favourite versions of the Bible

One day Jesus was praying in a 
certain place. When he finished, one 
of disciples said to him, “Lord, teach 
us to pray, just as John taught his 
disciples.” He said to them, “When 
you pray, say:

Father,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdon come.
Give us each day our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
for we also forgive everyone 
who sins against us,
And lead us not into temptation.”

And it came to pass, that, as he was 
praying in a certain place, when he 
ceased, one of his disciples said unto 
him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John 
also taught his disciples. And he said 
unto them, “When ye pray, say, 

Our Father which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, 
so in earth. Give us day by day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our sins; 
for we also forgive every one that is 
indebted to us. And lead us not into 
temptation: but deliver us from evil.”

One day he was praying in a certain 
place. When he finished one of 
his diciples said: “Master, teach 
us to pray just as John taught his 
disciples.” So  he said, “When you 
pray, say,

Father,
Reveal who you are.
Set the world right.
Keep us alive with three square 
meals. Keep us forgiven with you 
and forgiving others.
Keep us safe from ourselves and 
the Devil.”

One time Jeshua was in a certain 
place praying. As he finished, one of 
the talmidim said to him, “Sir, teach 
us to pray, just as Yochanan taught 
his talmidim.” He said to them, 
“When you pray, say:

Father,
May your name be kept holy.
May your Kingdom come,
Give us each day the food we need.
Forgive us our sins, for we too 
forgive everyone who has wronged 
us.
And do not lead us to hard tesing.”

Luke 11: 1-4 — NIV Luke 11: 1-4 — King JamesLuke 11: 1-4 — The MessageLuke 11: 1-4 — Jewish Bible

The NIV Bible
As can be seen by the well 
worn image above, this New 
International Version Bible 
is always the first I turn to. 
NIV first appeared in the late 
70’s and has been revised 
several times. Some more 
recent revisions have been 
controversial because of 
gender changes. My study 
version includes lots of notes, 
charts and cross references 
which is why it is so worn. 

King James
This was my first Bible. I 
bought it at a jumble sale 
when I was about 10 years 
old. The complicated language 
- at least for a young boy - put 
me off reading the Bible for 
many years. Now, almost 60 
years later, I find myself using  
and appreciating the first 
authorised English language 
version of the Bible that has 
stood the test of time for over 
400 years.  

The Message
Published in 2002, The 
Message is a contemparary 
language version translated 
into American-English from 
the ancient Hebrew, Greek 
and Aramaic scriptures. It 
took a while to get used to 
the brash American ‘street’ 
language but once over that 
hurdle it is an excellent 
book to turn to if you are 
struggling with the more 
traditional versions. 

Complete Jewish Bible
This English version of 
the Bible is presented in a 
Jewish style following the 
Hebrew Bible order for the 
Old Testament and makes 
no separation between that 
and the New Testament. 
It corrects some of the 
misunderstanding and anti-
Jewish theological bias 
and often provides a useful 
alternative view of scripture 
for Christians and Jews alike.

The Scroll
This could be seen as an 
irreverent version of the 
Bible as it uses a tabloid 
newspaper style of 
presentation. As a paper 
boy delivering the Mirror, 
Sun and Daily Sketch I was 
always fascinated by the 
skill of the headline writers. 
As a journalist I learnt how 
to use such techniques, hence 
I find The Scroll a great read 
and it often gives a new 
insight into the Holy Bible.   

By Bob Peters
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Woods Wines
of Henley

0118 9401600

Something for everyone at Sheeplands 
Garden Centre

Farm Shop

Café

Fishmongers

Butcher

October
Halloween Fun

The Parish Magazine - 1 Sept - 30 Oct

 Valid May 2016 

Garden Trends
BBQs and Furniture

Jon Thorner
Butchery

Fish Glorious Fish 
Fishmonger

Compost Range
Multibuy Offers

Offers valid Sept 1 - Oct 30

FREE

60g fertilizer 
sachet FREE
with every 
purchase

Q4 Fertilizer
          

Half-term FUN
See website for details

40% OFF
    

All hens’ eggs 
medium, large, XL

          

Erin Farm 
Manure
normally 

£4.99
each

Buy 1 Get 1 FREE

London Rd, Hare Hatch, Nr Twyford Reading, RG10 9HW

   Hare Hatch Sheeplands @HHSheeplands      www.harehatchsheeplands.co.uk

Offers valid 1 Sept - 31 Oct

 

Blinds in Sonning from 
The Wargrave Blind Company 

 

Huge choice of Blinds, Shutters & Curtain 
Poles from Top Manufacturers 
Sensible advice – Free Quotes 
Expertly fitted with Full Guarantee 

 
For a home appointment contact us on: 

Tel: 0118 940 1443 Mob: 07910 076521 
www.wargraveblinds.co.uk 

Plumbing & Decorating Service
Complete Project Refurbishment

Repairs to Bathroom Suites, Showers
Toilets, Basins, Radiators and more ...

Full Interior and Exterior Decorating
Reliable, Clean and Efficient

DAVID SHAILES
   0770 860 2442              i.plumber@btinternet.com

www.iplumberuk.com

http://www.richfieldflooring.co.uk
http://www.harehatchsheeplands.co.uk
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EXTREME SEVERE SPARSEMODERATECOLOUR KEY

PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS WORLDWIDE

All faith groups are facing persecution — 
but Christians are facing annihilation . . . 
 ... and this is what the international 
charity Barnabas Fund is asking 
Christians of all denominations to 
focus on during a special week of 
prayer starting on Sunday 30 October. 

The persecution can take different forms, 
some extremely violent, others quietly 
and perhaps unwittingly. Colin Bailey, 
who reminds us each month in his reports 
on page 13, includes this month an item 
from the UK about a government advisory 
group’s latest guidance to staff assessing 
applications for asylum from Syria that 
makes no reference to Christians. This is 
despite it being accepted that Christians 
in Syria are facing genocide. The motive 
behind the call for prayer by Barnabas Fund 
is summed up in an editorial in its latest 
edition of its magazine ‘BarnabasAid’, and 
which we reprint here . . . 

Kingdoms are in turmoil. 
Uncertainty abounds.   
Danger Threatens.

On Wednesday 29 June 2016, 
Egyptian president Abdel Fattah el-
Sisi declared that ‘the Muslim world 
is going through a dangerous turning 
point and is facing unprecedented 
challenges targeting its existence’. 
He spoke of the Muslim world 
fragmenting, of the creation of 
movements that are hostile to other 
religious groups and minorities, and 
of the dangers this will pose not only 
to Muslim societies but to the rest of 
humanity.

But it is not just Islam which is at 
a dangerous turning point. Hinduism 
has increasingly moved into militancy. 
It has taken a turn backwards in time 
to rediscover its lost heritage and to 
identify India and its peoples with a 
new militant ideology. 

The same goes for Buddhism, 
which is rediscovering its nationalist 
identity, as well as for the worldwide 
resurgence in totalitarianism of many 
kinds. In Russia, more and more the 
move towards the suppression of 
religion liberty and free speech and a 
regurgitation of its old Marxist past. 
For the West, what has been termed 
the ‘new civic religion’ is seeking 
to control the hearts and minds of 

nations with its own ethics, doctrines 
and practices.

What all of these movements have 
in common is their implacable hatred 
of Christianity, their desire to see the 
Church of Jesus Christ come to an 
end and create a world that is free of 
Christian presence, Christian values 
and Christian ideals.

A war is currently raging. The rise 
of these ideologies and their conflict 
with Christianity and the Church 
must be seen not just from a human 
perspective but also from the divine. 
There is a war in heaven (Revelation 12.7), 
with Satan and his hordes in violent 
conflict with Michael and the angels. 
At the heart of this conflict is Jesus 
Christ. Jesus said, ‘I will build my 
Church and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it.’ (Matthew 16.18)

The forces of hell have now been 
unleashed, as before in the past, but 
now with much greater ferocity. There 
is growing persecution of the Church 
worldwide, but it is taking the form 
of not of mere discrimination but of 
annihilation. It seeks nothing less than 
the genocide of Christianity. The devil 
is on earth, roaming around, filled 
with fury and hatred. (Revelation 12.14).

As for the Church, we can be 
assured that God keeps her in the 
palms of His hands, that she is 
destined for glory as Christ’s bride and 

I have worked much harder, been in 
prison more frequently, been flogged more 
severely, and been exposed to death again 
and again. Five times I received from the 
Jews the forty lashes minus one. Three 
times I was beaten with rods, once I was 
pelted with stones, three times I was 
shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in 
the open sea, I have been constantly on the 
move. I have been in danger from rivers, 
in danger from bandits, in danger from 
my fellow Jews, in danger from Gentiles; 
in danger in the city, in danger in the 
country, in danger at sea; and in danger 
from false believers. I have laboured and 
toiled and have often gone without sleep; 
I have known hunger and thirst and have 
often gone without food; I have been cold 
and naked. Besides everything else, I face 
daily the pressure of my concern for all the 
churches. (2 Corinthians 11.23b - 28)

that she will be victorious. But, for 
now, she must be faithful unto death, 
keep her testimony true and pure, and 
know that she is protected by the blood 
of the Lamb (Revelation 12.11).
Please remember the persecuted church 

in your prayers during 
Suffering Church Action Week

 30 October — 6 November

War in heaven

Persecution of Christians and 
their churches is not new. Paul 
wrote about it in his second letter 
to the Corinthians, but today it’s 
becoming an even more serious 
issue. This is Paul’s experience:

RETURN TO CONTENTS
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Why 
pay 
high 

street 
prices?
Lowest Prices Guaranteed
View our showroom and extensive selection of 
flooring and designs in your home - we come to you! 
Free no obligation quotation or professional advice.
AMTICO
KARNDEAN
VICTORIA
CORMAR
PENTHOUSE
LOUIS DE POOTERE
ALTERNATIVE FLOORING
KERSAINT COBB
V4 FLOOR WOOD FLOORING

Full range of quality 
flooring products: 
carpets, wood, 
laminate, vinyl
Complete flooring 
solutions for residential 
and commercial 
designs

• 

•

david.banning@fdflooring.com
0125 688 0253        0754 596 7271
www.finedesignflooring.com

The Homestead, Park Lane, Charvil, Reading RG10 9TR
email: sales@thebmgc.com

www.thebmgc.com

call us on 0118 934 5016

For cost effective, locally produced, quality graphics

10% of the value of your first order will be donated to the
new community hall fund when you quote Ref: BMGC-CH

• PVC banners
• Roller banners

• Posters
• Point of sale

• Shop signage
• Window graphics

• Exhibition systems
• Vehicle livery

• Signage for commerce
• Corporate branding

• Bespoke wall coverings
• Graphic design

• Installation services

Our transformation 
has begun...
49 gorgeous bedrooms & suites

Stunning new studio meeting rooms

100 capacity self-contained space for weddings & events

Coppa Club outdoor terrace

Newly landscaped gardens and mooring

Find out more: hello@greathouseatsonning.co.uk

0118 9692277  |    WWW.GREATHOUSEATSONNING.CO.UK  

THE GREAT HOUSE, THAMES STREET,  SONNING-ON-THAMES, 

BERKSHIRE,  RG4 6UT

COMPLETION DUE SEPT 2016

RETURN TO CONTENTS

http://www.finedesignflooring.com
http://www.thebmgc.com
http://www.greathouseatsonning.co.uk


The Parish Magazine - October 2016 25
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Reading Blue Coat School’s

FAMILY FIREWORKS

THURSDAY
3RD

NOVEMBER 
2016

Gates Open at 6.30 pm

Fireworks Display 7.15 pm

SAVE THE DATE!!

Tickets will be available from Reception in mid October

Tuesday 11 October 7 pm in Way 
Hall, a chamber concert featuring 
Blue Coat’s accomplished musicians.
Monday 17 October 1.30pm in 
the Buttery lunchtime music 
recital featuring the school’s brass 
instrumentalists. 
Admission for all the above is free; 
everyone welcome. Contact: 944 1005

Blue Coat diary

1st Sonning Brownies were certainly 
in for a treat during their chocolate-
themed evening, writes ranger guide 
Jasmine Thompson. 

Rosie’s chocolate factory, an 
organisation that offers workshops 
in which people can create their 
own chocolates, held a session with 
the brownies, during which the 
girls made their own customised 
chocolate bars, complete with sweets 
of their own choosing, along with a 
chocolate lolly. 

The girls packaged their 
chocolates themselves for a 
professional look, although I’m sure 
they were quickly unwrapped shortly 
afterwards for a bit of taste-testing! 

They then had the opportunity to 
taste raw chocolate, which produced 
various responses with some loving 
– and others hating it. Overall, our 
new budding chocolatiers had a 
pretty ‘sweet’ experience! 

Chocolate brownies! 2016 
Poppy 
appeal 
starts 
this 
month
For the Sonning branch of the Royal 
British Legion, and all branches 
throughout the country, this month 
is the most important time for their 
fundraising effort. 

The annual Poppy Appeal enables the 
Legion to carry out its promises to 
the country’s servicemen, past and 
present, who have unfortunately 
suffered injury, sickness or some 
other reason for not being able to 
cope with everyday life.

Please help them continue by 
supporting the 2016 Poppy Appeal as 
generously as you have in the past, 
for which the Legion thank you. 

As well as buying poppies, you 
could support the Legion by helping 
sell them. 

The new Sonning branch Poppy 
Appeal organiser, Adrienne Skirka, 
would appreciate hearing from you 
if you are able to assist in any way 
or if you require a special Royal 
British Legion poppy wreath. Her 
contact details are: 0118 987 3205 or 
adrienneskirka@gmail.com

Charvil Village Society needs two 
or three new committee members 
to help with the 2017 programme of 
events and to enable the society to 
continue. 

If you want to know more or have 
ideas for events, contact Mark A’Bear 
markabe@btconnect.com. Forthcoming 
events in Charvil Village Hall are:
— Friday 25 November: Village Quiz 
7.45 pm. Take your own drinks and 
nibbles, £7. Early booking essential: 
Roger Burns 934 5524. 
— Boxing Day Walk 10am leaves 
and returns to Charvil Village Hall. 
No booking, no charge, everyone, 
including dogs, welcome. Mulled wine, 
mince pies and nibbles on return.
— Saturday 28 January, Village Quiz 
7.45 pm. Bring your own drinks and 
nibbles, early booking essential: Roger 
Burns 934 5524
— Saturday 25 February, Horse-Race 
Night 7.45pm. Bring your own drinks 
and nibbles, £7: Mark - 934 3918.          
— Saturday 8 April 8, Senior Citizens 
Concert and Tea, 3-5pm. Free.
Madeleine Boyce 934 5260.

http://www.charvil.com/clubs-and-
societies/charvil-village-society/

Charvil Society

Sonning Art Group’s 
winner of the autumn 
Chairman’s Cup was 
Kay Mottram, seen 
here with her picture 
of a flower garden.

Kay used impasto to 
sculpt the flowers. 
Impasto is a technique 
where paint is laid on 
an area of the surface 
very thickly, usually 
thick enough that 
the brush strokes are 
visible. 
     Kay painted over the 
flowers with acrylics to 
give a stunning three 
dimensional effect. 

On 8 October the 
group has a return visit 
for an all day workshop 
with Margaret Mayer 
when she will be 
creating pictures on 
silk using inks.

The last Chairman’s 
Cup competition of 
the year will be held 
at the meeting on 25 
November when the 
subject will be ‘Gone 
with the Wind in any 
medium’. 

Sonning Art Group 
meets in Pearson Hall 
on Friday afternoons 
from 1-4pm. 

Chairman’s Autumn Cup winner in 3D 

RETURN TO CONTENTS
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Approved by:

Taking time to care.
Caring, compassionate, respectful, 

helpful – could you be a carer? 

Want to work in a highly rewarding care role where 

you can fit your life around your work and our 

different approach ensure we pay for you to train? 

If you genuinely believe you have the skills and 

qualities necessary to fulfil one of these roles, 

we’d love to hear from you. 

For further information, please contact 

0118 965 4091 or email your CV to: HR@Q1care.co.uk.

www.q1care.co.uk

Q1Care Ltd, Mortimer House, 49 Church Street, 

Theale, Berkshire RG7 5BX

http://www.milesfunerals.com
http://www.ivyofsonning.co.uk/
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The Sonning and Sonning Eye 
Society’s AGM and supper will be 
held on Saturday 19 November in  
Pearson Hall at 7 pm.

The AGM will start promptly at 
7.15 am and the guest speaker after 
supper will be Lesley Green, the 
headteacher of Sonning CoE School  
from 1999-2015.

Tickets, £16, are available from 
Penny Feathers: 0118 934 3193

On Sunday 11 December between 
2-4pm Charvil music teacher 
Suzanne Newman is running a fun 
afternoon of singing for female 
voices in Charvil Village Hall.

As well as A Jolly, Jingling Caroling 
Medley, participants will sing Do You 
Hear What I Hear? Christmas in About 
Three Minutes and The Christmas Song 
arranged for two-part choir.

It will cost £10 - £7 for under 18’s 
- and includes copies of the music to 
keep and refreshments.

To book a place contact: 
Suzanne on 0118 934 0589 or 
suzanneynewman@btinternet.com

Trick, Treat        
– or Truth?

At the very end of October, and into 
the first two days of November, we 
shall endure the annual nonsense of 
‘Hallowe’en’.

The supermarkets will be full of 
revolting ghost masks and children 
will be practising scaring the living 
daylights out of their friends and, 
worse, their elderly relatives with 
screeching imitations of hag-ridden 
spooks. 

Somehow this annual business, 
complete with ‘Trick or Treat’, has 
tied itself to the Christian festivals 
of All Saints and All Souls. Insofar as 
it has any rationale at all, it is based 
on the idea that at that time of the 
year lost souls excluded from heaven 
appear on earth to remind us of their 
fate.

I’ve just published a book on 
heaven - Heaven’s Morning - so 
I’ve spent the last couple of years 
researching what the Christian faith 
really does say about death and the 
hereafter. I can confidently say that 
there is no known version of the 
Christian faith (or, so far as I know, 
any other recognised religion) that 
endorses this weird scenario. I don’t 
want to stop innocent fun, but let’s 
be clear that those we have known 
and loved who have died are not 
destined to be ghosts, nor are they 
coming back to haunt anyone.

*As David Winter is an occasional 
contributor to ‘The Parish Magazine’ 
I thought you might like to know a 
little more about him. After five years 
teaching English and Religious Studies, 
10 years in magazine journalism and 
20 years as a BBC producer, he became 
the head of religious broadcasting at 
the BBC. He says that he then got a 
proper job -  he was ordained in the 
Church of England. In the last 40 years 
he has published 42 books - one novel, 
two biographies, an autobiography, an 
anthology of poetry about Jesus called 
‘The Poet’s Christ’ and endless books on 
religious topics. His main interest now is 
unpacking the Bible for modern readers 
and applying its message to modern life. 
- editor

By Revd David Winter*

S&SES AGM

Christmas singing for 
female voices

Several village organisations have 
already benefitted from the money 
raised at the Scarecrow Trail in May 
and there are more to follow. Once 
again many thanks to all those who 
helped in any way to make it so 
successful. - Worzel

Sonning Scarecrows

Mike and Hilary Moss (above), who 
have been members of Sonning 
Tennis Club since 2002 and who 
both served as volunteers on the 
committee for over 10 years, are 
moving from the area shortly. 

To thank them for all they have done 
and wish them well in their new 
home - and at Hilary’s request, in 
homage to the All England Tennis 
and Croquet Club - the club held a  
tennis and garden games afternoon 
which included some rounds of 
croquet, Pimms and cakes.

Croquet, Pimms 
and tennis party 

Left to right with their young leader 
certificates are Sam Penn-Simpkins, Sarah 
Perry and Mark Wellstead.

Young Rotary leaders

Funded by the Rotary Club of 
Reading Maiden Erlegh three 
local young leaders took part in a 
series of tough outdoor activities 
based at a purpose-built centre in 
Rhos-y-gwaliau near Lake Bala in 
the Snowdonia National Park. The 
Rotary Young Leaders Award is part 
of its service for youth. The three 
young leaders took part in abseiling, 
underground slate mine navigation, 
sailing, canoeing and navigation in 
the hills.

RETURN TO CONTENTS
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Want to 
change the 
look of your 
floors?
Look no further.  
Wentworth textiles 
is a residential and 
commercial carpet 
and flooring  

company with a distinguished 
reputation of nearly 50 years. 

We can provide samples of any  
flooring, offer a fitting and installation 
service. We also provide rugs, be they 
hand-tufted or sheepskin and in any size.

For further information, please  
contact www.wentworthtextiles.com 
or call 0118 958 2166 or email  
pa.roper@btinternet.com

Wentworth textiles
The home of your carpet and flooring solutions

 Trustworthy
Cost Effective
High Quality Care

• Fully Managed Live-in Services
• Temporary & Longer-term
 • Four levels of care tailored to 

individual requirements
• From general support to 

complex health care needs

Established 1967

Phone: 01865 791017 • Email: enquiries@oxfordaunts.co.uk • Visit: www.oxfordaunts.co.uk

CANON TREE CARE
EXPERIENCED  QUALIFIED  INSURED

In association with TAKA ISHII  Green Garden Design (Japan)            

OFFICE - MON-FRI 8.45-5.30: 
READING 0845 034 0962
OUT OF OFFICE HOURS: 

MOBILE 0779 931 5661
CTC.Julian@yahoo.co.uk

•	 Pruning,	Felling	&	Planting		
•	 Reductions,	Thinning	&	Dead	Wooding	
•		Dangerous	Trees	Saved	&	Made	Safe
•		Modern	Noninvasive	Cable	Bracing
•		Stump	Grinding	&	Removal
•		Tree	Problem	Diagnosis
•	Japanese	Ornamental		
				Tree	Pruning	 READING

WINDSOR

MAIDENHEAD

BRACKNELL

SONNING

http://www.wentworthtextiles.com
http://www.oxfordaunts.co.uk
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Following the highly successful 
Christmas Fayre last year, we are 
holding another one this year. 

A wide variety of stalls will be 
selling all sorts of good things for 
Christmas, with live Christmas 
music and carols, St Nicholas 
meeting the children, tower tours, 
over 100 nativities, and much more. 
If you visited the Fayre last year, 
you will know how festive it was, so 
please tell your friends and come 
along again this year. 

Visiting stall holders are welcome 
and should contact the parish 
administrator, Sonia Boyles, to book 
a place - 0118 969 2428 or standrews.
sonning@btinternet.com.

If you would like to help, please 
contact Sonia. All proceeds go to the 
St Andrew’s Community Hall Appeal.

Sunday 
11 December 
from 1.30pm 
St Andrew’s 

Church,
Sonning

Candlelit Dickensian 
Christmas Fayre

TV presenter and gardening expert Alan 
Titchmarsh has welcomed the launch of the 
2016 Real Advent Calendar. He said: ‘The Real 
Advent Calendar is a great idea. Not only does 
it raise money for good causes and is made from 
Fairtrade Chocolate but it also tells the

This year Operation Christmas Child (OCC) UK hopes to send one million 
shoeboxes to needy children in developing countries - last year they sent 
900,008 shoeboxes to 14 different countries. 

OCC says that: ‘a Christmas shoebox gift is a ‘treasure chest’ for a child who has 
never received such a gift before. It is a powerful symbol of hope that someone, 
somewhere, cared enough to pack a gift.’ If you find it hard to get hold of a 
shoebox OCC is offering flat-pack shoeboxes for individuals, families, churches, 
schools and community groups. Find out more about how you can help OCC at: 
https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child

Operation Christmas Child 
aims for one million shoeboxes

Alan Titchmarsh digs the 
Real Advent Calendar

Each Real Advent Calendar comes with 24 Fairtrade chocolates and a free 28 
page copy of the Christmas story illustrated by award winning artist Alida 
Massari and it includes activities and challenges. Last year the charitable 
donations from sale of the calendar helped equip a baby clinic in Kenya and 
supported charities such as Traidcraft Exchange and The Children’s Society. 

Delivery is free on orders of at least one case of 18 calendars if made by 
1 November. Schools receive a 10% discount for each case ordered in October. 
Free resources for schools and churches are also available online. 

Find out more at http://www.realadvent.co.uk

 Christmas story.’

christmas planner
RETURN TO CONTENTS
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Local Trades and Services

POWER CARS OF WOODLEY
Family run business - established 1945

Experienced male & female drivers - Large licensed cars
Reasonably priced local and long distance work undertaken

0118 969 3066  paddypower30@hotmail.com

PORTMAN GARDENS -  DESIGN , CONSTRUCT,  MAINTAIN 
Garden Features, Patios, Ponds, Pergolas, Fencing

Unit 2, 6 Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA
 0118 959 1796 - 0778 577 2263

 martyncollins@portmanpm.com

WATER SOFTENER SALT - FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
25kg Tablet/Granular £9.50 - Harvey Block Salt 2x4kg £6.00

http://salt-deliveries-online.com      sales@salt-deliveries-online.com 
0778 577 2263 -  0118 959 1796

Unit 2, 6 Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA

Please mention The Parish Magazine when contacting our advertisers

FURNESS ACCOUNTING SERVICES 
Experienced Accountant 

Bookkeeping, Incomplete records, Accounts preparation
0118 969 7003 - 0752 681 6741
alanfurness94@btinternet.com

ELECTRIC NICK
Domestic and Commercial Electrical Services 

Qualified, Part P registered, 15 years experience
0758 429 4986  

electricnick@live.com

WANT HELP WITH AN ‘ODD JOB’?
For local odd jobs please call Phil on

0118 944 0000 
0797 950 3908

Thames Street, Sonning

AERIALPHIL.CO.UK
For all your aerial photos, Good for surveying,

also for assessing conditions of roofs, etc
Thames Street, Sonning

0118  944 0000    http://aerialphil.co.uk

STYLE BY JULIE
Hairstylist, Beauty Therapist & Nail Technician

Badgers Rise, Woodley, Reading RG5 3AJ
0118 437 8178      http://www.stylebyjulie.co.uk

Any advice you need just give me a call

WOODLEY GARDENS
Garden care and green waste disposal
Fully insured, Licensed waste carrier

http://www.woodleygardens.co.uk
0118 336 2464

MC CLEANING
We are a family business with excellent references

and we are fully insured
All cleaning materials provided

For free quote call:  Maria 0779 902 7901

CHIROPODY AND PODIATRY
Linda Frewin HCPC member

General foot care and treatment including home visits
25 Ashtrees Road, Woodley RG5 4LP

  0118 969 6978 -  0790 022 4999

COUNSELLING AND PSYCHOTHERAPY
Professionally registered. Confidential.

Initial consultation welcome to assess your needs 
Woolhampton (on A4 between Reading – Newbury) 

Geralyn Collins - 0777 850 9594

SONNING MOWERS
Sales – Service – Repairs
at Ladds Garden Village

Bath Road, Hare Hatch RG10 9SB 
0118 940 6203       http://www.sonningmowers.co.uk

PICTURE FRAMING SERVICES
All your artwork professionally framed

Fine Art Trade Guild Registered Framer 
LODDON FRAMING, The Ridgeway, Woodley 

tony@loddonframing.co.uk   0795 021 7474

CLARK BICKNELL LTD 
Qualified Plumbing and Heating Engineers Gas Safe 

25 years experience - local family run company 
Office: 0118 961 8784  -  Paul: 0776 887 4440

paul@clarkbicknell.co.uk

ACUPUNCTURE — TWYFORD
To find out how acupuncture can help you call 

DENA SMITH  BSc, Lic Ac, MBAcC
Twyford Surgery, Loddon Hall Road, RG10 9JA

0797 134 0871   http://www.denasmithacupuncture.co.uk

JAMES AUTOS
Car Servicing, Repairs and MOT

Mole Road, Sindlesham, RG41 5DJ 
0118 977 0831

james_autos@hotmail.co.uk

BARNSTORE HENLEY
High-Security Self Storage

Large and small units with 24/7 access
Shiplake Farm, Henley-on-Thames RG9 4BX

0118 940 4163   henley@barn-store.co.uk

THAMES CHIMNEY SWEEPS
0779 926 8123           0162 882 8130

enquiries@thameschimneysweeps.co.uk
 http://www.thameschimneysweeps.co.uk
Member of the Guild of Master Sweeps

TO ADVERTISE HERE
classified@theparishmagazine.co.uk

0118 969 3282

MPD MOTOR SERVICES
All Motor Vehicle Repairs and Maintenance

Mill Farmyard, Sonning Eye RG4 6TR
  0779 557 2783

mpdyer@yahoo.co.uk
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Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

Then you might like to discuss the 
possibility of getting married in our 
ancient and beautiful parish church. 

If so, call the vicar, Jamie 
0118 969 3298

He will be pleased to help you!

Planning to get married?

THE CHURCH OF ST ANDREW SERVING
CHARVIL, SONNING AND SONNING EYE

In addition to the stunning and historic location in Sonning, we will work 
hard to provide you with a memorable and moving occasion. We can 

provide a choir, organ, peal of eight bells, beautiful flowers, over 100 lit 
candles set in our ornate Victorian chandeliers and the use of our beautiful 

churchyard as a backdrop for your photographs. 

‘Let all the world in ev’ry corner sing 
my God and king.’ George Herbert’s 
poem from The Temple tells us that 
‘the church with psalms must shout. 
No door can keep them out.’ 

The poem is a reminder of the rich 
tradition of music in our worship 
that reaches back to the people of the 
Old Testament praising the Lord. 
2 Chronicles 5 paints a vivid picture 
of musicians and singers gathered 
to welcome the Ark of the Lord to 
Solomon’s Temple.

Because music is such an 
important part of worship, churches 
have set aside places for the singers 
to offer praise and petition. Some of 
the most wonderful choir stalls in 
the land can be found in Lancaster 
Priory, the parish church of St Mary. 
They are 14 in total, the third oldest 
choir stalls in England dating back 

to the 14th century. John Ruskin 
called them the finest in the country. 
The canopies are richly decorated 
with foliage and carved heads, and 
they enclose tapestries from the 
1970’s that depict saints and shields. 
Beneath are the seats: misericords 
with carvings that have survived the 
vandalism of the Civil War. 

We can imagine the medieval 
monks gathered in these stalls to 
sing the offices. Today they are a 
resplendent, harmonious blend 
of the old and the new – a work of 

beauty for the eye, just as the music 
offered there is a work of beauty for 
the ear. 

The word ‘choir’ means a dance 
to God, and the Priory has a fine 
choir whose chants and hymns dance 
from side to side of the chancel 
and resound in the air. But the 
music sung there is not just for our 
enjoyment: its focus is God. 

Herbert tells us that the songs we 
create here in our churches on earth 
have no other destination but the 
courts of heaven. 

A seat in 
the stalls to 
praise God
Revd Michael Burgess continues his 
procession through a church building, this 
month pausing to consider the significance of 
the church choir stalls.

The choir stalls in Lancaster Priory are said to be among the most 
wonderful in the world

Book review

This is an illustrated handbook for 
understanding the architecture of a 
church and the arrangement of its 
interior for the celebration of the 
liturgy. It provides great practical 
wisdom as Christians reflect on 
their liturgy and on the buildings in 
which God is made present daily in 
ritual and symbol. It aims to build 
an understanding of the features of 
church buildings, the role they have 
in worship and the spirit with which 
they are imbued, so that all who enter 
today’s sacred spaces may find the 
authentic presence of the living God.

Come into the 
Light - Church 
Interiors for the 
Celebration of 
Liturgy
By Daniel McCarthy 
& James Leachman, 
Canterbury Press, 
£18.99
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 health For urgent medical advice between 6.30pm and 8am, and at weekends, call 1 1 1

It is sometimes hard to admit to a need even using a 
walking stick or a wheelchair are difficult to accept. 
11.9 million people live with a disability in the UK, which 
is approximately 19% of the population. Of these, 56% 
have a disability relating to mobility. Disability can affect 
every aspect of life, such as educational achievement, 
attaining qualifications such as a degree and, for those 
over 18 years of age, employment opportunities. 

Those in need seem to have the odds stacked against 
them in more ways than one. However, as the Para 
Olympians once again achieve medal winning results 
that truly deserve our rich admiration and respect, we 
can witness close at hand how courage can triumph over 
adversity. 

Home carers for the disabled or disadvantaged often 
report on their clients’ generosity of spirit, courage 
when daunted on a daily basis, and the lessons the carers 
themselves learn being in their company. 

A client of regular home care says, ‘The carer role in 
this country is critical. It’s an important part of the social 
fabric. Lots of people for one reason or another aren’t well 
and need help.’ Like many this young man is dependent on 
reliable care support in his home to stay independent and 
to enjoy his life to the full. 

Carers say, ‘It’s the best job in the world as you are 
bringing smiles to the faces of people who have a lot of 
courage and determination, but just need a little practical 
support day by day to stay independent.’ 

This article was submitted by Bridges Home Care of Henley on Thames

Bridging the ‘home care’ 
and ‘care home’ gap
Disability can often mean help is needed with everyday 
life. For many a residential ‘care home’ can be a good 
choice while for others staying at home is better. In such 
cases a ‘care in the home’ service can bridge the care gap 
between residential home and home.  

Every parent knows, or will soon know, that back to 
school brings new challenges. Lots of experienced 
parents know that when their child starts nursery or 
school within, what seems, nanoseconds, their child is 
ill.  

A flurry of rearranging plans then follows. Children seem 
to be biological terrorists to normal life. Their immune 
systems are brilliant at gathering up viruses and playing 
with them and their families. What is happening?

Our immune systems develop by meeting viruses, 
bacteria, fungi and other ‘bugs’. Children have not met 
most of these and adult immune systems may have 
forgotten them.

Take a simple cold. There are lots of different types of 
colds. No under 3 year old raises their hand to their mouth 
and nose to sneeze or washes their hand afterwards. One 
quarter to one fifth of close family contacts will get the 
cold.

Other illnesses that children will bring home are 
conjunctivitis, diarrhoea, vomiting and impetigo. Very 
rarely do any of these cause major illness.

As a child grows other issues arise. Tiredness in junior 
school children will often manifest itself as tummy 
ache or headache. They are growing fast and need rest 
and sleep but our school system is busy and full on. 
Should symptoms persist they could be presenting iron 
deficiency.

More worrying is the mounting mental illness that our 
youngsters are showing.  Anxiety and depression are more 
common. Children will withdraw, change sleep patterns, 
eat more or less and give up on favourite activities or feign 
illness. Older children find outlets to their troubles by 
substance use, smoking, alcohol or drugs.

True eating disorders arise. They need specialist help 
but are often very slow in presenting and difficult to 
diagnose.

In general a growing child needs fuel. Their vitamins 
and minerals are being used up to grow. Ensure a wide 
range of food and fruit, possibly look at a multivitamin. 
Your pharmacist can advise you. Obesity in children is 
multifactorial and an overweight child should not be told 
to diet without help.

Exercise is great for children but some kids can do too 
much. Aching knees or achilles are a sign of overuse.

Children change and grow everyday but rapid changes 
in mood, energy levels, sleep pattern, weight or general 
wellness may be a sign that things are wrong. Get 
someone to speak to your child as they often will not 
want to tell a parent of their troubles. If you see a doctor 
do not be offended if they wish to speak to an older child 
on their own; they will often open up and the problem 
is often surmountable and the parent would understand 
but kids will want to shoulder issues themselves or not 
understand that the issue may not be massive to the adult 
world. Were schooldays the best days of your life? Probably 
but I’m not sure how the next generations will feel.

Dr Simon Ruffle writes
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 home & garden

Recipe of the month

In the garden

People involved in church or village life are often asked to 
join committees or to help run things. These could be trusts 
and charities, a PCC, a board of governors, village hall groups 
and I suppose judging bonny baby competitions. These 
community positions are vital for the good of everyone, but 
unfortunately not many are prepared to give up their free 
time to go to long meetings in draughty halls. 

If you are invited to join such a group, what questions 
should you ask? Why were you asked? What do they think 
you can contribute? If you are in a job, are they expecting 
you to do work for them for nothing? Do you have the time 
to do the job? People on committees tend to be asked to join 
other committees, and so it is easy to get overloaded. Are the 
meetings at a time convenient to you? What risks are there? 
Does the group have liability insurance to protect members 
against claims? What are the finances like? Are the records 
up to date? Do they have accounts they can show you? 

Good advice would be to ask to go to a meeting before 
committing yourself. You can soon find out if the place is 
well run and people get on with each other. Ask to look at the 
insurance documents, constitution and accounts. 

If the answers are negative, it does not necessarily mean 
you should not join. If the finances are in a mess, perhaps you 
can help. If they had a constitution set up in 1879 but no-one 
knows where it is now, then perhaps it can be found. Most 
people get a lot out of contributing to society in this way. 

Thinking about becoming 
a committee member?
David Pickup, a solicitor, offers some thoughts ...

 — Remove fallen leaves from borders and lawns on a regular
      basis to prevent spreading pests and diseases. 
— Clear and clean the greenhouse. Remove glass shading
      and install plastic bubble wrap for insulation. Make sure
      that heaters are working before you need them! 
— Empty any summer bedding plants from containers and
      borders. Replace with pansies, violas, and primroses. 
— Raise planted containers from the ground with pot feet so
      they drain well in rainy weather. 
— Net the pond to stop falling leaves going in it. 
— Prune rose bushes by half to protect them from rocking in
     windy weather; also prune any climbing roses now. 
— Last chance to scarify, aerate and top dress the lawn. 
— Keep off lawns as much as possible when it is wet. 
— Should the lawn still be growing carry on mowing, 
      keeping the mower blades on a high setting. 
— As long as the ground has been well prepared, this is a
      good time to plant new fruit trees and bushes. 
— Prune dead or diseased shoots from apple and pear trees
      and remove any fallen or dead fruit. 
— Sow over-wintering broad beans; cover with fleece to stop
      the pigeons getting at them. 
— Plant spring cabbage and net them to keep the pigeons off. 
— Dig empty areas of the vegetable patch and leave for the
      frost to break down the clods of soil. Plant green manure
      to suppress weeds. 
— Keep your bird bath clean and topped up with fresh water. 
— Leave heaps of leaves in sheltered areas for hibernating
      mammals and insects to attract garden birds. 
— Do not cut old ivy plants back - it will provide late nectar 
      for insects 
— Feed evergreen and deciduous trees with tree and shrub
      food and feed plants with a good quality slow-release food. 
— Pick the largest, almost ripe green tomatoes, just before
      a frost and put them in a brown paper bag with some
      apples, this will then help ripen them. 
— Plant out autumn onion sets and garlic. 
— Reduce watering and only water in the morning. 
— Pot up prepared hyacinth bulbs to have flowers for
      Christmas and the New Year. 
— Add a touch of autumn to your home and garden with
      hardy chrysanthemums.
Provided by East Reading Horticultural Society
For membership: erhs@hotmail.co.uk or http://www.erhs.org.uk

This recipe was published by Mary 
Berry on the BBC food website and 
in her book ‘Mary Berry’s Foolproof 
Cooking’. 

Ingredients - serves six
— 400g baby shallots, peeled
— 3 garlic cloves, crushed
— 1 small bunch of fresh thyme
— 4 bay leaves
— 600ml red wine
— 6 small skinless, boneless chicken breasts

— 2 tbsp olive oil and 75g butter
— 3tbsp plain flour
— 350g smoked streaky bacon, diced
— 1 tbsp tomato purée
— 1 tbsp light muscovado sugar
— 400g button mushrooms, halved
— salt, freshly ground black pepper

Method
Mix shallots, garlic, herbs and wine in a large bowl. Add chicken breasts, season with 
salt/black pepper. Marinate for at least 1 hour. Preheat oven 160ºC/140ºC fan/Gas 3
Strain the marinated chicken in a colander over a large saucepan. Reserve the 
shallots, bay leaves and thyme. Dab the chicken with kitchen roll to dry it

In a deep ovenproof frying pan/casserole dish heat the oil and 50g butter. Add 
chicken breasts, fry on medium-high heat for 5-10 minutes on each side, or until 
browned all over. Remove with slotted spoon and set aside.

Meanwhile, reduce the volume of liquid of the marinade in the saucepan by one
third over a high heat. Add the flour with 150ml water. Whisk 
until smooth. Stir in a little of the hot wine and add the 
mixture to the rest of the wine in the pan. Keep hot.

Add the bacon to the casserole dish and fry over a high 
heat for about 10 minutes until browned. Add the shallots 
and cook for another 10 minutes until they soften.

Add the hot wine sauce and tomato purée to the casserole 
dish with the sugar, reserved bay leaves, thyme, salt and 
pepper. Bring to the boil, cover with a lid and bake for 20-25 
minutes or until cooked through.

Meanwhile, melt the remaining butter in a medium pan 
and fry the mushrooms over medium heat for 5-10 minutes 
until just cooked. Add to the casserole just before serving. 
Remove bay leaves and thyme and serve casserole hot with 
potatoes and green vegetables.

Chicken in red wine
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Dennis & Christine look forward to welcoming you to…

The Bull Inn, 
Sonning-on-Thames
Berkshire RG4 6UP

0118 969 3901
Great food, award-winning cask ale, service with a 

smile Seven stylish bedrooms

bullinn@fullers.co.uk / www.bullinnsonning.co.uk

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Bull Inn | Sonning on Thames | Berkshire | RG4 6UP 
Email: bullinn@fullers.co.uk | Telephone: 01189 693901 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dennis & Christine 
Mason look forward to 
welcoming you to…  
 

The Bull Inn 
 

Great food, award-
winning cask ale and 

service with smile, 
always. 

 
 

Seven stylish 
bedrooms 

   
Present this advert and 
receive a complimentary 
homemade chocolate 
brownie 
 
www.bullinnsonning.co.uk  

Are you thinking about

homecare?

If you would like to learn
more please call us on

0118 947 6666

advert-1...vis 1_Layout 1  15/09/2011  11:47  Page 1

http://www.gardinersnursing.co.uk/
http://www.physiocare.co.uk
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St Andrew’s Church
— St Andrew’s Sunday Club, Marie Simpkins 0779 521 6492
— Jubilee Hall, Charvil Bookings, Raj 0795 642 3764
— St Andrew’s Bell Ringers, Pam Elliston 969 5967
— Friends of St Andrew’s Church, Wendy Williams 969 6609
Arts & Crafts
— Charvil Art Club, Ken Docking 969 0274
— Sonning Art Group, Sue Bell 969 6924
— Sonning Book Club, Anne Webster 944 0699
— Sonning Flower Club, Sharon Robinson 969 0748
Children & Young People
— Sonning Scouts,  group@sonningscouts.co.uk
       Assistant group scout leader: Mike Watts, agsl@sonningscouts.co.uk
       Scout leader: Mike Moore, scouts@sonningscouts.co.uk
       Cub leader: Joan Farnese, cubs@sonningscouts.co.uk
       Beaver leader: Ali Came, beavers@sonningscouts.co.uk
— Charvil Brownies, Claire Howells 934 5372
— Charvil Caterpillar Club, Rebecca Hedges, Caterpillarclubcharvil@yahoo.com
— Charvil Guides, Ruth Hulley 969 9431
— Chernobyl Children’s Link, Shirley Chard 969 8086
— Sonning & Charvil Baby Sitting Group, Geraldine Hearn  934 1071
— Sonning Baby & Toddler Group, Miranda Aston 966 5352
— Sonning Brownies, Carrie Apps 1stsonningbrownies@gmail.com
— Sonning Guides, Ruth Halley 969 9431
Councillors
— Charvil Parish Council, Miranda Parker 901 7719
— Sonning Parish Council, Lesley Bates 969 7753
— Eye & Dunsden Parish Council, David Woodward 969 3633
Local Borough & County Council Councillors
— Kate Haines - Coronation, 0771 363 7029
— Mike Haines - Sonning & Warren, 967 2879
— Emma Hobbs - Charvil, 934 0528
— Malcolm Leonard - Eye & Dunsden mandeleonard@waitrose.com
Political Associations
— Charvil Branch Conservatives, Emma Hobbs 934 0528
— Sonning & Warren Conservatives, Peter van Went 969 3635
— Sonning Liberal Democrats, Colin Lawley 961 8536
Schools
— Charvil Preschool Playgroup, Sally Richards 932 1273
— Charvil Piggott Primary School, Jeanette Winsor 932 0033                                                                                             
— Sonning CE Primary School, Luke Henderson 969 3399
— Sonning CE Primary School PTA, Karen Crow 0795 247 9476
Social
— Charvil Senior Residents Club, Julie Bennett 934 5059
— Charvil Women’s Club, Shirley Newman 934 0589
— Inner Wheel Club of Reading Maiden Erlegh, Hilary Tindall 969 6926
— Monday Club, Ken Trimmings 969 1072
— Reading East Probus Club, Mike Butler 0778 943 5030
— Rotary Club of Loddon Vale, Richard Ward 966 9348
— Rotary Club of Reading Maiden Erlegh, Janette Crouch 0777 310 4430
— Sonning British Legion, Malcolm Geater 947 1677
— Sonning Club, Chris Way 969 3939
— Sonning Glebe WI (Eve Mtgs), Doreen Moulsley 961 8829
— Sonning RNLI, David Bates 969 7753
— Sonning Twinning Association, Lesley Green 969 6621
Sport
— Badminton, Pat Pardoe 934 5643
— Charvil Community Tennis, Carl  0744 793 4700
— Reading Sailing Club, enquiries@readingsc.org.uk
— Redingensians RAMS, Jason 0788 128 8900
— Short Mat Bowling, Shirley Newman 0118 934 0589
— Sonning Cricket Club, Gary Phillips 0750 033 6879
— Sonning Football Club, Tony 956 6536
— Sonning Golf Club, Zoe Westlake, 969 3332  
— Sonning Lawn Tennis Club, Romy 969 5845
— Sonning Sports League Table Tennis Club, Dave Chard 969 8086
— Sonning Table Tennis Club, Robert Moxon 989 4795
Song & Dance
— Bel Canto Chorus, Denise Walker 0797 375 2727
— Charvil Voices, Suzanne Newman 934 0589
— Jewel Tones, Suzanne Newman 934 0589
— Steps ‘n’ Stetsons, Line Dance Group Julie Myers 961 8450
Village Life
— Charvil Village Fete, Clare Tucker 934 9926
— Charvil Village Society, David 932 1173
— Friend’s of Ali’s Pond, Ali Driver 969 2698
— Pearson Hall Bookings, Jenny Adams 969 7692
— Sonning & Sonning Eye Society, Andy Bell 969 6924
— Sonning Beech Lodge Bookings, Tim Pascall 969 6935
— Sonning Charvil & Hurst NAG, Bob Hulley 969 9431
— Sonning Neighbourhood Watch, Jan Fielder 969 3226
— Sonning Village Show, Heather Hine  969 8653

Local organisations Volunteers

1st Sonning Scouts
Scout leaders are required urgently. They will be happy 
to discuss the role with no obligation whatsoever. 
Ian Wheeler 0118 934 2042

Drivers for Age Concern Twford and District
Volunteer drivers with own cars required to take 
elderly residents between their homes and Age 
Concern’s Twyford centre on weekday mornings and 
afternoons. A total of about 1½ hours of your time is 
required. Mileage will be paid.
Gordon Holmes 0118 934 4040 

Charvil Senior Residents Club
Able-bodied volunteer to assist elderley residents 
during their fortnightly Tuesday afternoon meetings 
held in Charvil Village Hall. 0118 934 5059

Charvil Pre-School
Is looking for volunteers to help them fund raise. 
The Pre-school is a charity that relies heavily on 
donations. 
0791 753 6488

Cruse Bereavement Care
Cruse has vacancies for management volunteers to 
help run the service in this area. The management 
committee meet once a month. Call Sara Richards on 
0778 554 3574 

Girlguiding Bulmershe Division
Over 100 girls are waiting to join local guiding 
units but can’t because there are not enough adult 
volunteers. There are many different roles volunteers 
can perform.
http://girlguidingbulmershe.btck.co.uk/AdultVolunteers

St Andrew’s Bell Ringers
Help continue a very English tradition of bell ringing 
by volunteering as a ringer. It’s a gentle, social 
excercise that everyone, young and old, male and 
female, can enjoy. You will be trained by experts, all 
you need is a sense of rhythm! 0118 926 7724

Sunrise Senior Living
If you have a talent to share or a hobby or interest to 
talk about, Sunrise Senior Living is always pleased to 
welcome volunteers to entertain its residents.
Georgina Williams: 0118 944 4300

Twyford Volunteer Drivers
Volunteer drivers needed to help transport the elderly 
and/or sick people to local hospitals and surgeries and 
other medically related appointments. Drivers use 
their own cars. 0118 934 3010

Looking for volunteers? Let us know and we will 
publish your request here for free!

 information — 2
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0118 402 2390
brighthorizons.co.uk

Inglewood

Childcare for children aged 3 months to 5 years

Book your Nursery visit today

Our ‘Outstanding’ nursery and preschool support your family in 

raising happy, conf dent children that are making progress and being 

inspired on their journey of lifelong learning. Come and see our 

wonderful nursery, great outdoor space and onsite swimming pool.

DOULSFORM

Prep School for Boys
4 – 13 years

..........................

..........................

..........................

Please contact us for
more information and
to book a visit.

Moulsford Prep School
Moulsford-on-Thames
Oxon OX10 9HR
Tel: 01491 651438Tel: 01491 651438

pa.registrar@moulsford.com
www.moulsford.com

http://www.brighthorizons.co.uk
http://gipsylane.co.uk
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 children’s page FOR BIBLE SUNDAY 23 OCTOBER

LET DOWN BY 
HIS FRIENDS

In the Bible there are many 
stories of Jesus healing 
people. You can read about 
one in Mark’s Gospel, 
chapter 2, verses 3-12. We 
like this one because it is 
about friends. 
     The four men made a 
tremendous effort to bring 
their paralysed friend to 
Jesus. When they reached 
the house where Jesus was 
it was surrounded by lots 
of people; they could have 
given up and gone home. 
But they didn’t. What did 
they do? 
     At that time houses had 
flat roofs and a stairway 
outside the house that led 
up to the roof. The four 
men broke through the roof 
and lowered their friend 
down on his bed. Imagine 
all the faces looking up and 
wondering what was going 
on as the dust, earth and 
lumps of wood fell down! 
Then the Bible says ‘When 
Jesus saw their faith…’ 
     The all important change 
came from faith - not from 
the faith of the man but 
from the faith of his friends. 
One man’s life changed 
forever because of four 
good friends and one Best 
Friend, Jesus. 

Where was Solomon’s temple located? On the side of his head! 

How do we know Peter was a rich fisherman? By his net income! 

Why didn’t Noah go fishing? He only had two worms!

How does Moses make his coffee? Hebrews it!

What did Adam say on the day before Christmas? It’s Christmas, Eve!  

Who was the smartest man in the Bible? Abraham. He knew a Lot!  

Why didn’t they play cards on the Ark? Noah was standing on the deck! 

Who is the fastest runner? Adam, he was first in the human race! 

What animal could Noah not trust? The cheetah! 

Who is the best comedian in the Bible? Samson. He brought the house down. 

BIBLE FUN TIME
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Ministry Team
— The Vicar: Revd Jamie Taylor* 
     The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR 
     revjaft@yahoo.co.uk / 0118 969 3298 
     *Day off Thursday
— Licensed Lay Minister: Bob Peters 
     26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR 
     bob@sonningparish.org.uk / 0118 961 1188

Pastoral Visiting and Prayer Chain
— Mrs Jean Tinson 0118 969 0782
Church Wardens
— Mr Terry Hunt 

twghunt@btopenworld.com / 0118 934 1062
— Mr Perry Mills
      perry@oaktreeoffice.com / 0786 035 5457 
Deputy Wardens
— Mrs Molly Woodley  mollywoodly@live.co.uk / 0118 946 3667
— Mr Mark Jordon  mark.jordan@talktalk.net / 0118 940 1431
— Mrs Sue Peters  mail@susanjpeters.com / 0118 961 1188
Parish Administrator
— Mrs Sonia Boyles 
     standrews.sonning@btinternet.com / 0118 969 2428
Parochial Church Council
— Secretary: Mrs Hilary Rennie 0118 969 6363
— Treasurer: Mr John Scoble 0118 926 5138
Bookings
— St Sarik, Sonning, Mrs Sonia Boyles 0118 969 2428
— Jubilee Hall, Charvil, Raj 0795 642 3764
Director of Music, organist and choirmaster
— Mr Chris Goodwin MA (Cantab), ARCO (CHM), ARCM, LRAM

      music@sonningparish.org.uk
Sacristan
— Mrs Helen Goodwin 0134 462 7697

Parish Website:  sonningparish.org.uk

The Parish Magazine
— Editor: Bob Peters 
     26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR 
     editor@theparishmagazine.co.uk / 0118 961 1188
— Advertising and Distribution: Gordon Nutbrown 
     advertising@theparishmagazine.co.uk/ 0118 969 3282
— Online: theparishmagazine.co.uk

Parish contacts

— The Parish Magazine is produced by St Andrew’s PCC and delivered 
free of charge to every home in Charvil, Sonning and Sonning Eye.
— The Parish Magazine is printed in the United Kingdom by Herald 
Graphics Ltd, Reading RG2 oBZ
— The Parish Magazine is distributed by Abracadabra Leaf let 
Distribution Ltd, Reading RG7 1AW
— The Parish Magazine template was designed in 2012 by Roger 
Swindale rogerswindale@hotmail.co.uk and David Woodward david@
designforprint.org
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BRIDGE HOUSE  
of TwyfORD 

Independent LIvIng • AssIsted LIvIng • nursIng Home

Call 0800 230 0206   
Visit www.bridgehouseoftwyford.co.uk

Because you deserve the very best

Live life to the full in your own home in an outstanding location  
on the banks of the River Loddon in Royal Berkshire.

A choice of beautifully crafted retirement cottages  
and apartments with superb specification and  
high quality fixtures and fittings.  

•	 Framed by open countryside

•	 All the amenities of Twyford a short  
walk away 

•	 Train journeys to London Paddington of  
around 50 minutes 

•	 Wokingham, Windsor, Henley and Marlow  
easily reached by car.

Enjoy exclusive access to our residents’ lounge and  
dining facility where you can just relax or benefit from  
a range of hospitality services. When complete, the  
final phase of development will provide additional 
amenities like our fine dining restaurant, coffee  
shop, fitness suite and swimming pool. 

Safe, secure environment; discreet care, hospitality  
and domestic packages available now or in the  
future to help you live independently.

Contact us today for prices and to arrange a viewing.

http://www.bridgehouseoftwyford.co.uk
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The French Horn,  
Sonning. Quality.
Wonderful food and wine

www.thefrenchhorn.co.uk 
0118 969 2204

http://www.thefrenchhorn.co.uk

