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Buying? It has to be...

Residential Sales

Grand Designs Opportunity, Henley-on-Thames, RG9 4AQ    Price Guide £1,395,000

•	 	An	opportunity	to	renovate	or	re-develop,	subject	to	planning

•	 Four	bedrooms;	master	and	guest	with	en-suite

•	 	Four	reception	rooms;	Reception	hall	with	two	way	fireplace

•	 33’6	x	30’1	outbuilding;	two	further	outbuildings

•	 Grounds	of	approximately	0.846	acres

•	 1st floor	studio	room	above	double	garage.

A rare opportunity now exists to acquire Ash Farm which is found along a 
private no-through road on the outskirts of the much sought after village 
of Harpsden. Situated in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty with 
delightful views across paddocks and open countryside, the property is 
set in grounds of approximately 0.846 acres and incorporates a number 
of useful former farm outbuildings. The property was originally built 
in the 1930’s and over the years has had various extensions that today 
provide Ash Farm with some 3068 sq. ft. of accommodation.

0118 960 1000
sales@haslams.net   www.haslams.net

Haslams Estate Agents Ltd, 159	Friar	Street,		
Reading,	Berkshire,	RG1 1HE

Haslams Estate Agents are specialists in the Reading area including Sonning and the 
surrounding villages. Call us if you’re thinking of making a property transaction...

Sonning Parish Magazine ad 3d OCT 16.indd   1 03/10/2016   09:02
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— 8.00am Holy Communion
 — 10.30am Family Service
 — 6.00pm All Souls Service for 
the Faithful Departed

Remembrance Sunday 
13 November

 — 8.00am Holy Communion
 — 10.30am Remembrance Service 
(Sunday Club in St Sarik)
 — 6.30pm Evening Prayer (said)

Sunday 20 November
 — 8.00am Holy Communion
 — 10.30am Family Communion
 — 12.15pm Holy Baptism
 — 6.30pm Choral Evensong

Advent Sunday 27 November
 — 8.00am Holy Communion
 — 10.30am Parish Eucharist 
(Sunday Club for children)
 — 6.30pm Evening Prayer (said)
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EDITORIAL DEADLINE
Editorial deadline for the December 
issue of The Parish Magazine: 
Wednesday 9 November 12 noon 

FRONT COVER picture
Spitfire pilot’s grave in the churchyard 
by Bob Peters Weekly and 

monthly services

Baptisms
  — 4 September, Millie Beatrix Willis Barnes 
— 18 September, Jude Alexander Ray Maloney
— 18 September, Toby Pumffrey
— 16 October, Arthur John Eric Robinson

Weddings
— 3 September, Deke Learoyd Robinson and Claire Louise Simpson
— 3 September, James Arundel Hutchinson and Emma Penelope Phayre Brutton
— 10 September, Christopher Ian Hampton and Madeleine Louise Wilkinson
— 16 September, Karl John Randall and Caroline Burwood
— 1 October, Peter James Timmins and Ellen Samantha Kendrick

Funerals
— 30 August, Cynthia Winifred Forward
— 15 September, Pauline Verna Faithfull (at Reading Crematorium)
— 7 October, Shirley Davies

 information — 1

All Saints Sunday 6 November
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BOOKING NOW BOOKING NOW

F IND OUT  MORE millatsonning.com(0118) 969 8000B O X  O F F I C E

DINNER AND A SHOW FROM £45.50!

NEW TO THE MILL! KNIT & NATTER
Are you a knitting pro or a beginner longing for a 
bit of guidance? Then why not join our new Knit & 

Natter group held in The Mill’s Waterwheel Bar. Every 
Tuesday morning at 10:30am from Sept 20th Evelyn 
Fidler, one of our backstage wardrobe staff, will lead 
a knitting and craft session. Beginners will be given 

needles and practice wool to start them off. 

A great chance to learn a new skill and a wonderful 
opportunity to meet new people and natter over a 
Cappuccino and delicious home-made cake. Entry 
is £2.50 which includes instruction, starter needles, 

starter wool and knitting patterns.

http://www.millatsonning.com
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The vicar’s letter
The Parish Magazine - November 2016 5

DE A R FR IENDS

I recently heard the phrase ‘a merry go round church’, used to describe 
places of worship which do the same thing, year in, year out, never 
altering course. In some ways our church fits this description and no 
more so than in the last months of the year with Harvest Festivals, 
All Souls, Remembrance Sunday and Christmas. 
      In my view there is nothing inherently wrong in sticking to that 
which serves a purpose and works well although we should never be 
afraid to try new things if we feel led to do so. As we prepare to 
welcome many visitors to special services at St Andrew’s, both this 
month and next, I am left wondering what they make of what is 
going on here, and indeed of those of us who are the church week by 
week. Remembrance Sunday, although an important occasion for the 
community, has little to do with the worshipping life of those who are 
part of the body of Christ in this place, and in an ideal world, the service would not be in place of the 
usual celebration of Holy Communion on a Sunday morning, but timings on this day are everything, 
hence the need to cut across what we usually do as part of our weekly worship. 
      To my mind, the annual commemoration of those who have died in war, and for that matter, our 
Christmas celebrations which are so popular, have an important place in our ‘merry go round’ year but 
they are far from central to what we do and who we are as Christians. The reading that we use from 
John’s gospel at Remembrance Sunday tells us to ‘love one another’. Every year we hear the words and 
then I wonder what do we actually do about them? A Christian is someone who must put this into 
practice, and I pray that we all do. As a church, we are called to be a loving fellowship who care not just 
for each other but also to look outwards and to share God’s love with a world in so much need of it. 
This may not be overly apparent at our ‘merry go round’ events, but I believe it can be when a church is 
serious about making a difference in its community. May we never tire of seeking new ways to do this.
      

     I am convinced that being a ‘merry go round’ church is not enough in this day and age, and new and 
imaginative ways of operating need to be identified. One of our priorities, committed to by the PCC in 
their 20/20 vision, is ‘to continue to address the urgent task of telling young people (0-18 years) about 
the good news of Christ’. The appointment of a new pioneer/youth minister is crucial in this and I do 
ask for your prayers as we take this forward. I feel that we may be led into a completely new type of 
expression of church for young people, probably in the new hall and at a different time, and maybe 
even day, to the other services. Who knows? The important thing is to be aware of the need to do more 
to reach young people with the good news and to respond to God’s leading. More of the same will 
simply not do. 

      It is good to see the hall nearly completed and I look forward to seeing the fruits of the landscaping 
work and the tidying up of the churchyard. We have seen some considerable disruption over this year, 
most recently with the installation of the new gas pipes for the church and hall boilers, and I thank 
everyone for their patience. It will be particularly good to have our small car park back in operation 
for the elderly and disabled. We greatly look forward to a grand opening at some stage in the spring of 
2017.

Best wishes,
Jamie

URGENT TASK

LOOKING FORWARD

RETURN TO CONTENTS
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Design for Print enable 
communication, making 

better brochures, 
newsletters, presentations 
and much more. Whatever 
your print or design needs, 

why not try us! Just call 
Reading 969 3633 or see 

www.designforprint.org  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

TELEPHONE
0118 934 3171
Wed-Fri: 9.30am-5.30pm
Sat: 9.30am-4.00pm

Ladies and Gentlemen’s 
Hairdressing

3 Longfield Parade, Longfield Road
Twyford  RG10 9AN

 

 
KINGFISHER   BATHROOMS

 
 

For a helpful professional service

FIELDSPHARMACY
Wide range of health advice provided 

including private consultation area

1a LONGFIELD ROAD, TWYFORD RG10 9AN
Telephone: 0118 934 1222

Fax: 0118 932 0372
Email: fields.pharmacy@gmail.com

A Family Run Business

Carpet
Wood  
Vinyl

Karndean

Luxury & Natural Flooring

Free fi tting on carpet orders 
over £150

16 High Street, Goring 01491 454095   
beacon� ooring@aol.co.uk
www.beacon� ooring.co.uk

http://designforprint.org
http://www.kingfisher-bathrooms.com
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 the parish noticeboard — 1

Groundwork begins for the new 
church heating system

Tangible signs that the fund raising efforts of The Friends 
of St Andrew’s Church (FoStAC) for the new church 
heating system is gathering pace could be seen in the 
churchyard a few days before we went to press.

Inulated pipes that will carry the hot water and electrical 
control signals were being buried in trenches linking the 
St Sarik Room, where the boiler is to be installed, with the 
church.

As the fund raising continues, FoStAC is holding a brass 
band concert in memory of Martin Boyles on Friday 11 
November in the Way Hall, Reading Blue Coat School at 
7.30pm. Martin was organising this fundraising concert 
for FoStAC before he was taken ill and the ‘Friends’ are 
dedicating it to him in memory of the enormous support he 
gave St Andrew’s, the Rotary Club, the Salvation Army and 
other charities through his tireless fundraising efforts. 

The Ascot Brass Band will present the concert that 
will also include a 
performance from 
the combined junior 
choirs of St Andrew’s 
Church and Sonning 
School. 

For tickets - £10 
for adults and £3 for 
children - contact: 
Bob Hine 969 8653, 
Wendy Williams 
969 6609 or Keith 
Nichols 969 4628.

Picture: Keith Nichols

Harvest Supper 2016

people 
enjoyed 

this year’s 
supper that 

supported the 
Christian Aid Appeal

75

Due to an error on my part the date for this service 
was wrongly advertised in the October edition. It will 
take place on Sunday 6 November at 6.30pm, followed 
by drinks. If you would like a loved one remembered, 
please come to the service in good time and add them 
to the list. Jamie

The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal began in October,  
Please give generously. The Sonning branch appeal organiser 
Adrienne Skirka can be contacted on: a.skirka45@btinternet.com

5 November: A Remembrance concert at Waingels College, 
£12 from The Royal British Legion, Eversley Road, Arborfield, 
Reading RG2 9PR, 0808 802 8080,  berkshire@britishlegion.org
12 November: Festival of Remembrance at the Royal Albert 
Hall, London
18 November: Final day of The Battle of the Somme 
marked by Drumhead Service at Thiepval Memorial.                                     
Details: 18thnovember@britishlegion.org.uk 0203 053 7216  
Normandy veterans can take advantage of free visits to the 
Normandy beaches in 2017 on 31 March, 21 April, 12 May, 
15 September and 29 September. Contact: 01473 660 800 to 
register a place.  

Remembrance 
Sunday 

Christian Aid Harvest Appeal 2016
The total raised during our Harvest Festival services 
and supper for the Christian Aid Harvest Appeal to help 
deprived families in Africa came to £1,500 with Gift Aid. 

All Souls Service for the Departed
CHANGE OF DATE

The Remembrance Sunday parade marches off at 10am 
from Pearson Hall for the service in St Andrew’s at 
10.30am. During the parade some of the streets leading to 
St Andrew’s Church will be closed to traffic so please give 
yourself extra time to arrive, park your car if necessary, 
and be seated before 10.30am. 

13 November

Julia’s Journey Memorial Concert
More than £7,000 has been raised in memory of Julia 
Higgs. Sales of the concert CD and copies of her life story 
written by her husband Ray continue to add to the total.
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• Extensive experience in caring for persons suffering from
strokes, muscular dystrophy, multiple sclerosis, spinal
injuries, motoneuron disease, Parkinson's, Alzheimer's
and dementia as well as providing palliative care.

• All nurses and carers are fully trained,
insured and DBS checked.

Live in Care - Daily Visits - Respite Care

Henley Care Agency
Care in your own home

For more information or to arrange
a home assessment call Izabela
directly on 07849 897 052

Tel. 01491 842915
Email. info@henleycare.co.uk

CQC Registered Provider 1-341050661

We cannot make you immortal
but we can prepare a Will 
to ensure your loved ones 

are cared for.

51a Church Street, Caversham, Reading RG4 8AX
Telephone: 0118 947 8638
eMail: kelly@cavershamsolicitors.co.uk
           priya@cavershamsolicitors.co.uk

Caversham
Solicitors

JUBILEE HALL, CHARVIL

Available for community groups and private hire
St Andrew’s hall in Park View Drive North, Charvil is available 

for ad-hoc bookings. It can seat 80 in theatre style, has a 
stage and kitchen. 

http://www.sonningparish.org.uk
or from Raj on 0795 642 3764 
jubileehallcharvil@gmail.com

http://henleycare.co.uk
http://tutordoctorberkshire.co.uk
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 the parish noticeboard — 2

St Andrew, whose feast day ends the Christian year 
on 30 November, is probably best known to us as the 
patron saint of Scotland, though his only connection 
with the country is that some of his bones were reputedly 
transported in the 8th century to Fife and preserved 
at a church in a place now named St Andrews. He is, of 
course, also the patron saint of our parish church.

There are so many legends about Andrew in Europe and 
the Middle East that it’s safest to stick to what the Bible 
tell us - though the strong tradition that he was martyred 
by crucifixion is probably true and is perpetuated in the 
‘St Andrew’s Cross’, the ‘saltyre’ of Scotland.

The Bible records that he was one of the first disciples 
of Jesus, and the very first to bring someone else to Christ 
- his own brother. Like many fervent Jews at the time 
Andrew and an unnamed companion had been drawn to 
the desert, to be taught by the charismatic prophet known 
to us as John the Baptist. Many thought that he was the 
long-promised Messiah, but John insisted that he was 
not. ‘I am the voice crying in the wilderness,’ he told the 
crowds. ‘Prepare the way of the Lord! One comes after me 
who is greater than I am.’ So when one day John pointed 
out Jesus to Andrew and his friend and described him as 
the ‘Lamb of God’, the two young men assumed that the 
next stage of their spiritual search was about to unfold. So 
as Jesus made off, they followed him.

All the more strange then, although, on reflection, very 
true to human nature, that when Jesus turned and asked 
them what they were ‘seeking’, all they could come up with 
was a lame enquiry about his current place of residence: 
‘where are you staying?’ Or, perhaps, they were hinting 
that what they were seeking could not be dealt with in 
a brief conversation. If they could come to his lodgings, 
perhaps their burning questions might be answered.
The reply of Jesus was the most straight-forward 
invitation anyone can receive: ‘Come and see’. Come and 
see what I’m like, what I do, the sort of person I am. What 
an invitation! 

The results of their response were in this case life-
changing - for themselves, and for many other people. 
Andrew brought his brother, Peter, to Jesus. The next day 
Jesus met Philip and called him to ‘follow‘. Philip then 
brought Nathaniel. The little apostolic band who would 
carry the message of Jesus to the whole world was being 
formed. They came, they saw, they were conquered! And 
right at the front of the column, as it were, was Andrew, 
the first disciple of Jesus.

Canon David Winter looks forward to Advent
In popular thought this is seen as the start of the Christmas 
season. Advent Calendars are on sale in the supermarkets. 
Christmas, our annual festival of excess, is just a few weeks 
away. Good old Advent!

I yield to no one in my enjoyment of Christmas, with all the 
trimmings, but where Advent is concerned I have to be a bit of 
a party-pooper. It’s not the start of the ‘run-up to Christmas’, 
whatever the shops think, although they’ve been ‘running 
up’ since September. Advent is a solemn, exciting reminder 
that Christmas is not the end of the Christian story, but the 
beginning. 

The end, with which Advent is concerned, is the ultimate 
triumph of love and goodness over evil and cruelty. The final 
loving purpose of God will be achieved. The kingdom of 
heaven will lie before us, its gates permanently open. ‘Death 
will be no more, mourning and crying and pain will be no 
more’. God says, ‘I am making everything new’. 

‘Advent’ simply means ‘Coming’. The first Advent was 
Christmas, the second Advent will be when all that the 
coming of Jesus promised will be fulfilled. Yes, it’s a bit 
more complicated than a cattle shed and a manger, but it’s a 
wonderful prospect. Good old Advent!

Good old Advent!

Andrew — the first disciple

The cross of St Andrew on a stained glass window in our parish church

The early Church was slow to dedicate a liturgical day to 
offering prayers and masses to commemorate the faithful 
departed until Odilo, the powerful abbot of Cluny, (d 1049) 
decreed that All Souls Day should follow the feast of All 
Saints’ Day. 

In past centuries All Souls Day was uncomfortable for anyone 
who had wronged a person who had then died. For it was 
believed that souls in purgatory could appear on earth on this 
day, in the form of ghosts, witches or toads, to haunt anyone 
who had wronged them in life. 

On a more cheerful note, it was also believed that you 
could help the dead on this day by almsgiving in cash or in 
kind. Some of these beliefs seem to have been caught up 
in the popular customs of Hallowe’en. In the Reformation, 
protestants disregarded the idea of Purgatory and this feast 
day remained with the Roman Catholic Church.

All Saints, or All Hallows, is the feast of all the redeemed, 
known and unknown, who are now in heaven. 

During the Reformation the number of saints in the calendar 
was drastically reduced, with the result that All Saints’ Day 
stood out with a prominence that it had never had before. 

This feast day first began in the East, perhaps as early as 
the 5th century, to commemorate ‘the martyrs of the whole 
world’. A Northern English 9th century calendar named 
All Hallows as a principal feast, and such it has remained. 
Down the centuries devotional writers have seen in it the 
fulfilment of Pentecost and indeed of Christ’s redemptive 
sacrifice and resurrection. The saints do not belong to any 
religious tradition, and their lives and witness to Christ can be 
appreciated by all Christians. 

Advent Sunday 27 November

Purgatory no more
All Souls Day 2 November

Witnesses to Christ
All Saints Day 1 November Saint Andrew’s Day 30 November
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A FAMILY BUSINESS  SERVING  
SONNING SINCE 1826

READING 0118 957 3650
HENLEY 01491 413434
CAVERSHAM 0118 9477007
ALSO AT  MAIDENHEAD, BRACKNELL, WOKINGHAM, THATCHAM

BESPOKE PERSONAL FUNERAL SERVICE
FLORAL DESIGN & MONUMENTAL MASONRY
PRE-PAID FUNERALS
LATER LIFE LEGAL SERVICES

WWW.ABWALKER.CO.UK

THE FUNERAL PEOPLE

Golden
Charter
is proud to
support

Hicks MOT & 
Service Centre
We offer a complete, well equipped,  

modern workshop for all your  
vehicle servicing or repair needs

WHILE YOU WAIT 

MOT TEST
AND SERVICE CENTRE

15 Headley Road, Woodley RG5 4JB

Tel: 0118 944 1808

	Private & Commercial Vehicle Repairs
	Air Conditioning Service
	Free Courtesy Car (subject to availability)

Open 7.30am - 
5.30pm (Weekdays)

Hicks  
Joinery Ltd  

Joinery Manufacturers.  
Wood Finishing 

Tel: Reading  
0118 969 0595

The Hicks  
Group

Hicks  
Developments Ltd 

Property Developers  
Tel: Reading 0118 969 0595

Activity day for pre-school children & families
Saturday 12 November  9.30 - 12 noon

Enter The Abbey School’s Secret Garden

Book your free place at secretgarden@theabbey.co.uk

http://www.abwalker.co.uk
http://theabbey.co.uk
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From 
the 
editor’s 
desk

The persecuted church and how to support it
 the parish noticeboard — 3

By Colin Bailey

A round-up of news items, features, and links: please read for awareness, and 
support through prayer and any further support - financial or otherwise

Sonning: Local resident and leading human rights lawyer Amal Clooney pledges 
to prosecute Islamic State in the courts for genocide 
Speaking at the UN, Mrs Clooney said ‘We know exactly who the perpetrators 
are. They brag. ISIS brags about its crimes online.’ Since the US State Department 
announced in March that it recognised genocide was taking place among 
Christians, Yazidis and Shi’a there have been repeated calls for the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) to launch an investigation. 
https://barnabasfund.org/news/Amal-Clooney-pledges-to-prosecute-IS-for-genocide?utm_
source=twitterfeed&utm_medium=facebook 

Syria: Crisis facing Christians & other minority faiths ‘completely overlooked’ 
Less than 2% of Syrian refugees so far admitted to Britain, under the UK 
government’s Syrian vulnerable persons resettlement programme, are Christian. 
(Home Office figures for 7/9/15-30/6/16). Before the war began an estimated 10% 
of the Syrian population were Christian. Many have fled and are displaced but 
Christians still account for more than 4% there.  The head of information at the 
charity ‘Aid to the Church in Need’ said ‘ … a disproportionately high number of 
Christians are in need of help in Syria. The fact that out of 2,659 Syrian refugees 
resettled in the UK there are only 51 Christians takes no account of the reality on 
the ground. It takes no account of the high level of suffering inflicted on Christian 
and other minority groups such as Yazidis that have been specifically targeted and 
displaced. These figures show their suffering is being ignored.’ He is also reported 
as saying that many Christians slipped through the net because they did not want 
to register as Christians at refugee camps, as this itself could lead to them being 
‘targeted’ in the camps. 
http://www.christiantoday.com/article/exclusive.why.are.there.so.few.christian.refugees.from.
syria.in.the.uk/97283.htm 

Hungary: Quietly pursuing a policy of specifically helping Christian refugees
The country has hit the headlines by holding a referendum in which its citizens 
voted against accepting a quota of refugees which the EU wished to impose on its 
member states. Some had condemned Hungary for even holding the referendum. 
However, the Hungarian government claims to have quietly resettled 1,000 
Egyptian Christians fleeing violence since 2013. It has also recently set up an office 
to help Christians facing persecution in the Middle East. 
https://barnabasfund.org/news/The-real-story-behind-Hungarys-referendum?utm_
source=twitterfeed&utm_medium=facebook 

Pakistan: Muslims in Punjab province helping Christians to build a church 
There are only eight Christian families in the Muslim-majority village. This will be 
the first church there. A Muslim villager said ‘Our mosque stands there from times 
past, but our Christian brothers also have the right to worship in their church.’
Barnabas Fund Daily Prayer: https://barnabasfund.org/daily-prayer/Tuesday-4-October-
2016?utm_source=twitterfeed&utm_medium=facebook 

Syria and Iraq: 693 refugees rescued by Barnabas Fund’s Operation Safe Havens 
Barnabas Fund has helped many Christian refugees such as Ghassan and his 
family to escape the dangers of the Middle East to establish new homes in five safe 
and secure countries: Australia, Brazil, Canada, the Czech Republic and Poland.  
Barnabas Fund says to its supporters, ‘Thank you for your generous donations 
which have made this possible.’ They ask us ‘Will you help to provide a new start 
for families like Ghassan’s?’ To date, the charity has rescued 693 Syrian and Iraqi 
refugees. Of these 423 have gone to Australia. Another 27 were expected to be 
ready to fly there by mid-October. At the time of writing, the door is still open to 
get Syrian and Iraqi Christians to Australia. Visas have been granted. The airfare 
is about £500 per person. To contribute to airfares to rescue more Christians, call 
Barnabas Fund on 0800 587 4006. For more on Ghassan’s story and for other ways 
to pay go to: https://barnabasfund.org/osh

It will soon be time to tidy up my desk. 
I do it every month after I’ve finished 
putting this magazine together.
      My desk gets cluttered with books, 
documents of all sorts, and umpteem 
scraps of paper covered in handwritten 
notes. For this issue some of the bits 
of paper have been on my desk for a 
number of years - I’m thinking about 
the information I have gathered about 
Nigel Drever whose story is on page 20 
- respecting his family wishes I agreed 
not use it until now. 

Whenever I clear my desk I can’t 
help thinking about a project I was 
once a part of. It was to encourage 
the employees of one of the largest 
companies in this country to move 
to a paperless office. Nobody was 
going to have any personal space 
at all, they would share desks, and 
everyone would use mobile devices 
to communicate. I always thought it 
ironical that my role in the project was 
to produce a monthly newspaper about 
this paperless world printed on paper!

On the other hand, I’m sure that 
in the future magazines such as this 
will not be printed, they will only be 
published online. Even today, I rarely 
have photographs among the clutter 
on my desk, these are all handled 
electronically and most of the research 
for the remembrance articles in this 
issue was not done, as it would have 
been done years ago, by flicking 
through past volumes of the printed 
magazine. Instead I used the digitally 
recorded copies that have currently 
been produced as part of our archival 
restoration project and I searched 
online for other information. It’s only 
a few steps to bypassing printing, but 
hopefully not while I’m editor!

We can’t stop progress and the 
changes it brings, but we can get great 
comfort from knowing that there was 
one ‘constant’ in every generation 
before us, is with us now, and will be 
here for every generation to come. The 
‘constant’ was here before time began 
and will be here after it ends. This 
‘constant’ is, of course, God!
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Community  
Carers Wanted!

£9.25 per hour weekdays,  
£11 per hour weekends,  

Paid Travel Time, Full or Part-time. 
Come and join our excellent team  

providing practical help and support  
to elderly people in their own homes. 

 n  Full training given, so experience not required
 n  Existing skills and experience valued
 n  Guaranteed work, local area 
 n  Paid travel time
 n  Flexible hours or shifts available

Find out more  
contact Bonny or Wendy on 01491 578758 
or email bonny@bridgeshomecare.co.uk  

visit www.bridgeshomecare.co.uk
An independent company with 18 years  

experience of care in the community

UKHCA Supported by Oxfordshire County Council

Oxfordshire Association
of Care Providers

Coeducational Day & Boarding School 
for pupils aged 11-18 

Luckley House School, Wokingham
T: 0118 978 4175 E: Registrar@luckleyhouseschool.org

OPEN HOUSE - Every Friday, 9.30am

Book online at www.luckleyhouseschool.org

An excellent school underpinned by Christian values

1-2 The Parade
Coppice Road

Woodley
RG5 3RB

Richard Lloyd Funeral Services
Independent Funeral Director

24 Hr Telephone: 0118 969 3033

www.readingfunerals.co.uk
enquiries@readingfunerals.co.uk

Telephone or visit Martin or Richard for free,
no-obligation advice at any time. 

Family-owned, Independent
Funeral Director

and Monumental Mason
serving all areas 
in and around 

Sonning and Charvil
Martin Ward

Funeral Director
Dr Richard Lloyd

Proprietor

• Traditional funerals; also horse-drawn hearses, motor-cycle hearse, 
designer coffins and environmentally friendly funerals, including 
wicker, bamboo and pine coffins, as well as woodland burials.

• Personal attention and no-obligation visits made by us
in the comfort of your own home, or in our office in Woodley.

• Golden Charter and Age UK pre-payment Funeral Plans and advice.

http://bridgeshomecare.co.uk
http://www.luckleyhouseschool.org
http://www.addplumbingsolutions.co.uk
http://sewsewtwyford.co.uk
http://www.readingfunerals.co.uk
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 the parish noticeboard — 4
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Total Raised 
£482,602

Imagining that this construction 
project, including all of the months 
and years spent in its preparation, 
is akin to a long steeplechase then I 
guess we’ve just navigated ourselves 
safely over the penultimate fence 
with the finishing line now firmly 
in our sights, writes Perry Mills, 
churchwarden and new building 
project manager.

My email folder has over 2,000 
communications listed and I find 
myself contemplating just how 
much time has been spent by so 
many in getting us to where we are. 
Even taking into consideration the 
experience I have in dealing with 
projects teams and the various 
suppliers and manufacturers, 
not to mention having to handle 
the several processes involved in 
ensuring that local, regional and 
national compliance factors are 
adhered to, I’m completely amazed 
at the diversity and sometimes 
the complexity of the tasks and 
challenges we’ve had to consider and 
overcome. The relative impact that 
the logistical complications alone 
has had with regards to the awkward 
physical access to our site and the 
need to maintain safety and due 
respect for our surroundings has 
become quite a revelation to me, the 
extent of which I had not envisaged.

I’m just so grateful that so much 
thought and consideration was given 
to the project planning in the early 
stages which has meant that I’ve not 
had too many curved balls to field 
along the way. That said, we’re not 
there yet and we have encountered 
delays as I’ve previously reported 
which means we still have a fair bit 
to complete over the coming weeks.

Writing this in early October 
and having undertaken a physical 

The finishing line is firmly in our sight

design work which is in progress, 
more decisions to be made generally, 
budgets to consider and of course the 
stability of the weather conditions.

Once again I must say a big 
thank you to everyone for your 
patience and understanding while 
we’ve gone about our business. I 
know the surrounding areas have 
been inaccessible and unsightly for 
several months now but the project 
team really is doing all that it can to 
reduce the impact and inconvenience 
caused. I’ll be making it my personal 
mission to press hard from now on to 
restore some of these areas back to 
some normality especially now that 
we’re nearing the busier time of our 
Christian calendar and the amount 
of visitors we have start to increase.

inspection of site just beforehand 
I’m confident that by the time this 
report is published that the internal 
elements (fixtures & fittings) for 
both buildings will be ‘practically 
complete’. No doubt there’ll be some 
cosmetic finishing touches to finalise 
but to all intents and purposes we 
won’t be far off.

Externally though, while the 
grounds will be generally levelled 
and cleared, we’ll still be in the early 
stages of the landscaping works. The 
setting out and the basic ground 
works’ exercises will be underway 
to form the access path routes and 
paved areas but I’m reticent about 
forecasting any more with regards to 
these disciplines and their progress 
as much depends on some further 

Tucked away at the back is the gardener’s shed The stairs to a storage area above the kitchen
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TOMALIN & SON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Monumental Mason

An Independent & Family-Owned Funeral Service
24 Hours Personal Attention / Private Chapel of Rest

Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames

Home users & small businesses in the Wargrave, Henley, 
Twyford, Bray, Cookham, Bisham, Sonning and surrounding areas. 

At your office or home. One-to-One personal tuition, 
Advice, Set-up and Installation. 

PC Health-Check, Tune-Up, Virus & Spyware, Data Recovery, 
Email & Office, Broadband, Wired & Wireless Networks, 

Skype/VOIP & Webcams. 
Microsoft Windows, XP, Vista & Windows 7 Operating Systems. 

No job too small or too large 

Home users & small businesses in the Twyford, Charvil, 
Sonning, Woodley, Wargrave and surrounding areas.
At your office or home. One-to-One personal tuition, 

Advice, Set-up and Installation.
PC Health-Check, Tune-Up, Virus & Spyware, Data Recovery, 

Email & Office, Broadband, Wired & Wireless Networks, 
Skype/VOIP & Webcams.

Microsoft Windows 8, 7 and all earlier versions.
New - Smartphone (e.g. iPhone, Android, Blackberry, 
Windows) and iPad/Tablet advice set up and integration.

CHRIS   the plumber
I offer the same friendly, reliable service as 
always but in addition to general plumbing 
I now offer domestic and commercial gas 
work — boiler repairs, installations, fault 
finding, power flush.

WHITE MARQUEES
For hire

 All proceeds used for funds of 
1st Sonning Scout Group

Suitable for all events, 
parties, fetes etc.
We Deliver, Erect, 

Take Down and Collect!

Suggested donation of only £175
Discount for Registered Charities

Trefor 07789 880072
 Marquee@sonningscouts.co.uk

MUCK ‘N’ MULCH 

 
in 

 
 

The F lower Loft
Individually designed Floral Gifts 

for all occasions
Same day local delivery service

Wedding and Event Flowers
Floral Tributes

Sympathy Flowers

             INTERFLORA FLORIST 

The Flower Loft
LADD’s Garden Village

A4 Bath Road, Hare Hatch RG10 9SB

0118 940 3804
www.theflowerloftatladds.co.uk

Serving our local communities for 10 years

Tel:
0149 157 3370

Ask Chris Duvall for a free quote
christheplumber75@gmail.com 
0785 095 6354

Repairs not covered by Homeserve?
Speak to a tradesman, not a salesman!                               
Emergency call out available

3584769

http://www.tomalins.co.uk
http://www.kimservices.co.uk
http://www.sonningscouts.co.uk
http://www.muckandmulch.co.uk
http://www.theflowerloftatladds.co.uk
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A Thames Parish Magazine is £14.95 per volume and can be obtained from: Chapter One Bookshop, Woodley; 
Brighton’s Newsagents in Woodley and Twyford; Pat Livesey 0118 961 8017, Amazon.co.uk and in 

St Andrew’s Church following the 10.30am service on 13 November and at the Dickensian Fayre on 11 December.

On sale in aid of our digital 
recording and restoration project 
The Parish Magazine 2017 Calendar 
features images of the parish 
painted by local art groups. When 
open, the calendar measures 42 x 
29.7 cms, costs £8 and includes the 
dates of bank holidays, religious 
festivals and parish events  It is 
on sale in St Andrew’s Church but 
if you have a problem getting one 
contact the editor on 0118 961 1188 
or editor@theparishmagazine.co.uk

Price: £8
Open size: 

42 x 29.7cms

The Parish 
Magazine 
Calendar 
for 2017

Volume 3 is now available         
OUR PARISH HISTORY AS IT HAPPENED!
Gordon Nutbrown’s third, and final, volume of his triology on the history of 
this parish magazine, gives a fascinating insight into recent times as it tells 
the story from 1986 to 2015. Many of the characters and events that have 
shaped - and continue to shape - our parish today will be familiar. You may 
even be in the book yourself! 

Volume 3 of A Thames Parish 
Magazine covers the last three 
decades. Although a relatively short 
period of time, it is one that has seen 
major changes - socially, politically 
and religiously.

The Parish Magazine is believed to 
be the only continuously published 
journal of its kind that dates back 
to Victorian times - 1869 - when 
churches in this country first began 
to produce them. 

During this period we had three 
vicars - Christopher Morgan, Chris 
Clarke and Jamie Taylor, the current 
incumbent - four prime ministers 
- Margaret Thatcher, John Major, 
Tony Blair, Gordon Brown, and 
David Cameron - and one sovereign. 
Theresa May, our local member of 
parliament and an active member 
of St Andrew’s Church Sonning, 
became prime minister as the book 
was being printed and Gordon has 

managed to squeeze in a ‘stop press’ 
to that effect.

One of the biggest 
changes to life in 
the past 30 years has 
without doubt been 
the emergence of the 
computer revolution 
and this is reflected in 
the way this magazine 
has been produced 
and distributed. 
Gordon concludes his 
work with the announcement made 
at the end of 2015 that The Parish 
Magazine was chosen from 600 other 
publications to be the best overall in 
the country.

The triology of books not only 
shows how The Parish Magazine has 
provided an historical record of the 
life and times of this parish since 
1869, but also how it has been, and 
remains, relevant to parish life today.

In October 2013 the vicar, Jamie 
Taylor, wrote in the magazine:
      We at St Andrew’s remain committed 
to serving Charvil, Sonning and Sonning 
Eye, but we do so in the knowledge that 
the world has changed, and that we 
must adapt.

The triology shows how the 
magazine has adpated in the past and 
how it is set to continue in the future.

Proceeds of the books and calendar go to the digital recording and restoration of The Parish Magazine archives

 feature — 1
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READING BLUE COAT SCHOOL
An Independent Day School for Boys, with a Co-Educational Sixth Form

Contact us for an
informal chat with our 
Admissions team 

Join the
adventure!

0118 944 1005 • www.rbcs.org.uk

Drop in for a tour today, or call us on
0118 944 4300 to fi nd out more.

Sunrise of Sonning, Old Bath Road, Sonning, Berkshire RG4 6TQ

sunrise-care.co.uk/sonning

A Brighter Approach
to Senior Living

When it comes to senior care, Sunrise continues to set the standard. 
Our expertly trained staff and the high quality personalised care we 
offer are changing the way people view senior living.

Whether it’s assisted living, nursing or specialist dementia care, 
everything we do is born from a commitment to providing only
the very best care to older people.

ADV_SON_0115_ParishMagazine_01.indd   1 07/01/2015   10:58

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Window Cleaner 
 

 Interior & exterior  
 All windows, frames, sills & doors 
 Conservatory cleaning 
 Fully insured 
 
 

We provide a reliable, professional service, ensuring that 
your home will sparkle.  For a free quote call or email 
 

07967 004426 
 thewindowcleaner1@googlemail.com 

http://www.rbsc.org.uk
http://www.ovenuwokingham.net
http://www.sunrise-care.co.uk/sonning
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The usual Remembrance Service at 10.30 a.m. was held on 
Sunday, November 13, and followed the pattern which has 
now become traditional among us. After the introduction 
and the address by the Vicar, the procession moved to the 
War Memorial in the South Aisle. Mr. W. Huggins, M.M., 
placed the British Legion wreath on the memorial. The Roll 
of Honour of the gallant dead was proclaimed by Major-
General L. Price-Davies, V.C., the Guides and Brownies 
placing the posy of flowers beneath the plaques bearing the 
names of the fallen as they were read out. Mr. C. A. White, 
the chairman of the Sonning branch of the Legion, read 
the “Exhortation,” and the buglers from the Waltham St. 
Lawrence band sounded the Last Post, which brought us 
to eleven o’clock and the Two Minutes’ Silence. The Reveille 
and prayers followed, after which the Procession moved to 
the Sanctuary where the Vicar received the eight standards. 
The lesson from Ephesians 6 was read by Mr. C. Ripley 
and the service proceeded with prayers and hymns to the 
Blessing, after which the Choir sang ‘God be in my head’ to 
Walford-Davies’ beautiful setting.
The crowded Church seemed to indicate that there is no 
disposition to forget the dead who died in war that we might 
live in peace and freedom. There were not so many present 
earlier that morning, when we remembered SOMEONE 
ELSE Who died that we might live for ever.

Each year during the Remembrance Sunday service posies are placed by young people from the parish (see the account 
of the 1960 Remembrance service below) in front of each of the memorials for those who were killed while serving 
in the armed forces during the two world wars and more recent conflicts. For the past 48 years the posies have been 
made by members of Sonning Flower Club using the colours on the British Legion Flag - yellow, white and blue  - and 
a poppy, with foliage of myrtle, rosemary and bay which are symbols for love, remembrance and glory. The posies are 
held in individually engraved vases, the engraving being the name of the person being commemorated. Previously 
glass jars were used until the vases were bought in memory of Barbara Teasdale, who died in 2005, and who was a 
loyal member of the Royal British Legion.

 feature — 2

Myrtle for Love, Rosemary for Remembrance, Bay for Glory

If you look back through the past issues of this 
magazine you will find that one of the few things that 
have not changed very much is the Remembrance 
service. A typical account is the one below from 1960 
when Major-General Price Davies VC, whose story is 
featured on page 23, is one of the participants.

Remembrance Sunday traditionsWilliam Ansell’s descendents 
commemorate 100th anniversary

On Sunday 2 October, 16 descendents of Lance Corporal 
William Ansell met in Sonning to commemorate his death 
100 years previously on 5 October 1916 during the Battle of 
the Somme.

After visiting his memorial inside St Andrew’s Church 
(pictured above) they had lunch in the Coppa Club. There are 
25 members of his family still alive, one of them, Dorothy 
Forward, his sister, is 106 years old and lives in Crewkerne, 
Somerset. She still remembers the family gathering in a 
circle in the hall of their house to say their farewells the day 
William left for war. The family moved to Sonning in 1899 
and another of William’s sisters, Gladys Goddard, was well 
known in the village, especially for her work with pre-school 
children. Gladys lived in Sonning until her death in 2010. 
The officer in charge of the Lewis guns that William was 
assigned to said: ‘His bravery and keeness gave me the greatest 
assistance in a crucial position where fellows had lost their heads’.
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A.F. Jones
Stonemasons

Limited

Established in 1858

01491 574 644
www.etsheppard.co.uk

36 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames RG9 1AG

0118 9573 537
www.afjones.co.uk

33 Bedford Road, Reading, RG1 7EX

57732 AF Jones Parish Magazine Advert.indd   1 19/11/2014   10:43

Woodley Decor
Painters & Decorators

Established Since 1969

No job too small
All work guaranteed

For a free quotation, contact us on:
0118 969 6828

or visit our website: http://www.woodleydecor.co.uk
 

93 Western Avenue, Woodley, Berkshire RG5 3BL

Physiotherapy
at Twyford and Wargrave 

GP Surgeries
and Castle Royale

Private appointments available 
Registered with all major healthcare providers

Book online at www.fitandable.co.uk 
or call 07720 933 192

For more information  
email info@fitandable.co.uk

F&ASonningParishAdMar16.indd   1 27/02/2016   16:09

A full ISI inspection judged Shiplake College as 
EXCELLENT across every inspection category

Boarding (flexi, weekly, full) and day school for 
455 pupils, overlooking the River Thames

Boys 11-18 • Girls 16-18 
Academic, sport and arts scholarships available

www.shiplake.org.uk

http://www.afjones.co.uk
http://www.fitandable.co.uk
http://www.shiplake.org.uk
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Found! An original ‘Dad’s Army’ map for Sonning 
Gordon Nutbrown, author of ‘A 
Thames Parish Magazine’ set of 
books, has been given an original 
copy of a map showing Sonning 
Home Guard’s plan for the village 
should there have been an invasion 
by enemy troops during the Second 
World War.

The map was given to him by Barry 
Glasscock, an old school friend of 
Gordon. It was found among the 
possesions of Barry Glasscock’s 
parents following their death. They 
came to live in Sonning during 
the late 1930’s and first occupied a 
cottage known as ‘The Nutshell’ near 
to the old school house in Thames 
Street and later moved to ‘Post 
Cottage’ near Turpins. Cecil and 
Joyce Glassock, Barry’s parents, are 
buried in St Andrew’s churchyard.

The plan indicates an outpost 
on Sonning golf course near the 
A4/Charvil end where Gordon 
remembers there used to be a 
derelict pillbox which has since been 
demolished. It also shows another 
outpost in fields near Sonning Farm 
and the Home Guard’s operations 
centre tucked away in Woodley.

Obviously in wartime there was 
a total blackout about what the 
Home Guard did and all we can do 
today is piece together snippets 
of information. There are some 
excellent anecdotal accounts in the 
Sonning and Sonning Eye Society’s 
book, Village Voices, which reveal that 
the unit was well-armed with Sten 
guns and they took the possibility of 
an invasion very seriously holding 
regular training sessions and making 
detailed plans - as can be seen from 
the map. During - and after - the war 

Bri-Gen Phipps-Hornby VC (page 21) inspects Sonning’s Home Guard Members of the Sonning Home Guard

this magazine carried a number of 
small references to the Home Guard 
that indicate how their efforts were 
greatly appreciated:
October 1941: The Day of National Prayer 
and Thanksgiving (Sunday, Sept. 7th) was 
well observed. There were 83 Communicants 
and large congregations both at 11 and 6.30. 
Mr. Roberts conducted a short Service for the 
Home Guard at 9.45 a.m. which was held in 
the grounds of the old Girls’ School, now their 
Headquarters. 

November 1941: We have been keeping some 
interesting Sundays lately. On September 
21st we offered up our Thanksgivings for the 
victory of the R.A.F. in the “ Battle of Britain ’’ 
last year. On September 28th the Civil Defence 
Workers came in Force to Church at 11 o’clock, 
and we were all glad to welcome them. We hope 
soon to have a Parade of the Home Guard.

June 1944: Rogation Sunday May 14, was 
marked by a parade of the Home Guard to 
Church in the morning to celebrate their fourth 
birthday. 

The Home Guard’s secret map of Sonning that reveals the key strategic points in an invasion
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Nigel was 19 years old on the day war broke out in 
September 1939 and so he joined 98 Squadron which 
was based in France from April to June 1940.

Returning from France two weeks after the 
evacuation of Dunkirk the RMS Lancastria, on which 
he was travelling, was bombed by the Luftwaffe off 
the French port of St Nazaire. More than 4,000 died 
including 75 airmen from the squadron. Nigel stripped 
out of his uniform on the deck, and as the water slowly 
rose stepped in and swam. He was picked up by a rescue 
boat and proudly headed up a line of servicemen as he 
marched down the street in his underwear!

He was posted to RAF Acklington in August 1940 
and joined 610 Squadron a month before the Battle of 
Britain when the Germans mounted a heavy air attack 
in an attempt to gain superiority in the sky. 

He once said: ‘The Spitfire was magnificent to fly, so 
agile and easy to handle. When you got in the cockpit 
it was like the aircraft became part of your body. The 
speed was incredible and your reactions had to be 
lightning fast to avoid flak and the enemy fire of the 
Messerschmitt BF109. Both the ME-109 and Spitfire 
were similar in performance and each side would try to 
give them a tactical advantage’. 

Nigel continued to fly various sorties until March 
1941 when he was shot down in a Spitfire MkII by a 
ME-109. With flames in the cockpit he bailed out, 
landing in France in a large oak tree before his body 
weight dragged him to the ground.

Captured by the Germans he was taken to the Stalag 
Luft III prisoner of war camp on the Polish border, 
about 100 miles south east of Berlin. 

The war camp became known for ‘The Great Escape’ 
which was conceived in March 1944. Nigel helped to 
dig the tunnel. It was only 2ft square, dark, wet and 

difficult to breathe in. It took a     
year to construct and it was agreed    
only a third of the 600 men who worked 
on it would be able to escape. Some were guaranteed while 
the others drew lots. Nigel was unsuccessful but maybe he 
would not have survived to tell the story. Of the 76 men 
who crawled their way to freedom only three made it back 
to the UK. The rest were either captured or killed.

Nigel remained in the camp until the end of the 
war when all the prisoners were taken on what became 
known as the Long March, trudging through the snow 
in the bitter cold. One by one the German guards began 
to fall away until there were none. They were left to 
find their our own way back to Britain, scrimping along 
the way. Nigel recalled one kind local who gave him a 
leg of ham.

Nigel was a resident at Sunrise of Sonning for the 
past seven years and while there he took part in the 
70th Anniversay of The Battle of Britain celebrations 
in 2010. He was recognised as one of the last survivors 
called by Sir Winston Churchill as ‘The Few’ when he 
said: ‘Never, in the field of human conflict, was so 
much owed by so many to so few.’ 

When asked if he was ever scared while flying in 
the war, Nigel would say: ‘You don’t have time for that 
nonsense.’

At his funeral in St Andrew’s Church in July this 
year, the debt owed him by the country was recognised 
by HRH Prince Charles who was represented by Air 
Chief Marshall Sir Steven Dalton GCB RAF and the 
Chief of the Air Staff by Air Vice-Marshall Mike 
Quigley. A trumpeter from the Central Band of the RAF 
played The Last Post at the graveside. (front cover picture)  

Most Sunrise of Sonning residents have a story to tell but few can say they have flown Spitfires, 
been sunk and shot down by the Luftwaffe, captured and taken to the prisoner of war camp      
Stalag Luft III, been part of an escape plan that features in a best selling book published in 1950   
and an epic 1963 movie starring Steve McQueen, James Garner and Richard Attenborough,                                  
and survive the infamous ‘Long March’. Flight Lieutenant Nigel Drever (pictured right), who         
was recently buried in St Andrew’s churchyard with full military honours, did all of this! 

‘The Great Escape’ tunnel that Nigel Drever (inset) helped to dig

Nigel Drever survived the sinking of the RMS Lancastria

Nigel Drever, a Spitfire 
pilot, great escaper and 
one of ‘The Few’

 feature — 4
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Remembering our Victoria Cross heroes
Nigel Drever (see previous page) joins several other well-known military people buried in St Andrew’s churchyard 
including two winners of the Victoria Cross. Earlier this year their graves were refurbished by the Victoria Cross 
Trust, a charitable organisation that ensures the memory and graves of every Victoria Cross recipient are remembered 
and maintained for generations to come, so it’s an appropriate time to remember them here and on page 23.

http://victoriacrosstrust.org/

Our best-loved and most distinguished of parishioners

‘It was with affectionate regret that we committed to their 
resting place in our Churchyard the ashes of the best-loved 
as well as the most distinguished of all our parishioners. The 
upright figure of ‘‘The General” walking through the village 
with his dogs, and perchance with a wheel-barrow full of good 
things from his garden, his cheery greeting to all and sundry, his 
unfailing courtesy, his unassuming friendliness, will now be seen 
only in memory’s vision, but the remembrance of this Christian 
gentleman will last as an inspiration and example when that of 
lesser though perhaps prouder and noisier people will have faded 
into obscurity. Much has been written and rightly and deservedly 
so, in the “Times” and in the local press, of his distinguished 
career in the Army, of the prowess which won him the Victoria 
Cross and his other decorations, and of the many other claims 
to distinction which were his. Here we must content ourselves 
with writing of those qualities which endeared him to us Sonning 

people and will enshrine him for ever in our memories, and with 
calling to mind those humdrum duties which this distinguished 
soldier was willing to shoulder for our good. The Parochial 
Church Council, the Churchyard Committee, the Pearson Hall 
Committee (for which he worked so hard for many years as Hon. 
Secretary), the British Legion (of which he was President), and 
many other societies, such as arise from time to time for some 
specific purpose, reckoned him as one of their keenest and most 
loyal members. So active and upright was he even in his ninetieth 
year, that we hardly envisaged a time when he would no longer be 
in our company, and we should not see him in his seat in Church 
on Sunday mornings. Trumpeters from the Royal Horse Artillery 
sounded his departure from this earthly life; no doubt for him, 
as for many another faithful Christian warrior, the trumpets 
sounded also on the other side. Au revoir, dear General; may God 
bless you and your dear ones now and always!’

Brigadier General Edmund John Phipps-Hornby, 
VC, CB, CMG, DL (31 December 1857 – 13 December 
1947) was a British Army officer and was awarded the 
Victoria Cross for gallantry during the Second Boer 
War (1899 – 1902). He also saw active service in the 
Bechuanaland Expedition 1884-5 and World War I. By 
the time he retired in 1918, he had served in the Army 
for 40 years. As well as his exceptional army career 
he is also remembered for his faithful service to our 
church and parish, including the Sonning branch of the 
Royal British Legion of which he was president. His 
contribution to parish life is illustrated by this extract 
from the January 1948 issue of this magazine ...

Major Phipps-Hornby VC citation reads: On the occasion of 
the action at Korn Spruit on the 31st March, 1900, a British 
force, including two batteries of the Royal Horse Artillery, 
was retiring from Thabanchu towards Bloemfontein. The 
enemy had formed an ambush at Korn Spruit, and before 
their presence was discovered by the main body had 
captured the greater portion of the baggage column 
and five out of the six guns of the leading battery. 
When the alarm was given Q Battery, Royal Horse 
Artillery, was within 300 yards of the Spruit. Major 
Phipps-Hornby, who commanded it, at once wheeled 
about and moved off at a gallop under a very heavy 
fire. One gun upset when a wheel horse was shot, and
had to be abandoned, together with a waggon, the 
horses of which were killed. The remainder of the 
battery reached a position close to some unfinished 
railway buildings and came into action 1,150 yards 
from the Spruit, remaining in action until ordered to 
retire. When the order to retire was received Major 
Phipps-Hornby ordered the guns and their limbers to be run 
back by hand . . . The few remaining gunners, assisted 
by a number of Officers and men of a party of Mounted 
Infantry, and directed by Major Phipps-Hornby and Captain 
Humphreys, the only remaining Officers of the battery, 

succeeded in running back four of the guns under shelter. 
One or two of the limbers were similarly withdrawn by hand, 
but the work was most severe and the distance considerable. 
In consequence all concerned were so exhausted
that they were unable to drag in the remaining limbers or
 the fifth gun. It now became necessary to risk
 the horses, and volunteers were called for from
 among the drivers, who readily responded. Several
 horses were killed and men wounded, but at length
 only one gun and one limber were left exposed. 
 Four separate attempts were made to rescue these,
 but when no more hordes were available the
 attempt had to be given up and the gun and limber
 were abandoned. Meanwhile the other guns had
 been sent on, one at a time, and after passing within
 700 or 800 yards of the enemy, in rounding the head
 of a donga and crossing two spruits they eventually
 reached a place of safety, where the battery was
  re-formed. After full consideration of the 
circumstances of the case the Field-Marshal Commanding-
in-chief in South Africa formed the opinion that the 
conduct of all ranks of Q Battery, Royal Horse Artillery, 
was conspicuously gallant and daring,  . . . it was ultimately 
decided in favour of Major Phipps-Hornby.

The VC for conspicuously gallant and daring deeds under heavy gunfire
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Woods Wines
of Henley

0118 9401600

Something for everyone at Sheeplands 
Garden Centre

Farm Shop

Café

Fishmongers

Butcher

Christmas
Shows & Fun

The Parish Magazine - 1 Nov - 31 Dec

 Valid May 2016 

Garden Trends
BBQs and Furniture

Jon Thorner
Butchery

Fish Glorious Fish 
Fishmonger

Compost Range
Multibuy Offers

Offers valid Sept 1 - Oct 30

Enchanted Players
See website for details

SAVE £3
    

Milford Collection

normally 
£5.99 each

2 for £10

London Rd, Hare Hatch, Nr Twyford Reading, RG10 9HW

   Hare Hatch Sheeplands @HHSheeplands      www.harehatchsheeplands.co.uk

Offers valid 1 Nov - 31 Dec

Pot Pourri or
 Scented Cones
(mix & match)

Paul Lamond
Murder 
Mystery

(now only
£9.99)

          

Ashleigh & Burwood
          15% Off

Lamps &
Lamp Sets

(while stocks last)

15% OFF
    

 

Blinds in Sonning from 
The Wargrave Blind Company 

 

Huge choice of Blinds, Shutters & Curtain 
Poles from Top Manufacturers 
Sensible advice – Free Quotes 
Expertly fitted with Full Guarantee 

 
For a home appointment contact us on: 

Tel: 0118 940 1443 Mob: 07910 076521 
www.wargraveblinds.co.uk 

Plumbing & Decorating Service
Complete Project Refurbishment

Repairs to Bathroom Suites, Showers
Toilets, Basins, Radiators and more ...

Full Interior and Exterior Decorating
Reliable, Clean and Efficient

DAVID SHAILES
   0770 860 2442              i.plumber@btinternet.com

www.iplumberuk.com

http://www.richfieldflooring.co.uk
http://www.harehatchsheeplands.co.uk
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 feature — 5

A professional soldier and a family man of our parish 

As well the Boer War and WWI, Lewelyn Price-Davies saw 
action in the Second World War and helped train members 
of the Sonning Home Guard (see page 19).

An account of his Victoria Cross award states: Price-
Davies was 23 years old, and a Lieutenant in The King’s Royal 
Rifle Corps during the Second Boer War when the following 
deed took place at Blood River Poort for which he was awarded 
the VC: ‘At Blood River Poort, on the 17th September, 1901, 
when the Boers had overwhelmed the right of the British 
Column, and some 400 of them were galloping round the flank 
and rear of the guns, riding up to the drivers (who were trying 
to get the guns away) and calling upon them to surrender, 
Lieutenant Price-Davies, hearing an order to fire upon the 
charging Boers, at once drew his revolver and dashed in among 
them, firing at them in a most gallant and desperate attempt to 
rescue the guns. He was immediately shot and knocked off his 
horse, but was not mortally wounded, although he had ridden 
to what seemed to be almost certain death without a moment’s 
hesitation.’ 

Eileen Price-Davies has died, after 
a full and wonderful life of 95 years. 
The funeral took place at Sonning, 
on Friday, January 19th 1973. Mrs. 
Price-Davies was the widow of Major 
General ‘Mary’ Price-Davies, V.C., C.B., 
C.M.G.,D.S.O., who had a distinguished 
military career, and she was the sister of 
Field Marshall Sir Henry Wilson.
After her marriage in 1906, Mrs. Price-
Davies accompanied, and untiringly 
supported, her husband in his many 
appointments at home and abroad. 
After his retirement from the Army 
in 1930, General and Mrs. Price-
Davies ran the Odney Club for the 

Major-General Lewelyn 
Price-Davies, who was 
awarded the Victoria 
Cross for gallantry during 
the Second Boer War, was 
‘part of a professional 
group of old soldiers in 
the middle officer ranks 
who made the nuts and 
bolts of war happen’ 
says Peter Robinson, the 
author of a book about his 
letters home during the 
First World War. He and 
his wife, Eileen, were a 
respected  and much-loved 
part of our parish . . . 

John Lewis Partnership in Cookham. 
On moving to Sonning in 1952, they 
both became active members of the 
Church, the British Legion, and other 
village organisations. When General 
Price-Davies died in 1965, Mrs. Price- 
Davies maintained all their united 
interests; Army Welfare work was a 
cause very dear to her, particularly 
for the ‘Greenjackets’, her husband’s 
regiment. She was the much loved and 
respected President of the Royal British 
Legion. Women’s Branch in Sonning for 
many years up until her death. Hardly 
a newcomer arrived in the village, 
without very soon receiving a ‘Welcome’ 

invitation to Corndon ... What makes 
a person ‘very special’? Many things, 
most of them intangible. Some of 
them, in this case, were her unfailing 
courtesy, courage, and sense of humour; 
her genuine interest in everything and 
everybody, and ability to communicate 
with people of all ages; her wise counsel, 
learnt through long experience; in 
fact, . . . perhaps it can all be summed 
up as her true understanding. Mrs. 
Price-Davies will be especially missed 
at Church services. For all of us in the 
village, whose interests were so near her 
heart, ‘a light has gone out’, but nothing 
can dim the memory of her example.

Major General Price-Davies’ grave 
was refurbished by the Victoria 
Cross Trust earlier this year

During the 1950’s this magazine mentions Lewelyn Price-
Davies as serving on the St Andrew’s Church council, until 
his death in 1965 when we carried this report:  
‘The Late Major-General Price-Davies, V.C.,C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O.
The Parochial Church Council and parishioners much regret 
the passing of General Llewelyn Price-Davies, which occurred 
on December 28, 1965, and wish to express sincere sympathy 
with Mrs. Price-Davies in her great loss. The General, who 
was 87, came to live at Sonning in 1952. He and Mrs. Price-
Davies have been regular worshippers at the Parish Church and 
have supported the Parish in many other ways. He was a very 
distinguished soldier and one of Nature’s gentlemen so kind and 
considerate with such a lovable personality that he will be sadly 
missed. The burial took place on December 30, and a Memorial 
Service was held in the Parish Church on January 6, conducted 
by the Rev. S. Young of Aldermaston, assisted by the Rev. R. S. 
Brutton. The large gathering included the Sonning British Legion, 
representatives of the Rifle Brigade and 60th Rifles and Her 
Majesty’s Honourable Corps of Gentlemen at Arms. 

The Major-Generals’ wife served the parish at 95 years
True to the old saying that behind every great man there is a great woman, Eileen Price-Davies, who was the president 
of the influential Women’s Branch of the Sonning Royal British Legion, was still taking an active part in parish life at 
the age of 95 years and was equally remembered in the pages of this magazine in 1973 . . .

During World War I Major-General Price-Davies used his position 
to avoid the censorship to write home. His letters, according to Peter 
Robinson, reveal the role that he played in changing the shape of the war.
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Why 
pay 
high 

street 
prices?
Lowest Prices Guaranteed
View our showroom and extensive selection of 
flooring and designs in your home - we come to you! 
Free no obligation quotation or professional advice.
AMTICO
KARNDEAN
VICTORIA
CORMAR
PENTHOUSE
LOUIS DE POOTERE
ALTERNATIVE FLOORING
KERSAINT COBB
V4 FLOOR WOOD FLOORING

Full range of quality 
flooring products: 
carpets, wood, 
laminate, vinyl
Complete flooring 
solutions for residential 
and commercial 
designs

• 

•

david.banning@fdflooring.com
0125 688 0253        0754 596 7271
www.finedesignflooring.com

The Homestead, Park Lane, Charvil, Reading RG10 9TR
email: sales@thebmgc.com

www.thebmgc.com

call us on 0118 934 5016

For cost effective, locally produced, quality graphics

10% of the value of your first order will be donated to the
new community hall fund when you quote Ref: BMGC-CH

• PVC banners
• Roller banners

• Posters
• Point of sale

• Shop signage
• Window graphics

• Exhibition systems
• Vehicle livery

• Signage for commerce
• Corporate branding

• Bespoke wall coverings
• Graphic design

• Installation services

M A R R Y  H A P P Y

THE GREAT HOUSE, THAMES STREET,  SONNING-ON-THAMES, BERKSHIRE,  RG4 6UT  

0118 9692277  |  WWW.GREATHOUSEATSONNING.CO.UK  |  MARRY@GREATHOUSEATSONNING.CO.UK

http://www.finedesignflooring.com
http://www.thebmgc.com
http://www.greathouseatsonning.co.uk
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Sonning Art Group had a very 
successful Sonning village 
show winning 24 awards across 
several categories and their 
artwork was well received by 
visitors to the exhibition. 

Kay Mottram (right) won the 
coveted George Lamb Trophy for 
the favourite exhibit chosen by 
visitors to the show.

The Society for Amateur Artists has set another 
challenge this year which some of the group’s artists 
are keen to enter. The idea is for two artists to paint 
half a postcard each in whatever style they choose, for 
example, a pencil drawing and a watercolour scene or a 
picture half night, half day - the possibilities are endless. 
An exhibition of the challenge will be held at National 
Exhibition Centre, Birmingham .

The next Chairman's Cup takes place on 25 November,  
when the subject is ‘Gone with the Wind’. The group meets 
each Friday afternoon from 1-4 pm in Pearson Hall.

 around the villages — 1

Reading Blue Coat School’s

FAMILY FIREWORKS

THURSDAY
3RD

NOVEMBER 
2016

Gates Open at 6.30 pm

Fireworks Display 7.15 pm

SAVE THE DATE!!

Tickets will be available from Reception in mid October

Loddon District’s girl guiding leaders met on 25 August 
for an evening of pottery at Haahoos Ceramics in 
Twyford to create a range of masterpieces from mugs, 
pots and even ducks! writes Jasmine Thompson. 

Sadly, the evening had a rather poignant overtone - the 
celebration of the life of Andrea Ching, a well-known figure 
in the local guiding community. Andrea had sadly died five 
days previously. At her funeral on 6 September many people 
wore their guiding uniform. 

All the guiding leaders at the pottery evening sang taps - a 
traditional song sung at guide meetings. It was a truly fitting 
tribute to Andrea, who will be greatly missed by so many. 

Andrea Ching remembered 
at guiders pottery evening

Art group wins 24 awards at 
village show

After a number of years serving on the Charvil Village 
Society Committee some members have stepped down so 
it is urgently seeking new blood. 

Can you help? Two or three new committee members are 
needed to help deliver its 2017 programme of events and 
to ensure that the society is able to continue. To find out 
more, or if you have some ideas for future events, contact 
Mark A’Bear at markabe@btconnect.com

The society thanks John and Christine Peach, Jacky 
Carthy and Keith Birt who have stepped down. Without 
their hard work in recent years there would not be a 
Charvil Village Society. 

The current programme of events- which all take place 
in Charvil Village Hall - includes:
— Friday 25 November:  Village quiz, 7.45pm. For details 
and bookings call Roger Burns 934 5524. Take your own 
drinks and nibbles, £7, early booking essential.
— Boxing Day: Walk starts at 10am and returns to the 
Village Hall for mulled wine, mince pies and nibbles. No 
booking needed and no charge. All welcome including dogs.
— Saturday 28 January: Village quiz, 7:45pm (see 25 Nov).
— Saturday 25 February: Horse-race night, 7.45pm. Take 
your own drinks and nibbles, £7, book with Mark 934 3918.
— CHANGE OF DATE Saturday 1 April: Senior citizens 
concert and tea, 3-5.30pm. All senior citizens in the parish 
are invited, no charge. Details: Madeleine Boyce 934 5260.
— Thursday 13 July: Annual General Meeting, 8pm, open 
to all members.

http://www.charvil.com/clubs-and-societies/charvil-village-society/

Charvil Village Society 
plea for urgent help with 
its programme for 2017
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Taking Time to Care 

Helping your loved ones to remain in their own homes 
 

Does your loved one need some help each day, 
getting up and dressed, preparing meals or getting 

settled in the evening? 
 

We offer daily visits to homes across Berkshire 
ensuring both you and your loved one are getting 

the support you need. 
 

We never rush, we don’t believe in 10 minute visits 
– we believe in helping your loved ones to feel safe, 

cared for and independent.  
 

Contact us today for a no obligation discussion 
about your needs. 

 
Melanie.Meads@q1care.co.uk 

Tel. 01189 654091 
 

www.q1care.co.uk 
Q1 Care Ltd, 1210 Parkview, Arlington Business Park, Theale, 

Berkshire, RG7 4TY  
 

                                                                                
 

Q1Care Ltd is approved by the Care Quality 
Commission CQC inspected and rated GOOD 

14/9/2016 

http://www.milesfunerals.com
http://www.ivyofsonning.co.uk/
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 around the villages - 2

Reading Blue Coat School invites you 
to two free music concerts:
Tuesday 15 November 7.00pm in 
Way Hall, a Grand Concert, featuring 
the school’s elite musicians.
Monday 21 November 1.30pm in the 
Buttery, Songs from the Shows. 
More from: Reception 0118 944 1005

Tickets are still available for the 
Sonning and Sonning Eye Society 
AGM and supper on Saturday 19 
November in Pearson Hall.

A welcoming drink will be 
served at 7 pm and the AGM will 
start promptly at 7.15 pm. The guest 
speaker will be Lesley Green who 
was headteacher of Sonning CoE 
school from 1999-2015. There will be 
a pay bar. Tickets are £16 from Penny 
Feathers 0118 934 3193.

At Sonning and Ligugé Twinning 
Association’s next event, at 7.30pm 
on Friday 18 November in Pearson 
Hall, an English couple, now living in 
Sonning, will share their experiences 
of running a vineyard in France 
for 13 years. There will also be an 
opportunity to sample this year’s 
Beaujolais Nouveau and enjoy a three 
course supper.

Tickets, which include a welcome 
drink on arrival, are £20 or £15 for 
association members. A pay bar will 
also be available. David Bates 969 7793

13 years a vigneron!

S&SE AGM supper

Free elite concerts

Charvil girls choir, Jewel Tones, are 
joining ladies choir Time2Sing and the 
Waverley School Choir for their annual 
concert, Sing! Sing! Sing! at Norden 
Farm on 27 November at 7pm.
Then on Sunday 11 December  from 
2-4pm in Charvil Village Hall Suzanne 
Newman, who runs Jewel Tones, is 
leading a fun singing afternoon for 
female voices. Songs include: A jolly 
jingling caroling medley, Christmas in 
about three minutes, The Christmas 
Song and Do you hear what I hear? for 
two-part female voice choir.
The afternoon costs £10 - £7 for 
under 18’s and includes music and 
refreshments. Places need to be booked 
with Suzanne Newman 0118 934 0589.

Sing! Sing! Sing! 

Tickets for Pearson Hall Social 
Committee’s Christmas supper  go 
on sale on Monday 7 November. The 
annual extravaganza is on Saturday 3 
December at 7.30pm in Pearson Hall. 

A traditional multi-course meal 
will be followed by joyous carol 
singing and a Christmas themed 
raffle — all washed down with 
drinks from the pay bar.

  Tickets from Judy Baldwin 0118 
947 2730 are £15.

Annual extravaganza

Whatever happened to the Anglo Saxons? Sonning was 
an important Anglo Saxon settlement. During 200 years 
it had eleven bishops, three of whom became Archbishops 
of Canterbury and yet apart from a carved stone high on 
the church tower and a list inside there is nothing left to 
remember them or this important era.

Showing visitors around St Andrew’s I realised there 
is virtually nothing to remember this important time 
in English history. The Anglo Saxons had converted to 
Christianity and bishops held almost as much power as 
kings. The first Sonning bishop was Athelstan, in 900 AD 
followed by Odo who was a Danish convert to Christianity 
against his father’s wishes. He became a prominent 
Anglo Saxon cleric and soldier and fought in the battle of 
Brunaburgh which saw off a large force of Danes Irish and 
Welsh. As a reward for his bravery he was was appointed 
Archbishop of Canterbury. Other bishops were Osulf, 
Alfstan, Alfgar Sigeric Aelfric Brightwold Herman Osmund 
and Roger. After the arrival of the Normans the bishops 
moved to Ramsbury and Salisbury but they and the deans 
retained property in Sonning as it was conveniently situated 
on the river giving easy access to the Royal Court. The list of 
names all seem to be rather foreign to us but remember the 
Anglo Saxons were descendants of invading migrants from 
Germany and northern Europe.

Although there are old houses in Sonning there are no 
houses or buildings from the Anglo Saxon era. Their building 
materials were wood wattle and thatch. No bricks were made 

flint was not used and stone was only used in a few buildings 
up and down the country, so few ancient buildings exist. 
Bodies and bones have been found, some beneath the Bull 
Inn. Some think the original Sonning church was where the 
Bull now stands. The path across the churchyard connecting 
with Sonning Lane is probably the original track to the river 
and some roads possibly follow the old Anglo Saxon layout. 

One area of interest is in the coinage of what is known 
as the dark ages. Silver pennies were struck by moniers who 
travelled around the country and money became important 
for trade. Occasionally hoards are found which had often 
been hidden in times of trouble. The coins give us names of 
kings and towns across England. 

It would be good to know more about Sonning’s bishops 
and the three archbishops, a most important position then 
and now. It is interesting to reflect that in the present day a 
local resident has followed their example and become not an 
archbishop but the British Prime Minister.

The forgotten Anglo Saxon bishops of Sonning

Saxon carved stone on tower 
of St Andrew’s Church

How Sonning may have looked before 
the Norman Conquest

By Robert Lobley

The 2016 Scarecrow Trail has 
started to benefit local projects and 
organisations including: Sonning 
Primary School PTA for refurbishing 
the school playground, Sonning 
Handbells for new music, the 
Sonning Club for re-decoration, The 
Parish Magazine archive project, 
Charvil Senior Residents Club, 
FoStAC, the Cricket Club for junior 
nets, Sonning Flower Club and Barn 
Owl boxes. 

Donations to other projects in the 
parish are still being considered. 

Scarecrows update
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Want to 
change the 
look of your 
floors?
Look no further.  
Wentworth textiles 
is a residential and 
commercial carpet 
and flooring  

company with a distinguished 
reputation of nearly 50 years. 

We can provide samples of any  
flooring, offer a fitting and installation 
service. We also provide rugs, be they 
hand-tufted or sheepskin and in any size.

For further information, please  
contact www.wentworthtextiles.com 
or call 0118 958 2166 or email  
pa.roper@btinternet.com

Wentworth textiles
The home of your carpet and flooring solutions

 Trustworthy
Cost Effective
High Quality Care

• Fully Managed Live-in Services
• Temporary & Longer-term
 • Four levels of care tailored to 

individual requirements
• From general support to 

complex health care needs

Established 1967

Phone: 01865 791017 • Email: enquiries@oxfordaunts.co.uk • Visit: www.oxfordaunts.co.uk

CANON TREE CARE
EXPERIENCED  QUALIFIED  INSURED

In association with TAKA ISHII  Green Garden Design (Japan)            

OFFICE - MON-FRI 8.45-5.30: 
READING 0845 034 0962
OUT OF OFFICE HOURS: 

MOBILE 0779 931 5661
CTC.Julian@yahoo.co.uk

•	 Pruning,	Felling	&	Planting		
•	 Reductions,	Thinning	&	Dead	Wooding	
•		Dangerous	Trees	Saved	&	Made	Safe
•		Modern	Noninvasive	Cable	Bracing
•		Stump	Grinding	&	Removal
•		Tree	Problem	Diagnosis
•	Japanese	Ornamental		
				Tree	Pruning	 READING

WINDSOR

MAIDENHEAD

BRACKNELL

SONNING

http://www.wentworthtextiles.com
http://www.oxfordaunts.co.uk
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Following the highly successful Christmas Fayre in 2015, 
we are holding another one this year. 

A wide variety of stalls will be selling all sorts of good 
things for Christmas, with live Christmas music and 
carols, St Nicholas meeting the children, tower tours, over 
100 nativities, mulled wine and mince pies, and more. If 
you visited the Fayre last year, you will know how festive 
it was, so please tell your friends and come along again 
this year. Visiting stall holders are welcome and should 
contact the parish administrator, Sonia Boyles, to book a 
place - 0118 969 2428 or standrews.sonning@btinternet.com

If you would like to help, please contact Sonia. All 
proceeds go to the St Andrew’s Community Hall Appeal.

Sunday 11 December from 1.30pm St Andrew’s Church, Sonning

Candlelit Dickensian Fayre
christmas planner

HM Forces Airmail (BFPO)
28 November — Operational BFPOs
12 December — Static BFPOs

Royal Mail International Airmail
3 December  — Africa, Middle East
7 December — Cyprus, Asia, Far East, Japan, Eastern Europe
8 December  — Caribbean, Central & South America
10 December — Greece, Australia, New Zealand
14 December — Czech Republic, Germany, Italy, Poland
15 December — Canada, Finland, Sweden, USA
16 December — Austria, Denmark, Iceland, Netherlands,
               Norway, Portugal, Slovakia, Spain, 
               Switzerland
17 December  — Belgium, France, Ireland, Luxembourg

Royal Mail UK Services
20 December  — 2nd class and 2nd class signed for
21 December — 1st class and 1st class signed for
22 December — Special delivery guaranteed
23 December— Special delivery Saturday guaranteed

Royal Mail Tracked
21 December — Tracked 48
22 December — Tracked 24 

More at http://www.postoffice.co.uk/christmas/last-posting-
dates#kAPIDk6tzPbesHMx.99

Last posting dates for Christmas

— Sunday 4 December, 10.30am Toy Service with lighting   
      0f the Chrismas tree and a visit from St Nicholas
— Sunday 18 December, 6.30pm Nine Lessons and Carols
— Christmas Eve, 4.00pm Crib Service & Blessing of the Crib
— Christmas Eve, 11.30pm Midnight Mass
— Christmas Day, 10.30am Family Communion (bring a toy)
  — New Year’s Day, 10.30am Family Service

Christmas Services at St Andrew’s 

http://www.milesfunerals.com
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Local Trades and Services

POWER CARS OF WOODLEY
Family run business - established 1945

Experienced male & female drivers - Large licensed cars
Reasonably priced local and long distance work undertaken

0118 969 3066  paddypower30@hotmail.com

PORTMAN GARDENS -  DESIGN , CONSTRUCT,  MAINTAIN 
Garden Features, Patios, Ponds, Pergolas, Fencing

Unit 2, 6 Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA
 0118 959 1796 - 0778 577 2263

 martyncollins@portmanpm.com

WATER SOFTENER SALT - FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
25kg Tablet/Granular £9.50 - Harvey Block Salt 2x4kg £6.00

http://salt-deliveries-online.com      sales@salt-deliveries-online.com 
0778 577 2263 -  0118 959 1796

Unit 2, 6 Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA

Please mention The Parish Magazine when contacting our advertisers

FURNESS ACCOUNTING SERVICES 
Experienced Accountant 

Bookkeeping, Incomplete records, Accounts preparation
0118 969 7003 - 0752 681 6741

alanfurness94@btinternet.com

ELECTRIC NICK
Domestic and Commercial Electrical Services 

Qualified, Part P registered, 15 years experience
0758 429 4986  

electricnick@live.com

WANT HELP WITH AN ‘ODD JOB’?
For local odd jobs please call Phil on

0118 944 0000 
0797 950 3908

Thames Street, Sonning

AERIALPHIL.CO.UK
For all your aerial photos, Good for surveying,

also for assessing conditions of roofs, etc
Thames Street, Sonning

0118  944 0000    http://aerialphil.co.uk

STYLE BY JULIE
Hairstylist, Beauty Therapist & Nail Technician

Badgers Rise, Woodley, Reading RG5 3AJ
0118 437 8178      http://www.stylebyjulie.co.uk

Any advice you need just give me a call

WOODLEY GARDENS
Garden care and green waste disposal
Fully insured, Licensed waste carrier

http://www.woodleygardens.co.uk
0118 336 2464

MC CLEANING
We are a family business with excellent references

and we are fully insured
All cleaning materials provided

For free quote call:  Maria 0779 902 7901

CHIROPODY AND PODIATRY
Linda Frewin HCPC member

General foot care and treatment including home visits
25 Ashtrees Road, Woodley RG5 4LP

  0118 969 6978 -  0790 022 4999

COUNSELLING AND PSYCHOTHERAPY
Professionally registered. Confidential.

Initial consultation welcome to assess your needs 
Woolhampton (on A4 between Reading – Newbury) 

Geralyn Collins - 0777 850 9594

SONNING MOWERS
Sales – Service – Repairs
at Ladds Garden Village

Bath Road, Hare Hatch RG10 9SB 
0118 940 6203       http://www.sonningmowers.co.uk

PICTURE FRAMING SERVICES
All your artwork professionally framed

Fine Art Trade Guild Registered Framer 
LODDON FRAMING, The Ridgeway, Woodley 

tony@loddonframing.co.uk   0795 021 7474

CLARK BICKNELL LTD 
Qualified Plumbing and Heating Engineers Gas Safe 

25 years experience - local family run company 
Office: 0118 961 8784  -  Paul: 0776 887 4440

paul@clarkbicknell.co.uk

ACUPUNCTURE — TWYFORD
To find out how acupuncture can help you call 

DENA SMITH  BSc, Lic Ac, MBAcC
Twyford Surgery, Loddon Hall Road, RG10 9JA

0797 134 0871   http://www.denasmithacupuncture.co.uk

JAMES AUTOS
Car Servicing, Repairs and MOT
Mole Road, Sindlesham, RG41 5DJ 

0118 977 0831
james_autos@hotmail.co.uk

BARNSTORE HENLEY
High-Security Self Storage

Large and small units with 24/7 access
Shiplake Farm, Henley-on-Thames RG9 4BX

0118 940 4163   henley@barn-store.co.uk

THAMES CHIMNEY SWEEPS
0779 926 8123           0162 882 8130

enquiries@thameschimneysweeps.co.uk
 http://www.thameschimneysweeps.co.uk
Member of the Guild of Master Sweeps

TO ADVERTISE HERE
classified@theparishmagazine.co.uk

0118 969 3282

MPD MOTOR SERVICES
All Motor Vehicle Repairs and Maintenance

Mill Farmyard, Sonning Eye RG4 6TR
  0779 557 2783

mpdyer@yahoo.co.uk
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 the arts

Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

Then you might like to discuss the 
possibility of getting married in our 
ancient and beautiful parish church. 

If so, call the vicar, Jamie 
0118 969 3298

He will be pleased to help you!

Planning to get married?

THE CHURCH OF ST ANDREW SERVING
CHARVIL, SONNING AND SONNING EYE

In addition to the stunning and historic location in Sonning, we will work 
hard to provide you with a memorable and moving occasion. We can 

provide a choir, organ, peal of eight bells, beautiful flowers, over 100 lit 
candles set in our ornate Victorian chandeliers and the use of our beautiful 

churchyard as a backdrop for your photographs. 

Book review

Rev Michael Burgess continues 
his procession through a church 
building, this month pausing to 
consider the significance of the 
church altar. 

In The Temple the reader travels 
through the poems of George 
Herbert and makes a pilgrimage 
through the church to arrive finally 
at the altar where ‘Love’ bids us 
welcome to make our communion. 

For the poet and for us, the altar 
is a sign of Christ: His presence in 
the sacrament of His body and blood. 
At the Reformation stone altars gave 
way to wooden holy tables, but in 
1972 a stone altar was created for a 
London church that was designed 
not only as a sign of Christ, but as a 
reminder of the Dome of the Rock 
in Jerusalem – the place where 
Abraham was ready to offer Isaac. 

The altar is a focus of offering. 
Its sculptor was Henry Moore who 
began his work 300 years after Sir 
Christopher Wren designed the new 
church of St Stephen, Walbrook in 
1672. Neither Wren nor Moore was 
afraid of innovation and experiment. 
As a result Wren created one of the 

most beautiful of London churches, 
famous and admired throughout 
Europe, with its central dome carried 
on 12 columns. His concern was that 
in worship all should hear and see, 
just as Moore’s concern was to show 
the altar at the heart of the church, 
and consequently a church that is at 
the heart of the city.

The placing of that altar led to 
a lengthy court case in 1987, and 
opinions may still vary over this 

marriage of stone and building. But 
it remains as a focus for offering 
and worship, just as the church of 
St Stephen stands nearly 350 years 
after it was rebuilt. Both take us in 
faith and prayer to an earlier age 
when Jesus shared a meal with His 
disciples in the Upper Room. We 
rejoice that the same Jesus welcomes 
us to the Eucharist now at this altar 
of St Stephen and at the altars of all 
our churches.

The Seven Stories 
That Shape Your 
Life – discover 
your God given 
purpose
By Gerard Kelly, 
Monarch, £9.99
The most basic 
questions everyone 
faces in life are: 
Why am I here? What is my purpose? 
Gerard Kelly presents the stories 
that make up the overall story of God 
in the world. And here we find our 
purpose for each of our individual 
Christian lives. Our purpose is as 
distinctive as our fingerprint and we 
will connect with it when we connect 
with our identity and origin in God. 
God remembers how He made us 
and is committed to the fruitfulness 
and fulfilment of our potential. We 
discover the importance of finding 
our place of service and usefulness, 
knowing that our lives have meaning 
in the purposes of God.

It may be controversial, but it’s where God welcomes us

The controversial altar in St Stephen’s, Walbrook
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 health For urgent medical advice between 6.30pm and 8am, and at weekends, call 1 1 1

Dr Simon Ruffle writes
It’s no secret that an increasingly sedentary lifestyle is 
contributing to general health and fitness issues. For those 
based in an office, sat at a desk or other fixed seated position 
for any length of time, our seated posture, movement and 
habit formed from spending too long in the same position 
can lead to a number of complaints that physiotherapists, 
encounter regularly.
Many common everyday problems are caused by poor 
posture, for example neck pain as result of an inappropriate 
ergonomic set up at your desk and shoulder/neck tightness 
which may be attributed to over-use of a mouse or telephone. 
As soon as someone mentions the word posture, most people 
will subconsciously ‘sit up straight’ or lengthen their spine, 
suddenly aware of rounded shoulders or slumped position. 
How many of you have just sat up reading this?  

However, simply ‘sitting up straight’ rarely alleviates pain 
as, although you appear to improve, you have often used the 
wrong muscles. For long term, permanent, improvement 
you need to re-connect your muscle movement to your 
thought process, re-establishing the correct neuro-muscular 
pathways. These are patterns of signals transmitted to your 
brain when you engage a muscle. The more you repeat a 
pattern of movement, the more your brain recognises the 
signal and adopts the requested muscle position. In situations 
of poor posture the challenge is to re-train your brain to 
adopt the correct postural strategy

To avoid poor posture and help develop correct muscle 
positions while at work you should ensure you have the 
correct ergonomic position for your desk height, computer 
screen and keyboard. Always check the eye-level of your 
computer screen - especially if you are swapping between 
laptops and desktops or using docking stations. You should 
sit with your spine in natural alignment and not bend your 
neck or poke your chin forwards when looking at the screen. 
Always choose a chair that can be adjusted to suit your leg 
length - your feet should be able to sit comfortably flat on the 
ground with your knees at 90 degrees, and consider a wrist 
rest if you are typing on a keyboard for long periods.

Always avoid spending more than 30 minutes at your 
desk without moving from the screen. Get up, walk to the 
water machine or to the printer to avoid establishing a rigid 
pattern for your posture. Never lean in to peer at the screen, 
make the font bigger if necessary, and don’t cross your legs – 
this goes for men and women! By crossing your legs you are 
lengthening and so weakening the muscles around your hips.

If the problem persists consult your physiotherapist.

Are you sitting comfortably?
By Elizabeth Jones, Physiocare‘Doctors may prescribe only when they have adequate 

knowledge of the patient’s health and are satisfied that the 
medicines serve the patient’s needs.’ GMC boss Niall Dickson.

This was in response to an investigation into online GP and 
pharmacy services on the BBC FiveLive (Oct 2016). A reporter, 
posing as a 16 year old girl, got three different antibiotics, three 
days in a row for three different conditions - dental, ear, and 
urinary. The outcome for a real 16 year old could be awful.

The report highlights many issues about online medical 
services. I see the frustration in accessing medical services as the 
NHS comes under greater demand and it may be attractive for 
an online doctor to send a prescription to a nearby pharmacy.  
However, ask a dentist if a GP should prescribe antibiotics. The 
answer is no. GPs aren’t dentists, they have little training and 
antibiotic use for dental pain is normally the wrong thing to do. 
Antibiotics for ear infections are mostly not indicated. Ear pain 
is not always infection and it is difficult for people to distinguish 
middle ear pain from other ear problems. Urinary tract 
infections often need no treatment. Local area microbiology 
teams know which antibiotic resistant strains of bacteria 
are circulating and thus recommend the correct antibiotic if 
indicated for urine infections.

Back to our 16 year old. The same online service gave her the 
antibiotics. This doesn’t suggest that records are kept well. This 
could easily lead to prescribing error and in the case of multiple 
antibiotics other problems. One is clostridium difficile diarrhoea 
which is fatal in some people. A combination of antibiotics may 
allow a multi resistant bacteria to develop. It is estimated that 
10 million people will die due to antibiotic resistance by 2050, 
resistance has just taken a new 16 year old victim. Melodramatic? 

Bacteria outsmart everything we do. A new colony only needs 
one bacteria to develop resistance to antibiotics. When bacteria 
divide to replicate they make mistakes in their DNA. This can 
lead to new bacteria ‘dying’ or achieving a new ability. With 
billions of bacteria in and on us we only have to slip up once. 

As GPs are not paid piecework we do not need to tout for work 
nor do we prescribe to please a consumer so they return to get 
the ‘good’ service that may be inappropriate. A USA colleague 
wrote that if 10 people all wanted antibiotics for a viral infection 
and were all told no he’d have poor ratings and if he gave them 
antibiotics he’d get great ratings. 

Pushing medical services into ‘for profit’ providers may get 
over the access issues to the NHS. It may offer lots of choice and 
be more responsive to the consumer however we will lose some 
of the checks and balances to protect patients from unnecessary 
investigations and treatments. Some may say I am trying to 
maintain a monolithic, monopoly provider of healthcare for my 
own gain. I’m not. Personally I could do very well by not being an 
NHS GP. What I am protecting is my ability to act independently 
in the the best interest of the patient, not a shareholder or CEO. 

The 16 year old presenting to their GP service 3 days in a row 
for 3 different things would receive a comprehensive service 
that is safe and in their best interest. They may not have their 
expectations getting antibiotics fore-filled and they may feel 
that they never want to see that GP again but they will not come 
to harm due to external pressures that may lead a doctor not 
to practice in a personal, independent way. We may preserve 
the future of antibiotic therapy for everyone by removing 
all pressure to use antibiotics that are not clinically relevant.  
Commercial use of antibiotics is wrong. I can only speak on 
human use but if our fictitious 16 year old is an example, in the 
words of Irving Berlin, ‘there may be trouble ahead.’
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 home & garden

Recipe of the month

Did you know that every November Will Aid 
participating solicitors waive their fee for writing a 
basic will and invite their clients to make a donation to 
the Will Aid charity?  

A will tells your loved ones two very important things in 
the event of your death: who should have your money, 
property and possessions; and who will be in charge of 
following the instructions you leave - your executor. 
Without this information, the law decides how your estate 
is passed on – and this may not be your wish!

Since being founded in 1988, Will Aid has enabled 
legal firms to raise over £17 million for the charities: 
ActionAid, Age UK, British Red Cross, Christian Aid, 
NSPCC, Save the Children, Sightsavers, SCIAF (Scotland) 
and Trocaire (N Ireland). At the same time, the campaign 
has encouraged and helped thousands of people to write 
their will. So if you do not have a will and think it is time 
you did, visit http://www.willaid.org.uk

Will this November be the 
time to write your will?

— 575g Bramley apple (3 medium apples), peeled, cored, and
      sliced to 1 cm thick
— 2 tbsp golden caster sugar

For the crumble
— 175g plain flour
— 110g golden caster sugar
— 110g cold butter

Method
— Preheat the oven to 190oC/170oC fan/gas 5. Toss the 
apples with the 2 tbsp sugar and put in a 23cm round 
baking dish at least 5cm deep, or a 20cm square dish. 
Flatten down with your hand to prevent too much 
crumble falling through.
— Put the flour and 110g sugar in a bowl with a good 
pinch of salt, slice in the butter and rub it in with your 
fingertips until the mixture looks like moist breadcrumbs. 
Shake the bowl and if any big bits will come to the surface 
rub them in. Alternatively, pulse in a processor until sandy 
(don’t over-process).
— Pour the crumb mix over the apples to form a pile in 
the centre, then use a fork to even out. Gently press the 
surface with the back of the fork so the crumble holds 
together and goes crisp, then lightly drag the fork over the 
top for a decorative finish. Sprinkle the oats and demerara 
over evenly, if you wish.
— Set on a baking tray and put in the preheated oven for 
35-40 minutes, until the top is golden and the apples feel 
very soft when you insert a small, sharp knife. Leave to 
cool for 10 minutes before serving.

Recipe from http://bbcgoodfood.com

The Best Apple Crumble

— If it’s not frosty, put in new plants or move established 
ones to better positions. It’s still a good time to plant shrubs 
and hedging, the soil is warm enough for root growth.
— Plant the last autumn bulbs, particularly tulips. Put some 
in pots in the garden. You can also plant paperwhite narcissi 
for Christmas. Get them in the soil by mid-November.
— Be ready to protect tender plants from frost with fleece.
— Tidy the garden before it gets too cold. Clear away fallen 
branches and leaves, but leave it a bit untidy for wildlife.
— Roughly dig manure into empty patches of borders. It will 
be broken down by next spring.
— Move pots and containers close to the house to protect 
them and add clay ‘feet’ so they won’t freeze in a puddle of 
ice in the winter.
Supplied by: East Reading Horticultural Society
Membership: email erhs@hotmail.co.uk or http://www.erhs.org.uk 

When Sue Peters was looking for a good apple crumble recipe for the 
social committee to cook for this year’s Harvest Supper she could 
not resist seeing if the claim by the BBC Good Food website was 
true. She tried it and everyone agreed, it is!
Ingredients - serves four

For the topping
—1 tbsp rolled oats
— 1 tbsp demerara sugar

To serve
— Double cream, clotted cream or custard In the garden

When setting off fireworks on Bonfire Night - or any 
other night - please remember the Fireworks Code to 
help keep you, your family and guests safe….

— Only buy fireworks marked BS 7114
— Don’t drink alcohol if you are the one setting off fireworks
— Keep fireworks in a closed box 
— Follow the instructions on each firework
— Light at arm’s length, using a taper
— Stand well back
— Never go near a firework that has been lit - even if it hasn’t
      gone off, it could still explode
— Never put fireworks in your pocket or throw them
— Always supervise children around fireworks
— Light sparklers one at a time and wear gloves
— Never give sparklers to a child under five years old
— Keep pets indoors

Holding a fireworks party?
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Dennis & Christine look forward to welcoming you to…

The Bull Inn, 
Sonning-on-Thames
Berkshire RG4 6UP

0118 969 3901
Great food, award-winning cask ale, service with a 

smile Seven stylish bedrooms

bullinn@fullers.co.uk / www.bullinnsonning.co.uk

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Bull Inn | Sonning on Thames | Berkshire | RG4 6UP 
Email: bullinn@fullers.co.uk | Telephone: 01189 693901 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dennis & Christine 
Mason look forward to 
welcoming you to…  
 

The Bull Inn 
 

Great food, award-
winning cask ale and 

service with smile, 
always. 

 
 

Seven stylish 
bedrooms 

   
Present this advert and 
receive a complimentary 
homemade chocolate 
brownie 
 
www.bullinnsonning.co.uk  

Are you thinking about

homecare?

If you would like to learn
more please call us on

0118 947 6666

advert-1...vis 1_Layout 1  15/09/2011  11:47  Page 1

http://www.gardinersnursing.co.uk/
http://www.physiocare.co.uk
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St Andrew’s Church
— St Andrew’s Sunday Club, Marie Simpkins 0779 521 6492
— Jubilee Hall, Charvil Bookings, Raj 0795 642 3764
— St Andrew’s Bell Ringers, Pam Elliston 969 5967
— Friends of St Andrew’s Church, Wendy Williams 969 6609
Arts & Crafts
— Charvil Art Club, Ken Docking 969 0274
— Sonning Art Group, Sue Bell 969 6924
— Sonning Book Club, Anne Webster 944 0699
— Sonning Flower Club, Sharon Robinson 969 0748
Children & Young People
— Sonning Scouts,  group@sonningscouts.co.uk
       Assistant group scout leader: Mike Watts, agsl@sonningscouts.co.uk
       Scout leader: Mike Moore, scouts@sonningscouts.co.uk
       Cub leader: Joan Farnese, cubs@sonningscouts.co.uk
       Beaver leader: Ali Came, beavers@sonningscouts.co.uk
— Charvil Brownies, Claire Howells 934 5372
— Charvil Caterpillar Club, Rebecca Hedges, Caterpillarclubcharvil@yahoo.com
— Charvil Guides, Ruth Hulley 969 9431
— Chernobyl Children’s Link, Shirley Chard 969 8086
— Sonning & Charvil Baby Sitting Group, Geraldine Hearn  934 1071
— Sonning Baby & Toddler Group, Miranda Aston 966 5352
— Sonning Brownies, Carrie Apps 1stsonningbrownies@gmail.com
— Sonning Guides, Ruth Halley 969 9431
Councillors
— Charvil Parish Council, Miranda Parker 901 7719
— Sonning Parish Council, Lesley Bates 969 7753
— Eye & Dunsden Parish Council, David Woodward 969 3633
Local Borough & County Council Councillors
— Kate Haines - Coronation, 0771 363 7029
— Mike Haines - Sonning & Warren, 967 2879
— Emma Hobbs - Charvil, 934 0528
— Malcolm Leonard - Eye & Dunsden mandeleonard@waitrose.com
Political Associations
— Charvil Branch Conservatives, Emma Hobbs 934 0528
— Sonning & Warren Conservatives, Peter van Went 969 3635
— Sonning Liberal Democrats, Colin Lawley 961 8536
Schools
— Charvil Preschool Playgroup, Sally Richards 932 1273
— Charvil Piggott Primary School, Jeanette Winsor 932 0033                                                                                             
— Sonning CE Primary School, Luke Henderson 969 3399
— Sonning CE Primary School PTA, Karen Crow 0795 247 9476
Social
— Charvil Senior Residents Club, Julie Bennett 934 5059
— Charvil Women’s Club, Shirley Newman 934 0589
— Inner Wheel Club of Reading Maiden Erlegh, Hilary Tindall 969 6926
— Monday Club, Ken Trimmings 969 1072
— Reading East Probus Club, Mike Butler 0778 943 5030
— Rotary Club of Loddon Vale, Richard Ward 966 9348
— Rotary Club of Reading Maiden Erlegh, Janette Crouch 0777 310 4430
— Sonning British Legion, Malcolm Geater 947 1677
— Sonning Club, Chris Way 969 3939
— Sonning Glebe WI (Eve Mtgs), Doreen Moulsley 961 8829
— Sonning RNLI, David Bates 969 7753
— Sonning Twinning Association, Lesley Green 969 6621
Sport
— Badminton, Pat Pardoe 934 5643
— Berkshire County Sports Club, Jill Grindal jillgrindal@hotmail.com
— Charvil Community Tennis, Carl 0744 793 4700
— Reading Sailing Club, enquiries@readingsc.org.uk
— Redingensians RAMS, Jason 0788 128 8900
— Short Mat Bowling, Shirley Newman, 0118 934 0589
— Sonning Cricket Club, Gary Phillips 0750 033 6879
— Sonning Football Club, Tony 956 6536
— Sonning Golf Club, Zoe Westlake, 969 3332  
— Sonning Lawn Tennis Club, Romy 969 5845
— Sonning Sports League Table Tennis Club, Dave Chard 969 8086
— Sonning Table Tennis Club, Robert Moxon 989 4795
Song & Dance
— Bel Canto Chorus, Denise Walker 0797 375 2727
— Charvil Voices, Suzanne Newman 934 0589
— Jewel Tones, Suzanne Newman 934 0589
— Steps ‘n’ Stetsons, Line Dance Group Julie Myers 961 8450
Village Life
— Charvil Village Fete, Clare Tucker 934 9926
— Charvil Village Society, David 932 1173
— Friend’s of Ali’s Pond, Ali Driver 969 2698
— Pearson Hall Bookings, Jenny Adams 969 7692
— Sonning & Sonning Eye Society, Andy Bell 969 6924
— Sonning Beech Lodge Bookings, Tim Pascall 969 6935
— Sonning Charvil & Hurst NAG, Bob Hulley 969 9431
— Sonning Neighbourhood Watch, Jan Fielder 969 3226
— Sonning Village Show, Heather Hine  969 8653

Local organisations Volunteers

1st Sonning Scouts
Scout leaders are required urgently. They will be happy 
to discuss the role with no obligation whatsoever. 
Ian Wheeler 0118 934 2042

Drivers for Age Concern Twford and District
Volunteer drivers with own cars required to take 
elderly residents between their homes and Age 
Concern’s Twyford centre on weekday mornings and 
afternoons. A total of about 1½ hours of your time is 
required. Mileage will be paid.
Gordon Holmes 0118 934 4040 

Charvil Senior Residents Club
Able-bodied volunteer to assist elderley residents 
during their fortnightly Tuesday afternoon meetings 
held in Charvil Village Hall. 0118 934 5059

Charvil Pre-School
Is looking for volunteers to help them fund raise. 
The Pre-school is a charity that relies heavily on 
donations. 
0791 753 6488

Cruse Bereavement Care
Cruse has vacancies for management volunteers to 
help run the service in this area. The management 
committee meet once a month. Call Sara Richards on 
0778 554 3574 

Girlguiding Bulmershe Division
Over 100 girls are waiting to join local guiding 
units but can’t because there are not enough adult 
volunteers. There are many different roles volunteers 
can perform.
http://girlguidingbulmershe.btck.co.uk/AdultVolunteers

St Andrew’s Bell Ringers
Help continue a very English tradition of bell ringing 
by volunteering as a ringer. It’s a gentle, social 
excercise that everyone, young and old, male and 
female, can enjoy. You will be trained by experts, all 
you need is a sense of rhythm! 0118 926 7724

Sunrise Senior Living
If you have a talent to share or a hobby or interest to 
talk about, Sunrise Senior Living is always pleased to 
welcome volunteers to entertain its residents.
Georgina Williams: 0118 944 4300

Twyford Volunteer Drivers
Volunteer drivers needed to help transport the elderly 
and/or sick people to local hospitals and surgeries and 
other medically related appointments. Drivers use 
their own cars. 0118 934 3010

Looking for volunteers? Let us know and we will 
publish your request here for free!

 information — 2
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0118 402 2390
brighthorizons.co.uk

Inglewood

Childcare for children aged 3 months to 5 years

Book your Nursery visit today

Our ‘Outstanding’ nursery and preschool support your family in 

raising happy, conf dent children that are making progress and being 

inspired on their journey of lifelong learning. Come and see our 

wonderful nursery, great outdoor space and onsite swimming pool.

DOULSFORM

Prep School for Boys
4 – 13 years

..........................

..........................

..........................

Please contact us for
more information and
to book a visit.

Moulsford Prep School
Moulsford-on-Thames
Oxon OX10 9HR
Tel: 01491 651438Tel: 01491 651438

pa.registrar@moulsford.com
www.moulsford.com

http://www.brighthorizons.co.uk
http://gipsylane.co.uk
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 children’s page

MAKE AN ADVENT WREATH
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Ministry Team
— The Vicar: Revd Jamie Taylor* 
     The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR 
     revjaft@yahoo.co.uk / 0118 969 3298 
     *Day off Thursday
— Licensed Lay Minister: Bob Peters 
     26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR 
     bob@sonningparish.org.uk / 0118 961 1188

Pastoral Visiting and Prayer Chain
— Mrs Jean Tinson 0118 969 0782
Church Wardens
— Mr Terry Hunt 

twghunt@btopenworld.com / 0118 934 1062
— Mr Perry Mills
      perry@oaktreeoffice.com / 0786 035 5457 
Deputy Wardens
— Mrs Molly Woodley  mollywoodly@live.co.uk / 0118 946 3667
— Mr Mark Jordon  mark.jordan@talktalk.net / 0118 940 1431
— Mrs Sue Peters  mail@susanjpeters.com / 0118 961 1188
Parish Administrator
— Mrs Sonia Boyles 
     standrews.sonning@btinternet.com / 0118 969 2428
Parochial Church Council
— Secretary: Mrs Hilary Rennie 0118 969 6363
— Treasurer: Mr John Scoble 0118 926 5138
Bookings
— St Sarik, Sonning, Mrs Sonia Boyles 0118 969 2428
— Jubilee Hall, Charvil, Raj 0795 642 3764
Director of Music, organist and choirmaster
— Mr Chris Goodwin MA (Cantab), ARCO (CHM), ARCM, LRAM

      music@sonningparish.org.uk
Sacristan
— Mrs Helen Goodwin 0134 462 7697

Parish Website:  sonningparish.org.uk

The Parish Magazine
— Editor: Bob Peters 
     26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR 
     editor@theparishmagazine.co.uk / 0118 961 1188
— Advertising and Distribution: Gordon Nutbrown 
     advertising@theparishmagazine.co.uk/ 0118 969 3282
— Online: theparishmagazine.co.uk

Parish contacts

— The Parish Magazine is produced by St Andrew’s PCC and delivered 
free of charge to every home in Charvil, Sonning and Sonning Eye.
— The Parish Magazine is printed in the United Kingdom by Herald 
Graphics Ltd, Reading RG2 oBZ
— The Parish Magazine is distributed by Abracadabra Leaf let 
Distribution Ltd, Reading RG7 1AW
— The Parish Magazine template was designed in 2012 by Roger 
Swindale rogerswindale@hotmail.co.uk and David Woodward david@
designforprint.org
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BRIDGE HOUSE  
of TwyfORD 

Independent LIvIng • AssIsted LIvIng • nursIng Home

Call 0800 230 0206   
Visit www.bridgehouseoftwyford.co.uk

Because you deserve the very best

Live life to the full in your own home in an outstanding location  
on the banks of the River Loddon in Royal Berkshire.

A choice of beautifully crafted retirement cottages  
and apartments with superb specification and  
high quality fixtures and fittings.  

•	 Framed by open countryside

•	 All the amenities of Twyford a short  
walk away 

•	 Train journeys to London Paddington of  
around 50 minutes 

•	 Wokingham, Windsor, Henley and Marlow  
easily reached by car.

Enjoy exclusive access to our residents’ lounge and  
dining facility where you can just relax or benefit from  
a range of hospitality services. When complete, the  
final phase of development will provide additional 
amenities like our fine dining restaurant, coffee  
shop, fitness suite and swimming pool. 

Safe, secure environment; discreet care, hospitality  
and domestic packages available now or in the  
future to help you live independently.

Contact us today for prices and to arrange a viewing.

http://www.bridgehouseoftwyford.co.uk


40 The Parish Magazine - November 2016 RETURN TO CONTENTS

The French Horn,  
Sonning. Quality.
Wonderful food and wine

www.thefrenchhorn.co.uk 
0118 969 2204

http://www.thefrenchhorn.co.uk
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