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SOLD

Thinking of selling in 2017?
There’s no competition
•  Haslams has sold more houses in Sonning than any other agent*
•  Since January 2014 we have sold 42% of all properties sold in the area*
•  70% of these houses achieved prices of £1m +
•  We have a complete understanding of the market
•  We are proud sponsors of the Sonning Church of England Primary School

Call 0118 960 1000 if you’re thinking of making a move.

*   Based on Land Registry data recording sales since January 2014 of homes above £600,000
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 — 10.30am Family Toy Service
 — 6.30pm Holy Communion

Sunday 11 December
 — 8.00am Holy Communion
 — 10.30am Parish Eucharist 
(Sunday Club in St Sarik)
 — No evening service

Sunday 18 December
 — 8.00am Holy Communion
 — 10.30am Family Communion
 — 6.30pm Nine Lessons & Carols

Christmas Eve
 — 4.00pm Crib Service 
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Christmas Day
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children bring a toy
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EDITORIAL DEADLINE
Editorial deadline for the January 
issue of The Parish Magazine: 
Friday 9 December 12 noon 

FRONT COVER picture
Christmas decorations in St Andrew's 
Church by Tom Farncombe

Weekly and 
monthly services

Baptisms
— 6 November, Benjamin Paul Harris
— 20 November, Harry Hardingham
— 20 November, Sirena Christiana Jeanette Skeats-Holland
— 20 November, William James Webb

Funerals
— 17 October, Joan Stimpson
— 19 October, Grenfell Bailey
— 25 October, Sheila Turner
— 28 October, Simon Shildrick
— 4 November, Trevor Harvie Andrew

 information — 1

Sunday 4 December
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BOOKING NOW BOOKING NOW

F IN D  OUT  MORE millatsonning.com(0118) 969 8000B O X  O F F I C E

DINNER AND A SHOW FROM £45.50!

FREE HOT DRINK WHEN YOU ‘KNIT & NATTER’
Treat yourself to a free hot drink when you bring 

this voucher with you to The Mill at Sonning’s new 
knitting club ‘Knit and Natter’.

 
Present it to our bar staff to redeem
one free hot drink of your choice.

 
Knit and Natter takes place in the Waterwheel Bar 

every Tuesday at 10:30am. We welcome everyone – 
whether you are a beginner or a knitting pro!

 
Entry is £2.50 each which includes wool, knitting 

needles and patterns.

Please note: This voucher can only be redeemed when you join us for Knit and Natter, on any Tuesday of your choice.
It entitles the holder to one drink only and the voucher can only be used once.

http://www.millatsonning.com
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DE A R FR IENDS

There is something a little odd about having to write a Christmas letter on 
the weekend when I have been building an enormous bonfire for fireworks 
night and before we have marked Remembrance Sunday. Such are the editorial 
difficulties of producing this magazine. These days you don’t see many bonfires 
and the major firework displays rarely make any mention of the history of the 
celebration. This is regrettable to my mind as traditions are important and they 
help to give us our national identity. Halloween has just come and gone and 
I have noticed how this 'celebration' has become a very big deal for many, not 
least the shops, when I recall it was not so long ago that it rarely registered in 
our annual calendar. I must admit that I don’t care for Halloween, not because 
I’m a party pooper but simply because I don’t think very many people have 
thought about its very sinister origins. If you want Halloween, just watch the 
news most days of the week. If you want to celebrate the darkness of human 
nature and even spiritual darkness then just read up on the extermination 
of Christians and others across Syria and Iraq. It doesn’t get more gory and 
horrific than that. 

To be fair, I fully appreciate that most parents just don’t think Halloween 
through and the pressure from children to join in with the crowd is difficult to 
resist. Who wants to deny a fun time for our children? I understand all this and 
Caroline and I face it annually, but I also think it would be good if we thought a 
little more about the traditions we are teaching our children. These traditions 
speak of our values as well as our heritage. What on earth do we think we’re 
doing by giving house room to a celebration of darkness and evil? I know some 
will be put out by my words, but really, I feel the question needs to be asked, 
especially of Christian households.

We now prepare for one of the greatest festivals, a celebration of light 
in the darkness, of God’s goodness and His intervention in human history. 
Christ’s birth changed the world forever and faith in Him changes lives to 
this day. Through the centuries, traditions have evolved to celebrate His 
birth and many of them still speak to us of the good news of the angels. It is 
important that we make a stand against anything that seeks to obscure the real 
message of Christmas, whether it be the dreaded 'happy holidays' or 'season’s 
greetings' in cards or the replacement of nativity plays with pantomimes. All 
these modifications, perhaps imperceptible on an individual level, unite to 
undermine the traditions of Christmas and that matters, not just spiritually 
but also in terms of who we are as a Christian nation. 

 Strip away all the clutter of our Christmas traditions, much of which we 
rightly enjoy, and you have one simple question. If the shepherds and wise 
men truly bowed down and worshipped the new born king and if all those who 
followed Him in later life were correct; those who were taught by Him and who 
witnessed Him after the darkness of Calvary and in His resurrected state were 
right in their conviction that He was the Son of God, a belief that led many of 
them to martyrdom, then how should we respond this Christmas? 

For those who either don’t believe a word of it, or who just can’t face 
thinking about it, I simply say, have a great holiday, enjoy family and friends, 
pop a cork and make merry. To those who are open to exploring further I 
say, do all those things, but in addition, come along to church for one of our 
celebrations, listen to the message of the angels; it’s good news from across the 
ages, and it might just be for you. 

To those who have already received the good news from Bethlehem into 
their hearts I simply say ‘O come let us adore Him’. Christmas brings light into 
the darkness of troubled lives and a turbulent world. It speaks to us of a loving 
Heavenly Father who sent His own Son to show us a better way. I can think of 
no better cause for a celebration than that. 

Happy Christmas!
Jamie

RETURN TO CONTENTS
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Design for Print enable 
communication, making 

better brochures, 
newsletters, presentations 
and much more. Whatever 
your print or design needs, 

why not try us! Just call 
Reading 969 3633 or see 

www.designforprint.org  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

TELEPHONE
0118 934 3171
Wed-Fri: 9.30am-5.30pm
Sat: 9.30am-4.00pm

Ladies and Gentlemen’s 
Hairdressing

3 Longfield Parade, Longfield Road
Twyford  RG10 9AN

 

 
KINGFISHER   BATHROOMS

 
 

RG
HEATING & PLUMBING

Family run local company
    for all types of 

domestic and commercial 
heating and plumbing

Oil, Gas and LPG 
Central Heating Installation, 
Boiler Servicing and Repairs

Power Flushing
All aspects of Bathroom 
Installation and Repairs 

Landlords Certificates carried out
Gas Safe Registered

FREE QUOTES
Mobile contact: 0796 772 8697

Landline: 0118 988 5077

For a helpful professional service

FIELDSPHARMACY
Wide range of health advice provided 

including private consultation area

1a LONGFIELD ROAD, TWYFORD RG10 9AN
Telephone: 0118 934 1222

Fax: 0118 932 0372
Email: fields.pharmacy@gmail.com

A Family Run Business

Carpet
Wood  
Vinyl

Karndean

Luxury & Natural Flooring

Free fi tting on carpet orders 
over £150

16 High Street, Goring 01491 454095   
beacon� ooring@aol.co.uk
www.beacon� ooring.co.uk

RETURN TO CONTENTS

http://designforprint.org
http://www.kingfisher-bathrooms.com
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 the parish noticeboard — 1

Candlelit Nine Lessons & Carols

Christmas Services 
at St Andrew’s
Christmas Services 
at St Andrew’s

Candlelit Nine Lessons & Carols

Christmas Eve

Christmas Day

Sunday 18 December at 6.30pm 
followed by drinks and mince pies

Crib Service for all ages at 4pm
Midnight Mass The Birth of Christ at 11.30pm 

Christmas Family Communion at 10.30am
Children invited to bring a toy to show the vicar 

THE CHURCH OF ST ANDREW
Serving Charvil, Sonning & Sonning Eye
www.sonningparish.org.uk

Christmas Eve

Christmas Day

Getting warm again!
NEW HEATING SYSTEM IS FIRED UP FOR WINTER

By the time you read this the chilly church services held 
in late October and early November should be a thing of 
the past. 

As we are going to press the final connections between 
the gas meter and the boiler for the new gas-fired heating 
system are being made. This should mean that hot water 
will be flowing through the pipes and warming the church 
in time for the Remembrance Sunday service. The final 
bill for this huge project is expected to be over £50,000 
and the Friends of St Andrew's Church (FoStAC) will be 
continuing their fund raising efforts to recover from this 
expense — contributions are still very welcome!

Above left: the new boiler installed in the entrance lobby of the               
St Sarik room. Above right: Some of the underground water and control 
pipes linking the boiler with the church. Below: Part of a complex heat 
exchanger and control system installed below ground level in the tower.

For your prayers in December

Services on Christmas and New Year’s Day
Please note that there will be no 8am or 6.30pm services 
on Sunday 25 December and 1 January. This will provide us 
with a rare opportunity to worship together as one church.

Family Toy Service - more details on page 15
We will be collecting new toys for the Reading Family Aid 
appeal on Sunday 4 December at 10.30am. The parish tree 
lights will also be switched on, the large crib blessed and we 
will be having a special visit from St Nicholas himself!

All help will be much appreciated for the …
— Putting up and decorating of the 17ft parish tree - please
      be at church at 9.30am on Friday 2 December.
— Brass cleaning working party on Saturday 3 December at
      9.30am to get the church ready for Christmas. 
— Getting the church ready for the Christmas Fayre, please
      come at 9.30am on Saturday 10 December for an hour.

New administrator and finance coordinator post
At the APCM this year it was announced that, by mutual 
agreement, the self-employed role that Sonia Boyles has 
fulfilled with great distinction for the past 10 years would 
be wound up at some stage in 2017, prior to the opening 
of the new parish office. This office will be staffed five 
mornings a week, as is normal for churches such as ours, 
and a new half time parish administrator, who will also act 
as financial co-ordinator, has been created. This new post 
is being advertised on page 25 and more information is 
available on the St Andrew's Church Sonning website. 
     The finances of our parish are complex and the role of 
honorary treasurer has become too involved and time 
consuming for a volunteer. More and more parishes are 
having to employ someone to deal with finance. Much of 
the work will now be done from the new office, albeit under 
the oversight of a suitably qualified honorary treasurer. 
John Scoble will retire from this role in April 2017.

— The selection of the right person to be parish
      administrator/finance co-ordinator
— Members of the armed forces away from their 
      homes this Christmas
— All who work with the homeless 
— Those who are bereaved

RETURN TO CONTENTS
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• Extensive experience in caring for persons suffering from
strokes, muscular dystrophy, multiple sclerosis, spinal
injuries, motoneuron disease, Parkinson's, Alzheimer's
and dementia as well as providing palliative care.

• All nurses and carers are fully trained,
insured and DBS checked.

Live in Care - Daily Visits - Respite Care

Henley Care Agency
Care in your own home

For more information or to arrange
a home assessment call Izabela
directly on 07849 897 052

Tel. 01491 842915
Email. info@henleycare.co.uk

CQC Registered Provider 1-341050661

RETURN TO CONTENTS

http://henleycare.co.uk
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Volume 3, together with 
the first two volumes, of 'A 
Thames Parish Magazine' will 
be available in St Andrew's 
Church during the Dickensian 
Fayre on Sunday 11 December.

This unique history of our 
parish as seen through the 
pages of The Parish Magazine 
since it was created in Victorian 
times is now available at 
£14.95 per volume. As well as 
at the Fayre, it can be obtained 
from: Chapter One Bookshop, 
Woodley; Brighton’s Newsagents 
in Woodley and Twyford; Pat 
Livesey 0118 961 8017 and at 
Amazon.co.uk.

Proceeds of the books and calendar go to the digital recording and restoration of The Parish Magazine archives

Read 'A Christmas Carol' by Charles 
Dickens and you will discover 
almost a template of the ‘ideal 
Christmas’ which we still hold dear 
today. 

Dickens seems to have selected the 
best of the Christmas celebrations of 
his day, while ignoring some of the 
odd excesses, and packaged them in 
such a way as to give us traditions 
that we could accommodate and 
treasure more than a century later. 

In A Christmas Carol, Christmas is 
a family day, with a family-centred 
feast. In a home decorated with holly 
and candles the characters enjoy a 
roast turkey, followed by Christmas 
pudding. They give their loved 
ones presents. Scrooge even gives 
donations to charity and outside 
there is snow and frost, church bells 
ringing, carol singers and the hope 
for mulled wine. 

In A Christmas Carol there is even 
a Father Christmas in the shape 
of Christmas Present. Only the 
Christmas tree itself came later, 

when Prince Albert imported ‘a 
pretty German toy’ that won the 
heart of the English court, and hence 
the rest of Victorian society.

What better way could there be to 
get into the perfect Dickensian mood 
for Christmas then visiting your 
local Victorian church which will be 
lit with over 100 candles and where 
you can enjoy a glass of hot mulled 
wine while listening to - and joining 

Thank Dickens for Christmas as you know it and get 
into the Dickensian mood at our Dickensian Fayre!

in - the traditional Christmas Carols 
that Charles Dickens loved so much?

This year's Dickensian Christmas 
Fayre is on Sunday 11 December from 
2-4pm when there will be something 
for all the family - including the 
opportunity for children of all ages 
to meet Father Christmas in the 
shape of St Nicholas! There's more 
details about this popular Christmas 
event on the centre pages. 

And don't miss these two great present ideas at the Fayre!
On sale in aid of our digital 
recording and restoration 

project The Parish Magazine 
2017 Calendar features images 
of the parish painted by local 
art groups. When open, the 
calendar measures 42 x 29.7 
cms, costs £8 and includes 
the dates of bank holidays, 

religious festivals and parish 
events  If you have a problem 
getting one contact the editor 

on 0118 961 1188 or editor@
theparishmagazine.co.uk

Some of Tom Farncombe's pictures taken at last year's Christmas Fayre. You can see more of his 
pictures on the centre pages of this issue.

RETURN TO CONTENTS
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A FAMILY BUSINESS  SERVING  
SONNING SINCE 1826

READING 0118 957 3650
HENLEY 01491 413434
CAVERSHAM 0118 9477007
ALSO AT  MAIDENHEAD, BRACKNELL, WOKINGHAM, THATCHAM

BESPOKE PERSONAL FUNERAL SERVICE
FLORAL DESIGN & MONUMENTAL MASONRY
PRE-PAID FUNERALS
LATER LIFE LEGAL SERVICES

WWW.ABWALKER.CO.UK

THE FUNERAL PEOPLE

Golden
Charter
is proud to
support

Hicks MOT & 
Service Centre
We offer a complete, well equipped,  

modern workshop for all your  
vehicle servicing or repair needs

WHILE YOU WAIT 

MOT TEST
AND SERVICE CENTRE

15 Headley Road, Woodley RG5 4JB

Tel: 0118 944 1808

	Private & Commercial Vehicle Repairs
	Air Conditioning Service
	Free Courtesy Car (subject to availability)

Open 7.30am - 
5.30pm (Weekdays)

Hicks  
Joinery Ltd  

Joinery Manufacturers.  
Wood Finishing 

Tel: Reading  
0118 969 0595

The Hicks  
Group

Hicks  
Developments Ltd 

Property Developers  
Tel: Reading 0118 969 0595

Join us for Stay  
and Play toddler  
sessions on the first 
Friday of every month
in term time

Email stayandplay@theabbey.co.uk
to book a place

theabbey.co.uk

Journey
            of discovery

RETURN TO CONTENTS

http://www.abwalker.co.uk
http://theabbey.co.uk
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From 
the 
editor’s 
desk

The persecuted church and how to support it
 the parish noticeboard — 3

By Colin Bailey

A round-up of news items, features, and links: please read for awareness, and 
support through prayer and any further support - financial or otherwise

Iraq/Jordan: Mosul’s Christian refugees 
Two years after ISIS conquered Mosul, some of the city's Christian residents are 
still living as refugees in a church in Amman, Jordan. 'They are trying to wipe out 
all our history,' one said. 'Our grandchildren will always say they are from Mosul.'
http://edition.cnn.com/2016/10/25/middleeast/mosul-iraq-christians-isis/ 
 
Northern Iraq: New school and kitchen for Internally Displaced People (IDP)
In October, Foundation for Relief and Reconciliation in the Middle East helped 
build a school and kitchen in Northern Iraq to educate and feed thousands of IDP. 
The school in Harsham Camp will educate girls who are outside the education 
system. Harsham hosts more than 1,500 IDP Iraqi families, many of whom fled 
Mosul to escape ISIS.  http://frrme.org/new-school-kitchen-idps-northern-iraq/  

Syria: Imbalanced Western media silencing cry of Christians in Aleppo
Western media outlets focussing on rebel-held areas, continue to present a largely 
one-sided picture and the suffering in the streets of the government-held areas 
tends to be overlooked. This includes the Christian quarter where three people were 
killed by a rocket on 16 October and two injured. Christians anticipate further rebel 
attacks. The relative silence of the Western media about the government-held areas 
of Aleppo includes the government’s provision of humanitarian aid to the rebel-
held eastern region, where tons of milk, vegetables, canned food, wheat and bread 
were distributed last month. Rebel groups are preventing people from getting into 
the government-held areas, even attempting to shoot them. 'Unfortunately your 
media is totally silent,' said an Aleppo church leader.  https://barnabasfund.org/news/
Imbalanced-Western-media-silencing-the-cry-of-Christians-in-Aleppo 

UK: Government reluctance to acknowledge attempted 'forced reconversion'
 The UK government’s new hate crime strategy does not mention the violence 
endured by Christians who have converted from Islam, despite Barnabas Fund and 
others raising this issue over many years.  https://barnabasfund.org/news/Editorial-
False-accusations-and-the-blasphemy-bandwagon-stretch-from-Pakistan-to-the-UK    

Algeria: Christian convert from Islam convicted
A three years prison sentence has been given to a 49-year old national for 'offending 
the Prophet (Muhammad)' and 'denigrating the creed and precepts of Islam', 
after making a posting on Facebook. Amnesty International reported that 'his 
conviction stems solely from the peaceful exercise of his right to freedom of 
expression' and that 'blasphemy laws violate the rights to freedom of expression, 
conscience and religion.' https://barnabasfund.org/news/Algerian-convert-loses-appeal-
against-Facebook-blasphemy-conviction 

EU Parliament: Votes to protect Christians in Iraq after ISIS is defeated 
A resolution to protect religious minorities including Christians and Yazidis in Iraq 
following the expected defeat of ISIS has been passed by the European Parliament 
with an overwhelming majority: 488 votes in favour, 11 against, and about 100 
abstentions. Charlie Weimers of the Swedish Christian Democrats told Christian 
Today it was 'now or never' for religious minorities in Iraq.  http://www.christiantoday.
com/article/eu.parliament.votes.to.protect.christians.in.iraq.after.isis.is.defeated/99100.htm

Europe: New report makes no reference to anti-Christian hate crime 
A European Commission against Racism and Intolerance published in October 
has come in for concerned criticism from Barnabas Fund, who describe it as 'an 
example of gross intolerance'.  https://barnabasfund.org/news/European-Commission-on-
Intolerance-tells-UK-media-not-to-name-cause-of-Islamist-violence?audience=GB 

Ukraine: Appeal to support families during harsh winter
The armed conflict in Ukraine is now entering its third year and the bombardment 
continues every day. Homes, churches and businesses are in ruins. In November 
temperatures are expected to fall to -20oC (-4oF). Food, medicine, coal and gas are 
needed urgently to heat homes and the church buildings where many Christians 
are sheltering. Barnabas Fund has committed to provide £170,000 to enable the 
neediest families and individuals to survive the next five months of bitter winter. 
To donate call Barnabas Fund on 0800 587 4006 or https://barnabasfund.org/appeals/
Christians-suffering-in-Ukraines-conflict-will-you-help-them-survive-the-bitter-winter-months 

Talk to anyone older than yourself 
about the passing of time and they 
will tell you that as you grow older 
it passes quicker and quicker. For 
me the last four years have flown 
by and I'm wondering how quickly 
the next four will pass. It was four 
years ago that I became editor of this 
publication when, in December 2012, 
we introduced its new format to the 
the parish by delivering a free copy to 
every home. To me it seems as if this 
all happened only yesterday!

As well as occasionally meeting 
other editors of local church 
magazines, I recently joined the 
Association of Church Editors (ACE), a 
nationwide organisation that provides 
a platform for the exchange of ideas 
and support for all those involved in 
producing magazines such as this. 
Talking with local editors and other 
ACE members it is clear that most 
church magazine editors spend a huge 
amount of time worrying about how 
to finance their publication. Look back 
through the archives of The Parish 
Magazine and you will see things were 
no different for us in the past. But 
today, I'm very pleased to say, that I 
am very fortunate that I don't have 
to worry about this - something my 
wife will tell you is a good thing as 
I have very little interest, and very 
little expertise, in handling financial 
matters! 

I am only able to enjoy this 
worry-free financial life through the 
hard work and publishing business 
expertise of my colleague, Gordon 
Nutbrown, and the support of the 
PCC and our regular advertisers, 
for which I'm ever grateful. Their 
backing means The Parish Magazine 
is financially secure for the 
foreseeable future so, unlike most 
parish magazine editors, this means 
I have the luxury of being able to 
concentrate totally on editing which is 
something that I have enjoyed doing 
ever since I was at school when 'precis-
writing' was strangely my favourite 
subject. How time flies! 

RETURN TO CONTENTS
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Community  
Carers Wanted!

£9.25 per hour weekdays,  
£11 per hour weekends,  

Paid Travel Time, Full or Part-time. 
Come and join our excellent team  

providing practical help and support  
to elderly people in their own homes. 

 n  Full training given, so experience not required
 n  Existing skills and experience valued
 n  Guaranteed work, local area 
 n  Paid travel time
 n  Flexible hours or shifts available

Find out more  
contact Bonny or Wendy on 01491 578758 
or email bonny@bridgeshomecare.co.uk  

visit www.bridgeshomecare.co.uk
An independent company with 18 years  

experience of care in the community

UKHCA Supported by Oxfordshire County Council

Oxfordshire Association
of Care Providers

Coeducational Day & Boarding School 
for pupils aged 11-18 

Luckley House School, Wokingham
T: 0118 978 4175 E: Registrar@luckleyhouseschool.org

OPEN HOUSE - Every Friday, 9.30am

Book online at www.luckleyhouseschool.org

An excellent school underpinned by Christian values

1-2 The Parade
Coppice Road

Woodley
RG5 3RB

Richard Lloyd Funeral Services
Independent Funeral Director

24 Hr Telephone: 0118 969 3033

www.readingfunerals.co.uk
enquiries@readingfunerals.co.uk

Telephone or visit Martin or Richard for free,
no-obligation advice at any time. 

Family-owned, Independent
Funeral Director

and Monumental Mason
serving all areas 
in and around 

Sonning and Charvil
Martin Ward

Funeral Director
Dr Richard Lloyd

Proprietor

• Traditional funerals; also horse-drawn hearses, motor-cycle hearse, 
designer coffins and environmentally friendly funerals, including 
wicker, bamboo and pine coffins, as well as woodland burials.

• Personal attention and no-obligation visits made by us
in the comfort of your own home, or in our office in Woodley.

• Golden Charter and Age UK pre-payment Funeral Plans and advice.

RETURN TO CONTENTS
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500,000

400,000

300,000
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0

590,000

Total Raised 
£485,022

While there's still some construction 
plant and equipment on site the 
building itself is now 'practically 
complete' - this is a recognised 
building term which means that 
the main works, both internal and 
external, are now complete apart 
from some minor snagging items and 
a few finishing touches to add.

As I've mentioned previously, we 
will do whatever we can to liberate 
and to tidy some of the immediate 
surroundings of the church in order to 
accommodate the increased numbers 
of visitors over the festive period. We 
still have some external landscaping to 
complete and in particular the access 
paths but all being well we ought to 
be able to consider a date early in the 
New Year when we can start using our 
new facilities, so watch this space for 
further announcements.

Many of you will have noticed 
that the main access avenue in the 
graveyard is looking muddy and bare. 
This is because the temporary road 
material has now been removed but 
please rest assured the area will be 
levelled and new grass seeds sown to 
restore the area as it was before. Once 
the warmer weather returns and the 
grass grows I'm sure it will not take too 
long to look much tidier.

We've missed the planting season 
this year so we'll be looking to attend 
to this as soon as we can early in 2017. 
The soft landscaping will include a 
yew hedge, a couple of new trees, a 
lawn and some general planting in 
and around the building, all of which 
is a condition of our original planning 
permission.

We've had a lot of disturbance to 
our infrastructure over the past year 
but despite this you have mostly been 
incredibly patient and understanding 

for which I'm extremely grateful. I do 
hope that when we start to use our 
new facilities the inconvenience will 
soon become a distant memory and 
that we will all benefit from and enjoy 
what we've managed to achieve.

On a personal note I must say a 
big thank you to all those people who 

Your new hall is 'practically complete' 
Relax, Mrs Pugh! He's not using incense, 

his new phone has a faulty battery!

The patrons of the parish hall and administration office project get a first hand progress report. 
Left to right are: Revd Jamie Taylor, churchwarden Terry Hunt, the Rt Hon Theresa May, Philip 
May, and churchwarden and building project manager Perry Mills.

From Perry Mills

have offered me their words of comfort 
and support throughout this process, 
they've really helped me to maintain 
my focus and enthusiasm when 
facing and dealing with the various 
challenges along the way. I wish you all 
a very happy Christmas and a healthy 
and prosperous New Year!
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TOMALIN & SON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Monumental Mason

An Independent & Family-Owned Funeral Service
24 Hours Personal Attention / Private Chapel of Rest

Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames

Home users & small businesses in the Wargrave, Henley, 
Twyford, Bray, Cookham, Bisham, Sonning and surrounding areas. 

At your office or home. One-to-One personal tuition, 
Advice, Set-up and Installation. 

PC Health-Check, Tune-Up, Virus & Spyware, Data Recovery, 
Email & Office, Broadband, Wired & Wireless Networks, 

Skype/VOIP & Webcams. 
Microsoft Windows, XP, Vista & Windows 7 Operating Systems. 

No job too small or too large 

Home users & small businesses in the Twyford, Charvil, 
Sonning, Woodley, Wargrave and surrounding areas.
At your office or home. One-to-One personal tuition, 

Advice, Set-up and Installation.
PC Health-Check, Tune-Up, Virus & Spyware, Data Recovery, 

Email & Office, Broadband, Wired & Wireless Networks, 
Skype/VOIP & Webcams.

Microsoft Windows 8, 7 and all earlier versions.
New - Smartphone (e.g. iPhone, Android, Blackberry, 
Windows) and iPad/Tablet advice set up and integration.

CHRIS   the plumber
I offer the same friendly, reliable service as 
always but in addition to general plumbing 
I now offer domestic and commercial gas 
work — boiler repairs, installations, fault 
finding, power flush.

WHITE MARQUEES
For hire

 All proceeds used for funds of 
1st Sonning Scout Group

Suitable for all events, 
parties, fetes etc.
We Deliver, Erect, 

Take Down and Collect!

Suggested donation of only £175
Discount for Registered Charities

Trefor 07789 880072
 Marquee@sonningscouts.co.uk

The F lower Loft
Individually designed Floral Gifts 

for all occasions
Same day local delivery service

Wedding and Event Flowers
Floral Tributes

Sympathy Flowers

             INTERFLORA FLORIST 

The Flower Loft
LADD’s Garden Village

A4 Bath Road, Hare Hatch RG10 9SB

0118 940 3804
www.theflowerloftatladds.co.uk

Serving our local communities for 10 years

Tel:
0149 157 3370

Ask Chris Duvall for a free quote
christheplumber75@gmail.com 
0785 095 6354

Repairs not covered by Homeserve?
Speak to a tradesman, not a salesman!                               
Emergency call out available

3584769

MUCK ‘N’ MULCH

24 hour: 07831 437989  T: 01793 575100  
www.muckandmulch.co.uk

THE LOCAL COMPOST COMPANY
Organic all purpose horse manure compost

Fully composted and milled to a fine crumbly texture
Clean and pleasant to handle – Weed free & pet friendly

10 BAGS MINIMUM DELIVERY
Half Pallet: 35 Bags – Full Pallet: 70 bags

FREE DELIVERY & SPREADING SERVICE AVAILABLE
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http://www.tomalins.co.uk
http://www.kimservices.co.uk
http://www.sonningscouts.co.uk
http://www.theflowerloftatladds.co.uk


The Parish Magazine -December 2016 15

 feature — 1

Help us to help make Christmas a much happier time for 
children and families who are living in poverty in our own 
communities! A small gift of a toy or a game will make a 
huge difference for hundreds of children living in poverty 
in the Reading area and who could wake up on Christmas 
Day without any presents to open. At our Family Service on 
Sunday 4 December we will be collecting toys, games and 
other gifts to pass on to the Reading Family Aid Toys and 
Teens Appeal.

At St Andrew's Church we have been donating toys and gifts 
each year for as long as anyone can remember but this year 
the need is greater than ever. The list below gives the type of 
gifts that will be very welcome.

Reading Family Aid started in the 1970's with a group of 
people helping young mothers at Katesgrove House Adult 
Centre. Over the years it has expanded, both in terms 
of the scope of what it does and in terms of the families 
that it supports. In 1993 it became a charity and is staffed 
entirely by volunteers. It has no premises and is run by a 
small committee to keep overheads to minimum. All money 
raised is spent on helping disadvantaged families in the 
Reading area by providing support that is not covered by 

A small toy makes a huge difference

— New or 'as new' toys and gifts as below - clean and complete!
— Any toys, including battery operated, for children 0-16 years.
— Colouring pens, crayons, paints and pencils
— Colouring books/sketch books
— Play-Doh
— Making and doing items
— Books, including new cloth and thick page toddler books
— Craft items
— Games and jigsaw puzzles
— Cuddly toys
— T-shirts for teenagers
— Hats, gloves and scarves
— Sports equipment
— Sweets & chocolates, particularly chocolate selection boxes. 
— Large tins of biscuits.
— Vouchers for teenagers for Primark, Boots, Smiths, Oracle, 
    ITunes, HMV, Sports Direct, New Look, Accessorize, Claires,
     Barber/hair salon, Steam etc
— Accessories eg. bags, belts, make-up bags, toilet bags and
     jewellery for teenagers
— Toiletries (male and female) and make-up for teenagers
— Tickets/vouchers for cinema, theme parks, theatre, panto etc
— DVDs - excluding those rated 18!
— Money with which we can buy gifts
— New AA batteries

PLEASE NOTE: Reading Family Aid are not able to accept: old, 
dirty, broken or incomplete toys and gifts, electrical items – if it 
has a plug on it, it can't be accepted, re-chargeable items - normal 
battery toys are OK, clothes except T-shirts for older children, audio 
and/or video cassettes, educational books, reading scheme books, 
home schooling books and Ladybird books, baby equipment such 
as bottles, changing mats and cribs, food items except chocolate, 
sweets or tins of biscuits, large items such as bikes, pool tables, 
rocking horses, large push toys.

CHRISTMAS TOYS & GIFTS TO DONATE

the official agencies. Each year they organise a Christmas 
toy appeal to help about 1,500 children. In the summer they 
organise a fun day out for four coach loads of families, and 
when funds permit provide tickets for 100 children to go to 
the pantomime at the Hexagon each January. Recently the 
charity has begun organising additional days out, including 
short breaks for families who have never had a holiday before.

The huge task of receiving, sorting and distributing the 
toys and gifts takes place from 5-8 December at St Luke's 
Church Hall in Earley (pictured above last year). If you would 
like to volunteer to help them call Gill Hegarty on 0118 947 
9617 or email: volunteer@readingfamilyaid.org. 

If you are unable to bring a gift to our family service in
St Andrew's Church Sonning on Sunday 4 December at 
10.30am, there are several drop off points in and around 
Reading - full details at http://www.readingfamilyaid.org

As you enter St Andrew's Church you will see on the right 
the above box - if it's not there it is being emptied and will be 
replaced shortly. The box is used to collect dry and tinned food for 
ReadiFood, Reading's food back run by the Faith Christian Group 
who deliver over 100 emergency food parcels every week to families 
and individuals across the greater Reading area. Christmas time, 
and the coming winter months, make life even more difficult for 
these families, many of whom are homeless. Please help them by 
helping us to fill the box regularly - the church is open from 10am-
4pm seven days-a-week and the box is near the main door!

... and please remember ...
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READING BLUE COAT SCHOOL
An Independent Day School for Boys, with a Co-Educational Sixth Form

YOU 
WON’T 
KNOW 
UNLESS 
YOU TRY 

0118 944 1005 • www.rbcs.org.uk

Drop in for a tour today, or call us on
0118 944 4300 to fi nd out more.

Sunrise of Sonning, Old Bath Road, Sonning, Berkshire RG4 6TQ

sunrise-care.co.uk/sonning

A Brighter Approach
to Senior Living

When it comes to senior care, Sunrise continues to set the standard. 
Our expertly trained staff and the high quality personalised care we 
offer are changing the way people view senior living.

Whether it’s assisted living, nursing or specialist dementia care, 
everything we do is born from a commitment to providing only
the very best care to older people.

ADV_SON_0115_ParishMagazine_01.indd   1 07/01/2015   10:58
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Mothers’ Union has always been a keen advocate of the 
benefits to society of stable family life and marriage 
relationships. Its patron today is Her Majesty the Queen.

Mothers' Union was founded by Mary Sumner who 
lived in the precincts of Winchester Cathedral and where, 
in September, a special service was led by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury and included the Bishop of Reading. Jan 
Hunt, one of several St Andrew's Church members was in 
the congregation, and she 'treasures' the moment when 
the Archbishop went out of his way to exchange the Peace 
with them during the service. 

Following a visit to a refuge for women trafficked into 
prostitution, Mary Sumner and her associates decided there 
was a need to support, rather than vilify women, who were 
forced into prostitution in Victorian times. This led them 
to adopt a Mothers' Union strategy that would advocate 
strong, happy marriages as the solution. Their aim to set an 
example to 'working class women' seems outdated today but 
then reaching outside class for unity and empowerment of 
all women was a very radical approach to helping girls avoid 
dangerous situations. 

Mothers’ Union worked with other organisations having 
similar views to promote marriage and family life as the 
key to changing the culture of the times. In 1903 Mothers’ 
Union pledged itself to resist all attacks on the marriage law 
of England, particularly attempts to widen access to divorce. 
In 1910 it gave evidence to a Royal Commission set up to 
investigate the proposals of Sir Gorrell Barnes who wanted 
to increase access to divorce to help women in abusive 
relationships, particularly working class women who then 
had few rights under the law. The Mothers’ Union’s objective 
was to preserve the theological view of marriage, rather than 
defend sociological change – a position which was to harm 
the public perception of Mothers’ Union for generations as 
the movement became seen as being more 'pro marriage' at 
all costs, rather than its original remit of being 'pro family'. 
Internal tensions and external pressures for change were to 
continue for decades

 Yet Mothers’ Union also sought significant changes in 
marriage that would protect women, especially young girls 
from early marriage: in 1927 they successfully petitioned 
parliament calling for the marriage for boys and girls – then 
set at 14 and 12 respectively – to be raised to 16 years of age. 

Today Mothers’ Union continues to campaign in many 
countries against the practice of early marriage while 
recently members have been called on to voice a Christian 
perspective on issues such as same-sex marriages and to 
uphold the Church’s position that marriage is sacrament 
between one man and one woman. 

On a practical level, members continue to offer loving care 
and support for families in all their diversity. They encourage 
open and fair discussion on issues of marriage and gender 
prejudice and actively speak out against discrimination. 

The protection of children from harmful external 
influences has also long been an important concern. It is 
over a century since members began to examine society's 
influences on children and family life. As early as 1900 
members were discussing the harmful effects of the then 
common-place practice of children being served jugs of 
beer in pubs to take home to the family. In 1913 a special 
committee was appointed to watch all Bills in Parliament 
and consider their effect on women and children. Mothers’ 
Union also began very early on to focus on the effect of 
media: cinema, radio, and television, in particular. In 1916 
a sub-committee considered the influence of cinema and 
worked with the London Public Morality Council to introduce 
censorship of films and to help families make informed 
choices about what their children were taken to see. This 
work celebrated its own centenary this year. 

More recently Mothers’ Union introduced the 'Bye Buy 
Childhood' campaign looking at the commercialisation 
and sexualisation of childhood, including the influences of 
television, computers, video games and external advertising 
on children and the impact on their self-esteem and well-
being. Members continue to hold international governments 
to account on protecting children from these issues and in 
countries where no such laws exist - for example to prevent 
children seeing pornography at a bus-stop in Guyana - are in 
the vanguard of petitioning for a change in attitude.

Today, Mothers’ Union’s greatest call is speaking out for 
gender equality in relationships, communities and cultures 
and how this is reflected in national law and attitude. With 
a voice at the United Nations, Mothers’ Union especially 
raises concern at the way inequality can lead to abuse, even 
violence against women and girls. Over 40 provinces in the 
world actively campaigned against gender-based violence in 
2015, raising awareness in local communities, churches and 
governments. 

In its vision for the future, Mothers’ Union has committed 
to ongoing work to better conditions for family life. More 
members than ever before will be equipped to make a 
response to injustice that is motivated by faith rather 
than moral outrage, and to help transform family life 
through relevant practical action based on the voices of the 
communities in which they live and serve. 

Over a century of campaigning for social justice
This past year Mothers' Union has been celebrating its 140th anniversary and has been reflecting on its many years of 
campaigning for social justice for women and families. Its links with our parish pre-date the formation of the union - the 
first issue of this magazine in January 1869 gave details of the weekly 'Mother's Meetings' that were held in Woodley School. 
By the early 1900's these meetings were held under the auspices of Mothers' Union. This close link with Woodley (although 
not now part of our parish) continues today with several members of St Andrew's Church among the 40 members of 
Mothers' Union in Woodley — and who still meet at 2.30pm on the third Wednesday of the month in the old School building 
next to St John's Church, Woodley.

Members of Woodley's Mothers' Union in Winchester Cathedral
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A.F. Jones
Stonemasons

Limited

Established in 1858

01491 574 644
www.etsheppard.co.uk

36 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames RG9 1AG

0118 9573 537
www.afjones.co.uk

33 Bedford Road, Reading, RG1 7EX

57732 AF Jones Parish Magazine Advert.indd   1 19/11/2014   10:43

Woodley Decor
Painters & Decorators

Established Since 1969

No job too small
All work guaranteed

For a free quotation, contact us on:
0118 969 6828

or visit our website: http://www.woodleydecor.co.uk
 

93 Western Avenue, Woodley, Berkshire RG5 3BL

Physiotherapy
at Twyford and Wargrave 

GP Surgeries
and Castle Royale

Private appointments available 
Registered with all major healthcare providers

Book online at www.fitandable.co.uk 
or call 07720 933 192

For more information  
email info@fitandable.co.uk

F&ASonningParishAdMar16.indd   1 27/02/2016   16:09

Year 7 September 2017 Entry
Entrance and Scholarship Assessment Days

January 2017 (Application Deadline 16 December)

Boarding (flexi, weekly, full) and day school for 
455 pupils, overlooking the River Thames

Boys 11-18 • Girls 16-18 
Academic, sport and arts scholarships available

www.shiplake.org.uk
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Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

Then you might like to discuss the 
possibility of getting married in our 
ancient and beautiful parish church. 

If so, call the vicar, Jamie 
0118 969 3298

He will be pleased to help you!

Planning to marry in 2017?

THE CHURCH OF ST ANDREW SERVING
CHARVIL, SONNING AND SONNING EYE

In addition to the stunning and historic location in Sonning, we will work 
hard to provide you with a memorable and moving occasion. We can 

provide a choir, organ, peal of eight bells, beautiful flowers, over 100 lit 
candles set in our ornate Victorian chandeliers and the use of our beautiful 

churchyard as a backdrop for your photographs. 

During the summer, Loddon district 
rangers ventured to Switzerland 
in celebration of the Girl Guiding 
senior section centenary, writes 
Jasmine Thompson. 
It was the perfect destination, being 
home to a world guiding centre as well 
as an international scout centre. The 
girls had plenty of fun things to do!

They attended Swiss national 
day, and also visited the well-known 
Reichenbach Fall, which many 
dedicated Sherlock Holmes fans will 
know is where he fell to his certain 
death! The girls also had the amazing 
opportunity of riding a rodelbahn, 
a Swiss toboggan ride, which was 
certainly an exciting experience! They 
also managed to visit the Jungfrau 
Joch, the highest reachable mountain 
in Europe, as well as experiencing the 
amazing Swiss culture during their 
stay. Being near a world guiding centre 
also meant the girls could meet with 
others involved in guiding from all 
over the world! 

It was a magical place, perfect 
for ranger Ciera to accept her 
chief guide award, one of the most 
prestigious awards in guiding - a great 
achievement I’m sure you’ll agree. 
Overall, the girls had an unforgettable,  
euphoric experience.

Euphoric guides go up and down Swiss mountains
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CHRISTMAS FAYRE

100 Candles     100 Nativities      Carol Singing      St Nicholas     Hot Punch     Gifts      Books     Calendars       Decorations      Tower Tours       Produce     Cards     Lots More!        

  Adults £2 - Children £1 — All proceeds to the new Parish Hall being built to serve the communities of Charvil, Sonning and Sonning Eye

St Andrew'S ChurCh Sonning from 2 - 4pm on SundAy 11 deCember 

pArking AvAilAble in reAding blue CoAt SChool
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CHRISTMAS FAYRE

100 Candles     100 Nativities      Carol Singing      St Nicholas     Hot Punch     Gifts      Books     Calendars       Decorations      Tower Tours       Produce     Cards     Lots More!        

  Adults £2 - Children £1 — All proceeds to the new Parish Hall being built to serve the communities of Charvil, Sonning and Sonning Eye

SPONSORED BY

St Andrew'S ChurCh Sonning from 2 - 4pm on SundAy 11 deCember 
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Woods Wines
of Henley

0118 9401600

Something for everyone at Sheeplands 
Garden Centre

Farm Shop

Café

Fishmongers

Butcher

Christmas
Shows & Fun

The Parish Magazine - 1 Nov - 31 Dec

 Valid May 2016 

Garden Trends
BBQs and Furniture

Jon Thorner
Butchery

Fish Glorious Fish 
Fishmonger

Compost Range
Multibuy Offers

Offers valid Sept 1 - Oct 30

Enchanted Players
See website for details

SAVE £3
    

Milford Collection

normally 
£5.99 each

2 for £10

London Rd, Hare Hatch, Nr Twyford Reading, RG10 9HW

   Hare Hatch Sheeplands @HHSheeplands      www.harehatchsheeplands.co.uk

Offers valid 1 Nov - 31 Dec

Pot Pourri or
 Scented Cones
(mix & match)

Paul Lamond
Murder 
Mystery

(now only
£9.99)

          

Ashleigh & Burwood
          15% Off

Lamps &
Lamp Sets

(while stocks last)

15% OFF
    

 

Blinds in Sonning from 
The Wargrave Blind Company 

 

Huge choice of Blinds, Shutters & Curtain 
Poles from Top Manufacturers 
Sensible advice – Free Quotes 
Expertly fitted with Full Guarantee 

 
For a home appointment contact us on: 

Tel: 0118 940 1443 Mob: 07910 076521 
www.wargraveblinds.co.uk 

Plumbing & Decorating Service
Complete Project Refurbishment

Repairs to Bathroom Suites, Showers
Toilets, Basins, Radiators and more ...

Full Interior and Exterior Decorating
Reliable, Clean and Efficient

DAVID SHAILES
   0770 860 2442              i.plumber@btinternet.com

www.iplumberuk.com
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Sonning Church of 
England Primary children 
celebrated Harvest this 
year by collecting items for 
Readifood (see page 17).  
During their assembly the 
children thanked God for 
all he provides and even 
learnt from Mr Peters how 
to catch a monkey! 
Children placed a 
wide variety of 
nonperishable 
foods on a Harvest 
table, the contents 
of which was taken 
to the Readifood 
foodbank later in 
the day.

Local children support homeless 
people with their Harvest gifts

PM visits pre-Christmas sale in Sonning

An all day workshop run by Margaret 
Mayer gave Sonning Art Group 
members a second opportunity to 
try silk painting, a task they set 
about with more confidence then 
previously. Many of the local artists 
managed bold and intricate designs 
and some beautiful paintings were 
achieved before Margaret showed 
them the best way to frame the 
resulting pictures - an art in itself. 
With no meeting in December the 
next session will be on 6 January in 
Pearson at 1pm. The group's AGM is 
on 2o January and their first tutorial 
of the New Year will be on 27 January 
when Jenny Halstead makes a return 
visit with Tom a life model - who will  
wear his sports clothes.

Margaret Mayer (left) with Christine Stevens 
who designed a stunning silk picture of yachts 

Art on silk and 
how to frame it

Four years ago, Sonning resident, Meryem Parker decided to raise some extra 
funds for the Oxford-based Helen & Douglas hospice for children and young 
adults by holding a pre-Christmas sale in Pearson Hall. 
Encouraged by the initial warm reception for her first sale she has held one each 
year since. 

This year Meryem's sale not only raised a record £4,922 but also gained support 
from the Prime Minister who was one of many local people who went along to 
support it. Meryem said: 'Thank you to the incredible Sonning community, my 
friends and neighbours and a special thank you to the Rt Hon Theresa May and 
Philip May for attending. I am so very appreciative of their support!' 

Meryem was also grateful for the support she received from her colleagues, Jean 
Hugill and Emmaline OToole from the Helen & Douglas House charity shop in 
Henley.

When Helen House opened over 30 years ago, it was the world's first children's 
hospice. Its aim is help families cope by providing occasional respite in a family 
home. In 2004, it opened the world's first hospice for young people aged 16 or over, 
hence the creation of Douglas House. 

Left to right at the pre-Christmas sale: Philip Parker, Meryem Parker, Theresa May, Jean Hugill 
and Emmaline OToole

Alzheimers bazaar
Sunrise of 
Sonning is 
inviting all 
parishioners 
to visit their 
Christmas 
Bazaar on 
3 December 
to help them 
raise funds 
for the 
Alzheimer's 
Society. Dali 
the balloon 
man will be 
one of many 
attractions 
for children of 
all ages. The 
bazaar will 
be open from 
11am-3.30pm.
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Why 
pay 
high 

street 
prices?
Lowest Prices Guaranteed
View our showroom and extensive selection of 
flooring and designs in your home - we come to you! 
Free no obligation quotation or professional advice.
AMTICO
KARNDEAN
VICTORIA
CORMAR
PENTHOUSE
LOUIS DE POOTERE
ALTERNATIVE FLOORING
KERSAINT COBB
V4 FLOOR WOOD FLOORING

Full range of quality 
flooring products: 
carpets, wood, 
laminate, vinyl
Complete flooring 
solutions for residential 
and commercial 
designs

• 

•

david.banning@fdflooring.com
0125 688 0253        0754 596 7271
www.finedesignflooring.com

The Homestead, Park Lane, Charvil, Reading RG10 9TR
email: sales@thebmgc.com

www.thebmgc.com

call us on 0118 934 5016

For cost effective, locally produced, quality graphics

10% of the value of your first order will be donated to the
new community hall fund when you quote Ref: BMGC-CH

• PVC banners
• Roller banners

• Posters
• Point of sale

• Shop signage
• Window graphics

• Exhibition systems
• Vehicle livery

• Signage for commerce
• Corporate branding

• Bespoke wall coverings
• Graphic design

• Installation services

M A R R Y  H A P P Y

THE GREAT HOUSE, THAMES STREET,  SONNING-ON-THAMES, BERKSHIRE,  RG4 6UT  

0118 9692277  |  WWW.GREATHOUSEATSONNING.CO.UK  |  MARRY@GREATHOUSEATSONNING.CO.UK
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40 Rotarians, partners and friends have enjoyed an excellent three course 
lunch in the Clink Restaurant at HM Prison Brixton.

The visit was organised by the Rotary Club of Reading Maiden Erlegh with 
the aim of combining a social event with support for the Clink Charity which 
provides a training programme for prisoners leading to City & Guilds NVQ 
qualifications in food preparation, food service and customer service. 

Consequently, the visitors enjoyed appetising and tastefully presented 
food, prepared and served by prisoners at the standard you would expect in 
a top class restaurant. The Clink Charity’s aim is to reduce reoffending rates 
of ex-offenders. It works in partnership with Her Majesty’s Prison Service 
to run projects that train and give practical skills to prisoners to aid their 
rehabilitation. Clink restaurants allow prisoners to learn, engage with the 
public and take their first steps towards a new life. The charity also trains 
prisoners in horticulture at other prisons in Surrey and Wales and the produce 
is used in the restaurants.

Paul Cunningham, who organised the event, said, 'We were amazed and 
delighted by the presentation and standard of the delicious food, and the 
friendly service from the waiters.'

A seven week singing course for 
female voices begins on 23 January in 
Charvil Village Hall from 8-9.30pm. 
The course, led by local music teacher 
Suzanne Newman, will include five 
songs from Broadway shows: Memory, 
A new life, Send in the clowns, Lullaby 
of Broadway and Look to the rainbow. 
The music will be arranged for an SSA 
choir. The cost is £35 which includes 
copies of the music to keep. To book 
a place, contact Suzanne on 934 0589 
or suzanneynewman@btinternet.com

Sonning Floral Arrangement Society 
is moving, in January, its venue from 
Pearson Hall to Charvil Village Hall 
in order to overcome the parking 
problems in Sonning. The club meets 
on the second Thursday of each 
month from 2-4pm. New members 
and visitors are always welcome. 

Sonning floral society 
moves to Charvil

Sing into spring! 

Pearson Hall's social committee’s 
Christmas supper extravaganza is 
on Saturday 3 December at 7.30pm. 
A traditional multi-course meal will 
be followed by rounds of joyous carol 
singing, a Christmas themed raffle, 
and all washed down with drinks 
from the pay bar. Call Judy Baldwin 
on 0118 9472730 for tickets, price £15.

Lunchtime recital
Reading Blue Coats School's next 
lunchtime recital is on Wednesday 7 
December 1.30-2pm in the Buttery.
Admission is free; everyone welcome. 
Contact: Reception 0118 944 1005

Christmas supper

Rotary members in clink

theclinkcharity.org/the-clink-restaurants/brixton-london 

Winter drinks
The Sonning & Warren Branch of 
the Conservatives will be holding 
its winter drinks party on Saturday 
14 January from 12-2pm. It will be 
held within the ward. Tickets cost 
£12 from Lesley Barker, The Warren 
Cottage, Warren Road, Woodley RG5 
3AR, 0118 969 8521, alvenalesley@
gmail.com by 7 January. 

The Main Roles for this New Position:
— To staff the new parish office, five mornings a week, acting as the initial 
      focal point for all enquiries to the parish.
— To provide support to the honorary treasurer in managing the day to
      day finances of the parish and the preparation of accounts.
— To coordinate rotas and the parish diary and to prepare news sheets
     and orders of service.
— To provide some secretarial assistance to the vicar and other church
      officers.
— A full profile is available on: http://sonningparish.org.uk/

How to Apply:
Please send a CV and letter of application to:
The Revd Jamie Taylor
The Vicarage, Thames Street, Sonning, RG4 6UR or revjaft@yahoo.co.uk 
The deadline for applications is 18 December 2016
Interviews will be held in the New Year 

Parish Administrator and Finance Co-ordinator

Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

the church of st andrew, SERVING THE 
COMMUNITIES OF CHARVIL, SONNING and sonning eye

2016 Poppy Appeal
The Sonning Branch of the Royal 
British Legion thank all who helped 
the poppy appeal organiser in 
delivering and selling poppies, and 
banking the donations.

Volunteers aren't unpaid because 
they're worthless, they're unpaid 

because they're priceless!
The amount raised will be published 
in the next issue of this magazine.
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Taking Time to Care 

Helping your loved ones to remain in their own homes 
 

Does your loved one need some help each day, 
getting up and dressed, preparing meals or getting 

settled in the evening? 
 

We offer daily visits to homes across Berkshire 
ensuring both you and your loved one are getting 

the support you need. 
 

We never rush, we don’t believe in 10 minute visits 
– we believe in helping your loved ones to feel safe, 

cared for and independent.  
 

Contact us today for a no obligation discussion 
about your needs. 

 
Melanie.Meads@q1care.co.uk 

Tel. 01189 654091 
 

www.q1care.co.uk 
Q1 Care Ltd, 1210 Parkview, Arlington Business Park, Theale, 

Berkshire, RG7 4TY  
 

                                                                                
 

Q1Care Ltd is approved by the Care Quality 
Commission CQC inspected and rated GOOD 

14/9/2016 

Q1Care Ltd 
Mortimer House, 49 Church Street, Theale, Berkshire, RG7 5BX 

info@q1care.co.uk 
0118 932 3865 
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S&SE Society 
The Sonning & Sonning Eye Society's  
next event is on Friday 10 February 
and will be a talk entitled 'Wargrave 
- another Thames-side Village'. Peter 
Delaney from the local History 
Society will present the talk in 
Pearson Hall at 7.30pm.

Trustees of Dunsden village 
hall have been celebrating the 
installation of a new solar panel 
system with a special cake featuring 
the hall’s logo. The solar system was 
paid for in part from local donations, 
including one of £1,000 from 
Sonning Eye residents George and 
Amal Clooney. 

The panels, designed to help 
lower the hall’s electricity costs 
were supplied by TechforEnergy 
who volunteered to work over the 
weekend to avoid inconveniencing 
the hall's regular users.

The halls trustees are also 
working on another ambitious 
programme of improvements for 
the hall. Of their overall target of 
nearly £400,000, they currently 
have to find another £45,000 to 
match funding offered by South 
Oxfordshire District Council. 

Dunsden switch 
to solar power

Dunsden hall trustees (left to right) 
George Englefield, Beth Timms and David 
Woodward

A whole boat bourn Viking Army must have passed through ancient Sonning. 

There has been some speculation in the Henley Standard recently about reports 
of a Viking boat which is rumoured to have been buried in Shiplake and to have 
been seen when workmen digging foundations in the 1970s uncovered it. Not 
wanting the building job to be delayed they are said to have covered it up again. 

Shiplake is a Viking name and the burial of a Viking boat suggests this was 
also the burial place of a very important Viking chief.

In October 2015 James Mather using a metal detector made a very 
important find of Viking Treasure buried in a field near Watlington. This 
hoard, some of which is shown above on the right, is currently on show at the 
Ashmolean Museum in Oxford. It consists of over 200 coins, items of jewellery, 
silver arm ring and silver ingots. It is a significant find and suggests that the 
Viking owners buried it as they were defeated, and in danger from the Anglo 
Saxons led by King Alfred. As they never returned to reclaim their treasure it 
must be assumed that they did not survive. 

The coins date from around 870; some are of Alfred the Great, others are of 
Ceolwulf who was for a time King of Mercia. Some coins are from the continent, 
France, Germany and Italy.

An established Viking settlement in Shiplake and defeated Vikings in 
Watlington suggest the movement of a whole Viking army by boat through 
Sonning; hundreds of Viking Longboats laden with armed men. Presumably 
they lived off the country as they travelled and would have looted stored food 
and any animals owned by the local population. 

This may account for the large number of bones of men, women and children 
found in Sonning some years ago, people who are thought to have died of 
starvation or disease. 

We know little about Vikings in Sonning although one 
of Sonning’s bishops of AD927, the fighting Bishop Odo 
(left) who later became Archbishop of Canterbury, was of 
Viking Danish descent and was disowned by his father as 
a traitor for converting to Christianity and collaborating 
with the Anglo Saxons.

Nowadays we tend to think of the Vikings as fierce 
anti Christian pirates raiding and looting our shores 
but many travelled far inland and settled here, took up 
farming and merged with the local population. Bishop 
Odo is a good example unlike the terrified defeated folk 

who buried their ill-gotten treasure near Watlington for safe keeping but were 
never ever able to return and reclaim it.

Vikings in Sonning
Robert Lobley reviews the latest speculation about some ancient visitors to our parish

Above: Replica Viking boats and (right) some of the Viking hoard found near Watlington
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Want to 
change the 
look of your 
floors?
Look no further.  
Wentworth textiles 
is a residential and 
commercial carpet 
and flooring  

company with a distinguished 
reputation of nearly 50 years. 

We can provide samples of any  
flooring, offer a fitting and installation 
service. We also provide rugs, be they 
hand-tufted or sheepskin and in any size.

For further information, please  
contact www.wentworthtextiles.com 
or call 0118 958 2166 or email  
pa.roper@btinternet.com

Wentworth textiles
The home of your carpet and flooring solutions

 Trustworthy
Cost Effective
High Quality Care

• Fully Managed Live-in Services
• Temporary & Longer-term
 • Four levels of care tailored to 

individual requirements
• From general support to 

complex health care needs

Established 1967

Phone: 01865 791017 • Email: enquiries@oxfordaunts.co.uk • Visit: www.oxfordaunts.co.uk

CANON TREE CARE
EXPERIENCED  QUALIFIED  INSURED

In association with TAKA ISHII  Green Garden Design (Japan)            

OFFICE - MON-FRI 8.45-5.30: 
READING 0845 034 0962
OUT OF OFFICE HOURS: 

MOBILE 0779 931 5661
CTC.Julian@yahoo.co.uk

•	 Pruning,	Felling	&	Planting		
•	 Reductions,	Thinning	&	Dead	Wooding	
•		Dangerous	Trees	Saved	&	Made	Safe
•		Modern	Noninvasive	Cable	Bracing
•		Stump	Grinding	&	Removal
•		Tree	Problem	Diagnosis
•	Japanese	Ornamental		
				Tree	Pruning	 READING

WINDSOR

MAIDENHEAD

BRACKNELL

SONNING
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HM Forces Airmail (BFPO)
28 November — Operational BFPOs
12 December — Static BFPOs

Royal Mail International Airmail
3 December  — Africa, Middle East
7 December — Cyprus, Asia, Far East, Japan, Eastern 
Europe
8 December  — Caribbean, Central & South America
10 December — Greece, Australia, New Zealand
14 December — Czech Republic, Germany, Italy, Poland
15 December — Canada, Finland, Sweden, USA
16 December — Austria, Denmark, Iceland, Netherlands,
               Norway, Portugal, Slovakia, Spain, 
               Switzerland
17 December  — Belgium, France, Ireland, Luxembourg

Royal Mail UK Services
20 December  — 2nd class and 2nd class signed for
21 December — 1st class and 1st class signed for
22 December — Special delivery guaranteed
23 December— Special delivery Saturday guaranteed

Royal Mail Tracked
21 December — Tracked 48
22 December — Tracked 24 

More at http://www.postoffice.co.uk/christmas/last-posting-
dates#kAPIDk6tzPbesHMx.99

Last posting dates for Christmas

We cannot make you immortal
but we can prepare a Will 
to ensure your loved ones 

are cared for.

51a Church Street, Caversham, Reading RG4 8AX
Telephone: 0118 947 8638
eMail: kelly@cavershamsolicitors.co.uk
           priya@cavershamsolicitors.co.uk

Caversham
Solicitors

 around the villages — 4

CHRISTMAS DIARY DATES

Saturday 3 December: Christmas Bazaar in aid of the 
Alzheimer's Society from 11am-3.30pm at Sunrise of 
Sonning

Saturday 3 December: Christmas Fayre in aid of Sonning 
CofE School PTA from 11.30am-2.30pm (see above)

Sunday 4 December: Toy collection, lighting of Christmas 
tree and visit by St Nicholas during 10.30am Family 
Service at St Andrew's Church Sonning in aid of the 
Reading Family Aid Toys and Teens Appeal (see page 15)

Sunday 11 December: Candlelit Dickensian Fayre from 
2-4pm in St Andrew's Church Sonning in aid of the new 
community hall (details on centre pages)

Christmas Day Services: See page 7

Boxing Day Walk: Leaves Charvil Village Hall at 10am, 
free - in aid of your Christmas fitness!

RETURN TO CONTENTS
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Local Trades and Services

POWER CARS OF WOODLEY
Family run business - established 1945

Experienced male & female drivers - Large licensed cars
Reasonably priced local and long distance work undertaken

0118 969 3066  paddypower30@hotmail.com

PORTMAN GARDENS -  DESIGN , CONSTRUCT,  MAINTAIN 
Garden Features, Patios, Ponds, Pergolas, Fencing

Unit 2, 6 Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA
 0118 959 1796 - 0778 577 2263

 martyncollins@portmanpm.com

WATER SOFTENER SALT - FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
25kg Tablet/Granular £9.50 - Harvey Block Salt 2x4kg £6.00

http://salt-deliveries-online.com      sales@salt-deliveries-online.com 
0778 577 2263 -  0118 959 1796

Unit 2, 6 Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA

Please mention The Parish Magazine when contacting our advertisers

FURNESS ACCOUNTING SERVICES 
Experienced Accountant 

Bookkeeping, Incomplete records, Accounts preparation
0118 969 7003 - 0752 681 6741

alanfurness94@btinternet.com

ELECTRIC NICK
Domestic and Commercial Electrical Services 

Qualified, Part P registered, 15 years experience
0758 429 4986  

electricnick@live.com

WANT HELP WITH AN ‘ODD JOB’?
For local odd jobs please call Phil on

0118 944 0000 
0797 950 3908

Thames Street, Sonning

AERIALPHIL.CO.UK
For all your aerial photos, Good for surveying,

also for assessing conditions of roofs, etc
Thames Street, Sonning

0118  944 0000    http://aerialphil.co.uk

STYLE BY JULIE
Hairstylist, Beauty Therapist & Nail Technician

Badgers Rise, Woodley, Reading RG5 3AJ
0118 437 8178      http://www.stylebyjulie.co.uk

Any advice you need just give me a call

WOODLEY GARDENS
Garden care and green waste disposal
Fully insured, Licensed waste carrier

http://www.woodleygardens.co.uk
0118 336 2464

MC CLEANING
We are a family business with excellent references

and we are fully insured
All cleaning materials provided

For free quote call:  Maria 0779 902 7901

CHIROPODY AND PODIATRY
Linda Frewin HCPC member

General foot care and treatment including home visits
25 Ashtrees Road, Woodley RG5 4LP

  0118 969 6978 -  0790 022 4999

COUNSELLING AND PSYCHOTHERAPY
Professionally registered. Confidential.

Initial consultation welcome to assess your needs 
Woolhampton (on A4 between Reading – Newbury) 

Geralyn Collins - 0777 850 9594

SONNING MOWERS
Sales – Service – Repairs
at Ladds Garden Village

Bath Road, Hare Hatch RG10 9SB 
0118 940 6203       http://www.sonningmowers.co.uk

PICTURE FRAMING SERVICES
All your artwork professionally framed

Fine Art Trade Guild Registered Framer 
LODDON FRAMING, The Ridgeway, Woodley 

tony@loddonframing.co.uk   0795 021 7474

CLARK BICKNELL LTD 
Qualified Plumbing and Heating Engineers Gas Safe 

25 years experience - local family run company 
Office: 0118 961 8784  -  Paul: 0776 887 4440

paul@clarkbicknell.co.uk

ACUPUNCTURE — TWYFORD
To find out how acupuncture can help you call 

DENA SMITH  BSc, Lic Ac, MBAcC
Twyford Surgery, Loddon Hall Road, RG10 9JA

0797 134 0871   http://www.denasmithacupuncture.co.uk

JAMES AUTOS
Car Servicing, Repairs and MOT
Mole Road, Sindlesham, RG41 5DJ 

0118 977 0831
james_autos@hotmail.co.uk

BARNSTORE HENLEY
High-Security Self Storage

Large and small units with 24/7 access
Shiplake Farm, Henley-on-Thames RG9 4BX

0118 940 4163   henley@barn-store.co.uk

THAMES CHIMNEY SWEEPS
0779 926 8123           0162 882 8130

enquiries@thameschimneysweeps.co.uk
 http://www.thameschimneysweeps.co.uk
Member of the Guild of Master Sweeps

TO ADVERTISE HERE
classified@theparishmagazine.co.uk

0118 969 3282

MPD MOTOR SERVICES
All Motor Vehicle Repairs and Maintenance

Mill Farmyard, Sonning Eye RG4 6TR
  0779 557 2783

mpdyer@yahoo.co.uk
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 the arts

The art of local photography

Everywhere you go nowadays you 
can see people taking pictures and 
we always welcome seeing high 
resolution copies of them here at      
The Parish Magazine. 

Photographs of life in the parish are 
helping us to provide a vivid record of 
this era for future generations and so 
help to continue one of the important 
reasons for producing this publication. 

Sometimes a photograph stands 
out as not only being a record but as a 
work of art, for example, the beautiful 
riverside scene above taken from the 
garden of The French Horn in Sonning 
by Prof Alistair Driver, a regular 
contributor to this magazine. If you 
ever capture such a remarkable image 
and are happy to share it with our 
readers please send it to us - contact 
details on page 38. Your pictures need 
to be of the highest possible resolution 
to ensure that they can be printed and, 
if they show children, we will need 
written permission from their parent/
guardian in order to publish it. 

Book review
My Journey So Far
By Andrew White, Lion, £8.99

Andrew White who has become 
internationally known as the vicar 
of Baghdad has not let his personal 
suffering deflect him from his 
important ministry of reconciliation. 

Andrew grew up in London, the 
son of strongly religious parents: 
by the age of five years old he could 
repeat the five points of Calvinism. 
As a child and young man he was 
frequently ill, but his considerable 
intelligence meant that his studies 
did not suffer. He became an 
anaesthetist, only to be redirected 
by God to Anglican ministry. Since 
ordination he has had a considerable 
role in the work of reconciliation, 
both between Christian and Jew and 
between Shi'ite and Sunni Muslim. 
Often in danger, and always in pain, 
he has nevertheless been able to 

mediate between opposing extremes. 
A man of God, he is trusted by those 
who trust very few.

RETURN TO CONTENTS
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 health For urgent medical advice between 6.30pm and 8am, and at weekends, call 1 1 1

By Elizabeth Jones, Physiocare

It is probably of no surprise that physio’s are busy over 
the Christmas period. Every year we notice an increase in 
painful necks and backs, and arm and hand pain, during 
December. 

Many of these problems could loosely be described as RSI 
(repetitive strain injuries). Although this term has lost favour 
within the medical profession it does nonetheless accurately 
describe the cause of many of the problems that present to us 
during the holiday periods. If it were not for Christmas many 
people would be happy to take things a little more slowly, rest 
up a bit and let the pain settle down. Unfortunately at this 
time of the year the pressure is on to get everything done. 

Predisposition to RSI is more common during pregnancy 
and the menopause and is slightly more common in women 
than men generally. It is also thought to be more likely if a 
person is experiencing stress and anxiety and many people 
admit that although Christmas is a time that we look forward 
to it is actually one of the most hectic of the year. 

The root of the problem lies in spending sustained periods 
of time on an activity that we are not used to doing and 
therefore have not built up the muscle control and strength to 
maintain. Be it baking mince pies by the bucket load, writing 
a stack of Christmas cards all in one go or wrapping a pile of 
presents, too often in a somewhat awkward hunched posture.

But it's not always work related, for example, Nintendo 
game console related problems in the thumb, hand and wrist 
referred to as 'nintendinitis' is caused by prolonged periods 
of playing. The Wii console was introduced to detect motion 
speed and position and can be beneficial as part of a balanced 
exercise programme however I always add a good dollop of 
warning to restrict playing times to less than 20 minutes. 
Like many of these novelty games they are quite addictive, 
especially when we first acquire them. The first related Wii 
injury was dubbed 'wiitis' was seen in a 29 year old man who 
experienced acute tendinitis of his right shoulder muscle 
having played Wii sports for several hours. 

Physiotherapy solutions will involve a range of treatments 
including ultra sound, manipulation and soft tissue 
mobilisation, while educating the individual on how to 
correct his or her own postural defects is paramount. I also 
explain the cause and advise on 'pacing'. It might sound 
obvious but as there is often no warning that you are going to 
wake the next morning with a problem so it is imperative to 
consciously pace yourself during what seems to be a harmless 
activity. It is recommended that you take a break every 20 
minutes or so, do some simple stretching or mobilising 
exercises, especially for your back and neck. As they say, 
prevention is always better than cure!

Festive aches and pains!
Classical haemophilia (A) is a 
deficiency of Factor VIII in the 
blood and was called the Royal 
Disease due to the Romanov 
family suffering from it. Most 
famously, the descendents of 
Queen Victoria carried the gene 
(females) or males were affected 
with a 50% chance of the disease. 

Seven of Queen Victoria's grandsons and one son, Leopold 
died of haemophilia. Unfortunately, most died due to 
injuries that we would hope to survive, as they bled to death 
being unable to clot their blood.

The history books are wrong, it wasn't haemophilia A 
that the royals had. Descendents of the Romanovs have now 
tested positive to Christmas disease, known as haemophilia 
B and not haemophilia A.

 Christmas disease was discovered by doctors in the UK 
in 1952. A haemophilia patient was visiting from Canada 
and due to problems he required blood tests. They found 
that his factor VIII was normal and he was deficient in 
another protein. This was subsequently isolated and named 
Christmas Factor (now Factor XI) and a report of the 
discovery was made in the Christmas edition of the British 
Medical Journal in 1952. However, the disease was not 
named after the time of year, it was named after the patient, 
whose name was Stephen Christmas.

Stephen required blood transfusions for the rest of his 
life and died in 1993 from AIDS which he developed from 
contracting HIV from infected blood. This was before 
preventive screening of all donated blood was performed.

Haemophilia A and B are both passed on from the 
mother. Girls can only have haemophilia if her affected 
father has a child with a mother carrying the gene. Male 
children have a 50:50 chance. This is because the gene for 
haemophilia is carried on the X chromosome. Males always 
get the mother's X chromosome, girls get one copy from each 
parent; and the gene to produce the clotting factors only 
needs to be expressed once to have normal clotting factors.

Nonaffected people have plenty of the factors in their 
blood which means in an accident or injury, and most 
importantly for surgeons, that our blood will clot if leaving 
the blood stream and the clots can plug some serious holes! 
We do, however, try to stop some people clotting their blood, 
especially patients with Atrial Fibrillation and previous deep 
vein clots or pulmonary embolism. 

The only way haemophilia patients can lead a normal life 
is to have regular transfusions of blood or clotting factors 
only found in human blood. Therefore, a great gift that 
most of us can give this Christmas, or in the New Year as a 
resolution, our blood to the transfusion service. The website 
below will tell you if you can and there is a helpful postcode 
finder telling you where local sessions are held.

So, as Christmas Disease is actually 'the Royal Disease' 
please let me wish you all a 'right Royal Christmas' and a 
happy and healthy New Year!

https://www.blood.co.uk/who-can-give-blood/ 

Dr Simon Ruffle writes
Christmas disease
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 home & garden

Recipe of the month

In the garden
A good winter idea is to plant up containers to stand by the 
front door or on the patio so you can see them from indoors.

Christmas rose or helleborus niger has attractive white cup-
shaped flowers. It could be teamed with the festive bright red 
berries skimmia reevesiana. Add bright red mini cyclamen and 
you have Christmas in a pot! Containers don’t have to be filled 
with flowering plants, they can be planted with a mixture of 
different coloured foliage to be just as attractive, for example, 
euphorbia, heuchera, euonymus and trailing ivy are just a few  
with fantastic foliage or create a planter with a selection of 
herbs, making it easy to add fresh flavours to your meals.
December jobs to do:
— In wind-prone areas, roses can be reduced in height by a 
third. They can be re-pruned in March. Buddleia, clematis, 
wisteria and anything tender can be left until the end of winter 
to avoid frost damage.
— Plant winter-prune fruit. Stone fruit shouldn’t be pruned in 
winter as the sap is being drawn back into the trees.
— Don’t forget the birds over the festive season and leave out 
an unfrozen water supply and high energy food.
East Reading Horticultural Society
Membership: erhs@hotmail.co.uk or http://www.erhs.org.uk 

Above: Christmas Rose
Below: Winter herbs

Imagine a television programme the whole family enjoy, but 
everyone views it differently. You are upstairs watching on a 
portable, your partner is at work watching on a laptop, your 
son, at university, is watching it on his computer live, your 
daughter, who lives at home, is on a train using her mobile 
phone to watch. A neighbour does not have a television and 
listens to highlights on the radio. A typical family scene! 

You are covered if you have a television licence as it 
includes the whole house. If you have let out a part of the 
house on a separate tenancy, the tenant needs a licence. 

Your student son must have his own licence to watch 
or record live programmes on a tv or on an online service, 
download or watch BBC programmes on iPlayer. If he shares 
a house, then one licence is sufficient for the house. 

Your partner needs a separate licence for the office if 
watching live on an office phone, tablet or computer. Staff or 
customers do not need a licence if they watch live tv at the 
business address using their own device, if it is not plugged 
into the mains, and there is a licence at their home address.

Your daughter is covered by your home licence. The 
neighbour does not need a licence to listen to the radio. 

The law changed at the beginning of September. You must 
have a tv licence to download or watch BBC programmes on 
iPlayer – live, catch up or on demand. If you already have a 
licence, you are covered. 

The above is a guide and if in doubt seek advice - for 
example visit the tv licensing website which has some 
very clear and helpful advice and a set of frequently asked 
questions: 

http://www.tvlicensing.co.uk/

Is your Christmas 
television legal?
By David Pickup, a solicitor

Ingredients
— 225g icing sugar, sifted 
— 115g Carnation Condensed Milk 
— Natural peppermint extract, to taste 
— Green food colouring (optional) 
— 55g plain chocolate, melted 

Method
Gradually mix the icing sugar into the condensed milk. 
Add the peppermint extract and knead until smooth. 

If using colouring divide the mixture into two and colour 
one half pale green, knead well. 

Dust a clean surface with icing sugar and roll out 
the mixture to 5mm (¼") thickness. Cut into rounds or 
Christmas shapes with a small cutter and leave in a cool 
place to dry (about 2-3 hours). 

Drizzle the peppermint creams with the melted chocolate 
or dip to coat one half and allow to set. Keep refrigerated in 
an airtight container and use within 3 weeks.

Peppermint Creams for all the Family

This is something even children can make for everyone to 
enjoy at Christmas time — or all the year round!
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The Bull Inn 
Sonning-on-Thames
Berkshire RG4 6UP

0118 969 3901
Great food, award-winning cask ale,                             

service with a smile, seven stylish bedrooms

bullinn@fullers.co.uk / www.bullinnsonning.co.uk

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Bull Inn | Sonning on Thames | Berkshire | RG4 6UP 
Email: bullinn@fullers.co.uk | Telephone: 01189 693901 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dennis & Christine 
Mason look forward to 
welcoming you to…  
 

The Bull Inn 
 

Great food, award-
winning cask ale and 

service with smile, 
always. 

 
 

Seven stylish 
bedrooms 

   
Present this advert and 
receive a complimentary 
homemade chocolate 
brownie 
 
www.bullinnsonning.co.uk  

Are you thinking about

homecare?

If you would like to learn
more please call us on

0118 947 6666

advert-1...vis 1_Layout 1  15/09/2011  11:47  Page 1
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St Andrew’s Church
— St Andrew’s Sunday Club, Marie Simpkins 0779 521 6492
— Jubilee Hall, Charvil Bookings, Raj 0795 642 3764
— St Andrew’s Bell Ringers, Pam Elliston 969 5967
— Friends of St Andrew’s Church, Wendy Williams 969 6609
Arts & Crafts
— Charvil Art Club, Ken Docking 969 0274
— Sonning Art Group, Sue Bell 969 6924
— Sonning Book Club, Anne Webster 944 0699
— Sonning Flower Club, Sharon Robinson 969 0748
Children & Young People
— Sonning Scouts,  group@sonningscouts.co.uk
       Assistant group scout leader: Mike Watts, agsl@sonningscouts.co.uk
       Scout leader: Mike Moore, scouts@sonningscouts.co.uk
       Cub leader: Joan Farnese, cubs@sonningscouts.co.uk
       Beaver leader: Ali Came, beavers@sonningscouts.co.uk
— Charvil Brownies, Claire Howells 934 5372
— Charvil Caterpillar Club, Rebecca Hedges, Caterpillarclubcharvil@yahoo.com
— Charvil Guides, Ruth Hulley 969 9431
— Chernobyl Children’s Link, Shirley Chard 969 8086
— Sonning & Charvil Baby Sitting Group, Geraldine Hearn  934 1071
— Sonning Baby & Toddler Group, Miranda Aston 966 5352
— Sonning Brownies, Carrie Apps 1stsonningbrownies@gmail.com
— Sonning Guides, Ruth Halley 969 9431
Councillors
— Charvil Parish Council, Miranda Parker 901 7719
— Sonning Parish Council, Lesley Bates 969 7753
— Eye & Dunsden Parish Council, David Woodward 969 3633
Local Borough & County Council Councillors
— Kate Haines - Coronation, 0771 363 7029
— Mike Haines - Sonning & Warren, 967 2879
— Emma Hobbs - Charvil, 934 0528
— Malcolm Leonard - Eye & Dunsden mandeleonard@waitrose.com
Political Associations
— Charvil Branch Conservatives, Emma Hobbs 934 0528
— Sonning & Warren Conservatives, Peter van Went 969 3635
— Sonning Liberal Democrats, Colin Lawley 961 8536
Schools
— Charvil Preschool Playgroup, Sally Richards 932 1273
— Charvil Piggott Primary School, Jeanette Winsor 932 0033                                                                                             
— Sonning CE Primary School, Luke Henderson 969 3399
— Sonning CE Primary School PTA, Karen Crow 0795 247 9476
Social
— Charvil Senior Residents Club, Julie Bennett 934 5059
— Charvil Women’s Club, Shirley Newman 934 0589
— Inner Wheel Club of Reading Maiden Erlegh, Hilary Tindall 969 6926
— Monday Club, Ken Trimmings 969 1072
— Reading East Probus Club, Mike Butler 0778 943 5030
— Rotary Club of Loddon Vale, Richard Ward 966 9348
— Rotary Club of Reading Maiden Erlegh, Janette Crouch 0777 310 4430
— Sonning British Legion, Malcolm Geater 947 1677
— Sonning Club, Chris Way 969 3939
— Sonning Glebe WI (Eve Mtgs), Doreen Moulsley 961 8829
— Sonning RNLI, David Bates 969 7753
— Sonning Twinning Association, Lesley Green 969 6621
Sport
— Badminton, Pat Pardoe 934 5643
— Berkshire County Sports Club, Jill Grindal jillgrindal@hotmail.com
— Charvil Community Tennis, Carl 0744 793 4700
— Reading Sailing Club, enquiries@readingsc.org.uk
— Redingensians RAMS, Jason 0788 128 8900
— Short Mat Bowling, Shirley Newman, 0118 934 0589
— Sonning Cricket Club, Gary Phillips 0750 033 6879
— Sonning Football Club, Tony 956 6536
— Sonning Golf Club, Zoe Westlake, 969 3332  
— Sonning Lawn Tennis Club, Romy 969 5845
— Sonning Sports League Table Tennis Club, Dave Chard 969 8086
— Sonning Table Tennis Club, Robert Moxon 989 4795
Song & Dance
— Bel Canto Chorus, Denise Walker 0797 375 2727
— Charvil Voices, Suzanne Newman 934 0589
— Jewel Tones, Suzanne Newman 934 0589
— Steps ‘n’ Stetsons, Line Dance Group Julie Myers 961 8450
Village Life
— Charvil Village Fete, Clare Tucker 934 9926
— Charvil Village Society, David 932 1173
— Friend’s of Ali’s Pond, Ali Driver 969 2698
— Pearson Hall Bookings, Jenny Adams 969 7692
— Sonning & Sonning Eye Society, Andy Bell 969 6924
— Sonning Beech Lodge Bookings, Tim Pascall 969 6935
— Sonning Charvil & Hurst NAG, Bob Hulley 969 9431
— Sonning Neighbourhood Watch, Jan Fielder 969 3226
— Sonning Village Show, Heather Hine  969 8653

Local organisations Volunteers

1st Sonning Scouts
Scout leaders are required urgently. They will be happy 
to discuss the role with no obligation whatsoever. 
Ian Wheeler 0118 934 2042

Drivers for Age Concern Twyford and District
Volunteer drivers with own cars required to take 
elderly residents between their homes and Age 
Concern’s Twyford centre on weekday mornings and 
afternoons. A total of about 1½ hours of your time is 
required. Mileage will be paid.
Gordon Holmes 0118 934 4040 

Charvil Senior Residents Club
Able-bodied volunteer to assist elderly residents 
during their fortnightly Tuesday afternoon meetings 
held in Charvil Village Hall. 0118 934 5059

Charvil Pre-School
Is looking for volunteers to help them fund raise. 
The Pre-school is a charity that relies heavily on 
donations. 
0791 753 6488

Cruse Bereavement Care
Cruse has vacancies for management volunteers to 
help run the service in this area. The management 
committee meet once a month. Call Sara Richards on 
0778 554 3574 

Girl Guiding Bulmershe Division
Over 100 girls are waiting to join local guiding 
units but can’t because there are not enough adult 
volunteers. There are many different roles volunteers 
can perform.
http://girlguidingbulmershe.btck.co.uk/AdultVolunteers

St Andrew’s Bell Ringers
Help continue a very English tradition of bell ringing 
by volunteering as a ringer. It’s a gentle, social 
exercise that everyone, young and old, male and 
female, can enjoy. You will be trained by experts, all 
you need is a sense of rhythm! 0118 926 7724

Sunrise Senior Living
If you have a talent to share or a hobby or interest to 
talk about, Sunrise Senior Living is always pleased to 
welcome volunteers to entertain its residents.
Georgina Williams: 0118 944 4300

Twyford Volunteer Drivers
Volunteer drivers needed to help transport the elderly 
and/or sick people to local hospitals and surgeries and 
other medically related appointments. Drivers use 
their own cars. 0118 934 3010

Looking for volunteers? Let us know and we will 
publish your request here for free!
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0118 402 2390
brighthorizons.co.uk

Inglewood

Childcare for children aged 3 months to 5 years

Book your Nursery visit today

Our ‘Outstanding’ nursery and preschool support your family in 

raising happy, conf dent children that are making progress and being 

inspired on their journey of lifelong learning. Come and see our 

wonderful nursery, great outdoor space and onsite swimming pool.

DOULSFORM

Prep School for Boys
4 – 13 years

..........................

..........................

..........................

Please contact us for
more information and
to book a visit.

Moulsford Prep School
Moulsford-on-Thames
Oxon OX10 9HR
Tel: 01491 651438Tel: 01491 651438

pa.registrar@moulsford.com
www.moulsford.com
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 children’s page

Happy
Christmas!
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Ministry Team
— The Vicar: Revd Jamie Taylor* 
     The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR 
     revjaft@yahoo.co.uk / 0118 969 3298 
     *Day off Thursday
— Licensed Lay Minister: Bob Peters 
     26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR 
     bob@sonningparish.org.uk / 0118 961 1188

Pastoral Visiting and Prayer Chain
— Mrs Jean Tinson 0118 969 0782
Church Wardens
— Mr Terry Hunt 

twghunt@btopenworld.com / 0118 934 1062
— Mr Perry Mills
      perry@oaktreeoffice.com / 0786 035 5457 
Deputy Wardens
— Mrs Molly Woodley  mollywoodly@live.co.uk / 0118 946 3667
— Mr Mark Jordon  mark.jordan@talktalk.net / 0118 940 1431
— Mrs Sue Peters  mail@susanjpeters.com / 0118 961 1188
Parish Administrator
— Mrs Sonia Boyles 
     standrews.sonning@btinternet.com / 0118 969 2428
Parochial Church Council
— Secretary: Mrs Hilary Rennie 0118 969 6363
— Treasurer: Mr John Scoble 0118 926 5138
Bookings
— St Sarik, Sonning, Mrs Sonia Boyles 0118 969 2428
— Jubilee Hall, Charvil, Raj 0795 642 3764
Director of Music, organist and choirmaster
— Mr Chris Goodwin MA (Cantab), ARCO (CHM), ARCM, LRAM

      music@sonningparish.org.uk
Sacristan
— Mrs Helen Goodwin 0134 462 7697

Parish Website:  sonningparish.org.uk

The Parish Magazine
— Editor: Bob Peters 
     26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR 
     editor@theparishmagazine.co.uk / 0118 961 1188
— Advertising and Distribution: Gordon Nutbrown 
     advertising@theparishmagazine.co.uk/ 0118 969 3282
— Online: theparishmagazine.co.uk

Parish contacts

— The Parish Magazine is produced by St Andrew’s PCC and delivered 
free of charge to every home in Charvil, Sonning and Sonning Eye.
— The Parish Magazine is printed in the United Kingdom by Herald 
Graphics Ltd, Reading RG2 oBZ
— The Parish Magazine is distributed by Abracadabra Leaf let 
Distribution Ltd, Reading RG7 1AW
— The Parish Magazine template was designed in 2012 by Roger 
Swindale rogerswindale@hotmail.co.uk and David Woodward david@
designforprint.org
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BRIDGE HOUSE  
of TwyfORD 

Independent LIvIng • AssIsted LIvIng • nursIng Home

Call 0800 230 0206   
Visit www.bridgehouseoftwyford.co.uk

Because you deserve the very best

Live life to the full in your own home in an outstanding location  
on the banks of the River Loddon in Royal Berkshire.

A choice of beautifully crafted retirement cottages  
and apartments with superb specification and  
high quality fixtures and fittings.  

•	 Framed by open countryside

•	 All the amenities of Twyford a short  
walk away 

•	 Train journeys to London Paddington of  
around 50 minutes 

•	 Wokingham, Windsor, Henley and Marlow  
easily reached by car.

Enjoy exclusive access to our residents’ lounge and  
dining facility where you can just relax or benefit from  
a range of hospitality services. When complete, the  
final phase of development will provide additional 
amenities like our fine dining restaurant, coffee  
shop, fitness suite and swimming pool. 

Safe, secure environment; discreet care, hospitality  
and domestic packages available now or in the  
future to help you live independently.

Contact us today for prices and to arrange a viewing.
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The French Horn,  
Sonning. Quality.
Wonderful food and wine

www.thefrenchhorn.co.uk 
0118 969 2204
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