The
Parish
Magazine

The Parish Magazine 1

Serving the communities of Charvil, Sonning & Sonning Eye since 1869

September 2015 Celebrating our longest serving Monarch
t h e ch u rch of s t a n dr e w, SERV I NG T H E
COM M U N I T I E S OF CH A RV I L , SON N I NG a n d son n i ng e y e
Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

2 The Parish Magazine

Buying? It has to be...

SAFOR
LE

Sonning Village – New Home

Pound Lane

£1,350,000

The Olde Bell House is an impressive individually designed
home constructed by Havisham Homes in an enviable position
within Sonning Village in the grounds of the old fire station.
The property has been finished to an exceptionally high
standard with attention to detail and sold with the
benefit of a 10 year NHBC guarantee.

• Sought-after location in idylic Sonning on Thames
• Four double bedrooms, master and guest en-suite
• Impressive kitchen breakfast room with central island
• Gardens designed by award winning Chelsea medallist
• Bespoke American white oak staircase
• Contemporary Villeroy and Boch sanitary ware throughout

Haslams Estate Agents are specialists in the Reading area including Sonning.
Call us if you’re thinking of making a property transaction...

0118 960 1000

sales@haslams.net www.haslams.net
Haslams Estate Agents Ltd, 159 Friar Street,
Reading, Berkshire, RG1 1HE
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EDITORIAL DEADLINE
Editorial deadline for the October
issue is: Tuesday 8 September
at 12 noon
FRONT COVER picture
Her Majesty the Queen’s official
royal portrait. Buckingham Palace.

Services at
St Andrew’s
Sunday 6 September

——8.00am Holy Communion
——10.30am Family Service
——6.30pm Holy Communion
Sunday 13 September
——8.00am Holy Communion
——10.30am Parish Eucharist,
with Sunday Club
——6.30pm Evening Prayer
Sunday 20 September
——8.00am Holy Communion
——10.30am Family Communion
——12.15pm Baptism
——6.30pm Choral Evensong
Sunday 27 September
——8.00am Holy Communion
——10.30am Parish Eucharist
with Sunday Club
——6.30pm Evening Prayer

From the registers Weekly and
monthly services
Baptisms
— 16 August
Alexander James Green

Weddings
— 1 August
— Benjamin Edward Loveday and
Charlotte Louise Bowers
— Perry Martin Mills and 		
Kathleen Elaine Williams
— 7 August
Michael Robert Smith and 		
Sophie Alexandra Presswell
— 15 August
Kearn Lee Faltyn and
Claire Elizabeth Bair
— 22 August
Philip John Austin and 		
Kirsteen Ruth Mendoza
Funerals
— 7 August
Geoffrey Keeble			
(Reading Crematorium)
— 13 August
Gordon Pocock			
(Reading Crematorium)

Every Wednesday
— 8.30am Morning Prayer
— 10.00am Holy Communion
Monthly at Sunrise of Sonning
MONDAY 7 September
— 11.00am Holy Communion

IMPORTANT NOTICE
FOR CONTRIBUTORS
To ensure delivery of the October
issue to all homes in the parish
by the end of September we have
brought forward the editorial
deadline for the October issue by
one day. The revised deadline for
the October issue is Tuesday 8
September at 12 noon. I apologise
for any inconvenience this might
cause - Bob Peters, editor
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Henley Care Agency
Care in your own home
Live in Care - Daily Visits - Respite Care

• Extensive experience in caring for persons suffering from
strokes, muscular dystrophy, multiple sclerosis, spinal
injuries, motoneuron disease, Parkinson's, Alzheimer's
and dementia as well as providing palliative care.
• All nurses and carers are fully trained,
insured and DBS checked.

For more information or to arrange
a home assessment call Izabela
directly on 07849 897 052
Tel. 01491 842915
Email. info@henleycare.co.uk
CQC Registered Provider 1-341050661
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The Vicar’s letter
De a r fr i en ds,
I begin my sponsored slim on 1 September and so I am trying to
prepare myself not just for the discipline needed to succeed but also
for the inevitable running commentary on my waist line from wellwishers as the weeks pass. I have committed to losing 3 stone in 6
months, with the hope to try and keep on with this afterwards, and
I aim to raise money in the process for our hall appeal. Do please
consider sponsoring me, either online or the traditional way using
the forms in church. Of course, it will be a daily battle and my
commitment levels will have to be high. All I can pledge at the
moment is that I will do my best, day by day.
I once heard a sermon that at the time made me wince with
embarrassment but it is interesting that, many years later, I recall it,
when most don’t linger in my mind for long if I’m honest. The preacher
attempted, rather clumsily, to liken the commitment needed for effective weight loss to that needed to be
an effective Christian. It was all the more awkward as he, like me, was a less than exemplary advert for
slimming! The more I think about this though, the more I feel he had a point. How many times on a diet
do we get those little prompts that unhelpfully urge us to go to the fridge/biscuit tin/drinks cabinet or
wherever? However disciplined we may be at the start of the diet, and absolutely pumped up for action,
slowly with a drip, drip effect, the resolve crumbles and we find ourselves making more and more excuses.
I have been involved in churches all my life, and as a priest in six, and have seen, first hand in all of them,
how the distractions of all manner of activities slowly pull people away from living a healthy Christian life,
with commitment and discipline little in evidence. We often don’t even know it is happening at the time,
thinking that we will get the bike out tomorrow or make sure we go to church next week, but sure enough,
the results always leave us missing out on the benefits in the end. We will always be the losers.
As I write about commitment, I am reminded of a very special landmark in the calendar this month. On
9 September, Her Majesty the Queen becomes the longest reigning monarch in the history of this country.
It is good to read on page 13 of this edition some of my predecessors’ thoughts on the various chapters of
her reign, going back to Canon Groves in 1952. There have been six vicars of the parish during the reign,
and the Queen herself has had seven Archbishops of Canterbury and 12 Prime Ministers to deal with. Her
breadth of experience is unparalleled and the devotion to duty, when no doubt some of it became a bit of
a bore some decades ago, is staggering. I was privileged to attend the Maundy service in Oxford in 2012,
presenting our deputy warden, Molly Woodley, as a recipient of the special purse of coins from the Queen.
We sat very close to her and Prince Philip during the service and I remember watching her and thinking
of all the times she had done this before, and there she was, as an elderly lady, with an even more elderly
husband, faithfully turning up and doing her duty, even spending time talking to us both afterwards about
the service. We are blessed indeed as the Queen’s subjects, in being served by such a committed and hard
working Sovereign, and I know I speak for us all in declaring ‘Long live our noble Queen’.
Finally a quick word about the hall appeal and project. All is going well, and we are hopeful of being able
to start building either in October or early spring 2016. We have many grant applications being considered
and other fundraising continues, so all should be in place for a ‘breaking of the ground’ ceremony in
the coming months. The need for these new facilities becomes ever more apparent to those of us in
ministry and leadership at St Andrew’s and it has been good to encounter enthusiasm from members of
the community who are looking forward to being part of all the hall will bring though our outreach. We
will keep you posted, but in the meantime, it is not too late to sponsor the hall in memory of a loved one
or to mark a family celebration. The Parish Magazine 2016 Calendar is available for sale, with stunning
pictures of the Thames, at various locations through the parish, with proceeds going to the appeal. We are
beginning to deliberate on a name for the hall complex so feel free to get in touch with me if you have any
bright ideas.
Warm wishes
Jamie
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KINGFISHER BATHROOMS
Plumbing – Plastering – Tiling
. . . and all associated work
140 Kingfisher Drive, Woodley, Reading RG5 3LQ
0778 897 2921
email: markt@kingfisher-bathrooms.com
www.kingfisher-bathrooms.com
in

TELEPHONE

0118 934 3171
Wed-Fri: 9.30am-5.30pm
Sat: 9.30am-4.00pm

Ladies and Gentlemen’s
Hairdressing
3 Longfield Parade, Longfield Road
Twyford RG10 9AN

Westgate Electrical Services Limited
Domestic, Industrial and Commercial Electricians
TVP Business of the Year 2012 Winner

Established since 1999, Westgate Electrical Services
Limited offers a complete range of electrical
solutions including:
Wiring and re-wiring of properties, both old and new
Installation of lighting, intruder alarms, CCTV, fire alarms &
garden lighting
Periodic inspection & testing, installation of flat screen TV’s
Domestic and Commercial work undertaken
NICEIC and ECA member, Part Pregistered
No job too small and no call-out charges

0118 937 1277
www.westgate-electrical.com

211 London Road, Ruscombe, RG10 9HG
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the parish noticeboard — 1
Organist cover
I want to thank all those who have
assisted me in the last few months
as we have awaited a new director
of music. Both choirs have held
together very well and I thank them
for their support and commitment.
Andrew Bosley has given excellent
service, playing for some weddings
and other services and helping with
choir practices. He has been a good
friend to the parish for quite some
years and it was very reassuring to be
able to call on him at short notice.
My warm thanks also go to Dani
and Roger May for stepping in to
help direct the junior choir.
We have had a variety of organists
visiting us for weddings, including
some very eminent musicians from
London. Indeed, one organist, the
night before his visit, had played the
grand organ in the Royal Albert Hall
at a prom concert.
I am now very much looking
forward to welcoming Chris Goodwin
to St Andrew’s and to hanging up my
organist’s surplice, although, as has
been correctly observed by quite a
number of worshippers, I have rather
enjoyed my time at the console,
something made a great deal easier
by the members of the ministry team
filling in for me with parts of my day
job! Jamie

Confirmation / Refresher in the
basics of the Christian faith
Preparation sessions begin this
month for the Confirmation service
in November. They will be held on
Mondays from 8pm in St Sarik for
adults and on Wednesdays from 5.307pm in Jubilee Hall for young people.
They are open to those who want to
be confirmed or for those who simply
want to spend a little time thinking
about their faith and finding out
more. Jamie will be leading the adult
group and Alison will lead the young
people group. Please get in touch
with Jamie or Alison as soon as
possible if you want to find out more.

THE VICAR’S ‘FIT FOR THE
NEW HALL CHALLENGE’
Two ways to help the vicar
fit in our new hall

— Sponsor him to lose some weight. His target is 3 stones in 6 months
— Get your family and friends to sponsor you to lose some weight
The vicar’s Fit for the New Hall Challenge starts on 1 September 2015 and runs
until 29 February 2016. Now is the time to ‘leap’ into action so there will be
more room in our new community hall!
Please consider sponsoring him either using the forms at the back of church
or online: cafdonate.cafonline.org/donatesteps.aspx?beneficiarycampaignid=3920
He is also inviting others to join him if they feel the need, and spare sponsor
forms and weight validation forms are also available in church or online.

The Bull Inn
Rumours have recently done the
rounds, including in the national
press and even on ITV news that
we as vicar and wardens have sold
the Bull or have at least been asked
to consider this by a resident of the
parish. There is absolutely no truth
in this and no discussions have taken
place with anybody. It is a total ‘non
story’.
What is true is that the Fullers
20 year lease on the property ended
in March this year and we have a
solicitor and chartered surveyor
acting for us in negotiations with
Fullers to grant a new lease and to
agree rental levels.
This is currently the most
responsible course of action open
to us as trustees of the property. In
some newspapers the facts rarely get
in the way of a good story but at least
in The Parish Magazine we can set the
record straight! Jamie, Liz and Mark

For your prayers in September
— Our Queen as she becomes the
longest reigning monarch in our
history
— Sonning CofE School, Charvil
Piggott, Charvil Pre School and
Reading Blue Coat School 		
as they begin new terms
— Chris Goodwin as he begins work
as director of music in the parish
— Age Concern

A Candlelit
Dickensian
Christmas
Fayre
St Andrew’s Parish Church
Sunday 13 December
from 2.00pm

Book the date in your diaries to come
and step back in time for a traditional
Victorian Christmas Fayre hosted in
the oldest building in the parish. A
wide variety of stalls will be selling
all sorts of goodies for Christmas,
with live festive music, St Nicholas’
Sanctuary (or grotto!), tower tours,
and much, much more.
Visiting stall holders are most
welcome and should contact the
parish administrator, Sonia Boyles,
to book a place on 969 2428 or
standrews.sonning@btinternet.com
If you would like to help, especially
if you are up for a bit of Dickensian
fancy dress, please also contact Sonia.
Proceeds will go to the St Andrew’s
Community Hall Appeal.
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PRICE  £369,500  SHARED FREEHOLD
CALL US ON 0118 934 1000 TO ARRANGE A VIEWING


The best place for your property
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New addendum

New Community Hall Fund

500,000

Total so far: £326,408

400,000
300,000
200,000
100,000
0

St Andrew’s
first
to get Church Hall Appeal

Be The Church of St Andrew serving Charvil, Sonning and Sonning Eye
your copy at the The Parish Magazine
CALENDAR 2016
Sonning Show
Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

An updated addendum sheet - to 30
June 2015 - has been inserted into
new copies of St Andrew’s Record
of Burials, Internment of Cremated
Remains and Memorials. If you have
already purchased the booklet and
would like a free update there are
some available on the shelves at the
back of the church.

Enjoy the changing seasons of the year
in your own home, or share them with
your friends and family. The Parish
Magazine 2016 Calendar, featuring
stunning Thames photographs - some
commissioned especially - will be
available for the first time on the
St Andrew’s Church stand at the
Sonning Show. (Show details on centre pages).
One page per month, lists bank holidays and
parish events, open size: 42 x 29.7cms. Price: £8
Proceeds to St Andrew’s Church hall appeal.

Featuring views of the River Thames

FRONT COVER PHOTOGRAPH

Learn about the one
foundation in one day
A day of worship, prayer, and
learning about the evangelical,
liberal, and catholic spiritualities
in today’s Church of England is
being held St James’ Church Centre,
Finchampstead on 26 September.
The event, The Church’s One
Foundation, is being held from
9.30am-4.30pm. It is free but you will
need to take your own packed lunch.
It is being led by Revd Dr Graeme
Fancourt, a vicar from Reading,
who has written and spoken on the
mission and ministry of the church
in the contemporary world. For the
past 15 years he has served in Baptist
and Anglican churches as a youth
worker, lay pastor, and priest.
He said: ‘This will be a hands-on
day to experience, learn about, and
discuss the three streams that make
up the Church of England. We will
look at aspects of conflict, as well
as similarities, between the three
spiritualities, before spending some
time in prayer for the Church.’
If you are interested in attending
please register your interest with
Hazel Berry on 0134 477 2578
sonningdeaneryprojects@googlemail.com

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

JUNE

JULY

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

Bishop supports
new hall fund
The Bishop’s Mission Fund has
awarded the maximum grant of
£5,000 to the new hall appeal.

Many other grant applications are
being processed in addition to the
£50,000 given by Sonning Volunteer
Fire Brigade Trust, £7,000 by Rank
Foundation and £3,000 by Reading
Blue Coat School.
The hall appeal fund committee is
extremely grateful for their support,
which is both encouraging and, of
course, financially very significant.

‘Finally, we’re still waiting for someone
from last week’s parent and toddlers
group to claim this lost property ...’
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The Hicks
Group

Hicks
Developments Ltd
Property Developers
Tel: Reading 0118 969 0595

Hicks
Joinery Ltd

Joinery Manufacturers.
Wood Finishing

Five generations of experience
serving Sonning since 1826 we know we will make a difference
Reading Head Office
Henley Office
Caversham

0118 957 3650
01491 413434
0118 9477007

Other branches: Wokingham, Bracknell, Thatcham

Golden Charter
Funeral Plans

For information about our funeral
and memorial masonry services:

Tel: Reading
0118 969 0595

Hicks MOT &
Service Centre
We offer a complete, well equipped,
modern workshop for all your
vehicle servicing or repair needs

WHILE YOU WAIT

MOT
TEST
AND SERVICE CENTRE
 Private & Commercial Vehicle Repairs
 Air Conditioning Service
 Free Courtesy Car (subject to availability)

Tel: 0118 944 1808
Open 7.30am 5.30pm (Weekdays)

15 Headley Road, Woodley RG5 4JB

Journey
With Friends
Senior School Open Evening
Thursday 24th September 2015
5:30pm-8.30pm
Junior School Open Morning
Friday 2nd October 2015
9.15am-11.00am
The Abbey School
Reading, Berkshire RG1 5DZ

theabbey.co.uk
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The persecuted church and how to support it
Colin Bailey’s latest round-up of short news items, features, and links: please read for awareness,
and support through prayer and any further support - financial or otherwise

Syria: ISIS captures town that is home to thousands of Christians
ISIS has captured Qaryatain, a key Syrian town populated by tens of thousands
of Christians. The superior of the town’s Mar Elian monastery, Fr Jacques
Mourad, was kidnapped by extremists in May along with a lay Christian, Boutros
Hanna Dekermenjian. Before his abduction Fr Mourad had taken in dozens of
families and 100 children who had sought refuge from the fighting. The town
is home to 40,000 people, both Sunni Muslims and Christians. It is near a road
linking the ancient city of Palmyra (65 miles away) to the Qalamoun mountains,
along the border with Lebanon. According to the Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights, ISIS overwhelmed Assad forces after a wave of suicide bombings targeting
army checkpoints. Reports indicate that at least 230 people, including 60 Syrian
Christians, were captured. ISIS has killed members of religious minorities and
Sunni Muslims who do not swear allegiance to its self-declared ‘caliphate’. They
consider Christians as infidels. catholicherald.co.uk/news/2015/08/06/isis-captures-

syrian-town-that-is-home-to-thousands-of-christians — rt.com/news/311824-isis-abductionchristians-homs/ — jpost.com/Middle-East/ISIS-Threat/Islamic-State-abducts-dozens-ofChristians-from-Syrian-town-411457

Pakistan: Christian mother kidnapped and forced to convert to Islam
A young, married Christian mother of three was kidnapped, forcibly converted to
Islam and married to her kidnapper on 23 July in Pakistan’s Punjab province. A
report published by the Movement of Solidarity and Peace in Pakistan last April
said that over 700 Christian girls are kidnapped, raped and forced into marriage
every year in a consistent pattern of injustice. barnabasfund.org/news/Christian-

Pakistani-mother-kidnapped-and-forced-to-convert-to-Islam?audience=GB

Philippines: Christians fear establishment of Islamic sub-state in Mindanao
Fears are mounting that legislation creating a semi-independent Islamic
sub-state on part of Mindanao Island, Philippines, will lead to persecution of
Christians and other non-Muslims. The Philippines have struggled for decades
with an insurgency by Moro (a local word for Muslim) rebel groups, on the
southern island of Mindanao. President Benigno Aquino III proposed the
Bangsamoro Basic Law (BBL) in September 2014 as part of a peace deal with the
rebel groups. Filipino critics are airing concerns that if Bangsamoro were to be
ruled under sharia, non-Muslims would be second-class citizens, with drastically
reduced rights. barnabasfund.org/news/Philippines-Christians-fear-establishment-ofIslamic-sub-state-in-Mindanao

Sudan: Sudanese Pastors Michael Yat and Peter Yen Reith released.
They were accused of crimes against the state, including espionage, ‘offending
Islamic beliefs’, promoting hatred among sects and undermining the
constitutional system. If found guilty, they faced the death penalty or life
imprisonment. The legal team of the pastors, who are all Muslims, worked hard
to defend their clients, and their efforts have been a great encouragement to the
Christian community in Sudan. They feel that these events are leading to greater
unity. The pastors have tried to leave the country but were not allowed to travel,
and were informed of travel bans still in force. Please give thanks to God for their
release, for protection and provision for them and their families and for their
travel ban to be lifted. Also for wisdom for all church leaders in Sudan as they
face increasing pressures. opendoorsuk.org/news/stories/sudan_150805.php?ref=story1
China: Authorities demolish multi-million dollar cathedral-style church
This is the latest church to go under the wrecking ball in a long-running
campaign which reflects the growing concern in Beijing about the rise of the
Christian evangelical movement. This government-sanctioned church is to be
built elsewhere, with compensation of about $161,000 paid for the loss of the
old one. christiantoday.com/article/china.authorities.demolish.huge.multi.million.dollar.

church/55783.htm
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From
the
editor’s
desk
This month, 44 years ago, I sat at an
editor’s desk for the first time. I had
no experience but I had a boss who
believed I could do the job. That’s how
it worked in those days.
Since then I have seen many
amazing social and technological
changes, most of them for the
good. Some I find more difficult to
understand - the creation of a multibillion pound celebrity industry for
one. There have always been highly
talented people who have rightly
earned their popularity and this could
be in sport, politics, science, art, music,
business, the theatre and so on, but are
we in danger of going overboard about
their importance? A prime example
has to be the Daily Mail’s seven page
tribute to Cilla Black - yes she was very
talented, but seven pages?
Also I find it hard to understand
that the term is used for people who
are clearly not talented. They have
achieved celebrity status by what
would have been thought in the past as
socially unacceptable behaviour.
This celebrity culture has also
had a huge impact on the standards
of journalism and advertising, now
almost anything is deemed acceptable.
It seems ‘bad taste’, ‘offensive’ or
‘inaccurate’ are no longer reasons not
to publish. And this is spilling over
into all our everyday lives.
At a meeting of 60 editors of parish
magazines and local publications I was
encouraged by the desire of everyone
to keep their publications free from
‘bad taste’, ‘offence’ and ‘inaccuracy’
even if it is supposedly done in the
name of humour.
It is very easy to be tempted to use
this type of journalism and advertising
in our local publications, especially in
a parish such as ours where several
celebrities - who deserve their celebrity
status - choose to live. We have always
welcomed them and respected their
privacy. Let’s not be led astray by
the nonsense of ‘celebrity’ mania.
Let’s avoid ‘bad taste’, ‘offence’ and
‘inaccuracy’. Let’s love our neighbours
and not abuse them for the sake of a
cheap laugh or a quick buck.
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Coeducational Christian Day & Boarding School for pupils aged 11-18

bridging the gap
enabling independence at home
30 years experience providing care and
supporting families in their own homes

Open Morning
Saturday 10 October 2015

Book online at: www.luckleyhouseschool.org

Scholarships & Bursaries available
Luckley House School, Wokingham
T: 0118 978 4175 E: Registrar@luckleyhouseschool.org

For further information contact:

01491 578 758

Email: bonny@bridgeshomecare.co.uk
Bridges Home Care, Oxford House, Highlands Lane
Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 4PS

Woodley Decor
Painters & Decorators
Established Since 1969

No job too small
All work guaranteed
For a free quotation, contact us on:
0118 969 6828
Or visit our web site: www.woodleydecor.co.uk

Inglewood Day
Nursery and Preschool
Offering ‘Outstanding’ high-quality
childcare for ages 3 months – 5years
Sonning Lane • Sonning • RG4 6ST
email: Inglewood@brighthorizons.com
tel: 01189 448338

www.brighthorizons.co.uk
93 Western Avenue, Woodley, Berkshire. RG5 3BL
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‘Long to reign over us!’

Her Majesty The Queen becomes the longest ever reigning monarch in British history on 9 September 2015, passing
the record set by her great-great-grandmother Queen Victoria. According to Buckingham Palace calculations, Queen
Victoria reigned for 23,226 days, 16 hours and 23 minutes. This takes into account 63 years, 15 leap days, additional
months and days and the precise timings of Queen Victoria’s accession and death. In this tribute to Queen
Elizabeth’s long and faithful reign we include some of the landmarks of her life as recorded in this magazine.
The birth of Prince Charles

November 1948: We express our heartiest
congratulations to their Majesties and
to Princess Elizabeth and her husband
on the birth of our infant Prince,
whom may God preserve, guide and
strengthen with his grace. - Revd Groves

The Silver Jubilee

June 1977: It will start with the village
organisations processing through the
village on a series of floats and other
forms of transport ... The children’s
fancy dress parade will then take place
...We hope everyone will join in and

The Accession to the throne

February 1952: Once more we have
followed a revered and beloved
Sovereign to his grave, sorrowing,
but ‘not as others without hope.’ .... A
true Christian, he has passed to the
Christian’s rest and awaits with humble
confidence the Christian’s great reward
... Nor are we without hope for our
country and ourselves; we are secure in
the knowledge that the same Christian
faith and hope and love inspire our new
Sovereign, the Lady Elizabeth, called
at such an early age to be our Queen;
to her we can with confidence born
of knowledge and experience pledge
our allegiance, as we also offer her our
respectful affection. God Rest the King;
God Save the Queen. - Revd Groves

The Coronation

May 1953: All thoughts look forward to
the Coronation of Her Most Gracious
Majesty, Queen Elizabeth the Second.
Remember these words: ‘I want to ask
you all to pray for me on that day - to
pray that God may give me wisdom
and strength to carry out the solemn
promises I shall be making, and that I
may faithfully serve Him and you all the
days of my life.’
June 1953: The Coronation has come and
gone, leaving behind it the memory of
a most august service, beautifully and
reverently performed. ... One need say
no more ... every item was recorded on
wireless and television so all our people
could take part in the solemnity. For
the future the Church will exercise her
priestly function in offering continuous
prayer on behalf of Queen and
Commonwealth. - Revd Groves

bring a family picnic ... At 1.30pm the
Fete and Sports will start. There will
be about 40 stalls and sideshows and
lots of entertaining sport with hosts of
prizes to win. ... Every street will have a
Tug o’ War team ... grannies well trained
in Space hopping ... youth versed in
Pogo-stick jumping. There will be sport
for all ages ... there will be a Barbecue
Dance at Reading Rugby Club ... Mugs
with the Queen’s head and inscribed
‘Sonning-on-Thames’ will be given to all
Sonning children ... The collection [for
the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Fund] amounted
to £170. - Revd Stokes

The Golden Jubilee

A Prayer for the Queen’s Majesty
Daily prayers are offered for the Queen
by the Church of England. The prayer
below, from the 1662 Book of Common
Prayer, is often used at Evening Prayer in
St Andrew’s Church.
O Lord our heavenly father, high and mighty,
King of kings, Lord of lords, the only Ruler
of princes, who dost from thy throne behold
all dwellers upon earth; Most heartily we
beseech thee with thy favour to behold
our most gracious Sovereign Lady, Queen
Elizabeth; and so replenish her with the grace
of thy Holy Spirit, that she may always incline
to thy will, and walk in thy way: Endue her
plenteously with heavenly gifts; grant her
health and wealth and long to live; strengthen
her that she may vanquish and overcome
all her enemies; and finally, after this life,
she may attain everlasting joy and felicity;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

July 2002: My congratulations and
thanks to all who worked so hard over
the Jubilee weekend, the scarecrows
were a brilliant idea. - Revd Clarke
Our village’s contribution was so diverse
that in the words of one visitor, ‘There
was so much to see and do that we kept
coming back.’ [There was a Regatta, the
first Scarecrow trail, an Elegant Picnic,
open gardens, and a street party] ...
St Andrew’s welcomed many hundreds
of visitors who marvelled at its
architecture ... its abundance of flower
displays and the virtual non-stop organ
recital. - B&E Guthrie
[And in Charvil there was also a Jubilee
Festival of flowers, open gardens and a
memorabilia exhibition, and the Charvil
Village Fete had a Golden Jubilee theme]

The Diamond Jubilee

June 2012: The monarchy, embodied
in 60 years of unflinching service
from our Queen, is still central to our
nation’s life ... In recognition of the
momentous historic occasion ... and
because the building was opened in
the same year as the Queen came the
throne, the building which once served
as St Patrick’s Church will be known
as Jubilee Hall. A fitting and hopefully
long lasting tribute to our wonderful
Queen. - Revd Taylor
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The F lower Loft

Serving our local communities for 10 years

Individually designed Floral Gifts
for all occasions
Same day local delivery service
Wedding and Event Flowers
Floral Tributes
Sympathy Flowers
INTERFLORA FLORIST

The Flower Loft
LADD’s Garden Village
A4 Bath Road, Hare Hatch RG10 9SB

0118 940 3804

www.theflowerloftatladds.co.uk

CHRIS the plumber
I offer a friendly, reliable service from
a dripping tap to installing radiators
and full heating systems
All general plumbing undertaken
Emergency call out available

MUCK ‘N’ MULCH
ORGANIC MANURE COMPOST
We deliver to private gardens, landscapers,
allotments and gardening clubs
FREE DELIVERY

Processed stable manure compost
can be used all year round for feeding and mulching
Spreading service available. Minimum delivery ten bags
Half pallet (35 bags) Full pallet (70 bags)

24 Hours: 07831 437989
Freephone Muck ‘n’ Mulch on 0800 7810137
www.muckandmulch.co.uk
info@muckandmulch.co.uk
in

TOMALIN & SON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Monumental Mason
An Independent & Family-Owned Funeral Service
24 Hours Personal Attention / Private Chapel of Rest
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames

Tel:

01491-573370

WHITE MARQUEES
For hire

Contact Chris Duvall
Free no obligation quote
E: christheplumber75@googlemail.com
M: 0785 095 6354
Tel: 0118 926 4690

Homeusers
users&&small
smallbusinesses
businessesininthe
theWargrave,
Twyford, Charvil,
Home
Henley,
Sonning,
Woodley, Bisham,
Wargrave
and surrounding
areas. areas.
Twyford,
Bray, Cookham,
Sonning
and surrounding
your
officeororhome.
home.One-to-One
One-to-One personal
AtAt
your
office
personaltuition,
tuition,
Advice,Set-up
Set-up and
and Installation.
Installation.
Advice,
PC
Health-Check,
Tune-Up,
Virus
&
Spyware,
Data
Recovery,
PC Health-Check, Tune-Up, Virus & Spyware, Data Recovery,
Email&&Office,
Office,Broadband,
Broadband, Wired
Wired &
& Wireless
Wireless Networks,
Networks,
Email
Skype/VOIP &
& Webcams.
Skype/VOIP
Webcams.
Windows
8, 7&and
all earlier
versions. Systems.
MicrosoftMicrosoft
Windows,
XP, Vista
Windows
7 Operating

New - Smartphone (e.g. iPhone, Android, Blackberry,
Windows) and iPad/Tablet advice set up and integration.
No job too small or too large

All proceeds used for funds of
1st Sonning Scout Group
Suitable for all events,
parties, fetes etc.
We Deliver, Erect,
Take Down and Collect!
Suggested donation of only £175
Discount for Registered Charities

Trefor 07789 880072
Marquee@sonningscouts.co.uk
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Almost 30 years after Chernobyl children still suffer
Your help is needed as much as ever!

April next year will mark the 30 year anniversary of the
world’s worst nuclear plant accident. It changed the lives
of the people of Chernobyl in the Ukraine and, as can be
seen by the picture on the right, the lives of children, as
then unborn, continue to be affected. Some experts say the
region will not be safe from the radiation for 300 years.
The Chernobyl Children’s Lifeline is asking for people in our
parish to help ease the childrens’ suffering.
The Thames Valley Link of the
Chernobyl Children’s Lifeline originally the Sonning Link - has
been operating since 1998. They
arrange for children from Chernobyl
to come to stay in our parish for four
weeks at a time to help them boost
their immune systems.
It is hoped that the next visit can
be arranged in April next year to
coincide with the 30th anniversary of
the accident and they are appealing
for hosts.
Experience has shown that ideally
the children are hosted in pairs as
this reduces feelings of isolation. It
can be for two or four week periods.
While here, a programme of
events is organised to take the
children out and about during the
daytime.
In 2014 12 children were able
to visit the parish, more hosts and
helpers will enable more children to
be helped.
The Chernobyl Children’s Lifeline
raises the funds to pay for the flights
and all the other costs for anything
we do with the children.
Lifeline tries to keep costs to
a minimum by seeking donated
tickets, sponsored events or by
arranging free events such as a picnic
in the park. They also use volunteer
drivers.
Every adult involved with the
visit is required to be checked by
the Disclosure and Barring Service
(DBS), previously known as CRB.
If you would like to help - there
are some ideas above right - or know
someone who might, please contact
Shirley Chard on:
Shirleychard@hotmail.com
0118 969 8086

Some of the children who visited the parish last year

Chernobyl Children’s Life Line
is a registered charity

SOME WAYS THAT YOU COULD HELP
— serve as a committee member

— help arrange activities for the children

— host the children in your home

— help hosts while the children are here

— arrange fund raising events

— publicise the charity

— collect items for the children such as: colouring pens, torches, good quality clothes

Planning a wedding?

Then you might like to discuss the
possibility of getting married in our
ancient and beautiful parish church.
If so, call the vicar, Jamie
0118 969 3298
He will be pleased to help you!

In addition to the stunning and historic location in Sonning, we will work
hard to provide you with a memorable and moving occasion. We can
provide a choir, organ, peal of eight bells, beautiful flowers, over 100 lit
candles set in our ornate Victorian chandeliers and the use of our beautiful
churchyard as a backdrop for your photographs.
THE CHURCH OF ST ANDREW SERVING
CHARVIL, SONNING AND SONNING EYE
Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye
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READING
BLUE COAT SCHOOL
An Independent Day School for Boys, with a Co-Educational Sixth Form

Join the adventure!

Open
Morning
Saturday
3 October

JH
Home based beauty therapist since 1996
email | janette@janettehammond.co.uk
tel | 07917 818283

Tours
start
between
9:30am
and
11:00am
Please register online: www.rbcs.org.uk

A Brighter Approach
to Senior Living
When it comes to senior care, Sunrise continues to set the standard.
Our expertly trained staff and the high quality personalised care we
offer are changing the way people view senior living.
Whether it’s assisted living, nursing or specialist dementia care,
everything we do is born from a commitment to providing only
the very best care to older people.

Drop in for a tour today, or call us on
0118 944 4300 to find out more.
Sunrise of Sonning, Old Bath Road, Sonning, Berkshire RG4 6TQ

sunrise-care.co.uk/sonning
ADV_SON_0115_ParishMagazine_01.indd 1

07/01/2015 10:58
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Charvil Village Fete raises over £3,000 for local groups

Local clubs, societies and organisations, together with the organising committee, raised over £3,000 at this year’s
Charvil Village Fete. The circus theme proved to be a great success with plenty of ‘clowning around’, sideshows and
challenges. The money raised by the organising committee is distributed to local groups and projects. Our picture
(centre top) shows the new Charvil beaver group receiving a cheque from the organisers for £200 from last year’s
efforts. Some of this year’s funds will be donated for a project at Twyford Library.

Public progress meeting about
Archives and
raising flood-prone Playhatch road guided walks
After flooding in January 2014 caused the hugely disruptive closure of the
B481 Playhatch Road in Sonning Eye, Eye & Dunsden Parish Council has
invited the public to hear a senior Oxfordshire official talk about the progress
of their plans to raise the road.
The meeting will be on Tuesday 15 September in Dunsden Village Hall at 7.45pm
when David Bullock, highways & transport asset manager, Oxfordshire County
Council will talk about the current road-raising proposals following the failure
of a bid for central government funding. After the talk and a public question
time with David Bullock the regular parish council meeting will be held.

Fire brigade has money to burn

Sonning Volunteer Fire Brigade Trust is inviting clubs, societies and groups
in Sonning to relieve them of some of their funds.
Under terms agreed with the Charity
land. They meet twice a year in June
Commission when the Trust was
and December. Since 1952 the Trust
formed in 1952, the trustees are
has donated over £130,000.
entitled to distribute its income ‘for
Recent beneficiaries include
any public puposes for the benefit of
St Andrew’s Church, Sonning CoE
inhabitants of the Parish of Sonning
School, Pearson Hall, The Robert
and not provided out of rates or other
Palmer Almshouses, Sonning Cricket
public funds.’ It is important to note
Club and the residents of Little
that this refers to the civic parish of
Glebe.
Sonning, not the parochial parish.
Contact John Russell, 969 6057,
Currently there are four trustees
if you believe your club, society
who distribute the annual dividends
or group qualifies for a donation
from the sale of the fire station and
towards a particular project.

‘Ancestors and Archives - uncovering
our past’ is the title of Sonning and
Sonning Eye Society’s autumn talk in
Pearson Hall on Friday 2 October.
Gillian Stevens and Chad Hanna are
senior members of the Berkshire
Family History Society and with the
help of illustrations from local records
they will guide members and guests
through the data, bringing history
back to life.
The evening starts at 7.30pm for
7.45pm with a welcoming drink.
Tickets, £4 (£5 for guests), from Penny
Feathers on 934 3193.
In the meantime, there is a free
walk around Sonning during the
Heritage open days weekend.
Guided walks will be held on
Thursday 10 September, Friday 11
September and Sunday 13 September
starting in St Andrew’s Churchyard
near The Bull Inn at 2pm. Each walk
lasts about 2 hours and booking is
essential. More from Diana Coulter
diana.coulter@mac.com or 969 2132.
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www.etsheppard.co.uk
01491 574 644
36 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames RG9 1AG

INCLUSIVE • INDIVIDUAL • INSPIRATIONAL
Independent HMC boarding and day school for 430
pupils, situated in an inspirational 45 acre riverside site
Established in 1858

Boys 11-18 • Girls 16-18

A.F. Jones
Stonemasons
Limited

Academic, sport and arts scholarships available
A full ISI inspection judged Shiplake College as
EXCELLENT across every inspection category

Upcoming Open Mornings
Saturday 3 October (Whole School)
Saturday 10 October (Sixth Form)

www.shiplake.org.uk/opendays

www.afjones.co.uk
0118 9573 537
33 Bedford Road, Reading, RG1 7EX

57732 AF Jones Parish Magazine Advert.indd 1

19/11/2014 10:43

CANON TREE CARE
EXPERIENCED QUALIFIED INSURED

• Pruning, Felling & Planting
• Reductions, Thinning & Dead Wooding
• Dangerous Trees Saved & Made Safe
• Modern Noninvasive Cable Bracing
• Stump Grinding & Removal
MAIDENHEAD
• Tree Problem Diagnosis
SONNING
WINDSOR
• Japanese Ornamental
READING BRACKNELL
Tree Pruning
OFFICE - MON-FRI 8.45-5.30:

READING

0845 034 0962

OUT OF OFFICE HOURS:

MOBILE

0779 931 5661

CTC.Julian@yahoo.co.uk

In association with TAKA ISHII Green Garden Design (Japan)
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Young writer wins district contest
Last month, Anne Coulson wrote in The Parish Magazine about the various
national Rotary competitions for young people that she organises. This
year’s local winner of one of these competitions for young writers, Parveen
Palmar, went on to win the junior competition for Rotary District 1090,
which includes 60 Rotary clubs in Berkshire, Oxfordshire, and parts of
Buckinghamshire and Middlesex.
Parveen, who was in her final term at Loddon Primary School, received the
district trophy from Anne during a recent school assembly. Anne, who has just
become the first female president of the Lodden Vale Rotary Club, said:
‘This year’s task was a taxing one, especially for entrants of primary school
age, but Parveen tackled it with energy and style. Rotary’s 2014/15 watchword
was Light up the Community, and the task was to write about a scheme,
imaginary or real, that did just that and improved life for everyone in the area.
Parveen’s inventive and lively piece was chosen by the judges as an appropriate
response to the task and a good read as well.’
To mark Parveen’s achievement, we publish her winning story below.
Loddon Vale Rotary Club meets at 12.15pm on the last Monday of the month at Sonning Golf
Club. Full details at loddonvalerotary.com or email them at: loddonvalerotary@gmail.com

Your last call for
FoStAC party
You are invited to join the Friends
of St Andrew’s Church (FoStAC)
for a garden party on 31 August,
3-5.30pm.
Tickets are £10 and include glass
of bubbly, a cream tea and a year’s
membership of FoStAC.
The garden party is being held
at 8 West Drive, Sonning by kind
permission of Allan and Wendy
Williams.
Tickets from Keith Nichols 969
4628 or Wendy Williams 969 6609.

Charvil seniors
Having enjoyed a Magna Carta
lunch cruise from Runnymede,
Charvil Senior Residents’ members
are looking forward to a September
outing and taking part in a table
top sale - more details on page 23.
At the sale, the group are running
a Tombola and will be selling craft
and food items. The next meetings in
Charvil Village Hall are Tuesday 15
& 29 September, 2-4pm. More from
Julie on 934 5059.

Parish walk

Meet 10.15am, 19 September in
Cookham National Trust car park
GR895855. Walk via golf course and
River Thames. 5 miles. Malcolm
Burrows 954 5387

(Left) Anne Coulson, who recently became
the first female president of the Rotary Club
of Loddon Vale and organiser of its local
Young Writer scheme, presents Parveen
Parmar, this year’s winner, with her trophy.

Light up the community
“Man,I’ve left my high-vis jacket at home; mum’s gonna freak when she finds
it in the closet!” cried Blossom, with a worried look on her face.
“Don’t worry! I’ve got mine so if you just stay behind me, you’ ll be fine!”
replied her twin sister Cherry, not considering the fact that their mum would
still be fuming by the time they got home. Blossom pulled a sarcastic face
as if to say “Sure, that’s a fantastic idea! No 1 idea of January!“ Cherry, the
duplicate girl,pulled a duplicate face as they both clambered onto their bikes.
Within seconds, the girls had reached the pedestrian crossing also known
as ‘Zebby’.
“Right, the coast is clear. Blossom; make sure you follow me, because the
stupid council have switched off the street lamps! Something about ‘saving
money for things that will improve the community” announced Cherry as if
she were a politician campaigning in an election.
“The council isn’t stupid, Cherry. They do actually help us for the better,
you know,” said Blossom as if she were standing against Cherry in the
election.
“Whatever, I’m not a baby. Now let’s go; Zebby’s wants us to cross here!”
whined Cherry before realising she was. To cover it up, she suddenly she
zoomed off before Blossom could stop her... Before Blossom could warn her...
Before Blossom could save her...
BANG !!!
One month later...
“It was all a whirlwind and I couldn’t see anything.This is the result,”
recounted Cherry, looking down so that she could see her leg and arm, covered
in a vivid purple cast as well as numerous signatures in black ink. “By
helping us to raise money in this fundraiser, you’ll be able to keep street lamps
on at night and in winter therefore meaning that fewer injuries will occur.”
“It also means that you’ll get a chance to have fun with your family and
friends so this is a win-win situation, right? You get to eat tonnes of cakes
and people are going to be safer on the roads,” added Blossom, as laughter
erupted, filling the whole place. Feeling proud of herself, Blossom stepped back
as Cherry went forward.
“Without further ado, let the cake decorating bonanza begin!!” Suddenly,
as quick as a flash, each person grabbed six cakes and the fiasco began.
Glitter and edible round silver decorations f lew, sugar icing and ready-toroll icing whirled about in the air as food colouring caked aprons, faces and
pretty much everything else. The people who had turned up to raise money for
the ‘Street Lamp Association’ worked for six hours straight and you could
tell; by the time they’d finished, they looked like they’d been dragged through
a hedge about one hundred times. Yet, it was great fun, bringing the whole
community together and the outcome of the whole event was: people stuffed
themselves
With so much cake they couldn’t stand up and the event raised over £2,000;
enough to keep the street lamps on.
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2-5pm Saturday 19 September 2015 — So

Complete your summer holidays w
fun for everyone - young, old and
TIMETABLE
10am
12noon
2pm
2.15pm
2.45pm
3.15pm
3.45pm
4.15pm
4.30pm

School hall open for delivery of exhibits
Deadline for delivery of exhibits
SHOW OPENS
Maypole dancing by Sonning school children
Dancercise dancing display
Bulmershe Gymnastics display
Tug of War

The Sonning Village Show is the last majo
summer and is crammed full of the popula
competition that has made it such a succe

To discover the full extent of this year’s Pr
Sonning School’s hall and classrooms, you
which lists all the classes for adults, childr
6-7 years and 5 years and under. There are
for men, women and children, numerous c
grown vegetables, fruit, flowers and flower
photographs, craft work, art and for ‘Time
and household implements, historic costum
interest items and school day memorabilia
The programme also lists more than 20
prizes on offer for the best exhibits - this i
certificates that are waiting to be claimed.

Peg’s Challenge
Prize Giving and Auction of Produce

Complete your visit to the show with a fish &
chip supper at the Sonning Club, then dance
and sing the evening away with Slim Pickings,
the popular rock, soul, punk and pop band.
Doors open at 7pm, supper at 7.30pm and
music at 8.15pm. £10 — 969 3939 or 927 2944

Outside in the school grounds, as well a
and the traditional excitement of the Tug o
will be lots more to enjoy. Sonning Art Clu
and sale of paintings, the Reading Society
display of model trains and then there is a
clubs and organisations, and St Andrew’s C
Sonning Club will be running the popu
while the WI will be rushed off their feet a
their delicious homemade cakes!

Admission: 50p Children FREE — N
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onning CoE School, Ligugé Way, Sonning

with an afternoon of
in-between!

or event in the parish this
ar entertainment and
ess for so many years.

roduce Show held in
u need to see the programme
ren aged 8-12, 5-12 years,
recipes for cakes to cook
classes for preserves, home
r arrangements, plus
es gone by’ where bizarre
mes and handicrafts, local
a will be on show.
0 trophies, cups and cash
is in addition to the many
.

as the arena entertainment
of War championship, there
ub are staging an exhibition
of Model Engineers has a
an array of stalls from local
Church, to browse.
ular beer tent and barbecue
as usual serving tea and

Make sure you visit us on the
St Andrew’s stand for a free
chat, free games and the
chance to buy, for the first
time, The Parish Magazine’s
2016 calendar featuring
stunning local views of the
River Thames - more details
on page 7!

To enjoy the show to
the full make sure
that you see the FREE
programme for full
details about how
and when to enter
exhibits, recipes for
the cookery classes,
tips for exhibitors,
conditions, prizes,
and a chance to win a
‘Name that Town’ quiz.
Residents of Sonning
Village should receive
a copy through their
door. Charvil residents
can collect a FREE
copy at the Charvil
Village Stores or from
St Andrew’s Church.

No dogs except guide or hearing dogs
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Alan
Ward
Painters & Decorators

Interior & exterior painting
Wallpaper hanging & stripping
Plastering, coving and artexing services
Insurance work
All types of domestic & commercial work
Free estimates — No VAT

Tel: 01344 442 402
Mob: 07539 640 482
www.alanwarddecorator.co.uk
eMail: a-ward@live.co.uk

33 Right at Home 28/09/2012 10:23 Page 1
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Only 150 more no cold
calling yes votes required
Three hundred residents of Sonning
have so far said yes to create the
first ‘no calling village’ in the
Wokingham area.

Sonning’s Neighbourhood Watch
team are working closely with
Thames Valley Police, Wokingham
Borough Council and West Berkshire
Council to seek support from a
further 150 residents - they need
450 to achieve the ‘no calling village’
status.
Charvil has been operating a no calling zone in
Strathmore Drive since the beginning of this year.
No Calling Zones are being encouraged throughout the
Wokingham area to reduce the number of uninvited doorto-door sellers and to warn rogue sellers that they are being
watched. Such zones are not designed to prevent charity
collectors, religious groups, political parties or regular
deliverers of, for example, milk or mail, from calling.
Thames Valley Police give the following information
about how the no calling zones are created.
— A clear, defined area is selected
— Information packs are delivered by the scheme’s coordinators to each household. These contain leaflets on
cold callers, a no cold calling sticker and a letter informing
them of a proposed zone
— Consultation cards are delivered by the co-ordinators a
week later
— Cards are collected /returned
— Should 66% or more householders be in favour of the
zone, then it is implemented. Non returned or ‘indifferent’
votes count against the total amount.
— If householders are in favour, street signs are erected on
each entrance into the zone
—The zone is launched, photos and an article are issue to
local press.
All the necessary paperwork, stickers and signs are paid
for by West Berkshire and Wokingham Trading Standards
Service.
Further information: thamesvalleyalert.co.uk/da/86743/No_Cold_
Callilng_Zones_in_Wokingham thamesvalleyalert.co.uk/da/86743/
No_Cold_Callilng_Zones_in_Wokingham_area.html_area.html
For Sonning, call: Jan Fielder 969 3226 or Sue Bradley 969 3741

		
Table top
sale
		

Local groups are getting
together to raise funds
		
for their groups at a
table top sale in Charvil
		
Village Hall. The sale will
be held on Saturday 3
October at 2pm. Admission
is free and refreshments will
be available. Groups taking part
include the Jewel Tones girls choir,
Charvil Women’s Club, Charvil Pre-School,
and Charvil Senior Residents Club.

Garden party raises nearly £1,000
David Bates (above left), chairman of the Sonning
branch of RNLI, sells raffle tickets at a recent garden
party. Together with the tickets sales, the raffle helped
to raise £947 for the national RNLI rescue service.

Charity cabaret time
After two successful charity shows over the last couple
of years, which have raised over £1,800 for a children’s
charity, the cabaret is back. This time it takes on a more
personal tone. Donna Boyles, who has worked at the
Sonning Club for over 10 years, and has many friends
in the parish, suffered a stroke in January. It has been a
slow road to recovery, and there is still far to go. This year,
the show (details below) is raising money for the Stroke
Association, as a special thank you for everything that
they have done to support Donna’s family this year.

Oh, snap! ...

NINETIES!

Cabaret show and fish & chips dinner

Saturday 26th September
@ The Sonning Club
Pearson Rd, Sonning, RG4 6UL Doors Open: 7pm

Singing, dancing, music, comedy, etc.
Tickets £10 (£8 concs)
available at venue
or via lisaboylesmedia@gmail.com
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SOMETHING COMPLETELY NEW
HAS COME TO SONNING
Coppa Club is a new all day restaurant, bar and social hub.
Our menu is inspired by the best Italian ingredients and is
available from early morning to late night.

DROP IN ANYTIME
For coffee, a drink or a plate of uncomplicated, fresh food.

MON - FRI 6.30 AM - 11.00 PM | SAT 7.30 AM - 11.00 PM | SUN 7.30 AM - 10.00 PM
T H E G R E AT H O U S E , T H A M E S S T R E E T, S O N N I N G O N T H A M E S , B E R K S H I R E , R G 4 6 U T
0118 921 9890 | W W W. C O P PA C L U B . C O . U K

www.thebmgc.com
10% of the value of your first order will be donated to the
new community hall fund when you quote Ref: BMGC-CH
• Roller banners
• PVC banners
• Point of sale
• Posters
• Window graphics
• Shop signage
• Vehicle livery
• Exhibition systems
• Corporate branding
• Signage for commerce
• Graphic design
• Bespoke wall coverings
• Installation services

For cost effective, locally produced, quality graphics
call us on

0118 934 5016

The Homestead, Park Lane, Charvil, Reading RG10 9TR
email: sales@thebmgc.com

|

Why
pay
high
street
prices?
Lowest Prices Guaranteed

View our showroom and extensive selection of
flooring and designs in your home - we come to you!
Free no obligation quotation or professional advice..
AMTICO
KARNDEAN
VICTORIA
CORMAR
PENTHOUSE
LOUIS DE POOTERE
ALTERNATIVE FLOORING
KERSAINT COBB
V4 FLOOR WOOD FLOORING

• Full range of quality
•

flooring products:
carpets, wood,
laminate, vinyl
Complete flooring
solutions for residential
and commercial
designs

www.finedesignflooring.com
0125 688 0253
0754 596 7271
david.banning@fdflooring.com
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Charvil Pre-school
appeals for local
community help

Charvil Village Society
3 October: Village Quiz at 7.45pm.
Take your own drinks and nibbles,
£7, early booking essential.
Details and bookings: Roger Burns
934 5524
28 November: Murder Mystery at
7.45pm with prize for the best fancy
dress. £10, early booking essential.
Contact: Margaret Donlan 901 7841
26 December: Boxing Day Walk at
10am. Departs from and returns to
Charvil Village Hall. Mulled wine,
mince pies and nibbles on return.
Free, no booking needed.

Charvil Pre-School is seeking further
support from the local community as
it tries to keep running under a new
management committee chaired by
Johannes Burger.
At an extraordinary general meeting
called to discuss the future of the
preschool, which is facing serious
financial issues, the majority voted
no to a motion ‘Should Charvil PreSchool Close?’
Long and short term objectives
have been set and the new committee
is changing working practices,
liaising closely with staff to ensure
they have the support they need and
putting more focus on fundraising.
A £2,000 target has been set to be
raised by the end of this month.
An earlier Ofsted inspection
reported the pre-school to be
‘inadequate’. The report of a further
inspection is awaited.
If you are able to help, contact
Victoria Sanchez on victoria.jay.
sanchez@gmail.com or 0783 329 1651
or Sarah Stonhold on sarah.stonhold@
gmail.com or 0791 753 6488.

JUBILEE HALL
CH A RV I L

Available for community groups
and private hire
St Andrew’s owns an excellent hall
complex in Park View Drive North,
Charvil. It has a number of regular
users and is also available for ad-hoc
bookings. The hall can seat 80 in a
theatre style. It has a stage, a wellequipped kitchen and an annexe.
More details at:

www.sonningparish.org.uk
or from Raj on
0795 642 3764
jubileehallcharvil@gmail.com
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Singing for fun

Margaret Mayer with one of her silk paintings

Silk paintings
to feature at
Sonning Show
Sonning Art Group tutor, Margaret
Mayer, recently encouraged
its members to try something
completely new - painting on silk
- and the results can be seen at the
Sonning Show (details centre pages).
Margaret paints on silk with
coloured inks that produce unusual
colour combinations as they merge
- you can’t be sure of the final result
till it happens!
Silk is stretched over a frame and
fixed before a gutta outline of the
design is applied. When that has
dried the ink is applied.
So successful was the afternoon
the art group hopes to arrange a full
day workshop during the winter.
You will be able to see some of the
the pictures created by the group’s
members at the Sonning Show this
month both in an exhibition and in
the competition in the main hall.
The group’s Chairman’s Cup for
September will be awarded to the
best picture being entered in the
Sonning Show
Sonning Art Group meets every
Friday from 1 - 4pm in Pearson Hall.

An afternoon of fun singing for
female voices takes place on
5 September from 2-4pm in Charvil
Village Hall.
Led by local music teacher and
choir director Suzanne Newman,
it will include a medley of songs by
Rodgers and Hammerstein arranged
for a two-part choir.
The price of £10 includes a copy
of the music and refreshment. To
book: Suzanne Newman 934 0589
suzanneynewman@btinternet.com

Going the Distance
Every year in the UK over 1,000
people experience a spinal cord
injury and there are an estimated
40,000 spinal cord injured people in
the UK alone, some live in our parish.
On 20 September in London the
Spinal Injuries Association is staging
Going the Distance, a sponsored
walking, running or wheeling event
on and over some of London’s most
iconic bridges. It will start at the
Victoria Embankment Gardens and
there will be a shorter 4 mile route,
designed for families to tackle.
For more information or a
fundraising pack call Elizabeth
Wright on 0190 820 8541 or email
fundraising@spinal.co.uk. More details
can also be found at
spinal.co.uk/page/goingthedistance

Twyford singing
Everyone is invited to try singing
with Twyford Singers on Tuesday 8
September at 7.45pm in the United
Reformed Church Hall Church Road,
Twyford. More from: 961 1527 or
secretary@twyford-singers.org. uk
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Plumbing & Decorating Service
Complete Project Refurbishment
Repairs to Bathroom Suites, Showers
Toilets, Basins, Radiators and more ...

Taking time to care.
Home based companionship care
services in Berkshire and Oxfordshire.
The service we offer is perfect for people who need
support after discharge from hospital, older people, both
those living alone and in couples, for family carer respite
breaks and anyone who is finding it harder to cope at
home. We also offer personal care when required.
For a no obligation one-to-one
discussion about your needs please contact:
Melanie Meads
info@Q1Care.co.uk
0118 902 3914
www.Q1Care.co.uk
Highbridge
House,
16-18Arlington
Duke Street,
Reading,
1210
Parkview,
Business
Park,RG1 4RU
Theale , Berkshire. RG7 4TY

Full Interior and Exterior Decorating
Reliable, Clean and Efficient

DAVID SHAILES

0770 860 2442
i.plumber@btinternet.com
www.iplumberuk.com

Physiotherapy
at Twyford and Wargrave GP Surgeries
Private appointments available
Registered with all major healthcare providers

Email info@fitandable.co.uk or call 07720 933 192 for
further information or to book an appointment
www.fitandable.co.uk

Approved by:

F&ASonningParishAd.indd 1
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For urgent medical advice between 6.30pm and 8am, and at weekends, call 1 1 1

Ill Health Lump Sum from Ten Thousand Steps in
your private pension - do
you know what this is?

By Allayne Roper

I have terminal cancer
of the breast, spine and
liver. Recently, it was
brought to our attention
that I may be eligible
for an ‘Ill Health Lump
Sum’ which, depending
on your pension scheme,
will allow you to take out
a total lump sum from
Allayne Roper with her husband Paul
your pension early.
A friend of ours who has terminal brain cancer found he
was able to claim for such a sum due to the fact he has a
stage IV cancer like myself, mine being breast cancer. I
have to admit it was a shock to the system to find this
may be possible particularly when you find out that the
sums could be life changing.
A lot depends on what your firm’s scheme definition of
what ill-health means, but usually you will be considered
for an ill-health pension if you’re unable to carry out your
normal job because you’re physically or mentally ill and
have a life expectancy of less than a year.
I am in the process of seeing whether I can do this in
light of my condition. I am terminally ill with a stage IV
breast tumour and metastases with secondary cancers of
the spine and liver. I have to discuss with my oncologist
what my possible prognosis is in light of the terms of my
insurance.
Every year thousands of people in the UK are
diagnosed with conditions that prevent them from
continuing to work. Many of them it seems take
the option of early retirement due to ill health. One
consolation is that many are able to take their pension
benefits early to help support themselves financially.
Provided you meet the criteria of your scheme, you
may be able to take out your total benefits early – and
your scheme may even pay you an ill health lump sum due
to your condition. Again, depending on your scheme and
employer it is possible with an ill health lump sum to be
eligible for your monthly salary and any other benefits
available to you and your family from your employer,
without affecting any government benefits you might be
getting.
Since we have been looking into this, my husband and
I wondered how many people are in a similar situation,
and knew that this sum was possibly available to them. It
may not be as straight forward as you might think, but it
may help with financial matters going forward and how
able you are to enjoy the life you have.
If you are in a similar position, then please take a look
and see what your company can do for you.
pensionsadvisoryservice.org.uk/about-pensions/when-thingschange/ill-health

the right direction

By Elizabeth Jones, director & clinical lead physiotherapist, Physiocare

The last conference of the Manipulation Association of
Chartered Physiotherapists (MACP) was titled: ‘Physical
activity the BIGGEST public health challenge of the 21st
Century’. All manner of health professionals, scientists,
and researchers have in recent years reported that a
‘sedentary lifestyle’ can cause numerous problems.
Researchers have recently shown that ‘regular exercise’
could be a natural alternative to HRT. Women who sweat
in the gym, or by running, or just doing domestic activities,
suffered half as many hot flushes as those with a more
sedentary lifestyle. This could mean more women in their
40’s/50’s being prescribed exercise therapy instead of HRT.
One of the questions I am most frequently asked about
keeping active is: ‘Should I risk injuring my back running
or playing golf or gardening?’ My reply: You certainly won’t
get injured sitting on your backside all day! A strained wrist
or aching muscle can be treated, an active lifestyle is an
investment for a longer, healthier, and happier life.
In recent years as physiotherapy research has progressed
our treatments have moved increasingly towards
encouraging our patients to remain active. We are all too
aware of the harm caused by a sedentary lifestyle and have
therefore put exercise therapy at the forefront of countering
21st century sedentariness. Any of our patients will note
the addition of a gym to our facilities as an integral part of
the service we provide today.
It is never too late to start to exercise and no amount of
exercise is too little. Short bursts spread throughout the day
will be more than enough. The 10,000 steps which everyone
is talking about is approximately 5 kilometres, Mo Farah
can run that in only 12 mins! To give you a little perspective,
on average you will spend 1,500 steps walking up and down
the isles of a supermarket and it will take you less than
30 mins. The main way to avoid a sedentary lifestyle is to
recognise the word ‘lifestyle’ for what it truly means. Park
your car at the furthest end of the Waitrose car park, try to
take the stairs instead of the escalators, or if you think of
yourself as a bit of a Chris Froome take a cycle around the
length and breadth of France. Whatever you do make the
change a lifestyle change, 10,000 steps at a time!

How to have a more healthy heart
Gratitude can help you recover more quickly from a heart
attack. So says a study by the University of California,
who examined gratitude as part of an outlook that
involves appreciating the positive aspects of life, and often
goes hand in hand with spirituality.
It was found that people who have a life attitude of
being grateful are also likely to have a better mood, better
sleep, less fatigue, and lower levels of inflammatory
biomarkers related to cardiac health.
Researchers said they were surprised to find that
gratitude accounted for such beneficial effects. As one
scientist put it, ‘It seems that a more grateful heart is
indeed a more healthy heart.’
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Richard Lloyd Funeral Services
Independent Funeral Director

1-2 The Parade
Coppice Road
Woodley
RG5 3RB

24 Hr Telephone: 0118 969 3033

Martin Ward
Funeral Director

Family-owned, Independent
Funeral Director
and Monumental Mason
serving all areas
in and around
Sonning and Charvil

Dr Richard Lloyd
Proprietor

• Traditional funerals; also horse-drawn hearses, motor-cycle hearse,
designer coffins and environmentally friendly funerals, including
wicker, bamboo and pine coffins, as well as woodland burials.
• Personal attention and no-obligation visits made by us
in the comfort of your own home, or in our office in Woodley.
• Golden Charter and Age UK pre-payment Funeral Plans and advice.

Telephone or visit Martin or Richard for free,
no-obligation advice at any time.

www.readingfunerals.co.uk
enquiries@readingfunerals.co.uk

Wentworth textiles

The home of your carpet and flooring solutions

Want to
change the
look of your
floors?
Look no further.
Wentworth textiles
is a residential and
commercial carpet
and flooring
company with a distinguished
reputation of nearly 50 years.
We can provide samples of any
flooring, offer a fitting and installation
service. We also provide rugs, be they
hand-tufted or sheepskin and in any size.
For further information, please
contact www.wentworthtextiles.com
or call 0118 958 2166 or email
pa.roper@btinternet.com
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For urgent medical advice between 6.30pm and 8am, and at weekends, call 1 1 1

What is Beauty?
Canon David Winter wonders how to describe beauty….

When we look at a landscape, mountains or lakes and
describe the scene as ‘beautiful’, what do we actually mean?
That it is pleasing to the eye? That it speaks to some inner
sense of order, tranquility and peace? That it arouses in us
feelings of admiration or joy? That it evokes a sense of awe?
What makes something beautiful is a very difficult question
to answer, because we apply it to so many different things:
a human face, a flower, a piece of music, a painting or
sculpture, a sunset and even a cover-drive at cricket. Beauty
is something we recognize, but can’t really define. Not
everything beautiful is ‘pretty’ - think of some of Picasso’s
paintings! ‘Beauty is in the eye of the beholder’ – a matter
of individual taste. In that case, it’s surprising that almost
everyone would agree with the most common assertions of
beauty, whether scenes of nature or works of art.
My own suspicion is that beauty is linked to awe. ‘Awe’ is
the recognition of something beyond our normal experience.
The dictionary defines ‘awe’ in terms of ‘respect’, and that
perhaps begins to capture how we feel when we encounter
beauty. This is ‘beyond’ us, something which we can enjoy
with others without being able to analyse it. It shares
something with religious or mystical experiences.
The poet John Keats said: ‘Beauty is truth, truth beauty’.
There is undoubtedly a sense in which beauty speaks of truth,
because surely beauty exists when great concepts of light and
shade, form and contour, colour and context - truths of our
human experience - work perfectly together.
The opposite of truth is falsehood, and there is nothing
false about a thing of beauty. The Bible speaks of the ‘beauty
of holiness’. Could it be that there is also a ‘holiness of
beauty’? For those who believe in a creator God, there is
something truly awesome about the fact that the created
world is so indescribably beautiful.
Is a snow-flake an evolutionary accident? Or a starry
night? Or an open rose in the garden? Why does God
bother making things beautiful? It’s an intriguing question!
Perhaps, like us, He simply enjoys it.

New beauty blog hits the spot

Many teenagers - and others - struggle with acne and
we spotted a brand new blog that has tested possible
remedies. So what’s special about this? Well, the blog is
written by a teenager with a passion for beauty products and now it seems, writing about them for other teenagers.
This is how she introduces her blog:
I love makeup ALOT! I buy and test quite a lot of it (perhaps too much)
and I hope that if someone reads this blog they would be able to take
something from it whether that be to try a fun new makeup look or
discover a new holy grail product or be able to cover up some pesky acne
or even just smile!!!:) I might post other bits and pieces too about life or
other aspects of beauty or nails or whatever is fun or happy at the time!

sunshineandhonor.wordpress.com/2015/08/02/my-second-test-post/

Before and after: a modern miracle that can give you clearer vision

A minor miracle they call
the cataract procedure
By Priscilla Lobley

When I went for an eye test I was advised that my vision
would be improved if I had cataracts removed so my
thinking was, as this is on the National Health why not?’
Even when I was booked in to have this done I thought not
much about it. Now in retrospect I should have looked it
up on the NHS web page but I didn’t. If you are interested
further I include their notes below.
At the time it surprised me by being quite a full out and
unexpected ‘operation’ and I didn’t like it much; I knew I
was lucky to have it done and that my eyesight would be
much better for it, but I didn’t want to have it again! 48
hours later that thought was quite forgotten.
It is indeed a miracle of modern surgery and we are so
fortunate to have it in this day of ours. I haven’t returned
to wearing glasses, which is a huge boost to one’s morale.
I will probably need them for small text in reading and
computer screens. But yes, it is an amazing privilege that
millions of us are lucky enough to have had, and I won’t
forget it.

The procedure (from NHS Choices Information Gov.UK)

Cataract surgery is a common and relatively straightforward
procedure that normally takes up to 30 to 45 minutes. It is
usually carried out as day surgery under local anaesthetic,
which means you are awake during the procedure and you
can go home on the same day. The most common surgical
technique used is known as phacoemulsification.
Before the operation, a nurse will put drops in your eye
to dilate (widen) your pupil. A local anaesthetic will also
be given, which can be applied as eye drops or given as an
injection into the tissue around the eye.
The surgeon then makes a tiny cut in your cornea (the
transparent layer at the front of your eye). A small probe
that emits ultrasound waves (high-frequency sound waves)
is inserted through your cornea into the eye to break the
affected lens into pieces. These pieces are then liquified and
sucked out. A second probe sucks out the remaining soft
pieces of outer lens.
When the affected lens has been removed, the surgeon
inserts a small plastic lens in its place. The replacement lens
is usually curled up in an injector and injected through the
cut in the cornea. When it is in place, it unfolds itself and
adopts the natural position of the old lens.
In a few cases, it may be necessary to make a slightly
larger incision in the eye to replace the affected lens, which
may need to be closed with tiny stitches that are removed a
few weeks later.
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Local Trades and Services
Please mention The Parish Magazine when contacting our advertisers

TO ADVERTISE HERE
classified@theparishmagazine.co.uk

0118 969 3282

AERIALPHIL.CO.UK
For all your aerial photos, Good for surveying,
also for assessing conditions of roofs, etc
Thames Street, Sonning
T: 0118 944 0000 aerialphil.co.uk

MC CLEANING
We are a family business with excellent references
and we are fully insured
All cleaning materials provided
For free quote call: Maria 0779 902 7901

WANT HELP WITH AN ‘ODD JOB’?
For local odd jobs please call Phil on
0118 944 0000
0797 950 3908
Thames Street, Sonning

THE WINDOW CLEANER
Waterfed Telescopic Pole System, Filtered Water
Guaranteeing a Crystal Clear non smear finish
Call Mike on 0796 700 4426 for a free quote
or email: thewindowcleaner1@googlemail.com

A S BUILDING
Kitchens – Bathrooms – Plumbing - Decoration
Small building works undertaken. Fully insured
T: Andrew on 0118 942 0651 M: 0778 878 0470
as.building@tiscali.co.uk

CALLAGHAN CARPETS
Commercial and Domestic Carpets, Flooring and
Laminate specialists - 38 years experience
email: callaghancarpets@btinternet.com
T: 0118 962 8527 M: 0779 223 9474

CLARK BICKNELL LTD
Qualified Plumbing and Heating Engineers Gas Safe
25 years experience - local family run company
Call Office: 0118 961 8784 - Paul: 0776 887 4440
eMail: paul@clarkbicknell.co.uk

SONNING MOWERS
Sales – Service – Repairs
at Ladds Garden Village
Bath Road, Hare Hatch RG10 9SB
T: 0118 940 6203
www.sonningmowers.co.uk

ELECTRIC NICK
Domestic and Commercial Electrical Services
Qualified, Part P registered, 15 years experience
0758 429 4986
electricnick@live.com

PICTURE FRAMING SERVICES
All your artwork professionally framed
Fine Art Trade Guild Registered Framer
LODDON FRAMING, The Ridgeway, Woodley
eMail: tony@loddonframing.co.uk T: 0795 021 7474

WATER SOFTENER SALT - FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
25kg Tablet/Granular £9.50 - Harvey Block Salt 2x4kg £6.00
salt-deliveries-online.com sales@salt-deliveries online.com
M: 0778 577 2263 - T: 0118 959 1796
Unit 2, 6 Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA

CHIROPODY AND PODIATRY
Linda Frewin HCPC member
General foot care and treatment including home visits
25 Ashtrees Road, Woodley RG5 4LP
T: 0118 969 6978 M: 0790 022 4999

PORTMAN GARDENS - DESIGN , CONSTRUCT, MAINTAIN
Garden Features, Patios, Ponds, Pergolas, Fencing
Unit 2, 6 Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA
T: 0118 959 1796 M: 0778 577 2263
eMail martyncollins@portmanpm.com

COUNSELLING AND PSYCHOTHERAPY
Professionally registered. Confidential.
Initial consultation welcome to assess your needs
Woolhampton (on A4 between Reading – Newbury)
Geralyn Collins - 0777 850 9594

WOODLEY GARDENS
Garden care and green waste disposal
Fully insured, Licensed waste carrier
www.woodleygardens.co.uk
Telephone: 0118 336 2464

FURNESS CONSULTANCY
Experienced Accountant
Bookkeeping, Incomplete records, Accounts preparation
T: 0118 969 7003 M: 0752 681 6741
alanfurness94@btinternet.com

J C LORD BUILDING PROJECTS
All forms of building work undertaken
Extensions and Renovations a speciality
T: 0118 969 1429
M: 0797 393 6981 or 0782 332 5499
email: jclord_plastering_building@hotmail.com

POWER CARS OF WOODLEY
Family run business - established 1945
Experienced male & female drivers - Large licensed cars
Reasonably priced local and long distance work undertaken
0118 969 3066 eMail: paddypower30@hotmail.com
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Top sporting stars test Sonning’s protected wicket

A host of sporting stars who turned out for the traditional match photograph outside Sonning Cricket Club’s pavilion

A Fields in Trust cricket team
featuring well-known sports
personalities came out victors at the
90th anniversary match with the
Lord’s Taverners held this year on
the King George V Field, Sonning.
Hosted by the Sonning Cricket Club,
the Fields in Trust’s cricket team
included former England and Chelsea
footballer, Graeme Le Saux, former
Scotland and Chelsea footballer,
Pat Nevin, former Welsh rugby,
judo, weightlifting and wrestling
competitor, Non Evans, and as a late
call-up, our own former London Irish
rugby player, Ali Driver.
They faced a stiff line up from
the Lord’s Taverners who fielded
Australian under 19 cricket captain
Jake Doran, Berkshire cricket captain
Bjorn Mordt, former Essex County
cricketer Paul Pritchard, former
Northants CC Nigel Felton and from
Casualty, Charlie Dale. It was umpired
ably by Chariots of Fire and Game of
Thrones actor Struan Rodger and
former England cricketer John Price.
Fields in Trust chased down 224 all
out set by the Lord’s Taverners.
The King George V Field - home
of Sonning Cricket Club - is a Fields
in Trust protected site. The match
celebrated 90 years of outdoor spaces
being protected forever as well as
the long-standing relationship
between Fields in Trust and the
Lords’ Taverners. The two charities
were origianally introduced by Lord’s
Taverner’s 12th man and former
Fields in Trust president HRH The
Duke of Edinburgh. The current
president is HRH The Duke of
Cambridge, who said:

‘Fields in Trust is a charity close
to my family’s heart. Their work, to
protect our parks, playgrounds and
playing fields for everyone to enjoy
is crucial to the health and wellbeing
of communities across the country.
I am delighted that Fields in Trust is
celebrating its 90th anniversary – and
in such a fitting style - and I wish
them many more years of success in
safeguarding our green spaces for the
future.’
Fields in Trust protects outdoor
recreational spaces including sports
grounds, for future generations to
enjoy. They currently protect 2,500
parks, playing fields and playgrounds
across the UK, including the King
George V Field in Sonning.
Man of the Match was Ali Cheyne,

playing for Fields in Trust who scored
a century, claimed a wicket and
caught out three Lord’s Taverners
players. Jake Doran regularly
thumped for the boundary, notching
up 89 runs before being caught out.
Ali Driver, who kept wicket and
scored 34 in an 80 run partnership
with Ali Cheyne, said: ‘At one stage
when I was batting, it reminded me
of a surreal dream - I had the Aussie
U19 captain bowling at me, one of my
Chelsea heroes Pat Nevin, batting at
the other end and a bloke off Casualty
keeping wicket behind me! It was a
real honour for Sonning Cricket Club
to host such a prestigious event and
we are delighted that both sides have
expressed a keen interest in coming
back again in the future.’

The scandalous rounders evening

By Liz Nelson (a bitter and twisted church warden)

The annual rounders challenge was a fun event well supported by watching
villagers on a lovely warm summer evening and there were only a few health
and safety issues with small boys on bikes on the field of play. Of course my
spare player, Mr Nelson, failed to get to Sonning in time but was able to enjoy
a nice beer on the side lines. Jamie disappeared to a stag do 20 minutes before
play began ...
But the real scandal was that they changed the rules ‘to make it more
competitive’. Instead of the winning team organising the event next year,
it’s now the losing team – therefore St Andrew’s, with our age profile, will
be organising it for the next 50 years! I will expect full support from all the
ministry team next year – even if they only sell t-towels!
It was also scandalous that St Andrew’s lost the losers play off to the WI
who included a fit 17 year old Dominic Hollingsworth and that one of my better
team members, Mr Leggett – Emma’s hubby - was snatched away to be umpire
at the last minute. He was replaced by Rod Mercer who was only passing by.
The victorious team was Sonning Club who narrowly beat Sonning School
teachers. We were the only team to have a player in sandals and a floaty
summer dress - Alison Waters. Thank goodness for Rod, John Argent and Alan
Waters or we might have looked a bit silly. Thanks go to my other team mates
Jacky Gray, Nadine Hill, Rachel Argent, Emma Leggett and Alison. We tried our
best but were pretty rubbish. Next year training starts in March!
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The beauty of the Lord
By Revd Michael Burgess

At this time of year we give thanks for God’s blessings in
all that the earth yields us. Those blessings are focused in a
wonderful painting of Jan Davidsz de Heem.
He was born in Utrecht in Holland in 1606 and studied
art under his father’s guidance. De Heem then moved to
Antwerp, where for the rest of his life he created paintings of
such beauty and depth that one of them – a portrait of Prince
William III surrounded by blossoms and fruits - received the
highest price ever paid for a painting at that time.
In the Vase of Flowers de Heem has gathered together a
bouquet of variegated flowers and plants for our delight. Time
stands still in his painting in two ways. These 31 blooms could
not have flowered at the same time, but through the magical
touch of the artist, they do for us. Caught on canvas, they are
as fresh and vibrant as the day they were painted in 1645.
But there are signs that the gifts of nature do wither
and die as we look closely and see on the marble slab a snail.
Nearby is a salamander eyeing his next meal as a spider hangs
on a thread from one of the flowers. In the centre another
snail looks at his food, the beautiful and rare red and white
tulips. Yet we look again and see also signs of new life: the
reeds of wheat are symbols of the Eucharistic bread; the
caterpillar and butterfly on the striking white poppy at the
top are signs of resurrection; and the peas in their pod and
the blackberries mark out the fruitfulness of creation.
The artist shows us a glorious range of flowers – some
well-known, others more exotic and brought back to Holland
through the colonial expansion of the 16th century. Tulips
and poppies dominate, but to the left are small scented roses.
Each is a testimony to the beauty and goodness of the world.
A 100 years later, Christopher Smart wrote in Jubilate
Agno: ‘For the flowers are great blessings…For the flower
glorifies God…For the flowers are peculiarly the poetry of
Christ.’
And 200 years later Gerard Manley Hopkins wrote: ‘I do
not think I have ever seen anything more beautiful than the
bluebell I have been looking at. I know the beauty of our Lord
by it.’
And we, in our own century, can echo poet and painter
as we praise God, the author of such flowers and plants that
make up a world of ‘all things bright and beautiful.’

Book review

Bible Stories Gone Crazy!

By Josh Edwards & Emiliano
Migliardo, Candle, £6.99
Eight Bible stories are depicted in
intense colour and comic, cartoony
illustrations. There is a sentence or
two explaining the scene at the top,
and then details to spot, mistakes
to find and questions to answer
along the sides of the picture. Did Noah’s workmen really
have power tools? How many rabbits are in the picture?
Children will love scouring the detail to find the answers
and spot more amusing detail in the busy artwork. The
stories are: Noah and the Ark, Crossing the Red Sea, The
Fall of Jericho, David and Goliath, Jonah and the Big Fish,
Feeding the 5,000, Man Through the Roof.

We cannot make you immortal
but we can prepare a Will
to ensure your loved ones
are cared for.

Caversham
Solicitors
51a Church Street, Caversham, Reading RG4 8AX
Telephone: 0118 947 8638
eMail: minnaar@cavershamsolicitors.co.uk

Jenny Halstead, seen here leading a session on flower
painting in watercolours at Sonning Art Club, has
published a book about her time as the artist in residence
at the Silchester dig. Her book and paintings will be
exhibited at the Old Fire Station Gallery in Henley-onThames from 4 October to 3 November.
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Recipe of the month
Beef with celeriac and mustard
An autumn recipe from Sonia Boyles

Ingredients - serves 4-6

— 1 bunch of spring onions, trimmed and sliced
— 8 oz celeriac, peeled and chopped
— 1 tablespoon freshly chopped parsley
— 1 tablespoon whole grain mustard
— 2 tablespoons soured cream
— 3 tablespoons of oil
— 1 clove garlic, crushed
— 2 lb braising steak
— ½ pint beef stock
— 2 oz walnut halves
— Salt and pepper
— 1 oz butter
— 1 large onion, chopped

Method

Heat half the oil in a flame proof casserole and brown the
meat well. Remove meat.
Add the remaining oil, onion and celeriac to the casserole
juices and fry until golden brown. Return the meat to the
casserole and stir in garlic, mustard, stock and seasoning.
Bring to the boil.
Cover the dish tightly and cook in oven at 150ºF/65ºC, gas 2
for about 1½ hours until the meat is tender.
Just before serving, sauté the spring onions and the
walnuts in the butter until golden. Stir into the casserole
and drizzle the cream over the top. Sprinkle with parsley.

Legally speaking
By Robert Last

In the last six months I have advised concerning wills
and lasting powers of attorney, and now I am turning to
a facility of which the majority of people are completely
unaware – a deed of variation.

Most garden birds do not migrate or fly south for the
winter, so keep bird feeders and birdbaths topped up.

A deed of variation enables a will to be altered after the
death of the testator. This is an extremely useful device to
cope with changing circumstances. It has to be completed
within two years of the death, and the absolute essential
is that all those who are adversely affected by the change
are content to go along with the plan, and sign the
necessary document.
The most typical scenario is perhaps with the
traditional family, for example, elderly parents and
two adult children, and a will made many years ago. In
the typical family will, the married couple each leave
everything to the other on the first death, and then
everything to be divided equally between the children on
the second death. But perhaps the will was executed many
years ago, when there was no surplus money, and if the
husband had died the wife would have needed everything
to keep the family ticking over. Their fortunes prospered,
and after the husband’s death, his widow decides that
she does not really need all, or any, of his money, whereas
both the children’s housing needs could be solved if
they had the money. If the wife takes legal advice, and
is advised of this possibility, it may well achieve exactly
what she requires in the new circumstances of surplus
funds, and all or some of the deceased husband’s estate
can go to the children instead of to her.
As well as dealing with practical needs as in this
example, deeds of variation can be used to improve
the inheritance tax situation, provided that the deed is
carefully and professionally prepared.
Next month – wills being overturned by the courts.

Supplied by East Reading Horticultural Society erhs@hotmail.co.uk

Robert Last is managing director of Caversham Solicitors Ltd

In the garden

Sow sweet
peas for
next spring

September is the time to begin planting for the spring
while enjoying the last of the summer fruits.

Seeds

Sow sweet peas in the greenhouse or a cold frame for early
summer flowers next year. They’ll grow when the weather
gets warm enough, and will be ready for planting out next
spring.

Planting

By mid-September plant daffodils, fritillaries, crocuses
and grape hyacinths. Leave tulips until November.

Harvesting

Pick apples and blackberries for home-made pies and jam.
Gather blackberries away from the road to make sure they
haven’t been contaminated by traffic pollution.

Wildlife

34 The Parish Magazine
advert-1...vis 1_Layout 1 15/09/2011 11:47 Page 1

Are you thinking about

homecare?

The Bull Inn | Sonning on Thames | Berk

Email:
bullinn@fullers.co.uk
Dennis & Christine look
forward
to welcoming you to… | Telephone

The Bull Inn,
Sonning-on-Thames
Berkshire RG4 6UP
0118 969 3901
If you would like to learn
more please call us on

0118 947 6666

6 Church Street
Twyford
RG10 9DR
0118 934 4055

PHYSIOTHERAPY & GYM

www.physiocare.co.uk

Great food, award-winning cask ale, service with a
smile Seven stylish bedrooms
bullinn@fullers.co.uk / www.bullinnsonning.co.uk

226 Wokingham Road
Reading
RG6 1JS
0118 966 4585

A centre of
clinical excellence
with a caring
approach
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Local organisations Volunteers
St Andrew’s Church
— St Andrew’s Sunday Club, Marie Simpkins 0779 521 6492
— Jubilee Hall, Charvil Bookings, Raj 0795 642 3764
— St Andrew’s Bell Ringers, Pam Elliston 969 5967
— Friends of St Andrew’s Church, Wendy Williams 969 6609
Arts & Crafts
— Charvil Art Club, Julie Bennett 934 5059
— Sonning Art Group, Sue Bell 969 6924
— Sonning Book Club, Anne Webster 944 0699
— Sonning Flower Club, Sharon Robinson 969 0748
Children & Young People
— Sonning Scouts, group@sonningscouts.co.uk
Assistant group scout leader: Mike Watts, agsl@sonningscouts.co.uk
Scout leader: Mike Moore, scouts@sonningscouts.co.uk
Cub leader: Joan Farnese, cubs@sonningscouts.co.uk
Beaver leader: Ali Came, beavers@sonningscouts.co.uk
— Charvil Brownies, Claire Howells 934 5372
— Charvil Caterpillar Club, Alison Waters 934 3723
— Charvil Guides, Ruth Hulley 969 9431
— Chernobyl Children’s Link, Shirley Chard 969 8086
— Sonning & Charvil Baby Sitting Group, Geraldine Hearn 934 1071
— Sonning Baby & Toddler Group, Miranda Aston 966 5352
— Sonning Brownies, Carrie Apps 1stsonningbrownies@gmail.com
— Sonning Guides, Ruth Halley 969 9431
Councillors
— Charvil Parish Council, Miranda Parker 901 7719
— Sonning Parish Council, Lesley Bates 969 7753
— Eye & Dunsden Parish Council, David Woodward 969 3633
Local Borough & County Council Councillors
— Kate Haines - Coronation, 0771 363 7029
— Mike Haines - Sonning & Warren, 967 2879
— Nick Ray - Charvil, 934 5892
— Malcolm Leonard - Eye & Dunsden mandeleonard@waitrose.com
Political Associations
— Charvil Branch Conservatives, Emma Hobbs 934 0528
— Sonning & Warren Conservatives, Peter van Went 969 3635
— Sonning Liberal Democrats, Colin Lawley 961 8536
Schools
— Charvil Preschool Playgroup, Sally Richards 932 1273
— Charvil Piggott Primary School, Jeanette Winsor 932 0033
— Sonning CE Primary School, Lesley Green 969 3399
— Sonning CE Primary School PTA, Vicki Emmett 0791 617 7529
Social
— Charvil Senior Residents Club, Julie Bennett 934 5059
— Charvil Women’s Club, Shirley Newman 934 0589
— Inner Wheel Club of Reading Maiden Erlegh, Hilary Tindall 969 6926
— Monday Club, Ken Trimmings 969 1072
— Reading East Probus Club, Mike Butler 0778 943 5030
— Rotary Club of Loddon Vale, Richard Ward 966 9348
— Rotary Club of Reading Maiden Erlegh, Janette Crouch 0777 310 4430
— Sonning British Legion, Malcolm Geater 947 1677
— Sonning Club, Chris Way 969 3939
— Sonning Glebe WI (Eve Mtgs), Doreen Moulsley 961 8829
— Sonning RNLI, David Bates 969 7753
— Sonning Twinning Association, Beth Dixon 969 2335
— Twyford Bridge Club, Lesley 940 1309
Sport
— Badminton, Pat Pardoe 934 5643
— Charvil Community Tennis, Carl 0744 793 4700
— Redingensians RAMS, Jason 0788 128 8900
— Short Mat Bowling, Shirley Newman 0118 934 0589
— Sonning Cricket Club, Gary Phillips 0750 033 6879
— Sonning Football Club, Tony 956 6536
— Sonning Lawn Tennis Club, Romy 969 5845
— Sonning Sports League Table Tennis Club, Dave Chard 969 8086
— Sonning Table Tennis Club, Robert Moxon 989 4795
Song & Dance
— Bel Canto Chorus, Denise Walker 0797 375 2727
— Charvil Voices, Suzanne Newman 934 0589
— Jewel Tones, Suzanne Newman 934 0589
— Steps ‘n’ Stetsons, Line Dance Group Julie Myers 961 8450
Village Life
— Charvil Village Fete, Clare Tucker 934 9926
— Charvil Village Society, David 932 1173
— Friend’s of Ali’s Pond, Ali Driver 969 2698
— Pearson Hall Bookings, Jenny Adams 969 7692
— Sonning & Sonning Eye Society, Andy Bell 969 6924
— Sonning Beech Lodge Bookings, Tim Pascall 969 6935
— Sonning Charvil & Hurst NAG, Bob Hulley 969 9431
— Sonning Neighbourhood Watch, Jan Fielder 969 3226
— Sonning Village Show, Heather Hine 969 8653

Home-Start Wokingham District

Volunteer training to start in September for family
care services. Call Lindsay Browne on: 0118 988 8025

Drivers for Age Concern Twford and District

Volunteer drivers with own cars required to take
elderly residents between their homes and Age
Concern’s Twyford centre on weekday mornings and
afternoons. A total of about 1½ hours of your time is
required. Mileage will be paid.
Gordon Holmes 0118 934 4040

Charvil Senior Residents Club

Able-bodied volunteer to assist elderley residents
during their fortnightly Tuesday afternoon meetings
held in Charvil Village Hall. 0118 934 5059

Charvil Pre-School

Is looking for volunteers to help them fund raise. The
preschool is a charity that relies heavily on donations.
0791 753 6488

Cruse Bereavement Care

Cruse has vacancies for management volunteers to
help run the service in this area. The management
committee meet once a month. Call Sara Richards on
0778 554 3574

Girlguiding Bulmershe Division

Over 100 girls are waiting to join local guiding
units but can’t because there are not enough adult
volunteers. There are many different roles volunteers
can perform.
girlguidingbulmershe.btck.co.uk/AdultVolunteers

St Andrew’s Bell Ringers

Help continue a very English tradition of bell ringing
by volunteering as a ringer. It’s a gentle, social
excercise that everyone, young and old, male and
female, can enjoy. You will be trained by experts, all
you need is a sense of rhythm! 0118 926 7724

Sunrise Senior Living

If you have a talent to share or a hobby or interest to
talk about, Sunrise Senior Living is always pleased to
welcome volunteers to entertain its residents.
Georgina Williams: 0118 944 4300

Twyford Volunteer Drivers

Volunteer drivers needed to help transport the elderly
and/or sick people to local hospitals and surgeries and
other medically related appointments. Drivers use
their own cars. 0118 934 3010

Looking for volunteers? Let us know and we will
publish your request here for free!
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LIVE-IN CARE SERVICES
For Just a Few Weeks or
Longer-term over Several Months

Fully Managed
Tailored to Individual Requirements
From Housekeeping & General Support to
Complex Health Care Needs

Oxford Aunts Care
Established 1967
01865 791017
enquiries@oxfordaunts.co.uk
www.oxfordaunts.co.uk

HC MOTORS

Avenue Garage Established in Sonning 1970
VAT Reg No: 770334148

Servicing and repairs of all makes and models undertaken
Tyres, batteries and exhausts supplied and fitted
Free collection and delivery in local area

29a WESTERN AVENUE, WOODLEY RG5 3BJ

0118 969 6717 hcmotors@talktalkbusiness.net
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children’s page

5. 969
10. 276

NUMBER
PICTURE
PUZZLE

4. 2
9. 14

Cute Lion

Answers
3. 3
8. 5

Some people think that the number 13 is unlucky, for example
it is said to be unlucky to have 13 people at a table or in a
company. The number 13, in the Christian faith, is the number
of people at the Last Supper, with the 13th guest at the table
being the traitor. It was also once believed that a coven (that’s
means a group) of witches had 13 people.
Other countries have different ‘unlucky’ numbers. The
numbers 4 and 9 are considered unlucky for the Japanese.
Why? Because the Japanese word for ‘4’ sounds exactly like
the word for ‘death’ and the word for ‘9’ sounds like the word
for ‘suffering’. There are no rooms numbered 4 or 9 in many
hospitals or hotels in Japan.
The Bible teaches us not to believe that things are lucky or
unlucky, and that includes numbers. But we know from the
Bible that God likes some numbers such as 7 which represents
that something is complete. He also likes 40 which is used for a
new beginning such as that which came after 40 days of rain in
the story of Noah, orName:
the 40 days that Jesus spent in the desert Date:
being tempted by the devil. Which numbers do you like?

2. 40
7. 127

NUMBERS - ARE THEY UNLUCKY?

BIBLE NUMBERS?
The answer to each of these questions about the Bible,
is a number.
1. How many psalms are there in the Book of Psalms?
2. How many days did Jesus spend in the wilderness?
(Matthew, chapter 4)
3. How many times did Peter deny Jesus?
(Luke, chapter 22)
4. How many daughters-in-law did Naomi have?
(Ruth, chapter 1)
5. How long did Methuselah live?
(Genesis, chapter 5)
6. How many days did Joshua march around Jericho?
(Joshua, chapter 6)
7. How many provinces did Ahasuerus rule over?
(Esther, chapter 1)
8. How many sparrows were sold for 2 pennies?
(Luke, chapter 12)
9. How many years before Paul went to Jerusalem?
(Galatians, chapter 2)
10. How many people were saved from the ship that
Paul was on when it was shipwrecked on Malta?
(Acts chapter 27)
1. 150
6. 7

Do you
like
numbers?
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1,2,3 = brown
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7,8,9 = green
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Do the sum in
each square
and colour the
square according
to the key below:

0 = tan

10 = blue
To check that
your picture is
correct look it
up in the Bible
in the Book
of Proverbs,
chapter 30,
verse 30

Key:
0

Credit: coloringsquared.com

Tan
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Parish contacts

Ministry Team
— The Vicar: Revd Jamie Taylor*
The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR
revjaft@yahoo.co.uk / 0118 969 3298
*Day off Thursday
— Pioneer Minister: Revd Alison Waters*
6 Park View Drive South, Charvil, RG10 9QX
alwaters@hotmail.co.uk / 0118 934 3723
*Day off Monday and Tuesday afternoons
— Licensed Lay Minister: Bob Peters
26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR
bob@sonningparish.org.uk / 0118 961 1188
— Licensed Lay Minister in Training: Jenny Sullivan
141 Beech Lane, Earley, RG6 5Qe
jenny_sullivan11@hotmail.co.uk / 0118 986 2090
Pastoral Visiting and Prayer Chain
— Mrs Jean Tinson 0118 969 0782
Church Wardens
— Mrs Liz Nelson
liz.nelson1@ntlworld.com / 0118 934 4837
— Mr Mark Sullivan
marksullivan@hotmail.co.uk / 0118 986 2090
Deputy Wardens
— Mrs Molly Woodley 0118 946 3667
— Mr Perry Mills 0118 437 5682
Parish Administrator
— Mrs Sonia Boyles
standrews.sonning@btinternet.com / 0118 969 2428
Parochial Church Council
— Secretary: Mrs Shirley Chard 0118 969 8086
— Treasurer: Mr John Scoble 0118 926 5138
Bookings
— St Sarik, Sonning, Mrs Sonia Boyles 0118 969 2428
— Jubilee Hall, Charvil, Raj 0795 642 3764
Director of Music, organist and choirmaster
— Chris Goodwin
music@sonningparish.org.uk
Parish Website: www.sonningparish.org.uk
The Parish Magazine
— Editor: Bob Peters
26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR
editor@theparishmagazine.co.uk / 0118 961 1188
— Advertising and Distribution: Gordon Nutbrown
advertising@theparishmagazine.co.uk/ 0118 969 3282
— Back issues online: theparishmagazine.co.uk

— The Parish Magazine is produced by St Andrew’s PCC and delivered
free of charge to every home in Charvil, Sonning and Sonning Eye.
— The Parish Magazine is printed in the United Kingdom by Herald
Graphics Ltd, Reading RG2 oBZ
— The Parish Magazine is distributed by Abracadabra Leaflet
Distribution Ltd, Reading RG7 1AW
— The Parish Magazine template was designed in 2012 by Roger
Swindale rogerswindale@hotmail.co.uk and David Woodward david@
designforprint.org

Advertisers index
Abbey School					
AB Walker & Son Funeral Directors 		
ADD Plumbing Solutions				
AF Jones & ET Sheppard Monumental Masonry
Aerial Phil					
Alan Ward Painters & Decorators		
AS Building					
Blue Moose Graphics Company			
Bridge House of Twyford Care Home			
Bridges Home Care					
Bull Inn Sonning				
Callaghan Carpets					
Canon Tree Care 				
Caversham Solicitors				
Chiropody and Podiatry Linda Frewin			
Chris the Plumber					
Claire Howells Sew Sew				
Clark Bicknell Plumbing & Heating Engineers		
Counselling and Psychotherapy			
David Shailes Plumbers & Decorators			
Design for Print					
Electric Nick					
Fields Pharmacy					
Fine Design Flooring				
Fit and Able Physiotherapy Service			
Flower Loft, local and interflora florist		
French Horn Sonning				
Furness Consultancy Accountant			
Gardiners Nursing and Homecare 			
Gipsy Lane Dentists, tooth implants		
Great House, Sonning				
Haslams Estate Agents				
HC Motors Avenue Garage				
Henley Care Agency				
Hicks Group					
Hunt & Nash Estate Agents				
Inglewood Day Nursery and Preschool			
Ivy of Sonning Fine Indian Dining & Tea Room		
Janette Hammond Beauty Therapist & Perfumer
J C Lord Building Projects				
Kingfisher Bathrooms				
Loddon Framing, Picture Framing Services		
Luckley House School				
MC Cleaning					
Meadvale-Bays Mobile Bike Services			
Miles & Daughters Family Funeral Service		
Moulsford Preparatory School 			
Muck & Mulch, garden compost			
Odd Jobs						
OvenU Oven Valeting Services			
Oxford Aunts Care 				
Physiocare					
Portman Gardens					
Power Cars of Woodley				
Q1Care						
R & B Heating and Plumbing				
Reading Blue Coat School				
Richard Lloyd Funeral Services			
Richfield Flooring					
Right At Home In Home Care & Assistance		
Shiplake College					
Sonning Golf Club				
Sonning Mowers		
			
Sonning Scouts White Marquees			
Stylistix Ladies & Gentlemen’s Hairdressing		
Sunrise Senior Living				
Tomalin & Son Funeral Directors Monumental Masons
Tutor Doctor					
Village IT Support Service				
Water Softener Salt Online Deliveries			
Wentworth Textiles				
Westgate Electrical Services			
Window Cleaner					
Woodley Decor Painters & Decorators			
Woodley Gardens					

10
10
22
18
30
22
30
24
39
12
34
30
18
32
30
14
36
30
30
26
6
30
6
24
26
14
40
30
34
28
24
2
36
4
10
8
12
36
16
30
6
30
12
30
18
26
28
14
30
16
36
34
30
30
26
6
16
28
22
22
18
4
30
14
6
16
14
4
14
30
28
6
30
12
30

The Parish Magazine 39

Computer generated impression

Proud winners of the
Twyford Village Partnership
Business of the Year 2015
Call 0800 230 0206
or visit
www.bridgehouseoftwyford.co.uk
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The French Horn,
Sonning. Quality.
Wonderful food and wine
www.thefrenchhorn.co.uk
0118 969 2204

