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0118 960 1000  www.haslams.net

Haslams Estate Agents are specialists in the Reading area 
including Sonning. We’re successfully selling homes in your area 
and have many applicants seeking premium family homes. The 
two homes featured had multiple parties offering – those that 
weren’t successful are still searching for their perfect home. Our 
team have many year’s experience and in Sonning our Managing 
Director, Steve Woodford and Senior Valuer, Paul Hayhow carry 
out all our Valuations. If you are thinking about moving and would 
like a free valuation please call us to arrange.

More Properties 
Required

SOLD

ALL SOLD

May Tree House West Drive 

SOLD

Steve Woodford
Managing Director

Paul Hayhow
Senior Valuer
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Sunday 21 June
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 — 10.30am Parish Eucharist    
with Sunday Club
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EDITORIAL DEADLINE
Editorial deadline for the July/
August issue: Tuesday 9 June at 
12 noon. 

FRONT COVER picture
Leading the way. Revd Jamie 
Taylor leads church members, 
young, old and in-between, around 
the churchyard. Picture by Tom 
Farncombe

Weekly and 
monthly services

Baptisms
— 3 May
      Isaac Phoenix Hutchinson
— 17 May
      James Peter George Holbrook

Weddings
— 1 May, Graeme William Silk   
      & Amy Ruth Willett
— 1 May, Daniel Alexander   
      Maskell & Elze Vinskytee
— 23 May, Kristopher Kevin   
      Rundle & Jennifer Rose Hunt

Funerals
— 21 May
      Josephine Andrews    
      (Easthampstead Crematorium)
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• Extensive experience in caring for persons suffering from
strokes, muscular dystrophy, multiple sclerosis, spinal
injuries, motoneuron disease, Parkinson's, Alzheimer's
and dementia as well as providing palliative care.

• All nurses and carers are fully trained,
insured and DBS checked.

Live in Care - Daily Visits - Respite Care

Henley Care Agency
Care in your own home

For more information or to arrange
a home assessment call Izabela
directly on 07849 897 052

Tel. 01491 842915
Email. info@henleycare.co.uk

CQC Registered Provider 1-341050661
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The Vicar’s letter
De a r fr iends,

On page 13 of this issue we have a guest columnist, Canon Angela Tilby, 
writing about the importance of local churches providing lunch clubs, 
coffee mornings and other social focal points for a community. Angela, 
as well as being Canon of Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford, and a regular 
contributor to BBC Thought for the Day, was my tutor at theological 
college. She raises a very important issue which I have long believed we 
should do more to develop. Our hall project is very much part of our 
response to this, but we have to admit that we are starting from a low 
base, with most of our neighbouring churches having had such facilities 
for years. We can and should play a very significant part in bringing 
people together and as families are becoming more and more fractured 
and indeed fragmented, the need is compelling. I have been shocked 
since coming to this parish to learn how many senior citizens are isolated, cut off from family who live miles 
away or who are too busy to visit regularly enough. The loneliness that this brings is destructive and frankly 
saddens me every time I encounter it, which is often. 
      I was heartened to read of the wonderful turnout to the annual Charvil society tea party for elderly 
residents and would love to pop along there next time if invited. The fact that 100 residents turned up tells its 
own story. There is a need for this and more needs to be done. Well, we at St Andrew’s, as the parish church for 
Charvil as well as Sonning and Sonning Eye, have committed to this work, and once the hall is up and running 
it will be a delight to see a regular programme of activities, for all ages, develop and become a valued presence 
in the life of our community. 
      Since we launched the appeal exactly a year ago, the fund has reached £310,000 which is wonderful and 
sincere thanks to all who have been so generous. However, we as a fundraising group still have much work to 
do to get us over the £500,000 mark, and grant applications are now able to be sent in and so we wait for news 
with hopefulness. Please do have a think about helping us on the way. We really want to make a difference in 
this community, being of valuable service, meeting needs that are so obvious, but we need the facilities to do 
so. Other halls, including Jubilee Hall, are already heavily used which merely highlights the need for extra 
space. Of course, we could have totally re-ordered the entire interior of our church to create the facilities we 
need, something which many ancient churches have had to do for lack of outside space, St Laurence, Reading 
being a prominent example. However, quite apart from the enormous outcry this would have brought about, I 
am very happy to say that there are a significant number of occasions and services a year when we need every 
inch of space to accommodate worshippers. Such a solution was therefore not sensible or practical for us. The 
PCC has committed to bringing this project to fruition and I believe that, under God, we shall do just that and 
will look back with amazement that we ever managed without it.
      Of course, in addition to our work with the elderly which will come to pass in the hall, there is much we can 
do for other age groups. One local church runs a ‘Fathers and Toddlers’ group on a Saturday morning, allowing 
working dads the chance to spend time with their children in a semi structured way and allowing them the 
chance to meet with others in the same boat. I have a feeling, with some recent personal experience of toddlers, 
that such a group could be a helpful support where it is needed, but we shall see. The point is, in addition to 
providing space that is absolutely critical for our Sunday work in teaching the faith to the youngsters of our 
church family, this hall will be a blank canvas on which we can paint a vibrant and powerful statement of what 
it means to be a living church, fully engaging with the needs of our community. 
      We have come so far with this project, overcoming many hurdles along the way, so now let’s all work 
together to get to the finishing line and then down to work.

Best wishes
Jamie
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HOME CARER VACANCIES
Reading and surrounding villages 

Own Transport Essential
Highly competitive hourly rate of pay + mileage + holiday pay 

+ training and ongoing support
Full time, part time and live in care positions available

Are you the type of person you would want looking after you when 
you are older?

We help vulnerable people in the community with the chores of 
daily life so that they can continue living in their own homes.

You will be involved in a broad range of duties such as 
companionship and support, medication prompting, laundry and 
general housework.

We treat our clients with dignity, privacy and respect and we 
support our staff through continuous training and personal 
development.

Previous experience is ideal but not essential but you MUST have 
a caring and compassionate nature and a willingness to help and 
support others.

If you are looking for interesting and rewarding full or part time 
work in the local area then this could be just the job for you!

Q1Care Ltd, Highbridge House, 16-18 Duke Street, Reading, RG1 4RU 

To find out more about these worthwhile opportunities: 

     0118 902 3914     www.q1care.co.uk     

Q1 recruitment ad.indd   1 06/11/2014   15:29:53

TELEPHONE

0118 934 3171
Wed-Fri: 9.30am-5.30pm
Sat: 9.30am-4.00pm

Ladies and Gentlemen’s 
Hairdressing

3 Longfield Parade, Longfield Road

Twyford  RG10 9AN

 

 
KINGFISHER   BATHROOMS 

 

Plumbing – Plastering – Tiling 
. . . and all associated work 

 
 

140 Kingfisher Drive, Woodley, Reading RG5 3LQ 
0778 897 2921 

email: markt@kingfisher-bathrooms.com 
www.kingfisher-bathrooms.com 

 
 

in 

 
 

 
1210 Parkview, Arlington Business Park, Theale, Berkshire. RG7 4TY
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New churchwarden
At the Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting on 22 April, Mark Sullivan 
was elected to serve alongside Liz 
Nelson as parish churchwarden 
following the retirement of Terry 
Hunt. Mark is a lawyer and is 
married to Jenny who is in training 
for the Licensed Lay Ministry.

Confirmation
Have you ever thought about being 
confirmed? It is an important step 
of faith and we accept young people 
from about the age of 10½ years 
upwards and there will also be an 
adult group. Informal preparation 
sessions begin in September, with 
the bishop coming on Advent 
Sunday, 29 November, to confirm 
candidates. This only happens every 
other year in this parish so take the 
plunge if you have been thinking 
about this for a while. Alison, Jamie 
or Bob will be very happy to talk 
with you if you would like to find out 
more.

Parish pub games evening
The third parish pub games evening 
is to be held on Saturday 20 June, 
7.30pm, in Jubilee Hall. It includes 
a ploughman’s supper as well as the 
chance to enjoy the most popular 
pub and family games - all for only £5 
per person. More details about this 
can be found on page 29 of this issue, 
or from Sue Peters on 961 1188. 

For your prayers in June
— Staff and pupils of Charvil Piggott  
      CofE School
— Relief work continuing in Nepal
— Our junior choir members 
— Those considering confirmation

Mark Sullivan, your new churchwarden

St Andrew’s Easter Holiday Club was a very exciting week spent exploring 
science and inventions as well as learning about the enormity of God’s love 
and care for the world and human beings. 

For five mornings after Easter, 45 children enjoyed experimenting, creating, 
performing and exploring, together with Professor Boffin (aka Revd Alison) 
and his able assistant Brainwave (Rebecca Cann).

Each day, Professor Boffin’s Mega Machine, grew and 
improved, teaching us about the wonders of science and 
engineering, as well as exploring Bible stories revealing 
the faithfulness of Jesus.  

 Important British inventors 
inspired our teams, with the winners 
being Starley, whose namesake 
invented the safety bicycle. Boats 
were built - out of everything from 
shoe boxes to fruit - delicious bread 
and biscuits cooked, mini-gardens 
planted and extraordinary bridges 
designed and constructed from 
spaghetti and marshmallows - with 
mixed results. New songs were learnt and, very 
importantly, new friends were made.

A huge thank you to everyone who took part 
and made it such fun, and particularly to the 
leaders and helpers without whom this week 
would not be possible.
      We look forward to next year when we shall be 
spies on an important rescue mission. 
      Dumm, dumm, dum, dum...

Visit the St Andrew’s 
Church stand at the 
Charvil Village Show 

Saturday 13 June    
See centre pages!

 the parish noticeboard — 1

Celebrating the 
love of God and 
inventions . . .
By Revd Alison



8 The Parish Magazine





 



The average UK home is now taking around 8 weeks to sell 
(56 days) which is 11 days quicker than this time last year. 

 
We urgently require more properties to sell and let 
to keep up with the demand for homes in the area. 

 
So if you’re thinking of your next move , call us today for a 

free, no obligation market appraisal on 
 

0118 934 1000  
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Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

The Church of St Andrew serving Charvil, Sonning and Sonning Eye

St Andrew’s Church Hall Appeal

 the parish noticeboard — 2

Total so far: £313,148
New Community Hall Fund 500,000

400,000

300,000

200,000

100,000

0

If you shop online you can add to the total above by joining 
giveasyoulive.com/join.sonningpcc - and it won’t cost you anything!

An evening for the parish archives

It was a night to remember. £2,120 was added to the new 
community hall fund. The 70th anniversary of Victory in 
Europe was celebrated in traditional style. And those who 
sacrificed their lives for our freedom were honoured.

The VE Day Celebration Concert staged jointly by about 100 
musicians and singers from Reading Blue Coat School and 
St Andrew’s Church was a wonderful night of emotion, joy, 
amazement, hilarity and uplifting patriotism.

There was the emotional reminder of those who gave 
up their lives for us as the Blue Coat Chamber Choir sang 
unaccompanied We will remember them, the well known words 
used at every Remembrance service. There was the joy of 
hearing again the Blue Coat Swing Band powerfully capturing 
a real sense of swing, the amazement at the skill and 
dexterity of so much young talent in our parish, the hilarity 
of the vicar’s rendition of Mrs Beamish, and the rousing Battle 
of the Britannias led by Caroline Taylor and Kate Cromar.

Walking through the churchyard before the concert began 
I saw of a group of young people outside practising. Elsewhere 
individuals were warming up. A lad was leaning on a wall  
playing the saxophone.
Crammed tightly in
the St Sarik room the 
St Andrew’s young 
choristers were 
singing. If it had been 
raining, as it was an 
hour later, I’m not sure
how they would have 
coped. This is another 
very good reason I 
thought, that the 
sooner we build our new hall the better.
     As our totaliser shows a lot of people 
have been hugely generous. We are 
almost there and we thank everyone
who has supported the effort so far. 
     Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could 
give our young musicians and singers
a decent place to rehearse before 
celebrating the 71st anniversary of VE 
Day next year? And we already have 
elderly residents asking about joining 
the lunch club to be run in the new hall. 
All we need is your help. Thank you!

The rousing Battle of the Britannias

St Andrew’s Church young choristers

Reading Blue Coat School’s powerful swing band The vicar as Mrs Beamish

By Bob Peters Pictures: Tom Farncombe
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Five generations of experience 

serving Sonning since 1826 - 

we know we will make a difference

Reading Head Office 0118 957 3650

Henley Office 01491 413434

Caversham 0118 9477007

Other branches: Wokingham, Bracknell, Thatcham

For information about our funeral

and memorial masonry services: 

Golden Charter
Funeral Plans

Hicks MOT & 
Service Centre
We offer a complete, well equipped,  

modern workshop for all your  
vehicle servicing or repair needs

WHILE YOU WAIT 

MOT TEST
AND SERVICE CENTRE

15 Headley Road, Woodley RG5 4JB

Tel: 0118 944 1808

	Private & Commercial Vehicle Repairs
	Air Conditioning Service
	Free Courtesy Car (subject to availability)

Open 7.30am - 
5.30pm (Weekdays)

Hicks  
Joinery Ltd  

Joinery Manufacturers.  
Wood Finishing 

Tel: Reading  
0118 969 0595

The Hicks  
Group

Hicks  
Developments Ltd 

Property Developers  
Tel: Reading 0118 969 0595

The independent day school in Reading for girls aged 3–18

�e Abbey School

NEW
!

For more information about these sessions please visit our website. 
To book a place(s) please email
stayandplay@theabbey.co.uk

Toddler Stay and Play
Bring your busy bee to  

The Abbey Stay and Play!
All are welcome to our fun and creative themed play  

sessions for toddlers on the first Friday of the month in 
term time from 9.30-11.00am.     

Next session:  
Friday 5 June 

www.theabbey.co.uk
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From 
the 
editor’s 
desk

The persecuted church and how to support it
 the parish noticeboard — 3

I love bonfires. My love dates back to my 
childhood when, as a Boy Scout, I was 
introduced to camp fires and learnt that 
fire can be fun if you respect it. 

It was bonfires that sparked (pun 
intended) my interest in gardening and 
why at this time of year I find it hard 
to sit at my desk. I lived in semi-rural 
Essex and in our garden was a strip of 
wasteland that I persuaded my parents 
to let me use to grow strawberries. I had 
to clear it first, of course, which meant 
having a bonfire, and in the autumn 
local farmers burnt off the straw on 
their strawberry fields which I also 
thought must be great fun!

My strawberry patch was adjacent 
to the local policeman’s house. He not 
only saw his role as upholder of the law 
but also protector of the environment. I 
knew that my bonfires had to obey the 
rules otherwise I would suffer a ‘clip 
round the ear’. The rules were simple: 
— no fires on Sunday, the day of rest
— no fires on Monday, washing day 
when the wrath of local housewives 
could be even more frightening than 
that of the village policeman
— no fires before sunset, and even 
then, I had to check that neighbours 
were not in their gardens or had 
washing on the line, or that smoke 
would blow into their homes.

I have always followed these 
rules and found that wherever I have 
lived - South Wales, Sussex, Kent, 
Cambridge and Woodley - everyone 
else did as well. That is, until I moved 
into this parish. Why is it that here 
so many people don’t know the rules? 

Why is it that when going into the 
garden on a fresh sunny morning, 
or pegging out washing - I now have 
greater sympathy with the housewives 
of my childhood! - do I so often find the 
air thick with smoke and ash? 

Bonfires can be fun, but like all good 
things, there is a time and place for 
them. Please, before lighting up think 
about your neighbours. I’m sure that 
Jesus did not have bonfires on his mind 
when he said, ‘love your neighbour as 
yourself’ . . .  but it makes a lot of sense!

The girls from Chibok are still missing, one year on 
It was late in the evening when seven Toyota pickup trucks emerged from the 
dense Sambisa forest and rolled into the north Nigerian town of Chibok. They 
drove to the senior secondary school, where the men on the trucks - heavily 
armed members of the Islamist group Boko Haram - overpowered the security 
guards. They herded 252 female students, aged between 16 and 20, onto the 
trucks and drove away deep into the forest, into the darkness, into the night. 
Most were Christians, members of the Church of the Brethren. The abduction 
took place on 14 April 2014. About 20 girls managed to escape, but the 
remaining 232 have not been heard of since. 

That was a year ago. So, where are the Chibok girls? The Chairman of the 
Chibok parents group claims to know from a reliable source that they are still 
being held in a single group. 

Local sources say the likelihood is that they have been moved to another 
country, possibly Niger. There are also worrying rumours emerging from Bama 
- a town in northern Nigeria that was liberated from Boko Haram - that the 
insurgents ordered mass executions before they fled. Although these reports 
are unsubstantiated, we can only hope and pray that the girls will either be 
released or can be safely rescued. 

Please pray for:
— the missing girls, that they may be released or safely rescued
— the oppressed and traumatised Christians of northern Nigeria, that they   
      will know God’s strength
— protection for Open Doors workers risking their lives to take aid and   
      support to Christians in these dangerous areas.
Full article on the Open Doors website: 
opendoorsuk.org/news/stories/nigeria_150413_1.php?ref=story1 

Safe havens for Christians diminishing in north-east Syria
Up to 1,200 Christian families took refuge in the north-east Syrian city of 
Hassake after Islamic State (IS) fighters stormed several mainly Christian 
villages on the Khabur river earlier this year. Forced to abandon their homes 
and flee for safety, there are no Christians left in the Khabur villages, according 
to local residents.

But even Christians in Hassake are desperate to leave in search of safety 
across the border. As IS gained more control over the region, crosses were taken 
down from churches and Christians were forbidden from wearing crosses 
around their necks and from driving (or even riding in) cars, says one Christian 
from Hassake.

Since January, Syrians have officially required visas to enter Lebanon, 
which has made it impossible for most refugees to enter legally. However, some 
Syrian refugees are allowed to cross into Lebanon through the painstaking 
work of church leaders to assure safe passage. For those who decide to leave, 
the journey is a perilous one where many arrive with only what they are able to 
carry.

There are still 232 Assyrian Christians being held by IS following the 
kidnappings on 23 February in the Khabur villages.

Please pray for:
 — safety and security for the Christians in Syria 
 — for safe release of those held by the IS kidnappers
Full article on the Barnabas Fund website:
barnabasfund.org/news/Safe-havens-for-Christians-rapidly-diminish-in-north-
eastern-Syria?audience=GB 
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bridging the gap  
enabling independence at home

For further information contact:  
01491 578 758
Email: bonny@bridgeshomecare.co.uk
Bridges Home Care, Oxford House, Highlands Lane  
Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 4PS

30 years experience providing care and 
supporting families in their own homes

Coeducational Christian Day & Boarding School for pupils aged 11-18 

Welcoming Boys from September 2015

Luckley House School, Wokingham
T: 0118 978 4175 E: Registrar@luckleyhouseschool.org

W: www.luckleyhouseschool.org

Open Evening
Join us for a Pimms on the lawn on Thurs 4 June at 6.15pm

Open House
Every Friday morning at 9.30 am

Woodley Decor 
Painters & Decorators 

Established Since 1969 
 

                                                         
No job too small 

All work guaranteed 
 

For a free quotation, contact us on:  
0118 969 6828 

Or visit our web site: www.woodleydecor.co.uk 
 

                          
                                                                                                                                

93 Western Avenue, Woodley, Berkshire. RG5 3BL 

Inglewood Day  
Nursery and Preschool
Offering ‘Outstanding’ high-quality  
childcare for ages 3 months – 5years

Sonning Lane • Sonning • RG4 6ST
email: Inglewood@brighthorizons.com 
tel: 01189 448338 

www.brighthorizons.co.uk
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Back in Time for Dinner, has been a wittily titled series 
about families and food, featuring the Robshaw family: 
Brandon, Rochelle and their three children, re-living 50 
years of domestic cooking and eating, from the fifties to 
the nineties. 

Along the way they put up with having their kitchen 
redesigned from an austere fridge-free box in the fifties, 
to the expansive family room of the nineties, via the 
the orange and brown weirdness of the seventies. Their 
shopping and eating was patterned on the fascinating 
archive of the British Food Survey which from 1940 to 2000 
documented family meals prepared by British housewives. 
The Robshaws began their reliving of food history in the 
fifties with no fridge, five ounces of meat (liver), one egg 
per person per week and the hideous ‘National Loaf’, often 
with dripping. This was austerity, and the Robshaws were 
visibly hungry on post war rations. Rochelle slaved away 
in the kitchen all day, Brandon came home for a cooked 
lunch which he ate in solitary splendour. ‘This could break 
a woman’ said Rochelle, desperately as she leaned over the 
cooker. (I remember my mother saying much the same thing 
to my seven year old self as she sagged over the wringer).  

Of course food is always about 
more than food as the religions 
have always known. It is about 
conversation, relationship, inclusion. 
Who cooks what and where and for 
whom, and how it is eaten, shapes 
families and thus society. It was 
gripping to see the friendly and 
gregarious Brandon beginning to act 
the part of distant patriarch when 
he found himself excluded from the 
kitchen. 

The trend over 50 years has 
been for cheaper and cheaper food, 
access to different cuisines and new 
ingredients. With this is a greater 
informality in dining along with 
much greater individual fussiness 
about what we eat. The Robshaws 
still eat together but perhaps less 
often. The technology of eating has 
influenced us less than we might 
think. Cookers are still cookers, 
but we don’t use the freezer or the 
microwave in quite the way it was 
assumed we would. All that chopping 
and blanching never really happened 
and as for the whole Sunday lunch in 
the microwave – surely no one really 
used Bovril to ‘brown’ the chicken 
breast? 

Research continues into our 
shopping and eating habits but 
I was rather sad to discover that 

some these days refuse to take 
part because they think it is an 
invasion of privacy. That speaks of 
real fragmentation in society; the 
family meal no longer educating 
us into an attitude of hospitality 
towards neighbours and strangers. 

It occurred to me as the series ended 
this week that the ministry of the 
Church in its lunch clubs and coffee 
mornings is more important and 
sacramental than we might think.  

Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

Then you might like to discuss the 
possibility of getting married in our 
ancient and beautiful parish church. 

If so, call the vicar, Jamie 
0118 969 3298

He will be pleased to help you!

Planning a wedding?

THE CHURCH OF ST ANDREW SERVING
CHARVIL, SONNING AND SONNING EYE

In addition to the stunning and historic location in Sonning, we will work 
hard to provide you with a memorable and moving occasion. We can 

provide a choir, organ, peal of eight bells, beautiful flowers, over 100 lit 
candles set in our ornate Victorian chandeliers and the use of our beautiful 

churchyard as a backdrop for your photographs. 

The importance of church lunch clubs
By Canon Angela Tilby

Our guest columnist, Angela Tilby, seen here with Jamie on a visit to 
our parish last year 

Reprinted, with permission, from 
The Church Times 24 April 2015
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Home users & small businesses in the Wargrave, Henley, 
Twyford, Bray, Cookham, Bisham, Sonning and surrounding areas. 

At your office or home. One-to-One personal tuition, 
Advice, Set-up and Installation. 

PC Health-Check, Tune-Up, Virus & Spyware, Data Recovery, 
Email & Office, Broadband, Wired & Wireless Networks, 

Skype/VOIP & Webcams. 
Microsoft Windows, XP, Vista & Windows 7 Operating Systems. 

No job too small or too large 

Home users & small businesses in the Twyford, Charvil, 
Sonning, Woodley, Wargrave and surrounding areas.
At your office or home. One-to-One personal tuition, 

Advice, Set-up and Installation.
PC Health-Check, Tune-Up, Virus & Spyware, Data Recovery, 

Email & Office, Broadband, Wired & Wireless Networks, 
Skype/VOIP & Webcams.

Microsoft Windows 8, 7 and all earlier versions.
New - Smartphone (e.g. iPhone, Android, Blackberry, 
Windows) and iPad/Tablet advice set up and integration.

CHRIS   the plumber
I offer a friendly, reliable service from 
a dripping tap to installing radiators 
and full heating systems

All general plumbing undertaken 
Emergency call out available

Contact Chris Duvall
Free no obligation quote

E: christheplumber75@googlemail.com
M: 0785 095 6354       Tel: 0118 926 4690

WHITE MARQUEES
For hire

 All proceeds used for funds of 
1st Sonning Scout Group

Suitable for all events, 
parties, fetes etc.
We Deliver, Erect, 

Take Down and Collect!

Suggested donation of only £175
Discount for Registered Charities

Trefor 07789 880072
 Marquee@sonningscouts.co.uk

MUCK ‘N’ MULCH 
ORGANIC MANURE COMPOST 

We deliver to private gardens, landscapers, 
allotments and gardening clubs 

 

FREE DELIVERY 
 

Processed stable manure compost 
can be used all year round for feeding and mulching 

Spreading service available. Minimum delivery ten bags 
Half pallet (35 bags) Full pallet (70 bags) 

 

24 Hours: 07831 437989 
Freephone Muck ‘n’ Mulch on 0800 7810137 

www.muckandmulch.co.uk 
info@muckandmulch.co.uk 

 
in 

 
 

The F lower Loft
Individually designed Floral Gifts 

for all occasions
Same day local delivery service

Wedding and Event Flowers
Floral Tributes

Sympathy Flowers

             INTERFLORA FLORIST 

The Flower Loft
LADD’s Garden Village

A4 Bath Road, Hare Hatch RG10 9SB

0118 940 3804
www.theflowerloftatladds.co.uk

Serving our local communities for 10 years

TOMALIN & SON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Monumental Mason

An Independent & Family-Owned Funeral Service
24 Hours Personal Attention / Private Chapel of Rest

Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames

Tel:
01491-573370
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Revd Alison WatersRevd Jamie Taylor

Who does what? — Part 1
minist ry t e a m

Jenny SullivanBob Peters

Mark SullivanLiz Nelson

wa r dens

Perry MillsMolly Woodley

deputy wardens

Shirley ChardJohn Scoble

pcc offici a l s

More than 120 people serving the Church of St Andrew

Emma LeggettHilary Rennie

Alison ElmsRory Symes

Raj Kamari-KettleStuart Clarke 

Stuart BowmanRichard Moore

pcc member s

Rachael ArgentTerry Hunt

Pat GroveSonia Boyles

st a ndr ew ’s  church employ ees
Administrator Verger Gardener Jubilee Hall

MORE

In ‘The Vicar’s Report’ 2015, Revd Jamie Taylor, said: ‘St Andrew’s is so 
dependent on its voluntary helpers, whether church welcomers, sidespersons, 
servers, choristers, readers, flower arrangers, bell ringers, fundraisers, PCC 
members, Sunday Club leaders, social committee members, lay ministers, 
deputy wardens, brass cleaners, coffee makers, bankers, pastoral visitors, 
light bulb changers, Friends trustees, those who commit to pray for our 
congregation and outreach ... and church wardens.’ 

We thought that it might be useful to produce a summary of ‘Who Does What?  
knowing, of course, that it is going to be impossible to include absoutely 
everyone. On this and the following page we publish ‘Part 1’ of this summary. 
Future issues will contain other parts.

The list of names currently stands at 124 - the jobs they do is more than this 
because many people volunteer for more than one. 

Yet, every leader of every group will always tell you that new volunteers 
are always made very welcome. If you would like to join any of the teams of 
volunteers please speak to someone in the appropriate group, a church warden, 
or a member of the ministry team. We look forward to adding your name to 
‘Who does What in St Andrew’s Church’! 

Volunteers are the life and soul of your church

Tom Farncombe
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READING BLUE COAT SCHOOL
An Independent Day School for Boys, with a Co-Educational Sixth Form

www.rbcs.org.uk

Come and take a look!

Call
0118 944 1005 
for an
informal
chat with
our
Admissions 
team

Drop in for a tour today, or call us on
0118 944 4300 to fi nd out more.

Sunrise of Sonning, Old Bath Road, Sonning, Berkshire RG4 6TQ

sunrise-care.co.uk/sonning

A Brighter Approach
to Senior Living

When it comes to senior care, Sunrise continues to set the standard. 
Our expertly trained staff and the high quality personalised care we 
offer are changing the way people view senior living.

Whether it’s assisted living, nursing or specialist dementia care, 
everything we do is born from a commitment to providing only
the very best care to older people.

ADV_SON_0115_ParishMagazine_01.indd   1 07/01/2015   10:58

JH
Home based beauty therapist since 1996

email | janette@janettehammond.co.uk 

tel | 07917 818283
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Peter KemmPauline Needham

Sue Thomas

Mark Jordan 
manages the list 

of welcomers who 
enable us to keep the 
church open 7 days a 
week. Call him on:

0118 940 1431 
Robert Townsend

Rob Needham

Helen KemmGeoffrey Harvey

Paul TyrrellPam Elliston

Hugh Rogers

Alison Clayton Andrew PriceAndrew Elliston

church w el comer s

Matthew Cherry
Penny Feathers
Heather Hine
Mark Sullivan
Derek Smith
Terry Hunt
Ann Jordan
John Russell
John Scoble
Pam Scoble
Jean Collin
Linda Bowes
Richard Moore
Caroline Taylor 
Peter Van Went
Daphne Nichols

r e a der s
Every service 
includes a reading 
from the Bible 
and at most there 
is one read by a 
lay member of the 
church. At family 
services the 
reading is usually 
by a young 
person. While 
their names have 
not be included 
here this does not 
detract from the 
importance of the 
role they play in 
the life of 
St Andrew’s.

flow er a r r a nger s
Who does what? — Part 1

bell r inger s

Anne Turner, Barbara McGregor, Catherine Penny, Devina Symes, 
Fay Ayling, Gene Jones, Jackie Reeves, Janette Crouch, Joan Pratt, 
Judy Baldwin, Linda Peters, Molly Woodley, Morag Campbell, 
Pam Sims, Pauline Farrant, Pauline Simmonds, Penny Feathers, 
Rose Prescott, Rosemary Nutbrown, Susan Main-Morris, Valerie 
Buxton, Valerie Moncur, Wendy Williams

Alan Furness, Alan Howe, Annabella Marks, 
Barbara & Claude Masters, Christine Sewart, 
Claire Giles, Colin & Joan Pierce, Dave Costard, 
David Hancorn, Fay Ayling, Jane Rowlands, Janet 
Giles, Janet Robson, Jim and Joan Pratt, Judith 
Seward, Julie Whitfield, June Thorogood, Kate 
Pippett, Liz Nelson, Margaret Gregory, Margaret 
Miklos, Marigold Couper, Mark Jordan, Molly 
Woodley, Pam Scoble, Pat Grove, Pat Morgan, Paul 
Tyrrell, Pauline Simmonds, Penny Feathers, Peter 
van Went, Sandra Grist, Sue Thomas, Terry Hunt, 
Wendy Hunt, Wendy Williams

Sue Portsmouth

Part 2, to be published in a future issue of 
The Parish Magazine, will include pastoral visitors, 

choristers, Sunday Club leaders, sidespeople, servers 
and others.

Other bell ringers: 
Alan Smith, Claire 
Shuttleworth, 
and Mary Webb.

friends of st andrew’s

Keith Nichols

Keith Nichols is chairman of the 
Friends of St Andrew’s Church 
(FoStAC), an independent charity 
that raises money through 
donations to preserve, repair, 
restore and improve the church 
building. The other FoStAC 
trustees are: Hilary Rennie, Sally 
Wilson, Bob Hine, Martin Boyles, 
Janet Giles, Peter Goodacre and 
Wendy Williams..
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INCLUSIVE • INDIVIDUAL • INSPIRATIONAL

Independent HMC Day and Boarding 
School for 420 Pupils

Boys aged 11-18 • Girls aged 16-18

Beautiful 45 acre site overlooking the River Thames

State-of-the-art ‘Thinking Space’, Lecture Theatre,    
Art and Music Departments now open

Outstanding pastoral care, co-curricular provision and 
academic value-added

www.shiplake.org.uk

CANON TREE CARE
EXPERIENCED  QUALIFIED  INSURED

In association with TAKA ISHII  Green Garden Design (Japan)            

OFFICE - MON-FRI 8.45-5.30: 
READING 0845 034 0962
OUT OF OFFICE HOURS: 

MOBILE 0779 931 5661
CTC.Julian@yahoo.co.uk

•	 Pruning,	Felling	&	Planting		
•	 Reductions,	Thinning	&	Dead	Wooding	
•		Dangerous	Trees	Saved	&	Made	Safe
•		Modern	Noninvasive	Cable	Bracing
•		Stump	Grinding	&	Removal
•		Tree	Problem	Diagnosis
•	Japanese	Ornamental		
				Tree	Pruning	 READING

WINDSOR

MAIDENHEAD

BRACKNELL

SONNING

A.F. Jones
Stonemasons

Limited

Established in 1858

01491 574 644
www.etsheppard.co.uk

36 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames RG9 1AG

0118 9573 537
www.afjones.co.uk

33 Bedford Road, Reading, RG1 7EX

57732 AF Jones Parish Magazine Advert.indd   1 19/11/2014   10:43
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On 11 January I flew to Durban, 
South Africa with 21 other UK 
volunteers to meet 16 South African 
volunteers who completed our team. 
We spent our first week together 
during orientation, getting to know 
each other and learning about South 
African culture before dividing into 
project teams to work in different 
parts of the KwaZulu-Natal province.

My project team consisted of 
Elisabeth, Matt and myself from 
the UK, and Sinamandla and 
Faith from SA. We were based in a 
township called Mariannridge, about 
30km west of Durban city centre. 
Mariannridge was built during the 
time of Apartheid in the 1970’s as a 
place to put the ‘unwanted’ people of 
mixed races from other areas. This 
led to the people living there being 
given an identity of unworthiness. 
They felt unvalued, so there is 
understandably still a lot of hurt and 
unresolved conflict in the area. 

We felt, therefore, that it was 
really important for us to learn 
from the people in the community 
in order to work alongside them, 
and living in host families                                 
provided us with the perfect 
opportunity to build relationships 

and begin to understand where     
they were coming from.

The main issues in the   
community are the amount of  
people getting involved with drugs    
and substance abuse from a young 
age, resulting in a lot of them 
dropping out of school, and also high 
teenage pregnancy rates. Because 
of this a lot of the projects were 
focussed at this young age group. We 
aimed to give them something to do 
and provide them with goals to work 
towards, whether that be a drama 
performance or finding employment.

As we were the first team to work 
in Mariannridge we were able to 
pioneer and work in areas we are 
passionate about. Thus we ran drama 
workshops after school, which led 
to a very successful performance 
at the end of our placement; craft 
workshops, teaching the basics 
of working with leather; two 
employment skills courses, teaching 
members of the community about 
the employment process, helping 
them with interview skills and 
writing CVs; basic computer literacy 
sessions, where we worked one to 
one with people at the level they 
needed; and we helped one of the 
young leaders in the community 
begin to create a portfolio of all 
the work she was doing as a dance 
teacher, as well as help her get 
involved with a big dance company 
in the city. We were also able to start 

building relationships with a number 
of people in both the primary and 
secondary schools in the community. 

This will hopefully mean that 
the teams following us will be able 
to quickly implement things such 
as a reading support programme. 
We hope they will also continue 
with the other projects we started, 
in particular the computer 
literacy sessions which proved 
both incredibly popular within 
the community and were also 
very rewarding for us to see the 
improvement in ability they achieved 
in such a short period of time.

My experience living and working 
in this community was amazing 
and completely eye opening to me, 
and one I would recommend to any 
18-25 year old. You can read more 
about our experiences on the blog 
we updated during our placement: 
tfsa2015.wordpress.com. Thank you 
again for your support .

In our February issue Michaela McGregor wrote about 
her plans for a 10 week placement in South Africa on 
an International Citizen Service (ICS) programme in 
partnership with Tearfund. The scheme brings together young 
people to fight poverty and to make a difference where it is 
needed most. Now, back in the UK, she sent us this update 
about her life-changing experience . . .

The Mariannridge project team: left to right, 
(back) Elisabeth, Michaela, Faith, and (front) 
Matt and Sinamandla

Above: drama script writing
Left: computer literacy skills
Below: employment skills

Michaela’s fundraising page 
is still open at: 

justgiving.com/MichaelaMcGregor  
All the money she raises will support 
the ICS programmes started during 

her 10 weeks in South Africa.

Ten weeks that began to change lives
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Saturday 13 June 2015

FREE ADMISSION

Children’s Art Competition entries to the hall

Fete opens

Scotty’s Circus Workshop

Uncle Charley’s Magic Show

Scotty’s Circus Workshop

Uncle Charley’s Magic Show

Raffle draw and prize-giving

10.00am

12.00pm

1.30pm

2.15pm

3.00pm

4.00pm

Barbecue - Local Beers & Wines - Tea & Cakes - Sweet Stall - Miniature Train Rides - Daleks - Bouncy Castle - Fairground Organ - Charvil Art Group Exhibition - Ice Creams - Stalls Supporting Local Charities 
.  .  .  AND LOTS MORE!

Kids’ Competition

 Show off your artistic skills with our 

children’s art and craft competition.

Children may enter as many times as they 

like and for FREE. 

Judging takes place on the day. Good luck! 

Any queries, call Marianne on 934 5641

— draw or paint a picture with a circus theme

— or create a 3D model or scene of the circus

— or design a clown’s make-up

Learn Circus Skills! Brush up your juggling, try your hand at spinning plates, learn to walk 
on stilts, and much more at Scotty’s Circus Workshop. Scotty comes from a long

line of circus entertainers and will be sharing his skills with children and
adults at this year’s fete. We will also be joined by Uncle 

Charley, ‘the clown without make up’  for more fun!

Last year, Charvil Village Fete went to the seaside, with our very own beach!  Amazing sandcastles were built, great fun was had and hundred’s of pounds raised for local charities and community groups. Join the fun again this year as we go to the Circus!
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Saturday 13 June 2015

OPEN 12-5 PM

Children’s Art Competition entries to the hall

Fete opens

Scotty’s Circus Workshop

Uncle Charley’s Magic Show

Scotty’s Circus Workshop

Uncle Charley’s Magic Show

Raffle draw and prize-giving

Barbecue - Local Beers & Wines - Tea & Cakes - Sweet Stall - Miniature Train Rides - Daleks - Bouncy Castle - Fairground Organ - Charvil Art Group Exhibition - Ice Creams - Stalls Supporting Local Charities 
.  .  .  AND LOTS MORE!

Kids’ Competition RulesTrapezes, strongmen, human cannonballs, fire-eaters, 
lions and elephants, clowns in funny cars, ringmasters, 
acrobats, jugglers. Include whatever you want and let your imagination run wild!Entries will be judged in the following age groups
 4 and under    5-8 years    9-11 years    12-16 years

All entries need to be clearly labelled with the child’s 
name, age, address and phone number. Please bring 

them to the Village Hall by 10.00am on the morning 
of the fete. Prizes for the winners will be given out at 4.00pm before the raffle.

Learn Circus Skills! Brush up your juggling, try your hand at spinning plates, learn to walk 
on stilts, and much more at Scotty’s Circus Workshop. Scotty comes from a long

line of circus entertainers and will be sharing his skills with children and
adults at this year’s fete. We will also be joined by Uncle 

Charley, ‘the clown without make up’  for more fun!

Last year, Charvil Village Fete went to the seaside, with our very own beach!  Amazing sandcastles were built, great fun was had and hundred’s of pounds raised for local charities and community groups. Join the fun again this year as we go to the Circus!
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33 Right at Home  28/09/2012  10:23  Page 1

The Homestead, Park Lane, Charvil, Reading RG10 9TR
email: sales@thebmgc.com

www.thebmgc.com

call us on 0118 934 5016

For cost effective, locally produced, quality graphics

10% of the value of your first order will be donated to the
new community hall fund when you quote Ref: BMGC-CH

• PVC banners
• Roller banners
• Posters
• Point of sale
• Shop signage

• Window graphics
• Exhibition systems
• Vehicle livery
• Signage for commerce
• Corporate branding

• Bespoke wall coverings
• Graphic design
• Web design and hosting
• Wedding table plans
• Installation services
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Most Sonning residents will be well aware of the 
devastating clearance of the trees and scrub from the 
entire length of Sonning Cutting. Some will be aware 
that I intervened last September after being contacted 
by concerned local residents and managed to persuade 
Network Rail not to remove every single tree and shrub, 
but instead to pollard the oaks, coppice the other species 
and retain a reasonable proportion of 
the scrub and cut timber on site. Time 
will tell as to how successful this 
approach will be, but one thing is for 
sure, it is a better option for the 
wildlife and landscape than the 
original proposal. 

Despite the modification of the plans, there are still very 
significant ongoing concerns from local residents about this 
work and I thought it would be useful to update The Parish 
Magazine readers by quoting verbatim, some very pertinent 
questions from local resident Herjot Randhawa and the 
answers provided by Network Rail (NR) and Wokingham 
Borough Council (WBC), as follows:

— Why has there been no clear consultation to us as 
neighbours relating to the works that Network Rail has 
carried out? 
NR: Communication continues to be an issue with some 
households receiving updates and others not. Apologies if 
you have not received adequate communication – we have 
attempted to stay in touch with as many residents as possible 
but clearly have not achieved this to the extent we would want 
to. We will redouble our efforts.
—I would really like to know how Network Rail has been 
allowed to carry out the works to the extent they have. We 
were never advised it would be to this extent. If I wanted to cut 
a tree in my garden or build on my land I would have to submit 
countless applications to the local council. Was this done? If 
so, why hasn’t the local council informed the neighbouring 
residents of what was approved and the impact this would 
have on the neighbouring households. Surely Wokingham 
Borough Council has an obligation to do this? 
NR: Network Rail is permitted to carry out vegetation 
management works which are necessary for the safe running 
of the trains.
WBC: The trees in Sonning Cutting were not subject to any 
legal protection and there was no legal requirement for 
Network Rail to apply to the council for permission to fell 
these trees.
— What has Wokingham Borough Council’s involvement 
been in this entire process with residents to date? I’m quite 
surprised how quiet they have been, given the severity of the 
work being carried out.
WBC: Wokingham Borough Council became involved last 
September as a result of a call from a local resident who 
had concerns about the work. From that time Wokingham 
Borough Council sent a number of detailed emails, made 
a number of telephone calls to Network Rail and filled in 
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online complaint forms. We also drew Network Rail’s 
attention to their new duties (as a newly nationalised body) 
under S.40 of the NERC Act: Every public authority must, 
in exercising its functions have regard, so far as is consistent 
with the proper exercise of those functions, to the purpose of 
conserving biodiversity. Overall, we consider that a reasonable 
compromise has been reached, greatly assisted by the good 
work of a committed, knowledgeable and experienced local 
resident, Mr Driver.
— What’s going to be done regarding the increase in noise? 
I have young children who are now frightened to go into the 
garden because of how loud the noise is from the train lines. 
NR: The noise levels will be reduced significantly when the 
lines are electrified as the rolling stock is far quieter than the 
existing diesel stock. In addition, as scrub vegetation regrows 
on the embankment it will improve the noise absorption.
— Our houses are now fully exposed to the other residents 
on the other side of the bank (Woodley) and vice versa. We 
have lost our privacy. What’s going to be done to address this?
NR: We will be installing fencing in some parts of the fence 
line which will provide a degree of additional privacy at 
ground level; however the pollarded trees will grow in time to 
create a screen.
 — The work currently carried out has affected the valuation 
of our properties. This will probably worsen with the erection 
of overhead line equipment. Is Network Rail going to 
compensate the residents for their actions?
NR: No – we have no statutory responsibility in this regard.

Cutting to the chase ...  before and after
By Alastair Driver

We asked another resident affected by this issue for her 
comments. This is her response: ‘As soon as the work began 
at Sonning Cutting last year, I contacted Network Rail and 
their contractors to express my alarm and requested that they 
immediately pause the work to allow a reassessment of the 
situation. This resulted in a revised plan which mitigated some 
of the worst aspects of the work. However, I know that many 
residents remain deeply disappointed about the loss of trees and 
vegetation. I have taken this up with senior figures in Network 
Rail and also the Secretary of State for Transport, encouraging 
an alternative approach to be taken to avoid further damage to 
our precious woodland areas. I am continuing to closely monitor 
the situation.’  — Theresa May MP

Not the last word
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We cannot make you immortal
but we can prepare a Will 
to ensure your loved ones 

are cared for.

51a Church Street, Caversham, Reading RG4 8AX
Telephone: 0118 947 8638
eMail: minnaar@cavershamsolicitors.co.uk

Caversham
Solicitors

WE’RE OPEN FOR SUNDAY LUNCH - JOIN US!

COMING SOON
A great all day restaurant and bar with wonderful terrace and gardens. 

Contemporary event spaces by the river and gorgeous boutique bedrooms.

Find out all our exciting news www.greathouseatsonning.co.uk 

0118 969 2277    @greathouseberks     www.facebook.com/greathouseatsonning

The Great House is being transformed with the first phase of our renovations 
underway. Our restaurant & café will be temporarily closed Monday – Saturday.

But our famous Sunday Lunch is being served throughout.

Caversham’s Nutritional 
Expert & Personal Trainer
Want to lose weight, get fit, tone-up, have increased energy?

I am uniquely positioned to help, 
support and motivate you!

T: 0757 733 9596
W: www.nutr8.com  E: info@nutr8.com

Buy one session, get one free!
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  JUBILEE HALL 
CHARVIL

Available for community groups 
and private hire

St Andrew’s owns an excellent hall 
complex in Park View Drive North, 
Charvil. It has a number of regular 

users and is also available for ad-hoc 
bookings. The hall can seat 80 in a 
theatre style. It has a stage, a well-
equipped kitchen and an annexe. 

More details at:

www.sonningparish.org.uk
or from Raj on 
0795 642 3764 

jubileehallcharvil@gmail.com

To help meet the high cost of staging 
next year’s Sonning Regatta the 
organisers are holding an ‘Elegant 
Picnic’ in July this year. 

The picnic is being held by kind 
invitation of Andrew & Marjie 
Barker Thorne at South Hill off 
Sonning Lane, on Saturday 4 July. 
Gates open at 7pm. 

During the interval between 
performances by The Django 
Ensemble there will be additional 
entertainment by Seven Songs in aid 
of the Alzheimer Society. Voluntary 
contributions to this will be 
welcome.

Dress up, bring your own food 
and drinks and enjoy a convivial 
occasion set in a stunning garden.

There will be a ‘Best dressed 
wheelbarrow’ in which to transport 
your picnic paraphernalia and a 
grand raffle.

The tickets, £12.50 per person, 
together with limited gazebo pitches 
for £20 are available from:  Rod 
Mercer 0776 825 0743, John Hargrave   
07774 744 4968, Lynn Woodhouse 
0118 969 2206.

Gazebos and garden furniture can 
be set up from 2-5pm on the day.

Elegant fund raising 
regatta picnic this July

Swing into Summertime at Reading 
Blue Coat School’s annual celebration 
to mark the beginning of summer 
on Tuesday 30 June at 6pm. It’s on 
the back lawn so take a picnic and 
enjoy a free evening of musical 
entertainment. 

You are also invited the previous 
week, Wednesday 24 June at 7pm, to 
a Lower School Chamber Concert in 
Way Hall. Again, entrance is free. 

For more details on both these 
events: Marjie Thorne on 933 5828.

Home-Start volunteers visit families in their own homes once a week for up 
to three hours to provide practical help with children and emotional support 
and friendship to the parents. They 
can be a listening ear and introduce 
families to other organisations that 
can help with specific issues, they can 
help families with medical and other 
appointments and help a family get 
the children out to the park or play 
with the children in the home while 
the parent attends to household 
chores or gives individual attention to 
other children in the family.

Home-Start supports families 
with a wide range of issues including 
mums with post-natal depression, 
families with a child having 
additional needs, the long term 
illness of a parent or child, families 
that are isolated from their extended 
family or have moved to the area 
or from another country. It also 
supports single parents and families 
that have multiple births or several 
children under five years old.

Home-Start volunteers come from 
all walks of life and are a variety of 
ages. They are all parents themselves 
and understand the stresses and 
strains of bringing up young children. 
They are not there to tell parents 
how to bring up their children but to 
be alongside them giving them the 
support they need to enable parents 
to enjoy family life. 

The training course, starting in 
September, lasts 10 weeks and include 
topics such as: communications 
skills, values and attitudes, family 
life, stress factors, confidentiality, 
safeguarding children, commitment, 
boundaries and support. 

 Volunteers are then carefully 
matched to families and receive 
regular supervision and support from 
Home-Start staff. If you are a parent 
or grandparent who feels you could 
help a young family then Home-Start 
Wokingham District would love to 
hear from you. 
More Home-Start information from: Lindsay 
Browne on 0118 988 8025

Volunteers
wanted!

Could you help young 
families with difficulties?

HELP!

Summer swing

Home-Start Wokingham District is seeking more 
volunteers to help them in their important work with 
young families facing difficulties. They provide full 
training and support to the volunteers - the next 
training course begins in September.

Sonning Glebe WI ate well at the 
Haweli, Twyford, held a successful 
quiz supper evening, visited 
Warings Bakery, attended WI’s 
Spring Council at the Hexagon, 
had a skittles evening, lunch at St 
Michael’s Church, Spencers Wood 
and improved their iPad and tablet 
skills, as well as the usual monthly 
meetings on the third Monday in 
Pearson Hall at 7.30pm.

WI busyness!

Following the 
Riverside Tea 
Garden’s special 
weekend and 
Little Glebe’s 
street party  - both 
events held to 
mark the 70th VE 
Day Anniversary 
- chairman of 
the Royal Britsh 
Legion Sonning 
Branch, Malcom 
Geater said: ‘It 
was all a great 

Magnificent VE sum

success. We thank those who assisted 
in making it work so well and all 
who made generous donations and 
supported the events that raised 
£1,590.06, a truly magnificent sum.’

Jamie enjoying the 
street party
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Physiotherapy
at Twyford and Wargrave GP Surgeries

Private appointments available 
Registered with all major healthcare providers

Email info@fitandable.co.uk or call 07720 933 192 for 
further information or to book an appointment

www.fitandable.co.uk

F&ASonningParishAd.indd   1 12/09/2014   17:28

Approved by:

Taking time to care.
Home based companionship care 

services in Berkshire and Oxfordshire. 

The service we offer is perfect for people who need 
support after discharge from hospital, older people, both 
those living alone and in couples, for family carer respite 

breaks and anyone who is finding it harder to cope at 
home. We also offer personal care when required.

For a no obligation one-to-one 
discussion about your needs please contact: 

Melanie Meads 
info@Q1Care.co.uk 

0118 902 3914
www.Q1Care.co.uk

Highbridge House, 16-18 Duke Street, Reading, RG1 4RU

Plumbing & Decorating Service
Complete Project Refurbishment

Repairs to Bathroom Suites, Showers
Toilets, Basins, Radiators and more ...

Full Interior and Exterior Decorating
Reliable, Clean and Efficient

DAVID SHAILES
   0770 860 2442              i.plumber@btinternet.com

www.iplumberuk.com

1210 Parkview, Arlington Business Park, 
Theale , Berkshire. RG7 4TY
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This month’s parish walk of 4-5miles 
starts at Ruscombe Church (above) 
GR798763. Meet there at 10.15am on 
Saturday 20 June. More details from 
David Bentley 934 5649.

Parish walk

A garden party to raise funds for 
RNLI will be held at Sonningdene, 
Pearson Road, Sonning on Saturday 13 
June, 6.30–8.30pm by kind invitation 
of Anne & Tom Mills. Tickets are £15 
from David Bates on 969 7753. 

RNLI garden party

29 June, 8-9.30pm, Charvil Village Hall: a fun evening for female voices  
singing a medley of songs from Broadway shows including: Tomorrow, What I 
did for love, We go together and Hello Dolly. The £5 fee includes the music. 
4 July, 11am Woodley Baptist Church:  Jewel Tones, a local girls choir, are in 
concert with the Young Voices of Colorado. Tickets: £5 
5 July, 6.15-7.45pm, Charvil Village Hall: Jewel Tones are holding an open 
evening for potential new members with a view to joining from September 
More details and tickets for the above events from: Suzanne Newman 0118 934 0589 
or suzanneynewman@btinternet.com

Join Sonning and Sonning Eye 
Society for its summer visit on Friday 
5 June to an Elizabethan manor, 
Hardwick House, near Mapledurham. 
The private tour will take about 
2 hours. The cost is £8 and light 
refreshments are included. Meet at 
the Estate Office of Hardwick House 
for 10.30am. Numbers are limited. 
More details from Pauline Simmonds 
969 7033. 

‘Private visit’ invitation

The Sonning and Warren Branch 
of the Conservative Association 
will be holding its summer drinks 
party on Saturday 18 July at 6.30pm 
by kind permission of Mr & Mrs 
John Russell at The Gables, Thames 
Street, Sonning. Tickets, £12, from 
Rosemary Digby, 26 Sycamore Drive, 
Twyford RG10 9HP  0118 327 6190.

Summer drinks partySinging dates for female voices

By the time you read this our main 
50th celebration week will have 
taken place so I hope that many of 
you will have enjoyed coming to 
our school to see just how much it 
has changed over the past 50 years 
as well as to share memories and 
reminisce. Many thanks to those 
of you who contributed to this 
with your memories sheets or who 
brought in memorabilia.

Anyone with a past or present 
association with the school is 
warmly invited to join us at The 
Great House, Sonning for our 
special celebration dinner on          
Friday 5 June. 

Tickets are still available for 
this black tie event and will be 
allocated on a first come-first 
served basis. The ticket cost of 
£45 per person includes a welcome 
drink on arrival, three course 
meal with wine and coffee. We 
have a dedicated email address for 
ticket requests: 50years@sonning.
wokingham.sch.uk . They can also 
be posted through the school post 
box or sent directly to the school 
by post. Cheques made payable to 
Sonning School Fund. Please contact 
us as soon as possible if you would 
like to come.

With so much going on it has 
been decided to cancel the social 
event planned for Pearson Hall 
and Sonning Club on Saturday 27 
June. It is hoped to hold a more 
family focused event later in our 
celebration year.  
Lesley Green
Headteacher, Sonning CE Primary School

A letter from 
Lesley Green . . .

The Sonning Produce Show takes 
place this year on Saturday 19 
September when the Sonning Club 
will be hosting the beer tent as usual 
and in the evening there will be live 
music in the club from Slim Pickings.  
As well as the music you can enjoy 
a fish and chip supper for only £10.  
Tickets will be on sale at the club 
from 1 June.

For membership enquiries or 
to hire the Sonning Club go to: 
sonningclub.co.uk, ring 0118 969 3939 
or ask at the bar!

The Sonning Club, with several other 
local organisations, will be playing 
in the annual rounders match on 
the King George Field on Friday 10 
July, starting at 6pm. There will be 
a barbecue, drinks from the Cricket 
Club, a raffle to help a local charity 
and the chance to cheer on your local 
team. Everyone welcome.

Village rounders

Tickets now 0n sale 
for show supper

Sunday 7 June is Open Farm Sunday 
when over 1,000 farms around the 
country open their gates to visitors. 
The two nearest open farms to 
our parish are at the Hall Hunter 
Partnership - Sheeplands Farm 
at Wargrave, RG10 8DJ, and Row 
Farm, Winkfield RG42 6NG.  

At Wargrave you can enjoy tractor 
and trailer rides, pick strawberries 
and raspberries, paint faces and learn 
about bee keeping. There will be a 
tractor display and an M&S stand.

At Row Farm you can meet the 
cows, sheep, pigs, poultry, and goats, 
ride on tractors and trailers and  
enjoy local farm produce.

Details about both these local 
events and all the open farms in the 
UK can be found at: farmsunday.org
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Institute of Kitchen, Bathroom
& Bedroom Installers

Official Member

SUPPLY  -   DESIGN   -  INSTALLATION

       0118 9474744        01491 244244       07973 533903
E: gdevansinteriors@yahoo.com     W: www.gdevansinteriors.com

Reading Henley Mobile

1-2 The Parade
Coppice Road

Woodley
RG5 3RB

Richard Lloyd Funeral Services
Independent Funeral Director

24 Hr Telephone: 0118 969 3033

www.readingfunerals.co.uk
enquiries@readingfunerals.co.uk

Telephone or visit Martin or Richard for free,
no-obligation advice at any time. 

Family-owned, Independent
Funeral Director

and Monumental Mason
serving all areas 
in and around 

Sonning and Charvil
Martin Ward

Funeral Director
Dr Richard Lloyd

Proprietor

• Traditional funerals; also horse-drawn hearses, motor-cycle hearse, 
designer coffins and environmentally friendly funerals, including 
wicker, bamboo and pine coffins, as well as woodland burials.

• Personal attention and no-obligation visits made by us
in the comfort of your own home, or in our office in Woodley.

• Golden Charter and Age UK pre-payment Funeral Plans and advice.

Want to 
change the 
look of your 
floors?
Look no further.  
Wentworth textiles 
is a residential and 
commercial carpet 
and flooring  

company with a distinguished 
reputation of nearly 50 years. 

We can provide samples of any  
flooring, offer a fitting and installation 
service. We also provide rugs, be they 
hand-tufted or sheepskin and in any size.

For further information, please  
contact www.wentworthtextiles.com 
or call 0118 958 2166 or email  
pa.roper@btinternet.com

Wentworth textiles
The home of your carpet and flooring solutions
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 SPORT & LEISURE

More on the Lord’s Taverners match below, but first 
some of the history behind it! 

In 1936, numerous King George V Playing Fields, including 
the one in Sonning, were established around the country, 
as a memorial to the late king. These playing fields are 
now held in trust by the national charity Fields in Trust 
(formerly the National Playing Fields Association) and 
in most cases this involves delegation of the trustee 
responsibilities to the relevant local council – in our case, 
Sonning Parish Council. They have a duty to ensure that 
the field is ‘used for open-air recreation purposes only’.

When our KGF was established in 1936, Sonning 
Cricket Club - by then already over 180 years old! - moved 
from their ground near South Hill. A wooden pavilion was 
built to move into and the rest as they say is history. 

As many of our supporters will know, we have ECB 
Clubmark status, our first team plays at a high level of 
amateur cricket and we have a huge and very successful 
junior section. All of this, combined with the fact that 
we play in a very attractive setting, means that the MCC 
wants to play us every other year, and now we have been 
asked by the famous Lord’s Taverners to host a 30 overs-
a-side match between them and a Fields in Trust XI on 17 
June this year. 

The Lord’s Taverners are the UK’s leading youth 
cricket and disability sports charity dedicated to giving 
disadvantaged and disabled young people a sporting 
chance. They were founded in 1950 and have subsequently 
grown into a formidable operation having raised millions 
of pounds for their chosen charities with a membership 
of hard working cricket lovers and celebrities. The Duke of 
Edinburgh is their patron and is known affectionately as 
‘12th man’ and Chris Cowdrey is president.

On 17 June, The Lord’s Taverners XI will be captained 
by Chris ‘millionaire’ Tarrant and his team will include 
former England rugby fly-half and current professional 
director of the English RFU, Rob Andrew. Rob was also 
a talented cricketer, gaining a blue at Cambridge and 
representing Combined Services and Yorkshire 2nd XI. 
Other celebrities are also expected!

There will be a Lord’s Taverners raffle during the 
game which is due to finish at 6.30pm and a barbecue 
afterwards. This should be yet another fantastic event 
at Sonning Cricket Club, following on from the superb 
president’s day with Phil Tufnell last summer and we, 
the Lord’s Taverners and Fields in Trust all hope that our 
wonderful Sonning community will turn up in force to 
support both teams and the Taverners’ great cause!

Lord’s Taverners 
to play at Sonning
Wednesday 17 June — starts at 2pm
By Alastair Driver, Hon Life VP & ‘boring batsman’, Sonning Cricket Club

Left to right: The so-called ‘Holy Trinity of Sonning CC’ Jamie Travers 
(chairman), Max McNeill (president) and Stirk Pownall (groundsman)

By popular demand ...  a Parish Pub 
Games and Ploughman’s Supper 
Evening ...  Saturday 20 June at 
7.30pm in Jubilee Hall ...  only £5!

If you enjoy pub games such as darts, table skittles, 
shove ha’penny, dominoes, jenga, bagatelle, Uno, cards, 
or board games, or simply enjoy a chat over a traditional 
ploughman’s supper then come along to Jubilee Hall on 
Saturday 20 June, 7.30-10.30pm. You will need to bring 
your own drinks and let us know if you are coming by 
Wednesday 17 June so we can cater for everyone. Tickets 
cost only £5 per person!

This will be the third pub games evening organised by 
the social committee of St Andrew’s Church. It’s a non-
fund raising, purely social occasion and, as in the past, all 
are welcome, you don’t have to be a member of the church!

For tickets call Sue Peters on 0118 961 1188 or email: 
tickets@sonningparish.org.uk 
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Local Trades and Services

CLARK BICKNELL LTD 
Qualified Plumbing and Heating Engineers Gas Safe 

25 years experience - local family run company 
Call Office: 0118 961 8784  -  Paul: 0776 887 4440

eMail: paul@clarkbicknell.co.uk

POWER CARS OF WOODLEY
Family run business - established 1945

Experienced male & female drivers - Large licensed cars
Reasonably priced local and long distance work undertaken

0118 969 3066  eMail: paddypower30@hotmail.com

PORTMAN GARDENS -  DESIGN , CONSTRUCT,  MAINTAIN 
Garden Features, Patios, Ponds, Pergolas, Fencing

Unit 2, 6 Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA
T: 0118 959 1796  M: 07785 772 263

 eMail martyncollins@portmanpm.com

WATER SOFTENER SALT - FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
25kg Tablet/Granular £9.50 - Harvey Block Salt 2x4kg £6.00

salt-deliveries-online.com      sales@salt-deliveries online.com 
M: 07785 772 263 - T: 0118 959 1796

Unit 2, 6 Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA

Please mention The Parish Magazine when contacting our advertisers

FURNESS CONSULTANCY 
Experienced Accountant 

Bookkeeping, Incomplete records, Accounts preparation
T: 0118 969 7003  M: 07526 816 741

alanfurness94@btinternet.com

ELECTRIC NICK
Domestic and Commercial Electrical Services 

Qualified, Part P registered, 15 years experience
M: 07584 294 986  T: 0118 375 1153

electricnick@live.com

A S BUILDING
Kitchens – Bathrooms – Plumbing - Decoration 
Small building works undertaken.  Fully insured 
T: Andrew on 0118 942 0651  M: 07788 780 470

as.building@tiscali.co.uk

WANT HELP WITH AN ‘ODD JOB’?
For local odd jobs please call Phil on

0118 944 0000 
07979 503 908

Thames Street, Sonning
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AERIALPHIL.CO.UK
For all your aerial photos, Good for surveying,

also for assessing conditions of roofs, etc
Thames Street, Sonning

T: 0118  944 0000    aerialphil.co.uk

THE WINDOW CLEANER
Waterfed Telescopic Pole System, Filtered Water
Guaranteeing a Crystal Clear non smear finish

Call Mike on 07967 004426 for a free quote
or email: thewindowcleaner1@googlemail.com

TO ADVERTISE HERE
classified@theparishmagazine.co.uk

0118 969 3282

WOODLEY GARDENS
Garden care and green waste disposal
Fully insured, Licensed waste carrier

www.woodleygardens.co.uk
Telephone: 0118 336 2464

MC CLEANING
We are a family business with excellent references

and we are fully insured
All cleaning materials provided

For free quote call:  Maria 0779 902 7901

CALLAGHAN CARPETS
Commercial and Domestic Carpets, Flooring and 

Laminate specialists - 38 years experience
email: callaghancarpets@btinternet.com
T: 0118 962 8527   M: 07792 239 474

J C LORD BUILDING PROJECTS
All forms of building work undertaken
Extensions and Renovations a speciality

T: 0118 969 1429        M: 07973 936 981 or 07823 325 499
email: jclord_plastering_building@hotmail.com

CHIROPODY AND PODIATRY
Linda Frewin HCPC member

General foot care and treatment including home visits
25 Ashtrees Road, Woodley RG5 4LP
T:  0118 969 6978   M: 07900 224 999

COUNSELLING AND PSYCHOTHERAPY
Professionally registered. Confidential.

Initial consultation welcome to assess your needs 
Woolhampton (on A4 between Reading – Newbury) 

Geralyn Collins - 07778 509 594

SONNING MOWERS
Sales – Service – Repairs
at Ladds Garden Village

Bath Road, Hare Hatch RG10 9SB 
T: 0118 940 6203       www.sonningmowers.co.uk

PICTURE FRAMING SERVICES
All your artwork professionally framed

Fine Art Trade Guild Registered Framer 
LODDON FRAMING, The Ridgeway, Woodley 

eMail: tony@loddonframing.co.uk   T: 07950 217 474
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 health & beauty

Dr Simon Ruffle writes ...
By Elizabeth Jones, Physiocare

By Janette Hammond

For urgent medical advice between 6.30pm and 8am, and at weekends, call 1 1 1

Tennis is a perfect combination of violent 
action taking place in an atmosphere of 

total tranquility (Billie Jean King)
Tennis is a demanding mental game 
requiring a cool temperament, good 
ball sense, sharp reflexes, hand-eye 
coordination, power, timing and high 
physical fitness at the top level. 

With UK Aegon Championships 
and Wimbledon in June, tennis 
courts will be filled with enthusiasts, 
amateur and professional. For 
competitive players the physical 
demands can cause injury.

Lower back pain is common due to 
the repetitive nature of tennis and the 
demands of stroke play, particularly 
serving. Roger Federer and Andy 
Murray have long-standing back pain. 
Warming up, stretching and physical 
conditioning help minimise this risk.

Shoulder injuries, such as rotator 
cuff tears, are also common as Maria 
Sharapova knows. They can be caused 
by overuse or acute trauma of the 
rotator muscle which provides stability 
and controls shoulder movement. 

Knee injuries affect players such 
as Rafael Nadal and Richard Krajeck 
while wrist injuries, casued by overuse, 
bad technique or poor equipment have 
affected Jaun Martin del Potro and 
Nikolay Davydenko. 

Tennis elbow is a common overuse 
injury but interestingly only 5% of 
people actually get it from playing. It 
can develop by repeatedly twisting 
the wrist and using forearm muscles 
but it is more likely if you are not used 
to playing or if you practice the same 
stroke repeatedly. 

For the vast majority of recreational 
players, injuries are mainly because 
of sudden exertion rather than the 
long term repetitive injuries found in 
professionals. Many suffer from cramp 
especially on hot days so it’s important 
to keep hydrated. 

At Physiocare, we often see an 
increased number of injuries when 
Wimbledon begins - everything from 
calf strains to torn Achilles. If you are 
injured then protect it, rest it, ice it (or 
immerse it in cold water), compress 
it and elevate it above the heart if 
possible. It’s important to seek advice 
from a physiotherapist so that injuries 
can be healed quickly and do not 
become an ongoing issue.

Time off court

It is natural human behaviour to compare and at times, in certain situations, it 
can be helpful but I have read many articles that have suggested that it can be 
unhealthy.  

From youngsters comparing their bodies with those of models and celebrities, 
sometimes leading to eating disorders, more mature people comparing their faces 
with their younger selves, sometimes leading to surgery which ultimately can be 
unflattering; or perhaps it’s comparing lives and lifestyles that can be a problem. 

Certainly the internet, the media and in particular, social media, has heightened 
the age old habit of comparison. 

Having said that, personally I wouldn’t want to be without the internet and I 
love social media when used sensibly but I don’t suppose that was the issue when 
Theodore Roosevelt used the phrase Comparison is the thief of joy. 

True beauty, I believe, shines out when we accept ourselves as wonderfully 
unique and see all the good things we do have. You are the only you there will ever 
be and that is something to cherish and celebrate.

The head bone’s connected to the neck bone and so 
on is about the sum of a lot of people’s anatomy 
knowledge. In the good old days medical students 
were ‘introduced’ to a cadaver (dead body) in week 
one of medical school. Then systematically over 
the year they dissected the body to learn 
the detailed anatomy of a human being.
It was strangely fabulous and I will 
forever be indebted to someone I 
never knew alive. It is a little bit 
different today as there are now 
lots of computer models and fake dead 
bodies.
      After a year of studying anatomy as a 
non-classics educated schoolboy, my Latin 
and Greek was full of learned words which 
I never really understood. In day-to-day 
practice I desperately try not to use them 
for use in medical terminology as this is 
just confusing for most, except the 
occasional classics scholar who can explain 
exactly what gastrocnemus is.
      To get the best out of your doctor and 
consultation if they use terminology that 
you do not understand, stop and ask. 
After all it’s not that clever- sticking ‘itis’ 
on the end of any word means swelling - 
tonsillitis, tendonitis etc. And after all 
the knee bone is connected to the leg bone! 
     Check out innerbody.com a free website.

This will be Janette’s last regular article as she is moving away. I know that many readers have 
enjoyed her contribution and we thank her for supporting of our magazine in this way - editor.
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Poetry corner

 the arts

If you find that of cash you are short,
When there’s things on your list to be bought
Don’t shout, wail or scream
For a friendly machine
Is sure to give needed support!

Just pop your card in the slot
It’ll dish you out cash on the spot
When you put in your PIN
You can stand with a grin
So don’t tie yourself in a knot!

Yet there are times when your teeth come to gnash
And you’re tempted by sackcloth and ash
For it’s just the tin lid
When it charges two quid
For a tenner in crisp ready cash!

And well may you stand and complain
As you stand in the cold wind and rain
For, yes, it is hard
If it swallows your card
When your PIN has clean slipped from your brain!

Book review
Death by 
Civilisation
- How to 
accidently 
ruin a 
perfectly 
decent 
society ...
(and how it
might still 
be saved)
By James Cary, DLT, £8.99

On 27 June 1967, 48 years ago, the world’s first cash machine was installed 
in Enfield! That has led to joy and sorrow in nearly equal measure. It has 
also led to Nigel Beeton putting pen to paper ...

The world is full of well-meaning 
people experiencing disappointment, 
discontentment and despair. We can 
put a man on the moon and grow 
an ear on the back of a mouse, but 
maybe it’s time we did something 
more useful. 

Award-winning comedy writer 
James Cary has thought this for 
some time and believes he has found 
some answers. They lurk in five great 
institutions: the government, the 
media, the city, academia and the 
church. They all seek to make our 
lives better, but frequently end up 
being part of the problem. 

In his own, inimitable way James 
Cary stomps up to the gates of 
these great institutions, rings their 
doorbell and runs.

Christ at the Sea of Galilee by Tintoretto, an Italian Renaissance painter who 
worked in Venice until his death in 1594, captures the sea’s fury. Not the lazy 
waters of Venice or the calm seas of Mendelssohn’s music. Here the sea and the 
sky are in torment. The world is dominated by the violence of the storm. The 
Sea of Galilee is like that. One moment, the sky is clear and windless, the next, 
a gust whips up the waters into anger. In scripture the sea is always to be feared 
and the threat of it is pervasive in this painting. The sail bends with the raging 
wind, and the vessel is tossed up and down – so near the shore, and yet so far. 
The clouds frown. 
      But enfolding the scene are two signs of hope and life. To one side we see a 
tall tree in leaf and growing. At the other is Jesus: a sign of safety and hope to 
the disciples in the boat. His feet are vague outlines in the water, but his hand 
is firm as he beckons to his followers. Peter, brave and headstrong as ever, 
climbs out of the boat with no immediate sense of danger.   

June ends with St Peter’s feast day when we celebrate someone who was so 
much like us. Wanting to follow Jesus, but finding himself weak; eager to serve, 
but unable to back words up with deeds. And yet, through all that, God’s grace 
triumphed in Peter’s life. Tintoretto is saying to us from this canvas, reach out 
and take hold of the sure hand of our Lord. It will be an anchor for you when 
the sea of life is calm and when the storm rages.

A hand for the calm and the storm

THE GARDEN PLAYERS PRESENT William Shakespeare’s

HENRY IV 
PART 1

 17TH-20TH JUNE 2015
STUBBINGS HOUSE, MAIDENHEAD SL6 6QL

DIRECTED BY JOHN TIMEWELL

01628 522854
IN AID OF AND

SUPPORTED BY

BOX OFFICE

Stuart & Trish Fletcher

Or book online at www.thegardenplayersweb.co.uk

Tickets, £18, are being sold for the performance on 
17 June by the Rotary Club and can be obtained from 

Janette Crouch 0118 969 5351
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 home & garden

Recipe of the month

Supplied by East Reading Horticultural Society  erhs@hotmail.co.uk

Legally speaking
By Robert Last

Robert Last is managing director of Caversham Solicitors Ltd

June in the garden

I wrote last month about a general power of attorney, and 
what follows relates to a lasting power of attorney. 

A lasting power of attorney goes one step further than a 
general power of attorney because it carries on or ‘lasts’ even 
after you have become unable to manage your affairs because 
of illness, disability or accident. It is a legal tool that allows 
you to appoint someone to make certain decisions on your 
behalf. There are two kinds of lasting powers of attorney:
Property and financial affairs power of attorney: This can 
be used to appoint attorneys to make a range of decisions: 
— Buying and selling property
— Operating a bank account
— Dealing with tax affairs 
— Claiming benefits
Health and welfare power of attorney: This can be used to 
appoint attorneys to make a range of decisions:
— Where you should live
— Day-to-day care (including for example, diet and dress)
— Whether to give or refuse consent to medical treatment.

To make a lasting power of attorney you must be over 18 
years old and have mental capacity to fully understand the 
implications of the power you are giving to your attorneys.

Your appointed attorneys cannot start making decisions 
on your behalf until the lasting power of attorney has been 
registered by the Office of the Public Guardian who will make 
sure your attorneys are aware of their duty to act in your best 
interests. The registration of a lasting power of attorney does 
not restrict your right to control your affairs as long as you 
feel able to. It simply means that there is someone to take 
over if and when you cannot cope.

Next month – enduring power of attorney.

In the garden
— Plant out summer bedding, fill in gaps with annuals 
— Inspect lilies for scarlet lily beetles
— Stake and tie tall or floppy plants
— Mulch to help prevent moisture loss and to suppress weeds
— Pinch out leading shoots on chrysanthemums, helianthus  
      to encourage bushy plants
— Keep hanging baskets and troughs well watered, using  
      rainwater or recycled grey water whenever possible
— Check for blackspot, aphid and rolling sawfly on roses
In the greenhouse
— Ventilate on warm days and damp down to raise humidity
— Give plants more space to help avoid pest infestations
— Soft tip fuchsia cuttings can be taken
— Check for and treat vine weevil larvae in containers
— Harden half-hardy annuals and acclimatise over a period of  
      a week before planting out
— Use shade paint or blinds to stop temperatures soaring
— Check plants regularly for water, pests and disease
In the vegetable garden
— Continue to sow beetroot, pak choi and radish
— Sow broad beans, runner beans, peas, sweetcorn and  
      outdoor cucumber direct into prepared beds
— Plant out tomatoes, removing side shoots
— Change to high potash feed for container grown fruit
— Continue to earth up potatoes
— Water tomatoes and peppers often to avoid blossom end rot
— Thin pears, plums, peaches, nectarines, apricot and apples  
      at the end of the month
— Protect brassicas from pigeons with netting 
— Prune red currants, whitecurrants and gooseberries
— Make sure bees have access to flowers in cloches and cages 
— Avoid using pesticides when crops are in flower
— Continue to harvest indoor cucumbers, potatoes, early  
      vegetables, strawberries, gooseberries, and currants
— Keep weeding to help stop the spread of pest and disease
— Thin raspberry and gooseberry plants and de-blossom  
      strawberry runners planted in spring
— Pinch out the top of broad beans once the lowest flowers  
      have set to help prevent aphid attack
Wildlife and bird care
— Put up nesting boxes for migrant birds arriving in the UK
— Put up bat nesting boxes
— Keep birdbaths topped up with water
— Create areas of shelter for wildlife using logs and rocks
— Avoid chunky foods that could choke young fledglings
— Use wildlife friendly slug pellets 
— Trim hedges less frequently to encourage wildlife 

Dip whole strawberries into melted dark chocolate and set 
aside until firm, then serve as a tasty canapé at champagne 
receptions; the berries will complement a rosé bubbly. 
Garnish summer salads with slices of strawberries, stir the 
berries into meringues and whipped cream to make Eton 
mess, or sandwich them between sponge cakes or pastries 
such as millefeuille. Alternatively, sprinkle a few drops of 
balsamic vinegar or a dusting of freshly ground black pepper 
sparingly over strawberries to enhance their flavour. If you 
end up with a glut when the season draws to a close, add 
them to homemade ice cream or sorbet, or make homemade 
vinegar and liqueur. If you make strawberry jam, remember 
that the berries are low in pectin, so add some lemon juice or 
bottled pectin to help the jam set.

It’s strawberry 
time again, so this 
month we publish 
some ideas from 
the BBC Food site 
on how to enjoy 
them.

More strawberry ideas at: bbc.co.uk/food/strawberry
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Dennis & Christine look forward to welcoming you to…

The Bull Inn, 
Sonning-on-Thames
Berkshire RG4 6UP

0118 969 3901
Great food, award-winning cask ale, service with a 

smile Seven stylish bedrooms

bullinn@fullers.co.uk / www.bullinnsonning.co.uk

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Bull Inn | Sonning on Thames | Berkshire | RG4 6UP 
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Dennis & Christine 
Mason look forward to 
welcoming you to…  
 

The Bull Inn 
 

Great food, award-
winning cask ale and 

service with smile, 
always. 

 
 

Seven stylish 
bedrooms 

   
Present this advert and 
receive a complimentary 
homemade chocolate 
brownie 
 
www.bullinnsonning.co.uk  

Are you thinking about

homecare?

If you would like to learn
more please call us on

0118 947 6666
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PHYSIOTHERAPY & GYM
A centre of

clinical excellence
with a caring

approach

www.physiocare.co.uk

6 Church Street
Twyford

RG10 9DR
0118 934 4055

226 Wokingham Road
Reading
RG6 1JS

0118 966 4585
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St Andrew’s Church
— St Andrew’s Sunday Club, Marie Simpkins 0779 521 6492
— Jubilee Hall, Charvil Bookings, Raj 0795 642 3764
— St Andrew’s Bell Ringers, Pam Elliston 969 5967
— Friends of St Andrew’s Church, Wendy Williams 969 6609
Arts & Crafts
— Charvil Art Club, Julie Bennett 934 5059
— Sonning Art Group, Sue Bell 969 6924
— Sonning Book Club, Anne Webster 944 0699
— Sonning Flower Club, Sharon Robinson 969 0748
Children & Young People
— Sonning Scouts,  group@sonningscouts.co.uk
       Assistant group scout leader: Mike Watts, agsl@sonningscouts.co.uk
       Scout leader: Mike Moore, scouts@sonningscouts.co.uk
       Cub leader: Joan Farnese, cubs@sonningscouts.co.uk
       Beaver leader: Ali Came, beavers@sonningscouts.co.uk
— Charvil Brownies, Claire Howells 934 5372
— Charvil Caterpillar Club, Alison Waters 934 3723
— Charvil Guides, Ruth Hulley 969 9431
— Chernobyl Children’s Link, Shirley Chard 969 8086
— Sonning & Charvil Baby Sitting Group, Geraldine Hearn  934 1071
— Sonning Baby & Toddler Group, Miranda Aston 966 5352
— Sonning Brownies, Carrie Apps sonning1stbrownies@yahoo.com
— Sonning Guides, Polly Jukes 0790 571 2071
Councillors
— Charvil Parish Council, Miranda Parker 901 7719
— Sonning Parish Council, Lesley Bates 969 7753
— Eye & Dunsden Parish Council, David Woodward 969 3633
Local Borough & County Council Councillors
— Kate Haines - Coronation, 0771 363 7029
— Mike Haines - Sonning & Warren, 967 2879
— Nick Ray - Charvil, 934 5892
— Malcolm Leonard - Eye & Dunsden mandeleonard@waitrose.com
Political Associations
— Charvil Branch Conservatives, Emma Hobbs 934 0528
— Sonning & Warren Conservatives, Peter van Went 969 3635
— Sonning Liberal Democrats, Colin Lawley 961 8536
Schools
— Charvil Preschool Playgroup, Sally Richards 932 1273
— Charvil Piggott Primary School, Jeanette Winsor 932 0033                                                                                             
— Sonning CE Primary School, Lesley Green 969 3399
— Sonning CE Primary School PTA, Vicki Emmett 0791 617 7529
Social
— Charvil Senior Residents Club, Julie Bennett 934 505
— Charvil Women’s Club, Shirley Newman 934 0589
— Inner Wheel Club of Reading Maiden Erlegh, Hilary Tindall 969 6926
— Monday Club, Ken Trimmings 969 1072
— Reading East Probus Club, Mike Butler 0778 943 5030
— Rotary Club of Loddon Vale, Richard Ward 966 9348
— Rotary Club of Reading Maiden Erlegh, Janette Crouch 0777 310 4430
— Sonning British Legion, Malcolm Geater 947 1677
— Sonning Club, Chris Way 969 3939
— Sonning Glebe WI (Eve Mtgs), Doreen Moulsley 961 8829
— Sonning RNLI, David Bates 969 7753
— Sonning Twinning Association, Beth Dixon 969 2335
— Twyford Bridge Club, Lesley 940 1309
Sport
— Badminton, Pat Pardoe 934 5643
— Charvil Community Tennis, Carl  0744 793 4700
— Redingensians RAMS, Jason 0788 128 8900
— Short Mat Bowling, Shirley Newman 0118 934 0589
— Sonning Cricket Club, Gary Phillips 0750 033 6879
— Sonning Football Club, Tony 956 6536
— Sonning Lawn Tennis Club, Romy 969 5845
— Sonning Table Tennis Club, Robert Moxon 989 4795
Song & Dance
— Bel Canto Chorus, Denise Walker 0797 375 2727
— Charvil Voices, Suzanne Newman 934 0589
— Jewel Tones, Suzanne Newman 934 0589
— Steps ‘n’ Stetsons, Line Dance Group Julie Myers 961 8450
Village Life
— Charvil Village Fete, Clare Tucker 934 9926
— Charvil Village Society, David 932 1173
— Friend’s of Ali’s Pond, Ali Driver 969 2698
— Pearson Hall Bookings, Jenny Adams 969 7692
— Sonning & Sonning Eye Society, Andy Bell 969 6924
— Sonning Beech Lodge Bookings, Tim Pascall 969 6935
— Sonning Charvil & Hurst NAG, Bob Hulley 969 9431
— Sonning Neighbourhood Watch, Jan Fielder 969 3226
— Sonning Village Show, Heather Hine  969 8653

Local organisations Volunteers

Home-Start Wokingham District
Volunteer training to start in September for family 
care services. See page 25 of this issue.

Drivers for Age Concern Twford and District
Volunteer drivers with own cars required to take 
elderly residents between their homes and Age 
Concern’s Twyford centre on weekday mornings and 
afternoons. A total of about 1½ hours of your time is 
required. Mileage will be paid.
Gordon Holmes 0118 934 4040 

Charvil Senior Residents Club
Able-bodied volunteer to assist elderley residents 
during their fortnightly Tuesday afternoon meetings 
held in Charvil Village Hall. 0118 934 5059

Charvil Pre-school
Is looking for volunteers to help them fund raise. The 
preschool is a charity that relies heavily on donations. 
0791 753 6488

Cruse Bereavement Care
Cruse has vacancies for management volunteers to 
help run the service in this area. The management 
committee meet once a month. Call Sara Richards on 
0778 554 3574 

Girlguiding Bulmershe Division
Over 100 girls are waiting to join local guiding 
units but can’t because there are not enough adult 
volunteers. There are many different roles volunteers 
can perform.
girlguidingbulmershe.btck.co.uk/AdultVolunteers

St Andrew’s Bell Ringers
Help continue a very English tradition of bell ringing 
by volunteering as a ringer. It’s a gentle, social 
excercise that everyone, young and old, male and 
female, can enjoy. You will be trained by experts, all 
you need is a sense of rhythm! 0118 926 7724

Sunrise Senior Living
If you have a talent to share or a hobby or interest to 
talk about, Sunrise Senior Living is always pleased to 
welcome volunteers to entertain its residents.
Georgina Williams: 0118 944 4300

Twyford Volunteer Drivers
Volunteer drivers needed to help transport the elderly 
and/or sick people to local hospitals and surgeries and 
other medically related appointments. Drivers use 
their own cars. 0118 934 3010

Looking for volunteers? Let us know and we will 
publish your request here for free!
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LIVE-IN CARE SERVICES
For Just a Few Weeks or

Longer-term over Several Months

Fully Managed
Tailored to Individual Requirements

From Housekeeping & General Support to
Complex Health Care Needs

Oxford Aunts Care
Established 1967

01865 791017

enquiries@oxfordaunts.co.uk
www.oxfordaunts.co.uk

HC MOTORS
Avenue Garage   Established in Sonning 1970
VAT Reg No: 770334148

Servicing and repairs of all makes and models undertaken
Tyres, batteries and exhausts supplied and fitted

Free collection and delivery in local area

29a WESTERN AVENUE, WOODLEY RG5 3BJ
0118 969 6717   hcmotors@talktalkbusiness.net
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There was a time when the whole world spoke one language. Everyone used the 
same words. Then they said to each other, ‘Let’s make some bricks of clay and 
bake them in the fire.’ They used these bricks as stones and they used tar as 
mortar. Then the people said, ‘Let’s build ourselves a city and a tower that will 
reach the sky, then we will be famous.’ The Lord came down to see the city and 
saw the tower and said, ‘These people all speak the same language and I see 
that they have joined together to do this work. This is only the beginning of what 
they can do, soon they will be able to do anything they want. Let’s go down and 
confuse their language then they will not be able to understand each other.’ So 
people stopped building the city and the Lord scattered them all over the earth. 
That is the place where the Lord confused the language of the whole world. That 
is why it is called Babel.

The red words in the Bible story below (Genensis 11: 1-9) are jumbled 
up on our Tower of Babel above. Can you unjumble them?

THE TOWER OF BABEL

FOUR OF A KIND
Can you find a common English word 
of 8 letters which contains 4 Gs? 
Here is a clue … it’s a laughing matter. 
Answer at the bottom of the page.

Why does an elephant use his 
trunk as a bookmark? 

That way he always nose where 
he stopped reading.

What do you call someone with 
an elephant on their head? 

Squashed! 

Answer: giggling
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Ministry Team
— The Vicar: Revd Jamie Taylor* 
     The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR 
     revjaft@yahoo.co.uk / 0118 969 3298 
     *Day off Thursday
— Pioneer Minister: Revd Alison Waters* 
     6 Park View Drive South, Charvil, RG10 9QX      
     alwaters@hotmail.co.uk / 0118 934 3723
     *Day off Monday and Tuesday afternoons
— Licensed Lay Minister: Bob Peters 
     26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR 
     bob@sonningparish.org.uk / 0118 961 1188
— Licensed Lay Minister in Training: Jenny Sullivan 
     141 Beech Lane, Earley, RG6 5Qe 
      jenny_sullivan11@hotmail.co.uk / 0118 986 2090
Pastoral Visiting and Prayer Chain
— Mrs Jean Tinson 0118 969 0782
Church Wardens
— Mrs Liz Nelson 

liz.nelson1@ntlworld.com / 0118 934 4837
— Mr Mark Sullivan 
      marksullivan@hotmail.co.uk / 0118 986 2090 
Deputy Wardens
— Mrs Molly Woodley  0118 946 3667
— Mr Perry Mills 0118 437 5682
Parish Administrator
— Mrs Sonia Boyles 
     standrews.sonning@btinternet.com / 0118 969 2428
Parochial Church Council
— Secretary: Mrs Shirley Chard  0118 969 8086
— Treasurer: Mr John Scoble 0118 926 5138
Bookings
— St Sarik, Sonning, Mrs Sonia Boyles 0118 969 2428
— Jubilee Hall, Charvil, Raj 0795 642 3764
Director of Music, organist and choirmaster
— Christopher Cromar music@sonningparish.org.uk
Parish Website:  www.sonningparish.org.uk
The Parish Magazine
— Editor: Bob Peters 
     26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR 
     editor@theparishmagazine.co.uk / 0118 961 1188
— Advertising and Distribution: Gordon Nutbrown 
     advertising@theparishmagazine.co.uk/ 0118 969 3282
— Back issues online: theparishmagazine.co.uk

Parish contacts

 —  The Parish Magazine is produced by St Andrew’s PCC 
and delivered free of charge to every home in Charvil, 
Sonning and Sonning Eye.

 — The Parish Magazine is printed in the United Kingdom 
by Herald Graphics Ltd, Reading RG2 oBZ

 — The Parish Magazine is distributed by Abracadabra 
Leaflet Distribution Ltd, Reading RG7 1AW

 — The Parish Magazine template was designed in 2012 by 
Roger Swindale rogerswindale@hotmail.co.uk and David 
Woodward david@designforprint.org
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Established in 1979 and set in extensive grounds on the edge of Twyford, this well-appointed home offers 
excellent nursing and residential care.  Bridge House is an attractive Georgian period home set in a tranquil 
location enjoying stunning views over the River Loddon and the open countryside beyond.  Good local and 
regional public transport links, together with the excellent amenities of Twyford, are within walking distance. 

The friendly and experienced staff have established a reputation of providing high quality nursing care.  A 
variety of bedrooms and suites within the home provide attractive views and with attentive staff assure a 
comfortable stay, being well supported and cared for. 

Bridge House of Twyford – in the heart of the community                                                                                        
64 High Street, Twyford, Berkshire.  RG10 9AQ     Call 0118 934 0777 to arrange a visit 



The French Horn,  
Sonning. Quality.
Wonderful food and wine

www.thefrenchhorn.co.uk 
0118 969 2204


