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0118 960 1000  www.haslams.net

Haslams Estate Agents are specialists in the Reading area 
including Sonning. Call us if you’re thinking of making a 
property transaction...

Homes for Sale

For Sale

West Drive £1,550,000

Sonning

•  Detached family home in sought-
after private road address

 •  Six bedrooms, two bathrooms

 •  Three reception rooms; EPC rating: E

 •  Set in approximately one acre of 
established grounds

•  Kitchen-breakfast room with 
further kitchen

•  Double glazed conservatory

•  Gated driveway with detached 
double garage

•  Convenient for schools and 
motorway access

Set in one of Sonning’s 
most sought-after 

addresses, Foxhill is a 
substantial detached 

home set in established 
grounds of approximately 

one acre incorporating 
a light woodland. 

Conveniently situated for 
Reading Blue Coat school 

and providing excellent 
access for transport links 

and leisure facilities, with 
the villages of Wargrave 

and Twyford nearby.
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— 8.00am Holy Communion
 — 10.30am Family Service
 — 6.30pm Holy Communion

The Baptism of Christ
Sunday 11 January

 — 8.00am Holy Communion
 — 10.30am Parish Eucharist with 
Sunday Club
 — 6.30pm Evening Prayer

Sunday 18 January
 — 8.00am Holy Communion
 — 10.30am Family Communion
 — 12.15pm Baptism
 — 6.30pm Choral Evensong 
with visit of the St Paul’s, 
Wokingham choir

Sunday 25 January
 — 8.00am Holy Communion
 — 10.30am Parish Eucharist with 
Sunday Club
 — 6.30pm Evening Prayer
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EDITORIAL DEADLINE
Editorial deadline, February issue: 
Friday 9 January at 12 noon. 

FRONT COVER picture
Victorian tiles uncovered in the 
sanctuary of St Andrew’s Church 
by Tom Farncombe.

Weekly and 
Monthly Services

Baptisms
— 21 December 
      Georgie Isla Hollis

Weddings
— 22 November
     Richard Darren Draper and   
     Emma Corinne Graham
— 29 November
     Anthony Michael Evans and
     Jessica Rowan
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• Extensive experience in caring for persons suffering from
strokes, muscular dystrophy, multiple sclerosis, spinal
injuries, motoneuron disease, Parkinson's, Alzheimer's
and dementia as well as providing palliative care.

• All nurses and carers are fully trained,
insured and DBS checked.

Live in Care - Daily Visits - Respite Care

Henley Care Agency
Care in your own home

For more information or to arrange
a home assessment call Izabela
directly on 07849 897 052

Tel. 01491 842915
Email. info@henleycare.co.uk

CQC Registered Provider 1-341050661
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The Vicar’s letter
De a r fr iends,
Firstly, may I wish you all a happy New Year from all at your local parish 
church. No doubt many of you have made resolutions as indeed I have. 
Mine is to try and reduce some of my outer layers! Wish me well and 
don’t offer me any biscuits or cake if I call around to your house. 
      This is the time of year when vicar’s letters often waffle on about 
resolutions and new beginnings. I have asked a number of trusted readers 
of this magazine to serve on what I call ‘waffle watch’, instructed to tell 
me if I lapse into this sort of tedious twaddle. I am therefore risking their 
disapproval with mention of resolutions and new starts, but I trust they 
will understand there is at least a point to it. 

On the front cover of this edition you will see the magnificent 
Victorian tiles in the sanctuary that were revealed when we removed the 
very tired mustard yellow 1970’s carpet. The PCC has decided, on a year’s 
trial, to leave them exposed and to restore the appearance of the 
sanctuary to how it looked in Canon Hugh Pearson’s day in the 1850’s. Therefore the ancient Jacobean altar, 
which had been stored in the vestry, has been restored back to its intended place. To my mind the overall effect 
is stunning and I do wonder, as a child of the 1970’s myself, what on earth they were thinking of back then! 
Anyway, we shall try it out for a year and then make a permanent decision. 

If we had to design a new church building today, I can be fairly certain that nearly all of the things that 
are most admired in our present structure wouldn’t be present in a new one. St Andrew’s really is the most 
impractical of buildings, in many ways a huge drain on the resources and energies of our church family, but 
it is what we have inherited and therefore generation after generation does its best to look after it. I have 
found it rewarding to restore the sanctuary back to its intended appearance from 1851, but of course, the 
Victorians completely altered the appearance of the building themselves, irreversibly so, and if we go back to 
the first church on this site in the 7th century, it would have most likely been a wooden shack. Readers may be 
relieved to learn that I am not advocating a return to this, although our heating bill might become a little more 
manageable! 

Sometimes in life it is good to strip away what we accumulate over the years and declutter our existence. 
New Year is an obvious time for this. It may be psychological ‘baggage’ or painful memories and resentments 
which drag us down, or indeed it may be a need to literally shed the physical accumulation of too many 
calories. As a Christian who works in the church, I have found that I sometimes need to strip away the clutter 
of denominational life and remind myself why I spend my days doing this sort of work. I think all Christians 
would benefit from this. For some people, their faith is too caught up with the building or committee work, 
being in the choir or the politics of the dreaded Deanery synod, the definition of which was recently described 
to me as a group of Anglicans waiting to go home. These activities take over and we lose sight of our original 
purpose. 

Strip away all those accumulations and we have Jesus of Nazareth. All the things that can obsess the 
church, which the media love to magnify, are ultimately unimportant when we remind ourselves that we are 
His disciples. Our task is to make a difference in the world in His name. We are called to roll our sleeves up and 
get involved in our community to spread Christ’s message, not just through words, but far more effectively, 
through deeds. When a group of Christians is serious about this, and are truly committed to serving Jesus in 
this way, things begin to happen and communities are transformed. 

We as a church council will be spending time later this year deciding on the priorities for the future. We will 
need to remember what our original purpose is, to remove the layers of distractions which can tie up a church 
in pointless activity and to focus on our true calling. Our new hall will be a powerful tool in this work. Let us 
pray that 2015 will see this finally come to fruition, for the benefit of all.

This New Year may we strip away all which distracts and holds us back and focus on what is truly important, 
making Christ known in a community, country and world in so much need of Him.
Warm wishes.
Jamie

Thank you! Caroline, Alice and Annabelle join me in thanking all those who have sent us cards this Christmas time. Your 
thoughtfulness is much appreciated. Jamie
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HOME CARER VACANCIES
Reading and surrounding villages 

Own Transport Essential
Highly competitive hourly rate of pay + mileage + holiday pay 

+ training and ongoing support
Full time, part time and live in care positions available

Are you the type of person you would want looking after you when 
you are older?

We help vulnerable people in the community with the chores of 
daily life so that they can continue living in their own homes.

You will be involved in a broad range of duties such as 
companionship and support, medication prompting, laundry and 
general housework.

We treat our clients with dignity, privacy and respect and we 
support our staff through continuous training and personal 
development.

Previous experience is ideal but not essential but you MUST have 
a caring and compassionate nature and a willingness to help and 
support others.

If you are looking for interesting and rewarding full or part time 
work in the local area then this could be just the job for you!

Q1Care Ltd, Highbridge House, 16-18 Duke Street, Reading, RG1 4RU 

To find out more about these worthwhile opportunities: 

     0118 902 3914     www.q1care.co.uk     

Q1 recruitment ad.indd   1 06/11/2014   15:29:53

TELEPHONE

0118 934 3171
Wed-Fri: 9.30am-5.30pm
Sat: 9.30am-4.00pm

Ladies and Gentlemen’s 
Hairdressing

3 Longfield Parade, Longfield Road

Twyford  RG10 9AN

 

 
KINGFISHER   BATHROOMS 

 

Plumbing – Plastering – Tiling 
. . . and all associated work 

 
 

140 Kingfisher Drive, Woodley, Reading RG5 3LQ 
0778 897 2921 

email: markt@kingfisher-bathrooms.com 
www.kingfisher-bathrooms.com 

 
 

in 
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If you like reading books, and are interested in 
finding out what books there are which might help 
your Christian life, then you will probably enjoy the                  
St Andrew’s Book Group.

It is a small group who meet informally in the St Sarik 
room on the third Wednesday of the month, at 11am for or 
about an hour. Some of the books the group has read and 
shared recently include:

— Looking Through The Cross by Graham Tomlin
— The Lost Message of Jesus by Steve Chalke and Alan Mann
— The Oxford Book of Christmas Poems
— The Left Behind: a Novel of Earth’s Last Days (Book 1) by  
      Tim Lahaye and Jerry Jenkins

The group usually acquires used copies of the books it 
reads so the cost is not astronomical. 

For more details, contact John Scoble on 0118 926 5138

Read, mark and share!

Happy New Year!
Picture: Reading Blue Coat School

Skittles evening? Strike it out until later!
The skittles evening arranged for February has been 
cancelled because the pub has been sold and the new 
owners have closed the skittle alley. The social committee 
is discussing an alternative event to replace this popular 
evening.

The choirs of St Andrew’s Church, Sonning and St Paul’s 
Church, Wokingham are coming together to sing Choral 
Evensong at St Andrew’s on 18 January at 6.30pm. 

Do come along to be enveloped by the combined strength 
and fervour of more than 30 voices leading four hymns 
and a psalm, and let George Dyson’s Magnificat and Nunc 
Dimittis in F, and Philip Wilby’s exquisite anthem, If ye love 
me, offer space for prayerful devotion and reflection.

Two choirs festival comes 
to St Andrew’s, Sonning

The choir of St Paul’s, Wokingham seen here when they recently sang at 
Southwark Cathedral

Hall Appeal Reaches Half Way
At the time of writing, the current total stands at 
£250,048, with many grant applications outstanding. We 
are all set to break ground, once a threshold has been 
reached but we are not yet quite there. You can help us 
reach this target to enable the hall to be built this year. 
Please go to the parish website sonningparish.co.uk for more 
information or pick up a brochure in the church. 

Grand Piano
We look forward to the inaugural concert on 24 January of 
our magnificent new grand piano. We wish to thank most 
warmly Mrs Daphne Glyn of Sonning who has given this 
fine instrument for the benefit of all in the parish. Since 
Daphne asked to give a long lasting gift to St Andrew’s in 
memory of her late daughter, the vicar has worked closely 
with her son, Ian, to make all the arrangements. We are 
most grateful to him for enabling his mother’s wishes 
to be fulfilled and bringing about this marvellous gift. 
Daphne, Ian and her son in law, Luke, enjoyed a private 
recital on 3 December as Chris Cromar put the instrument 
through its paces.
The upright piano which had been in church is giving 
good service in the St Sarik Room accompanying choir 
rehearsals and will remain in there once it becomes the 
permanent choir vestry/rehearsal room. 

Read more about the grand piano and inaugural concert on page 17
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Call us today for a free, no obligation market appraisal on 
0118 934 1000  

Established in 1938, we believe in maintaining the professionalism and loyalty of 
the original firm, whilst ensuring we embrace cutting edge technology and 
marketing to provide our clients with the highest standards of service.  

SALES 
Our experienced sales team are members of 
the National Association of Estate Agents, 
and believe that the key to a successful sale 
is forged in the initial preparation, valuation 
and marketing of the property.  
 
Once a sale is agreed we pride ourselves in 
our ability to do all we can to liaise with all 
the parties  and their solicitors so the sale 
proceeds as smoothly as possible in the 
desired time frame. 

LETTINGS  
Whether you are a private landlord wishing 
to let out your own home, or an investment 
landlord with one or two, or even larger 
portfolio of properties we can assist you 
with all aspects of residential letting and 
management.  
As members of ARLA, TDS and the 
Ombudsman Services: Property we adhere 
to specific professional standards to ensure 
our clients and tenants receive the best 
possible service. 
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On 25 January, the Church celebrates probably the most 
famous conversion of all. What happened to Saul on the 
road to Damascus has become a byword for all instant 
conversions - the ‘damascene’ moment. 

Saul was a devout Jew, a Pharisee, and a fierce critic of the 
followers of Jesus. On his way to Damascus to organise a 
purge of Christians, he was blinded by a bright light and 
heard a voice saying, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting 
me?’ He asked who it was, and it replied, ‘Jesus, whom you 
are persecuting’. Stunned by the experience, he followed 
further instructions which led him to a Christian man in 
Damascus, who prayed with him. As he did, Saul’s sight 
was restored.

The experience convinced Saul that Jesus - crucified 
in Jerusalem four or five years earlier - was the Messiah 
and had risen from the dead. After a period of instruction, 
he was baptised and his name was changed to Paul. At 
first some Christians were wary about the reality of his 
conversion, but over a period of time he was accepted and 
indeed eventually recognised as an ‘apostle’, a ‘special 
messenger’ of Jesus Christ.

His intellectual stature and leadership gifts quickly 
marked him out, and within a few years he became 
a leading figure in the emerging Christian Church, 
preaching and founding churches all over the Middle East, 
largely of Gentile converts. He was eventually martyred in 
Rome, probably in 65AD.

Paul was the first intellectual of the Christian 
Church, the man who was able to set the events of the 
life and teaching of Jesus, and especially his death and 
resurrection, into a coherent theology, with its roots 
very clearly in the Jewish faith of his own upbringing. 
He’s not always easy to follow. Even the New Testament 
admits that. ‘there are some things (in his letters) hard to 
understand’ (2 Peter 3:16). But at the same time he gave 
the new faith a foundation and credibility which have 
stood it well down the centuries.

Many people think of Paul as a rather negative, narrow 
misogynist, but even a quick reading of his letters actually 
reveals a person of great warmth, who evoked enormous 
affection and devotion from others. ‘You would have 
plucked out your eyes and given them to me!’ he writes to 
the Christians at Galatia. He was, of course, a man of his 
time and culture, in days when women were disregarded in 
terms of status and leadership. 

But read his letters, and see how large a role women 
play in them and how much scope he gave them to lead 
and teach in the Church. In terms of the first century, St 
Paul was a dangerous liberal!

I think the amazing Paul of Tarsus deserves a bit of 
celebrating on 25 January.

















St Paul — The first 
Christian intellectual
By Canon David Winter

Prayer focus for 2015 at St Andrew’s Church
Each month we suggest four subjects for prayer, ranging 
from local to world concerns. At the start of 2015 we 
thought it would be helpful to outline prayer needs for our 
parish throughout this year.
Parish development
— New hall fundraising appeal and plans to begin the  
      building work 
— To develop more home groups
— Plans for community outreach programs from the hall
— The development of our choirs and music ministry and   
      for Chris Cromar as he leads this
— For our core congregation to grow in their faith and  
      discipleship
— Plans for the setting up of a parish office
— The development of a new five year mission and   
      development plan, to begin in the autumn
For our ministry team
— For Jenny Sullivan as she trains as a licenced lay minister  
      for our parish and leads prayer and study groups
— For Alison, our pioneer minister, as she continues her  
      vital work with young people and families 
— For Bob Peters as he serves as licenced lay minister and  
      editor of The Parish Magazine
— For Jean Tinson and the pastoral visitor work she   
      coordinates
— For Jamie, our vicar, as he works with the wardens,  
      ministry team and PCC to serve current needs, develop  
      the parish and its outreach, and plan and prepare for  
      future challenges
Schools and young people
— For the appointment process for a new headteacher  of  
      Sonning CofE Primary School
— The ministry undertaken by Alison, Bob and Jamie
       in Sonning School, Charvil Piggott CofE School, The  
       Reading Blue Coat School and Charvil Pre School
— GLUE - the parish kids fellowship - and Alison as she leads it
— St Andrew’s Sunday Club teachers and members  
— Preparations for the move to the new hall/development  
      of age appropriate teaching groups
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Five generations of experience 

serving Sonning since 1826 - 

we know we will make a difference

Reading Head Office 0118 957 3650

Henley Office 01491 413434

Caversham 0118 9477007

Other branches: Wokingham, Bracknell, Thatcham

For information about our funeral

and memorial masonry services: 

Golden Charter
Funeral Plans

Hicks MOT & 
Service Centre
We offer a complete, well equipped,  

modern workshop for all your  
vehicle servicing or repair needs

WHILE YOU WAIT 

MOT TEST
AND SERVICE CENTRE

15 Headley Road, Woodley RG5 4JB

Tel: 0118 944 1808

	Private & Commercial Vehicle Repairs
	Air Conditioning Service
	Free Courtesy Car (subject to availability)

Open 7.30am - 
5.30pm (Weekdays)

Hicks  
Joinery Ltd  

Joinery Manufacturers.  
Wood Finishing 

Tel: Reading  
0118 969 0595

The Hicks  
Group

Hicks  
Developments Ltd 

Property Developers  
Tel: Reading 0118 969 0595

The independent day school in Reading for girls aged 3–18

NEW
!

For more information about these sessions please visit our website. 
To book a place(s) please email
stayandplay@theabbey.co.uk

Toddler Stay and Play
Bring your busy bee to  

The Abbey Stay and Play!
All are welcome to our fun and creative themed play  

sessions for toddlers on the first Friday of the month in 
term time from 9.30-11.00am.     

Next sessions:  
Friday 9 January, Thursday 5 February 

www.theabbey.co.uk
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From 
the 
editor’s 
desk

The persecuted church and how to support it
By Colin Bailey
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IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR ALL 
CONTRIBUTORS — CHANGE 

OF EDITORIAL DEADLINE
Because of the ways the days of 
the week fall during 2015 we have 
to change the editorial deadline 
for each issue to 12 noon on the 
9th day of the month prior to the 
month of publication This will 
enable the magazine to be printed 
in time to distribute it during 
the last 10 days of the month 
prior to the month of publication. 
Even by moving the deadline one 
day earlier the time allowed for 
production will be extremely tight 
so if copy can be supplied earlier 
than the 9th it will be greatly 
appreciated.

Welcome to our more colourful 
magazine. Thanks to our advertisers, 
both old and new, who recognise The 
Parish Magazine as a worthy vehicle 
for their colour advertising, we have 
been able to upgrade eight more 
pages to colour - only eight remain in 
black and white, including this one, 
and that will probably stay this way 
for the foreseeable future.

We are now starting our third 
year of delivering the ‘new style’ 
magazine for free to every home 
in the parish - the time seems to 
have flown by - and as always we 
are seeking to keep it lively and of 
interest to our wide readership. 

This month we have introduced 
a new column that will look at some 
of the legal aspects of life that are 
either a mystery to many or that we 
don’t often think about. It’s in the 
home and garden section and I hope 
that as time goes by it will touch on 
something of interest for most of our 
readers. 

In the meantime, I wish you all a 
happy and peaceful New Year!

Happy and Blessed Christmas from 
Bethlehem and Baghdad: Canon Andrew 
White, the ‘Vicar of Baghdad’, sent 
greetings from Bethlehem this Christmas 
as it is deemed too dangerous for him to 
be in Iraq at the moment. His team in 
Baghdad are still working flat out to bring 
hope to many thousands of Christians 
forced from their homes. Any gifts that 
you donate will go to those needing help 
in the Middle East. 
See FRRME website: 
frrme.org/happy-blessed-christmas-bethlehem-baghdad-update-canon-andrew-white/

Kenyan Christians killed by Al Shabaab militants: An al Qaeda affiliate 
known as Al Shabaab, based in Somalia, has claimed responsibility for killing 
36 quarry builders in northern Kenya. All are believed to be Christians. Local 
residents told the BBC that the militants separated them from Muslim workers 
before shooting them dead. A presidential adviser from Kenyan border town 
Mandera told the BBC that Al-Shabaab is trying to fan a religious war in a part 
of Kenya that is dominated by Kenyan Somalis, most of whom are Muslim. 
Please pray for the bereaved and for peace in the region. 
Source: World Watch Monitor worldwatchmonitor.org/2014/12/article_3509740.html/

Civil War in the Heart of the Old Christian World: In the heart of the Syrian 
capital, Damascus, the Old City is a Unesco World Heritage site and stronghold 
of the country’s Christians. It has been inhabited for over 4,000 years. One of 
the major frontlines in the war is Jobar, just over a mile away. Mortars continue 
to fall, though it is uncertain if they are the fallout from nearby battles, or 
rebel attacks intended to hit this residential area. While Christians tried to 
remain neutral in the war, many have been kidnapped and churches have been 
desecrated by extremist members of the opposition. Residents are Christian, 
Muslim, Armenian, Shia and Druze. Pray for peace to come in Syria. 
Source: Assyrian International News Agency aina.org/news/20141127151354.htm 

Lift up Pakistani Mother and Lawyers in Prayer: Christian mother Assia 
Bibi is enduring a lengthy ordeal at the hands of the Pakistan justice system, 
under its notorious blasphemy law. She has been imprisoned for five and a half 
years and on death row for more than four years - because Muslim co-workers 
accused her of blasphemy. A Pakistani court recently upheld the death penalty 
for Ms Bibi. Ms Bibi has consistently denied the allegations against her. Pray 
for the Christian lawyers who represent Christian victims under this law. Many 
lawyers in Pakistan are not willing to represent people accused of blasphemy 
due to threats which they themselves face from Islamist extremists if they do 
so. They also help victims of other types of persecution, such as converts from 
Islam. Please pray for the safety of these lawyers and for their success in the 
courts as they seek to right injustices against the Lord’s people. 
Source: 
Barnabas Fund barnabasfund.org 
BBC News Asiabbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-29640245 
Daily prayer features - Aasia Bibi: barnabasfund.org/?m=10%23234%23235&a=802
0&utm_source=twitterfeed&utm_medium=twitter   
Lawyers in Pakistan: barnabasfund.org/?m=10%23234%23235&a=8021&utm_
source=twitterfeed&utm_medium=twitter 

Canon Andrew White
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bridging the gap  
enabling independence at home

For further information contact:  
01491 578 758
Email: bonny@bridgeshomecare.co.uk
Bridges Home Care, Oxford House, Highlands Lane  
Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 4PS

30 years experience providing care and 
supporting families in their own homes

Luckley House School, Wokingham
T: 0118 978 4175 E: Registrar@luckleyhouseschool.org

W: www.luckleyhouseschool.org

WELCOMING BOYS FROM SEPTEMBER 2015

The ONLY small all-round Christian 
coeducational senior school in Berkshire

Woodley Decor 
Painters & Decorators 

Established Since 1969 
 

                                                         
No job too small 

All work guaranteed 
 

For a free quotation, contact us on:  
0118 969 6828 

Or visit our web site: www.woodleydecor.co.uk 
 

                          
                                                                                                                                

93 Western Avenue, Woodley, Berkshire. RG5 3BL 

Inglewood Day  
Nursery and Preschool
Offering ‘Outstanding’ high-quality  
childcare for ages 3 months – 5years

Sonning Lane • Sonning • RG4 6ST
email: Inglewood@brighthorizons.com 
tel: 01189 448338 

www.brighthorizons.co.uk
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Autumn in St Andrew’s Churchyard 
signed by photographer, Tom 
Farncombe, not only makes a perfect 
picture for almost any room in 
the house but is an ideal wedding, 
baptism or birthday gift. This 
spectacular print, issued as a limited 
edition of only 50 numbered copies, is 
being sold for £25 in aid of the new 
St Andrew’s community hall.

The picture is supplied with a double 
mount, as above, that is ready for 
framing. It measures 30.5cm deep x 
40.5cm wide. For a small additional 
fee the picture can be framed. For 
details how to purchase a copy call 
Keith Nichols on 0118 969 4628 or email 
on keithnichols@talktalk.net.

 
  THE JUBILEE HALL 

CHARVIL

Available for community groups 
and private hire

St Andrew’s owns an excellent hall 
complex in Park View Drive North, 
Charvil. It has a number of regular 

users and is also available for ad-hoc 
bookings. The hall can seat 80 in a 
theatre style. It  has a stage, a well-

equipped kitchen and an annexe. More 

details at:

www.sonningparish.org.uk
or from Raj on 
0795 642 3764 

jubileehallcharvil@gmail.com

Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

Then you might like to discuss the 
possibility of getting married in our 
ancient and beautiful parish church. 

If so, call the vicar, Jamie 
0118 969 3298

He will be pleased to help you!

Planning a wedding for 2015?

THE CHURCH OF ST ANDREW SERVING
CHARVIL, SONNING AND SONNING EYE

In addition to the stunning and historic location in Sonning, we will work 
hard to provide you with a memorable and moving occasion. We can 

provide a choir, organ, peal of eight bells, beautiful flowers, over 100 lit 
candles set in our ornate Victorian chandeliers and the use of our beautiful 

churchyard as a backdrop for your photographs. 

Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

The Church of St Andrew serving Charvil, Sonning and Sonning Eye

St Andrew’s Church Hall Appeal

Total so far: £250,048
And now for the next half !!!

500,000

400,000

300,000

200,000

100,000

0

Only 25 perfect 
gifts left . . .  ,

Can You Beat the Clock? now available for only £3 
The popular ‘Can You Beat 
the Clock? game enjoyed at 
Charvil and Sonning village 
shows and other local events, 
is being sold in aid of the new 
community hall for only £3! 

It’s a very simple game that 
children and adults of all ages 
can play. The challenge is to see 
how many squares on the board 
can be covered in numerical 
order with counters in two 
minutes. There are 100 squares 
on the original game and only two people have so far covered more than 30! There 
is also a junior version with two games, one on each side of the board. This has been 
described by local school teachers as a great educational tool because it challenges 
young minds to recognise and count numbers up to 25 and to learn the alphabet. 

The original and the junior game cost only £3 each and they come with a bag 
of coloured counters. There are three versions of the original game which makes 
memorising the order more difficult. The full set - the three original versions and 
the junior game plus the counters - are being offered for only £11. 

For more details or to buy your ‘Beat the Clock’ game call 0118 961 1188 or 
email: editor@the parishmagazine.co.uk  Please note that a timer is not included.

 the parish noticeboard — 4



14 The Parish Magazine

 

1 

 

 
                                           

TOMALIN & SON 
 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
Monumental Mason 

 

An Independent & Family-Owned Funeral Service 
 

24 Hours Personal Attention / Private Chapel of Rest 
 

Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames 
 
 

 

Tel: 
01491-573370  

 

Home users & small businesses in the Wargrave, Henley, 
Twyford, Bray, Cookham, Bisham, Sonning and surrounding areas. 

At your office or home. One-to-One personal tuition, 
Advice, Set-up and Installation. 

PC Health-Check, Tune-Up, Virus & Spyware, Data Recovery, 
Email & Office, Broadband, Wired & Wireless Networks, 

Skype/VOIP & Webcams. 
Microsoft Windows, XP, Vista & Windows 7 Operating Systems. 

No job too small or too large 

Home users & small businesses in the Twyford, Charvil, 
Sonning, Woodley, Wargrave and surrounding areas.
At your office or home. One-to-One personal tuition, 

Advice, Set-up and Installation.
PC Health-Check, Tune-Up, Virus & Spyware, Data Recovery, 

Email & Office, Broadband, Wired & Wireless Networks, 
Skype/VOIP & Webcams.

Microsoft Windows 8, 7 and all earlier versions.
New - Smartphone (e.g. iPhone, Android, Blackberry, 
Windows) and iPad/Tablet advice set up and integration.

CHRIS   the plumber
I offer a friendly, reliable service from 
a dripping tap to installing radiators 
and full heating systems

All general plumbing undertaken 
Emergency call out available

Contact Chris Duvall
Free no obligation quote

E: christheplumber75@googlemail.com
M: 0785 095 6354       Tel: 0118 926 4690

WHITE MARQUEES
For hire

 All proceeds used for funds of 
1st Sonning Scout Group

Suitable for all events, 
parties, fetes etc.
We Deliver, Erect, 

Take Down and Collect!

Suggested donation of only £175
Discount for Registered Charities

Trefor 07789 880072
 Marquee@sonningscouts.co.uk

MUCK ‘N’ MULCH 
ORGANIC MANURE COMPOST 

We deliver to private gardens, landscapers, 
allotments and gardening clubs 

 

FREE DELIVERY 
 

Processed stable manure compost 
can be used all year round for feeding and mulching 

Spreading service available. Minimum delivery ten bags 
Half pallet (35 bags) Full pallet (70 bags) 

 

24 Hours: 07831 437989 
Freephone Muck ‘n’ Mulch on 0800 7810137 

www.muckandmulch.co.uk 
info@muckandmulch.co.uk 

 
in 

 
 

The F lower Loft
Individually designed Floral Gifts 

for all occasions
Same day local delivery service

Wedding and Event Flowers
Floral Tributes

Sympathy Flowers

             INTERFLORA FLORIST 

The Flower Loft
LADD’s Garden Village

A4 Bath Road, Hare Hatch RG10 9SB

0118 940 3804
www.theflowerloftatladds.co.uk

Serving our local communities for 10 years
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Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

the church of st andrew, SERVING THE 
COMMUNITIES OF CHARVIL, SONNING and sonning eye

Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

The Church of St Andrew serving Charvil, Sonning and Sonning Eye

St Andrew’s Church Hall Appeal

If you shop on-line
you can help fund

our new community hall 
and it won’t cost you 

anything extra!
It’s so simple, it’s hard to believe it’s true!
1. Go to giveasyoulive.com/join.sonningpcc and register - it’s free!
2. Download the free toolbar - this makes it really easy to use.
3. Shop on line. If the company you are buying from is in the 
giveasyoulive.com scheme - and there are over 3,000 of them - the 
toolbar will appear at the top of your screen and ask you to click 
it. Then make your purchase in the usual way and the seller will 
     send a donation to the PCC at no extra cost to you.

Here’s just a few of the well-known names in the scheme: John Lewis, Argos, 
Amazon, M&S, thetrainline.com, Debenhams, Lastminute.com, eBay, Expedia, 
Next, Mothercare, Thomas Cook, B&Q, Currys, Interflora, PCWorld, ToysRus, 
Dorothy Perkins, House of Fraser, Viking Direct, Apple Store, Halfords, Lego, 
Monsoon, Hamleys, Hotels.com, TopShop, RAC Car Insurance, Aviva, ASDA, 
Waitrose, Sports Direct, Sky, BHS, Carphone Warehouse, Laura Ashley, Littlewoods, 
Waterstones, Staples, Lakeland, Tesco, Matalan, Boots …. PLUS over 3,000 more!

giveasyoulive.com/join.sonningpcc

New Hall & Parish Office Funding Appeal

Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

The Church of St Andrew serving Charvil, Sonning and Sonning Eye

How to give freely 
as you live online

Following the star to our Epiphany
On 6 January Christians around the 
world celebrate Epiphany, so named 
because it marks the revelation that 
God came to live in the world in the 
form of the child Jesus.

Jesus was probably about two years old 
when the magi, as Matthew calls them 
in his gospel, arrived in Bethlehem. We 
are are told that the holy family were 
then living in a house. 

‘Magi’ was the name of an ancient 
priestly caste from Persia in the East. 
This is why in the now traditional, 
but not necessarily accurate, Nativity 
scene it is usual to place the wisemen 
on the right hand side as you face it, 
symbolising visitors from the East.

It wasn’t until the third century 
that they were called kings by a church 
father, Tertullian. Another church 
father, Origin, assumed there were 
three to correspond with the gifts 
given - gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
Later Christian interpretation came to 
understand gold as a symbol of wisdom 
and wealth, incense as a symbol of 
worship and sacrifice, and myrrh as 
a symbol of healing and embalming. 
Certainly Jesus challenges and sets 
aright the way in which the world 
handles all three of these things. On 
page 29 Dr Simon Ruffle adds further 
insight to the healing properties of the 
gifts.

Since the eighth century, the magi 
have had the names Balthasar, Caspar 
and Melchior.

While the Epiphany reminds us 
all of Christ coming to live among 
us, it is a good time to remember our 
own Epiphanies - the time when we, 
as Christians, were challenged to 
accept Him in our lives. Sometimes 
there can be a period of acceptance 
spreading over many years, or for some 
a few days, while for others it can be 
instantaneous. 

Our personal Epiphany often occurs 
at a time of crisis in our lives when we 
are challenged by circumstances of 
life - perhaps the death of a loved one, 
the diagnosis of an incurable medical 
condition, or, as with the magi, the 
joyful birth of a child. 

We are all following a star as 
the magi from the East did and the 
Epiphany of Christ reminds us why.

Wise men, magi or kings are portrayed around the world in different shapes and forms in 
Nativity scenes but all point us to the same revelation of Christ in our lives.
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READING BLUE COAT SCHOOL
An Independent Day School for Boys, with a Co-Educational Sixth Form

www.rbcs.org.uk

Come and take a look!

Call 0118 944 1005 
for an

informal chat
with our 

Admissions 
team

When it comes to senior care, Sunrise continues to set the standard. 
Our expertly trained staff and the high quality personalised care we 
offer are changing the way people think about senior living.

Whether it’s assisted living, nursing care or our ground-breaking 
Reminiscence neighbourhood bringing comfort to those living with 
memory loss, everything we do is born from a commitment to 
providing only the very best care to seniors.

A Brighter Approach to 
Senior Living

www.sunrise-care.co.uk

Sunrise of Sonning

Please call on 0118 944 4300 for more information.
Sunrise of Sonning, Old Bath Road, Sonning, Berkshire RG4 6TQ

Snapshot of Sunrise 
in Sonning
• Expertly trained, 
 compassionate staff

•  High quality residential 
and nursing care

•  Leading the way in specialist 
dementia care

•  Landscaped gardens and 
beautiful interiors offering 
all the comforts of home

•  Five inspiring activities every 
day, seven days a week

ADV_SON_0713_ParishMagazine_01.indd   1 09/07/2013   11:46

JH
Home based beauty therapist since 1996

email | janette@janettehammond.co.uk 

tel | 07917 818283



Features 17

The new St Andrew’s 7 feet 6 inch grand piano that 
will be inaugurated this month in a special concert 
performed by a top international pianist, reflects, 
in many ways, our church today. It seeks to embrace 
the knowledge, skill and craftsmanship developed 
in the past with the best ideas and technology of 
modern times.

According to Kawai, the makers of our new 
instrument that was kindly donated by Daphne 
Glyn, a resident of the parish: ‘A grand piano is made 
up of over ten thousand precision parts – wood, metal, 
carbon fibre and many other materials. Just assembling 
them into the mere form of a grand piano is, by itself, 
an immense undertaking. But the process of crafting 
them into a precision instrument capable of translating 
the dynamic expressions of the soul into the language of 
music is an art.’

Dominic John,
the highly-acclaimed 
international concert 
pianist, presents a virtuoso 
programme of music by 
Mozart, Schumann, 
Chopin and Gershwin

the church of st a ndr ew,  SERV ING
CH A RV IL ,  SONNING a nd sonning e y e

Tickets: £10 on the door 
includes an interval drink

The Inaugural Concert 
on the St Andrew’s Church 
New Kawai Grand Piano

St Andrew’s Church, Sonning
7.30pm on Saturday 24 January

The precise art of combining traditional 
craftsmanship with advanced technology

Kawai began making pianos 80 
years and today has a reputation 
for outstanding quality. Yet it does 
not rely on its past. The company 
has pioneered many technological 
developments to improve the piano. 
One of the most revolutionary is the 
use of carbon fibre instead of wood 
for some of the precision components. 
They are not only much lighter and 
give greater durability but enhance 
the tone and the power of the piano. 
Come along to the inaugural concert 
this month and hear it for yourself.

As with any exceptional musical 
instrument, to hear it at its best you 
need an exceptional muscian, and 
this is what Dominic John brings to 
the Inuagural Concert.

Dominic was a fellow student with 
Christopher Cromar, St Andrew’s 
new director of music, at Chetham’s 
School of Music in the mid-90’s, and 
now they collaborate regularly on 
musical projects.

Dominic’s artistry has won him 
several prizes, including First Prize 
in the 22nd Brant International Piano 
Competition. He is a member of the 
faculty at the Royal Academy of Music 
and his music is in demand around 
the world. His latest album, Wild 
About Transcription, was released in 
2014 to great acclaim. One reviewer 
wrote online: ‘It feels as if you are inside 
the piano and you can hear everything 
with total clarity. Fantastic playing.’

At only £10 the Inuagural Concert 
is a musical bargain not to be missed! 

Left to right: Christopher Cromar with Daphne Glyn and her son Ian in 
St Andrew’s for a private recital on the grand piano she donated.
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INCLUSIVE • INDIVIDUAL • INSPIRATIONAL

Open Morning
Saturday 21 March, 9.30am to 12.00pm

For entry at Years 7, 9 and 12 in September 2016 

Boys aged 11-18 • Girls aged 16-18
Full, weekly and flexi boarding available from Year 9
Inspirational Oxfordshire site by the River Thames

www.shiplake.org.uk

CANON TREE CARE
EXPERIENCED  QUALIFIED  INSURED

In association with TAKA ISHII  Green Garden Design (Japan)            

OFFICE - MON-FRI 8.45-5.30: 
READING 0845 034 0962
OUT OF OFFICE HOURS: 

MOBILE 0779 931 5661
CTC.Julian@yahoo.co.uk

•	 Pruning,	Felling	&	Planting		
•	 Reductions,	Thinning	&	Dead	Wooding	
•		Dangerous	Trees	Saved	&	Made	Safe
•		Modern	Noninvasive	Cable	Bracing
•		Stump	Grinding	&	Removal
•		Tree	Problem	Diagnosis
•	Japanese	Ornamental		
				Tree	Pruning	 READING

WINDSOR

MAIDENHEAD

BRACKNELL

SONNING

A.F. Jones
Stonemasons

Limited

Established in 1858

01491 574 644
www.etsheppard.co.uk

36 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames RG9 1AG

0118 9573 537
www.afjones.co.uk

33 Bedford Road, Reading, RG1 7EX

57732 AF Jones Parish Magazine Advert.indd   1 19/11/2014   10:43
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My father was reading the paper and there was a picture of 
a bombed out town on the cover. I asked him what it was 
about and he told me there was trouble in Poland. Soon 
afterwards on a sunny day the whole family moved from 
the garden inside the house to listen to the radio. After 
the broadcast my father announced rather dramatically 
that we were at war with Germany. That night we checked 
the blackout precautions; all the windows were blacked 
out with blinds and if the slightest chink of light showed, 
wardens patrolling the street banged on your door. We were 
ready for war!

Sometime in the night I was awakened by my mother 
who said the air raid siren had sounded and we must go 
downstairs for safety. 

It was the first night of the war so we had not built a 
shelter. My mother and elder brother and I sat in the corner 
of the sitting room as my father piled furniture all around 
us. This was to protect us from blast and flying glass if we 
were bombed. 

Sometime in the night some overzealous warden rang a 
bell which was the signal for a gas attack. 
We all dutifully put on our gas masks 
which had been issued a few weeks 
before. It was generally thought that 
bombs and gas would be dropped on 
a vast scale from the very beginning 
of the war. 

For a small boy aged five and my 
teenage brother gas masks created 
the opportunity to make farty noises 

which caused some merriment in 
what was a tense situation. 

Eventually the all clear sounded 
and we all returned to bed. It had 
been a very exciting night for us 
children.

Growing up in a war was extraordinary and fortunately 
I remember it well. I intend to share some of my 
recollections of those events. I hope to jog the memories 
of some of the older members of the community and to 
let the younger generation know what it was like to live 
through such troubled times.

There had been no German raid; 
it was all a mistake. The alarm had 
been sounded when one of our 
aeroplanes returning home flew over. 

At the start of the war it was 
very quiet and little happened. 
I remember someone telling my 
mother it would all be over by 
Christmas - Christmas 1939! 

It all changed in 1940 when 
the Germans invaded Norway and 
the British army was driven out 
of France at Dunkirk as France 
collapsed. Air raids on English towns 
became frequent, although they 
never used gas. 

Soon after the start of the war 
we moved out into rural Derbyshire, 
safe my parents thought from bombs 
and air raids. Strangely enough quite 
a few bombs were dropped in the 
fields, and one killed a poor old cow! 

After the war we realised there 
was a huge deception operation 
which meant bombs for Rolls Royce 
in Derby were diverted into the 
countryside. 

The porter at the nearby branch 
line railway station found an 
incendiary bomb on his way to 
work. He put it in his saddle bag and 

brought it to the station where it was 
placed in a bucket of sand until the 
Bomb Disposal Unit arrived. It was 
so exciting; a real bomb with German 
writing on the side, and for a small 
boy it was magic. Looking back from 
these health and safety times it was 
definitely dangerous! 

Wartime memories of a five year old
By Robert Lobley
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The Old Telephone Exchange
Hawthorn Way
Sonning
RG4 6TG     

Open Letter to All Parishioners            9 November 2014
 
Dear Friends,
 
The Future of the Sonning Branch, Royal British Legion
 
As readers of this excellent magazine serving our wonderful community, here 
in Sonning and Charvil, I am sure you will have enjoyed the recent articles 
marking the centenary of the outbreak of World War 1. As I write, I know that 
I will have seen many of you watching today’s Parade and at our very moving 
Service of Remembrance in St Andrew’s. 

It seems appropriate then, to use this opportunity to seek to re-invigorate the 
Branch with some new members, both of the Legion and hopefully to serve on 
our small committee, and by doing so, securing the future of the British Legion in 
Sonning and taking us into our 91st year.

 The sole criterion for membership of the Legion is to share in its aims and ideals. 
No prior military or other service is required.

We need to find volunteers to fill three posts on the committee which are 
about to become vacant; Chair, Secretary and Membership Secretary. If we could 
find a Treasurer in addition to these posts then we would be able to regain our 
independence from our parent branch, Wargrave, which would be terrific.  At a 
minimum, however, the posts of Chair and Secretary must be filled for us to be viable, 
and to continue to collect for the Poppy Appeal and to Parade in our own right.

I am confident that, knowing as I do the community spirit and pride we have in 
our Parish, people will come forward and the British Legion in Sonning will continue 
its great work. If you would like to help us meet this challenge then please feel free 
to contact me on 0118 927 2879 or shaun@shepps.co.uk as soon as you can. I will 
happily answer any questions you may have.

 Yours faithfully,
 Shaun Sheppard
 Chairman, Royal British Legion, Sonning Branch 

After 90 years of service Sonning’s Royal 
British Legion is in need of invigoration

In the open letter (right) to 
everyone in Charvil, Sonning and 
Sonning Eye, Shaun Sheppard, the 
retiring chairman of the Sonning 
branch of the Royal British Legion is 
asking for volunteers to help keep it 
going in the future. 

The Sonning branch was founded 
90 years ago and its two main 
responsibilities are organising the 
annual poppy appeal locally and the 
Remembrance Sunday parade and 
service in St Andrew’s Church.

Last year Sonning Branch raised 
raised over £9,500 from its Poppy 
Appeal and the Remembrance 
Service at St Andrew’s which 
attracted 606 people, including 130 
children from the brownies, guides, 
cubs, scouts and young cadets. It was 
standing room only for some.

Inspired by the ceramic poppy memorial at the 
Tower of London, the display above was part 
of a ‘poppy flow’ that decorated St Andrew’s 
Church for the last Remembrance Sunday.
                                             Picture: Tom Farncombe 

Pupils and staff of Sonning Church of 
England Primary School completed a week 
of Remembrance activities with a special 
service at St Andrew’s Church. 

All the pupils contributed to a special wreath 
that was placed on the war memorial during 
the service. 

The honour of placing the wreath went 
to the school’s youngest pupil and the eldest 
who are seen in our picture on the left.

Sonning School children 
place their special wreath
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Amy Hall (right) with Lulu Blanckenburg at 
the grave of Bertha Blake in Wokingham.

clearing it in preparation for the 
remembrance ceremony.  

Luckley House School is currently 
developing links with its Alumnae 
and is always very keen to reconnect 
with past pupils or staff of the 
school, especially  any pupils who 
were part of the annual ‘Flowers for 
Miss Drake’ in past years. If you are 
a former Luckley pupil and would 
like to join the school’s Alumnae, you 
can do so by emailing the Alumnae 
coordinator, Sue Hawkins on:
sue.hawkins@luckleyhouseschool.org  

Above (top to bottom): Three of the groups represented in 
this year’s Remembrance parade through Sonning - the 
Royal British Legion, the Salvation Army band from 
Reading and cadets and others representing the Armed 
Forces . Other uniformed groups attending the service 
in St Andrew’s Church included girls and boys from the 
Scouting movement.       Pictures: Tom Farncombe

Two pupils from Luckley House 
School recently travelled to a 
Wokingham graveyard to resurrect 
a very old tradition. Head girl, 
Amy Hall and youngest pupil, Lulu 
Blanckenburg placed flowers on 
the grave of Miss Bertha Drake, 
who founded Luckley House School, 
formerly Luckley School in 1918. 

Today, the school continues to 
provide a world class, holistic, 
academic education based on the 
Christian foundations of love and 
service and over the years has 
attracted girls from our parish. It is 
open to boarding and day pupils aged 
11-18 years.

While looking through the 
school’s archives the tradition of 
placing flowers on Bertha Drake’s 
grave on 1 November, the date the 
school was founded, was discovered. 
With the help of All Saints Church, 
in Wokingham, Sue Hawkins, the 
school’s Alumnae coordinator located 
the grave in an untended part of 
the cemetery and spent some time 

Girls’ school seeks help to restart a 
forgotten remembrance ceremony 

Reading Blue Coat School pupil, 
Harry Hayes, became a media 
celebrity when he was sent to the 
Tower of London to lay the last of 
the 888,246 ceramic poppies used 
to create a stunning memorial 
that attracted more than 5 million 
visitors from around the world. 
Harry, a 13 year old cadet, who 
is seen on the right laying the 
final poppy, said: ‘I was really 
excited to plant the poppy – but 
also honoured because it wasn’t 
really a celebration, but rather a 
commemoration.’

Local schoolboy 
is honoured and 
excited to lay the 
last Tower poppy
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33 Right at Home  28/09/2012  10:23  Page 1

The
Parish
Magazine

We thank all our advertisers for their continuing 
support and ask readers when responding to adverts 
to mention that they found the product or service in 
The Parish Magazine. If you would like to advertise in 
this magazine please contact Gordon Nutbrown on

0118 969 3282 
advertising@theparishmagazine.co.uk
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Wanted: Your memories of Sonning School
In May this year, Sonning Church 
of England Primary School will be 
celebrating 50 years at its present 
site in the village. To mark this 
occasion The Parish Magazine will 
publish in our May issue a special 
feature about the school’s last 50 
years. 

In 1965 Sonning School moved from 
it’s original premises in Thames 
Street to its present location in 
Ligugé Way - although in those days 
the address was Pound Lane.

Today the school enjoys an 
enviable reputation as a popular and 
successful ‘all-round’ educational 
establishment based on its Christian 
ethos built in close partnership 
with St Andrew’s Church. In May 
this year as part of the anniversary 
celebrations there will be a special 
service of thanksgiving in St Andrew’s 
Church to which everyone will be 
welcome.

The present day pupils talk about 
the school being fun, friendly, 
challenging and unforgettable while 
their parents say they are proud and 
delighted with the achievements of 
their children. 

The editor of The Parish Magazine 
would like to hear from past pupils, 
families and staff about how the 
school served them in their time 
in order to record their experience 
in our special 50 year anniversary 
feature.

If you or your children were pupils 
during this time, or if you have some 
other connection with the school, 
then please contact the editor on 
editor@theparishmagazine.co.uk  or 
0118 961 1188. We are looking for 
your stories, photographs and 
memories to help make this a very 
special feature that will be valuable to 
future generations.

And, if you use facebook, visit the 
Sonning Past Pupils page that has 
been set up by former pupil Katie 
Tull to exchange more anniversary 
memories.

 
This  picture of Sonning School was taken 
last year by Neil Jackson on board a light 
aircraft flown by Mark Green, husband of 
Lesley, the headteacher of the school.

Lesley Green to 
retire this July
Lesley Green, Sonning School’s 
headteacher for the past 16 years, 
has informed the school governors 
that she is retiring at the end of the 
current academic year.

Lesley, who has has been a teacher for 
37 years, has overseen a significant 
expansion of the school from being 
a relatively small village school with 
mixed age-group classes to one where 
each year group has a dedicated 
classroom and teaching staff. 

The deadline for applications 
for primary school places 
in Wokingham Borough for 
the next academic year is on          
15 January. 

If you missed the two open 
mornings for potenital new 
pupils held by Sonning School 
it’s still possible to arrange a 
visit to the school by calling 
them on 0118 969 3399 from 
6 January when the school 
returns after the Christmas 
holidays.

Last chance for new 
pupil applications 



24 The Parish Magazine

We cannot make you immortal
but we can prepare a Will 
to ensure your loved ones 

are cared for.

51a Church Street, Caversham, Reading RG4 8AX
Telephone: 0118 947 8638
eMail: minnaar@cavershamsolicitors.co.uk

Caversham
Solicitors

A GREAT START TO THE NEW YEAR

 Friday night is music night on 16th January with Pete Lincoln on guitar

 Saturday 14th February - fantastic 3 course Valentine Dinner £29

Thames Street, Sonning-on-Thames, Berkshire RG4 6UT  |   sales@greathouseatsonning.co.uk  |  www.greathouseatsonning.co.uk

N E W  Y E A R  |  L O T S  H A P P E N I N G  I N  2 0 1 5

Drop in or call 
0118 9692277 
to book a tableMake it your resolution to find out more 

about our amazing plans for 2015
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Village Quiz 
£6-£7. Saturday 24 January, Charvil 
Village Hall 7.45pm 0118 934 5524
Skittles Night 
£5-£6. Saturday 21 February, Charvil 
Village Hall, 7.45pm 0118 934 1582
Senior Citizens Concert Tea 
Free. Saturday 28 March, Charvil 
Village Hall 0118 934 5260
Golf Day for St Andrew’s New Hall, 
Friday 17 April, Sonning Golf Club 
0118 969 2428 - details on page 33 
Charvil Village Fete 
Saturday 13 June, Charvil Village Hall 
clare@charvilfete.org.uk

 around the villages – 2

 diary dates

Eighty members of Sonning and Sonning Eye Society celebrated its 10th 
anniversary with a special evening in Pearson Hall.

The inaugural meeting of the society was held at The Mill in Sonning in 2004 
and its first AGM took place on 27 November. The society now has over 200 
members 

Mike Hart, chairman, said he was sorry that Canon Chris Clarke, the 
original chairman, could not be there and under the guidance of the president 
John Edmonds, began the evening with a brief AGM. 

Following an excellent celebration meal, Mike Hart looked back over the 
years. He described how the society’s many activities, in line with their aims, 
had successfully helped to educate and conserve the life and environment of 
Sonning and Sonning Eye and he thanked past and present members for their 
continued contribution. 

A musical entertainment was performed by Lynette Padfield and Theresa 
May MP ended the evening with a special toast, followed by congratulations 
and very best wishes for the next 10 years!

Above (left to 
right) Barton 
Guthrie, Theresa 
May, Judith 
Hart and 
Lynette Padfield 
while on the 
stage (below) 
are Andy Bell, 
Alan Furness, Mike 
Hart chairman, John 
Edmonds, president 
and Pauline Simmonds 
during the Sonning 
and Sonning Eye 10th 
anniversary AGM and 
dinner in Pearson Hall.

Society marks tenth year The question is...
If you want to know what the 
question is book your place at the 
Charvil Village Society’s quiz on 24 
January in the Charvil Village Hall!

The organisers advise early booking 
for this popular event. Tickets are 
available from Roger Burns on 934 
5524 and cost £6 for members and 
£7 for visitors. You will need to take 
your own drinks and nibbles and to 
be there at 7.45pm.

The RNLI Sonning Branch is looking for new talent to give them a helping 
hand with their annual music night which will be held in Pearson Hall on 
Saturday 21 February at 7.30pm. ‘Tooters & fluters’ of any standard will be 
given priority!

For those who just want to go along and enjoy the fun and fare there will be a 
two course supper,  pay bar with wine, and local beer. 

Tickets are available, £12.50, from Judy Baldwin on 07791 808 543. Please 
send stamped adressed envelope for return of tickets to: RNLI, Wisteria 
Cottage, Pearson Road, Sonning RG4 6UL

Can you give the RNLI a helping hand?

Following the success of The Parish 
Magazine’s 2015 calendar we are 
planning to produce one for 2016, 
so we are looking for more top 
quality photographs from local 
photographers. Your pictures must 
reflect life in the parish and/or the 
seasons. They should be landscape, 
very high resolution images and 
suitable for printing at A4 size. 
Please send your images to editor@
theparishmagazine.co.uk before the 
end of July 2015.

Wanted: Your 
best shots!
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Physiotherapy
at Twyford and Wargrave GP Surgeries

Private appointments available 
Registered with all major healthcare providers

Email info@fitandable.co.uk or call 07720 933 192 for 
further information or to book an appointment

www.fitandable.co.uk

F&ASonningParishAd.indd   1 12/09/2014   17:28

Approved by:

Taking time to care.
Home based companionship care 

services in Berkshire and Oxfordshire. 

The service we offer is perfect for people who need 
support after discharge from hospital, older people, both 
those living alone and in couples, for family carer respite 

breaks and anyone who is finding it harder to cope at 
home. We also offer personal care when required.

For a no obligation one-to-one 
discussion about your needs please contact: 

Melanie Meads 
info@Q1Care.co.uk 

0118 902 3914
www.Q1Care.co.uk

Highbridge House, 16-18 Duke Street, Reading, RG1 4RU
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 around the villages — 3

Dear editor
Below is a copy of part of the email the giveasyoulive 
website just sent me. Y0u are most welcome to publish all 
or part of this message in the magazine if you wish just to 
show other readers how easy and painless this really is! 

I signed up when you first mentioned it a few months 
back and just click on the live link in the emails they send 
to go to the retailer I wish to shop at and then do nothing 
different to normal and to have raised nearly £40 for 
St Andrew’s at no cost or time to myself is so gratifying.

I know there is a link to create an automatic browser 
homepage or something, which would probably be even 
easier, but not being a ‘techie’ I am always a bit fearful of 
making such changes to my computer, so prefer to just 
click there via the email.
Trevor Andrew, Strathmore Drive, Charvil

Thank you. You shopped at: eBay 
You’re supporting: ST ANDREW’S SONNING PCC  
Trevor, your purchase at eBay has raised £0.50 for 
ST ANDREW’S SONNING PCC. 
To date, you have raised £38.62.

For details of how to join the giveasyoulive scheme turn to page 15

Letter to the editor

17 January meet in Littlewick Green, GR840802 (turning 
nearest Maidenhead) at 10.15am. The walk will be via 
Knowl Hill - 4½ miles. Jean Milbourn 926 8035. 

Parish walk

Sonning Art Group put away their paintbrushes in 
December and took the opportunity to share some social 
time together. 

First, 40 members enjoyed a Christmas lunch at the 
Bird in Hand and the next week they held an informal 
celebration to mark the opening of a new storage shed. 
Barbara Carr and Geoff Harvey from the Scarecrow Trail 
finance committee, which funded the group’s new shed, 
cut a ribbon and declared it open. 

The group’s first meeting in the New Year with be 
on 2 January at 1pm in Pearson Hall. Their AGM is the 
following week. New members of any ability are welcome. 

Art group celebrates new shed

Make a date with 
the Monday Club

January 5, 19
February 2, 16
March 2, 16, 30
April 13, 27
May 11
June 1, 15, 29
July 13, 27
August 17
September 7, 21
October 5, 19
November 2, 16, 30
December 7

One of the longest established 
social clubs in the parish, Monday 
Club, has set its meeting dates for 
2015 (see panel on the right). They 
meet in Pearson Hall 2-4pm and 
welcome senior citizens. 
Make a note of these special dates: 
 — April 13 Easter lunch 
— August 17 Summer lunch
— December 7 Christmas party.

Winter can be a challenging time of year, especially for 
the elderly. Age UK offers the following tips to help you 
get through the winter in good shape - and you don’t 
have to be old to benefit from most of them!

— Stay active. Try never to sit still for more than an hour 
at a time. Keep moving around - even if it is just walking 
to the kitchen and back a few times.
— Eat well. Aim for at least one hot meal a day, and 
regular hot drinks. Stock up cupboards with basic food 
items well in advance, in case bad weather arrives.
— Keep your home warm, around 21̊ C. Being cold can 
increase the risk of a heart attack, stroke and breathing 
difficulties.
— Keep your hands, face and feet warm. Wear several 
layers of clothing, as layers trap warm air. Wool and fleecy 
garments are excellent.
— Get a flu jab. Flu can develop into pneumonia, so take 
preventative measures!
— Order any repeat prescriptions early, especially if bad 
weather is forecast. Does your pharmacy offer a delivery 
service?
— Keep in regular touch with friends and family, even if 
just by phone or email.
— Check your benefits. Most people born before 6 
January 1952 will receive a Winter Fuel Payment.
— Reduce your energy bills with insulation and draught-
proofing. For information, call the Energy Saving Advice 
Service on 0300 123 1234
— Keep on top of your energy bills – talk to your energy 
supplier about repayment plans or even grants.

Reading Blue Coat School invites you to two free music 
performances being held this month:
— Wednesday 21 January at 7.00pm
      A Jazz Evening in the Buttery 
— Monday 26 January at 1.30pm
      Lunchtime Music Concert in the Buttery – featuring  
      Year 11 musicians
Contact: Marjie Thorne on 0118 933 5828 for details

Winter from St Andrew’s Tower by Tom Farncombe

Beating the winter chills - 
especially if you are older

Free music to enjoy this month
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Institute of Kitchen, Bathroom
& Bedroom Installers

Official Member

SUPPLY  -   DESIGN   -  INSTALLATION

       0118 9474744        01491 244244       07973 533903
E: gdevansinteriors@yahoo.com     W: www.gdevansinteriors.com

Reading Henley Mobile

1-2 The Parade
Coppice Road

Woodley
RG5 3RB

Richard Lloyd Funeral Services
Independent Funeral Director

24 Hr Telephone: 0118 969 3033

www.readingfunerals.co.uk
enquiries@readingfunerals.co.uk

Telephone or visit Martin or Richard for free,
no-obligation advice at any time. 

Family-owned, Independent
Funeral Director

and Monumental Mason
serving all areas 
in and around 

Sonning and Charvil
Martin Ward

Funeral Director
Dr Richard Lloyd

Proprietor

• Traditional funerals; also horse-drawn hearses, motor-cycle hearse, 
designer coffins and environmentally friendly funerals, including 
wicker, bamboo and pine coffins, as well as woodland burials.

• Personal attention and no-obligation visits made by us
in the comfort of your own home, or in our office in Woodley.

• Golden Charter and Age UK pre-payment Funeral Plans and advice.

Want to 
change the 
look of your 
floors?
Look no further.  
Wentworth textiles 
is a residential and 
commercial carpet 
and flooring  

company with a distinguished 
reputation of nearly 50 years. 

We can provide samples of of any 
flooring, offer a fitting and installation 
service. We also provide rugs, be they 
hand-tufted or sheepskin and in any size.

For further information, please  
contact www.wentworthtextiles.com 
or call 0118 958 2166 or email  
pa.roper@btinternet.com

Wentworth textiles
The home of your carpet and flooring solutions
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By Janette Hammond

For urgent medical advice between 6.30pm 
and 8am, and at weekends, call ... 111

Dr Simon Ruffle 
writes ...

 health & beauty

Following on from my thoughts in the previous magazine the Holy Family 
were visited by the magi who would have been known as wise men and 
likely offered conceived medical wisdom from down the ages. Carrying gold, 
frankincense and myrrh as gifts suggests wealth, health and death.

Medically, there is not much evidence for the use of frankincense and 
myrrh, however man has long used myrrh in rituals around the dead person. 
Frankincense has been studied a little more without positive evidence although 
fragrant smoke has often been thought to purify the atmosphere and solutions 
of both are used in indigestion. Long term use has not been evaluated but often 
where humans have used nature’s resources there is often good reason - the 
bark of the willow tree contains natural aspirin.

Gold, however, has plenty of uses. As a non-reactive metal, gold is very 
useful for coating tips of modern catheters and measuring devices used 
in intensive care units. There are also electronic devices which use gold’s 
conductive properties. 

In solution form it was used for rheumatoid arthritis injections, although 
this has been superseded by many more modern medicines.

Gold in a radioactive form can be implanted and used in local radiotherapy 
for some types of cancer. Being non-reactive and heavy, it can also be inserted 
into the upper eyelid to help people who cannot close their eyes fully. I have 
never come across a patient with this but was interested to find out about it.

 While it seems these gifts, in modern medical terms, would not be much use 
to the Holy Family, modern medicine is only reacting to the current scientific 
principles and I’m certain that I will look back in retirement to some of the 
medical practice used when I started medicine and may be quite disturbed 
about what we did!

 For good medicine we continue to look to the past for guidance and wisdom 
and question it for it’s meaning in the present. I think this is where spiritual 
and scientific thinking can totally agree. The disagreements, I, happily, leave to 
greater thinkers! Best wishes for 2015!

New Year resolutions can be hard to 
keep! Loss of interest, lack of time 
or cold weather are cited as the top 
three reasons for giving up our good 
intentions. If there is one resolution 
that will make a huge difference to 
your health and wellbeing in 2015, 
it’s taking regular exercise. 

Regular exercise for an adult 
is doing an activity that makes 
you moderately breathless for 30 
minutes, 5 days a week. 

There will always be reasons 
people feel they can’t fit exercise into 
their day such as being busy at work, 
kids to look after, visiting friends 
and family, a pet needing the vet 
etc. The list can go on and on. The 
key is to manage your time, break 

down your day and fit exercise into 
your current routine. You can add 
more physical activity into your day 
by parking your car further away 
from the shops, taking the stairs 
instead of the lift, before picking up 
a child go 10 minutes early and take 
a brisk walk, take up swimming, 
start cycling to work or the shops, 
start a new exercise class, walk as 
much as possible every day or simply 
start dancing in the kitchen to your 
favourite tunes. The benefits of 
slightly adapting your lifestyle are 
enormous. Regular exercise can help 
lift energy levels, improve focus and 

mental clarity, increase strength and 
stamina, improve sleep, and it can 
help boost your metabolism, eg lose 
any extra Christmas pounds. 

An exercise regime should follow 
the ‘little and often’ principle with 
small, realistic and progressive 
goals. Everyone can exercise, there 
is something for everyone regardless 
of age or mobility. If you have any 
concerns, an injury or reduced 
mobility then speak to your doctor 
or a local physiotherapist first. A 
physiotherapist can offer tailored 
exercise advice specific to your own 
strengths, weaknesses and needs.

Physiocare matters: exercise is the best resolution
By Elizabeth Jones, director & clinical lead physiotherapist at Physiocare

... about the holy gifts of gold,             
    frankincense and myrrh Perhaps the most common New 

Year resolution is to get fit and lose 
weight, but how long do those good 
intentions last?

This year I have a new focus and 
motivation for my health, fitness 
and wellbeing plan. In July, I will 
be taking part in a charity trek in 
Iceland, which although only 3 days 
walking, covering about 35 miles, 
there will certainly be plenty of 
challenges for me! 

The first day we will be climbing to 
a height of 3,600ft, walking in snow 
and descending over scree. After 
about 11 hours walking, we put up 
our tents and admire the beautiful 
scenery. On day 2 we will only be 
walking for about 8 hours, but this 
includes wading through ice cold 
streams! The final day of walking 
should be for about 7 hours and it 
seems the tricky bit is descending to a 
footbridge by rope!

I will be going with Charity 
Challenge, which enables me to select 
the charity I will be fundraising for, 
which is Sebastian’s Action Trust. This 
charity provides holidays and many 
forms of practical and emotional 
support for seriously ill children and 
their families.

My wellbeing 
motivation 
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Local Trades and Services

CLARK BICKNELL LTD 
Qualified Plumbing and Heating Engineers Gas Safe 

25 years experience - local family run company 
Call Office: 0118 961 8784  -  Paul: 0776 887 4440

eMail: paul@clarkbicknell.co.uk

POWER CARS OF WOODLEY
Family run business - established 1945

Experienced male & female drivers - Large licensed cars
Reasonably priced local and long distance work undertaken

0118 969 3066  eMail: paddypower30@hotmail.com

PORTMAN GARDENS -  DESIGN , CONSTRUCT,  MAINTAIN 
Garden Features, Patios, Ponds, Pergolas, Fencing

Unit 2, 6 Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA
T: 0118 959 1796  M: 07785 772 263

 eMail martyncollins@portmanpm.com

WATER SOFTENER SALT - FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
25kg Tablet/Granular £9.50 - Harvey Block Salt 2x4kg £6.00

salt-deliveries-online.com      sales@salt-deliveries online.com 
M: 07785 772 263 - T: 0118 959 1796

Unit 2, 6 Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA

Please mention The Parish Magazine when contacting our advertisers

FURNESS CONSULTANCY 
Experienced Accountant 

Bookkeeping, Incomplete records, Accounts preparation
T: 0118 969 7003  M: 07526 816 741

alanfurness94@btinternet.com

ELECTRIC NICK
Domestic and Commercial Electrical Services 

Qualified, Part P registered, 15 years experience
M: 07584 294 986  T: 0118 375 1153

electricnick@live.com

A S BUILDING
Kitchens – Bathrooms – Plumbing - Decoration 
Small building works undertaken.  Fully insured 
T: Andrew on 0118 942 0651  M: 07788 780 470

as.building@tiscali.co.uk

WANT HELP WITH AN ‘ODD JOB’?
For local odd jobs please call Phil on

0118 944 0000 
07979 503 908

Thames Street, Sonning
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AERIALPHIL.CO.UK
For all your aerial photos, Good for surveying,

also for assessing conditions of roofs, etc
Thames Street, Sonning

T: 0118  944 0000    aerialphil.co.uk

THE WINDOW CLEANER
Waterfed Telescopic Pole System, Filtered Water
Guaranteeing a Crystal Clear non smear finish

Call Mike on 07967 004426 for a free quote
or email: thewindowcleaner1@googlemail.com

TO ADVERTISE HERE
classified@theparishmagazine.co.uk

0118 969 3282

WOODLEY GARDENS
Garden care and green waste disposal
Fully insured, Licensed waste carrier

www.woodleygardens.co.uk
Telephone: 0118 336 2464

MC CLEANING
We are a family business with excellent references

and we are fully insured
All cleaning materials provided

For free quote call:  Maria 0779 902 7901

CALLAGHAN CARPETS
Commercial and Domestic Carpets, Flooring and 

Laminate specialists - 38 years experience
email: callaghancarpets@btinternet.com
T: 0118 962 8527   M: 07792 239 474

J C LORD BUILDING PROJECTS
All forms of building work undertaken
Extensions and Renovations a speciality

T: 0118 969 1429        M: 07973 936 981 or 07823 325 499
email: jclord_plastering_building@hotmail.com

CHIROPODY AND PODIATRY
Linda Frewin HCPC member

General foot care and treatment including home visits
25 Ashtrees Road, Woodley RG5 4LP
T:  0118 969 6978   M: 07900 224 999

COUNSELLING AND PSYCHOTHERAPY
Professionally registered. Confidential.

Initial consultation welcome to assess your needs 
Woolhampton (on A4 between Reading – Newbury) 

Geralyn Collins - 07778 509 594

SONNING MOWERS
Sales – Service – Repairs
at Ladds Garden Village

Bath Road, Hare Hatch RG10 9SB 
T: 0118 940 6203       www.sonningmowers.co.uk

PICTURE FRAMING SERVICES
All your artwork professionally framed

Fine Art Trade Guild Registered Framer 
LODDON FRAMING, The Ridgeway, Woodley 

eMail: tony@loddonframing.co.uk   T: 07950 217 474
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Recipe of the month

Supplied by East Reading Horticultural Society  erhs@hotmail.co.uk

I am hoping to write each month on a legal issue of 
general interest. I am starting with wills, because this is 
one of the most important documents in life, and yet two-
thirds of adults do not have a will.

The two principal reasons given for not making a will are 
the fear that it is inviting death, and the opinion that ‘I 
have so little to leave’. As regards the irrational fear, this 
clearly is no reason for delaying something so important, 
and the second reason is not valid, because there are so 
many other benefits of having a will. However few your 
assets, you will at least ensure that they pass to the people 
you wish.
— A will is, quite literally, the last opportunity to say 
‘thank you’. Even if you have no cook, butler, or gardener, 
there is almost certainly someone who has been kind or 
helpful and to whom a small bequest, or a memento, would 
be appropriate.
— Those dealing with the administration of your estate 
would be people of your choice, not prescribed by law.
— A will makes it clear what are your wishes, and can 
therefore prevent arguments within the family.
— Seeing a solicitor ensures that all aspects of your estate 
are considered. It is rare that a client has considered 
everything that ought to be considered when planning 
what is to happen after death.
— It gives you the opportunity to nominate who should 
look after young children if both parents were to die.
— Because there are two very common misconceptions, 
the first of which is that a spouse will inherit everything if 
there is no will, and the second is the myth of the ‘common 
law wife’. There is no such status in English law. I will 
enlarge on these two aspects, and on the problems caused 
by dying without a will, in the next issue.

Legally speaking
By Robert Last

 home & garden

Robert Last is managing director of  Caversham Solicitors Ltd

Top jobs
— Dig over vegetable/flower beds, if not 
already done, to improve the soil.
— Check tubers of Dahlia, Begonia and Canna, stored last 
year, for rot or drying out.
— Prune apple and pear trees.
— Don’t let the grass get too long - if it is dry give it a trim 
but don’t cut it as short as you would in the summer.
— Plant new trees and shrubs or move old ones if necessary.
— Do any landscaping while everything is already muddy!
— Cut back ornamental vines, ivy, Virginia creeper and 
Boston ivy.
— Pressure wash paths if they are slippery - but make sure 
the water doesn’t freeze and become a slip hazard!
Trees, shrubs and hedges
— It’s still okay to plant and move if the ground is not 
frozen or water logged and to hard-prune/renovate 
deciduous trees and hedges.

— Its okay to plant roses but not where roses have been 
planted previously as this can lead to replant disease.
— Prune Wisteria by cutting back the side shoots to two or 
three buds being careful to avoid cutting off flower buds.
Lawn Care
— Repair hollows and bumps in the lawn during mild 
spells by cutting an ‘H’ shape in the turf, peeling back the 
grass, and either filling with top soil or scraping away the 
soil if you have a bump.
— Avoid walking on frosty grass – you will leave brown 
patches of dead grass.
— Mole activity will increase in January and February due 
to mating and building of nests.
Landscaping
— Have you drained/protected outdoor water pipes?
— It’s a good time to consider landscaping changes such 
as installing garden lighting, repair broken fixtures, laying 
stepping stones and soft landscaping.

If you are missing eating pies this month in order to lose a 
few pounds then try this recipe - it’s not a pie but is one of the 
closest things to a pie that we know.  P.S. you won’t lose weight 
if you eat this but it is delicious! 

Ingredients - serves up to eight people
— 1 packet (375g ) chilled fresh ready rolled puff pastry
— 200g cooked chicken (diced)
— 4 spring onions (finely sliced)
— 250g frozen chopped spinach, defrosted, well drained
— 100g mature cheddar cheese (grated)
— 1 lemon (zest and half the juice)
— Mayonnaise (approx 2 tblsp - enough to bind)
— Salt & black pepper
— Ground nutmeg 
— 1 egg (beaten for sticking and glazing)
Method
Mix together all the ingredients - except the egg and pastry - 
in a mixing bowl. 
Unroll the pastry and cut into eight triangles. Place them in a 
circle on a baking sheet, slightly overlapping each one. With 
a rolling pin gently roll the centre section so that the pastry 
binds together to form a base for the filling. 
Place the filling on the pastry, make a well in the centre then 
lift the corners of the pastry over the filling to form a ring, 
brush with beaten egg then bake in a preheated oven 220̊ C 
or 200̊ C fan oven, gas 8, for 30 -40 mins - check after 25 mins 
and turn oven down by 20̊ C or gas 6 if browning too quickly.

Florentine Chicken Ring

January in the garden
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Book review

 the arts

At this time of year we can expect bad weather that can 
disrupt the traffic and even maroon us in our homes. It 
has always been like that. In 1842 Joseph Turner painted 
Steamboat in a Snowstorm with the water, the sky and 
the snow cascading around each other. 

The clouds and driving snow, the churning of the water 
are there in abundance, and in the midst there is the 
steamboat trying to keep afloat and make its way through 
the forces of nature. Without that title we might think this 
painting is a modern abstract. 

With the title, we sense the wildness and wonder of the 
great forces of sea and sky, snow and clouds. It could be an 
image of human life tossed around by circumstance and 
event. But I think Turner wanted us to see something of 
the extraordinary power the great forces of nature have 
over life – not to make us fatalistic and gloomy, but to 
proclaim that here in our world are mysteries and marvels 
that can stop us in our tracks. 

It is like the voice of God speaking to Job, who has 
questioned the justice of God’s ways in his world. ‘Where 
were you when I laid the foundations of the earth?’ God 
asks Job. ‘Can you bind the chains of the Pleiades or loose 
the cords of Orion?’ Job’s response is to question no more. 
He puts his hand over his mouth and looks out at the 
world God has created in wonder and amazement.

By Rev Michael Burgess

Steamboat in a Snowstorm

New Morning Mercies - 
a Daily Gospel Devotional
By Paul David Tripp, IVP, £14.99
A hearty breakfast and strong coffee 
isn’t always enough. Instead, the 
popular author, Paul David Tripp, 
aims to energize readers with the 
most potent encouragement imaginable: the Gospel.

There are 365 devotional readings, each with a 
compelling, gospel-centred tweet in 140 characters or less, 
and they are followed by a meditation on a key thought for 
the day to inspire reflection and prayer. 

Focused less on behaviour modification and more on 
helping people encounter the living God, this resource 
equips readers with the good news that they can trust in 
God’s goodness, rely on his grace and live for his glory.

In a Thames churchyard
The Tower stands guard to its precious flock, 
Who rest content in the Lord’s safe hands,
The happy sound from the Inn they hear,
As many sit and sup from glass and cans.

From the Thames inquisitive wanderers freely come,
To marvel at the tranquillity of this space,
To stop, inspect a grave, to wonder who rests there,
What tales would unfold, but they’re in a happier place.
      Anon

Poetry corner

Picture: Neil Jackson/Mark Green

BBC Radio 4 — Sunday 23 November 2014 
Reviewed by Colin Bailey
Under Kirsty Young’s deft and diplomatic questioning, 
the Desert Island Discs appearance of the Home 
Secretary and Sonning and Charvil MP allowed us to 
hear St Andrew’s most famous communicant reveal her 
affections rather than her ambitions. 

The Rt Hon Theresa May, MP would not be drawn on the 
direct question of whether she would like David Cameron’s 
job, but willingly shared a musical mosaic ranging from 
her favourite hymn, When I Survey The Wondrous Cross sung 
by a congregation to Walk Like A Man from Jersey Boys, 
recalling memories of happy evenings at the Pearson Hall. 

We gleaned how Theresa’s principles of individual 
freedom and aspiration, along with pragmatism, are 
applied to her personal as much as to her political life. 
‘Just get on and deal with it’, she stated, is her attitude 
to her type 1 diabetes. On the possibility of an in-out EU 
referendum, ‘what I campaign for will depend on what 
package we have managed to negotiate’. 

Theresa has inherited her parents’ philosophy of 
‘whatever you’re doing, try your hardest’. One of the 
hardest things, she found, was choosing the castaway’s 
book. Her selection of Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice 
and the luxury of a lifetime subscription to Vogue were 
light-hearted choices that rounded out an engrossing and 
sympathetic programme.

Theresa May and her 
Desert Island Discs
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Sonning Parish Golf Day 
17 April 2015

Sonning Golf Club

Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

The Church of St Andrew serving Charvil, Sonning and Sonning Eye

St Andrew’s Church Hall Appeal

Sonning Parish Golf Day is organised by the St Andrew’s Church Hall Appeal fund raising committee.
Patrons: The Rt Hon Theresa May MP and Mr Philip May                             Registered Charity: 1130763

18 holes at one of the South of England’s best courses!
Teams of four players — entry only £225 per team!
Great team and individual prizes to be won!
Coffee, bacon butty and three course dinner! 
Additional dinner tickets 
available at £26.50 each! 

Entry forms and more details:  
Martin Boyles on 0118 969 2428 
standrews.sonning@btinternet.com

St Andrew’s New Hall Appeal Committee invites you to the ...

SHOTGUN START                                                            
1.30pm!

 sport & Leisure

Pub games to be a regular event
Following two succesful evenings, the St Andrew’s social 
committee is to make its pub games evening a regular 
event. There will be three games evenings a year. The 
skittles night planned for February has been cancelled 
because the venue has been sold and the new owners have 
closed the skittles alley.

January sees the start of 
the Sonning Club’s Winter 
Tournaments, so if you fancy 
yourself as a ‘Ronnie O’Sullivan’ 
or ‘Phil The Power Taylor’ type add 
your name to the club’s entry sheets 
as soon as possible.

All of the club’s sports are 
represented at the tournaments 
and include: snooker, billiards, bar 
billiards, pool, darts, table tennis and 
shove ha’penny. For the non-sporty 
there is comfortable seating and a 
well stocked bar plus quizzes with 
great prizes on the 2 and 16 January.

 sonningclub.co.uk    0118 969 3939

Winter tournaments 
start this month

A charity tennis afternoon held by Sonning Tennis Club 
has raised £400 towards Oxfam’s Ebola crisis appeal.

The idea came from Milcah Low who had planned to 
celebrate Kenya’s Independance Day with her friends at 
the club but decided to extend it to help Africans who are 
suffering from this terrible crisis. 

Milcah baked several delicious cakes and decorated 
them with the colours of the Kenyan flag. Club member 
Hilary Moss provided balloons in the appropriate colours 

W
IN A CAR!HOLE

IN
ONE*

*Terms & Conditions apply

Plus other 
great 

prizes!

Tennis club raises £400 
for Ebola      crisis fund

and other members contributed 
towards a raffle. 

A good time was had and they 
were inspired to hold regular fund-
raising events in the future. 

Contribute to the Ebola crisis via 
Disasters Emergency Committee: 

dec.org.uk/how-help-/how-to-pay
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Dennis & Christine look forward to welcoming you to…

The Bull Inn, 
Sonning-on-Thames
Berkshire RG4 6UP

0118 969 3901
Great food, award-winning cask ale, service with a 

smile Seven stylish bedrooms

bullinn@fullers.co.uk / www.bullinnsonning.co.uk

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Bull Inn | Sonning on Thames | Berkshire | RG4 6UP 
Email: bullinn@fullers.co.uk | Telephone: 01189 693901 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dennis & Christine 
Mason look forward to 
welcoming you to…  
 

The Bull Inn 
 

Great food, award-
winning cask ale and 

service with smile, 
always. 

 
 

Seven stylish 
bedrooms 

   
Present this advert and 
receive a complimentary 
homemade chocolate 
brownie 
 
www.bullinnsonning.co.uk  

Are you thinking about

homecare?

If you would like to learn
more please call us on

0118 947 6666

advert-1...vis 1_Layout 1  15/09/2011  11:47  Page 1

PHYSIOTHERAPY & GYM
A centre of

clinical excellence
with a caring

approach

www.physiocare.co.uk

6 Church Street
Twyford

RG10 9DR
0118 934 4055

226 Wokingham Road
Reading
RG6 1JS

0118 966 4585
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St Andrew’s Church
— St Andrew’s Sunday Club, Marie Simpkins 0779 521 6492
— Jubilee Hall, Charvil Bookings, Raj 0795 642 3764
— St Andrew’s Bell Ringers, Pam Elliston 969 5967
— Friends of St Andrew’s Church, Wendy Williams 969 6609
Arts & Crafts
— Charvil Art Club, Julie Bennett 934 5059
— Sonning Art Group, Sue Bell 969 6924
— Sonning Book Club, Anne Webster 944 0699
— Sonning Flower Club, Sharon Robinson 969 0748
Children & Young People
— Sonning Scouts,  group@sonningscouts.co.uk
       Assistant group scout leader: Mike Watts, agsl@sonningscouts.co.uk
       Scout leader: Mike Moore, scouts@sonningscouts.co.uk
       Cub leader: Joan Farnese, cubs@sonningscouts.co.uk
       Beaver leader: Ali Came, beavers@sonningscouts.co.uk
— Charvil Brownies, Claire Howells 934 5372
— Charvil Caterpillar Club, Alison Waters 934 3723
— Charvil Guides, Ruth Hulley 969 9431
— Chernobyl Children’s Link, Shirley Chard 969 8086
— Sonning & Charvil Baby Sitting Group, Geraldine Hearn  934 1071
— Sonning Baby & Toddler Group, Miranda Aston 966 5352
— Sonning Brownies, Carrie Apps sonning1stbrownies@yahoo.com
— Sonning Guides, Polly Jukes 0790 571 2071
Councillors
— Charvil Parish Council, Miranda Parker 901 7719
— Sonning Parish Council, Lesley Bates 969 7753
— Eye & Dunsden Parish Council, David Woodward 969 3633
Local Borough & County Council Councillors
— Kate Haines - Coronation, 0771 363 7029
— Mike Haines - Sonning & Warren, 967 2879
— Nick Ray - Charvil, 934 5892
— Malcolm Leonard - Eye & Dunsden mandeleonard@waitrose.com
Political Associations
— Charvil Branch Conservatives, Emma Hobbs 934 0528
— Sonning & Warren Conservatives, Peter van Went 969 3635
— Sonning Liberal Democrats, Colin Lawley 961 8536
Schools
— Charvil Preschool Playgroup, Sally Richards 932 1273
— Charvil Piggott Primary School, Jeanette Winsor 932 0033                                                                                             
— Sonning CE Primary School, Lesley Green 969 3399
— Sonning CE Primary School PTA, Vicki Emmett 0791 617 7529
Social
— Charvil Senior Residents Club, Julie Bennett 934 505
— Charvil Women’s Club, Shirley Newman 934 0589
— Inner Wheel Club of Reading Maiden Erlegh, Hilary Tindall 969 6926
— Monday Club, Ken Trimmings 969 1072
— Reading East Probus Club, Mike Butler 0778 943 5030
— Rotary Club of Loddon Vale, Richard Ward 966 9348
— Rotary Club of Reading Maiden Erlegh, Janette Crouch 0777 310 4430
— Sonning British Legion, Shaun Sheppard 927 2879
— Sonning Club, Chris Way 969 3939
— Sonning Glebe WI (Eve Mtgs), Doreen Moulsley 961 8829
— Sonning RNLI, David Bates 969 7753
— Sonning Twinning Association, Beth Dixon 969 2335
Sport
— Badminton, Pat Pardoe 934 5643
— Charvil Community Tennis, Carl  0744 793 4700
— Redingensians RAMS, Jason 0788 128 8900
— Short Mat Bowling, Shirley Newman 0118 934 0589
— Sonning Cricket Club, Gary Phillips 0750 033 6879
— Sonning Football Club, Tony 956 6536
— Sonning Lawn Tennis Club, Romy 969 5845
— Sonning Table Tennis Club, Robert Moxon 989 4795
Song & Dance
— Bel Canto Chorus, Denise Walker 0797 375 2727
— Charvil Voices, Suzanne Newman 934 0589
— Jewel Tones, Suzanne Newman 934 0589
— Steps ‘n’ Stetsons, Line Dance Group Julie Myers 961 8450
Village Life
— Charvil Village Fete, Clare Tucker 934 9926
— Charvil Village Society, David 932 1173
— Friend’s of Ali’s Pond, Ali Driver 969 2698
— Pearson Hall Bookings, Jenny Adams 969 7692
— Sonning & Sonning Eye Society, Andy Bell 969 6924
— Sonning Beech Lodge Bookings, Tim Pascall 969 6935
— Sonning Charvil & Hurst NAG, Bob Hulley 969 9431
— Sonning Neighbourhood Watch, Jan Fielder 969 3226
— Sonning Village Show, Heather Hine  969 8653

Local organisations Volunteers

Drivers for Age Concern Twford and District
Volunteer drivers with own cars required to take 
elderly residents between their homes and Age 
Concern’s Twyford centre on weekday mornings and 
afternoons. A total of about 1½ hours of your time is 
required. Mileage will be paid.
Gordon Holmes 0118 934 4040 

Charvil Senior Residents Club
Able-bodied volunteer to assist elderley residents 
during their fortnightly Tuesday afternoon meetings 
held in Jubilee Hall. 
0118 934 5059

Charvil Pre-school
Is looking for volunteers to help them fund raise. The 
preschool is a charity that relies heavily on donations. 
0791 753 6488

Girlguiding Bulmershe Division
Over 100 girls are waiting to join local guiding 
units but can’t because there are not enough adult 
volunteers. There are many different roles volunteers 
can perform.
girlguidingbulmershe.btck.co.uk/AdultVolunteers

St Andrew’s Bell Ringers
Help continue a very English tradition of bell ringing 
by volunteering as a ringer. It’s a gentle, social 
excercise that everyone, young and old, male and 
female, can enjoy. You will be trained by experts, all 
you need is a sense of rhythm!
0118 926 7724

Sunrise Senior Living
If you have a talent to share or a hobby or interest to 
talk about, Sunrise Senior Living is always pleased to 
welcome volunteers to entertain its residents.
Georgina Williams: 0118 944 4300

Twyford Volunteer Drivers
Volunteer drivers needed to help transport the elderly 
and/or sick people to local hospitals and surgeries and 
other medically related appointments. Drivers use 
their own cars.
0118 934 3010
Looking for volunteers? Let us know and we will 
publish your request here for free!

On 20 January 1265 the first English parliament 
was convened in Westminster Hall (now 
Westminster Palace), London, by Simon de 
Montfort, Earl of Leicester. It was dissolved by King 
Henry lll on 15 February.

750 years ago ...
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LIVE-IN CARE SERVICES
For Just a Few Weeks or

Longer-term over Several Months

Fully Managed
Tailored to Individual Requirements

From Housekeeping & General Support to
Complex Health Care Needs

Oxford Aunts Care
Established 1967

01865 791017

enquiries@oxfordaunts.co.uk
www.oxfordaunts.co.uk
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A star with 4 points reminds us of 
the death of Jesus on The Cross. It is 
also sometimes used at Christmas. 

The Star of Bethlehem has 5 points 
and looking like a person it reminds 
us of the birth of Jesus as a human.

With 6 points the Star of Creation 
is a symbol for God who made the 
world in six days. It reminds of 
six parts of God’s nature - power, 
wisdom, majesty, love, mercy and 
justice. It’s also the symbol for Israel. 

A 7 pointed star reminds us of the 
seven Gifts of the Spirit - wisdom, 
understanding, counsel, might, 
knowledge, fear of the Lord, and 
delight in the Lord.

4

5

67

8 is the symbol of Renewal or a new 
beginning. Jesus was given his name 
when he was eight days old and fonts 
used for baptism often have eight 
sides. 

8

912

A 9 pointed star symbolizes the nine 
Fruits of the Spirit mentioned in 
Galatians. It is sometimes seen with 
the Latin initials for each of the nine 
fruits - Charitas (love), Gaudium (joy), 
Pax (peace), Longanimitas (patience), 
Benignitas (kindness), Bonitus 
(goodness), Fides (faithfulness), 
Mansuetudo (gentleness) and 
Continentia (self-control). 

A 12 pointed star represents the 12 
tribes of Israel and the 12 apostles. It 
is also used at Epiphany, the 12th day 
of Christmas.

A star plays an important part in the 
Christmas story and in the story of 
the magi (or wisemen) who visited 
Jesus in Bethlehem. We call the day 
the magi got there, Epiphany. It is on 6 
January, the twelfth day of Christmas. 
For Christians, stars have always been 
seen as important ways of reminding 
us of Jesus, God and the Holy Spirit. 
Copy the stars on this page, 
decorate them and 
hang them up 
as reminders. 

Which star can you see on 
a clear day? The Sun!

Which star is dangerous? 
A shooting star!

Two thousand years ago wise 

men worshipped Jesus.

      Today, wise 

people worship him.

Seeing stars!
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Ministry Team
— The Vicar: Revd Jamie Taylor* 
     The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR 
     revjaft@yahoo.co.uk / 0118 969 3298 
     *Day off Thursday
— Pioneer Minister: Revd Alison Waters* 
     6 Park View Drive South, Charvil, RG10 9QX      
     alwaters@hotmail.co.uk / 0118 934 3723
     *Day off Monday and Tuesday afternoons
— Licensed Lay Minister: Bob Peters 
     26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR 
     bob@sonningparish.org.uk / 0118 961 1188
— Licensed Lay Minister in Training: Jenny Sullivan 
     141 Beech Lane, Earley, RG6 5Qe 
      jenny_sullivan11@hotmail.co.uk / 0118 961 1188
Pastoral Visiting and Prayer Chain
— Mrs Jean Tinson 0118 969 0782
Church Wardens
— Mr Terry Hunt 
     twghunt@btopenworld.com / 0118 934 1062
— Mrs Liz Nelson 
      liz.nelson1@ntlworld.com / 0118 934 4837
Deputy Wardens
— Mrs Molly Woodley  0118 946 3667
— Mr Perry Mills 0118 437 5682
— Mr Mark Sullivan 0118 986 2090
Parish Administrator
— Mrs Sonia Boyles 
     standrews.sonning@btinternet.com / 0118 969 2428
Parochial Church Council
— Secretary: Mrs Shirley Chard  0118 969 8086
— Treasurer: Mr John Scoble 0118 926 5138
Bookings
— St Sarik, Sonning, Mrs Sonia Boyles 0118 969 2428
— Jubilee Hall, Charvil, Raj 0795 642 3764
Director of Music, organist and choirmaster
— Christopher Cromar music@sonningparish.org.uk
Parish Website:  www.sonningparish.org.uk
The Parish Magazine
— Editor: Bob Peters 
     26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR 
     editor@theparishmagazine.co.uk / 0118 961 1188
— Advertising and Distribution: Gordon Nutbrown 
     advertising@theparishmagazine.co.uk/ 0118 969 3282
— Back issues online: theparishmagazine.co.uk

Parish contacts

 —  The Parish Magazine is produced by St Andrew’s PCC 
and delivered free of charge to every home in Charvil, 
Sonning and Sonning Eye.

 — The Parish Magazine is printed in the United Kingdom 
by Herald Graphics Ltd, Reading RG2 oBZ

 — The Parish Magazine is distributed by Abracadabra 
Leaflet Distribution Ltd, Reading RG7 1AW

 — The Parish Magazine template was designed in 2012 by 
Roger Swindale rogerswindale@hotmail.co.uk and David 
Woodward david@designforprint.org
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Established in 1979 and set in extensive grounds on the edge of Twyford, this well-appointed home offers 
excellent nursing and residential care.  Bridge House is an attractive Georgian period home set in a tranquil 
location enjoying stunning views over the River Loddon and the open countryside beyond.  Good local and 
regional public transport links, together with the excellent amenities of Twyford, are within walking distance. 

The friendly and experienced staff have established a reputation of providing high quality nursing care.  A 
variety of bedrooms and suites within the home provide attractive views and with attentive staff assure a 
comfortable stay, being well supported and cared for. 

Bridge House of Twyford – in the heart of the community                                                                                        
64 High Street, Twyford, Berkshire.  RG10 9AQ     Call 0118 934 0777 to arrange a visit 



The French Horn,  
Sonning. Quality.
Wonderful food and wine

www.thefrenchhorn.co.uk 
0118 969 2204


