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Buying? It has to be...
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Residential Sales

May Tree House, Sonning Lane

Price Guide £1,500,000

An individual 5 bedroom detached house due for completion
January 2016; built by Havisham Homes who have a
passionate desire for exclusivity, individuality and
hand-built craftsmanship.

Designed with attention to detail to provide a specification that
creates an excellent living environment incorporating the use of quality
materials and time honoured construction methods. To register your
early interest in the property please contact the Haslams office.
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Sunday 6 December
— 8.00am Holy Communion
——10.30am Family Toy Service
with visit from St Nicholas,
the switching on of the
Christmas tree lights and the
blessing of the Nativity
——6.30pm Patronal Eucharist for
St Andrew’s Day followed by
reception in the Bull

features
— Three year anniversary, 15
— Christmas far away, 17-19
— Christmas Fayre, 20-21
— Walk around England, 23
around the villages
— Painting chickens, 25
— Village Christmas events, 25
— Christmas posting dates, 25
— Art Fair scanner success, 27
— Charvil Preschool, 27
— Lunchtime music, 27
— Tower tours, 29
— Thing’s don’t change, 29

Sunday 13 December
——8.00am Holy Communion
——10.30am Parish Eucharist
(shortened)
——2.00pm Christmas Fayre
——No evening service

EDITORIAL DEADLINE
Editorial deadline for the January
issue is: Saturday 5 December
at 12 noon
FRONT COVER picture
St Nicholas visits St Andrew’s
Church by Terry Hunt.

Price Guide £875,000

An imposing detached house of traditional design, one of just
two in a select development built by Hicks developments,
Duffield Road is a prime residential setting well positioned
for local schooling & amenities. The property has been
upgraded and modernised throughout and is set back from
the road with gravelled driveway & detached double garage.

•
•
•
•
•

Planning permission to extend
Four bedrooms; two en-suites
Three reception rooms
Modern finish and well presented
Walled gardens; Double garage; EPC Rating: C

home & garden, 33
— Recipe of the month
— In the garden
— Food banks
— Car care

0118 960 1000

sales@haslams.net www.haslams.net
Haslams Estate Agents Ltd, 159 Friar Street,
Reading, Berkshire, RG1 1HE
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health & beauty, 32
— Dr Simon Ruffle writes
— Strictly hips
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Christmas Eve
——4.00pm Crib Service
——11.30pm Midnight Mass
Christmas Day
——8.00am Holy Communion
——10.30am Christmas Family
Communion (Children invited
to bring a toy to show the
clergy)

the arts, 31
— Virgin of the Lilies
— Book review

Duffield Road, Woodley

Sunday 20 December
——8.00am Holy Communion
——10.30am Family Communion
——6.30pm Service of Nine
Lessons and Carols (followed
by drinks and mince pies)

Sunday 27 December
——10.30am Parish Eucharist
——No 8.ooam or 6.30pm services

From the registers Weekly and
Funerals
monthly services
— 20 October
Jean Okey (Reading Crematorium)
— 23 October
Sheila Calderwood
— 30 October
Christine Clarke

Every Wednesday
— 10.00am Holy Communion
Monthly at Sunrise of Sonning
MONDAY 7 december
— 11.00am Holy Communion
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The Pioneer Minister’s letter
De a r fr i en ds,

Henley Care Agency
Care in your own home
Live in Care - Daily Visits - Respite Care

• Extensive experience in caring for persons suffering from
strokes, muscular dystrophy, multiple sclerosis, spinal
injuries, motoneuron disease, Parkinson's, Alzheimer's
and dementia as well as providing palliative care.
• All nurses and carers are fully trained,
insured and DBS checked.

For more information or to arrange
a home assessment call Izabela
directly on 07849 897 052
Tel. 01491 842915
Email. info@henleycare.co.uk
CQC Registered Provider 1-341050661

Father Christmas or Santa Claus? What name do you call the bearer of
gifts in your household? And what does he look like? One must be asleep
for him to deliver one’s presents on Christmas Eve, so you may not realise
that he has had a range of costumes over the years.
Father Christmas is as old as Europe. Once people believed he was the
god of magic, Woden, from Anglo Saxon and Germanic myth, lashing his
eight legged, white steed through the darkness of northern midwinter
- it was not until later that he upgraded to a team of reindeer. Father
Christmas was an enormous, imposing figure in this guise, swathed in
dark furs, massively bearded, dropping from the sky into the midwinter
revelries dispensing peace, goodwill and, of course, presents.
It turned out, though, that Father Christmas was not necessarily as
fond of cold winters as we might imagine him to be. In fact, he seemed
to like to holiday in sunnier climes - Turkey, to be precise - and his name
was not Woden but Nicholas.
While in Turkey in the early 4th century, Nicholas became bishop of
the city of Myra, a rough gig by all accounts. He was much loved and well
known for his care of the poor and dispossessed. He once revived some
schoolboys cruelly killed by a cannibalistic butcher, who had placed their
bodies in a barrel to cure. And he famously rescued three young women
from a life on the streets by giving their poverty-stricken father three
bags of gold, which he used to pay their dowries. Nicholas wished to spare
the father any humiliation, so he used his Santa skills to drop the three
bags into the house secretly, under cover of night.
Over the centuries many, including children, sailors, unmarried
girls and moneylenders, have claimed Nicholas as their patron.
Unsurprisingly, the Church made him a saint, and after retirement
from his episcopal duties, Saint Nicholas, or ‘Santa Claus’ as the Dutch
pronounced it, has worked full time on Christmas gift-giving and
returned to his old stomping ground in Lapland. Everyone knows
that the ice at the North Pole moves around far too much for Father
Christmas to base his headquarters there.
As for his costume, in the Low Countries he is still depicted in red cope
and mitre, as befits a bishop. More commonly in the rest of the world,
he is bedecked in the fur-cuffed, scarlet outfit first hinted at in the 19th
century by the American writer Clement Clarke Moore in his poem Twas
the Night Before Christmas, and by the cartoonist Thomas Nash. Coca-Cola
is sometimes, erroneously, given the credit for this change in Santa’s
look. The company did, however, make it popular worldwide.
Back in the snowy north, Santa is probably glad of the fur but we are
delighted that he will be taking time out of his busy schedule to visit us
at St Andrew’s for our Christmas Fayre on Sunday 13 December, and, as
a special treat, he has agreed to wear his bishop’s robes. Come along and
say hello to receive a gift from this most famous of saints. He will also be
putting in an appearance at our Family Toy Service on 6 December.
And at this most blessed time of the year, a quote from the man
himself: ‘Happy Christmas to all, and to all a good night’.
With every blessing
Revd Alison
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Merry Christmas
to all our readers,
advertisers and
contributors!

Toy Service

KINGFISHER BATHROOMS

We will be collecting new toys at the
family service on Sunday 6 December
to be given out by Reading Family
Aid. If you would like to bring nonperishable food instead, this will also
be given to them to support their
important work.
The parish tree lights will be
switched on during this service and
St Nicholas will be making his first
ever visit to St Andrew’s to collect
the toys. He will be visiting again at
the Christmas Fayre on Sunday 13
December to give out presents and to
meet the children.

The French Horn,
Sonning. Quality.
Listed in The Times top
French Horn Support
100 best restaurants.
We are most grateful to Michael
Emmanuel of the French Horn for
www.thefrenchhorn.co.uk
his generous sponsorship of our
0118 969 2204

design for print

Patronal Celebration

now, what can we make for you?

Come and celebrate our patron saint
on Sunday 6 December with a special
service at 6.30pm followed by a
reception in the Bull.

Service changes in December
Sunday 13 December: No evening
service because of the Christmas
Fayre.
Sunday 27 December: No 8am or
6.30pm services.

david@designforprint.org
www.designforprint.org | 0118 969 3633

Candlelit Christmas Fayre on Sunday
13 December.
The fayre is being held inside
St Andrew’s Church from 2-4.30pm.
All proceeds will go to the
community hall appeal - see centre
pages for more details about the
Christmas Fayre.

For your Prayers in December
— Crisis at Christmas Homeless 		
Charity
— Reading Family Aid Christmas 		
gift giving to children
— Those who are isolated and lonely
— The new headteacher of Sonning
CofE School, Luke Henderson

Christine Clarke

TELEPHONE

0118 934 3171
Wed-Fri: 9.30am-5.30pm
Sat: 9.30am-4.00pm

Ladies and Gentlemen’s
Hairdressing
3 Longfield Parade, Longfield Road
Twyford RG10 9AN

For a helpful professional service

FIELDSPHARMACY
Wide range of health advice provided
including private consultation area

1a LONGFIELD ROAD, TWYFORD RG10 9AN
Telephone: 0118 934 1222
Fax: 0118 932 0372
Email: fields.pharmacy@nplanet.co.uk

fhorn pmag ad rev3.indd

Westgate Electrical Services Limited
Domestic, Industrial and Commercial Electricians
TVP Business of the Year 2012 Winner

Established since 1999, Westgate Electrical Services
Limited offers a complete range of electrical
solutions including:
Wiring and re-wiring of properties, both old and new
Installation of lighting, intruder alarms, CCTV, fire alarms &
garden lighting
Periodic inspection & testing, installation of flat screen TV’s
Domestic and Commercial work undertaken
NICEIC and ECA member, Part Pregistered
No job too small and no call-out charges

0118 937 1277
www.westgate-electrical.com

211 London Road, Ruscombe, RG10 9HG

Following Christine’s death on 18 October and her funeral
service in St Andrew’s Church on 28 October, Chris, Julian
and Helen would like to thank you all for your messages of
kindness and the many wonderful things said about Christine.
It was very good to see so many of you in St Andrew’s and
1
we are sorry we could not speak to you all. The fact that so
many were present helped us get through a difficult occasion.
We were deeply moved by your presence, that so many were
in the choir, the flowers looked wonderful and bells, which
she loved so much, were rung before the service. Thank
you to whoever lit the candles, that was really kind. We are
particularly grateful to Alison for her help and care before the
service and for conducting it so sensitively.
Instead of flowers a collection was made for St Richard’s
Hospice in Worcester, whose Hospice at Home Team looked
after Christine and enabled her to remain at home. So far
just over £2,000 has been sent to St Richard’s in Christine’s
memory. Thank you so much.
Chris Clarke, former vicar of Sonning

Two ways to help the vicar
fit our new hall
— Sponsor him to lose some weight. His
target is 3 stones in 6 months
— Get your family and friends to sponsor
you to lose some weight

http://cafdonate.cafonline.org/donatesteps.aspx?beneficiarycampaignid=3920

Thank you for your
continuing support.

Thank Dickens
for Christmas!

‘A Christmas Carol’, by Charles
Dickens gives us a template of the
‘traditional Christmas’ which we
still hold dear today.
Dickens seems to have selected the
best of the Christmas celebrations
of his day. It is a family day, with
a family-centred feast. Homes are
decorated with holly and candles
while the characters enjoy roast
turkey and Christmas pudding.
They give their loved ones presents.
Scrooge even gives donations to
charity!
Outside, there is snow and frost,
church bells ring, carol singers sing,
and there’s mulled wine. There’s
even a Father Christmas in the
shape of ‘Christmas Present’.

Christmas Services
at St Andrew’s
17/12/2013 11:05

Candlelit Nine Lessons & Carols
Sunday 20 December at 6.30pm
followed by drinks and mince pies

Christmas Eve
Crib Service for all ages at 4pm
Midnight Mass The Birth of Christ at 11.30pm

Christmas Day

Holy Communion at 8am
Christmas Family Communion at 10.30am
Children invited to bring a toy to show the vicar

THE CHURCH OF ST ANDREW
Serving Charvil, Sonning & Sonning Eye

www.sonningparish.org.uk
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Seven whys of Christmas
Why the world was ready for the first Christmas



The Bible tells us that ‘when the time had fully come, God sent forth his
Son…’ The Jewish people had been waiting for their Messiah for centuries.
Why did God send Him precisely when He did?





Many Bible scholars believe that the ‘time had fully come’ for Jesus because of
the politics of the time. The Roman dominance had achieved something unique
in world history: the opportunity for travel from Bethlehem to Berwick-onTweed without crossing into ‘enemy territory’ or needing a ‘passport’. For the
first time ever, it was possible for ‘common’ people to travel wide and far, and
quickly spread news and ideas. All you needed were two languages - Greek
to the east of Rome, and Latin to the west and north. You could set sail from
Joppa (Tel Aviv) and head for any port on the Mediterranean. And the Roman
roads ran straight and true throughout the empire.
So the Roman Empire achieved something it never intended: it helped
spread news of Christianity far and wide for 400 years. After that, the Empire
crumbled, and the borders were closed. Not until the 19th century would people
again roam so freely. The time for Jesus to be born, and the news of his life,
death and resurrection to be able to travel, had indeed ‘fully come’.

Why start at midnight?

Why stockings?

Why Christmas trees?

The hour was first chosen it Rome in
the 5th century to symbolise the idea
that Christ was born at midnight – a
mystical idea in no way hindered by
historical evidence! No one knows
the hour of his birth.
In recent times, Holy Communion
at midnight on Christmas morning
has proved popular with modern
families. One British writer pointed
out its ‘domestic convenience’ in 1947:
‘for where there are children and no
servants, husband and wife may be
unable to communicate at any other
time.’
So things don’t change, then!

A story is told of St Nicholas, who
started the custom by accident.
He wanted to help a poor family but
he did not want them to know it was
him, so he climbed up on their roof
on Christmas Eve and dropped some
coins down the chimney.
The next morning the coins, to
the great surprise of the family, were
found in the stockings of the ladies,
who had hung them to dry by the fire.
Every year after they put their
stockings out, in the hope that more
money would fall into them, and they
told the story to their friends and
neighbours who did the same.

There are two early stories. The
first involves St Boniface, who went
to Germany in the 8th century as
a missionary and found people
sacrificing a child to their god under
an oak tree.
Appalled by this, he rescued the
child, chopped down the oak tree,
and found a tiny fir tree growing
nearby. He gave the fir tree to the
people and said: ‘This is a symbol
of life. When you look at this tree,
remember the Christ-child who is the
one who will give you life, because he
gave his life for you.’
The second story involves Martin
Luther in the 16th century. It is said
that one year he decided to drag a fir
tree into his home and to decorate it
with candles. He used it as a visual
aid, telling people that the candles
symbolised Jesus as the light of
the world, and the evergreen tree
symbolised the eternal life that Jesus
gives to us. Many of the people who
followed Luther were struck by the
idea, and took up the custom.











PRICE  £294,500  SHARE OF FREEHOLD
CALL US ON 0118 934 1000 TO ARRANGE A VIEWING


The best place for your property

        
                              














Why mince pies?
It is thought that mince pies eaten
at Christmas were once made in an
oblong shape to look like a manger
and they were decorated with a pastry
baby Jesus on top.
They have been traditional
Christmas fare since the Middle Ages,
when meat was a key ingredient. The
addition of spices, suet and alcohol
to meat came about as an alternative
to salting and smoking in order to
preserve the meat.

Why mulled wine?
Why not if it makes you feel warm
and happy? Merry Christmas!

Why mistletoe?
It is supposed to possess mystical
powers which bring good luck. In
Norse mythology it is a symbol
of love and friendship and that’s
where the custom of kissing under
Mistletoe comes from.
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The persecuted church and how to support it
By Colin Bailey

Round-up of news items, features, and links: please read for awareness, and
support through prayer and any further support - financial or otherwise.

The Hicks
Group

Hicks
Developments Ltd
Property Developers
Tel: Reading 0118 969 0595

Hicks
Joinery Ltd

Joinery Manufacturers.
Wood Finishing

Five generations of experience
serving Sonning since 1826 we know we will make a difference
Reading Head Office
Henley Office
Caversham

0118 957 3650
01491 413434
0118 9477007

Other branches: Wokingham, Bracknell, Thatcham

Persecution Watchdog: Christian martyred every 5 minutes
Statistics suggesting a Christian is martyred for their faith every 5 minutes have
been released by Christian Freedom International. It has found that more than 200
million followers are facing persecution in 105 countries, making Christianity the
most persecuted religion in the world. http://www.christiantoday.com/article/one.christian.
is.martyred.every.five.minutes.persecution.watchdog.reports/65368.htm

Bradford: Convert faces persecution from Muslims
A British man, who converted from Islam to Christianity in 1996, has written a to
his MP recounting a long catalogue of violence, abuse and other attacks that he
has suffered at the hands of some Muslims in Bradford. Despite appealing to local
authorities and organisations for support, Mr Hussain has struggled to find any. He
says the persistent persecution is similar to that which Christians in Pakistan are
enduring under the country’s blasphemy laws. https://barnabasfund.org/news/British-convertfrom-Islam-endures-decades-of-persecution-by-local-Muslim-community

Sweden: Assyrian Christians have buildings painted with threats by IS
Middle Eastern Christians who have lived in Sweden for decades are being threatened
by IS. The Arabic letter ‘noon’ (N) has been painted on the walls of two shops owned
by Assyrian Christians in Gothenburg. A bakery and pizzeria were also painted with
IS messages saying The Caliphate is here and Convert or die. https://barnabasfund.org/news/

Golden Charter
Funeral Plans

Editorial-Islamic-State-militants-issue-dhimma-contract-for-kidnapped-Syrian-Christians?audience=GB

For information about our funeral
and memorial masonry services:

BBC: Syrian Christians getting a ‘raw deal’ says leading Jewish peer
Lord Weidenfeld told BBC TV’s HardTalk that Christians in the Middle East are
discriminated against and are getting ‘a raw deal’. In a moving interview, the 96-yearold revealed he was backing Barnabas Fund’s Operation Safe Havens campaign
to support persecuted Syrian and Iraqi Christians. When asked why Christians
should have any more support than Muslims, he said that Christians faced greater
difficulties and persecution. https://barnabasfund.org/news/Syrian-Christians-are-getting-a-raw-

Tel: Reading
0118 969 0595

deal-says-leading-Jewish-Peer?audience=GB

Lebanon: Refugee crisis placing strain on minority Christian community
The Lebanese foreign minister, Gebran Bassil, said, while in US, that the rights of
minority Lebanese Christians are being threatened as the country absorbs over 1.2
million Syrian refugees. The swelling refugee population is dramatically altering
the country’s demographics and now ‘some are attempting to impose Muslims over
Christians,’ said Bassil. His fear, he says, is that Islamists in Lebanon are enforcing
the same strategy that jihadist group IS carved in Iraq and Syria. https://barnabasfund.

Hicks MOT &
Service Centre
We offer a complete, well equipped,
modern workshop for all your
vehicle servicing or repair needs

org/news/Lebanons-refugee-crisis-places-strain-on-minority-Christian-community?audience=GB

Journey
of discovery

WHILE YOU WAIT

MOT
TEST
AND SERVICE CENTRE
 Private & Commercial Vehicle Repairs
 Air Conditioning Service
 Free Courtesy Car (subject to availability)

Stay & Play Toddler Sessions
Join us for fun and learning
on the first Friday of each
month from 9.30am

Book a place:
stayandplay@theabbey.co.uk

15 Headley Road, Woodley RG5 4JB

theabbey.co.uk

Open 7.30am 5.30pm (Weekdays)

Syria: Islamic State frees 50 Christian hostages
Almost 10 weeks after around 250 Christians were hunted out and captured in the
Syrian town of Qaryatain, IS jihadists have released 50 of the hostages. They arrived
in Assyrian villages on 12 October. https://barnabasfund.org/news/Islamic-State-frees-50Sudan: One conviction overturned for Sudanese woman sentenced to 20 lashes
An appeal judge has overturned the decision of the Sudan criminal court to fine a
Sudanese Christian woman for public indecency by wearing indecent dress in court
where she was appearing on a different charge of indecent dress. She was originally
arrested as she left a church service in June. She is also waiting for the decision of an
appeal court after being sentenced to 20 lashes and a fine of 500 Sudanese Pounds
(£54) for the alleged offence. https://barnabasfund.org/news/One-conviction-overturned-for-

The Abbey School
Reading, Berkshire RG1 5DZ

Sonning parish magazine December 2015.indd 1

barnabasfund.org/appeals/Help-feed-displaced-Christians-in-the-Central-African-Republic?audience=GB

Christian-hostages-in-Syria?audience=GB

Next sessions:
Friday 4 December
Friday 8 January

Tel: 0118 944 1808

Central African Republic: Help feed displaced Christians
Christians in the Central African Republic are again being targeted by armed Muslim
groups going from house to house, shooting and beheading innocent believers in an
appalling display of violence. Around 20,000 Christians have fled their homes. https://

Sudanese-woman-sentenced-to-20-lashes?audience=GB
26/10/2015 15:08:37
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From
the
editor’s
desk
I recently had the pleasure of visiting
a company near Petworth in Sussex.
As a boy I spent many happy hours in
Petworth visiting my uncle who had a
front room lined with floor-to-ceiling
shelves holding his large collection of
books. It was here that the seeds for
my own love for books were sown.
And what made the visit even more
enjoyable was that the company was
run by someone who also loves old
books. So much so, that his company
specialises in digitally copying ancient
manuscripts and books making the
content available for processing by
modern computer programs.
The equipment I saw there is the
only one of its kind in this country.
It cost £90,000 and is an amazing
example of advanced engineering,
combining electronics, mechanics,
optics and pneumatics with complex
computer control software to
automatically scan the pages of fragile
ancient books and manuscripts. And
it does so at astonishing rates of up to
3,000 pages an hour.
You may have read in our previous
issues that we are digitally recording
all the archived copies of The Parish
Magazine which date back to January
1869. We hoped that a local company
would be able to do this as initial
trials produced good, useable results.
However, because we are copying
bound volumes of the magazine books that we do not want to risk
destroying by taking them apart there was an unavoidable distortion of
the text.
The system I saw in Sussex not
only was able to automatically scan
each page without distortion but it
also offers many new opportunities
to access and use the information it
captures on the tens of thousands of
pages that we are planning to copy.
Not only will it help us to protect
our archived copies for future
generations, it will enable them, and
us, to access the wealth of information
stored on the pages.
My childhood love of visiting
Petworth has been rekindled!

click here to return to contents
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toys others

New Community Hall Fund

Total so far: £339,107

500,000
400,000
300,000
200,000
100,000

Coeducational Christian Day & Boarding School
for pupils aged 11-18

bridging the gap
enabling independence at home
30 years experience providing care and
supporting families in their own homes

OPEN HOUSE

Every Friday morning during term time
Book online at:
www.luckleyhouseschool.org
Luckley House School, Wokingham
T: 0118 978 4175 E: Registrar@luckleyhouseschool.org

For further information contact:

01491 578 758

Email: bonny@bridgeshomecare.co.uk
Bridges Home Care, Oxford House, Highlands Lane
Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 4PS

Woodley Decor
Painters & Decorators
Established Since 1969

Inglewood
months to 5 years
for children aged 3
Childcare

No job too small
All work guaranteed
For a free quotation, contact us on:

0118 969 6828

or visit our website: http://www.woodleydecor.co.uk
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93 Western Avenue, Woodley, Berkshire RG5 3BL

0118 402 2390
www.brighthorizons.co.uk

St Andrew’s Church we will be
supporting the Reading Family Aid
Toys & Teens Appeal again this year
at our Family Toy Service on Sunday
6 December at 10.30am.
During the service the Christmas
tree lights will be switched on there
will be a special visitor - St Nicholas!
Below is a list of the items Reading
Family Aid accepts so please check
it before bringing your gift - which
is best left unwrapped - along to the
service.
Last year the appeal delivered
Christmas gifts to over 1,500 needy
children in the Reading area. The
huge operation centred at St Luke’s
Church Hall, Earley, was made
possible by 130 volunteers who sorted
and packed the gifts and 14 van
drivers who covered over 600 miles.
If you have some time available
between 9.30am and 4pm during
the week commencing 8 December
(Monday to Thursday) contact:
Volunteer@ReadingFamilyAid.org or
call Gill Hegarty 0118 947 9617

HelpTheraise
community
Church of Stfunds
Andrew servingfor
Charvil,the
Sonningnew
and Sonning
Eye
hall when you Christmas shop online
It won’t cost you anything!
Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

Thousands of online shops will make us a donation.
It’s easy to set up and even easier to use!

Over 4,000 leading online retailers including Amazon, eBay, John Lewis,
M&S, Boots, Expedia, Viking Direct, Sainsbury’s, Waitrose, Tesco, Hamley’s,
Harrods etc etc have so far donated between them over £6 million to
charities. Help our community to benefit as well! Sign up here:

http://giveasyoulive.com/join.sonningpcc

Here’s a great
The Parish Magazine idea for a great
CALENDAR 2016 Christmas gift!
Featuring views of the River Thames

The Parish Magazine 2016 Calendar,
featuring stunning Thames
photographs - some commissioned
especially - makes a great Christmas
present. It will be available at the
St Andrew’s Church Christmas Fayre
(see centre pages), at most services
and from Martin Boyles on 0118 969
2428 or martin.boyles@btinternet.com

Gifts that can be accepted
Any toys – including battery operated –
suitable for children aged 0-16 yrs.
Colouring pens, crayons, paints and pencils
Colouring books/sketch books
Play doh
Making and Doing items
Craft items Educational books
Books - including new cloth books and those
with thick pages for toddlers
Games and jigsaw puzzles
Cuddly toys
Clothes for babies and toddlers
T-shirts for teenagers
Hats, gloves and scarves
Sports equipment
Chocolate selection boxes
Vouchers for teenagers for Primark, Boots,
Smiths, Oracle, ITunes, HMV, Sports Direct,
New Look, Accessorize, Claires or similar
Accessories (bags, belts, make-up bags,
toilet bags, jewellery,…) for teenagers
Toiletries (male and female) and make-up
for teenagers
Tickets/vouchers for cinema, theme
parks, theatre, panto etc
DVDs suitable for children under 18 years
Money with which RFA can buy gifts

0

St Andrew’s Church Hall Appeal

FRONT COVER: SONNING LOCK

One page per month, lists bank holidays and
parish events, open size: 42 x 29.7cms. Price: £8
Proceeds to St Andrew’s Church hall appeal.

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

JUNE

JULY

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER
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September 2013 Michaelmas issue

July/August 2013 Summer issue

June 2013 The 60th anniversary of The Queen’s Coronation

May 2013 Pentecost issue

April 2013 Saint George issue

March 2013 Easter issue

February 2013 Candlemas issue

January 2013 Epiphany issue

Serving our local communities for 10 years
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December 2012 Christmas issue

The F lower Loft

MUCK ‘N’ MULCH
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Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
t h e c h u rc h of s t. a n dr e w, SE RV I NG T H E
COM M U N I T I E S OF C H A RV I L , S ON N I NG a n d s on n i ng e y e

t h e c h u rc h of s t a n dr e w, SE RV I NG T H E
COM M U N I T I E S OF C H A RV I L , S ON N I NG a n d s on n i ng e y e

t h e c h u rc h of s t a n dr e w, SE RV I NG T H E
COM M U N I T I E S OF C H A RV I L , S ON N I NG a n d s on n i ng e y e

t h e ch u rch of s t a n dr e w, SERV I NG T H E
COM M U N I T I E S OF CH A RV I L , SON N I NG a n d son n i ng e y e

t h e c h u rc h of s t a n dr e w, SE RV I NG T H E
COM M U N I T I E S OF C H A RV I L , S ON N I NG a n d s on n i ng e y e

t h e c h u rc h of s t a n dr e w, SE RV I NG T H E
COM M U N I T I E S OF C H A RV I L , S ON N I NG a n d s on n i ng e y e

t h e c h u rc h of s t a n dr e w, SE RV I NG T H E
COM M U N I T I E S OF C H A RV I L , S ON N I NG a n d s on n i ng e y e

t h e c h u rc h of s t a n dr e w, SE RV I NG T H E
COM M U N I T I E S OF C H A RV I L , S ON N I NG a n d s on n i ng e y e

t h e c h u rc h of s t a n dr e w, SE RV I NG T H E
COM M U N I T I E S OF C H A RV I L , S ON N I NG a n d s on n i ng e y e
Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

To return to CONTENTS click here

The
Parish
Magazine

The Parish Magazine - November 2015 1

An Independent & Family-Owned Funeral Service
24 Hours Personal Attention / Private Chapel of Rest
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames
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Serving the communities of Charvil, Sonning & Sonning Eye since 1869
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Trefor 07789 880072
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Suggested donation of only £175
Discount for Registered Charities

Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

February 2015 Christingle and Lent

No job too small or too large
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March 2015 Lent and Palm Sunday

New - Smartphone (e.g. iPhone, Android, Blackberry,
Windows) and iPad/Tablet advice set up and integration.

Suitable for all events,
parties, fetes etc.
We Deliver, Erect,
Take Down and Collect!

April 2015 Easter issue

Homeusers
users&&small
smallbusinesses
businessesininthe
theWargrave,
Twyford, Charvil,
Home
Henley,
Sonning,
Woodley, Bisham,
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and surrounding
areas. areas.
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your
officeororhome.
home.One-to-One
One-to-One personal
AtAt
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personaltuition,
tuition,
Advice,Set-up
Set-up and
and Installation.
Installation.
Advice,
PC
Health-Check,
Tune-Up,
Virus
&
Spyware,
Data
Recovery,
PC Health-Check, Tune-Up, Virus & Spyware, Data Recovery,
Email&&Office,
Office,Broadband,
Broadband, Wired
Wired &
& Wireless
Wireless Networks,
Networks,
Email
Skype/VOIP &
& Webcams.
Skype/VOIP
Webcams.
Windows
8, 7&and
all earlier
versions. Systems.
MicrosoftMicrosoft
Windows,
XP, Vista
Windows
7 Operating
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April 2014 Easter issue

May 2015 Sonning CofE School 50th Anniversary issue

All proceeds used for funds of
1st Sonning Scout Group

Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

March 2014 Lent issue

Contact Chris Duvall
Free no obligation quote
E: christheplumber75@googlemail.com
M: 0785 095 6354
Tel: 0118 926 4690
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February 2014 Candlemas issue

For hire

June 2015 Charvil Village Show Issue

I offer a friendly, reliable service from
a dripping tap to installing radiators
and full heating systems
All general plumbing undertaken
Emergency call out available

WHITE MARQUEES

July/August 2015 Summer issue

CHRIS the plumber

Serving the communities of Charvil, Sonning and Sonning Eye since 1869
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January 2014 Epiphany issue

Serving the communities of Charvil, Sonning & Sonning Eye since 1869

Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

December 2013 Advent and Christmas issue

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Monumental Mason

It was based on a new design created by Roger Swindale, a graphic design student being
mentored by David Woodward of Design for Print, which is based in Sonning Eye. After a
few trial issues in black and white that replaced the previous paid-for magazine that had a
circulation of a few hundred, the St Andrew’s Church PCC made a bold decision to upgrade
some of the pages to colour and deliver it to every home in the parish. The print run was to
increase to over 2,300 copies.
The thinking behind the revamped magazine was, and still is, that St Andrew’s, as the
parish church, belongs to everyone who lives in the parish and it is therefore the PCC’s
responsibility to keep them informed about what goes on there. As well as publishing church
news and events, we wanted to continue providing a service to local clubs, associations,
organisations and charities by carrying news and updates on their activities. To add to the
interest value of the magazine we also began including more general features about the arts,
health, home, sports, leisure and garden that our readers often tell us they enjoy.
We are indebted to our advertisers whose continued support covers the cost of printing the
magazine. The St Andrew’s Church PCC funds the distribution of it from an annual budget put
aside for use within the parish.
As we look ahead, we are aware of the need to both preserve the past achievements and
to keep in touch with modern developments in communications, hence the projects that we
are currently undertaking to make the online version of The Parish Magazine more interactive
and to protect the valuable archives of what we believe to be the longest, continually publish
parish magazine in the country - the first issue being January 1869!
These plans, of course, will mean that additional funding has to be generated by developing
different products or services that will generate an income, and by seeking donations from
other organistaions. Gordon Nutbrown’s book, A Thames Parish Magazine, is a good example of
a new product while the generous donation from the Sonning Volunteer Fire Brigade Trust for
our archive preservation project is an example of support from an
outside organisation.
To manage the financial side of running The Parish Magazine and
its associated activities, the St Andrew’s Church PCC has created a
new subcommittee to which Gordon and I are pleased to welcome
Pat Livesey as treasurer.
We have some exciting ideas for other products and services
in the near future so watch this space! ... and in the mean
time please consider putting A Thames Parish Magazine on your
Christmas shopping list, it will make an ideal present, as will our
2016 calendar, which is being sold again this year in aid of the new
More details: page 25
community hall project - see page 13 for details.
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November 2013 Remembrance issue

Serving the communities of Charvil, Sonning & Sonning Eye since 1869

TOMALIN & SON

October 2013 Harvest issue

www.theflowerloftatladds.co.uk

Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

September 2015 Celebrating our longest serving Monarch

0118 940 3804

December 2012 saw the first issue of The Parish Magazine published that would be
delivered free of charge each month to every home in the parish of St Andrew’s Church that
serves Charvil, Sonning and Sonning Eye.
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By Bob Peters

October 2015 The Parish Magazine — Past, Present and Future?

The Flower Loft
LADD’s Garden Village
A4 Bath Road, Hare Hatch RG10 9SB

Third anniversary celebration

Serving the communities of Charvil, Sonning & Sonning Eye since 1869

November 2015 — A month to remember and look forward

INTERFLORA FLORIST

The
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December 2015 — Christmas with St Nicholas

Individually designed Floral Gifts
for all occasions
Same day local delivery service
Wedding and Event Flowers
Floral Tributes
Sympathy Flowers

The Parish Magazine - December 2015 1

t h e c h u rc h of s t a n dr e w, SE RV I NG T H E
COM M U N I T I E S OF C H A RV I L , S ON N I NG a n d s on n i ng e y e
Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

t h e c h u rc h of s t a n dr e w, SE RV I NG T H E
COM M U N I T I E S OF C H A RV I L , S ON N I NG a n d s on n i ng e y e
Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

16 The Parish Magazine - December 2015

The Parish Magazine - December 2015 17

click here to return to contents

feature — 2

READING
BLUE COAT SCHOOL
An Independent Day School for Boys, with a Co-Educational Sixth Form

Join the adventure!

We cannot make you immortal
but we can prepare a Will
to ensure your loved ones
are cared for.

Call us for an
informal
chat with our
Admissions
team

Caversham
Solicitors
51a Church Street, Caversham, Reading RG4 8AX
Telephone: 0118 947 8638
eMail: kelly@cavershamsolicitors.co.uk
priya@cavershamsolicitors.co.uk

0118 944 1005 • www.rbcs.org.uk

A Brighter Approach
to Senior Living

Our Christmases in far away places
By Marjorie Burden

MOSCOW

Our first Christmas away from home
was in 1949 on board the P&O liner
Carthage on our way to Singapore.
We arrived in Port Said at 6am on
Christmas morning where the local
store Sima Artz was open and waiting
for us. We all went ashore and bought
presents, and toys which we really
didn’t need, as we had plenty with us.
It was a very traditional Christmas
with Christmas tree and presents for
the children, but notable in that we
were still heavily rationed in England
and we had not seen such a profusion
of food for 10 years.
Christmas in Singapore, where
my husband was serving, was very
British, the only difference was eating
turkey and Christmas pudding in 90
degrees plus.
One year, after leave in England, I
took our two girls, aged 6 and 2 years,
back to Singapore on a Dutch boat,
the Willem Ruys, which many years
later became the famous Achilles Lauro
that was hijacked by the Palestine
Liberation Front in 1985.
The Dutch have Christmas on
about 6 December and St Nicholas
came with presents for the good
children and his assistant Peter with
his whip for the naughty children.
Luckily there were no naughty
children on board! We arrived back
in Singapore just before Christmas
so our children had two Christmases
that year.
Our next overseas Christmas was
in Moscow in 1954, when, at that

NAIROBI

MOZAMBIQUE

AT SEA

Marjorie Burden (above), and her husband Derrick, set up home in Charvil in
1962 and now aged 95 years she still lives in the same family home. Derrick,
who died in 2012, served in the diplomatic service and they often found
themselves overseas at Christmas. They have both been active members of
St Andrew’s Church and Derrick was chairman of Charvil Parish Council in
the late 1980’s. As a Rotarian he stood in for Father Christmas during their
annual appeal and he also founded and edited ‘The Charvil Chimes’ - the
forerunner of today’s ‘Charvil News’. Marjorie has kept hand written notes
of their travels and here she recalls some of their Christmases overseas.
time, it was still the Soviet Union and
non-religious.
However, they did have Father
Christmas, who dressed in very
similar clothing to our Father
Christmas, and they had trees and
decorations.
Burobin, the organisation that
looked after foreign diplomats in the
Soviet Union, gave us a huge tree so
I had to buy some more decorations.
I bought a large box in which there
were not only some normal baubles
but carrots, gherkins and other
strange items. They all went on the

Whether it’s assisted living, nursing or specialist dementia care,
everything we do is born from a commitment to providing only
the very best care to older people.

Drop in for a tour today, or call us on
0118 944 4300 to find out more.
Sunrise of Sonning, Old Bath Road, Sonning, Berkshire RG4 6TQ

sunrise-care.co.uk/sonning
The Dutch liner, MS Willem Ruys and (above) the pool on board enjoyed by passengers
07/01/2015 10:58

TOKYO
SINGAPORE

ANGOLA

When it comes to senior care, Sunrise continues to set the standard.
Our expertly trained staff and the high quality personalised care we
offer are changing the way people view senior living.

ADV_SON_0115_ParishMagazine_01.indd 1

IRAN

PORT SAID

tree and I kept them for several years
as they caused great amusement.
For the first time, the children
from the diplomatic corps were
invited to the Kremlin for a party
they gave for their own school
children. Christine, then aged 6
years went and came home with a
small present - a bag of sweets and a
balloon.
We went to a party given by the
ambassador on Christmas night in
the embassy which was opposite the
Kremlin across the river. After a fresh
fall of snow it was a wonderful sight
with all the fir trees and walls coated
with snow, and the golden cupolas of
the cathedral glowing as it was lit up.
It was just like a Christmas card.
Our next Christmas was in
Tokyo. Japan, of course, was also
non-Christian, but thanks to the
American occupation after the war,
the Japanese had realised what a
great source of business Christmas
was and they took full advantage of
it. Their stores were heavily decorated
with angels, Father Christmases with
their sleighs and reindeer, and masses
of tinsel.
Shopping was a joy, especially for
children. They made wonderful toys,
Turn to page 19
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www.etsheppard.co.uk
01491 574 644
36 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames RG9 1AG

INCLUSIVE • INDIVIDUAL • INSPIRATIONAL
Established in 1858

Independent HMC boarding and day school for 450
pupils, situated in an inspirational 45 acre riverside site

A.F. Jones
Stonemasons
Limited

Boys 11-18 • Girls 16-18
Academic, sport and creative arts scholarships available
A full ISI inspection judged Shiplake College as
EXCELLENT across every inspection category

Book your visit on our website
www.shiplake.org.uk

www.afjones.co.uk
0118 9573 537
33 Bedford Road, Reading, RG1 7EX

57732 AF Jones Parish Magazine Advert.indd 1
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CANON TREE CARE
EXPERIENCED QUALIFIED INSURED

• Pruning, Felling & Planting
• Reductions, Thinning & Dead Wooding
• Dangerous Trees Saved & Made Safe
• Modern Noninvasive Cable Bracing
• Stump Grinding & Removal
MAIDENHEAD
• Tree Problem Diagnosis
SONNING
WINDSOR
• Japanese Ornamental
READING BRACKNELL
Tree Pruning
OFFICE - MON-FRI 8.45-5.30:

READING

0845 034 0962

OUT OF OFFICE HOURS:

MOBILE

0779 931 5661

CTC.Julian@yahoo.co.uk

In association with TAKA ISHII Green Garden Design (Japan)
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Christmases in far away places

quite cheap, and all the presents you
bought were beautifully gift wrapped.
We got together a choir and
went round all the houses in the
embassy compound singing carols on
Christmas Eve ending with mulled
wine and mince pies in the last house.
We spent Christmas Day with
some friends and their children.
Then it was off to Lourenço
Marques - now called Maputo - in
Mozambique, which was still under
Portuguese rule.
The Portuguese had very different
food at Christmas. They would have
a goat kid where we have turkey, and
bacalhau - dried salted cod - which
they cooked in various ways. Many
houses had a kid tethered outside for
some days before Christmas.
There was a nice little Anglican
church near the Mission to Seamen
where we had a midnight service and
then a carol service on Christmas
morning.
We next went to Khorram Shah
in Iran on the Persian Gulf. It was
the port for Abadan where the big oil
refinery was.
Iran, being Moslem, was another
place where Christmas was not
recognised. It was difficult to buy
very much in Khorram Shah, so most
people drove down to Kuwait to shop
and came back ladened with goodies. I
gave a party to which some American
friends had Christmas pudding for
the first time and thought it was
wonderful!

Derrick and Marjorie are seen here on their last cruise, 15 years ago

Our second Christmas in Iran had
to be very low key as it coincided with
the month of Mourning of Muharram
when singing, dancing and parties
were all forbidden.
From Iran we went to Nairobi,
by then independent but still very
British.
We arrived by ship in Mombasa on
Christmas Eve and took the train to
Nairobi feeling guilty that someone
had to get up early to meet us. We
were given a full traditional dinner
on the train complete with crackers
which were all pulled and we solemnly
donned our super hats. Christmas
Day was a very British one which we
enjoyed at the house of a member of
the embassy.
Our next Christmas there was
normal as food was no problem in
Nairobi and it was a family occasion

as our younger daughter and my
husband’s mother were staying with
us.
Our last Christmas abroad was
in Luanda, Angola, again where the
temperature was in the nineties.
Food was difficult, my daughter
came ladened with dried fruit and
so on for the Christmas pudding
and mincemeat for pies. A shipping
company kindly supplied a turkey.
I remember that year mainly
because my husband was in plaster
having broken his leg and the friend
who carved the turkey on his behalf
waving a plastic bag of giblets
triumphantly in the air which I had
not been able to find when I cooked it!
Christmas overseas is a time when
you miss family the most, especially
when our daughters had to go to
school in England.

A Thames Parish Magazine
Volume One 1869 - 1945
By Gordon Nutbrown
Published by The Parish Magazine

This extensive collection of extracts from The Parish Magazine archives gives
a fascinating insight into the social, political, religious and technological
issues of living in the villages of Sonning, Charvil, Woodley, Dunsden, and
Earley, and how national and international events influenced everyone’s lives
in the turbulent years between 1869 and 1945.

ISBN: 978-0-9933448-0-0
Price: £14.95
Available from: Chapter One Bookshop in Woodley Precinct
Brighton’s Newsagents branches in Woodley and Twyford
Pat Livesey on 0118 961 8017
RPAbooks on Amazon.co.uk
All proceeds to fund the digital recording of The Parish Magazine archives
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The Church of St Andrew serving
Charvil, Sonning and Sonning Eye
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Special guest appearance in St Andrew’s Church!

Children, come and
collect your
free Christmas
gift from the
first real
Father
Christmas!
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A Christmas
marketplace
Browse a range
of stalls with
great gifts and
ideas for Christmas
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St Andrew’s Church
Sunday 13 December
Opens at 2pm
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Listen to
and sing
Christmas
Carols
with
St Andrew’s
Junior
and Senior
Choirs
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Enjoy festive mince pies,
hot punch or a soft drink

Don’t forget your 2016
Calendar or the
unique Thames
Parish Magazine
book!

Face painting
Christmas cards
Baby gifts, Ceramics
Christmas Books, Nativities
Candles, Honey, Produce, Fairies
Christmas Table Decorations
Listedplusinmore!
The

The French Horn,
Sonning. Quality.
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the french horn

Times top
100 best restaurants.

Over 100
Nativities
from around
the world
Make your own
Nativity to
take home
with you!

OPEN: 2 - 4.30pm
Adults: £2.00
Children: £1.00
All proceeds to
St Andrew’s
Church
Community
Hall Appeal

click here to return to contents

22 The Parish Magazine - December 2015

feature — 5

•
•
•
•
•
•

Alan
Ward
Painters & Decorators

Interior & exterior painting
Wallpaper hanging & stripping
Plastering, coving and artexing services
Insurance work
All types of domestic & commercial work
Free estimates — No VAT

Tel: 01344 442 402
Mob: 07539 640 482
www.alanwarddecorator.co.uk
eMail: a-ward@live.co.uk
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An 18th century tour of England on foot

By Robert Lobley

A 26 year old German Anglophile,
came to London in 1782 to begin a
walking tour of England. He had
learnt to speak good English and now
wanted to learn about the people and
customs here.
Leaving Hamburg by boat he sailed
up the Thames to Greenwich where he
continued his journey by road sharing
a carriage with other passengers. This
conveyed him into central London
where he stayed for some days visiting
theatres, museums, parks and the
House of Commons. He then set out
on his epic walking journey starting
at Richmond, Surrey and passing
through Windsor, Henley, Nettlebed,
Oxford, Birmingham, Derby, Matlock,
Castleton, the then famous Peak
Cavern, Nottingham, Leicester,
Northants and returning to London
again before sailing home to Germany.
He walked most of the way,
but took a coach from Oxford to
Birmingham and from Leicester via
Northants to London.
He wrote a detailed account of his
travels in letters to friends and family.
These were published both here and in
Germany and are an important record
of life in 18th century England. In 1782
transport and communications were
very difficult. No trains or buses, only
coaches, horses or one’s own two feet.
Owing to the time taken to travel
anywhere you had to stay in inns
which meant carrying cash hidden on
one’s person to prevent robbery. There
was no easy banking system.
Walking through England, Karl
Moritz had serious difficulties finding
anywhere to sleep or eat. Many
innkeepers were very suspicious of a
single man on foot; most gentlemen
arrived on horseback or by coach.
He was very impressed with
Richmond with its fine houses and
view from the top of Richmond Hill.
He rose early at 3am to see the sunrise
but was unable to escape from his
lodgings as the doors were locked and
the servants did not rise to let him out
until 6am.
After the early start he set off
walking to Windsor, another town he
was impressed with for its castle and
fine houses.

Karl Philipp Moritz (1756 – 1793) was a German journalist, literary critic, and professor of art
and linguistics. He is pictured (left) on a contemporary engraving and (right) in a sketch by
Robert Lobley

From Windsor he went to Henley,
passing through the small village of
Slough and on to Maidenhead which
he describes as a miserable place!
Unfortunately he was unable to
find an inn or alehouse in Henley that
would put him up or sell him food, so
he had to walk to Nettlebed, which he
describes as being a lovely village on
the coach route to Oxford and which
proved to be much more friendly than
Henley. When he arrived farmers and
soldiers were singing in the pubs and
he was welcomed by everyone.
The following day, being Sunday,
he attended church with the locals
who were dressed in their best
clothes; he was impressed by the

Travels in England in 1782 by Karl Philipp
Moritz was also published in 1795 as ‘Travel
Chiefly on Foot through Several Parts of
England in 1782 described in Letters to a
Friend

sermon and was interested by the
inscriptions on the gravestones.
After a wonderful weekend in
Nettlebed he set off for Oxford.
After passing through Dorchester
he came eventually to Nuneham
where he decided to stop overnight.
Being rejected by the innkeeper who
shut the door in his face when he
asked to buy food, he decided to sleep
in a nearby field.
As he settled down he was joined
by a youngish man who asked where
he was going. When he replied
Oxford the man suggested they walk
together, and together they could
walk in the dark.
As they walked the man revealed
he was a curate and had taken
a service in Dorchester and was
returning to his Oxford college.
Karl Moritz revealed that he too
was a pastor in Germany and was
travelling incognito across England.
The Englishman asked Karl about
his Latin, and impressed with his
pronunciation, realised that he was
indeed a German pastor.
They arrived in a very dark Oxford
about midnight and he was taken to
a very jolly inn, frequented by young
clergymen.
Although it was very late they
were a friendly group and they all
spent hours drinking ale and talking
about England, Germany, politics and
even religious controversies.
To be continued in a future issue
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The joys of painting chicken
CHRISTMAS
3 COURSES & NIBBLES £26.95

Last Posting Dates
for Christmas in
December

16th November - 31st December
Festive bubbles, hot-smoked salmon, slow-cooked duck with Christmas spices,
roast turkey & trimmings, vanilla pannacotta & home-baked mini mince pies.

Join us on Sunday 13th December, 11am - 1pm,
for carol singing, festive treats & even a visit
from the big man himself (along with his reindeer!)

MON - FRI 6.30 AM - 11.00 PM | SAT 7.30 AM - 11.00 PM | SUN 7.30 AM - 10.00 PM
T H E G R E AT H O U S E , T H A M E S S T R E E T, S O N N I N G O N T H A M E S , B E R K S H I R E , R G 4 6 U T
0118 921 9890 | W W W. C O P PA C L U B . C O . U K |

www.thebmgc.com
10% of the value of your first order will be donated to the
new community hall fund when you quote Ref: BMGC-CH
• Roller banners
• PVC banners
• Point of sale
• Posters
• Window graphics
• Shop signage
• Vehicle livery
• Exhibition systems
• Corporate branding
• Signage for commerce
• Graphic design
• Bespoke wall coverings
• Installation services

For cost effective, locally produced, quality graphics
call us on

0118 934 5016

The Homestead, Park Lane, Charvil, Reading RG10 9TR
email: sales@thebmgc.com

7 th Far East, Eastern Europe

Sonning Art Group enjoyed an afternoon tutorial led by local artist Liz
Baldin who demonstrated in watercolour the joys of painting a chicken or
cockerel in a modern loose style.

Why
pay
high
street
prices?

While Liz made the process look easy, members decided they probably need
more practice to master the daring flow of colours in order to blend it the same
way as she does although for the chairman’s cup, held on 13 November, several
chickens were entered as the subject was ‘birds’.
The group is supporting a Society for All Artists project that has set a
challenge to exhibit a world record number of paintings in one place. Tiny
paintings measuring 89x64mm are to be submitted in an attempt to get in the
Guinness Book of Records. The challenge is open to anyone, so if you would like
to join the fun visit their website - http://www.saa.co.uk - for details on how to
enter by the end of December.
The group next meets on 8 January and has its AGM the following week.
Meetings are on Friday afternoons from 1-4pm in Pearson Hall, £2.50 or £3.00
when there is a tutor.

Christmastide events
Saturday 5 December: Sonning CofE School PTA Christmas Fayre, 2-5pm

8 th The Caribbean
10 th Australia, New Zealand
14 th Germany, Italy, Poland
15 th Canada, Sweden, USA
16 th Austria, Ireland, Spain.
17 th France
18th Belgium, Netherlands,
Norway, Switzerland
19 th Second class UK post
21st First class UK post

JUBILEE HALL
C H A RV I L

Saturday 5 December: Pearson Hall social committee’s Christmas supper. Starts
7.30pm, multi-course meal, carol singing, raffle, pay bar. Tickets £15 - 947 2730
Saturday 12 December: Sonning Club celebratory evening in festive atmosphere
with free food for members

Lowest Prices Guaranteed

View our showroom and extensive selection of
flooring and designs in your home - we come to you!
Free no obligation quotation or professional advice..
AMTICO
KARNDEAN
VICTORIA
CORMAR
PENTHOUSE
LOUIS DE POOTERE
ALTERNATIVE FLOORING
KERSAINT COBB
V4 FLOOR WOOD FLOORING

Saturday 12 December: Twyford Singers present a celebration of contemporary
carols by Chilcott & Rutter and traditional carols, St Mary’s Church Twyford,
7.30 pm, £10 (£9 in advance) (under 16: £5/£4.50), refreshments, 0118 901 6176

• Full range of quality

Sunday 13 December: St Andrew’s Church Dickensian Candlelit Christmas
Fayre, 2pm, meet St Nicholas, carol singing, mulled wine, Christmas stalls,
Nativities - more details on centre pages

•

Saturday 19 December: Parish walk via Reading, meet 10.15am car park on the
Thames at the end of 329M [GR736740] 4-5 miles. If bad weather call 926 8035

flooring products:
carpets, wood,
laminate, vinyl
Complete flooring
solutions for residential
and commercial
designs

www.finedesignflooring.com
0125 688 0253
0754 596 7271
david.banning@fdflooring.com

Monday 21 December: Carols and hand bells at Sunrise of Sonning 6.30pm with
the St Andrew’s Church choir and bell ringers
Boxing Day Walk: Charvil Village Society’s annual walk starts 10am at Charvil
Village Hall. Enjoy mulled wine, mince pies and nibbles on return. Free!

Available for community groups
and private hire
St Andrew’s owns an excellent hall
complex in Park View Drive North,
Charvil. It has a number of regular
users and is also available for ad-hoc
bookings. The hall can seat 80 in a
theatre style. It has a stage, a wellequipped kitchen and an annexe.
More details at:

http://www.sonningparish.org.uk
or from Raj on
0795 642 3764
jubileehallcharvil@gmail.com
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Art Fair raises £4,000 for scanner
Plumbing & Decorating Service
Complete Project Refurbishment
Repairs to Bathroom Suites, Showers
Toilets, Basins, Radiators and more ...

Taking time to care.
Caring, compassionate, respectful,
helpful – could you be a carer?

Full Interior and Exterior Decorating

Want to work in a highly rewarding care role where

DAVID SHAILES

different approach ensure we pay for you to train?
If you genuinely believe you have the skills and
we’d love to hear from you.
For further information, please contact
0118 965 4091 or email your CV to: HR@Q1care.co.uk.

at Twyford and Wargrave GP Surgeries
Private appointments available

www.q1care.co.uk
Q1 Care Ltd, 1210 Parkview, Arlington Business Park,
Theale, Berkshire, RG7 4TY

0770 860 2442
i.plumber@btinternet.com
www.iplumberuk.com

Physiotherapy

qualities necessary to fulfil one of these roles,

Registered with all major healthcare providers

Email info@fitandable.co.uk or call 07720 933 192 for
further information or to book an appointment
www.fitandable.co.uk

Approved by:

F&ASonningParishAd.indd 1

A good start for
Charvil preschool
Charvil Preschool has reported a
very good start to the new school
year and is looking forward to an
exciting year ahead.

Reliable, Clean and Efficient

you can fit your life around your work and our

The Parish Magazine - December 2015 27

12/09/2014 17:28

Children enjoy painting pumpkins at art fair

The Reading Charity Art Fair, held at St Joseph’s College in Reading raised
£4,000 for the Royal Berkshire Hospital ultrasound scanner appeal and
other local causes supported by Rotary fundraising.
The art fair, now in its eighth year,
was organised by the Rotary Club of
Reading Maiden Erlegh.
Nearly 100 local artists exhibited
over 350 works of art which members
of the public were able to view and
purchase throughout the weekend.
There were attractions for all the
family including a successful ceramic
pumpkin painting for children
activity run by professional artist
and Rotarian Yuliya Lennon.
Another popular area of the fair
was the Art Café run by the ladies
of the Inner Wheel Club of Reading
Maiden Erlegh. Visitors enjoyed
homemade cakes and sandwiches
with their coffee or tea.
At a preview evening, awardwinning young soprano, Florence
Cain captivated the audience with
a brilliant rendition of songs by
Cherubini, Vivaldi and Gershwin.
Dr Shezad Hussain, consultant
Radiologist at the RBH, gave a short
description of the new ultrasound
scanner and of the improvements it
will bring to imaging and the shorter
waiting time for patients.
Prize winners were: Mark Jarvis,
who received £100, Graeme Mitchell
£50, and Stephanie Gay, £25.
Rose Burgess, Rotary Club of
Reading Maiden Erlegh president,
said, ‘The creativity of the artists

exhibiting at the fair was absolutely
brilliant and we are delighted to be
contributing to the RBH ultrasound
scanner appeal and the considerable
benefits that it will bring.’
The benefits of an additional
scanner at the hospital include
reduced waiting times that will
increase the number of patients
seen from 280,000 to 360,000, while
giving a clearer picture about the
nature of lumps in breast and thyroid
disease. It will also identify areas
of abnormal blood flow allowing
the assessment and management of
rheumatoid arthritis, and achieve
greater accuracy in performing
ultrasound guided procedures,
for example in biopsies for cancer
patients.
The Rotary Club of Reading
Maiden Erlegh meets on Tuesday
evenings at the Holiday Inn,
Winnersh.

It aims to get the preschool to a ‘Very
Good’ status with OFSTED and to
ensure it has an excellent foundation
for early years children’s education.
Volunteers and parents recently
gave the garden a make-over, and
they are looking into having new
shelving units to make accessibility
to toys for all children very easy.
New online ‘learning journeys’ are
being implemented soon to enable
staff to be more efficient and to
create a better experience for parents
who will be able to access their own
child’s progress via mobile devices.
An auction night in October
welcomed over 50 people who helped
raise £2,400 for the preschool. The
prescholl also received a donation
from the Poor Man’s Trust.
The next Stay and Play Day will be
on the 10 December from 10-11am.
On 31 January there will be a
craft afternoon for children aged
3-10 years with a parent. This will
be held in Charvil Village Hall and
costs £5 including all craft materials.
Early booking is recommended
as places are limited. email
charvilpreschoolevents@outlook.com to
book or for more information.

Reading Blue Coat
School music recital

December’s lunctime music recital
at Reading Blue Coat School is on
Monday 7 December at 1.30pm
and will be featuring the school’s
junior musicians.
Admission is free. For more
information contact: Marjie Thorne
on 0118 933 5828

click here to return to contents
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Clean tower tours

Richard Lloyd Funeral Services
Independent Funeral Director

1-2 The Parade
Coppice Road
Woodley
RG5 3RB

Martin Ward
Funeral Director

Some things
don’t change
About four decades ago, Sid Horne was
a regular contributor to this magazine.
He wrote a column called ‘Horne’s
Corner’ and reading it today gives a
fascinating insight into parish life in
those days. However, some problems
never seem to change, for example,
parking in Pearson Road, Sonning. In
December 1978 Sid wrote ...

24 Hr Telephone: 0118 969 3033
Family-owned, Independent
Funeral Director
and Monumental Mason
serving all areas
in and around
Sonning and Charvil
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Dr Richard Lloyd
Proprietor

• Traditional funerals; also horse-drawn hearses, motor-cycle hearse,
designer coffins and environmentally friendly funerals, including
wicker, bamboo and pine coffins, as well as woodland burials.
• Personal attention and no-obligation visits made by us
in the comfort of your own home, or in our office in Woodley.
• Golden Charter and Age UK pre-payment Funeral Plans and advice.

Telephone or visit Martin or Richard for free,
no-obligation advice at any time.

www.readingfunerals.co.uk
enquiries@readingfunerals.co.uk

Wentworth textiles

The home of your carpet and flooring solutions

Want to
change the
look of your
floors?
Look no further.
Wentworth textiles
is a residential and
commercial carpet
and flooring
company with a distinguished
reputation of nearly 50 years.
We can provide samples of any
flooring, offer a fitting and installation
service. We also provide rugs, be they
hand-tufted or sheepskin and in any size.
For further information, please
contact www.wentworthtextiles.com
or call 0118 958 2166 or email
pa.roper@btinternet.com

Picture: Peter Rennie

The bells of St Andrew’s are now well set to ring out for services, weddings,
funerals and state occasions in the future, having passed the latest
maintenance inspection. And you are invited to take a tower tour this month.

The bell ringers of St Andrew’s belong to the Oxford Diocesan Guild of Church
Bell Ringers, a large, geographical group. The guild offers free tower and bells
inspection to check that all is well with the state of maintenance of the bells
and that it is safe for the ringers in the tower.
St Andrew’s has had four inspections since the scheme began and you may
have heard the bells ringing at unusual times in early November. This was
because the ringers were working on the bells and fittings in advance of the
latest inspection. They also undertook a thorough clean of the tower stairs,
ringing room and belfry, made sure there is a well-stocked tool kit and first-aid
kit, and checked that the emergency lighting is working.
Going for an award ensures that all the bells and fittings get checked for
wear, looseness, misalignment and damage, which in turn makes ringing
a more pleasant and safer activity. The inspection process also reduces the
chance of expensive repairs to tower fittings, and so finds favour with PCCs.
The ringers always welcome new members and they have a lot of experience
of training beginners. If you are interested in gentle, sociable exercise, and
maintaining a centuries old tradition, please contact the tower captain Pam
Elliston 0118 969 5967 pam.elliston@talktalk.net or vice-captain Rob Needham
0118 926 7724 r06needham@gmail.com.
If you would like to climb the freshly cleaned bell tower stairs and enjoy
stunning views over Sonning and beyond, then come along to the Christmas
Fayre on 13 December when tower tours will be available for a small donation
towards the new community hall. More fayre details are on the centre pages.

Pearson Road is frequently lined with
cars due to functions in the Hall, and
one late September evening there were
more than ever. The Law had arrived
on the scene and surveyed the erratic
parking with stern countenance.
“What then is the cause of this influx
of cars to this quiet village?”, he said,
“This will not do.” I explained that
the glamorous Sonning Girls’ Choir
was giving its inaugural concert, it
was a complete sell-out: the Hexagon
was in mind for the next show, and
who knows, they could be in the
metropolis next year. The Law was
interested. “A glamorous Girls’ Choir,”
he said, momentarily relaxing. “A bit of
glamour around the place is good for
us all.” “Too true, Mate”, I said, but just
then the village bus came round the
corner completely blocking the road,
and the Law instantly remembered
the purpose of his presence. “This
glamorous Choir may be all you say;
they may well pack the Hexagon,
and in due course fill the Albert Hall,
but at the moment they are causing
chaos on my patch, and I require this
car and that car moved!”, and with
a stabbing forefinger indicated six
more offenders. For some ten minutes
there was turmoil whilst drivers were
sought, and orderly lines established,
and through traffic was able to
proceed. The stalwart representative
of the Thames Valley Constabulary
nodded in satisfaction and drove off
into the night to keep the Queen’s
Peace with that quiet aura of authority
whereby he could just crook a finger
and there would spring to his aid the
entire police forces of these blessed
isles, the Household Calvalry, the
Brigade of Guards, the might of Her
Britannic Majesty’s Armed Forces,
and if necessary the Retired Senior
Peasant from Sonning. Which is very
comforting to us all.
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Local Trades and Services
Please mention The Parish Magazine when contacting our advertisers

the arts
TO ADVERTISE HERE
classified@theparishmagazine.co.uk

0118 969 3282

AERIALPHIL.CO.UK
For all your aerial photos, Good for surveying,
also for assessing conditions of roofs, etc
Thames Street, Sonning
T: 0118 944 0000 http://aerialphil.co.uk

FURNESS ACCOUNTING SERVICES
Experienced Accountant
Bookkeeping, Incomplete records, Accounts preparation
T: 0118 969 7003 M: 0752 681 6741
alanfurness94@btinternet.com

CHIROPODY AND PODIATRY
Linda Frewin HCPC member
General foot care and treatment including home visits
25 Ashtrees Road, Woodley RG5 4LP
T: 0118 969 6978 M: 0790 022 4999

MC CLEANING
We are a family business with excellent references
and we are fully insured
All cleaning materials provided
For free quote call: Maria 0779 902 7901

A S BUILDING
Kitchens – Bathrooms – Plumbing - Decoration
Small building works undertaken. Fully insured
T: Andrew on 0118 942 0651 M: 0778 878 0470
as.building@tiscali.co.uk

COUNSELLING AND PSYCHOTHERAPY
Professionally registered. Confidential.
Initial consultation welcome to assess your needs
Woolhampton (on A4 between Reading – Newbury)
Geralyn Collins - 0777 850 9594

PICTURE FRAMING SERVICES
All your artwork professionally framed
Fine Art Trade Guild Registered Framer
LODDON FRAMING, The Ridgeway, Woodley
eMail: tony@loddonframing.co.uk T: 0795 021 7474

SONNING MOWERS
Sales – Service – Repairs
at Ladds Garden Village
Bath Road, Hare Hatch RG10 9SB
T: 0118 940 6203
http://www.sonningmowers.co.uk

ELECTRIC NICK
Domestic and Commercial Electrical Services
Qualified, Part P registered, 15 years experience
0758 429 4986
electricnick@live.com

CLARK BICKNELL LTD
Qualified Plumbing and Heating Engineers Gas Safe
25 years experience - local family run company
Call Office: 0118 961 8784 - Paul: 0776 887 4440
eMail: paul@clarkbicknell.co.uk

POWER CARS OF WOODLEY
Family run business - established 1945
Experienced male & female drivers - Large licensed cars
Reasonably priced local and long distance work undertaken
0118 969 3066 eMail: paddypower30@hotmail.com

THE WINDOW CLEANER
Waterfed Telescopic Pole System, Filtered Water
Guaranteeing a Crystal Clear non smear finish
Call Mike on 0796 700 4426 for a free quote
or email: thewindowcleaner1@googlemail.com

PORTMAN GARDENS - DESIGN , CONSTRUCT, MAINTAIN
Garden Features, Patios, Ponds, Pergolas, Fencing
Unit 2, 6 Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA
T: 0118 959 1796 M: 0778 577 2263
eMail martyncollins@portmanpm.com

WOODLEY GARDENS
Garden care and green waste disposal
Fully insured, Licensed waste carrier
http://www.woodleygardens.co.uk
Telephone: 0118 336 2464

CALLAGHAN CARPETS
Commercial and Domestic Carpets, Flooring and
Laminate specialists - 38 years experience
email: callaghancarpets@btinternet.com
T: 0118 962 8527 M: 0779 223 9474

WATER SOFTENER SALT - FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
25kg Tablet/Granular £9.50 - Harvey Block Salt 2x4kg £6.00
http://salt-deliveries-online.com sales@salt-deliveries-online.com
M: 0778 577 2263 - T: 0118 959 1796
Unit 2, 6 Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA

J C LORD BUILDING PROJECTS
All forms of building work undertaken
Extensions and Renovations a speciality
T: 0118 969 1429
M: 0797 393 6981 or 0782 332 5499
email: jclord_ plastering_building@hotmail.com

WANT HELP WITH AN ‘ODD JOB’?
For local odd jobs please call Phil on
0118 944 0000
0797 950 3908
Thames Street, Sonning
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Carlos Schwabe’s ‘Virgin of the Lilies’
By Michael Burgess

During the year we have been exploring how art can celebrate the wonder of
this world. This month with Mary and Jesus we stand above the world.
We stand high on the clouds with a
glorious path of tall, elegant lilies
that lead like a stairway to the earth
beneath. This is The Virgin of the
Lilies by Carlos Schwabe. He was
born in Germany and then lived in
Switzerland and France, painting this
canvas in 1899 when he was 33 years
old.
It is like a scene caught when
we look out of the window in an
aeroplane. We can see the earth
beneath and spot hills and valleys,
roads and settlements, and a
river weaving its way through the
countryside. Mary and Jesus are
haloed in a lunar-like radiance.
The lilies are symbols of purity
and obedience, the qualities that
will take them to that scene at
Bethlehem which we give thanks
for at Christmas. The heavenly light

If the New Year means a new life as
husband and wife then our parish church
could be the ideal place to say I will!
If you would like to discuss the
possibility of getting married in our
ancient and beautiful parish church
call the vicar, Jamie

0118 969 3298
He will be pleased to help you!

In addition to the stunning and historic location in Sonning, we will work
hard to provide you with a memorable and moving occasion. We can
provide a choir, organ, peal of eight bells, beautiful flowers, over 100 lit
candles set in our ornate Victorian chandeliers and the use of our beautiful
churchyard as a backdrop for your photographs.
THE CHURCH OF ST ANDREW SERVING
CHARVIL, SONNING AND SONNING EYE
Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

shining out in the painting brings
hope and joy to the world below,
transforming lives with the wonder
of the Saviour’s birth.
Jesus holds three nails in his
hand as a sign that His life will be
tempered by rejection, suffering and
death. But the lilies growing tall and
straight in the skies are signs of new
life and resurrection.
The light come down to
earth at Christmas can never be
extinguished. That light and love
are expressed in this vivid, moving
painting of Carlos Schwabe as
they are caught up in the carol of
Christina Rossetti we sing at this
time:
Love shall be our token, Love be
yours and love be mine,
Love to God and all men, Love for
plea and gift and sign.

Book review
The Unofficial Bible for
Minecrafters – stories told
block by block
By Garrett Romines and Christopher
Miko, LionHudson, £12.99
This may well
appeal to any
young ‘gamers’
that you know.
The book
uses games
and toys to
re-create Bible
stories with
virtual blocks
to produce vibrant, and complex
3-D worlds filled with adventure.
The images have been captured
and combined with text boxes
and speech bubbles to explain the
stories for 7-11 year olds. The text
is light, but explains the events
thoroughly for the age group, and
the dialogue includes in-game
humour.
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For urgent medical advice between 6.30pm and 8am, and at weekends, call 1 1 1

Dr Simon Ruffle writes ... Strictly hips
Unwelcome visitors

Firstly may I wish you all a peaceful festive season with
no traumas.
I’m no believer in fate but Murphy and Sod visited the
Ruffle household this week. Murphy’s law says that if
something can go wrong it will go wrong - eventually. Sod’s
law says that it will go wrong at the worst possible time or
outcome.
My wife, Jackie, and daughter, Eleanor, went off to
Portugal on a long booked event. My son Joseph had a bit
of tummy ache a couple of days before but was otherwise,
at school, eating the fridge empty like most teenagers but
moaning!
As the girls had gone off Joe’s grumbling tummy got
worse and he didn’t want to go to school; and he didn’t look
great. Murphy and Sod are lurking!
I’m dressed and ready for work and decide that Joe, is,
definitely, going to school. Pale and nauseous he wants to
go back to sleep.
I asked him where the pain was and Murphy raised
his head - the appendix! It can go wrong and it did. Sod
ran through the door laughing - your wife’s away, the
immediate family in Newbury are busy and the others are
in Devon.
The NHS told Murphy and Sod to go away, politely,
removed Joe’s festering appendix and took great care of
him.
The definition of appendix
is: the supplemental material at
the end of a book, article etc ….
The appendix in humans was
thought to be supplental too.
Once thought to be similar
to the area in vegetarian
mammals to ferment cellulose
it is thought to be useless in
humans. Theories include it is
a source of stored bacteria to
help the digestive process or in primates to store stones to
help grind bits of food that are whole before reaching the
lower bowel.
All I know is I lost a friend from a ruptured appendix
when I was 16 and from 23 years in medicine if a well
person has ‘tummy ache’ for more than a few days talk it
through with someone trained. Appendicitis sounds like an
‘old fashioned’ illness; it isn’t - Murphy and Sod will make
sure of that!
Over the holiday, NHS junior and senior doctors will be
available, as they were for Joe.
999 is for emergencies
111 is for other illness or concerns
If in doubt ring your GP surgery. Their systems will link
to services if they aren’t open.
Have a great Christmas and New Year! Simon & family

By Elizabeth Jones, director, Physiocare

Having taught Pilates for many years I
often find myself saying you don’t need
to be perfect - you aren’t Darcy Bussell!
However, even the fantastic Darcy isn’t
invincible, like many other people in
the UK she has recently undergone
resurfacing of her hip. This is a less
invasive procedure than total hip
replacement (THR) and recommended for
younger people.
Since retiring Darcy says she has
required more rehab than she ever had
during her dancing career. So maybe she
is just like the rest of us after all! There are about 160,000
THR or resurfacing operations every year in the UK. Of
these surgeries, 91% are the result of a form of arthritis.
THR and resurfacing are the most effective treatment for
people with end stage arthritis in the joint.
Darcy reports most of the injuries she suffered have
been due to her strenuous dancing and training regimes,
the fact that she is suppler than the majority of the
population may also have contributed. Darcy, as are
many ballet dancers and gymnasts, is hyper-mobile. Her
ligamentous system is more elastic than most peoples and
as such she has much greater range of motion available at
her joints. To support this increased flexibility her muscles
need to be somewhat stronger than the rest of ours.
Some people are genetically predisposed to arthritis,
others because of some trauma earlier in life, but many
gradually deteriorate, losing flexibility and muscle
strength without being aware of their arthritic problem
growing, until they begin to rather quickly notice painful
joints.
One of the biggest problems with hips and diagnosing
hip pain comes from an all too common error. Put
simply: Do you know where your hips are? This will sound
patronising, but most people don’t recognise the early
symptoms of hip pain because they anticipate the pain
from their hip is closer to their waist - when in fact the hip
joint pain often manifests itself in the groin or the front of
their thigh. Indeed pain in the knee is more likely to be the
caused by a problem in the hip.
Because hips are major weight bearing structures, if
they become painful the body adapts to try and minimise
the pain usually by limping. This in turn means that
we start to use different muscles and the important
supporting muscles of the hip start to weaken. This is why
after surgery we emphasise the importance of continuing
to do exercises to maintain a healthy degree of mobility,
strength, and balance.
As is always the case the most important advice is to
keep active. It may sound contradictory given all that I
have written about Darcy Bussell’s hip woes but if you
can keep moderately strong and active you can effectively
keep at bay many of the problems I have discussed. And of
course if you are at all worried about any aches or pain it is
always a good idea to have it checked out by a professional.

home & garden

Recipe of the month

To celebrate 3 years of publishing ‘Recipe of the month’ we
provide below an index of all the dishes we have featured.
You can find back issues on http://theparishmagazine.com
or contact the editor for the recipe or for a suggestion to be
used in a future issue.

2012

DECEMBER: Grilled lamb cutlets with Parma ham and herbs

2013

JANUARY: Haggis and neeps pie
FEBRUARY: Meat loaf
MARCH: Chocolate Mousse
APRIL: 5-4-3-2-1 Pudding
MAY: Lemon Pavlova
JUNE: The original Coronation chicken
JULY: Creamy chicken casserole
SEPTEMBER: Roast goose with apples for Michaelmas
OCTOBER: Bread pudding
NOVEMBER: Harvest beef in Guinness
DECEMBER: Grandma’s Christmas pudding

2014

JANUARY: Epiphany cookies
FEBRUARY: Sandwiches for St Valentine’s Day
MARCH: Favourite pancake fillings
APRIL: Simnel cake
MAY: Chick peas Italienne for Ascension Day
JUNE: Gooseberry and elderflower fool
JULY: Fish sausages (wartime recipe)
SEPTEMBER: Anzac biscuits
OCTOBER: Harvest chicken
NOVEMBER: Sausage, sage & cider gravy, black pudding & leek mash
DECEMBER: Turkey and apricot crumble

2015

JANUARY: Florentine chicken ring
FEBRUARY: Smoked paprika and red onion chicken
MARCH: Bread and butter pudding
APRIL: An Easter trifle
MAY: Rhubarb & custard pie with butter crumble
JUNE: Strawberry ideas
JULY: French apple flan
SEPTEMBER: Beef with celeriac and mustard
OCTOBER: Gluten fee shortbread biscuits
NOVEMBER: Chicken breast with Maderia and tarragon sauce

In praise of the Food Bank
2015 has been the year of the Food Bank. Around the
country, people have realised that among their neighbours
are others who are struggling to feed themselves or their
families. ‘Food banks’, often supported by local churches.
The name ‘Food Bank’ is much less patronising than the
old ‘soup kitchen’. These are ‘banks’. Customers are entitled
to draw on what they or others have put into them. A bank
is not a place where anyone need feel humiliated, but an
essential service. It’s sad that we have a situation in which
food banks are necessary, but it’s good they’re there to
meet a real need. For a ‘bank’ in this area see http://www.
fcg.org.uk/readifood/readifood.htm.
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In the garden
— Prune blackcurrants, cutting stems that have fruited
down to strong new shoots and take cuttings. They should
be 10 inches long, the size of a pencil. Plant upright in a
V-shaped trench with sharp sand in the bottom, fill with soil.
— Lift, divide and replant rhubarb crowns that haven’t been
split in the last 4-5 years
— Empty hanging baskets that are past their best and replant
with winter flowering pansies, primulas, cyclamen and
variegated ivy, to create a winter show of flowers.
— Plant apple and pear trees. Check and adjust stakes on
young trees, remove any on trees planted over 3 years ago.
— Plant or move roses. They like plenty of sun and a clay soil.
To reduce infection leave 60cm between plants.
— Replace summer bedding plants with winter flowering
pansies, polyanthus, wallflowers, tulip and daffodil bulbs.
— Transplant spring cabbage and thin swede seedlings to
30cm apart. Cover winter lettuce with cloches.
— Indoor plants will require less feeding and watering. Check
a couple of times a week that they haven’t dried out.
— Spray with winter wash or apply grease bands to the
trunks of apple, pear, cherry and plum trees.
— Prune shrubs cutting dead, diseased, or crossing branches.
— Clip hedges, including box, yew, laurel and beech. If trees
or shrubs have berries leave pruning until the spring, to give
garden birds a food source over winter.
— Cut down wild flowers when they have finished flowering
and the seed heads have ripened. Set the lawnmower onto the
highest setting, remove the collection box and run the mower
over them or use a scythe. Leave the cuttings on the ground
for a few days for seed heads to dry and fall before putting
them on the compost heap.
— Collect and store seeds from plants for next year. Store in
paper envelopes/bags and put them in an air-tight container.
— Collect and dispose of wind-fall fruit. Leaving them on the
ground encourages pests and can damage your lawn.
— Sow Aquadulce broad beans under cloches or in deep
modules in a greenhouse so as to obtain an early crop, which
should escape the worst of the blackfly attacks in the spring.
Supplied by East Reading Horticultural Society erhs@hotmail.co.uk

Caring for your car
Now is the time, recommends the RAC to take special
care of your car battery. Cold, damp weather can cause
problems for it.
— Before switching off your engine at the end of a journey,
turn off the lights, wipers and heaters. This prevents any
unnecessary drain on the battery next time you start the
engine.
— Check that everything is switched off before turning on
the ignition.
— Avoid using the heater longer than necessary, as it puts
high demands on the vehicle’s battery.
— Check that you don’t leave interior lights, satnavs or
phone chargers connected.
— If possible, park in a garage.
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Local organisations Volunteers

Are you thinking about

Dennis & Christine
Mason look forward to
St Andrew’s
Church
welcoming
you
to…

homecare?

— St Andrew’s Sunday Club, Marie Simpkins 0779 521 6492

— Jubilee
Hall, CharvilInn
Bookings, Raj 0795 642 3764
The
Bull
— St Andrew’s Bell Ringers, Pam Elliston 969 5967

— Friends
of St Andrew’s
Church, Wendy Williams 969 6609
Great
food,
awardArts & Crafts
winning
cask ale and
— Charvilwith
Art Club,
Julie Bennett 934 5059
service
smile,
always.
— Sonning
Art Group, Sue Bell 969 6924

— Sonning Book Club, Anne Webster 944 0699
— Sonning Flower Club, Sharon Robinson 969 0748
Seven
Children
& stylish
Young People
bedrooms
— Sonning Scouts, group@sonningscouts.co.uk
group scout
leader: Mike Watts, agsl@sonningscouts.co.uk
Present Assistant
this advert
and
receive a
complimentary
Scout
leader: Mike Moore, scouts@sonningscouts.co.uk
homemade
chocolate
Cub leader:
Joan Farnese, cubs@sonningscouts.co.uk
brownie
Beaver leader: Ali Came, beavers@sonningscouts.co.uk
— Charvil Brownies, Claire Howells 934 5372
www.bullinnsonning.co.uk
— Charvil Caterpillar Club, Alison Waters 934 3723
— Charvil Guides, Ruth Hulley 969 9431
— Chernobyl Children’s Link, Shirley Chard 969 8086
— Sonning & Charvil Baby Sitting Group, Geraldine Hearn 934 1071
The Bull Inn | Sonning on Thames | Berkshire | RG4 6UP
— Sonning Baby & Toddler Group, Miranda Aston 966 5352
Email:
bullinn@fullers.co.uk
Dennis & Christine look
forward
to welcoming you to… | Telephone: 01189 693901
— Sonning Brownies, Carrie Apps 1stsonningbrownies@gmail.com
— Sonning Guides, Ruth Halley 969 9431
Councillors
— Charvil Parish Council, Miranda Parker 901 7719
— Sonning Parish Council, Lesley Bates 969 7753
— Eye & Dunsden Parish Council, David Woodward 969 3633
Local Borough & County Council Councillors
— Kate Haines - Coronation, 0771 363 7029
— Mike Haines - Sonning & Warren, 967 2879
— Nick Ray - Charvil, 934 5892
Great food, award-winning cask ale, service with a
— Malcolm Leonard - Eye & Dunsden mandeleonard@waitrose.com
Political Associations
smile Seven stylish bedrooms
— Charvil Branch Conservatives, Emma Hobbs 934 0528
— Sonning & Warren Conservatives, Peter van Went 969 3635
bullinn@fullers.co.uk / www.bullinnsonning.co.uk
— Sonning Liberal Democrats, Colin Lawley 961 8536
Schools
— Charvil Preschool Playgroup, Sally Richards 932 1273
— Charvil Piggott Primary School, Jeanette Winsor 932 0033
— Sonning CE Primary School, 969 3399
— Sonning CE Primary School PTA, Vicki Emmett 0791 617 7529
Social
— Charvil Senior Residents Club, Julie Bennett 934 5059
— Charvil Women’s Club, Shirley Newman 934 0589
— Inner Wheel Club of Reading Maiden Erlegh, Hilary Tindall 969 6926
— Monday Club, Ken Trimmings 969 1072
— Reading East Probus Club, Mike Butler 0778 943 5030
— Rotary Club of Loddon Vale, Richard Ward 966 9348
— Rotary Club of Reading Maiden Erlegh, Janette Crouch 0777 310 4430
— Sonning British Legion, Malcolm Geater 947 1677
— Sonning Club, Chris Way 969 3939
— Sonning Glebe WI (Eve Mtgs), Doreen Moulsley 961 8829
— Sonning RNLI, David Bates 969 7753
— Sonning Twinning Association, Beth Dixon 969 2335
— Twyford Bridge Club, Lesley 940 1309
Sport
— Badminton, Pat Pardoe 934 5643
— Charvil Community Tennis, Carl 0744 793 4700
— Redingensians RAMS, Jason 0788 128 8900
— Short Mat Bowling, Shirley Newman 0118 934 0589
— Sonning Cricket Club, Gary Phillips 0750 033 6879
— Sonning Football Club, Tony 956 6536
— Sonning Lawn Tennis Club, Romy 969 5845
— Sonning Sports League Table Tennis Club, Dave Chard 969 8086
— Sonning Table Tennis Club, Robert Moxon 989 4795
Song & Dance
— Bel Canto Chorus, Denise Walker 0797 375 2727
— Charvil Voices, Suzanne Newman 934 0589
— Jewel Tones, Suzanne Newman 934 0589
— Steps ‘n’ Stetsons, Line Dance Group Julie Myers 961 8450
Village Life
— Charvil Village Fete, Clare Tucker 934 9926
— Charvil Village Society, David 932 1173
— Friend’s of Ali’s Pond, Ali Driver 969 2698
— Pearson Hall Bookings, Jenny Adams 969 7692
— Sonning & Sonning Eye Society, Andy Bell 969 6924
— Sonning Beech Lodge Bookings, Tim Pascall 969 6935
— Sonning Charvil & Hurst NAG, Bob Hulley 969 9431
— Sonning Neighbourhood Watch, Jan Fielder 969 3226
— Sonning Village Show, Heather Hine 969 8653

The Bull Inn,
Sonning-on-Thames
Berkshire RG4 6UP
0118 969 3901

If you would like to learn
more please call us on

0118 947 6666

6 Church Street
Twyford
RG10 9DR
0118 934 4055

PHYSIOTHERAPY & GYM

www.physiocare.co.uk
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226 Wokingham Road
Reading
RG6 1JS
0118 966 4585

A centre of
clinical excellence
with a caring
approach

Drivers for Age Concern Twford and District
Volunteer drivers with own cars required to take
elderly residents between their homes and Age
Concern’s Twyford centre on weekday mornings and
afternoons. A total of about 1½ hours of your time is
required. Mileage will be paid.
Gordon Holmes 0118 934 4040

Charvil Senior Residents Club
Able-bodied volunteer to assist elderley residents
during their fortnightly Tuesday afternoon meetings
held in Charvil Village Hall. 0118 934 5059

Charvil Pre-School
Is looking for volunteers to help them fund raise. The
preschool is a charity that relies heavily on donations.
0791 753 6488

Cruse Bereavement Care
Cruse has vacancies for management volunteers to
help run the service in this area. The management
committee meet once a month. Call Sara Richards on
0778 554 3574

Girlguiding Bulmershe Division
Over 100 girls are waiting to join local guiding
units but can’t because there are not enough adult
volunteers. There are many different roles volunteers
can perform.
http://girlguidingbulmershe.btck.co.uk/AdultVolunteers

St Andrew’s Bell Ringers
Help continue a very English tradition of bell ringing
by volunteering as a ringer. It’s a gentle, social
excercise that everyone, young and old, male and
female, can enjoy. You will be trained by experts, all
you need is a sense of rhythm! 0118 926 7724

Sunrise Senior Living
If you have a talent to share or a hobby or interest to
talk about, Sunrise Senior Living is always pleased to
welcome volunteers to entertain its residents.
Georgina Williams: 0118 944 4300

Twyford Volunteer Drivers
Volunteer drivers needed to help transport the elderly
and/or sick people to local hospitals and surgeries and
other medically related appointments. Drivers use
their own cars. 0118 934 3010

Looking for volunteers? Let us know and we will
publish your request here for free!
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children’s page

Trustworthy
Cost Effective
High Quality Care
Established 1967
• Fully Managed Live-in Services
• Temporary & Longer-term
• Four levels of care tailored to
individual requirements
• From general support to
complex health care needs

Phone: 01865 791017 • Email: enquiries@oxfordaunts.co.uk • Visit: www.oxfordaunts.co.uk

HC MOTORS

Avenue Garage Established in Sonning 1970
VAT Reg No: 770334148

Servicing and repairs of all makes and models undertaken
Tyres, batteries and exhausts supplied and fitted
Free collection and delivery in local area

29a WESTERN AVENUE, WOODLEY RG5 3BJ

0118 969 6717 hcmotors@talktalkbusiness.net

Merry
Christmas!

WHEN SANTA WORE RED
Father Christmas didn’t always
wear red clothes and have a
white beard. Revd Alison tells
us all about his different costumes
and names in her letter on page 5.

Colour this
picture of
St Nicholas
and show it
to him at the
Christmas 		
Fayre!

Santa Claus started out as
Nicholas, who lived 1,750 years ago
in Patara, which was an important
port on the southern coast of what
we now call Turkey. He was a very rich
man but he decided to give away
everything he had to the poor. Nicholas
believed in God and became a bishop of the
nearby city of Myra. He helped to write a
special type of prayer that we call a creed.
We still say it in church today.

Nicholas was very generous and
there are lots of stories about how kind
he was. One story tells how he rescued
three girls from a terrible life by giving
them gold so they could be married and
have someone look after them. When
their father went to thank him, Nicholas
said he should thank God.
In this country, St Nicholas is sometimes called Father
Christmas, who in Victorian times was often painted wearing
green clothes not red! Dutch and German settlers living in
America called him Santa Claus. An American minister, Reverend
Clement C Moore wrote a fun poem for his children one
Christmas called The Visit of St Nicholas which today is now known
by its first line: T’was the Night Before Christmas. From Clement
Moore we discovered that Santa Claus is round and pink-cheeked
and white-bearded, and that he travels at night with sleigh,
reindeer and a sack of toys on his back. It was Clement Moore who
also revealed that St Nicholas enters houses down chimneys and
fills children’s stockings with toys and sweets.
So how did we find out that Father Christmas wears red?
Coca-Cola decided to use St Nicholas in their adverts in 1931, and
they showed the whole world how Americans saw Santa, wearing
a bright red, fur-trimmed coat and a large belt.
These days, it is good that Father Christmas uses reindeer
and doesn’t have to pay for petrol. In order to get round all the
children in the world on Christmas Eve, he will have to travel
221 million miles at an average speed of 1,279 miles a second,
so it’s very hard to see him! But the good news is, you can see
St Nicholas this year who has promised to drop in to St Andrew’s
Church during the Family Toy Service at 10.30am on 8 December,
and again at our Christmas Fayre on Sunday 13 December - more
details about this on the centre pages.

What a
cracker!
Teacher: Why are you late?
Pupil: The lesson started before I got here!
Teacher: Why are you doing your maths on the floor?
Pupil: You said not to use tables!
Teacher: How do you spell ‘Christmas?’
Pupil: K-R-I-S-S-M-A-S-S’
Teacher: No, that’s wrong
Pupil: But you asked me how I spell it!
Teacher: Do you say prayers before eating at home?
Pupil: No sir, I don’t have to, my Mum is a good cook!
Teacher: Name one important thing we have today
that we didn’t have 20 years ago.
Pupil: Me!
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Parish contacts
Ministry Team
— The Vicar: Revd Jamie Taylor*
The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR
revjaft@yahoo.co.uk / 0118 969 3298
*Day off Thursday
— Pioneer Minister: Revd Alison Waters*
6 Park View Drive South, Charvil, RG10 9QX
alwaters@hotmail.co.uk / 0118 934 3723
*Day off Monday and Tuesday afternoons
— Licensed Lay Minister: Bob Peters
26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR
bob@sonningparish.org.uk / 0118 961 1188
— Licensed Lay Minister in Training: Jenny Sullivan
141 Beech Lane, Earley, RG6 5Qe
jenny_sullivan11@hotmail.co.uk / 0118 986 2090
Pastoral Visiting and Prayer Chain
— Mrs Jean Tinson 0118 969 0782
Church Wardens
— Mr Terry Hunt
twghunt@btopenworld.com / 0118 934 1062
— Mr Mark Sullivan
marksullivan@hotmail.co.uk / 0118 986 2090
Deputy Wardens
— Mrs Molly Woodley 0118 946 3667
— Mr Perry Mills 0118 437 5682
Parish Administrator
— Mrs Sonia Boyles
standrews.sonning@btinternet.com / 0118 969 2428
Parochial Church Council
— Secretary: Mrs Shirley Chard 0118 969 8086
— Treasurer: Mr John Scoble 0118 926 5138
Bookings
— St Sarik, Sonning, Mrs Sonia Boyles 0118 969 2428
— Jubilee Hall, Charvil, Raj 0795 642 3764
Director of Music, organist and choirmaster
— Chris Goodwin
music@sonningparish.org.uk
Parish Website: sonningparish.org.uk
The Parish Magazine
— Editor: Bob Peters
26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR
editor@theparishmagazine.co.uk / 0118 961 1188
— Advertising and Distribution: Gordon Nutbrown
advertising@theparishmagazine.co.uk/ 0118 969 3282
— Back issues online: theparishmagazine.co.uk

— The Parish Magazine is produced by St Andrew’s PCC and delivered
free of charge to every home in Charvil, Sonning and Sonning Eye.
— The Parish Magazine is printed in the United Kingdom by Herald
Graphics Ltd, Reading RG2 oBZ
— The Parish Magazine is distributed by Abracadabra Leaflet
Distribution Ltd, Reading RG7 1AW
— The Parish Magazine template was designed in 2012 by Roger
Swindale rogerswindale@hotmail.co.uk and David Woodward david@
designforprint.org

The Parish Magazine - December 2015 39

Advertisers index
Abbey School					
AB Walker & Son Funeral Directors 		
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Water Softener Salt Online Deliveries			
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Proud winners of the
Twyford Village Partnership
Business of the Year 2015
Call 0800 230 0206
or visit
www.bridgehouseoftwyford.co.uk
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The French Horn,
Sonning. Quality.
Wonderful food and wine
www.thefrenchhorn.co.uk
0118 969 2204

