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Homes for Sale

For Sale

Haslams Estate Agents are specialists in the Reading area
including Sonning. Call us if you’re thinking of making a
property transaction...

ning
Son

West Drive
•
•
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•

ning
Son

Price Guide £1,195,000

Option of five/six bedrooms
Three reception rooms & breakfast room
Impressive garden with private woodland
High quality presentation throughout

Sonning Village
•
•
•
•

£575,000

3 double bedrooms; master with en-suite shower
Dual aspect living room with open fireplace
Dining room with herringbone floor and fireplace
Pretty walled garden with garage and carport

0118 960 1000 www.haslams.net
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Epiphany
Sunday 5 January
——8.00am Holy Communion
——10.30am Family Service for
Epiphany
——6.30pm Holy Communion
Sunday 12 January
——8.00am Holy Communion
——10.30am Parish Eucharist with
Sunday Club
——6.30pm Evening Prayer
Sunday 19 January
——8.00am Holy Communion
——10.30am Family Communion
——6.30pm Choral Evensong
Sunday 26 January
— 8.00am Holy Communion
——10.30am Parish Eucharist with
Sunday Club
——6.30pm Evening Prayer

Weekly and
Monthly Services
EDITORIAL DEADLINE
Editorial deadline, February issue:
12 noon, Friday 10 January
FRONT COVER picture
Ringing in the New Year. The
St Andrew’s bell ringers in the
tower by Rob Needham.
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Services at
St Andrew’s

Every Wednesday
— 8.30am Morning Prayer
— 10.00am Holy Communion in
the St Sarik Room
Monthly at Sunrise of Sonning
MONDAY 6 january
— 11.00am Holy Communion

From the registers
Baptisms
— 15 December, Lily Pearl Hunter
— 15 December, Amelia Eve 		
Darvall
— 15 December, Archie Benjamin
Waite

di a ry dat e s
1 February 2014
— Pub Skittles Evening

Funerals
—27 November, Ron Henson
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DAVID SHAILES
Plumbers & Decorators

Complete Project Refurbishment
Repairs to Showers, Toilets and more
Bathroom Suites, Toilets, Basins and Radiators
Full Interior and Exterior Decorating
Reliable, Clean and Efficient

Phone 0118 934 5029 Mobile 0770 860 2442




 

: 0118 934 5372
: 07778 488975
: claire@sewsewtwyford.co.uk
www.sewsewtwyford.co.uk

MONUMENTAL AND
MASONRY CRAFTSMEN

A.F. JONES

Established 1858
33 Bedford Road, Reading RG1 7EX
Telephone: 0118 957 3537
www.afjones.co.uk

E.T. SHEPPARD

For all your plumbing and gas
installation needs. Same day and
emergency services. Gas registered.
We promise to: • call back quickly
• give a fair quote • give excellent service
• treat you as a lifetime customer
Telephone Peter on 078 6332 8238

Established 1906
36 Reading Road
Henley-on-Thames RG9 1AG
Telephone: 01491 574644
www.etsheppard.co.uk
Specialists in all Stonework, Restoration,
Memorials, Kitchens & Bathrooms
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The Vicar’s letter
De a r fr i en ds,
Vicars’ January letters usually begin with a cheery New Year greeting,
with lame jokes about keeping to our New Year resolutions. I started this
sort of template letter earlier today, mindful of getting my copy to our
editor tomorrow but I have scrapped it, not least because I don’t ever want
to be accused of being a conventional vicar! Instead, my first letter of
2014 is going to quote a very powerful and moving blog article (Cranmer)
which I have just read. As we begin this new year, having enjoyed full
congregations in church at Christmas and family celebrations, parties and
perhaps a bit of excess, it is important to be reminded of some of the grim
things going on in our world, and as this is a Christian magazine, I want to
focus on the tragic plight of some Christians.
“At the time of writing, somewhere around Maaloula, Syria, 12 nuns are
cowering in fear of their Islamist kidnappers. They may be being beaten, raped
or beheaded one by one. But who cares? We’ve got Nigella Lawson’s alleged coke
habit to tickle our itching ears.
Mother Superior Pelagia Sayyaf and 12 of her sisters were abducted at
gunpoint from St Tecla Orthodox monastery and taken hostage by an army
of ‘rebels’, along with the orphans who were being fostered and cared for. But
who cares? We’ve got the identity of Tom Daley’s handsome new boyfriend to
fantasise about.
The international community and world governments are indifferent
to the plight of the nuns of the St Tecla convent. And so are most people in
Britain. Churches, monasteries and convents throughout Syria are being razed,
desecrated and pillaged. Maaloula is being cleansed of Christians. But who
cares? We’ve got celebrity drugs and gay sex to gossip about. Of course, if these
were gays and lesbians being kidnapped, beaten and tortured by Islamists, we’d
soon have celebrity declamations and government condemnation. There would
be Twitter campaigns and Facebook pages dedicated to their freedom, and the
media would be full of Stephen Fry demanding justice.
But these are only nuns. And no one really gives a **** about Christians.
We’ve got Nigella’s coke and Tom’s boyfriend to titillate us.”
There is no criticism whatever here of Nigella or Tom, rather it is
a criticism of the media and its priorities, and perhaps of ourselves
as consumers of its output. As we begin 2014, we have so much to be
thankful for at St Andrew’s: healthy congregations, a growing Sunday
Club, increasing growth in small groups, an exciting new building project
and much more. However, let us always try to keep in mind the brutal
persecution of our brothers and sisters around the world, all because they,
like us, follow Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. Let us keep them in our
hearts as we live out our faith in a very different context. Whatever the
difference in circumstance, we are united with them, part of the body of
Christ, and when one part of the body is injured, the effects should be felt
by all the others. A great tragedy is unfolding for Christians in that ancient
land, and I can’t therefore, in any meaningful sense, talk about happy New
Years.
Warm wishes,
Jamie
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CHRIS THE PLUMBER

The Hicks
Group
Hicks
Developments Ltd
Property Developers

I offer a friendly, reliable and punctual service.
Anything from a dripping tap to a full bathroom
refurbishment. No job too small. Radiator valves, power
flushing, CH pumps, shower repairs and replacement.
All general plumbing undertaken and emergency calls.
Contact Chris Duvall free, no obligation quote.

christheplumber75@googlemail.com

0785 095 6354

0118 926 4690

design for print
now, what can we make for you?

Tel: Reading 0118 969 0595

Memo: re-vamp the company’s look.

Hicks
Joinery Ltd

Could that be your New Year’s resolution? We’ve
successfully helped many companies find a new
visual identity. A new logo creates interest and
raises market profile and can help staff and
customers too. Contact David Woodward for more.

Joinery Manufacturers.
Wood Finishing
Tel: Reading 0118 969 0595

david@designforprint.org
www.designforprint.org | 0118 969 3633

Woodley Decor

Hicks MOT &
Service Centre

Painters & Decorators
Established Since 1969

We offer a complete, well equipped,
modern workshop for all your vehicle
servicing or repair needs

WHILE YOU WAIT

MOT TEST
AND SERVICE CENTRE

 Private & Commercial Vehicle Repairs
 Air Conditioning Service
 Free Courtesy Car (subject to availability)

No job too small
All work guaranteed
For a free estimate, contact us on:
0118 969 6828
Or visit our web site: www.woodleydecor.co.uk

Tel: 0118 944 1808
Open 7.30am 5.30pm (Weekdays)

15 Headley Road, Woodley RG5 4JB

93 Western Avenue, Woodley, Reading, Berkshire RG5 3BL
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Parish noticeboard
Wedding Planning
All couples booked for a 2014
wedding are meeting in the St Sarik
Room at 10.30am on Saturday 25
January to discuss arrangements
and plan their services.

Christingle Service
The Parish Christingle service will be
on 2 February at 10.30am, the Feast
of Candlemas.

Adult Confirmation Group
At their own request, the adult group
will continue to meet into the New
Year, exploring Living the Christian
Life.

Financial Support for the
Church (Stewardship)
As with all organisations, we need
to have a fairly accurate idea of
what our annual income will be.
It is therefore really helpful when
worshippers join our planned giving
scheme.
Not only does this help with
budgeting, it is also much more
efficient and assists with maximising
income through Gift Aid. It also
means that the ministry of the

Sixteen members of St Andrew’s - including five young people - and two from
St Mary’s Twyford, were confirmed by the Bishop of Reading at the begining
of December. Our congratulations and continuing prayers go with them as
they begin the next stage of their Christian journey. Picture: Peter Rennie
publish pictures. Do have a look and
church is supported whether you are
watch out for our church logo on
present in church on a Sunday or not.
the site, as there is another page on
Setting up a standing order is the
Facebook with the same name which
easiest way of doing this. Forms are
is not connected to us.
available at the back of church and on
our website.
For your Prayers in January
Please prayerfully consider doing
— For the new building project
this. Thank you.
— Christians in Syria
— Uniformed youth groups in the 		
Our Facebook Page
parish
St Andrew’s has its own Facebook
— Those who are bereaved (and our
page. We will be using it more and
Footprints group)
more to publicise events and to

St Andrew’s Church Social Committee presents a ...
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Planning your wedding?
Christmas and New
Year are popular times
for engagements.If you
would like to discuss
the possibility of getting
married in our ancient
and beautiful parish
church, please call the
vicar, Jamie, on
0118 969 3298

Saturday 1 February
Jack O’ Newbury
Skittle Alley, Binfield, RG42 5PH
7.30pm
£10.50 includes a Meal
CALL

0118 961 1188 FOR TICKETS

TICKET DEADLINE: SUNDAY 19 JANUARY 2014

Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

In addition to the stunning and historic location in Sonning,
we will work hard to provide you with a memorable and
moving occasion. We can provide a choir, organ, peal of eight
bells, beautiful flowers, over 100 lit candles set in our ornate
Victorian chandeliers and the use of our beautiful and well
kept churchyard as a backdrop for your photographs.
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We know that arranging a funeral
can be stressful and demanding:
five generations of experience we know we will make a difference
Reading Head Office
Henley Office

0118 957 3650
01491 413434

Other branches: Wokingham, Bracknell, Thatcham

Golden Charter
Funeral Plans

For information about our funeral
and memorial masonry services:

www.abwalker.co.uk

A Brighter Approach to
Senior Living
When it comes to senior care, Sunrise continues to set the standard.
Our expertly trained staff and the high quality personalised care we
offer are changing the way people think about senior living.
Whether it’s assisted living, nursing care or our ground-breaking
Reminiscence neighbourhood bringing comfort to those living with
memory loss, everything we do is born from a commitment to
providing only the very best care to seniors.

Sunrise of Sonning
Please call on 0118 944 4300 for more information.

Snapshot of Sunrise
in Sonning
• Expertly trained,
compassionate staff
• High quality residential
and nursing care
• Leading the way in specialist
dementia care
• Landscaped gardens and
beautiful interiors offering
all the comforts of home
• Five inspiring activities every
day, seven days a week

Sunrise of Sonning, Old Bath Road, Sonning, Berkshire RG4 6TQ

www.sunrise-care.co.uk
ADV_SON_0713_ParishMagazine_01.indd 1

09/07/2013 11:46
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From the
organ
bench
By
David
Duvall
Christmas has had a strange effect on
those who feel inspired to write carols.
There was the mercifully anonymous
writer who claimed to have seen three
ships sailing into Bethlehem (it’s
nowhere near the sea), and then there
were the Victorians, who thought that
as it often snowed at Christmastide in
Britain, it must also have snowed in
the Holy Land – always supposing that
Jesus was born in December.
But we should perhaps forgive
Christina Rossetti (1830-94), as her
vivid pictorial imagination led her to
write one of our best-loved Christmas
carols:
In the bleak mid-winter,
frosty wind made moan,
Earth stood hard as iron,
water like a stone;
Snow had fallen,
snow on snow, snow on snow,
In the bleak mid-winter – Long ago.
The imagined bleakness of
winter accentuates the poverty of
the surroundings of Jesus’s birth as
described by St Luke – yet he is to
rise above all this:
Heaven and earth shall flee away,
when he comes to reign.
And at the end there is a perhaps
wistful regret that Christina, as a
19th century woman, never had the
education and advantages of men
like her artist brother, Dante Gabriel
Rossetti:
If I were a wise man,
I would do my part;
Yet what I can I give him –
Give my heart.
But brought to musical life by two
beautiful early 20th century settings,
by Gustav Holst (1874-1934) and
Harold Darke (1888-1976) – both of
which, all being well, we shall have
sung at St Andrew’s by the time you
read this – Christina Rossetti’s lovely
poem has undoubtedly reached more
hearts than the admittedly fine work
of her brother and his Pre-Raphaelite
contemporaries.

Junior choir
girls’ cakes
for Africa
After the service on Sunday 24
November, three St Andrew’s
choir girls - Amelia, Eleanor and
Bea - revealed their cake making
and selling skills in the St Sarik
Room. They were helping the Abbey
Senior School to raise money for the
charity, Micro-loan.
Mirco-loan gives a fair amount of
money to the poorer people in Africa
and helps them start their own
business. When their businesses are
running they pay back the loan so
the charity can give it to someone
else.
The girls sold all their cakes and
want to say a massive thanks to

everyone who helped them raise
£40.97 which they were very pleased
about.
Amelia said: ‘Our whole team
made about £56 for Micro-loan and
most of it was from this sale. We
really enjoyed the experience and
hope everyone enjoyed the cupcakes, brownies and tray-bake!’

OPEN DOORS

From: Carole Arrowsmith

The plight of Christians around the world was discussed in a three-hour
debate at the Houses of Parliament in London on 4 December 2013.
House of Commons members were told that the persecution of Christians
is increasing, that one Christian is killed about every 11 minutes around the
world, and that Christianity is the ‘most persecuted religion globally’.
A long list of countries in which life as a Christian is most difficult was
discussed, including Syria, North Korea, Eritrea, Nigeria, Iraq and Egypt.
One MP said the persecution of Christians is ‘the biggest story in the world
that has never been told’.
He said that although the right to freedom of thought, conscience and
religion is enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, there are
many countries in which these rights are not given.
It is alleged that 200 million Christians will be persecuted for their faith
this year, while 500 million live in ‘dangerous neighbourhoods’. Syrian
Christians are ‘caught between opposing sides in the conflict’ and ‘50,000
Christians have been cleared from the city of Homs’ while in Sudan two million
Christians were killed by the regime over a 30-year period.
‘Within the last month, hundreds of people, from Nigeria to Eritrea to
Kazakhstan to China, have been arrested and put in prison simply because of
their faith, and when they go into prison they are denied due process. They are
denied access to lawyers. They are sometimes even denied knowledge of the
charges facing them. They can languish in prison for a long time and in horrible
conditions.
This is not only happening in Muslim countries. From Morocco to Pakistan,
Christians in Muslim countries are under threat, but it happens elsewhere too.’
At the beginning of 2014 can I please ask you to pray and seek justice for the
persecuted Church worldwide.
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Boys (Aged 11-18) • Girls (Sixth Form)

NEW YEAR OFFER

Day and Boarding (Full, Weekly, Flexi)
Inclusive • Individual • Inspirational

10% OFF PLANTS
with this voucher at

OFFER ENDS 28th FEBRUARY 2014

Visit us for great ideas, quality plants and advice

tel: 01189 341757

www.thebigplantnursery.com
The Big Plant Nursery, Wargrave Road
Twyford, Berkshire RG10 9PN

www.shiplake.org.uk
Open Day: Saturday 29th March

VOUCHER CANNOT BE USED I N CONJUNCTION WI TH ANY OTHER OFFER

Established in 1979 and set in extensive grounds on the edge of Twyford, this well-appointed home offers
excellent nursing and residential care. Bridge House is an attractive Georgian period home set in a tranquil
location enjoying stunning views over the River Loddon and the open countryside beyond. Good local and
regional public transport links, together with the excellent amenities of Twyford, are within walking distance.
The friendly and experienced staff have established a reputation of providing high quality nursing care. A
variety of bedrooms and suites within the home provide attractive views and with attentive staff assure a
comfortable stay, being well supported and cared for.

Bridge House of Twyford – in the heart of the community

64 High Street, Twyford, Berkshire. RG10 9AQ  Call 0118 934 0777 to arrange a visit
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T H E J U B I L E E H A L L , CH A RV I L

Available for community groups and private hire
St Andrew’s owns an excellent hall complex in
Park View Drive North, Charvil. It has a number
of regular users and is also available for ad-hoc
bookings. It can seat 80 in a theatre style, and
has a stage area, a well-equipped kitchen and an
annexe. More details can be found at:
www.sonningparish.org.uk
or from Raj on 0795 642 3764
jubileehallcharvil@gmail.com
AD HOC USER RATES
£60 – Children’s parties (up to age 14) (12pm–6pm)
£250 – Wedding receptions & evening parties (6pm–12am)
£300 – Wedding receptions & afternoon evening parties
Regular user rates by arrangement
Jubilee Hall is now available for hire on Saturday and Sunday

Free LOCAL
collection & delivery
of your bicycle
• All types: Road, Triathlon, MTB,

Commuter or Leisure

• Check & tune-up, full Monty, strip

& rebuild and custom build services
• Punctures, brakes and gear
problems resolved
• Parts and spares supplied

Caring for YOUR bicycle
Call John on 07818 400440
john@meadvale-bays.com
www.meadvale-bays.com
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CHARVIL and WARGR AVE

BALLET SCHOOL

Hilary Thomas ARAD Adv Dip. Royal Ballet School

Classical Ballet Classes RAD Syllabus
Boys and Girls Pre-school upwards
0118 940 3978 Email: hatatwargrave@tiscali.co.uk

HC MOTORS
AVENUE GARAGE
Established 1970 in Sonning

Servicing and repairs of all makes and models
undertaken – tyres, batteries and
exhausts supplied and fitted

Free collection and delivery in local area
29a WESTERN AVENUE, WOODLEY RG5 3BJ
0118 969 6717 hcmotors@talktalkbusiness.net

Taking
Taking time to care.

Home based companionship care services in
Berkshire and Oxfordshire with a difference.

A Family Run Independent
Funeral Service

Save £100

by applying today
If you purchase a plan
with Tomalin & Son
you will receive a
£100 discount off our
current brochure price.

TEL: (01491) 573370

For more information please contact Melanie Meads
0118 391 3520
Melanie.Meads@Q1Care.co.uk

Golden Charter
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS

25-27 Queen Victoria Street, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 1SY
www.Q1Care.co.uk

ANDERSON HOUSE,
38 READING ROAD,
HENLEY-ON-THAMES, RG9 1AG.
STD BOARD 130X185MM 80160v3_SOUTH_OXON_HEN>AG>16.10.09

Parish noticeboard 13

An Epiphany moment
On 6 January we celebrate Epiphany. Epiphany is an ancient Christian feast
day that originated in the Eastern Church when the baptism of Jesus by John
the Baptist in the River Jordan is celebrated. In the Western Church, Epiphany
became recognised in the 4th century as being associated with the visit,
according to the Gospel of Matthew, of the magi to Jesus who was at that time
about three years old and living in a house in Bethlehem with his parents.
‘Magi’ was the name of an ancient caste of a priestly men from Persia. The
magi, according to Matthew, gave Jesus gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh,
gifts that in the ancient world give honour to a king or a god. Today gold is
seen as a symbol of wisdom and wealth, franincense as a symbol of worship and
sacrifice, and myrrh as a symbol of healing.
In the 3rd century the three magi were called kings by Tertullian, a church
father, and another church father, Origin, assumed there were three to
correspond with the gifts given.
The word Epiphany means ‘a moment of sudden and great revelation,
realisation or understanding’. Whether we celebrate the baptism of Jesus or the
visit of the magi at Ephiphany, both are sudden moments when God reveals to
us that Jesus is his incarnate son.
Although Epiphany marks the last day of Christmas, it is not the end. It is
the climax of the Christmas story, the sudden moment that God reveals his son
to the world, and so marks the beginning of a new way of life for us all.

Bible Reading Notes for everyday use in 2014
If you would like some support as you read the Bible this year, there are a
variety of good Bible notes on offer from which to choose, including:
Reflections for Daily Prayer - Advent 2013 to Christ the King 2014
(Church House Publishing, £16.99) Based on the Common Worship
Lectionary, these daily readings from some of the best writers across the
Anglican tradition offer insight, and informed and inspiring reflections on one
of the day’s readings for Morning Prayer. Their reflections will appeal to those
who value the companionship of daily Bible notes and the structure of the
Lectionary. There are full references, a quotation from the day’s set of Scripture
readings, a concise, challenging commentary on the readings and a Collect.
The book also includes a simple order for morning and night prayer, an
introduction to the practice of daily prayer by Bishop John Pritchard and
a guide to reading the Bible reflectively by the previous Bishop of Reading,
Stephen Cottrell. Other authors include: Steven Croft, Angela Tilby and Nadim
Nassar.
New Daylight (BRF, £4 for four months) Daily Bible readings and comment,
with a regular team of contributors from a range of church backgrounds. It
covers biblical themes, characters and seasonal readings. Ideal as an accessible
yet stimulating aid to Bible study.
Guidelines (BRF, £4 for four months) In-depth Bible study, using insights of
current scholarship. It aims to help readers to interpret and apply biblical texts
with confidence. Instead of daily dated readings, the material is in weekly units.
Day by Day with God (BRF, £4 for four months) This series is written by
women for women, providing a comment on a bible text that helps make it
relevant to their lives, along with a suggested daily prayer or meditation.
Daily Bread (Scripture Union, £15 for entire year) Aims to help span the
gap between Bible times and modern life: Sometimes the poetry and prose, history
and revelation, or parables and proverbs need some explanation. The writers are
from a variety of perspectives.

From
the
editor’s
desk
About 25 years ago I attended a talk
by a leading telecommunications
expert who talked about the need
for constant change. His company
were the world leaders in telephone
exchanges so why, you mght ask,
should he be interested in changing
something that had virtually no
competition?
He explained his thinking simply.
Making changes is like trying to
walk up an escalator that is moving
downwards. If you are half way up
it and stand still - that is not make
any changes - you would soon be
thrown off the bottom. If you made
changes that advance you at the same
rate that the escalator is carrying
you down you would stand still. But
if your changes advance you faster
than the rate the escalator is going
down, you move up the stairs and
eventually reached the top.
You can apply this idea about
change to every walk of life, including
churches. Morally and ethically
the world around them is moving
downwards. Some churches that once
were great beacons of Christianity
have ignored making any changes
and are disappearing fast. Many are
making changes but only just in time
and are standing still. Those that are
succeeding are making changes that
keep them ahead of the situation so
they are gaining ground.
And it for this reason that we are
constantly seeking to improve this
magazine through changes that we
hope will keep us ahead of the game.
If you, as one of our valued
readers, have any suggestions as to
how we can improve what we are
doing please let us know. But please
remember, first and foremost, the
reason this magazine exists is to
promote within our parish your
parish church. Its success is measured
by how well we achieve this.
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The independent day school in Reading for girls aged 3–18

Are you thinking about

homecare?

Toddler Stay and Play

Make a bee-line for fun at The Abbey!
Bring your busy little bee to The Abbey Nursery to join in
our fun, creative and inspiring stay and play sessions.
All welcome! Themed play sessions run on the first Friday*
of every month in term time from 9.30am - 11.00am
Next sessions: 10 January 2014, *Thursday 6 February
For more information about these sessions please visit our website.
To book a place(s) please email
stayandplay@theabbey.co.uk

www.theabbey.co.uk

If you would like to learn
more please call us on

0118 947 6666
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Fauna and flora — our local legacy
of a great Victorian engineer
By Gordon Nutbrown

Wildlife pictures: Peter Rennie

The Great Western Railway ranks as one of the
most significant achievements of the Victorians.
The rail line, that eventually connected London
with the West of England and South Wales,
brought with it prosperity to many towns en
route, notably Reading. The engineering feat,
masterminded by the great 19th Century
engineer Isambard Kingdom Brunel, had to
overcome many daunting problems, none more so
than the construction of the cutting at Sonning.
The preferred route of the rail line at Sonning was
met with objections from a number of influential
residents, causing the planned path to be changed
to the vastly more challenging route which
involved the excavation of Sonning Cutting.
The construction of the cutting,
aid the large contingent of labourers.
which forms a boundary between
Pick and shovel, horse drawn carts
parts of the parishes of Sonning and
and barrows were the ‘order of the
day’. Well over
Woodley began in
1,000 manual
1836 and officially
workers were
opened on 13 March
engaged on the
1840. The cutting
construction
commences in the
and there
east where it
were several
borders Sonning
work related
golf course and
extends under three bridges before
fatalities. Later, during Christmas
passing the Shepherd’s Hill bridge
Eve 1841, a train travelling from
complex at its western end. The
Paddington struck a landside on
spoil from the excavation created a
the cutting resulting in the deaths
substantial banking several hundred
of eight passengers. It is recorded
feet wide at the rear of West Drive
that some of the victims from the
and Old Bath Road. Very little
accident, and a number of those
mechanical equipment was used to
killed during the construction of

the cutting, were interred in the
churchyard at St Andrew’s Church.
The banking which forms Sonning
Cutting is now an important land
feature that co-exists happily with
the important rail network. A vast
myriad of fauna and flora has been
established along the banking. Roe
deer, muntjak, badger and fox have

made their home there, together
with many small rodents including
the often less welcomed, certainly by
gardeners, grey squirrel!
There are well established mature
deciduous and coniferous trees that
cover the greater part of the banking,
many protected by tree preservation
orders. The main species being oak,
beech and larch.
A profusion of mauve flowers
at springtime is provided by the
rhododendron species Ponticum,
although it is now considered to
be an invasive plant in some areas.
Laurel is also in evidence and wild
blackberry, the latter welcomed for a
variety of culinary uses, particularly
the making of delicious bramble jelly!
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JANETTE HAMMOND

Beauty Therapist & Perfume Designer
Waxing - Facials - Lash & Brow Tinting - Make-up
Manicures & Pedicures - Massage

All treatments for ladies only

28 HILLTOP ROAD, EARLEY, READING RG6 1DA
Telephone: 0118 926 2365 Mobile: 07917 818283
janette@janettehammond.co.uk

<<<< JANUARY SPECIAL OFFERS >>>>
<<<< JUNE SPECIAL OFFER >>>>
Ultimate
Relaxation Treatment - £35
Make-up lesson £20
Dead
Sea
Wrap - £40
(redeemable Mud
againstBody
items purchased)

TELEPHONE

0118 934 3171
Wed-Fri: 9.30am-5.30pm
Sat: 9.30am-4.00pm

Ladies and Gentlemen’s
Hairdressing
3 Longfield Parade, Longfield Road
Twyford RG10 9AN

MUCK ‘N’ MULCH
ORGANIC MANURE COMPOST
We deliver to private gardens, landscapers,
allotments and gardening clubs
FREE DELIVERY

Processed stable manure compost
can be used all year round for feeding and mulching
Spreading service available. Minimum delivery ten bags
Half pallet (35 bags) Full pallet (70 bags)

24 Hours: 07831 437989
Freephone Muck ‘n’ Mulch on 0800 7810137
www.muckandmulch.co.uk
info@muckandmulch.co.uk
in

KINGFISHER BATHROOMS
Plumbing – Plastering – Tiling
. . . and all associated work
140 Kingfisher Drive, Woodley, Reading RG5 3LQ
0778 897 2921
email: markt@kingfisher-bathrooms.com
www.kingfisher-bathrooms.com
in
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The Legion’s 90 years of local service
Next month our local branch of the Royal British Legion
celebrates 90 years of service so we asked Colin Pierce to look
back through the archives ...

Following the devastations and enormous loss of life
and injury in World War 1, a voice was needed for the
ex-service community. As a result, in 1921 following the
merger of four organisations the British Legion was
founded. The Legion was formed to help serving members
of the armed forces, ex-service personnel and their
families, now and for the rest of their lives.
The altruistic aims of the Legion affected the people of
Sonning and on 4 February 1924 28 people attended a public
meeting and unanimously agreed to form a branch.
Col Anderson was the first chairman and at the first
meeting a membership sub of 2/6d was set – it has gone up
since. The first function on 5 March 1924 was a smoking
concert! Later, arrangements for Remembrance Sunday were
agreed for 9 November 1924 and all committee members gave
3d towards the cost of a wreath. By the year end the branch
had 41 members.
Social functions were a major part of the activities with
profits going to the Poppy Appeal. Until the late 1990s whist
drives, dances, garden parties and an annual dinner were
held. Many of the dinners were in the White Hart (Great
House) and in 1973 132 members and their friends attended.
The social activities were always strongly supported,
and often run by, the women’s section that was formed in
1928. Unfortunately this was disbanded in 1999 and their
standard laid up in St Andrew’s Church. The ladies had
their own standard bearers and there is a tradition in one
family of carrying it. Mrs Irene Nichols started the tradition,
then Mary Jane her daughter and now Penny Adams her
granddaughter. Both male and female bearers have been
excellent and some have paraded at the Albert Hall.
Over the years the committee met in various venues
including a hut in Woodley owned by the branch. Pubs were
popular, the Bull in Sonning and the Bull & Chequers in
Woodley, but the Sonning Club was the most frequently
used, as it is to this day.
Visiting sick members was assiduously carried out
by committee members when there was much faith and
mention of whisky and rum as remedies!
In 1938, with the threat of war, discussion took place as to
how the branch could help. Air raid precautions and warden
training were reviewed, and gas masks were stored in the
branch hut. In October 1939 some members were recalled
and support for them was a high priority.
After the war social activities were strongly supported
giving much to the Poppy Appeal. Details of funds raised
were sketchy until in the 1970s when the amount grew from
below £1,000 a year to over £15,000 in 2011 when Malcolm
Geeter was the coordinator.
Also in the 70’s support for the Somerset Legion Home in
Weston Super Mare began. Money and goods were supplied
for the Sonning Room in the home and local members have
visited and stayed there. In 2004 a framed picture of Sonning
Bridge was donated for the Sonning Room. Later a new home
was built and the picture is still on prominent display.

Standard tradition: Mary Jane (left) with her mother Irene
Nichols and the Legion’s standard that is laid up in St Andrew’s
The Remembrance Sunday service and parade have
always been a vital part of its activities including, in earlier
days, parading at Sonning in the morning and at St John’s
Church, Woodley in the afternoon. The route of the march
has changed over the years but the enthusiasm for the
parade and service has remained unabated by those who
join Legion members such as the scouts, guides, brownies
– who had a special role in the service – cubs, fire brigade,
WRVS and the Reading Blue Coat School.
Providing a band was sometimes a problem until 1978
when the Reading Salvation Army began leading the parade
and playing a prominent part in the service. In November
1981 the service and parade was televised by ITV.
St Andrew’s Church has always provided excellent
support. Recently, Rev Jamie Taylor and the branch
under the leadership of Col Gordon Barnett, organised
magnificent celebrations for the 65th anniversary of VE
Day and in June 2009 the D Day anniversary. The branch
has always tried to commemorate the major anniversaries
and 2014 will undoubtedly be a year to remember.
In 2001 the branch could not sustain a viable committee
to meet National Charter legal requirements so it was
agreed to become a sub-branch of Wargrave. This allows
the branch to meet the main wishes of members, namely:
to parade on Remembrance Sunday with its own standard
and to collect for the annual Poppy Appeal in the name
of Sonning. So the branch continues and currently has
62 members and the current Poppy Appeal coordinator,
Daphne Payne, does a first class job.
The work of the Royal British Legion – it became Royal
by charter in 1977 – is vital. Last year it dealt with 36,000
war disablement pension cases for veterans and 300,000
welfare and friendship visits. Some of that work is local, so
the need is there just as it was in 1924 when the branch was
founded. That need will remain.
Your local Sonning sub-branch needs new members,
especially younger ones. You need not be ex-service, so
please sign up.
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A new chapter begins for the lives of disadva
In our March issue last year we published the story of Karun Children’s Home in India
that St Andrew’s Church supports through our mission giving scheme. Two of our church
members, Leslie and Janet Stephens are deeply involved with running The Breakthrough
Trust (India) which is dedicated to raising money for the home. They visited Karun in
October to celebrate the opening of the new primary school that we reported was being built
and sent us this update and pictures of the new facilities ...
Karun Childrens Home and School in
Tamilnadu, South India is a home for around
100 children. It was started in 1970 to serve
the very poor in the surrounding area. Many
children come from tribal families living in
remote hill villages; some are from itinerant
and single parent families while others are
there because their families cannot keep
them. All the children attend school and
many of them are the first in their family to
receive education
The new school has large classrooms that
are very bright and airy. There is a dedicated
science room with equipment specified by
the government state curriculum and this
is now the envy of local visitors and school
inspectors.
The headteacher has her own office and
there is also a staff room and staff toilets;
none of which existed before.
We have also been able to install flat
panel LED televisions in the classrooms to
enable teachers to show English and science
programmes provided by the government
as wel as their own short video clips on the
topics they are teaching.
New benches and tables have been
ordered for all the classrooms.
The new environment and resources
have enthused the teachers and will greatly
benefit the children. Education is the way to

break the cycle of poverty for disadvantaged
children in India and the new school will
be instrumental in encouraging families to
allow their children to carry on with their
studies.
Our Trust is very conscious of the need
to promote the education of girls. Over the
last three years we have sponsored two
girls from very poor, socially disadvantaged
backgrounds through higher education.
Kannaga has now completed her BA and
we continue to support her through her
post graduate certificate in education. She is
staying at Karun while she completes teacher
training at a nearby college.
Kannaga is the only student who is
socially disadvantaged in her year group
at the college and her principal is very
impressed by her confidence and motivation.
Lata, also a socially disadvantaged
girl, completes her nursing diploma in
January and is assured of a job as soon as
she finishes. She has also proved to be an
excellent student.
This year we have started to sponsor
Abarana to study for a nursing degree. The
three girls visit Karun regularly and are
proving to be valuable role models.
During our recent visit we made contact
with a technical college where they train
boys, whatever their ability, for employment

in trades such as electricians, plumb
and mechanics. There is a high dema
skilled workers of all levels in India.
intend to send two boys every year t
college and are looking for sponsors.
The new school starts a new chap
the life of Karun.
Thank you once again for your pr
and continued support at St Andrew
is a great help for us continuing the w
with underprivileged children at Kar

The Breakthrough Trust (India)
registered as a UK charity in 2
The trustees regularly visit In
to ensure that Karun is functio
effectively and also to evaluate
quality of provision for the childr
assess future needs.

If you would like to help or to m
donation to their work visit

www.korphanage.org/3505.
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Dr Who, a post-box, and a ghost called Isabella

By Robert Lobley

A few weeks ago I saw David Tennant - of Dr Who fame
- in the Royal Shakespeare Company’s new production
of Shakespeare’s tragedy Richard II. He played the title
role of the unfortunate Richard who loses his crown
to his cousin Henry Bolingbroke and is imprisoned
and murdered. He gave a convincing and memorable
performance.
The real Richard II born 1367 and son of the Black Prince,
was crowned King of England in 1377. After the death
of his first wife in 1396 he married Isabella de Valois
daughter of the King of France. In legend her ghost is
supposed to haunt Sonning.
When they married in 1396 he was 31 and she was six
or eight years old, depending on disputed birth dates. She
was certainly only a child but she became for a short time
Queen of England.
When the unfortunate Richard was arrested in 1399
and put in the Tower she was moved to Sonning and
lodged incommunicado in the Bishop of Salisbury’s Palace.
Meanwhile some nobles loyal to Richard rescued her
from Sonning and tried to start a rebellion against the

new King Henry IV. They were unsuccessful and all were
put to death. Isabella was informed of the death of her
husband and moved to the Palace of Havering where she
was offered the hand in marriage of Henry’s son, which
she refused as she was still in deep mourning. She was
eventually allowed to return to France where she married
her cousin the Duke of Orleans.
Last summer a post-box appeared on Sonning Bridge,
only accessible by water. There was huge speculation in
the media about its origin. If you Google Sonning Post
Box you get over 5,000 hits. The newspapers, BBC, ITV
and all sorts of people made statements about paranormal
activity and ghosts on the bridge. The ghostly apparition
of a young girl called Isabella was often mentioned.
The real Isabella died in childbirth in France in 1410.
Her short life was passed in times of great political
uncertainty but not much to do with post-box pranks in
2013!
References: The Book of Sonning Angela Perkins; The Tragedy of Richard II
William Shakespeare; The Kings and Queens of England Players Cigarette
Cards; Isabella de Valois, Richard II, and Henry IV Wikipedia
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Make a date Help for the Philippines
to tour the
tower and
ring the bells

Many relief organisations are still working to provide relief to the stormravaged victims of Typhoon Haiyan that ripped through the Phiippines last
November killing over 2,200 people. These include: Bible Society, Christian
Aid, The Methodist Church, The Salvation Army, Samaritan’s Purse,
Tearfund, Viva and World Vision. They have joined forces with local churches
and relief agencies to provide food, shelter, water, and medical help to the
survivors. Many people have lost everything they had, and are destitute and
bereaved. If you can help by donating some support, please visit the websites
of any of the above organisations.

St Andrew’s Church tower will be
open on Sunday 12 January and
the Sonning bell ringers are looking
forward to welcoming you there.
You will be able to climb to the roof,
view the ringing room, and learn
about bell ringing – perhaps even
have a pull on a rope! Why not make
a note in your diary now?
The tower will be open after the
morning service at around 11.30am.
The St Andrew’s bell ringers are also
looking for new members so this will
be a great opportunity to meet them
and see if bell ringing is for you.
Although the ringers already have
plenty of experience of teaching
ringing, two of them are about to
attend a new course about teaching
bell-ringing skills so they will have
the latest, up-to-date knowledge to
pass on to newcomers. Would you
like to be a pupil under the scheme?
You could become part of what
has been described as the ‘ultimate
team activity’ and particpate in the
continuing English centuries-old
tradition – the sound of church bells
before services, at weddings, and to
mark special events.
Bell ringing provides healthy,
gentle exercise, it’s free, and sociable,
the ringers have ‘friends’ all over the
country. You don’t need strength;
young and old, men and women, all
can learn to ring.
If you are interested in a
‘taster’ session with no obligation,
come up the tower any Thursday
evening about 7.30pm or for more
information contact the tower
captain Pam Elliston on 0118 969
5967, andrew.elliston@sky.com or vice
captain Rob Needham on 0118 926
7724, r06needham@gmail.com

Letters to the editor
Dear Editor,
May I say thank you to Dr Simon Ruffle, if it wasn’t for his article in this
month’s (November 2013) Parish Magazine, we would have been none the
wiser regarding the Government’s plan to extract patient data from our GPs
unless patients have opted out. I would assume most people have never heard
of this change or the need to opt out if they disagree with this new plan. As
most people would assume anything that is discussed at the GPs to be totally
confidential this was a very important piece and most appreciated. Thank you.
Esther Sumpster
Dear Editor,
I was interested to read the historical piece from the Charvil resident
concerning the 1783 map in the December 2013 edition of the Parish Magazine.
I think it relates to a 1783 enclosure map and a slightly different version was
published in Angela Perkins’ Book of Sonning and somewhere at home I have a
framed copy which used to be displayed here at Reading Blue Coat School.
However, there is one glaring historical inaccuracy in the sub-text. No
Bishop of Salisbury was ever murdered in Sonning in 1450 but a bishop was
murdered at the village of Edington, near Westbury in Wiltshire on 29 June
1450 during Jack Cade’s Rebellion. Ayscough lived at the ‘palace’ or manor
house at Edington and seldom visited Sonning during his period of office. As a
secretary and confessor to King Henry VI, he was a close friend of the Duke of
Suffolk, one of the king’s confidants and a leading member of a faction blamed
not only for military failures in France but also for corrupt financial dealings
and a spiralling rise in the cost of living. Cade’s rebellion was not a ‘peasants
revolt’ in the old sense of the word but included many unemployed disbanded
‘companies’ of soldiers from the Hundred Years War. It was crushed severely in
July 1450.
The story goes that Ayscough was dragged by a mob from the altar of his
chapel at Edington while celebrating Mass and stoned to death. His palace was
ransacked.
Sir Thomas Rich, born in Gloucester and a City of London merchant,
made most of his money as a vintner trading as a vintner in the eastern
Mediterranean. It was he who bought the estate from fellow merchants,
Chamberlain and Halstead, in 1654. Often described as ‘a Turkey merchant’, he
was as one wag put it, ’no Bernard Matthews!’
Peter van Went, Archivist for the Reading Blue Coat School
On this matter I also received a telephone call from John Edmunds who has a framed copy of
the map. He confirmed that it was included in The Book of Sonning and also pointed out our
implication that Thomas Rich was a turkey merchant (as in selling turkeys) and not trading
with the country Turkey as we omitted to give the word a capital ‘T’ - editor
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Around the villages
Charvil Caterpillar Club is hungry for members!
The Charvil Caterpillar Club is an informal playgroup
for babies and pre-schoolers. It meets every Wednesday
morning during term time from 9.45-11.30am in Charvil
Village Hall where there is a dedicated baby area.
Any baby, toddler or young child under 5 years is welcome
along with their parent, carer or grandparent to play and
to join in with the singing and craft sessions.
The group has recently been taken over by three local
mums, Lucy White, Cathy Jeffrey and Alison Waters, who

T H E QU ESTION IS ...
1st Sonning Scout Group is holding
a fund-raising quiz on Saturday
8 March in Pearson Hall. Doors
will open at 6.30pm, with the first
question at 7pm.
The quiz is for adults only and the
cost has been held at £6 per person,
and includes food. There will also be
a well-stocked pay bar (so please do
not bring your own beverages!).
The renowned quizmaster, Mike
Watts, will be hosting the quiz as
usual and there will be a raffle during
the interval. Teams of 4 - 6 people
means there is plenty of scope for
singles or couples to take part.
Tickets are available from any
Sonning Beaver, Cub or Scout Leader,
- Mike Watts 07889 080134, Wendy
Cherry 926 2363 or Ian Wheeler 934
2042. As its a very popular event buy
your tickets early. There’s a limit of
80 people, though some tickets may
be available on the door.
Check thewebsite at sonningscouts.
co.uk or quiz@sonningscouts.co.uk .

WHY not sing in 2014?
Charvil based choirs - Jewel Tones
and Charvil Voices - are looking for
new members.
Jewel Tones is a choir for girls
aged 10-18 years. They rehearse
Sunday evenings 6.15-7.45pm and
sing a wide variety of music mostly
in three parts. The choir takes part in
concerts, festivals and competitions.
jeweltones.co.uk

are looking to increase the group’s numbers. They charge
£2 for the first child and £1 for any subsequent children,
and this includes a drink and biscuit for every child - and
adult!
The Caterpillar Club is hoping to welcome lots of
new members from Sonning, Charvil, Twyford and the
surrounding areas. For further infomation contact Alison
Waters on 934 3723 or alwaters@hotmail.co.uk.

Charvil Voices is a ladies choir
that rehearses Monday evenings
between 8-9.30pm and sing folk
songs, classical pieces, songs
from shows and popular pieces
- something for everyone! The
choir enjoys social events such
as meals out and theatre trips.
charvilvoiceschoir.co.uk
Suzanne Newman 934 0589.

look anew at sonning club
New Year, new beginnings. A time
to look at your local club with new
eyes to see what’s on offer. A quiz to
tantalise the grey matter on the 1st
and 3rd Friday of every month.
A comfortable lounge area and
well stocked bar to aid relaxation
during the cold weather. Snooker,
pool, bar billiards and darts to play
and the winter tournaments will
start this month. Cabaret night is on
Saturday 8 February. Check us out
at Pearson Road or on the website at
www.sonningclub.co.uk

food, food & more food
The last three months of 2013 were
hectic as ever for Sonning Glebe WI.
Following a successful Harvest
Supper, we enjoyed a memorable
birthday party in October when
we were given advice on how to
sharpen up our memories! At our
November meeting we learned much
about keeping one’s eye on the ball
while umpiring at Wimbledon.
Since then, we have had a variety of
meals out – Indian, garden centre

lunch, Christmas lunches at Reading
College and Denman College!
We were pleased to supply the
food for the Monday Club Christmas
party – all of which appear to have
been greatly enjoyed.
We are now looking forward to
our own Christmas party with more
food, so of course we are now all
dieting! Naturally we continue with
our playreadings, knit ‘n natter and
scrabble and in January a new game
– Sequence!
If you would like to join us at WI,
we meet on the third Monday of
the month, 7.30pm at Pearson Hall
- contact 969 4897 / 934 5886 – you
can be sure of a warm welcome.
Barbara Carr

Editor: It’s a fact of life that
someone else will always spot the
errors that you miss ...
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CANON TREE CARE

Christian Day & Boarding School for Girls

EXPERIENCED QUALIFIED INSURED

• Pruning, Felling & Planting
• Reductions, Thinning & Dead Wooding
• Dangerous Trees Saved & Made Safe
• Modern Noninvasive Cable Bracing
• Stump Grinding & Removal
MAIDENHEAD
• Tree Problem Diagnosis
SONNING
WINDSOR
• Japanese Ornamental
READING
BRACKNELL
Tree Pruning
OFFICE - MON-FRI 8.45-5.30:

READING

0845 034 0962

OUT OF OFFICE HOURS:

MOBILE

0779 931 5661

CTC.Julian@yahoo.co.uk

In association with TAKA ISHII Green Garden Design (Japan)
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OPEN MORNINGS
Tuesday 18 March 2014
Thursday 8 May 2014
Contact the Registrar to book
Luckley House School, Wokingham
T: 0118 978 4175 E: Registrar@luckleyhouseschool.org

W://luckleyhouseschool.org

Around the villages 23

20 years Champagne toast
for Charvil Village Society
The 20 year anniversary of the Charvil Village Society
was celebrated with a Champage toast at its annual barn
dance in November when a special thank you was said to
two of the society’s founding members, Paul and Margaret
Gregory who have retired from its social committee. Paul
and Margaret, who have organised numerous social events
during their 20 years, were presented with beautiful
flowers and a cake.
The barn dance in the Charvil Village Hall was led by the
popular Kennet Ceilidh Band with caller David Tindall
providing a highly enjoyable programme of dances which
filled the floor. Future events being organised include:
— A village quiz on 25 January. Call Roger on 934 5524 to
reserve your place at this ever popular event.
— A murder mystery evening on 22 February set in a
1950’s holiday camp ( Hi De Hi ?). It promises to be highly
entertaining as well as challenging. Cost: £10 members, £12
non-members. Margaret Donlan has tickets on 901 7841.
— Senior citizens tea and concert, 29 March in Charvil
Village Hall 3pm - 5.30 pm All senior citizens are invited to
this free event which this year has new entertainment.
— A horse race night for November. Details to come.
The society now has a website mycharvil.com on which
there will be news, pictures and contact details. Please visit
and bookmark it, and come back as we develop it to include
online membership, and email enrolment so that we can
send you our latest news straight to your mailbox, or you
could email now to charvilvs@mail.com
We welcome ideas for the society’s activities, call David
932 1173 about committee membership or events. John Peach

The year of the Scarecrows is here!
Sonning scarecrows are back for this year’s Spring Bank
Holiday weekend on Sunday 25 and Monday 26 May.
In past years Sonning has benefitted in many different ways
by the funds raised by the Scarecrow Trail and it is hoped
this year’s trail will be just as successful.
If you have a place on the route – bottom of Pound Lane,
Pearson Road, High Street, Thames Street or bottom of
Charvil Lane - for displaying a scarecrow or if are willing
to open your garden, register an entry, offer help over the
weekend or suggest how the money raised can be used, then
let Barabara Carr know on contact@sonningscarecrows.co.uk
or go along to Pearson Hall on Thursday 13 March at 7.45pm
when there will be a scarecrow meeting.

Charvil Village Society founder members Margaret and Paul
Gregory who retired after 20 years service.

An outstanding tea party!

Inglewood, a Bright Horizons day nursery and preschool in Sonning, celebrated its third consecutive
‘Outstanding’ rating from Ofsted with a tea party at
which the children enjoyed making crowns, tiaras and
cakes, and playing party games..
The latest Ofsted report stated that ‘children are happy,
confident, well-motivated and relate well to the staff
and visitors. This is enhanced by the strong routines and
familiar key people within the setting.’
Helen Nester, nursery manager, said, ‘I was thrilled
to receive our third ‘Outstanding’ rating in a row, it
demonstrates that we are continually improving the
environment for local children.’

t h e pa r i sh wa l k

BRITISH LEGION Annual Dinner Reunion
It is proposed that the Royal British Legion Sonning Branch
annual dinner is restored so as to reunite members. This will
be held at a local venue, depending on numbers, early in
2014 (probably February). If you would be interested in
attending please contact Malcolm Geater on 947 1677 or
geater@talktalk.net so that the interest can be gauged and a
venue chosen.

18 January, meet 10.15am Shiplake Station. Walk via
Harpesden and the River Thames, 5 miles, with a hill.
Jean Milbourn 926 8035 or 0798 204 8387
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Local organisations
St Andrew’s Church
— St Andrew’s Sunday Club, Heather Hexter 946 1316
— Jubilee Hall, Charvil Bookings, Raj 0795 642 3764
— St Andrew’s Bell Ringers, Pam Elliston 969 5967
—Friends of St Andrew’s Church, Hilary Rennie 969 6363
Arts & Crafts
— Charvil Art Club, Julie Bennett 934 5059
— Sonning Art Group, Sue Bell 969 6924
— Sonning Book Club, Anne Webster 944 0699
— Sonning Flower Club, Sharon Robinson 969 0748
Children & Young People
— 1st Sonning Scouts Group, GS Leader: Wendy Cherry 926 2363;
ASG Leader: Mike Watts 962 8388; CScout Leader: Mike Moore 934 4478;
Cub Scouts: Joan Farnese 944 0374; Beavers: Ruth Whatley 969 5849
— Charvil Brownies, Claire Howells 934 5372
— Charvil Caterpillar Club, Alison Waters 934
— Charvil Guides, Ruth Hulley 969 9431
— Chernobyl Children’s Link, Shirley Chard 969 8086
— Sonning & Charvil Baby Sitting Group, Geraldine Hearn 934 1071
— Sonning Baby & Toddler Group, Miranda Aston 966 5352
— Sonning Brownies, Helen Jukes 969 2514
— Sonning Guides, Polly Jukes 0790 571 2071
Councillors
— Charvil Parish Council, Miranda Parker 901 7719
— Sonning Parish Council, Lesley Bates 969 7753
— Eye & Dunsden Parish Counci, David Woodward 969 3633
Local Borough & County Council Councillors
— Kate Haines - Coronation, 0771 363 7029
— Mike Haines - Sonning & Warren, 967 2879
— Nick Ray - Charvil, 934 5892
— Malcolm Leonard - Eye & Dunsden mandeleonard@waitrose.com
Political Associations
— Charvil Branch Conservatives, Emma Hobbs 934 0528
— Sonning & Warren Conservatives, Peter van Went 969 3635
— Sonning Liberal Democrats, Colin Lawley 961 8536
Schools
— Charvil Pre-School Playgroup, Sally Richards 932 1273
— Sonning CE Primary School, Lesley Green 969 3399
— Sonning CE Primary School PTA, Vicki Emmett 0791 617 7529
Social
— Charvil Senior Residents Club, Julie Bennett 934 505
— Charvil Women’s Club, Shirley Newman 934 0589
— Inner Wheel Club of Reading Maiden Erlegh, Hilary Tindall 969 6926
— Monday Club, Ken Trimmings 969 1072
— Reading East Probus Club, Mike Butler 0778 943 5030
— Rotary Club of Loddon Vale, Richard Ward 966 9348
— Rotary Club of Reading Maiden Erlegh, Janette Crouch 0777 310 4430
— Sonning British Legion, Shaun Sheppard 927 2879
— Sonning Club, Chris Way 969 3939
—Sonning Glebe WI (Eve Mtgs), Doreen Moulsley 961 8829
— Sonning RNLI, David Bates 969 7753
— Sonning Twinning Association, Beth Dixon 969 2335
Song & Dance
— Bel Canto Chorus, Denise Walker 0797 375 2727
— Charvil Voices, Suzanne Newman 934 0589
— Jewel Tones, Suzanne Newman 934 0589
— Steps ‘n’ Stetsons,Line Dance Group Julie Myers 961 8450
Sport
— Badminton Club, Pat Pardoe 934 5643
— Charvil Community Tennis Club, Carl 07447 934700
— Redingensians RAMS, Jason 0788 128 8900
— Short Mat Bowling, Shirley Newman 0118 934 0589
— Skiplex Indoor Ski Centre 997 7790
— Sonning Cricket Club, Ali Driver 969 2698
— Sonning Football Club, Tony 956 6536
— Sonning Lawn Tennis Club, Romy 969 5845
— Sonning Table Tennis Club, Alan Tinson 969 0782
Village Life
— Charvil Village Fete, Clare Tucker 934 9926
— Charvil Village Society, David 932 1173
— Friend’s of Ali’s Pond, Ali Driver 969 2698
— Pearson Hall Bookings, Jenny Adams 969 7692
— Sonning & Sonning Eye Society, Andy Bell 969 6924
— Sonning Beech Lodge Bookings, Tim Pascall 969 6935
— Sonning Charvil & Hurst NAG, Bob Hulley 969 9431
— Sonning Neighbourhood Watch, Jan Fielder 969 3226
— Sonning Village Show, Heather Hine 969 8653

Home users & small businesses in the Wargrave, Henley,
Twyford, Bray, Cookham, Bisham, Sonning and surrounding areas.
At your office or home. One-to-One personal tuition,
Advice, Set-up and Installation.
PC Health-Check, Tune-Up, Virus & Spyware, Data Recovery,
Email & Office, Broadband, Wired & Wireless Networks,
Skype/VOIP & Webcams.
Microsoft Windows, XP, Vista & Windows 7 Operating Systems.
No job too small or too large

WHITE MARQUEES
For hire

All proceeds used for funds of
1st Sonning Scout Group
Suitable for all events, parties, fetes etc.
We Deliver, Erect, Take Down and Collect!
Suggested donation of only £175
Discount for Registered Charities

Trefor 07789 880072
Marquee@sonningscouts.co.uk
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bu r ns n igh t su pper
On Saturday 1 February we’ll be holding the Pearson
Hall social committee Burns Night supper. From 7pm
there’ll be a tasty haggis supper, some entertaining
songs and poetry to honour Rabbie Burns, as well as
traditional dancing plus a pay bar and raffle. Don’t miss
this celebration of the birth, life and works of the Scottish
national poet, and a plain old entertaining evening. Please
call Jane Gascoine on 969 3326 for tickets, on sale from 6
January, price £12.50 or send a cheque payable to ‘PHSC’
to Winona Cottage, Sonning Eye, RG4 6TN.

Sports section - 1

Fi ddl er- si ng -i n
On Saturday 1 March, 2-4pm in Charvil Village Hall there
is to be a singing afternoon for female voices aged from 10
years to 100!
Local music teacher, Suzanne Newman, will lead the
singing of a medley of songs from the musical Fiddler on
the Roof arranged for a two-part choir. Songs include:
Fiddler on the roof, If I were a rich man, Matchmaker, Sabbath
Prayer, Sunrise Sunset, Tradition and To life!
The £10 fee includes a copy of the music and
refreshments. Places must be booked in advance Suzanne 934 0589 suzanneynewman@btinternet.com

sonning & sonning eye society
Mike Hart was elected chairman at the AGM in Pearson
Hall. As outgoing chairman, Bob Hine thanked the
committee for their support. He said the planning and
traffic panel had a busy year, the website and newsletter
continued to be very informative and sales of the book
Village Voices had been very successful. He ended with a
special presentation to Penny Feathers, who stood down
from the executive committee after nine years.
Penny has made an enormous contribution to the
society, firstly as hon secretary and more recently as
leader of the education and social panel organising events.
She was warmly thanked. Bob Hine will continue as vice
chairman and the rest of the committee were re-elected.
Eighty members then enjoyed an excellent supper with
guest speaker, Theresa May.

winter drinks party
The Sonning and Warren branch of the Conservatives
will be holding their winter drinks party on Saturday 18
January from 12-2pm by kind permission of Peter van
Went at Rich’s cottage, Pearson Road, Sonning. Tickets
cost £8 from Lesley Barker, The Warren Cottage, Warren
Road, Woodley, RG5 3AR, 969 8521.

music recital invitation
Reading Blue Coat School invites everyone on Monday 27
January 1.30pm to a lunchtime music recital, featuring
GCSE musicians in the Buttery. Marjie Thorne 933 5828

Ali Driver (centre) enjoys a clean sweep of wins with Steve Rayfield (left) and Gary
Phillips in 2006

Sonning CC ring the changes
After a long and thoroughly rewarding innings of eight
years as chairman and 22 years on the committee, I am
stepping down from official duties for Sonning Cricket
Club in order to free up time for my international
voluntary environmental advisory work. It has been a
real honour for me to have led the club forward in recent
years, but I believe the time is now right for the club, as
well as for me, writes Ali Driver.
Sonning CC has made huge strides in the last eight years
on and off the field, but of all our many achievements,
the one of which I am most proud, is the establishment
of junior cricket, with 120 youngsters playing cricket for
various age groups and trophies now being won.
None of our success could have been achieved without
the very strong team of individuals and I want to pay
particular tribute to: Phil and Chrissie Wilding, Jamie
Travers, Gary Phillips, Nick and Tracy Ray, Steve Rayfield,
George Troughton and Stirk Pownall. There are many
others who have made significant contributions as well. I
am extremely grateful to all of them.
Also standing down after an incredible 20 years as
club captain, is Gary Phillips. During his reign the 1st
XI won a hugely impressive eight league titles at steadily
rising levels of amateur cricket and Gary has been the
ever-present rock on which the team’s success has been
founded. His knowledge of other teams’ key players’
strengths and weaknesses is legendary!
All our teams maintained their league positions at the
end of the 2013 season and I believe the club is in great
shape. With the highly respected new chairman, Jamie
Travers, and new club captain, Ollie Clayson, I have every
confidence that Sonning CC will continue to make great
strides. Jamie has over 30 years association with Sonning
and is highly respected. Ollie Clayson is a former Reading
Blue Coat School teacher and played for the club 7 years
ago. He brings huge experience having been captain of
Bedfordshire.
Finally, a huge thankyou to all our vice-presidents.
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READING
BLUE COAT SCHOOL
An Independent Day School for Boys, with a Co-Educational Sixth Form

Come and take a look!

Richard Lloyd Funeral Services
Independent Funeral Director

1-2 The Parade, Coppice Road
Woodley RG5 3RB

24 Hr Telephone 0118 969 3033

Family-owned, Independent, Funeral Director
and Monumental Mason serving all areas in
and around Sonning and Charvil

Maggie Wilson DipFD
Funeral Director

Dr Richard Lloyd
Proprietor

Personal attention and no-obligation visits
made by us in the comfort of your own home,
Golden Charter and Age UK
pre-payment Funeral Plans and advice.

Call 0118 944 1005 for
an informal chat with
our Admissions team
www.rbcs.org.uk

Wentworth textiles

The home of your carpet and flooring solutions

Want to
change the
look of your
floors?
Look no further.
Wentworth textiles
is a residential and
commercial carpet
and flooring
company with a distinguished
reputation of nearly 50 years.
We can provide samples of any
flooring, offer a fitting and installation
service. We also provide rugs, be they
hand-tufted or sheepskin and in any size.
For further information, please
contact www.wentworthtextiles.com
or call 0118 958 2166 or email
pa.roper@btinternet.com

Telephone or visit Maggie or Richard for free,
no-obligation advice at any time.
www.readingfunerals.co.uk
enquiries@readingfunerals.co.uk
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Sports section - 2
Charvil lad takes on the gymnastic world
By Jack Collis

Pictures: Giles Collis
At just aged 4, Matthew Collis from Charvil, joined his first gymnastics club.
10 years on he has gone on to compete in numerous British Championships
and has represented his country in many overseas competitions, including
the European Championships in 2012; and is looking to do so again this year.
major tournament, aged 6, Matthew
Matthew competes in a form of
moved to Pinewood Gymnastics
gymnastics called TeamGym which
club in Crowthorne where he
originated from Scandinavia and
would return three years later
involves a team of 6 to 12 athletes
with his coach Stuart Woods who
competing on three pieces of
led Matthew and his team mates
apparatus, Tumble track, Trampet and
at his third club, Bracknell, to a
Vault and finally the floor routine. In
fifth placed finish in the European
Tumble and Trampet the gymnasts
championships in 2012.
perform moves in quick succession
For Matthew and his team mates,
making the sport very exciting to
gymnastics has taken them all
watch due to its element of danger.
around the world, competing and
Matthew first begun at Bulmershe
visiting special training camps in
Gymnastics club with pre-school
Italy, Germany, Denmark, Iceland
gymnastics but it became apparent
and Gran Canaria. While in these
that he had a talent for gymnastics
countries, Matthew has competed
and was selected to join a competitive
in both the European Cup which is
squad. After competing in his first

Above: Matthew Collis, and below left,
Matthew in action.
an annual event and the biannual
European Championships which took
him to Denmark in 2012 and will
hopefully see him travel to Iceland
for a second time in October 2014.
Training for seven hours a week
may be seen as hard work but
Matthew says, ‘gymnastics is very
exciting and you are always learning
new things and improving what
you can already do so you never get
bored, it’s a great way of making
friends, keeping fit and has given
me opportunities to visit lots of
interesting places around the world.’

Sonning tennis kid’s festive fun
Christmas came early to Sonning
Tennis Club this year when Santa
sent presents for the children’s
festive party.

The kids enjoyed a fun-packed
afternoon of games, prizes, coaching
and food in the winter sun while
parents kept warm with hot soup.
The club hut, in King George’s
Field, was decorated with sparkling
lights, and junior co-ordinator Hilary
Moss decorated her crutches with
tinsel and bells.
Caitlin Wickens, 12, was the
Player of the Day, Jasmine Thompson,
12, the Most Helpful to the Coach and
Jonathan Constanza, 5, was praised
for his outstanding concentration.

The club was also celebrating the
first year of Tots’ Tennis, a special
coaching group for 3-5 year olds,
and a thriving junior coaching
programme. The coaching team train
all ages and abilities, from budding
tennis stars to amateur enthusiasts
on its three courts.

The programme includes
children’s training from 3-18
years, Rusty Rackets for adults,
various tennis workshops,
and team coaching. One of the
youngest members, Sam Newton,
7, even entered his first mini Red
Tournament after this year’s
coaching.
Although play continues
throughout the winter months,
the coaching runs from March to
October.
The club has men’s, women’s and
mixed teams in the LTA Berkshire
League and is always looking for new
members.
www.sonningtennis.com
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Inglewood Day
Nursery and Preschool
Offering ‘Outstanding’ high-quality
childcare for ages 3 months – 5years
Sonning Lane • Sonning • RG4 6ST
email: Inglewood@brighthorizons.com
tel: 01189 448338

The Bull Inn | Sonning on Thames | Berk

Email:
bullinn@fullers.co.uk
Dennis & Christine look
forward
to welcoming you to… | Telephone

The Bull Inn,
Sonning-on-Thames
Berkshire RG4 6UP
0118 969 3901
Great food, award-winning cask ale, service with a
smile Seven stylish bedrooms

www.brighthorizons.co.uk

Present this ad for a complimentary homemade chocolate brownie

bullinn@fullers.co.uk / www.bullinnsonning.co.uk

The school is highly
successful in providing
an excellent standard of
teaching which engages
students’ absorbed
interest and reflects
the needs of individual
students.
ISI Inspection Report
October 2013

bridging the gap
enabling independence at home

30 years experience providing
care and supporting families and
older people in their own homes.

To read the full text of the report please go to
www.doverbroecks.com/inspection

An 11-18, independent, co-educational school in Oxford

www.doverbroecks.com

Telephone 01189 404098
Email enquiries@bridgeshomecare.co.uk
Website www.bridgeshomecare.co.uk
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To use your Epiphany Prayer
Star turn one of the points to the
top and pray using the word or
words on that point. The next
day turn the star one point
clockwise and pray again using
the new word or words that
point to the top. After five days
start praying again!
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To make your Epiphany
Prayer Star, colour in the
three wise men, then
carefully cut out the star and
the blue prayer card. If you
want to make them a little
stronger, stick them on some
stiff card - you could use an old
cereal box. Make a small hole in
the black dots
on the star and
the blue prayer card and fasten
the two pieces together using a
small clip
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The arts page

If like me, you noticed a butterfly in St Andrew’s Church on Remembrance Sunday
then you were not alone. One of the Girl Guides, 12 year old Jasmine Thompson, was
watching it as well. So enthralled with it she went home and wrote this poem. I hope
you agree with me that it worthy of its place on our arts page - editor.
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The health & beauty page
Dr Simon
Ruffle writes ...
As we welcome in 2014 who’s
bringing a resolution with them?

From the Dead Sea comes new life
The Old Testament prophet Ezekiel tells how even from the Dead Sea, the
deadest part of the world, God can bring new life. We should not be surprised
therefore with what Janette Hammond has to say this month ...

Following the indulgences of the festive season, many of us feel ready to treat
our bodies to a healthy start to the New Year. I love to maximise the wonderful
natural resources our earth provides so what better than mud from the Dead
Sea?
The Dead Sea contains a higher concentration of minerals than any other
body of water in the world – an astounding 32%. So densely saturated are
the waters of this salty lake with minerals that bathers naturally float on
its surface. The mineral extracts of these unique waters activate the skin’s
metabolism, helping to keep it healthy, supple and well hydrated.
Dead Sea mud comprises a layer of sedimentary clay formed over thousands
of years and the rich black mud found on the shores of the Dead Sea contains an
extremely high concentration of minerals.
Ahava’s Dead Sea mud range of products replenishes and revitalizes the
skin, restoring its natural suppleness and moisture levels while relieving and
soothing soreness, roughness, redness and cracking. A perfect, natural and
effective treat.

Happy thoughts can help your immune system
A stressed mind can put your body
at risk. If you constantly think about
negative things and dwell on stressful
events in your life, you could weaken
your immune system and make
yourself more susceptible to illness.
A recent study has found that simply
thinking about negative events,
even if they are only imagined, can
increase the levels of inflammation
in your body. This inflammation,
associated with the body’s response

to trauma and infection, can weaken
the immune system and has been
linked to a number of conditions
such as heart disease, cancer and
dementia.
St Paul urged a better way of
coping with the threats in our lives:
‘Do not be anxious about anything,
but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to
God.’ (Philippians 4:6)

Doctors used to rely on practices
that were handed down and new
innovations were slowly adopted.
This, probably, caused untold harm
to people over the years. It was bad
enough to have certain diseases
and then the doctors bled you, gave
you arsenic or poisoned you with
mercury.
In the recent years doctors
look for evidence that drugs and
procedures actually work without
harming you.
Taking aspirin to try to prevent
a heart attack can cause bleeding. To
save one cardiac event 1,667 people
need to take aspirin, however, 0.5%
will have a major bleeding event.
Taking aspirin after a heart attack
to help prevent another one and it
is 1 in 50 that benefit. The benefit
outweighs the risk.
Why do I mention this?
New Year’s resolutions- is there
evidence that they work?
88% fail!
However, if men use small goals
their chances of succeeding improve;
for example losing 1lb of weight or
walking more once a week, instead
of losing 4 stone or running the 5K
in May. For the girls, they need to
share a goal with a friend and make
it known publicly for their chances of
success to improve.
Good luck with the resolutions
and have a healthy 2014.

For urgent medical
advice between
6.30pm and 8am,
and at weekends,
call ...

111
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Local Trades and Services

Please mention The Parish Magazine when contacting our advertisers
Home & Garden Maintenance

Home Care, Health & Assistance

ALL AERIALS - a local business based in Sonning
TV - FM - DAB aerials etc. Sky dishes installed
Communal premises IRS systems. Extra TV points
FREE ESTIMATES - ALL WORK GUARANTEED
0118 944 0000

DO YOU NEED A CARER/COMPANION?
Local lady able to assist with
housekeeping/nursing/respite
Only the very best care and attention given
Call: 0118 934 1640

ALL BUILDS (Berkshire) LIMITED
Extensions - Conversions - Renovations
www.all-builds.co.uk
22 Buccaneer Close, Woodley, RG5 4XP
M: 0778 056 2099 T: 0118 969 9147

MC CLEANING
We are a family business with excellent references
and we are fully insured
All cleaning materials provided
For free quote call: Maria 0779 902 7901

A S BUILDING
Kitchens – Bathrooms – Plumbing - Decoration
Small building works undertaken. Fully insured
T: Andrew on 01189 420651 M: 07788 780 470
as.building@tiscali.co.uk
CLARK BICKNELL LTD
Qualified Plumbing and Heating Engineers Gas Safe
25 years experience - local family run company
Call Office: 0118 961 8784 - Paul: 0776 887 4440
eMail: paul@clarkbicknell.co.uk
ELECTRIC NICK
Domestic and Commercial Electrical Services
Qualified, Part P registered, 15 years experience
M: 07584 294986 T: 0118 375 1153
electricnick@live.com
PORTMAN GARDENS Design - Construct - Maintain
Garden Features, Patios, Ponds, Pergolas, Fencing
Unit 2, 6 Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA
T: 0118 959 1796 M: 0778 577 2263
eMail martyncollins@portmanpm.com
GUTTER CLEANING & GUTTER BRUSH FITTING
We can clean your gutters and fit the revolutionary
Gutter Brush along the full length of your gutters.
No more blockages caused by leaves and moss!
Contact Simon: 0776 665 4189 or 01628 314485

PRIVATE PHYSIOTHERAPY SERVICE
Back/neck pain; joint/muscle problems & rehabilitation
Clinics based at Twyford and Wargrave GP surgeries
T: 0118 934 0926 - M: 0772 093 3192
eMail: info@fitandable.co.uk - www.fitandable.co.uk

Home Business & Computing
FURNESS CONSULTANCY
Experienced Accountant
Bookkeeping, Incomplete records, Accounts preparation
T: 0118 969 7003 M: 0752 681 6741
alan_furness@yahoo.co.uk
ANNE GARRISON WEB DESIGN
Attractive - Affordable - Web Sites
Efficient and jargon-free web design and hosting
for small business and non-profit organisations
0118 947 4244
www.AnneGarrison.co.uk

Taxis and Car Hire
POWER CARS OF WOODLEY
Family run business - established 1945
Experienced male & female drivers - Large licensed cars
Reasonably priced local and long distance work undertaken
0118 969 3066 eMail: paddypower30@hotmail.com

YOUR HOME SERVICE COULD BE HERE ...

AMB LANDSCAPES
Local business providing Garden Landscaping & Maintenance
Services include Paving, Fencing, Decking and Planting
Contact Alex for a FREE quotation 0777 543 9086
or visit www.amblandscapes.com

To place your advertisement here contact:
Gordon Nutbrown
gordon@iwasthere.co.uk

WATER SOFTENER SALT - Free Local Delivery
25kg Tablet/Granular £8.99 - Harvey Block Salt 2x4kg £5.50
salt-deliveries-online.com
sales@salt-deliveries online.com
M: 0778 577 2263 - T: 0118 959 1796
Unit 2, 6 Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA

To place your advertisement here contact:
Gordon Nutbrown
gordon@iwasthere.co.uk
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The home & garden page

Recipe of
the month
This month we have a recipe that
children as well as adults can make
and enjoy ...

January in the garden

Epiphany Cookies

From the East Reading Horticultural Society
Trees, shrubs and climbers
Avoid pruning birches, acers and vines, which are liable to bleed profusely
if pruned after midwinter. Prune Wisteria this or next month (cut all stems
coming off the main framework to 2 or 3 buds of the previous year’s growth).
Leave evergreens and tender plants until spring or summer.
Bulbs, flowers and containers
Sow sweet peas under cover to give you a head start in the spring. Raise any
containers not already on feet or bricks to protect them from the cold and lag
them with bubble wrap or straw and hessian; even hardy plants need protection
in really cold weather. Tucking them all close together in a sheltered spot by the
house is another useful ploy.
Houseplants
Keep your Christmas houseplants looking in top condition - poinsettias,
phalaenopsis and Christmas cacti like to be warm, although not blasted with
heat on top of radiators! Poinsettias will reward exposure to cold or draughts
with almost certain death, so treat them with kid gloves. Beware over-watering
them. Feed poinsettias weekly, the others fortnightly. Cyclamen, azaleas and
cymbidium orchids prefer cooler conditions and like to be moist, though not
over-watered. Dunk them in a bowl of water until the pot feels heavy and allow
to drain before replacing on a saucer of gravel. Pinch faded cyclamen flowers at
the base of the stem and remove spent azalea flowers very carefully - the new
buds are often just below the old ones.
Fruit trees, bushes and rhubarb
Carry on pruning apple and pear trees, red and white currants and
gooseberries. Keep the centre of the tree or bush open to let in the maximum
amount of light and to allow air to circulate freely. Cut out dead and diseased
wood and any crossing and rubbing branches. Do not prune stone fruit (plums,
cherries, etc.) during the winter, because of the risk of introducing disease.
At the end of the month, add organic fertiliser to your fruit trees and shrubs;
remove any mulch, feed around the roots, water and renew the mulch. Use
organic rather than inorganic or chemical fertilisers to provide a slow release
of nutrients; a sudden burst of growth too early in the season puts the plant at
risk from disease and pests. Start to force rhubarb; clear away all dead foliage
and cover the crown with a forcer if you have one or a large pot if you don’t. To
encourage faster growth, pack horse manure around the forcer; the heat will
produce even more dramatic results as it rots down!
Vegetables
Start chitting seed potatoes - an amazing and encouraging thought, but early
varieties will be planted in March! Put them in a light and cool place with the
end showing the most ‘buds’ uppermost - old egg boxes are ideal. Once the
shoots start to sprout, pinch out all but two or three and just imagine the
flavour of freshly dug new potatoes!

Ingredients
— 115g butter
— 115g sugar
— 2 egg yolks
— 225g flour
— sprinkles
You will also need a star-shaped
cookie cutter.

Method
Cream butter and add sugar and egg
yolks.
Gradually blend in the flour.
Roll out cookie dough to about 3 mm
thick on a floured board.
Use a star-shaped cookie cutter to
cut out the cookies and decorate
with sprinkles
Bake at 180 ºC / Gas Mark 4 for 1012 minutes.
Makes approximately 36 cookies.
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Parish contacts

Advertisers index

—— The Parish Magazine is produced by St Andrew’s PCC
and delivered free of charge to every home in Sonning,
Charvil and Sonning Eye.
—— The Parish Magazine is printed in the United Kingdom
by Herald Graphics Ltd, Reading RG2 oBZ
—— The Parish Magazine is distributed by Abracadabra
Leaflet Distribution Ltd, Reading RG7 1AW
—— The Parish Magazine was designed by Mr Roger
Swindale rogerswindale@hotmail.co.uk and Mr David
Woodward david@designforprint.org

Abbey School					
AB Walker & Son Funeral Directors			
ADD Plumbing Solutions				
AF Jones & ET Sheppard Monumental Masonry
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Ministry Team
— The Vicar: Revd Jamie Taylor*
The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR
revjaft@yahoo.co.uk / 0118 969 3298
*Day off Thursday
— Pioneer Minister: Revd Alison Waters*
6 Park View Drive South, Charvil, RG10 9QX
alwaters@hotmail.co.uk / 0118 934 3723
*Day off Monday
— Licensed Lay Minister: Bob Peters
26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR
shalom@robertjpeters.com / 0118 961 1188
Pastoral Visiting and Prayer Chain
— Mrs Jean Tinson 0118 969 0782
Church Wardens
— Mr Mark Jordan
mark.jordan@talktalk.net / 0118 940 1431
— Mr Terry Hunt
twghunt@btopenworld.com / 0118 934 1062
Deputy Wardens
— Mrs Molly Woodley 0118 946 3667
— Mrs Liz Nelson 0118 934 4837
— Mr Perry Mills 0118 921 9463
Parish Administrator
— Mrs Sonia Boyles
standrews.sonning@btinternet.com / 0118 969 2428
Parochial Church Council
— Secretary: Mrs Shirley Chard 0118 969 8086
— Treasurer : Mr John Scoble 0118 926 5138
Bookings
— St Sarik, Sonning, Mrs Sonia Boyles 0118 969 2428
— Jubilee Hall, Charvil, Raj 079 5642 3764
Organist & Choirmaster
— Mr David Duvall
davidduvall@btinternet.com / 078 5594 7104
Parish Website: www.sonningparish.org.uk
The Parish Magazine
— Editor: Bob Peters
26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR
shalom@robertjpeters.com / 0118 961 1188
— Advertising and Distribution: Gordon Nutbrown
gordon@iwasthere.co.uk / 0118 969 3282
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Henley Care Agency
Care in your own home
Live in Care / Daily Visits / Respite Care

• Remain in the comfort of your own home.
• Extensive experience in care for the elderly, terminally
ill patients as well as persons recovering from strokes,
operations or suffering from dementia.
• All nurses and carers are fully trained,
insured and CRB checked.
For more information or to arrange a home assessment
call Izabela directly on 07849 897 052
Tel. 01491 842915
Email. info@henleycare.co.uk
CQC Registered Provider 1-341050661
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The French Horn,
Sonning. Quality,
the restaurant and hotel.
www.thefrenchhorn.co.uk
0118 969 2204

