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0118 960 1000  www.haslams.net

Haslams Estate Agents are specialists in the Reading area 
including Sonning. Call us if you’re thinking of making a 
property transaction...

Homes for Sale

For Sale

May Tree House Offers in excess of: £675,000

Sonning

•  Detached home in prime
village address

•  Planning consent granted for 
comprehensive extension and 
alterations

•  Walking distance of Reading Blue 
Coat school and village centre

•  Five bedrooms, master suite with 
dressing room and ensuite shower

•  Three reception rooms and double 
glazed conservatory

•  Ample driveway parking and 
established rear garden

May Tree House is 
adjacent to playing 

fi elds and within walking 
distance of Reading 

Blue Coat School. This 
detached family home 
is being sold with the 

benefi t of planning 
consent permitting 

extension and alterations, 
with no onward chain.
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— 8.00am Holy Communion
 — 10.30am Family Toy Service 
with the switching on of the 
Christmas tree lights and the 
blessing of the outside Nativity
 — 6.30pm Holy Communion

Sunday 14 December
 — 8.00am Holy Communion
 — 10.30am Parish Eucharist with 
Sunday Club
 — 6.30pm Evening Prayer

Sunday 21 December
 — 8.00am Holy Communion
 — 10.30am Family Communion
 — 6.30pm Service of Nine Lessons 
and Carols (followed by drinks, 
sausage rolls, canapés and 
mince pies)

Christmas Eve
 — 4.00am Crib Service
 — 11.30pm Midnight Mass

Christmas Day
 — 8.00am Holy Communion
 — 10.30am Christmas Family 
Communion (Children invited 
to bring a toy to show the vicar)

Sunday 28 December
 — 10.30am Parish Eucharist
 — No 8am or 6.30pm services
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St Andrew’s 
Sunday 7 December

Every Wednesday
— 8.30am Morning Prayer
— 10.00am Holy Communion in  
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— 11.00am Holy Communion
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EDITORIAL DEADLINE
Editorial deadline, January issue: 
Wednesday 10 December at 
12 noon. 

FRONT COVER picture
The Nativity by Tom Farncombe. 
The Nativity scene shown in 
this picture will be set up in the 
South Porch during Advent and 
Christmas for all to see.

Weekly and 
Monthly Services

Baptisms
— 16 November 
      Seth Adam Munro Waters
— 16 November

Alexander Philip Dennis Theaker

Weddings
— 1 November
      Daniel Keith Border and           
      Lindsay Clare Muscroft



4 The Parish Magazine

The independent day school in Reading for girls aged 3–18

NEW
!

For more information about these sessions please visit our website. 
To book a place(s) please email
stayandplay@theabbey.co.uk

Toddler Stay and Play
Bring your busy bee to  

The Abbey Stay and Play!
All are welcome to our fun and creative themed play  

sessions for toddlers on the first Friday of the month in 
term time from 9.30-11.00am.     

Next sessions:  
Friday 5 December, Friday 9 January 

www.theabbey.co.uk

sonning parish mag DEC 2014.indd   1 22/10/2014   10:49:03

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Established in 1979 and set in extensive grounds on the edge of Twyford, this well-appointed home offers 
excellent nursing and residential care.  Bridge House is an attractive Georgian period home set in a tranquil 
location enjoying stunning views over the River Loddon and the open countryside beyond.  Good local and 
regional public transport links, together with the excellent amenities of Twyford, are within walking distance. 

The friendly and experienced staff have established a reputation of providing high quality nursing care.  A 
variety of bedrooms and suites within the home provide attractive views and with attentive staff assure a 
comfortable stay, being well supported and cared for. 

Bridge House of Twyford – in the heart of the community                                                                                        
64 High Street, Twyford, Berkshire.  RG10 9AQ     Call 0118 934 0777 to arrange a visit 
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The Vicar’s letter
De a r fr iends,
A relatively new tradition at St Andrew’s is the switching on of 
the lights on our magnificent 16ft parish Christmas tree and 
blessing of the outside nativity scene, all as part of our December 
family service. During this service we also collect either new 
toys or non-perishable food for the Reading Family Aid project, 
bringing a little comfort and pleasure to those in the Reading 
area who have very little to look forward to at Christmas time.  
      Why not come and join us at 10.30am on 7 December. In my 
view this is a great way to begin the preparation for Christmas 
because, as we enjoy the spectacle of tree lights, we are reminded 
that the light of the world was born for us in Bethlehem’s 
manger, and having remembered that, we are moved to practical 
action, to show the light of Christ’s love to those who need it. In a 
nutshell, that is what it means to be a Christian. In the darkness 
of mid-winter, it is great to be able to brighten up our homes, shopping centres and churches with 
dazzling lights. But it is also good to think about the true light of the world, Jesus of Nazareth, 
whose birth changed the course of history.
      We are certainly living in troubling times. There is darkness to be found in many parts of the 
world, and sometimes I just feel like giving up watching or reading the news because it is just 
too distressing. Of course, there is nothing new in any of this. Human beings have always had a 
terrifying capacity for evil, it’s just that we now have it broadcast, 24 hours a day, into our homes. 
The darkness of Ebola, ISIS, the persecuted church, and the Ukraine, to name but a few, may seem 
remote to us here in comfortable Berkshire, and there is a temptation to ignore it all, and think 
about something else. 
      But of course, darkness comes to us all at some stage or another. How many of you will be facing 
Christmas for the first time without a loved one? How many will be lonely, feeling that everyone 
else is having fun and a good time? At least 500,000 elderly British people will not see a soul on 
Christmas Day. How many parents will struggle to provide what their children are expecting, 
mindful that some of their friends are getting the best of everything? There is no doubt that for a 
significant proportion of people, Christmas is not an easy time. I fully sympathise. For at least 10 
years after my mother died at Christmas time at the age of 48, I couldn’t bear the season. This was 
something of a challenge as for the second half of that period I was a clergyman! 
      One of the pleasures of Christmas for me is reading the passage from John’s gospel at the Nine 
Lessons and Carols when, in our beautifully candlelit church we hear those words ‘The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it’. For me, through those difficult Christmases, 
the light was never extinguished. That is the good news of this season, and indeed the good news 
of our faith. Christ’s light will never go out, and He is with us though all the up’s and downs of life, 
although we sometimes don’t realise it until we look back afterwards. 
      For Christians, if we live by His light, the world will notice. A true faith brings forth deeds, and 
where churches get involved in their communities, inspired by the love of Christ, they make a huge 
difference. Once we have raised enough money, we shall begin to build our hall and when completed 
we can set to work with some exciting new projects, for the benefit of all in our community. This 
will be Christianity in action. Deeds, inspired by faith. I firmly believe that our church and the 
community we serve will be greatly enhanced through this.
      As we prepare once again to sing the wonderful carols and hear the beautiful story of the 
nativity, let us remember that it is our job as Christians, once the light and joy of Christmas has 
passed, to continue to reflect the good news. Christ is born for us all. It is a timeless message, and 
one that can change every life for the better. Happy Christmas from us all at the Vicarage.
Jamie
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The Hicks  
Group

Hicks  
Developments Ltd 

Hicks MOT & 
Service Centre

We offer a complete, well equipped,  
modern workshop for all your vehicle  

servicing or repair needs

Tel: 0118 944 1808

WHILE YOU WAIT 

MOT TEST
AND SERVICE CENTRE

15 Headley Road, Woodley RG5 4JB

Open 7.30am -  
5.30pm (Weekdays)

	Private & Commercial Vehicle Repairs
	Air Conditioning Service
	Free Courtesy Car (subject to availability)

Hicks  
Joinery Ltd  

Joinery Manufacturers.  
Wood Finishing 

Tel: Reading 0118 969 0595

Property Developers  
Tel: Reading 0118 969 0595

Woodley Decor
Painters & Decorators

Established Since 1969

No job too small
All work guaranteed

For a free estimate, contact us on:
0118 969 6828

Or visit our web site: www.woodleydecor.co.uk

93 Western Avenue, Woodley, Reading, Berkshire RG5 3BL

CHRIS   the plumber
I offer a friendly, reliable service from 
a dripping tap to installing radiators 
and full heating systems

All general plumbing undertaken 
Emergency call out available

Contact Chris Duvall
Free no obligation quote

E: christheplumber75@googlemail.com
M: 0785 095 6354       Tel: 0118 926 4690
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Family Toy Service 
Sunday 7 December 
During the service we will be 
collecting new toys for the Reading 
Family Aid group - ideally the toys 
should not be wrapped as this 
makes the sorting and distribution 
less complicated. Non perishable 
food can also be brought to this 
service. As well as the collection 
of gifts, the Christmas tree lights 
will be switched on and the outside 
Nativity scene will be blessed.

Christmas Services
Details of our Christmas services 
can be found on pages nine and 
three.

Sunday 28 December
There will be no 8am or 6.30pm 
services on this day.

For your prayers in December
— Reading Family Aid Project
— Those facing a first Christmas   
      without a loved one
— The Christian community in   
      Bethlehem
— Crisis at Christmas

Following permission from the 
Chancellor of the Diocese of Oxford 
two pews are being removed to 
accommodate the new grand piano 
which has been generously given 
by Daphne Glynn, a resident of the 
parish.

At the time of writing it is 
expected that the work will begin 
very shortly with the piano being 
delivered before Christmas. It will 
then take a few weeks for it to settle 
before being re-tuned. 

The inaugural concert, therefore, 
has been arranged for 7.30pm on 
Saturday 24 January and will be 
given by Dominic John who has 
performed extensively worldwide. 

Hailed by The Times for his 
‘outstanding panache, musicality and 
technical finesse’, Dominic won first 

Internationally acclaimed pianist to stage 
inaugural concert in St Andrew’s Church

As we go to press, plans for the installation of a grand piano in St Andrew’s 
Church are being  finalised, and in the New Year, one of the UK’s most brilliant 
concert pianists will perform the inaugural concert on the new piano. 

prize at the 22nd Brant International 
Piano Competition and was winner 
of the 2004 British Music Society 
Award. He was awarded the Chappell 
Gold Medal from the Royal College 
of Music on completion of his studies 
there. 

Dominic will present a virtuoso 
programme of music by Mozart, 
Schumann, Chopin and Gershwin at 
St Andrew’s to demonstrate the full 
expressive range and power of our 
exceptional new piano. 

It was through his friendship 
with our new director of music that 
Dominic advised on the acquisition 
of the new instrument and agreed to 
play for us.

Tickets for the inaugural concert 
will be £10 on the door and include 
an interval drink.

Dominic John, who is to perform in St Andrew’s Church in January

Homelessness is about more than rooflessness. A home is not 
just a physical space, it also has a legal and social dimension. A 
home provides roots, identity, a sense of belonging and a place 
of emotional wellbeing. 

Homelessness is about the loss of all of these. It is an 
isolating and destructive experience and homeless people 
are some of the most vulnerable and socially excluded in our 
society. 

And at Christmas, with the dark and cold nights and all 
those around you enjoying the festivities, homelessness can be 
the most desperate of times.

The Crisis at Christmas charity every year seeks to provide 
companionship and support to tackle loneliness and isolation, 

and, more importantly, help people take their first steps out of 
homelessness.

Crisis is the national charity for single homeless and this 
year they are looking for 9,000 volunteers to help their 4,300 
homeless guests over Christmas. 

They need people with specialist skills such as dentists, 
hairdressers, lorry drivers and performers, as well as an army of 
general volunteers ready to muck in.

Crisis also needs fundraisers and donations. As little as £21.62 
is enough to pay for one of its guests at Christmas to have food, 
keep warm, and to have a merry Christmas.

And it’s worth remembering that homelessness is not just for 
Christmas and the work of Crisis continues every day of the year.

Find out more about Crisis at Christmas at www.crisis.org.uk and remember them in your prayers.

Crisis at Christmas needs help to help the homeless

We wish all 
our readers, 

contributors and 
advertisers a very 
Happy Christmas 

and a peaceful 
New Year! 



8 The Parish Magazine

The Estate Agents People Recommend

Thinking  
of selling?

1 7
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Local independently owned firm  
with a village centre office

Competitive fee structure

 High end service & presentation for  
all property, no matter the size

 A quality well maintained database  
of applicants actively searching in the area

Bespoke brochures, floor plans  
& photography

A large amount of business obtained  
through recommendation

Accompanied viewings with swift,  
informative feedback

Experienced, enthusiastic well trained staff

 Properties advertised across  
all major websites

Properties advertised on all relevant  
social media, inc:

The Estate Agents People Recommend

Thinking 
of selling?

Here are ten reasons to instruct 
Wentworth to sell your home : 

Tel: 0118 9340027  |  E: twyford@wentworthea.com  |  www.wentworthea.com

Our very own Smart Phone App  Wentworth EstateAgents 
please like our page

Follow us 
@WentworthRG10

 Local independently owned firm 
with a village centre office

 Competitive fee structure
 High end service & presentation  

for all property, no matter the size
 A quality well maintained database of 

applicants actively searching in the area
 Bespoke brochures, floor 

plans & photography

 A large amount of business obtained 
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 Accompanied viewings with 
swift, informative feedback

 Experienced, enthusiastic well trained staff
 Properties advertised across 

all major websites
 Properties advertised on all 

relevant social media, inc:
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Tel: 0118 9340027  |  E: twyford@wentworthea.com  |  www.wentworthea.com
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Can you 
spare an 
hour or two 
on Saturday  
13 December 
from 
9.30am 
onwards 
to help 
Sonia polish 
all the 
beautiful 
brasses in 
St Andrew’s 
Church 
so they 
will look 
splendid 
for the 
Christmas 
services? 

Please help 
Sonia shine! The Archbishop of Canterbury has said that since the rise of Islamic State, 

Christian communities which have existed ‘in many cases since the days of   
St Paul’ are now under threat in countries such as Syria and Egypt. 

To give just two 
of many dozens 
of examples: in 
Egypt during 
August alone, 
around 100 
Christian sites 
were attacked, 

Archbishop: ‘pray for terrorists’

Christmas at 
St. Andrew’s 
Candlelit Nine Lessons & Carols
21 December · 6.30 pm followed by drinks & canapés 

Christmas Eve
Crib Service for all ages · 4.00 pm 
Midnight Mass the Birth of Christ · 11.30 pm 

Christmas Day 
Holy Communion · 8 am  
Christmas Family Communion · 10.30 am 
Children are invited to bring a toy to show the Vicar

Church of St. Andrew
Serving Charvil, Sonning & Sonning Eye 

www.sonningparish.org.uk 
Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

Cleaning equipment will be 
provided as well as coffee and a 
mince pie!  If you can help, please 
call Sonia on 0118 969 2428.

and 42 churches burnt to the ground. 
In September All Saints Anglican 
church in Peshawar, Pakistan was 
bombed, killing 85 and injuring more 
than 200 people. And similar horrific 
stories abound.

The Most Rev Justin Welby, who 
leads almost 80 million Anglicans 
around the world, said that despite 
the persecution, it was right that 
Christians should continue to pray 
for the terrorists. 

He said: ‘As Christians, one of the 
things is that we pray for justice and 
particularly the issues around the 
anger that comes from this kind of 
killing. 

‘But we are also called as Jesus did 
at the Cross, to pray for those who 
are doing us harm.’

‘Sometimes I wonder about 
his attitude to Christmas’
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MONUMENTAL AND 
MASONRY CRAFTSMEN 

 
A.F. JONES 

Established 1858 
33 Bedford Road, Reading RG1 7EX 

Telephone: 0118 957 3537 
www.afjones.co.uk 

 

E.T. SHEPPARD 
Established 1906 

36 Reading Road 
Henley-on-Thames RG9 1AG 

Telephone: 01491 574644 
www.etsheppard.co.uk 

 
Specialists in all Stonework, Restoration, 

Memorials, Kitchens & Bathrooms 

For all your plumbing and gas 
installation needs. Same day and 
emergency services. Gas registered.

We promise to: • call back quickly                                 
• give a fair quote  • give excellent service                   
• treat you as a lifetime customer

Telephone Peter on 078 6332 8238
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DAVID SHAILES 
Plumbers & Decorators 
Complete Project Refurbishment 

Repairs to Showers, Toilets and more 
Bathroom Suites, Toilets, Basins and Radiators 

Full Interior and Exterior Decorating 
Reliable, Clean and Efficient 

Phone 0118 934 5029  Mobile 0770 860 2442 

WHITE MARQUEES
For hire

 All proceeds used for funds of 
1st Sonning Scout Group

Suitable for all events, 
parties, fetes etc.
We Deliver, Erect, 

Take Down and Collect!

Suggested donation of only £175
Discount for Registered Charities

Trefor 07789 880072
 Marquee@sonningscouts.co.uk
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The Parish 
Magazine 

Calendar 2015

Large Tea Towel, 
size: 77 x 50 cm
£6 each or buy 
two for £10!

St. Andrew’s Sonning
New Hall Fundraising Range

Tea Towel

Cotton Bag

Mug “Balmoral”

Cotton Bag

Mug “Balmoral”

Tea Towel

Cotton Bag

Fridge Magnet

A5 Case Bound  Notebook

Design © 2013 Cornfl ower Ltd
Unit 6, Old Station Business Park, Compton,Berkshire, RG20 6NE.
Tel 01635 578844 Fax 01635 579474 Email studio@cornfl ower.co.uk

www.cornfl ower.co.uk

Design © Cornfl ower Ltd all images on this board. Please do not reproduce or distribute to third parties.







FOR MORE INFORMATION about 
any of the merchandise on this page 
call Keith Nichols, 0118 969 4628  or  
keithnichols@talktalk.net. Make cheques 
payable to St Andrews Sonning PCC. Please 
add £1.50 towards p&p. All items sold in 
aid of St Andrew’s New Hall Appeal.

Large, very strong cotton 
shopping bag, only £9!

Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

The Church of St Andrew serving Charvil, Sonning and Sonning Eye

St Andrew’s Church Hall Appeal

total so far: £205,210

Thank you to everyone who 
has helped us get to the ...

500,000

400,000

300,000

200,000

100,000

0

Featuring local scenes 
of Charvil, Sonning          

and Sonning Eye
Thirteen high quality colour 
A4 size images taken by local 
photographers who contribute 
regularly to 
The Parish Magazine.
One page per month 
wall calendar with 
bank holidays, and 
parish events.
Open size: 
42 x 29.7 cms.
Price:  £8.00

Children’s Activity 
Book - puzzles, 
wordsearch and 
pictures to colour, 
£3.50 includes 
pack of colouring 
pencils! 

£5 per pack 
of 10*

Christmas Cards

*Please note: each 
pack contains 10 
envelopes and 10 
cards of the same 
design so please 
state which design 
you are purchasing - 
Nativity or Carols.

Card size: 12.5 x 17.2 cms

Autumn in St Andrew’s Churchyard signed by 
photographer, Tom Farncombe, and issued as a limited 

edition of only 50 numbered copies. Supplied with a double 
mount ready for framing. Overall size of mount is 30.5cm 

deep x 40.5cm wide. Price: £25.00. 

Last minute 
Christmas 
presents ...

Limited edition signed print 
— over half already sold!

LAST CHANCE

— HALF WAY = £250,00o
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Thamesvalley Footcare 
Foot Health Care in your own home 

 
 

Patricia Spender MCFHP.,  MAFHP. 
Mobile: 07733 320702 

Telephone: 0118 984 1132 
Email: pat.spender@gmail.com 

 
 

Corns, Callus, Ingrown & involuted nails, Athlete’s foot, 
Specialised nail trimming, Fungal nails, Verruca’s, 

 Care of the Diabetic high risk foot, 
General foot maintenance.  

 

Home users & small businesses in the Wargrave, Henley, 
Twyford, Bray, Cookham, Bisham, Sonning and surrounding areas. 

At your office or home. One-to-One personal tuition, 
Advice, Set-up and Installation. 

PC Health-Check, Tune-Up, Virus & Spyware, Data Recovery, 
Email & Office, Broadband, Wired & Wireless Networks, 

Skype/VOIP & Webcams. 
Microsoft Windows, XP, Vista & Windows 7 Operating Systems. 

No job too small or too large 

A team of experienced physiotherapists for

● Back and Neck Pain

● Arthritis and Mobility Problems

● Headaches

● Sports Injuries

● Women's Health - Incontinence and Pregnancy

● Pilates - Individual  and classes

● Gym membership

● Acupuncture

PHYSIOTHERAPY

w w w. p hy s i o c a r e . c o . u k

VISAGE
BEAUTY & WELLBEING

Facials

Jessica Manicure & Pedicure

Body Wraps

Hot stone Massage

Waxing

6 Church Street

Twyford

RG10 9DR

0118 934 4055

226 Wokingham Road

Earley

RG6 1JS

0118 966 4585

Do you like to socialise?
Race Nights, Party 
Nights, Golf, Darts, Day-
Trips, Theatre evenings, 
Safari Suppers, Friendly 
get-togethers? Enjoying 
ourselves whilst helping 
those less fortunate 
than ourselves.
Look no further!

COME & JOIN US!
ROTARY CLUB OF 

LODDON VALE

For more information 
contact Trevor Barber on 

0791 762 8899

Home users & small businesses in the Twyford, Charvil, Sonning, 
Woodley, Wargrave and surrounding areas.

At your office or home. One-to-One personal tuition, 
Advice, Set-up and Installation.

PC Health-Check, Tune-Up, Virus & Spyware, Data Recovery, 
Email & Office, Broadband, Wired & Wireless Networks, 

Skype/VOIP & Webcams.
Microsoft Windows 8, 7 and all earlier versions.

New - Smartphone (e.g. iPhone, Android, Blackberry, 
Windows) and iPad/Tablet advice set up and integration.
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From 
the 
editor’s 
desk

The persecuted church and how to support it
By Colin Bailey

It’s hard to believe that it is now two 
years since the first issue of The Parish 
Magazine in its current format was 
published. For the first time in its 
history, which dates back to 1869, it 
was to be delivered to every home in 
Charvil, Sonning and Sonning Eye. 
And it was - and remains - free!

During those two years we have 
increased the number of pages to 
enable us to introduce some new 
regular features and we have thought 
that, at 40 pages, it has been the 
optimum size for some time. 

My only wish was to increase the 
amount of colour pages available as 
this will not only add greater interest 
but also give more flexibility. Well, 
I am pleased to report that as from 
our next issue, January 2015, we will 
be adding eight more pages of colour 
leaving only eight of the 40 pages in 
monochrome. 

This has been made possible by 
several of our regular advertisers 
upgrading their adverts to colour, and 
our printer holding down their costs, 
for which we thank them all for their 
continued support. Consequently, 
we are looking forward to a more 
colourful New Year!

Sadly, however, many millions 
of people in our world are facing a 
much  bleaker year ahead - I have in 
mind the millions of people in Africa 
facing an uncertain future because of 
Ebola and a similarly large number 
of Christians who continue to be 
persecuted because of their faith. 

As I write this I have on my desk 
a story about a report launched by 
Prince Charles which reveals that 
in 41% of countries in the world 
religious freedom is ‘impaired’ or 
in ‘decline’. And the religion that 
is suffering most from abuse and  
persecution is Christianity. 

While the adjacent column on this 
page can only give the ‘headline’ news 
it does invite us all to donate money 
and to pray. While donations are 
important, our prayers in this matter 
should be given even greater priority.

Prince Charles highlights treatment of Christians in Middle East: A new 
report by the charity Aid to the Church in Need, entitled Religious Freedom in 
the World Report 2014, was presented in the House of Lords on 4 November. It 
explores the extent to which freedom of religion or belief is upheld or denied 
in 196 countries worldwide. 81 of these countries (41%) are identified as places 
where religious freedom is impaired (classified as ‘high’ or ‘medium’) or is in 
decline. In a video message that was shown at the 4 November meeting, Prince 
Charles drew attention to ‘the expulsion of Christians, Muslims and Yazidis 
from towns and cities that their ancestors have occupied for centuries’. Prince 
Charles observed that ‘our future as a free society - both here in Britain and 
throughout the world ... depends on recognising the crucial role played by 
people of faith’. 
Source: Open Doors at opendoorsuk.org/news/stories/uk_141105.php?ref=lnstorylnk  
and the ACN website where further information including Prince Charles’s 
video message and the full report may be seen, at acnuk.org/ 

Boko Haram announces fate of abducted schoolgirls: The leader of Islamist 
group Boko Haram has announced that more than 200 mainly Christian 
schoolgirls abducted by the group from Chibok, in Borno state, Nigeria, in 
April, will not be freed, as they have converted to Islam and have been married 
off. In a video, Abubakar Shekau confirmed that the abducted girls are in 
various ‘marital homes’ and denied that Boko Haram has agreed to a ceasefire, 
despite the Nigerian government’s claim on 17 October that it has reached an 
agreement with the Islamist militants. Kidnappings and violent attacks by the 
brutal group have continued. A recent report by Human Rights Watch (HRW) 
uncovered the heinous conditions enforced by Boko Haram on its captives. 
Those who had escaped abduction recounted horrendous suffering including 
forced labour and military participation, forced conversions, forced marriages 
and rape. Many of those interviewed showed signs of post-traumatic stress and 
anguish. 
Source: Barnabas Fund at barnabasfund.org/Boko-Haram-reveals-fate-of-
abducted-schoolgirls-continues-atrocities-in-Northern-Nigeria.html 

Prayer Meetings at the UK Political Party Conferences: This Autumn Open 
Doors attended prayer meetings held by Christians on the Left at the Labour 
Party Conference, and the Liberal Democrat Christian Forum at the Liberal 
Democrat Conference. They also partnered with the Conservative Christian 
Fellowship for a prayer breakfast at the Conservative Party Conference. 
Moving testimonies were shared from Christians in Iraq and Syria, with 
small groups praying for a number of desperate situations. The call at the 
meeting was to continue to watch and pray as Open Doors seeks to support 
persecuted Christians. Give thanks that there have been opportunities to 
share the message of the persecuted church with people of influence in the UK. 
Pray too for Christians involved in politics in the UK and overseas, and that 
the increasing persecution of Christians around the world will be given more 
serious attention by politicians.  
Source: Open Doors at opendoorsuk.org/news/stories/uk_141013.php  

24/7 Prayer Network: The Foundation for Relief and Reconciliation in the 
Middle East facilitates the unique and important work of Canon Andrew White, 
vicar of St George’s Church in Baghdad’s Red Zone (medical care, humanitarian 
relief and reconciliation among different religious groups). Different people 
from across the world have committed to praying for half an hour for Iraq every 
week. If you would like to be involved find more information on the FRRME 
website frrme.org/get-involved/pray/ 
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READING BLUE COAT SCHOOL
An Independent Day School for Boys, with a Co-Educational Sixth Form

www.rbcs.org.uk

Come and take a look!

Call 0118 944 1005 
for an

informal chat
with our 

Admissions 
team

We know that arranging a funeral 

can be stressful and demanding: 

five generations of experience - 

we know we will make a difference

Reading Head Office 0118 957 3650

Henley Office 01491 413434

Other branches: Wokingham, Bracknell, Thatcham

For information about our funeral

and memorial masonry services: 

www.abwalker.co.uk

Golden Charter
Funeral Plans

Are you thinking about

homecare?

If you would like to learn
more please call us on

0118 947 6666

advert-1...vis 1_Layout 1  15/09/2011  11:47  Page 1
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Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

the church of st andrew, SERVING THE 
COMMUNITIES OF CHARVIL, SONNING and sonning eye

Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

The Church of St Andrew serving Charvil, Sonning and Sonning Eye

St Andrew’s Church Hall Appeal

If you shop on-line
you can help fund

our new community hall 
and it won’t cost you 

anything extra!
It’s so simple, it’s hard to believe it’s true!
1. Go to giveasyoulive.com/join.sonningpcc and register - it’s free!
2. Download the free toolbar - this makes it really easy to use.
3. Shop on line. If the company you are buying from is in the 
giveasyoulive.com scheme - and there are over 3,000 of them - the 
toolbar will appear at the top of your screen and ask you to click 
it. Then make your purchase in the usual way and the seller will 
     send a donation to the PCC at no extra cost to you.

Here’s just a few of the well-known names in the scheme: John Lewis, Argos, 
Amazon, M&S, thetrainline.com, Debenhams, Lastminute.com, eBay, Expedia, 
Next, Mothercare, Thomas Cook, B&Q, Currys, Interflora, PCWorld, ToysRus, 
Dorothy Perkins, House of Fraser, Viking Direct, Apple Store, Halfords, Lego, 
Monsoon, Hamleys, Hotels.com, TopShop, RAC Car Insurance, Aviva, ASDA, 
Waitrose, Sports Direct, Sky, BHS, Carphone Warehouse, Laura Ashley, Littlewoods, 
Waterstones, Staples, Lakeland, Tesco, Matalan, Boots …. PLUS over 3,000 more!

giveasyoulive.com/join.sonningpcc

When you Christmas 
shop on-line please 
click for us - it’s free!

The Disasters Emergency Committee, which is appealing 
for donations to help with the Ebola crisis in West Africa, 
has for the first time decided to support a disaster brought 
about through a virus. In times of crisis, the DEC brings 
together 13 leading UK aid charities to collectively raise 
money for them to reach those in need quickly.

The DEC has organised 64 appeals and raised more than £1.1 
billion since it started in 1963. It has helped to save millions 
of lives and rebuild communities devastated by disasters. 

For example, £79 million was raised for an East Africa 
appeal, £72 million for the Pakistan floods appeal, £107 
million for the people of Haiti after it was struck by an 
earthquake in 2010 and a record-breaking £392 million for 
the 2004 Tsunami Appeal.

The DEC will only appeal when it knows it can help and 
when the answer to the following three questions is yes:

How to help the Disasters Emergency 
Committee Ebola crisis appeal

— Does the scale and urgency of the 
disaster call for decisive action? 
— Are DEC’s member agencies in 
a position to provide effective and 
swift humanitarian assistance? 
— Will the public support DEC?

Donations made to the DEC for 
the Ebola crisis will be distributed 
through the 13 DEC-associated 
charities. There are several ways to 
donate, for full details go to:

 dec.org.uk/how-to-help/how-to-pay

Donations can be made on the 
DEC website, by calling the DEC 
automated telephone answering 
system on 0370 60 60 900, or  by 
cheque, postal order and CAF 
vouchers, made payable to DEC Ebola 
Crisis Appeal  and posted to: DEC 
Ebola Crisis Appeal PO Box 999, 
London EC3A 3AA. 

Alternatively donations can be 
made at the Post Office, all banks 
and some building societies, or 
online through PayPal or Paypoint.

By texting the word DONATE to 
70000 you can also doante £5, all of 
which goes to the DEC Ebola Appeal.

Finally, all the 13 DEC-associated 
charities, whose logos appear above, 
will also accept donations directly.
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MUCK ‘N’ MULCH 
ORGANIC MANURE COMPOST 

We deliver to private gardens, landscapers, 
allotments and gardening clubs 

 

FREE DELIVERY 
 

Processed stable manure compost 
can be used all year round for feeding and mulching 

Spreading service available. Minimum delivery ten bags 
Half pallet (35 bags) Full pallet (70 bags) 

 

24 Hours: 07831 437989 
Freephone Muck ‘n’ Mulch on 0800 7810137 

www.muckandmulch.co.uk 
info@muckandmulch.co.uk 

 
in 

 
 

 

TELEPHONE

0118 934 3171
Wed-Fri: 9.30am-5.30pm
Sat: 9.30am-4.00pm

Ladies and Gentlemen’s 
Hairdressing

JANETTE HAMMOND 
Beauty Therapist & Perfume Designer 

 
Waxing - Facials - Lash & Brow Tinting - Make-up 

Manicures & Pedicures - Massage 
 

All treatments for ladies only 
28 HILLTOP ROAD, EARLEY, READING  RG6 1DA 

Telephone: 0118 926 2365  Mobile: 07917 818283 
janette@janettehammond.co.uk 

 
<<<< JUNE SPECIAL OFFER >>>> 

Make-up lesson £20  
(redeemable against items purchased) 

<<<< SPECIAL DECEMBER OFFER >>>>
Ultimate Relaxation Treatment - £35!

3 Longfield Parade, Longfield Road

Twyford  RG10 9AN

 

 
KINGFISHER   BATHROOMS 

 

Plumbing – Plastering – Tiling 
. . . and all associated work 

 
 

140 Kingfisher Drive, Woodley, Reading RG5 3LQ 
0778 897 2921 

email: markt@kingfisher-bathrooms.com 
www.kingfisher-bathrooms.com 

 
 

in 
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‘The feast of Stephen’, that we 
sing about in the carol Good King 
Wenceslas falls on 26 December - 
Boxing Day - when in the past people 
put a contribution in tradesmen’s 
boxes as a Christmas present for 
their services during the year. 

Neither of these acts are 
mentioned in the Bible accounts of 
Christmas  in the gospels. However, 
Stephen does appear in the Book of 
the Acts of the Apostles. He was a 
member of the church in Jerusalem 
and found himself involved with 

six others in administering the 
allocation of food to those in need. 
The apostles, who were the leaders 
of the church, felt that it wasn’t 
appropriate for them to abandon 
preaching and ‘serve tables’, so they 
selected seven deacons to do the job 
for them. Stephen, however, quickly 
revealed hidden gifts as an eloquent 
spokesman for the Christian cause.

This led the Jewish leaders to 
make an example of him, so they 
arrested Stephen accusing him of 
speaking against the two central 
elements of their religion - the 
Temple of God and the Law given by 
God through Moses. 

Instead of defending himself 
Stephen gave an eloquent account of 
Jewish history in which he accused 
the leaders of killing the Messiah. 
In their anger they dragged Stephen 
out of the city and stoned him to 
death. In this act of violence Stephen 
became the first Christian martyr 
and his feast day is therefore the first 
to be celebrated in the Christian year 
- a day after the birth of Christ.

Because Stephen was one of the 
first deacons of the Church, he is the 
patron saint of deacons, and among 
other patronages are those who 
suffer from headaches because he 
was killed by stones being thrown at 
his head. Images of St Stephen will 
sometimes include a rock on his head  
such as the one above.

The true story of Father Christmas, 
or Santa Claus, began with a man 
named Nicholas who was born in the 
third century in the Greek village of 
Patara, on what is today the southern 
coast of Turkey. 

His family were both devout and 
wealthy, and when his parents died 
in an epidemic, Nicholas decided to 
use his inheritance to help the needy, 
the sick, and the suffering. 

He dedicated his life to God’s 
service, and was made Bishop of 
Myra while still a young man. As a 
bishop, he joined other bishops and 
priests in prison under the emperor 
Diocletian’s fierce persecution of 
Christians across the Roman Empire.

When released, Nicholas was not 
bitter, just more determined to shed 
abroad the news of God’s love. He did 
so by giving. 

One story of his generosity 
explains why we hang Christmas 
stockings over our mantelpieces 
today. There was a poor family with 
three daughters who needed dowries 
if they were to marry, and not be sold 
into slavery. Nicholas heard of their 
plight, and tossed three bags of gold 
into their home through an open 
window thus saving the girls from a 
life of misery.

The bags of gold landed in 
stockings or shoes left before the fire 
to dry. Hence the custom of children 

Two saints 
sometimes 
overlooked 
at this time 
of the year

With our focus during December, quite rightly, on the birth of Jesus, it is easy to pass over some of the other saints 
who feast days occur this month, so in this issue we feature two that we should not forget - Nicholas and Stephen. 
Both are loosely connected with Christmas. St Nicholas is said to be the first ‘Father Christmas’, while St Stephen, 
whose feast is on Boxing Day, is the patron saint of those with headaches - which may or may not be appropriate! 

Saint Stephen, the first Christian martyrSaint Nicholas, the first ‘Father Christmas’

Saint Nicholas — 6 December hanging up stockings – in the hope of 
attracting presents of their own from 
St Nicholas - on Christmas Eve. That 
is why three gold balls, sometimes 
represented as oranges, are one of 
the symbols of St Nicholas.

The example of St Nicholas has 
never been forgotton - in bygone 
years boys in Germany and Poland 
would dress up as bishops on 6 
December, and beg alms for the poor. 
In the Netherlands and Belgium 
‘St Nicholas’ would arrive on a 
steamship from Spain to ride a white 
horse on his gift-giving rounds. 
To this day, 6 December is still the 
main day for gift-giving and merry-
making in much of Europe. Many 
feel that simple gift-giving in early 
Advent helps preserve a Christmas 
Day focus on the Christ Child.

Saint Stephen — 26 December
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When it comes to senior care, Sunrise continues to set the standard. 
Our expertly trained staff and the high quality personalised care we 
offer are changing the way people think about senior living.

Whether it’s assisted living, nursing care or our ground-breaking 
Reminiscence neighbourhood bringing comfort to those living with 
memory loss, everything we do is born from a commitment to 
providing only the very best care to seniors.

A Brighter Approach to 
Senior Living

www.sunrise-care.co.uk

Sunrise of Sonning

Please call on 0118 944 4300 for more information.
Sunrise of Sonning, Old Bath Road, Sonning, Berkshire RG4 6TQ

Snapshot of Sunrise 
in Sonning
• Expertly trained, 
 compassionate staff

•  High quality residential 
and nursing care

•  Leading the way in specialist 
dementia care

•  Landscaped gardens and 
beautiful interiors offering 
all the comforts of home

•  Five inspiring activities every 
day, seven days a week

ADV_SON_0713_ParishMagazine_01.indd   1 09/07/2013   11:46

INCLUSIVE • INDIVIDUAL • INSPIRATIONAL

Year 7 Entry
Deadline for Registrations: 31 December 2014 

Assessment Days: 20 and 21 January 2015

Boys aged 11-18 • Girls aged 16-18
Full, weekly and flexi boarding available from Year 9
Inspirational Oxfordshire site by the River Thames

Music, Art and Thinking Space Open September 2014

www.shiplake.org.uk

Dennis & Christine look forward to welcoming you to…

The Bull Inn, 
Sonning-on-Thames
Berkshire RG4 6UP

0118 969 3901
Great food, award-winning cask ale, service with a 

smile Seven stylish bedrooms

bullinn@fullers.co.uk / www.bullinnsonning.co.uk

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Bull Inn | Sonning on Thames | Berkshire | RG4 6UP 
Email: bullinn@fullers.co.uk | Telephone: 01189 693901 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dennis & Christine 
Mason look forward to 
welcoming you to…  
 

The Bull Inn 
 

Great food, award-
winning cask ale and 

service with smile, 
always. 

 
 

Seven stylish 
bedrooms 

   
Present this advert and 
receive a complimentary 
homemade chocolate 
brownie 
 
www.bullinnsonning.co.uk  
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Take a break and step back in time while 
supporting charity

If you’re in need of a break from the hustle and bustle 
of modern life then a few hours at the Bekonscot model 
village is the perfect place to head for. In about 35 
minutes from our parish you will be transported back 
in time when the pace of life was less hectic. And, as all the profits made by Bekonscot 
go to charity, you will be doing others a very good turn! The good news is that this 
year Bekonscot has extended its open season into December and will be open for the 
weekends of 6-7 and 13-14 with entry prices reduced to £5 for adults, £3 for children    
                   over 2 years old and £14 for a family ticket.

For details of the opening times this month go to: 
bekonscot.co.uk/news/25/57/Winter-Opening-Times/

This year Bekonscot is celebrating its 85th 
anniversay. It’s run in partnership with the 
Church Army which has been heavily involved 
since the early years and today manages the 
gifts to charity which total over £5.5 million. 
Many parishioners still have fond memories of a 
Church Army team who visited our parish about 
25 years ago for an Eastertide mission. 

Car parking is free and as you walk through 
the gates older visitors will find a world full of 
nostalgia, while the young are fascinated by 
an amazing array of models depicting every 
aspect of life in days gone by. There are trains, 
planes, boats, cable cars, cars, and horses - 
many of them moving - displayed in typical 
English village and town settings with grand 
buildings and terraced houses. For the young 
there is also a very popular pirate park and train 
ride. Bekonscot is a great way to spend a few 
hours away from the computer, the mobile and 
Christmas shopping! 

Our pictures were taken by 
Matthew, 11 years, Angel, 6 

years and Amy, 4 years
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It is 1964 – Top of the Pops has hit the television screen, the 
Great Train Robbers have been on trial, Harold Wilson has 
just become Prime Minister and on 19 October Sonning Glebe 
WI held its first meeting!

Sonning WI had existed in the village since the 1920s – it met 
once a month on a Tuesday afternoon but was definitely not 
used to interruptions from babies and small children, as was 
made clear! So a group of young mothers got together and 
decided to form a WI which would meet in the evening when 
husbands were home from work and could do the babysitting! 

With the help of County representatives it was decided that 
they would meet on the third Monday of the month at 7.30pm 
in Pearson Hall – and it still does!

As well as meeting each month to listen to an interesting 
speaker and have a good chat, Sonning Glebe has contributed to 
the community in a variety of ways. 

Early on, a group of elderly citizens from London 
were entertained to tea in the vicarage garden. Later, 
underprivileged youngsters from London and Reading were 
treated to a boat trip from Caversham to Sonning when one 
young chap was heard to say while looking over the side at a 
swan ‘Eh, there’s a big chicken swimming in the river!’ As well 
as having a scrumptious tea with jelly and ice cream, they made 
the acquaintance of the bull at the University Farm.  

At one time members were also on a weekly rota to take a 
young disabled child from a home to hospital for treatment.  

In the 70s, a drama group was formed, putting on 
productions in the Pearson Hall – on the stage! One play even 
involved erecting two real hospital beds. As our acting prowess 
progressed we entered a national WI drama competition and 
having performed at the Hexagon and the Salisbury Playhouse, 
the final accolade was to appear on the stage at the Royal 
Shakespeare Theatre at Stratford upon Avon – a great moment.

Sonning Glebe has always been involved in village activities. 
In 1965 we undertook to make the posters for the Produce 
Show (now the Village Show) to be held in Pearson Hall and as 
the years progressed, we sponsored the preserves and cookery 
section with Sonning WI.  

We maintain our link today with the village show by taking 
in the preserves and cookery entries and then serving many 
slices of cake and cups of tea to the visitors. Our cups of tea 
and refreshments have also become an integral part of the bi-
annual Scarecrow weekend and our bacon butties are a must! 

At Sonning Festival in 1976, when the High Street became a 
Victorian market, the WI ran a homemade marmalade stall. The 
following year, having obtained permission from the Palace, 
the theme of our float for the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Carnival 
was ‘The Coronation’. Several hours were spent decorating the 
trailer with many red velvet curtains, and white sheets were 
amazingly turned into the royal attendants dresses. 

The Queen sat on her throne, six attendants held her velvet 
train and the Archbishop of Canterbury stood poised while a 

young page boy knelt for the entire route clutching a cushion 
which supported the crown. Our efforts were rewarded as 
depite the drizzle and cold weather, we won the prize for the 
best float. 

In 1984 Sonning Glebe WI instigated the annual rounders 
challenge, throwing down the gauntlet to other village 
organisations. Our cheerleaders were second to none and 
obviously instilled us with confidence as the first year the final 
was between the WI and the Fire Brigade. The WI won – and 
have won several times since!

A Valentine’s dance was held each year in the 60s and early 
70s but as such events became less fashionable, we organised a 
harvest supper for the first time in 1975 – homemade soup and 
Cornish pasties were on the menu. Now, as well as the harvest 
supper, we have a summer supper and a quiz evening with a 
fork supper.

Over the years we have planted trees, held coffee mornings, 
run jumble sales, helped with the Best Kept Village competition, 
encouraged members to attend Denman College for educational 
courses, made teas for visiting WIs, organised theatre visits, 
walks, meals out, games sessions, knitted many items, 
particularly blankets for charitable causes and learned new 
skills. But more than that, we have been there for each other – 
ready to help. 

Sonning Glebe WI has laughed and cried for 50 years and 
hopefully it will continue to do so for many years to come.

Sonning Glebe WI celebrates 50 years of laughing and crying!
By Barbara Carr

The best float at Queen’s Silver Jubilee celebrations
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Sonning Glebe WI celebrates 50 years of laughing and crying!

At the WI County Spring Council, Sonning 
Glebe was honoured with a certificate 
from the national organisation for its 50th 
birthday - it was collected by two founder 
members, Enid Harvey and Pat Morgan.

Sonning Glebe WI enthusiastic cheer leaders  at an early village rounders match

Morris dancing in Pearson Hall, the home for Sonning Glebe WI for 50 years

Sonning Glebe members test their bread making skills at Warings Bakery

A chance to relax during a visit to the Chelsea Hospital

Raising money for charity at a traditional jumble sale

To learn more about 
WI call 969 4897 or 
go to Sonning Glebe’s 
meeting at 7.30pm 
in Pearson Hall on 
the third Monday of 
the month. A warm 
welcome awaits!
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bridging the gap  
enabling independence at home

For further information contact:  
01491 578 758
Email: bonny@bridgeshomecare.co.uk
Bridges Home Care, Oxford House, Highlands Lane  
Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 4PS

30 years experience providing care and 
supporting families in their own homes
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Around the villages
Walk off your Christmas excesses 
around the Charvil beauty spots

Take some time out before the Christmas busyness and 
join the parish walkers on Saturday 20 December for 
their monthly outing starting this month at Clayfield 
Copse Recreation Ground, Caversham GR727766. Meet 
at 10.15am for a 4-5 mile walk. Jean Milbourn 926 8035. 

The annual Boxing Day stroll around some Charvil 
beauty spots sets out from the Village Hall at 10am 
on Boxing Day and returns there for a glass of wine 
and mince pies. No booking is required and there 
is no charge for this popular Christmastide event 
organised by the Charvil Village Society. 

... and get in some practice first

If you are looking for a more peaceful way to find some 
Christmas presents and stocking fillers - and view more 
than 100 original paintings that will also be on sale - then 
visit the Charvil Village Hall on Sunday 7 December for the 
Charvil Art Group’s annual exhibition and Christmas fayre.

The exhibition and fayre will be open from 10am until 5pm, 
and at 4.30pm Nick Ray, Charvil’s Wokingham Borough 
Council councillor, will be present the Art Group awards and 
the raffle prizes.

As well as the art group’s original paintings and cards 
there will be handmade and Phoenix cards, jewellery and Kath 
Kidston items on sale at ‘Debbie’s Crafts’ stall, plus stocking 
fillers, mince pies and other Christmas fayre available on the 
Charvil Senior Residents stall. 

There will also be a second-hand stall to browse, several 
demonstrations to watch, and an opportunity to relax with 
café style drinks, cakes, and sandwiches. Admission is free, as 
is the parking.

The Charvil Art Group meets every Wednesday evening 
from 7.30-9.30pm in the Jubilee Hall. More information from 
Paul on 979 2749, Julie on 934 5059, or charvilartgroup.co.uk

Original paintings 
and Christmas gifts

Two of more than 100 original 
paintings on sale at the Charvil Art 
Group exhibition this month

Saturday 6 December
7.30 for 8.00pm in the Pearson Hall. 

Multi-course meal 
Carol singing, an exciting raffle, and a pay bar, 

all under fabulous decorations.

    The box office for this popular event is open. 
    Judy Baldwin 969 3326 
     £15 per person

Pearson Hall Social Committee 
Christmas Supper

Grandfather was talking to his grand-daughter, ‘When I was 
a child all we got for Christmas was an apple and an orange.’ 
The little girl clapped her hands in joy. ‘Brilliant! I’d love a new 
computer and a mobile!’

Fruity Christmas presents

The Sonning Club is offering entertainment and free 
food on Saturday 13 December for all its members and 
their ‘signed in’ guests. 

The popular quizzes are still being held on the 
first and third Fridays of each month and the winter 
tournaments will be starting in early January so it’s 
time to start practicing for darts, snooker, billiards, 
pool, bar billiards, shove halfpenny and table tennis. 
To become a member: sonningclub.co.uk or call 969 3939.

Members and guests eat free



24 The Parish Magazine
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A Family Run Independent
Funeral Service

Save £100
by applying today
If you purchase a plan 
with Tomalin & Son
you will receive a 
£100 discount off our 
current brochure price.

TEL: (01491) 573370
Golden Charter 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS

ANDERSON HOUSE, 
38 READING ROAD,
HENLEY-ON-THAMES, RG9 1AG.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

HC MOTORS 
AVENUE GARAGE 

Established 1970 in Sonning 
 

Servicing and repairs of all makes and models 
undertaken – tyres, batteries and  

exhausts supplied and fitted 
 

Free collection and delivery in local area 
 

 
29a WESTERN AVENUE, WOODLEY RG5 3BJ 

0118  969 6717   hcmotors@talktalkbusiness.net 

 
Taking time to care. 

 

 

Taking time to care.
Home based companionship care services in 
Berkshire and Oxfordshire with a difference.

For more information please contact Melanie Meads 
0118 902 3914

Melanie.Meads@Q1Care.co.uk

25-27 Queen Victoria Street, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 1SY 
www.Q1Care.co.uk

   
 

Physiotherapy 

www.fitandable.co.uk
 

 
 

 12/09/2014   17:28 
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YOUR DIARY OF PARISH EVENTS
Christmas Fayre Sat 6 December, Sonning CoE School - sonningschoolpta@hotmail.com
Art Exhibition Sun 7 December, Charvil Village Hall - Charvil Art Group
Christmas Dinner Dance £25. Sat 13 December, Sonning Club - 969 3939
Boxing Day Walk Free. Starts & ends at Charvil Village Hall, 10am

2015
Village Quiz £6-£7. Sat 24 January, Charvil Village Hall 7.45pm - 934 5524
Parish Pub Skittles Night Sat 7 February, Jack O’ Newbury 961 1188
Skittles Night £5-£6. Sat 21 February, Charvil Village Hall, 7.45pm - 934 1582
Senior Citizens Concert Tea Free. Sat 28 March, Charvil Village Hall - 934 5260
Golf Day for St Andrew’s New Hall, Fri 17 April, Sonning Golf Club - 969 2428
Charvil Village Fete Sat 13 June, Charvil Village Hall - clare@charvilfete.org.uk

A five week folk singing course is to 
be held in Charvil in the New Year 
led by local music teacher and choir 
director, Suzanne Newman.
Entitled A Tapestry of Folk Songs from 
the British Isles - a medley of folk songs 
arranged for Sopranos (higher-end), 
Sopranos (lower-end), and Altos choir, 
it will be held in Charvil Village 
Hall strating on 12 January The 
course costs £30, including music. 
Only 20 places are available so 
contact Suzanne asap on 934 0589 or 
suzanneynewman@btinternet.com

Learn to sing folk 

The Sonning Parish Council website 
makeover has been completed and it 
is now online.

During the past year the council’s 
web team has worked with local IT 
expert, Jeremy Gilmore, to upgrade 
the old website. It is now packed with 
up-to-the-minute information, news, 
views and ‘all things Sonning’.

As well as information about the 
workings of Sonning Parish Council, 
it includes information about the 
village’s history, amenities and 
facilities, details of local groups, 
organisations and upcoming events.

 Sonning Parish Council thanks 
all who have helped provide the 
information and would like to 
hear from local groups and others 
organising community events who 
would like their contact details added 
to the relevant pages. It is hoped that 
the website will become a well-used 
and valued community resource.

For more information please 
contact Lesley Bates, clerk to the 
council, at clerk@sonning-pc.gov.uk

www.sonning-pc.gov.uk

New website up 
and running

The Sonning and Warren Branch of 
the Conservatives will be holding its 
winter drinks party on Saturday 17 
January, 12-2pm, by kind permission 
of Mr and Mrs Tom Barker at The 
Warren Cottage, Warren Road, 
Woodley, RG5 3AR. Tickets cost £10 
from Lesley Barker on 969 8521. 

Winter drinks party

As part of a special Remembrance 
week Sonning CoE School pupils, 
staff and parents went to a 
service at St Andrew’s Church 
on 11 November for an act of 
Remembrance. 

During the week, each class took 
part in a First World War workshop 
and the year 6 children enjoyed a 
visit to Dunsden to see the Wilfred 
Owen exhibition. 

Year 1 is now busy preparing their 
nativity which is to be the main part 
of the school’s carol service. 

Plans are now well underway to 
celebrate the school’s 50th birthday 
at the end of May next year. It 
is hoped that past pupils, staff, 
governors and parents will drop into 
a special event on the afternoon 
and early evening of 21 May to meet 
past friends and look at memorabilia 
from the past 50 years. Keep an eye 
on the school’s website which will 
be updated with more information 
about this special celebration. 

Children due to start school 
in the next academic year should 
have received information in mid 
November about the applications 
process. If not, please contact the 
admissions team at Wokingham. 

The next open morning for 
September 2015 admissions takes 
place at 9.30am on Wednesday 3 
December. Please call Amanda Carne, 
969 3399, the school’s admissions 
clerk, if you would like to attend.  

Sonning School 
remembered

Places are still available at Charvil 
Pre-School for children aged 2½ to 5 
years old. Based at Jubilee Hall, the 
Pre-School provides a safe, friendly 
and stimulating environment 
for young children led by highly 
experienced and caring staff. 

Charvil Pre-School is fully 
government funded: no top up fees 
are required for eligible children.  

‘Stay and play’ taster sessions are 
offered every month, the next one 
is on 11 December. Visits can also be 
arranged: call Carole on 934 3499.

No room at the inn? 
- there is in Charvil 

Ride and stride
Congratulations to Kathleen 
Cosnett, a member of St Andrew’s 
choir, who took part in a ride and 
stride challenge by walking around 
churches in Wokingham to raise 
£206 for charity. She gave half to 
the Berkshire Churches Trust and 
the other half to St Andrew’s for the 
new hall appeal. Kathleen thanks 
all who sponsored her. 
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1-2 The Parade
Coppice Road

Woodley
RG5 3RB

Richard Lloyd Funeral Services
Independent Funeral Director

24 Hr Telephone: 0118 969 3033

www.readingfunerals.co.uk
enquiries@readingfunerals.co.uk

Telephone or visit Joan or Richard for free,
no-obligation advice at any time. 

Family-owned, Independent
Funeral Director

and Monumental Mason
serving all areas 
in and around 

Sonning and Charvil
Joan Watton

Funeral Director
Dr Richard Lloyd

Proprietor

• Traditional funerals; also horse-drawn hearses, motor-cycle hearse, 
designer coffins and environmentally friendly funerals, including 
wicker, bamboo and pine coffins, as well as woodland burials.

• Personal attention and no-obligation visits made by us
in the comfort of your own home, or in our office in Woodley.

• Golden Charter and Age UK pre-payment Funeral Plans and advice.

 

Visit us for 
Fresh ideas and advice 

Quality plants, trees and hedging 
Award winning garden design and  

landscaping 
 

tel: 01189 341757 

www.thebigplantnursery.com 

Time to plant for privacy 
and year round colour 

The Big Plant Nursery, Wargrave Rd, Twyford,  
Reading, Berkshire RG10 9PN  
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  THE JUBILEE HALL 
CHARVIL

Available for community groups 
and private hire

St Andrew’s owns an excellent hall 
complex in Park View Drive North, 
Charvil. It has a number of regular 

users and is also available for ad-hoc 
bookings. The hall can seat 80 in a 
theatre style. It  has a stage, a well-

equipped kitchen and an annexe. More 

details at:

www.sonningparish.org.uk
or from Raj on 
0795 642 3764 

jubileehallcharvil@gmail.com

Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

Then you might like to discuss the 
possibility of getting married in our 
ancient and beautiful parish church. 

If so, call the vicar, Jamie 
0118 969 3298

He will be pleased to help you!

Planning a wedding for 2015?

THE CHURCH OF ST ANDREW SERVING
CHARVIL, SONNING AND SONNING EYE

In addition to the stunning and historic location in Sonning, we will work 
hard to provide you with a memorable and moving occasion. We can 

provide a choir, organ, peal of eight bells, beautiful flowers, over 100 lit 
candles set in our ornate Victorian chandeliers and the use of our beautiful 

churchyard as a backdrop for your photographs. 

Monday 1 December 1.30pm
Lunchtime music recital in the 
Buttery - featuring Year 8 musicians
Friday 5 December 6.30pm
Christmas Cracker in the Buttery – 
featuring the junior public speakers
Tuesday 9 December 1.30pm
Lunchtime music recital in the 
Buttery – featuring the junior 
musicians
Admission is free for all the events.
Contact: Marjie Thorne 0118 933 5828

Free words and music 
at Reading Blue Coat 
School

Work is underway to prepare for 
the installation of the group’s 
new storage unit which is being 
bought with money donated by the 
Scarecrow Trail fund and also from 
money raised by the raffle of an 
original picture donated by Jenny 
Whalley. 

The group is thankful to members 
and their spouses, and especially 
Andy Bell the chairman’s husband, 

Sonning Art Group looking forward to 2015

for their  hard work in preparing the 
site .

The group is not meeting during 
December to paint although it does 
have some social events. It will meet 
again in Pearson Hall on 2 January 
at 1pm and the AGM will be at the 
meeting on 9 January. 

If your New Year’s resolutions 
include doing something creative 
why not go along in January?

Liz Baldin with some of the pictures painted at her latest tutorial for Sonning Art Group

After a busy and productive year Sonning Art Group is looking forward to the 
coming year.
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Local Trades and Services

CLARK BICKNELL LTD 
Qualified Plumbing and Heating Engineers Gas Safe 

25 years experience - local family run company 
Call Office: 0118 961 8784  -  Paul: 0776 887 4440

eMail: paul@clarkbicknell.co.uk

POWER CARS OF WOODLEY
Family run business - established 1945

Experienced male & female drivers - Large licensed cars
Reasonably priced local and long distance work undertaken

0118 969 3066  eMail: paddypower30@hotmail.com

PORTMAN GARDENS   Design - Construct - Maintain  
Garden Features, Patios, Ponds, Pergolas, Fencing

Unit 2, 6 Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA
T: 0118 959 1796  M: 0778 577 2263

 eMail martyncollins@portmanpm.com

WATER SOFTENER SALT - Free Local Delivery 
25kg Tablet/Granular £8.99 - Harvey Block Salt 2x4kg £5.50

salt-deliveries-online.com      sales@salt-deliveries online.com 
M: 0778 577 2263 - T: 0118 959 1796

Unit 2, 6 Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA

Please mention The Parish Magazine when contacting our advertisers

AMB LANDSCAPES
Local business providing Garden Landscaping & Maintenance

Services include Paving, Fencing, Decking and Planting 
Contact Alex for a FREE quotation 0777 543 9086 

or visit www.amblandscapes.com

FURNESS CONSULTANCY 
Experienced Accountant 

Bookkeeping, Incomplete records, Accounts preparation
T: 0118 969 7003  M: 0752 681 6741

alanfurness94@btinternet.com

ELECTRIC NICK
Domestic and Commercial Electrical Services 

Qualified, Part P registered, 15 years experience
M: 07584 294986  T: 0118 375 1153

electricnick@live.com

GUTTER CLEANING & GUTTER BRUSH FITTING
We can clean your gutters and fit the revolutionary
Gutter Brush along the full length of your gutters.

No more blockages caused by leaves and moss!
Contact Simon: 0776 665 4189 or 01628 314485

MC CLEANING
We are a family business with excellent references

and we are fully insured
All cleaning materials provided

For free quote call:  Maria 0779 902 7901

A S BUILDING
Kitchens – Bathrooms – Plumbing - Decoration 
Small building works undertaken.  Fully insured 
T: Andrew on 01189 420651  M: 07788 780 470

as.building@tiscali.co.uk

Home & Garden Services

ALL BUILDS (Berkshire) LIMITED 
Extensions - Conversions - Renovations

www.all-builds.co.uk
22 Buccaneer Close, Woodley, RG5 4XP

M: 0778 056 2099   T: 0118 969 9147

Home Business & Computing

HEALTHY FEET -  HAPPY FEET
Treatments include: nail trimming, hard skin removal, corns, 

diabetic foot, ingrown toe nails & verruca  
07526 438361 

www.healthyfeethappyfeet.co.uk
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ALL AERIALS - a local business based in Sonning 
TV - FM - DAB aerials etc. Sky dishes installed

Communal premises IRS systems. Extra TV points
FREE ESTIMATES - ALL WORK GUARANTEED

0118 944 0000

THE WINDOW CLEANER
Waterfed Telescopic Pole System, Filtered Water
Guaranteeing a Crystal Clear non smear finish

Call Mike on 07967 004426 for a free quote
or email: thewindowcleaner1@googlemail.com

TO ADVERTISE ON THIS PAGE
classified@theparishmagazine.co.uk

0118 969 3282

PHOENIX PHYSIOTHERAPY LTD (Sonning)
Helen Stewart, Grad Dip Phys, MCSP, HCPC Regd.

Home visits, rehabilitation, mobility, stroke, MS, 
orthopaedics, assessment and treatments

T: 0770 411 0897  helen@phoenixphysiotherapy.co.uk

CALLAGHAN CARPETS
Commercial and Domestic Carpets, Flooring and 

Laminate specialists – 38 years experience
email: callaghancarpets@btinternet.com

Telephone: 0118 962 8527    Mobile: 07792 239474

WOODLEY GARDENS
Garden care and green waste disposal
Fully insured, Licensed waste carrier

www.woodleygardens.co.uk
Telephone: 0118 336 2464

Health Care Services

Business Services

Taxis and Car Hire
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St Andrew’s Church
— St Andrew’s Sunday Club, Marie Simpkins 0779 521 6492
— Jubilee Hall, Charvil Bookings, Raj 0795 642 3764
— St Andrew’s Bell Ringers, Pam Elliston 969 5967
— Friends of St Andrew’s Church, Wendy Williams 969 6609
Arts & Crafts
— Charvil Art Club, Julie Bennett 934 5059
— Sonning Art Group, Sue Bell 969 6924
— Sonning Book Club, Anne Webster 944 0699
— Sonning Flower Club, Sharon Robinson 969 0748
Children & Young People
— Sonning Scouts,  group@sonningscouts.co.uk
      Group Scout  Leader, Wendy Cherry 926 2363 
      Assistant Group Scout Leader, Mike Watts 962 8388 
      Scout Leader, Mike Moore  934 4478 
      Cub Leader, Lucy Spencer 07545 042668 
      Beaver Leader, Lucy Spencer 07545 042668 
— Charvil Brownies, Claire Howells 934 5372
— Charvil Caterpillar Club, Alison Waters 934 3723
— Charvil Guides, Ruth Hulley 969 9431
— Chernobyl Children’s Link, Shirley Chard 969 8086
— Sonning & Charvil Baby Sitting Group, Geraldine Hearn  934 1071
— Sonning Baby & Toddler Group, Miranda Aston 966 5352
— Sonning Brownies, Carrie Apps sonning1stbrownies@yahoo.com
— Sonning Guides, Polly Jukes 0790 571 2071
Councillors
— Charvil Parish Council, Miranda Parker 901 7719
— Sonning Parish Council, Lesley Bates 969 7753
— Eye & Dunsden Parish Council, David Woodward 969 3633
Local Borough & County Council Councillors
— Kate Haines - Coronation, 0771 363 7029
— Mike Haines - Sonning & Warren, 967 2879
— Nick Ray - Charvil, 934 5892
— Malcolm Leonard - Eye & Dunsden mandeleonard@waitrose.com
Political Associations
— Charvil Branch Conservatives, Emma Hobbs 934 0528
— Sonning & Warren Conservatives, Peter van Went 969 3635
— Sonning Liberal Democrats, Colin Lawley 961 8536
Schools
— Charvil Preschool Playgroup, Sally Richards 932 1273
— Charvil Piggott Primary School, Jeanette Winsor 932 0033                                                                                             
— Sonning CE Primary School, Lesley Green 969 3399
— Sonning CE Primary School PTA, Vicki Emmett 0791 617 7529
Social
— Charvil Senior Residents Club, Julie Bennett 934 505
— Charvil Women’s Club, Shirley Newman 934 0589
— Inner Wheel Club of Reading Maiden Erlegh, Hilary Tindall 969 6926
— Monday Club, Ken Trimmings 969 1072
— Reading East Probus Club, Mike Butler 0778 943 5030
— Rotary Club of Loddon Vale, Richard Ward 966 9348
— Rotary Club of Reading Maiden Erlegh, Janette Crouch 0777 310 4430
— Sonning British Legion, Shaun Sheppard 927 2879
— Sonning Club, Chris Way 969 3939
— Sonning Glebe WI (Eve Mtgs), Doreen Moulsley 961 8829
— Sonning RNLI, David Bates 969 7753
— Sonning Twinning Association, Beth Dixon 969 2335
Sport
— Badminton, Pat Pardoe 934 5643
— Charvil Community Tennis, Carl  0744 793 4700
— Redingensians RAMS, Jason 0788 128 8900
— Short Mat Bowling, Shirley Newman 0118 934 0589
— Sonning Cricket Club, Gary Phillips 0750 033 6879
— Sonning Football Club, Tony 956 6536
— Sonning Lawn Tennis Club, Romy 969 5845
— Sonning Table Tennis Club, Robert Moxon 989 4795
Song & Dance
— Bel Canto Chorus, Denise Walker 0797 375 2727
— Charvil Voices, Suzanne Newman 934 0589
— Jewel Tones, Suzanne Newman 934 0589
— Steps ‘n’ Stetsons, Line Dance Group Julie Myers 961 8450
Village Life
— Charvil Village Fete, Clare Tucker 934 9926
— Charvil Village Society, David 932 1173
— Friend’s of Ali’s Pond, Ali Driver 969 2698
— Pearson Hall Bookings, Jenny Adams 969 7692
— Sonning & Sonning Eye Society, Andy Bell 969 6924
— Sonning Beech Lodge Bookings, Tim Pascall 969 6935
— Sonning Charvil & Hurst NAG, Bob Hulley 969 9431
— Sonning Neighbourhood Watch, Jan Fielder 969 3226
— Sonning Village Show, Heather Hine  969 8653

Local organisations Volunteers

Drivers for Age Concern Twford and District
Volunteer drivers with own cars required to take 
elderly residents between their homes and Age 
Concern’s Twyford centre on weekday mornings and 
afternoons. A total of about 1½ hours of your time is 
required. Mileage will be paid.
Gordon Holmes 0118 934 4040 

Charvil Senior Residents Club
Able-bodied volunteer to assist elderley residents 
during their fortnightly Tuesday afternoon meetings 
held in Jubilee Hall. 
0118 934 5059

Charvil Pre-school
Is looking for volunteers to help them fund raise. The 
preschool is a charity that relies heavily on donations. 
0791 753 6488

Girlguiding Bulmershe Division
Over 100 girls are waiting to join local guiding 
units but can’t because there are not enough adult 
volunteers. There are many different roles volunteers 
can perform.
girlguidingbulmershe.btck.co.uk/AdultVolunteers

St Andrew’s Bell Ringers
Help continue a very English tradition of bell ringing 
by volunteering as a ringer. It’s a gentle, social 
excercise that everyone, young and old, male and 
female, can enjoy. You will be trained by experts, all 
you need is a sense of rhythm!
0118 926 7724

Sunrise Senior Living
If you have a talent to share or a hobby or interest to 
talk about, Sunrise Senior Living is always pleased to 
welcome volunteers to entertain its residents.
Georgina Williams: 0118 944 4300

Twyford Volunteer Drivers
Volunteer drivers needed to help transport the elderly 
and/or sick people to local hospitals and surgeries and 
other medically related appointments. Drivers use 
their own cars.
0118 934 3010

Looking for volunteers? Let us know and we will 
publish your request here for free!

We are better givers than receivers
The Christmas story – the one according to Luke, 
not Dickens – is not about how blessed it is to 
be givers but about how essential it is to see 
ourselves as receivers. 
— William Willimon, theologian and author
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Want to 
change the 
look of your 
floors?
Look no further.  
Wentworth textiles 
is a residential and 
commercial carpet 
and flooring  

company with a distinguished 
reputation of nearly 50 years. 

We can provide samples of any  
flooring, offer a fitting and installation 
service. We also provide rugs, be they 
hand-tufted or sheepskin and in any size.

For further information, please  
contact www.wentworthtextiles.com 
or call 0118 958 2166 or email  
pa.roper@btinternet.com

Wentworth textiles
The home of your carpet and flooring solutions
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CANON TREE CARE
EXPERIENCED  QUALIFIED  INSURED

In association with TAKA ISHII  Green Garden Design (Japan)            

OFFICE - MON-FRI 8.45-5.30: 
READING 0845 034 0962
OUT OF OFFICE HOURS: 

MOBILE 0779 931 5661
CTC.Julian@yahoo.co.uk

•	 Pruning,	Felling	&	Planting		
•	 Reductions,	Thinning	&	Dead	Wooding	
•		Dangerous	Trees	Saved	&	Made	Safe
•		Modern	Noninvasive	Cable	Bracing
•		Stump	Grinding	&	Removal
•		Tree	Problem	Diagnosis
•	Japanese	Ornamental		
				Tree	Pruning	 READING

WINDSOR

MAIDENHEAD

BRACKNELL

SONNING
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Our plan is to run the sessions 
every couple of weeks during 
the football season when we will 
establish a squad of players and also 
recruit some coaches from among the 
parents to take the team forward.’ 

AFC Charvil’s main location is 
King George’s Field, Sonning, but 
they also use the grounds at East 
Park Farm, Charvil and St Patrick’s 
Field, Charvil.

There’s more about AFC Charvil on 
atpitchero.com/clubs/afccharvil/ and if  
you would like your son or daughter 
to be involved in the U6 new team, 
or if you would like to play a part in 
running it, email Mark on:  

mark.dobson@cl-uk.com

AFC Charvil is our local youth football club providing access to league football 
for boys and girls of all ages. Every year it establishes an under 6 development 
squad for boys and girls to prepare them for league football when they are 7 
years old. 

Mark Dobson, chairman of AFC Charvil, said: ‘I would like to invite any 
children interested from year 1 to join our training sessions. We will train for 
an hour covering the basics of football and hopefully have a lot of fun. 

Entry forms and more details:  
Martin Boyles on 0118 969 2428 
standrews.sonning@btinternet.com

Sonning Parish Golf Day 
17 April 2015

Sonning Golf Club

Sonning Parish Golf Day is organised by the St Andrew’s Church Hall Appeal fund raising committee.
Patrons: The Rt Hon Theresa May MP and Mr Philip May                             Registered Charity: 1130763

18 holes at one of the South of England’s best courses!
Teams of four players — entry only £225 per team!
Great team and individual prizes to be won!
Coffee, bacon butty and three course dinner! 
Additional dinner tickets 
available at £26.50 each! 

St Andrew’s New Hall Appeal Committee invites you to the ...

SHOTGUN START                                                            
1.30pm!

The sports page
Is your son or daughter 
in year 1, and wants to 
join a football team?

The AFC Charvil Under 6 development squad is now looking for young 
boys and girls with a love of football to sign up. The club, which has well 
established squads for U7, U8, U9, U1o, U11, U12 girls, U13, U14 girls, and 
U16, is once again offering its expertise to the under sixes.

Saturday 7 February 2015
Jack O’ Newbury

Skittle Alley, Binfield, RG42 5PH
7.30pm

£10.50 includes a Meal

CALL 0118 961 1188 FOR TICKETS

Pa
ri

sh
 Skittles Night! 

TICKET DEADLINE: SUNDAY 1 FEBRUARY 2015

St Andrew’s Church Social Committee presents a ...

Stuart Bowman, pictured above, 
on his first successful solo swim of 
the English Channel last August 
has booked his next attempt - the 
first neap tide of August 2018. But 
this time he is going twice as far by 
swimming back again. Last time he 
raised £1,000 for our new community 
hall. Hopefully it will be built by 
2018 so Stuart will probably need a 
different good cause to swim for!

Stu books the double!
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Luckley House School, Wokingham
T: 0118 978 4175 E: Registrar@luckleyhouseschool.org

W: www.luckleyhouseschool.org

WELCOMING BOYS FROM SEPTEMBER 2015

The ONLY small all-round Christian 
coeducational senior school in Berkshire

B O O K  N OW FO R  C H R I ST M A S

 Festive Lunch & Dinner throughout December   FROM £19.95

 Dance away to a Party Night £38.50

 Christmas Day Lunch £62.00

 Family Boxing Day Lunch £24.95

 Delicious New Year’s Eve Dinner £69.00

Thames Street, Sonning-on-Thames, Berkshire RG4 6UT  |   sales@greathouseatsonning.co.uk  |  www.greathouseatsonning.co.uk

G R E A T  P A R T I E S  A T  T H E  G R E A T  H O U S E

Drop in or call 
0118 9692277
to book a table
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The health & beauty page
Dr Simon Ruffle writes ...

By Janette Hammond

For urgent medical advice 
between 6.30pm and 8am, 
and at weekends call ... 111

As we enter the festive season I thought I’d take a side 
ways look at the medical issues relating to the Christmas 
nativity scene. The main medical issues being the close 
contacts of the animals.

Diseases that cross between animals to humans are 
known as zoonoses. They started to appear in humans 
as we domesticated animals and lived cheek by jowl with 
them. 

Viruses such as measles was an animal disease that 
crossed from pigs to humans. Other viruses more famously  
- or infamously - such as rabies, HIV, bird flu, swine flu and 
ebola all crossed over.

Fortunately these incidences are rare but more 
commonly for people who work with animals are Listeria, 
Salmonella and Campylobacter.

Fungal infections also transfer causing skin rashes. 
Protazoa also cause issues with sickness and diarrhoea - 
giadiasis and cryptosporidiosis being the most common.

Fortunately for most humans in the western world 
good hygiene and nutrition has left us with strong immune 
systems to deal with these diseases and modern medicine 
can also help when nature is not enough.

The Holy Family in the scene were sheltered and warm. 
The story continues when the three Magi arrive in January 
carrying gifts that all have medical purposes which I will 
mention in the next issue of this magazine.

I wish you a very happy and healthy Christmas and New 
Year.

— Use an emery board to shape nails, filing in one 
direction towards the tip. Do not ‘saw’.
— Soften cuticles with cuticle oil/cream and gently ease 
back.
— For ridged nails, using a nail buffer can help but use 
cautiously. Not too firmly or too often.
— Always use a base coat before applying colour – it 
provides a barrier between the colour and the nail 
helping to prevent discolouration. Base coats can also 
help with nail problems, for example, dry, brittle nails or 
ridged nails.
— Try to apply the nail colour across the edge of the nail 
to seal the nail and help the colour to last longer. Two 
coats of colour will add extra depth.
— Allow a few minutes for the colour to dry. Use a top 
coat to add extra shine and protection. Again, cover the 
edge of the nails to seal.

To help the polish last longer:
— Always hold your hands as if your nails are still wet, 
helping you to treat your nails with more care.
— Massage cuticle oil into the base of your nails every 
day, keeping the area moisturised, stimulating the 
circulation and promoting healthier nails.

Wishing you all an enjoyable Christmas! 

Top tips for those perfect 
Christmas party nails

a small minority of us ‘dressed up’ in any way. 
These were the findings of M&S, who also report 
that nearly half of us dig out ‘novelty items’, such 
as Christmas tree or reindeer jumpers, to wear on 
the big day. Those Christmassy novelty items may 
as well be worn at Christmas – 65% of us get rid of 
them soon afterwards.

What will you wear 
on Christmas Day?
Last year, it seems that more 
than a quarter of us spent the 
day in our pyjamas, while only 
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If you have turkey for Christmas dinner then you are 
sure to have some leftovers for this!

Turkey and Apricot Crumble    Serves 4
For the filling
— 2 teaspoons sunflower oil
— 350g (12oz) cooked turkey, cubed
— 2 large leeks, sliced
— 2 tablespoons plain flour
— 300ml (½ pint) chicken stock
— 150 ml (¼ pint) cider
— 8-10 ready to eat moist packed apricots (halved)
— ½ teaspoon dried, thyme
— salt & freshly ground black pepper

For the crumble
— 140g (5oz) plain flour
— 2½ tablespoons sesame seeds, toasted
— 70g (2½oz) butter or margarine
— 1 teaspoon dried thyme
— ½ teaspoon dried sage
— 1½ teaspoons snipped fresh chives 

Method
Preheat the oven to Gas Mark 5/1900C/3750F.

Heat the oil in a saucepan, add the leeks and fry gently 
for 10 minutes until softened.

Stir in the turkey, sprinkle on the flour and cook gently 
for one minute. Gradually blend in the stock and the cider, 
stirring continuously until the sauce thickens.

Stir in the apricots and thyme, season with salt and 
pepper. Put into a 1.2 litre (2 pint) casserole dish.

To make the crumble sift the flour into a large mixing 
bowl, stir in the toasted sesame seeds and add a pinch 
of salt. Rub in the butter/margarine until the mixture 
resembles fine breadcrumbs. Mix in the herbs.

Sprinkle the crumble topping over the turkey and cook 
for 25-30 minutes until golden brown.

Serve with carrots and green beans.

The home & garden page
December in the garden

For ERHS membership: erhs@hotmail.co.uk or erhs.org.uk

Recipe of the month
— Tidy borders. Soggy, brown, collapsed plants are an 
eyesore and deserve nothing better than cutting back and 
a decent burial on the compost heap. Cut down herbaceous 
stems and clear the tatty remains of annuals, but leave a 
little cover of the perennials that fade relatively elegantly, 
sedum, astilbes and grasses for example. They will provide 
winter interest as well as much needed wildlife shelter - 
ladybirds especially appreciate winter quarters and will 
repay your hospitality by disposing of aphids in industrial 
quantities next year. Leaving sodden debris and fallen 
leaves only encourages pests and disease.
— Clean the greenhouse. Clear out the greenhouse, 
wash pots and trays, clean, mend and oil tools. Cleaning 
your greenhouse thoroughly will prevent pests from 
hibernating. Wash the windows inside and out to allow 
maximum light in over the winter and scrub benches, 
fixtures and glazing bars with disinfectant, making sure 
you hose the whole place down really well. For really 
effective pest elimination, fumigate. Move all plants 
outside, shut the windows, light a sulphur candle in the 
middle of the floor, (retreat at speed!), shut the door and 
wait until the smoke and fumes have completely dispersed 
several hours later. It should now be pest free!
— Drain and lag. Save untold irritation and expense by 
draining and lagging standpipes, outdoor taps, irrigation 
lines and water pumps in advance of sudden hard frosts.
— Prepare soil for next year. For beds that lie bare in 
winter, carry on with the winter digging when possible. 
Use compost, manure, and leaf mould to replace the 
goodness in it. It can be left in a rough state over the 
winter when the elements will break the clods down, 
making spring planting much easier. For textbook soil 
improvement, you add a layer of organic matter and dig it 
in so it is buried below the surface or just mulch the bed 
and leave it to the worms!
— Planting. Plant bare-rooted trees, shrubs, hedging, 
roses, fruit trees and bushes. Soak the roots in water for 
an hour first and protect against frost and wind.
 — Rake fallen leaves. Fallen leaves prevent light and 
air getting to plants and lawns and are heaven for slugs, 
snails and an array of fungal diseases. However, don’t 
waste them - given time they will decompose into rich 
leaf mould - aka ‘nature’s soil conditioner of choice’! Put 
them in a simple frame made of chicken wire or wood 
or black bin liners spiked with air holes and dampen the 
leaves first should they be dry. Leaf mould takes about a 
year to mature (two for oak leaves) and makes a great top 
dressing for woodland plants such as rhododendrons and 
is an excellent and free homegrown substitute for peat. 
Don’t be tempted to use rose leaves, which can easily carry 
infection, or evergreens, which take too long to rot down.

Children today may be technologically advanced, but as 
a Mintel consumer analyst explains: ‘Children are often 
behind in terms of basic household skills, such as cooking, 
cleaning, mending and simple home improvements. 
However, grandparents are stepping in and supporting 
their grandchildren’s development.’ 

Get granny to teach the kids to bake



The arts page 35

The arts page 

Book reviews

‘I can’t wait for Christmas. I count the days, hours and even 
minutes. And when it comes a tingly feeling comes all over 
me.’ Those are some words of a little boy called Iain Whittaker, 
and they remind us how Christmas is particularly the time for 
children and families.

Children, somehow, in their innocence and enthusiasm, capture 
the mystery and the excitement of the season. It is the theme 
of The Feast of St Nicholas by Jan Steen who was born in Leyden 
in 1626, the son of a Roman Catholic brewer. Jan Steen worked 
as a brewer and innkeeper, but that never detracted from the 
great output of paintings he produced up to his death in 1679. 

The Feast of Saint Nicholas 
painted by Jan Steen
By Rev Michael Burgess

This delightful keepsake book tells 
the gospel story of the nativity 
simply and faithfully, to evoke all the 
wonder of Christmas night. Author 
Sophie Piper is much respected for 
her charming retellings of Bible 
stories. In this book her lyrical 
text combines with soft pastel 
illustrations by Sophy Williams 
to produce a book that is full of 
colour and warmth, and evocative 
Christmas cheer.

The Child of Christmas
By Sophie Piper and Sophy Williams, 
Candle, £4.99

If you are hurtling through life, 
pouring energy, money and time 
into things that may not matter in 
the end – and you want to stop – 
then this book is for you. It will help 
you find the space to discover what 
really matters to you – and how to 
integrate it more fully into your daily 
routine, so you can live life to the 
fullest extent possible.This might 
involve challenging the beliefs that 
hold you back. 

What Matters Most
By Brian Draper,                
LionHudson, £7.99

He excelled in telling a story through 
his canvases, and this painting is one 
of six he produced on the popular 
Dutch feast of St Nicholas. It is 
celebrated on 6 December and the 
traditions and customs have changed 
little over the years. During the night 
before, St Nicholas rides across the 

rooftops on his white horse with 
his faithful servant, dropping gifts 
and sweets down the chimneys into 
waiting shoes. The horse enjoys 
the carrots and hay left out in each 
household. If some children have not 
been good, then a birch rod awaits 

them in their shoes when they wake 
up the following day.

That morning scene is the theme 
of this painting of 1663. The family 
has gathered to see what treats have 
been left, and Jan Steen may have 
portrayed his own family as we know 
he had six children. The little girl has 
received a doll and enough sweets 
to fill a pail. Two boys on the right 
are looking up the chimney, and 
one holds the baby who is clutching 
a gingerbread St Nicholas. The boy 
stood by his mother is pointing a 
finger at his crying brother, while the 
maid has the birch switch left in his 
shoe. Tears and sadness threaten to 
dampen the happiness of everyone 
else. And then we spy at the back of 
the room grandmother beckoning to 
the crying boy. She will find him a 
treat behind the curtains to brighten 
his day after all.

Presents and sweets bring 
happiness to all the family on this 
feast of St Nicholas as they do on 
Christmas Day. The generosity 
of giving and sharing is caught 
beautifully by Jan Steen. As we look 
on, we suddenly focus on that little 
doll held by the girl. It is St John the 
Baptist – the forerunner of Jesus. 
Our thoughts go from this family to 
the Holy Family, and to the birth of 
the babe of Bethlehem who brightens 
up our lives and homes in the long 
dark nights of December.
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Inglewood Day  
Nursery and Preschool
Offering ‘Outstanding’ high-quality  
childcare for ages 3 months – 5years

Sonning Lane • Sonning • RG4 6ST
email: Inglewood@brighthorizons.com 
tel: 01189 448338 

www.brighthorizons.co.uk
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Institute of Kitchen, Bathroom
& Bedroom Installers

Official Member

SUPPLY  -   DESIGN   -  INSTALLATION

       0118 9474744        01491 244244       07973 533903
E: gdevansinteriors@yahoo.com     W: www.gdevansinteriors.com

Reading Henley Mobile
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STEP 2. You will need an orange, a 
sharp knife and some cooking oil.

Lighten up at Christmas 
with an orange oil lamp

!!!! VERY IMPORTANT WARNING !!!!
YOU MUST ASK AN ADULT TO HELP IF YOU ARE 

NOT OLD ENOUGH TO USE A SHARP KNIFE!

STEP 3. Cut just through the peel all 
the way round the orange.

STEP 1. Read all the instructions 
first and get permission from a 
responsible adult. You don’t want to 
hurt yourself and spoil Christmas!

START 
HERE

STEP 4. Gently push your finger 
under the peel to loosen the skin.

STEP 5. Pull orange apart keeping 
the centre core attached to one part.

CENTRE CORE

STEP 6. Pour oil into the part that 
has the centre core, soaking the core.

STEP 7. Remove and eat the flesh 
from the other part. Cut a star in it.

STEP 8. Light the core with a gas 
lighter - this might take some time.

STEP 9. Put the star lid on top. Your 
lamp could burn for up to six hours.

















START 
HERE

Lighten up at Christmas 
with an orange oil lamp

Just as we were finishing this issue of The Parish Magazine we spotted Santa who 
made a flying visit to meet some of his helpers from the Loddon Vale Rotary Club. 
Santa told us he will soon be touring the area in the evening as he has for the last 
40 years and you might see him during the weekends at Waitrose in Twyford and 
Woodley or Sainsburys in Winnersh. Be good and have a very happy Christmas!

Santa rides again!
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Ministry Team
— The Vicar: Revd Jamie Taylor* 
     The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR 
     revjaft@yahoo.co.uk / 0118 969 3298 
     *Day off Thursday
— Pioneer Minister: Revd Alison Waters* 
     6 Park View Drive South, Charvil, RG10 9QX      
     alwaters@hotmail.co.uk / 0118 934 3723
     *Day off Monday and Tuesday afternoons
— Licensed Lay Minister: Bob Peters 
     26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR 
     bob@sonningparish.org.uk / 0118 961 1188
— Licensed Lay Minister in Training: Jenny Sullivan 
     141 Beech Lane, Earley, RG6 5Qe 
      jenny_sullivan11@hotmail.co.uk / 0118 986 2090
Pastoral Visiting and Prayer Chain
— Mrs Jean Tinson 0118 969 0782
Church Wardens
— Mr Terry Hunt 
     twghunt@btopenworld.com / 0118 934 1062
— Mrs Liz Nelson 
      liz.nelson1@ntlworld.com / 0118 934 4837
Deputy Wardens
— Mrs Molly Woodley  0118 946 3667
— Mr Perry Mills 0118 437 5682
— Mr Mark Sullivan 0118 986 2090
Parish Administrator
— Mrs Sonia Boyles 
     standrews.sonning@btinternet.com / 0118 969 2428
Parochial Church Council
— Secretary: Mrs Shirley Chard  0118 969 8086
— Treasurer: Mr John Scoble 0118 926 5138
Bookings
— St Sarik, Sonning, Mrs Sonia Boyles 0118 969 2428
— Jubilee Hall, Charvil, Raj 0795 642 3764
Director of Music, organist and choirmaster
— music@sonningparish.org.uk
Parish Website:  www.sonningparish.org.uk
The Parish Magazine
— Editor: Bob Peters 
     26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR 
     editor@theparishmagazine.co.uk / 0118 961 1188
— Advertising and Distribution: Gordon Nutbrown 
     advertising@theparishmagazine.co.uk/ 0118 969 3282
— Back issues online: theparishmagazine.co.uk

Parish contacts

 —  The Parish Magazine is produced by St Andrew’s PCC 
and delivered free of charge to every home in Charvil, 
Sonning and Sonning Eye.

 — The Parish Magazine is printed in the United Kingdom 
by Herald Graphics Ltd, Reading RG2 oBZ

 — The Parish Magazine is distributed by Abracadabra 
Leaflet Distribution Ltd, Reading RG7 1AW

 — The Parish Magazine template was designed in 2012 by 
Roger Swindale rogerswindale@hotmail.co.uk and David 
Woodward david@designforprint.org
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Henley Care Agency
Care in your own home

Live in Care / Daily Visits / Respite Care

• Remain in the comfort of your own home.

• Extensive experience in care for the elderly, terminally
ill patients as well as persons recovering from strokes,
operations or suffering from dementia.

• All nurses and carers are fully trained,
insured and CRB checked.

For more information or to arrange a home assessment
call Izabela directly on 07849 897 052

Tel. 01491 842915
Email. info@henleycare.co.uk

CQC Registered Provider 1-341050661
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Sonning. Quality.
Listed in The Times top  
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