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EDITORIAL DEADLINE
Editorial deadline, November issue:
12 noon, Thursday 10 October
FRONT COVER winning picture

Sunset over St Andrew’s Church by
Kate Rennie - see page 7

Services at
St Andrew’s
Harvest Festival
Sunday 6 October
——8.00am Holy Communion
——10.30am Family Service with
special collection for Christian
Aid’s Harvest Appeal
——7.30pm Harvest Supper in
Pearson Hall (no evening
service)
Sunday 13 October

——8.00am Holy Communion
——10.30am Parish Eucharist with
Sunday Club
——6.30pm Evening Prayer with
hymns
Sunday 20 October
——8.00am Holy Communion
——10.30am Family Communion
——6.30pm Choral Evensong
Bible Sunday
Sunday 27 October
——8.00am Holy Communion
——10.30am Parish Eucharist with
Sunday Club
——6.30pm Evening Prayer with
hymns
Every Wednesday
— 8.30am Morning Prayer
— 10.00am Holy Communion in
the St Sarik Room
Monthly at Sunrise of Sonning
MONDAY 7 october
— 11.00am Holy Communion

di a ry dat e s
6 October
— Harvest Supper
2 November
— Friends of St Andrew’s Winter
Fayre
30 November
— St Andrew’s Night Quiz
1 December
— Patronal Festival and Pub 		
Reception
1 February 2014
— Pub Skittles Evening

From the registers
BAPTISMS
— 1 September, Karl Christian 		
Borsberry-Lewis
FUNERALS
— 9 September - Beryl Muir
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Homes for Sale

Haslams Estate Agents are specialists in the Reading area
including Sonning. Call us if you’re thinking of making a property
transaction in 2013...

For Sale

ning
Son

Owned by the vendor’s
family since 1909, an
impressive Grade II
listed family home
with adjoining annexe
accommodation set in
the popular and historic
village of Sonning. Dating
back to the 18th century
the property has been
sympathetically improved
and updated whilst
retaining many of it’s
original period features.

High Street, Sonning

Price Guide £1,795,000

• Adjoining annex
• High ceilings and
accommodation with
period features
garaging below
throughout
• Four bedrooms including • Magnificent walled
master with en-suite
gardens

• Adaptable cellar rooms
• Well positioned for
transport links to
London and Heathrow;
EPC Rating: E

0118 960 1000 www.haslams.net
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The Vicar’s letter
De a r fr i en ds,
I recently enjoyed taking our two little girls to Windsor Castle to
have a good look around. The amusement of number two daughter
running up to a bearskinned sentry to ask if he was a goody or
baddy, with resulting giggling from the huge soldier is something
I won’t forget for a while. As we entered the State Apartments I
couldn’t help but notice familiar Victorian architectural touches
that we see in St Andrew’s. As we shuffled along in the queue I
wondered if my esteemed predecessor, Hugh Pearson, had taken
inspiration for all the slightly over the top gothic flourishes which
adorn our church from his time as Deputy Clerk to the Closet of
Queen Victoria and Canon of Windsor. Who knows? As I saw the
bullet which killed Admiral Nelson, a bust of Churchill, walked
through the Waterloo Chamber and witnessed the opulence of the
trappings of Empire from the reign of Victoria, Queen and Empress of India, I was reminded of our
former glories; the days when Britain really did rule the waves.
Fast forward to 2013 and the scene is rather different, especially in light of the House of Commons
vote to prevent military strikes on Syria. I for one was relieved that this happened, in part because of
an acceptance that things have changed from the days of gunboat diplomacy, and that we no longer
have the means to police the world. That is not to say that we no longer care about what is happening
in Syria, which of course all right-thinking people do, rather there is an increasing acknowledgment
that we can’t really do much about the dreadful situation in that country, at least in terms of military
action. I am sure that those in government who have argued for such intervention have done so with
the best of motives, but I really do sense that there has been a shift in what the public is prepared to
go along with in terms of flexing our military muscles, and no doubt this stems in part from the huge
sacrifices made in Iraq and Afghanistan over the last decade or so.
It is never easy to accept a diminished status. Often there is a temptation to carry on as before,
pretending that all is fine and failing to take the necessary decisions to adapt to new realities. I
am sure this has been a temptation for the present prime minister and perhaps some of his recent
predecessors in terms of committing our hugely diminished armed forces to foreign fields of conflict.
Of course it isn’t just international affairs where this syndrome is evident. I believe we see something
similar in certain national organisations. Indeed in our own Church of England I think we are some
way off even beginning to face up to the monumental challenge of the next 20 or 30 years, when
the bishops of tomorrow will finally be forced to deal with the sad reality that we have far too many
buildings, especially in rural areas, and we are just too thinly spread, and that what we once were, an
active presence in every single community in England, is no longer sustainable. The Church of England
will continue, but not in the same form that we have inherited. It seems that, rather like some recent
occupants of Downing Street, there is a reluctance from many of those in authority to accept our
changed status, and so things carry on, just as they were. Unfortunately reality will catch up with our
national church in the not too distant future, but probably after most of today’s leaders have retired.
Locally, we at St Andrew’s remain committed to serving Charvil, Sonning and Sonning Eye, but
we do so in the knowledge that the world has changed, and that we must adapt. We have worked hard
at this in recent years, and it is not always an easy process. We can enjoy our grand old building, and
marvel at those who created its ornate fixtures and fittings, but we must remember that these are an
inheritance from former ages, and that we now operate in a very different environment and need to
adapt accordingly. Our priority is undeniably outreach to our community, and most of our energy and
resources are aimed at this. It is a work in progress, but I am heartened at the openness of our Church
Council to respond creatively over the last five years. Please pray for them in all they do.
Warm wishes,
Jamie
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We know that arranging a funeral
can be stressful and demanding:
five generations of experience we know we will make a difference

CANON TREE CARE
EXPERIENCED QUALIFIED INSURED

Other branches: Wokingham, Bracknell, Thatcham

• Pruning, Felling & Planting
• Reductions, Thinning & Dead Wooding
• Dangerous Trees Saved & Made Safe
• Modern Noninvasive Cable Bracing
• Stump Grinding & Removal
MAIDENHEAD
• Tree Problem Diagnosis
SONNING
WINDSOR
• Japanese Ornamental
READING BRACKNELL
Tree Pruning

Golden Charter

OFFICE - MON-FRI 8.45-5.30:

Reading Head Office
Henley Office

0118 957 3650
01491 413434

Funeral Plans

For information about our funeral
and memorial masonry services:

www.abwalker.co.uk

READING

0845 034 0962

OUT OF OFFICE HOURS:

MOBILE

0779 931 5661

CTC.Julian@yahoo.co.uk

In association with TAKA ISHII Green Garden Design (Japan)

A Brighter Approach to
Senior Living
When it comes to senior care, Sunrise continues to set the standard.
Our expertly trained staff and the high quality personalised care we
offer are changing the way people think about senior living.
Whether it’s assisted living, nursing care or our ground-breaking
Reminiscence neighbourhood bringing comfort to those living with
memory loss, everything we do is born from a commitment to
providing only the very best care to seniors.

Sunrise of Sonning
Please call on 0118 944 4300 for more information.

Snapshot of Sunrise
in Sonning
• Expertly trained,
compassionate staff
• High quality residential
and nursing care
• Leading the way in specialist
dementia care
• Landscaped gardens and
beautiful interiors offering
all the comforts of home
• Five inspiring activities every
day, seven days a week

Sunrise of Sonning, Old Bath Road, Sonning, Berkshire RG4 6TQ

www.sunrise-care.co.uk
ADV_SON_0713_ParishMagazine_01.indd 1

09/07/2013 11:46
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a l l t h e f u n of t h e v i l l age fa i r !
Free games and activities for all kept St Andrew’s stand busy
throughout the afternoon at this year’s Sonning Village Show.
More Village Show news on pages 25 and 35

Revd Alison maternity leave

We are all thrilled that Alison
and Alan have now adopted their
little boy, and we are really looking
forward to welcoming him into our
church family. It is not appropriate
in this publication to say anything
specific about him, much as we
would like to! Alison is now on
statutory maternity leave until at
least January 2014. Please keep
them all in your prayers.

Pictures : Tom Farncombe and Bob Peters

The winners of ‘Beat the clock’ were: child - Ralph Milllar; adult David Lawrence. Winners of ‘What’s my name? were: Tiger called
Seth - Sam Fenny; Teddy called Chloe - Chloe Povey. Winners of
the Secret Shaker: Rebecca Cann and Alice Taylor.

Harvest Festival

Once again we are collecting for
the Christian Aid Harvest Appeal.
Special envelopes will be available
at services on 6 October. Our main
celebration will be at the family
service at 10.30am that day.

Harvest Supper

Tickets for this year’s Harvest
Supper, in Pearson Hall on Sunday 6
October at 7.30pm must be purchased

The front cover image winner is ...
Congratulations to Katie Rennie whose dramatic photograph of a colourful
sunset over St Andrew’s Church won our front cover image competition —
her prize is to have the photograph published on the front of this issue.
Katie, who lives in Sonning, is 14 years old and is a member of the St Andrew’s
junior choir. While she enjoys chess - she helps run a chess club at Abbey
Junior School - plays piano and likes to run, she obviously also has a keen eye
for photography. Well done Katie and thank you all who entered!
Two other images that came in as worthy runners-up were of the
tombstones on the south side of the church taken by Jo Wilkes who has
recently moved from Sonning to New York, and a stone and glass composition
from Sarah Swatridge, also a Sonning resident.

by Sunday 29 September in order for
the catering to be organised. Tickets
are £10 - all proceeds to the Christian
Aid Harvest Appeal. To obtain your
tickets call Sue Peters on 961 1188,
if you already have one please let
her know if you have any dietary
requirements as soon as possible.
Wine or soft drinks will be served
with the meal and additional drinks
can be purchased from the Sonning
Club. And don’t forget to bring a
plate, bowl, mug, knife, fork & spoon!

All Souls service for the faithful
departed
A special service will be held on
3 November at 6.30pm where we
remember our loved ones departed.
All those we have encountered
this past year for funerals have been
invited and their loved ones’ names
will be read out as special candles
are lit. This is also available to any
others who would like to come and
remember someone before God.
Drinks are served after the
service to enable the ministry
team and some pastoral visitors to
circulate and meet people.
If you would like to have a loved
one’s name included please either
email our parish administrator or
add the name to the list in church.

The parish walk

Picture: Jo Wilkes

Picture: Sarah Swatridge

Saturday 19 October: Meet Shiplake
Station, 10.15am. 5 mile walk via the
river and Shiplake College.
Jean Milbourn 926 8035
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From the
organ
bench
By
David
Duvall

This month we’ll do three in one – no
it’s not Trinity Sunday, it’s because
there are three hymns that we
always sing at the Harvest Festival
service which are worth a mention.
Conveniently they’re numbered 482,
483 and 484 in Hymns Ancient and
Modern Revised (AMR).
I can’t imagine a harvest festival
service starting with anything other
than Come, ye thankful people, come.
This was written by Henry Alford
(1810-71), an energetic Dean of
Canterbury Cathedral (where Jamie,
many years later often played the
organ). Alford was a considerable
classical scholar and theologian who
wrote a much-praised commentary
on the New Testament; he died of
overwork, uniquely among 19th
century deans. This triumphant
hymn was much altered by the
perfectionist Alford and also (against
his wishes and for no obvious
reason) by the compilers of the
original Hymns Ancient and Modern.
The glorious tune St George was
composed by Sir George Elvey (181693), organist of St George’s, Windsor.

Another vigorous tune
accompanies We plough the fields and
scatter. Johann Schulz (1747-1800)
managed to move away from his
countrymen’s rather ponderous
chorale tunes and wrote the tune
Wir pflügen for the original German
words Wir pflügen und wir streuen
by Matthias Claudius (1740-1815),
translated rather cleverly in the same
unusual metre by Jane MontgomeryCampbell (1817-78). It’s fun to go up
a key for the final refrain All good
gifts around us ..., and I hope that
the cheerful, thankful people who
gave us the words and tune would
approve.
Finally, To thee, O Lord, our hearts
we raise, inspired by Psalm 65, was
the work of another Victorian,
William Chatterton Dix (1837-98),
who also wrote As with gladness
men of old, but to his credit didn’t
like the rather trite tune that it’s
always sung to. Dix was perhaps
better served by two tunes that fit
To thee, O Lord – both of which are
by Sir Arthur Sullivan. Sullivan is
best known for his collaboration
with William Schwenk Gilbert,
but he wrote a good deal of church
music as well. The tune set in AMR
is called Golden Sheaves; but his more
vigorous one, Bishopgarth, suits this
hymn perfectly, and is often sung at
St Andrew’s to other words as well,
including Reading Blue Coat School’s
commemoration hymn.
I hope we’ll raise the roof with
all three of these at the Harvest
Festival, as well as something more
modern to balance them.

OPEN DOORS
Eritrea is a relatively small and unknown country in Africa but in terms of
persecution for Christian believers it is currently ranked 10 in Open Doors
World Watch
All evangelical churches were closed in 2002 following a government ban on
religious groups other than Orthodox, Catholic, Lutheran and Islam. The
government is very hard on non-traditional Christians, but members of the
Orthodox Church also report on evangelical believers, and Muslim extremists
are ready to take over where the government leaves off. When believers are
discovered they are arrested and held in shipping containers in military camps.
At least 105 Christians were arrested in 2012, and 31 Christians were reported
to have died in prison. We cannot imagine conditions in a metal containerextreme ranges of temperature over 24 hours, lack of space (50-80 adults in 5m
x 2m), lack of fresh air or exercise, sanitation and health care, is it day or night?
Please Pray: for God’s strength for Christians imprisoned in containers; For
spouses and families who are forced to live as refugees in different countries
For worldwide awareness of the plight of Eritrean Christians.
Thank you, Carole Arrowsmith

The Kid’s Club
For kid’s aged 8 years and over the
Kid’s Club is in full swing, meeting
in the Jubilee Hall on Wednesdays
at 5.30pm during term time. It’s free
and as well as a snack and a drink,
the kid’s enjoy games and crafts and
have space to explore the spiritual
side of life. Come along and join in
the fun - you will be very welcome!

Friends of St Andrew’s Church
Sonning Autumn Village Fair
This year’s annual fair is on
Saturday 2 November in Pearson
Hall from 1.30pm until 4pm. There
will be a wide selection of stalls
selling presents including cards,
kitchenware, jewellery, scarves and
bags, gifts for children and other
beautiful gift ideas ... plus range of
fundraising stalls, tombola, raffle
prizes and an opportunity to enjoy
tea and light refreshments.
Contact Sally on 0797 995 4635 or
mustangsallywilson@gmail.com

Charity concert
A Prelude to Christmas concert of
music and carols is being held by
the Reading Central Salvation Army
Band in Waingels College, Woodley
on Wednesday 27 November 2013
at 7.45 p.m. Proceeds will go to
the Macmillan Day Care Centre,
Wokingham and local Rotary
charities. Tickets - £6 including
coffee and mince pies - from
Sonia & Martin Boyles 969 2428
martinsonia@clara.co.uk

For your prayers in October

— Those preparing for confirmation
in the parish
— The St Andrew’s Choir/adults and
juniors
—The people of Syria
— The pupils and staff of Sonning 		
School

B&B WANTED
Rev Colin & Barbara Bass are
seeking B&B accommodation in
Sonning for two ladies between
4-6 July 2014, ideally within
walking distance of the bridge. If
you can help please email them:
colin.bass@lineone.net
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Henley Care Agency
Care in your own home
Live in Care / Daily Visits / Respite Care

• Remain in the comfort of your own home.
• Extensive experience in care for the elderly, terminally
ill patients as well as persons recovering from strokes,
operations or suffering from dementia.
• All nurses and carers are fully trained,
insured and CRB checked.
For more information or to arrange a home assessment
call Izabela directly on 07849 897 052
Tel. 01491 842915
Email. info@henleycare.co.uk
CQC Registered Provider 1-341050661
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The Hicks
Group
Hicks
Developments Ltd
Property Developers

Tel: Reading 0118 969 0595

Hicks
Joinery Ltd

Joinery Manufacturers.
Wood Finishing
Tel: Reading 0118 969 0595

Hicks MOT &
Service Centre
We offer a complete, well equipped,
modern workshop for all your vehicle
servicing or repair needs

WHILE YOU WAIT

MOT TEST
AND SERVICE CENTRE

 Private & Commercial Vehicle Repairs
 Air Conditioning Service
 Free Courtesy Car (subject to availability)

Tel: 0118 944 1808
Open 7.30am 5.30pm (Weekdays)

15 Headley Road, Woodley RG5 4JB

CHRIS THE PLUMBER

I offer a friendly, reliable and punctual service.
Anything from a dripping tap to a full bathroom
refurbishment. No job too small. Radiator valves, power
flushing, CH pumps, shower repairs and replacement.
All general plumbing undertaken and emergency calls.
Contact Chris Duvall free, no obligation quote.

christheplumber75@googlemail.com

0785 095 6354

0118 926 4690

design for print
now, what can we make for you?

Could self-publishing be for you?
Have you a family memoir you would like to share?
An un-published literary or historical manuscript?
A collection of images that would make a perfect
Christmas present? We can design and print short
runs of books for you at surprisingly affordable
prices. Call now for more details.

david@designforprint.org
www.designforprint.org | 0118 969 3633
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Adapting for Growth —
a project update
I’m sure most of you will have heard or read about our exciting plans to erect
a new building adjacent to St Andrew’s Church to support the needs of our
parish as our Sunday Club and congregation numbers are increasing.

From
the
editor’s
desk

Since the PCC voted to pursue this opportunity I have been elected to oversee
and project manage the process of establishing the viability and overall impact
the building will have, considering also, that the piece of land proposed is in a
conservation area and is adjacent to sacred ground. To achieve this I have been
working closely with a planning consultant who is guiding us through the many
stages required prior to making a formal planning application to the council.
We have been discussing and negotiating with numerous specialist
individuals and companies to evaluate their respective suitability and
competitiveness before making formal appointments. Having completed
this early tender process I am pleased to say that we now have an ecologist,
archaeologist, arboriculturalist and architect on board. They have worked with
us for a couple of months ensuring that we plan with a duty of care and due
respect to the church, landscape, wildlife and local parishioners’ needs.
Having concluded the first round of our investigations I’m extremely pleased
to report that we have so far received positive and healthy results. Ecologically,
we’ve considered the habitat of various species; badgers, bats, stag beetles and
the great crested newt although I’m relieved to learn that the newt has not, as
yet, migrated to our part of Sonning. I believe their presence could have stopped
us in our tracks. Other fauna and flora have also been considered.
Archaeological features were found in one of the three trenches dug. The
earliest feature was a ditch containing Iron Age pottery which was cut by three,
intercutting pits of medieval date. A moderate collection of struck flint of
Mesolithic to Bronze Age date was also recovered to indicate earlier prehistoric
activity in the area.
Our arboriculturalist surveyed the site to locate and map all the trees. This
is essential to make sure any construction works don’t have a detrimental effect
on roots and branches etc. If we’re fortunate to progress to the build stage we
will implement a mitigation strategy so that all the trees will be adequately
protected throughout the build program.
The architects have produced some great plans based on an initial briefing
and an introduction to the proposed site. We are adamant that the design sits
harmoniously alongside the graveyard yet maintains the peace and tranquillity
that we all wish for and expect. We are also giving a good deal of thought to the
proposed landscaping to assist in lightly screening the new building.
Deirdre Wells our planning consultant has met the council’s conservation
officer and a representative from English Heritage. Both have offered valuable
advice, help and support which is very encouraging. They were particularly
pleased to note the extent we have gone in bringing the specialists together at
such an early stage in our project. Proof, if proof were needed, that we’re serious
about this and about our church, its people and its needs.
We wish to share our ideas and plans with local parishioners prior to a
formal planning application being submitted when we can give more details and
show images of some of the work we have done, and to present our reports and
findings in a rolling questions & answers session. I am unable to confirm a date
at this time as I am anticipating additional information becoming available,
however an advance note for your diaries is Wednesday 6 November, 4-8pm
in the St Sarik room. I hope to confirm this date in the next issue of The Parish
Magazine. I sincerely hope that this interim statement has set the scene for you
and I very much look forward to meeting you at the Q&A session.

When I first came to St Andrew’s
about 30 years ago our harvest
service included the collection of
food to be distributed among the sick
and housebound in the parish. A few
years ago we decided to stop doing
this and instead collect money to
support Christian Aid in its annual
harvest appeal. There were some,
who while agreeing that we support
Chritian Aid, were a little concerned
that a much loved tradition
was being lost. I was somewhat
surprised to find in past issues of
this magazine that collecting and
giving food is not such a tradition as
it was thought to be. In November
1869 there was a report about the
harvest service and it didn’t mention
collecting food, rather, money was
collected for the schools in the parish
- £24 to be precise! And this is the
case for many subsequent years, so it
could be said that what we are doing
today, collecting money for charity, is
the true harvest tradition for us!
On the sports pages this month
there is a story that appeared in
this magazine 130 years ago. It’s
about the founding of the Woodley
Football Club. By co-incidence I
found the following on Wikipedia:
Woodley Town F.C. is a football club
based in Woodley, Berkshire, England.
The club can trace its history back to
1904 although it is thought that it
existed in the 19th century. Woodley
Town play their games at East Park
Farm, Charvil. It seems most likely
that the 19th Century existence of
the football club in Woodley is none
other than the one reported by this
magazine at the time it was formed
in 1883! This is a good example of
why I think parish magazines such as
ours that record the events of village
life should not be lost, they provide a
vast bank of information that would
otherwise be forgotten.

From Perry Mills,
deputy churchwarden
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Confessions of a moth botherer
Ever since I was knee high to a Great Green Bush-cricket, I have always had a
fascination for insects – especially moths – and although it sounds a bit (ok,
a lot!) ‘nerdy’. I am not alone, in fact there are now over 10,000 regular moth
trappers in the UK and between us we have contributed over 15 million moth
records to the National Moth Recording scheme. This means the UK has a
world class dataset which charts the trends in species in response to habitat
losses and gains due to climate changes.
below in which there are cardboard
When I was young, I trapped moths
egg trays. Once below the light, they
around my remote Cotswold home.
are fooled into thinking it’s daytime
I left the kitchen curtains open to
with the light above them and so
attract them to the lighted window
they ‘go to sleep’ in the shade of
and painted black treacle, brown
the egg trays. I saunter along in the
sugar and cooking brandy onto the
morning, before the temperature
trunks of trees – ‘treacling’.
warms up and check the trays, list
Nowadays I take the lazy option
what is present and let them all go.
of leaving a mercury vapour light
Occasionally, I am not sure what
trap on overnight in my garden and
also in those of other kind folk. I
particularly thank Andy & Marji
Barker, Dr & Mrs Bailey and Caroline
& Jeremy Gilmore for humouring me
in this respect!
The MV light trap is harmless
and involves the moths becoming
attracted directly towards a very
Buff Tip, a superb dead twig mimic.
bright light bulb and thus flying
through an aperture into a container
I’ve caught (some species are very
difficult to distinguish), in which
case I photograph them and send
the photo to an expert who normally
replies with the answer straight
away. I am no quite so nerdy as to
dissect the genitalia, which is what
you are supposed to do for the very
difficult species!
I send my records in to the
County Moth Recorder at the end of
Elephant Hawk, a stunning moth, caught every
each year and they are added to the
year but rarely seen by most people.
national database.
I’ve now been trapping for about
10 years in Sonning and have caught
315 of the 800 or so species of macromoth in the UK, so we have a very
healthy environment for moths
in our parish – mainly due to the
plethora of large gardens with many
shrub and herbaceous plant species.
Jersey Tiger, the latest addition to the parish list Unfortunately the habitats in the
thanks to climate warming.

A good catch in the MV light trap!

By Ali Driver

Cinnabar, a day flying moth with warning colours.

farmland around the parish are
not so good – dominated as it is by
intensive agriculture and a paucity of
good hedgerows.
There are a further 1,400 or so
micro-moth species in the UK, but
I’m barely scratching the surface you need time on your hands to cope
with identifying most of them!
Even if you are not fascinated by
this amazing sub-order of insects,
I hope you will agree from these
photos of some of Sonning’s moths,
that they can be truly stunning
to look at. If you are interested in
seeing more of my moth images,
they are periodically on my Twitter
account: @AliDriverEA

There are relatively few green moths - Blotched
Emerald is one of the finest.

The Eyed Hawk-moth uses false eyes as a predator
escape mechanism.

Red-tipped Clearwing, a rarely seen wasp mimic.
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Bible Sunday for China
Bible Sunday, organised by Bible Society, is an annual
opportunity to celebrate the blessing of owning and
reading your own Bible. This year, Bible Sunday falls on
Sunday 27 October and Bible Society is using the day to
promote its work in China where many Christians are too
poor to buy their own copy.
Since the Chinese government lifted restrictions on
Christianity, the Bible, for many years a forbidden book
for the vast majority of the people, is now in such huge
demand that it is outstripping the supply. In the last 12
months it is estimated that a million Chinese have become
Christians rocketing the Bible up the bestseller list for
those who can afford to buy it. Many of the new Christians
are from poor rural areas which means buying a Bible is
out of their reach. Nearly half of all Christians in China
don’t own a Bible. In some places 10 Christians have to
share a copy between them.
However, the government gave permission for the
printing of 3.5 million Bibles for the churches there.
They’ll be printed at Amity Printing Company in Nanjing ,
part-owned by Bible Society, a registered charity based in
Swindon, Wiltshire.
In China the printing presses are ready to roll with the
capacity to print almost 50 Bibles every minute. It’s only
the cost of the paper that’s missing. Just 80p could buy the
paper for one Chinese Bible. Bible Sunday this year is being
used to raise the money needed to help the poor in China
become owners of their first Bible. If you would like to help
visit Bible Society’s website on biblesociety.org.uk/

Open Doors

WHITE MARQUEES
For hire

All proceeds used for funds of
1st Sonning Scout Group
Suitable for all events, parties, fetes etc.
We Deliver, Erect, Take Down and Collect!
Suggested donation of only £175
Discount for Registered Charities

Trefor 07789 880072
Marquee@sonningscouts.co.uk
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Luckle

Dennis & Christine
Mason look forward to
welcoming you to…

The
Bull Inn
HOUSE
SCHOOL
Great food, award-

Christian Daywinning
& Boarding
School
for
Girls
cask
ale
and
service with smile,
always.
Seven stylish
bedrooms
Present this advert and
receive a complimentary
homemade chocolate
brownie
www.bullinnsonning.co.uk

The Bull Inn | Sonning on Thames | Berkshire | RG4 6UP

bullinn@fullers.co.uk
Dennis & Christine Email:
look forward
to welcoming you to… | Telephone: 01189 693901

The Bull Inn,
Sonning-on-Thames
Berkshire RG4 6UP
0118 969 3901
Great food, award-winning cask ale, service with a
smile Seven stylish bedrooms
Present this ad for a complimentary homemade chocolate brownie

bullinn@fullers.co.uk / www.bullinnsonning.co.uk

OPEN MORNINGS
Saturday 12 October
Thursday 17 October

Contact the Registrar to book
Luckley House School, Wokingham
Tel: 0118 978 4175
Email: Registrar@luckleyhouseschool.org
www.luckleyhouseschool.org

Established in 1979 and set in extensive grounds on the edge of Twyford, this well-appointed home offers
excellent nursing and residential care. Bridge House is an attractive Georgian period home set in a tranquil
location enjoying stunning views over the River Loddon and the open countryside beyond. Good local and
regional public transport links, together with the excellent amenities of Twyford, are within walking distance.
The friendly and experienced staff have established a reputation of providing high quality nursing care. A
variety of bedrooms and suites within the home provide attractive views and with attentive staff assure a
comfortable stay, being well supported and cared for.

Bridge House of Twyford – in the heart of the community

64 High Street, Twyford, Berkshire. RG10 9AQ  Call 0118 934 0777 to arrange a visit
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A canal through Charvil and Sonning!
By Robert Lobley

At the Henley River and Rowing
Museum recently, I discovered an
old map of a proposed canal that
was never built. If it had been, it
would have completely transformed
Sonning, Charvil and the
surrounding area. The map was of
a survey by the great canal builder
James Brindley, and he proposed
a canal from Monkey Island near
Windsor to Reading via Sonning.
The canal would have cut out the
great curve of the Thames through
Maidenhead, Marlow and Henley
and the journey times would have
been considerably shortened.
The River Thames at that time was the main route in and
out of London for all heavy goods transport, including
timber, stone, farm produce and coal. After the
Bridgewater Canal and the Trent & Mersey Navigation
successes there was a desire to improve all the river
waterway connections, particularly between London
and Reading, the proposed Kennet and Avon Canal to
Bristol, and the new Oxford Canal to the Midlands.
A shortened journey between Windsor and
Reading would have been a huge improvement. The
new waterway as proposed would leave the Thames at
Monkey Island and make for the west either via Paley
Street or White Waltham. It would cut close to Twyford
and follow the River Lodden almost to the Thames.
Here it would turn and run parallel with the river into
Sonning, destroying the old White Hart hotel (now
known as The Great House) and continuing to Reading
running side by side with the Thames. At Reading it
would join up with the river Kennet and indirectly the
Thames again. The whole diversion would be about 15
miles, much shorter than the river meandering through

What the proposed canal might have looked like:
This canal boat engraving is from ‘Scenes of Commerce’ 1839

Maidenhead and Henley. It would have meant a very
busy section of waterway through Sonning, and yet
another bridge over the canal. With access to south
Oxfordshire at Sonning Bridge and a lot of activity
with boats loading and unloading, Sonning would have
become a major inland port.
It did not happen. The plans were made in 1770-71 at
the height of ‘Canal Mania’. They presumably could not
raise the cash and other schemes were more pressing. In
the early part of the next century the railways arrived
and eventually took over much of the canal trade.
One thing is certain though; if the canal had been
built the railway would have followed alongside and
not been forced to divert through Shepherds Hill. So
we would not only have the old bridge and the traffic as
now, but two more bridges, the canal basin and trains
thundering through the parish on the way to or from
London and the West.
I should like to thank Suzie Tilbury, curator of the Henley
River and Rowing Museum for her help in the reproduction of
the 18th C map.
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CHARVIL and WARGR AVE

BALLET SCHOOL

Carys Grange’s Beauty on Thames
Mobile Massage and Beauty Therapist

Massage, Facials, Manicures, Pedicures, Gel Polish, Lash & Brow Tinting
Pamper Parties, Gift Vouchers, Neal’s Yard Organic Parties arranged

0781 371 4616 carysamber@hotmail.com
Hilary Thomas ARAD Adv Dip. Royal Ballet School

Classical Ballet Classes RAD Syllabus
Boys and Girls Pre-school upwards
0118 940 3978 Email: hatatwargrave@tiscali.co.uk

Meadvale-Bays MOBILE BIKE SERVICES
Local home-based service
 FREE local collection & delivery
 Multiple Service Levels
 Punctures repaired
 Cables & brake blocks replaced
 New tyres, pedals, chains, bar grips,
lights, child seats & racks fitted
 Cytech certified mechanic
 Located in North Earley / Shepherds Hill


Contact us at:
0118 9353536
john@meadvale-bays.com
www.meadvale-bays.com

Caring for your bicycle

MONUMENTAL AND
MASONRY CRAFTSMEN

A.F. JONES

Established 1858
33 Bedford Road, Reading RG1 7EX
Telephone: 0118 957 3537
www.afjones.co.uk

E.T. SHEPPARD

Established 1906
36 Reading Road
Henley-on-Thames RG9 1AG
Telephone: 01491 574644
www.etsheppard.co.uk
Specialists in all Stonework, Restoration,
Memorials, Kitchens & Bathrooms

Simon Grange of Richmond Finance CeMap, FPC
Member of the Society of Will Writers

Mortgages, Protection, Life Insurance, Critical Illness Cover, Wills & Trusts,
Income Protection, Building & Contents Insurance, Equity Release.

0776 582 8082 simon@richmondfinance.com

Lambert Martin Limited

Accountancy Services

A comprehensive range of services for many sectors:
• Tax advice
• Payroll
• Quickbooks
& Sage

• Book-keeping
• Staff cover
• Management
accounts

• Sole traders
• Contract workers
• Small companies
• Charities

For more: 0784 305 5556

Claire Howells

Sew Sew

Blinds, bridal wear,
costumes, curtains
and sew on…
0118 934 5372
077 7848 8975
twyfordhowells@aol.com

Features 17

Pearson Hall sale to raise
funds for children’s hospice
Sonning resident, Meryem Parker, is holding a charity
sale in Pearson Hall on Sunday 20 October, 11am - 4pm, to
raise funds for the Oxford-based, Helen & Douglas House
hospice for children and young adults.

For siblings of sick children and young adults there is
also the ‘Elephant Club’ which offers the special support
they need when their brother or sister is ill.
There are currently about 300 families on the charity’s
books and they support over 60 bereaved families - all at
no cost to the families.
Helen & Douglas House needs £5 million every year
to run it’s two homes. This is mostly funded by voluntary
donations, fund raising by volunteers, and the proceeds
from a chain of 30 charity shops. As there are no shopping
precincts in the parish there are no charity shops either so
the sale in Pearson Hall this month is a rare opportunity
to support the important work of Helen & Douglas House.

NE
!

W

Meryem, who is the Sunday assistant manager at the Helen
& Douglas House shop in Henley, said ‘I have worked for
Helen & Douglas House for 2½ years and have visited
the hospice to see the wonderful and vital work they do
to help families with children and young adults with life
shortening conditions. I wanted to do something to raise
money for the charity and to raise awareness in the area
so I have organised this pre-Christmas sale. I would like to
thank all the local organisations who are helping make this
event possible through helping on the day and sponsorship.’
Helen & Douglas House, is one of over 20 charities that
members of St Andrew’s Church support through a Mission
Giving policy that each year makes donations to local,
national and international organisations, some of which
have been featured in previous issues this year.
When Helen House opened just over 30 years ago it
was the world’s first children’s hospice. It’s aim is to help
families cope by providing occasional respite in a family
home. The idea grew out of a friendship between Sister
Frances Dominica and the parents of a seriously ill little
girl called Helen who lived at home with her family but
required 24 hour care. The emphasis was, and is still today,
on making the most of life, whatever the circumstances.
Such a hospice environment however is unlikely to be
suitable for young people of 16 or over, but neither is an
adult hospice, which is why Douglas House, the world’s
first hospice specifically for young adults, was opened in
February 2004. It provides a young person with the time
to do the things they like to do with the support of the
nursing and care team.

The independent day school in Reading for girls aged 3–18

How to support helen & douglas house
Visit the sale in Pearson Hall between 11am and 4pm on
Sunday 20 October, or visit one of their shops at other
times: The nearest
shops are in
Woodley,
Caversham,
Wokingham and
Reading.
You could become
a volunteer.
You can donate
unwanted items for them to sell and/or include them in
your personal charity giving. Visit the Helen & Douglas
House website to find out about these and other ways to
support them: www.helenanddouglas.org.uk

Toddler Stay and Play

Make a bee-line for fun at The Abbey!
Bring your busy little bee to The Abbey Nursery to join in
our fun, creative and inspiring stay and play sessions.
All welcome! Themed play sessions run on the first Friday
of every month from 9.30am - 11.00am
First session on Friday 4 October
To book a place (s) onto these sessions please visit our website
and fill out our online form. For more information please email
stayandplay@theabbey.co.uk

www.theabbey.co.uk
sonning parish mag.indd 1

02/08/2013 10:45:01
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Smoothing Knots
remedial and sport massage

07917 765194
Western Avenue, Woodley, Reading

New services offered
As well as clinical deep tissue massage, did you know
we do Swedish & seated acupressure massage?
Swedish massage is a traditional massage to target
relaxation & de-stress using long gliding strokes
Suffering from stress in the upper body? Limited time
to treat tight neck, back & shoulders?
Seated acupressure is carried out through clothing & is
an excellent well-being treatment to make the world of
difference to your day
Check out full details at www.smoothing.knots.co.uk

Come & visit the light & tranquil treatment room

Open Morning
For entry at ages 11+, 13+
& direct into the Sixth Form

Saturday 12th October 2013
reserve you place now: www.doverbroecks.com
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89 years old and still growing stronger!
Next year, the Redingensians RAMS celebrates its 90th
anniversary. From the very beginning the club has had
close contacts with the top rubgy personalities in the
country, as it still does today.
A letter to the Reading School magazine in April 1924
proposed the foundation of the club and the first game
was played in September. The subscription was half a
guinea and pitches were used at Morgan Road and the
McIlroys Sports Fields. Twenty games were played in the
first season and the club won eight. The first president was
the headmaster of Reading School, George Keaton, who
won three England rugby union caps in 1904.
In July 1927 a ground was rented from the Athletic
Association of the Great Western Railway at Gosbrook
Road but at the annual meeting it was proposed that the
club purchases its own ground. This led to them buying
19.5 acres at Emmer Green. When baths were installed at
the nearby White Horse Inn the club had its new HQ.. The
new grounds were opened in October 1927 by Frederick
Stokes, England’s first rugby union captain.
By 1937 the club was strong in Berkshire with seven
players representing the county. By 1948 the Emma Green
ground had become a development area, prompting the
move to the present site between Sonning and Charvil.
There was room for two rugby and two hockey pitches and
a cricket square. £1,113.9.6 was paid in 1953 for the site and
the first grass was sown. A large amount of elbow grease
was consumed during the first months at Sonning and
Festival of Britain year was celebrated by grass cutting,
stone picking and fencing. The classic wooden pavilion was
opened in October 1953. With a first class pitch and a new
building, the club became host for the Berkshire Seven-aSide Competition, held there from 1954 to 1970.
Dennis and John Easby were the source of much of
the administrative effort during these years, alternately
holding office as chairman, secretary, fixtures secretary
and treasurer. Both refereed for the Berkshire Society and
served on the committee. Dennis was president of the
Rugby Footbal Union, 1994-95.
In 1969 the word ‘Old’ was dropped from the club’s
name and it formally became an ‘open’ rugby club.
Another milestone in October 1973 saw a new £22,000
clubhouse opened by Mickey Steele-Bodger, president of
the Rugby Football Union. He won nine caps for England

The classic wooden pavilion at Sonning in 1953.

John Cook, Redingensians Sports Club president (left) with
Mickey Steele–Bodger, RFU president, at the opening of the
new clubhouse in 1973.
between 1946 and 1948 and is currently the president of
the Barbarians Football Club.
Junior Rugby began in 1974 and an annual tournament
has taken place every October since.
In 1987 the clubhouse was extended, with the opening
of the Gwyn Francis Room by Alan Grimsdell the
immediate past president of the RFU.
Gwyn Francis was another of the top rugby
personalities associated with the club. He won a Rugby
Blue at Oxford in 1919, and the same year was capped by
Wales against New Zealand. He took charge of Rugby at
Reading School in 1919 and 1924 he captained London
Welsh and Surrey winning a second Wales cap playing
against Scotland. As well as being a referee for 28 years, he
helped to found the Berkshire Rugby Football Union.
Further improvements in 1998 saw the erection of
flood lights on their training pitch.
Redingensians RAMs today runs five adult teams and
the youth section is the largest and most successful in
the area with approximately 400 boys and girls playing
on Sundays. The club fields sides at every age group from
Under 6 to Under 19s.
Redingensians was also the first rugby club in
Berkshire to be awarded the RFU Seal of Approval,
reflecting the commitment to community sport and sport
for all.

A panoramic view of today’s site in Sonning from a new vip lounge that has just been completed.
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Helping

to bear fruit for the futu

This harvest, as we celebrate God’s bountiful creation, St Andrew’s
Church is standing alongside communities in Brazil whose most
important harvest is under massive threat. A few years ago we
decided to stop bringing food to church for our Harvest Service but
instead offer money that would be collected for the Christian Aid
harvest appeal. This year, Christian Aid is seeking to help families in
Brazil.
Did you know that every Brazil nut you’ve ever eaten was gathered from wild
trees in the Amazon rainforest? They cannot be cultivated: they do not survive
without the complex forest ecosystem and are dependent on particular types of
bees, orchids and rodents that live there.
Every March, Bebé Albenize and her community work incredibly hard
gathering Brazil nuts from the rainforest. She is well-known in her community
- who live in poverty - for her knowledge of where the Brazil nut trees grow.
Brazil nuts play a central role in the life of the community. They provide
vital nutrients in a place where up to 10 per cent of children are malnourished,
and they are virtually the only source of income for buying essentials such as
medicine. Without the nuts, life would be almost impossible for the community
and yet the rainforest is under threat from mining and logging companies.
That’s why Christian Aid partner the Pro-Indigenous Commission of São Paulo
(CPI) is helping the community gain the legal rights to its land.
As we celebrate God’s good gifts this harvest, let us remember CPI’s work,
Bebé’s community and their struggle to protect this complex and fragile
creation.
This harvest, we are helping them bear fruit for the future.

‘Pray for us to find a way to make a living from the Brazil nuts and continue living
here on our lands.’ - Bebé Albenize

Why Brazil nuts can b

Brazil nut trees are thought to live about 700
years and grow to more than 150 feet tall with a
wide umbrella of foliage at the top. A mature tr
produces up to 300 fruit pods in a season.

The pod, which is similar to coconut, takes about
months to mature and can weigh more than 5 lbs
When mature it falls from the tree, usually with
a loud crashing sound, but does not break open.
Rodents gnaw open the woody shell and leaving
uneaten seeds to germinate. It is these seeds tha
know as the Brazil nut.
Each pod will have between 10 and 25 nuts wi
its own thick dark-brown individual shell.
Brazil nuts are high in calories and contain
vitamins, anti-oxidants and minerals.
They are an excellent source of mono-unsatur
fatty acids that help to reduce ‘bad cholesterol’ a
increases ‘good cholesterol, in the blood. Researc
studies suggest that a diet rich in mono-unsatura
fatty acids help to prevent coronary artery diseas
and strokes.
The nuts are a very good source of vitamin-E
and have exceptionally high levels of selenium, a
important mineral that also is known to prevent
coronary artery disease, liver cirrhosis, and canc
and other minerals our bodies need.
Brazil nuts are also free from gluten and there
is one of the popular ingredients for the preparat
of gluten-free food.
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ure this harvest
Supporting Christian Aid
Christian Aid is an agency of
more than 40 denominations of
Christian churches in Britain
and Ireland. They provide urgent,
practical and effective assistance
where need is great, tackling the
effects of poverty as well as its
root causes.
If you are unable to be at our
harvest service in St Andrew’s
Church at 10.30am on Sunday 6
October when we are collecting
money to support the Christian
Aid’s harvest appeal that will
be helping communities in the
rainforests of Brazil you can also
make a donation online at:
www.christianaid.org.uk/
getinvolved/harvest/index.aspx
+++++++---------------------------------------------------
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Left to right, Salome Neves and Antonio Carrado from Fuerte, Chand Patel, Erin
Kirkwood, Abi Taylor and Enya Dodson discussing the development of their app.

Abbey girls ‘Apps for Good’ pre-launch trials in
the Parish before going nationwide in New Year
Apps For Good is a charity that aims to transform the way technology is
taught in schools while enabling students from all backgrounds to seize the
opportunities of the digital age by creating solutions to the issues they care
about using technology. Enya Dodson, aged 14, explains how she and three
friends, Chand Patel, Abi Taylor and Erin Kirkwood, won a nationwide Apps
for Good competition for inventing an app that gets teens earning pocket
money and adults’ jobs done by trustworthy young people in their local area ...
As pupils in year 9 of Abbey School we decided, as part of our ICT course, to
enter the Apps for Good competition for schools. The aim was to identify a
problem, find a solution and design an app that could be used by everyone.
We had many ideas but all agreed that we needed pocket money and as
we are too young to be employed we would like to be able to take on pocket
money jobs for people who needed help. We thought we could work within our
communities to help the elderly, working parents and anyone who needed help
because they could not do it themselves or they did not have the time.
We began our journey in September 2012. By June 2013 we were shortlisted
in the Saving Spending and Giving category for the final and were invited to
London to meet Us 2, an IT development company in Tech City. After a tour
of their edgy and quirkey offices they spent the morning helping us with a
presentation for the Apps for Good judges. We were treated to lunch with a
massive basket of delicious sandwiches brought into the offices.
After our hot housing morning (industry speak!) we went to St Luke‘s, Old
Street in the City of London, a former church and now a business hub where,
anxious but excited, we gave our presentation to five judges who grilled us
on the proposed app. There were at least 50 other groups in the finals - some
in other catagories - and the atmosphere was electric with everyone buzzing.
That evening we participated in a market place activity where people in the IT
industry grilled us about our app. The inventor of the world wide web Sir Tim
Burners Lee was there reviewing all the apps.
At around 9pm we gave our elevator pitch to the audience and it was
announced that we were the national winners in our catagory. We were
presented with a glass star shaped trophy for the school to display and received
£10,000 funding from Barclaycard for the development of our app. We were
over the moon! The following day we returned to Tech City and met our
developers from a company called Fuerte who began the planning with us for
the designs and development of our app.
The app which started life as ‘pocket job’ was renamed ‘Pockupation’ as the
name was already in use. It will be launched on the Android App market in
January 2014. To learn more please go to pockupation.simplelander.com or Pock
upation on facebook and Twitter: @pockupation.
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Charvil’s new school opens

The Great Geyser, Iceland

Local Girl Guides trip of a
lifetime to Iceland
By Francesca Keenlyside, 1st Sonning Guides

During August a group of Girl Guides from Berkshire
travelled to the unknown in an exciting trip to Iceland.
I would like to thank all our sponsors, including the
Sonning Fire Brigade Trust, our local District and Division
Guiding Commissioners and the Sonning Festival Scarecrow
Committee. Your grants helped us to achieve a huge task - to
raise £1,200, each!
This money contributed to many amazing activities,
such as white-water rafting, horse riding, whale watching,
glacier walking and a visit to the Blue Lagoon-a geothermal naturally heated - water spa,
Before that we had to struggle thorough the airport with
our heavy bags, face our fears throughout a turbulent flight,
and finally, haul our bags into the tents. Most of them were
slightly broken!
The first thing that hit us was the air; so crisp and
clean…although it did smell slightly of eggs! The scenery is
breath-taking, we witnessed spectacular views while glacier
walking, horse riding and participating in the Golden Circle
Tour. During this tour, w saw the great geysers, wonderful
waterfalls and magnificent valleys of Iceland. I would
recommend Iceland to anyone, it was a terrific experience
that I will never forget.
So, thank you again if you bought my jams or cakes at
a fayre, bought some Avon products from the catalogues I
delivered, bought a ticket to see the scarecrows or gave me a
donation – it was the trip of a lifetime!

Senior living information fair
Sunrise Senior Living, in conjunction with other local care
specialist services, is hosting an information fair in Sonning
on Saturday 12 October. It will provide vital information for
families and those seeking care related services or who are
planning for their retirement. Several workshops will be held
during the fair which will be open from 10am - 2pm. All are
welcome – refreshments available. For more information
contact Sunrise of Sonning on 0118 944 4300.

Lots of bright and eager young faces arrived at the
new Charvil Piggott Primary School on Monday 9
September to become the first ever intake to this
brand new school. All the pupils looked very smart
in their new uniforms and quickly settled into their
new surroundings. Mrs Wyeth and Mrs Hartley were
on hand to give reassuring smiles and guidance to
ensure that everything went smoothly. We wish all
the new pupils and staff every success for the future
and the beginnings of a great addition to the Charvil
community.

Dental implants
to replace missing
natural teeth
special patient event
with Sonning resident
Dr Jatin Desai BDS FDS RCS (Eng)

Single tooth

Friday 8 November

.

7.30pm Pearson Hall
Pearson Rd Sonning
RG4 6UL
Several teeth

.

FREE individual initial consultation

 0118 966 5656
Complete set

Eat, talk, laugh and smile
with confidence




Denture
stabilisation

No uncomfortable or loose dentures
No need to damage the adjacent teeth
Facial profile and gum vitality maintained

‘Over the longer term, implants are usually a
more cost-effective and satisfactory option’
British Dental Health Foundation

24 The Parish Magazine

FC AD_125 x 85 CMYK_Layout 1 04/04/2013 17:07 Page 1

Local Expertise,
National Exposure
Breaking new ground, Fine & Country is rapidly
becoming known for its unique blend of intelligent
and creative marketing, coupled with a very
professional approach to the sale of individual
and country property.
Our international activities are co-ordinated from
our showroom in Park Lane, Mayfair, London and in
approaching 300 locations worldwide – we combine
the international market with the local expertise
and knowledge of carefully selected independent
property professionals.
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Fine & Country Caversham

Tel: +44(0)118 947 2727

Son n i ng v i ll age show r eport s
The weather was kind to us for this year’s show, enabling
the activities on the school field to continue as planned.
While the village organisations ran their own stalls, we
were treated to a most professional display in the arena
by the Bulmershe Gymnastics Club, which included some
outstanding synchronised routines. Family sports, Peg’s
challenge and the tug of war which the church won against
Sonning Club, all added to our enjoyment. Miniature
steam train rides were enjoyed by the children.
A good number of entries in the produce show,
especially in the cookery and flower arranging classes,
created healthy competition. The flower club’s class for the
children proved popular and some beautiful arrangements
were made. Lesley Green, headteacher, presented the
prizes to the winners this year.
A big thank you to all those who helped our small
committee in many different ways to run the Show.
This year’s quiz was won by Lynn Woodhouse and
copies of the answers are available from Heather Hine on
969 8653. Heather Hine

Sonning Flower Club

Sonning Flower Club should be proud of itself in that it
put on an excellent show. There were four classes:
Autumn Fruits and Flowers
1st
Barbara McGregor
2nd
Sharon Robinson
3rd
Ann de Prato
Basket Arrangement
1st
Rose Prescott
2nd
Yvonne Hatcher
3rd
Barbara McGregor

Contemporary			
1st
Barbara McGregor
2nd
Sharon Robinson
3rd
Ann Turner
Children’s Basket
1st
Charlotte Hill (age 12)
2nd
Thomas Cole ( age 5)
3rd
Rachel Bowshier (10)

CHARVIL VILLAGE SOCIETY
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Naturally there were lots of autumn colours using
large sunflowers, chrysanthemums, gerberas as well as
rosehips, barley, medlers, red and green peppers, apples
and tomatoes. The committee were very pleased with the
number of children who took part and the results were
amazing. They were all very good and encouraging for
children to appreciate the beauty of nature.
Seeing all this wonderful display made some other
people wish they had made the effort themselves. That
is just what the committee would like you to do. Practice
makes perfect – so start with the Flower Club’s monthly
competition and you never know, you may be a winner next
year. We meet on the second Thursday of the month at 2pm
in Pearson Hall.
Sonning Art Group
We were delighted to be at the Sonning Show with an
exhibition as well as participating in the art competition
where members achieved several awards, the star being
Pauline Simpson with two first prizes. Winner of the
George Lamb Trophy for the best exhibition picture (public
vote) was Heather Neal and winner of the Chairman’s Cup
for best show entry (group vote) was Maggie Hollidge.
We enjoyed a tutor session at the end of August, given
by Jenny Whalley. Her enthusiasm for free expressive
painting captivated us and some excellent vivid and
colourful ‘cockerel’ paintings were created.
Our next tutor session is on 18 October when local
artist and tutor Jonathan Newey will instruct us. Anyone
interested in seeing Jonathan in action is welcome to join
us - meetings are held in Pearson Hall from 1- 4pm on
Fridays – cost is £2.50 (£3 for tutor sessions). Rob Farquhar

SONNING & SONNING EYE SOc

An Anniversary Barn Dance Supper
is on 23 November at 8pm in Charvil
Village Hall. Dave Tindall and the
popular Kennet Ceilidh Band will
ensure it goes with a swing. Tickets
from Margaret Moore 934 2938.
The Society was formed in 1993 to:
— protect the physical character and
environment
— provide an independent focal point
for the community
— encourage a spirit of neighbourliness
— foster communication with the 		
Parish Council and other community
groups.
For 20 years we have provided a
calendar of social events, been active
in planning matters and liaised with
the Parish Council and other groups.
We have a lot to celebrate and look
forward to welcoming new members.

A Sky full of Kites by Nigel Snell, who
helped re-establish red kites in this
area, is our talk on Friday 11 October
in Pearson Hall, 7.15pm, members
£4, including a welcome drink, nonmembers £5. Call Penny Feathers 934
3193 to reserve a place.
AGM and supper tickets, 7pm, 23
November in Pearson Hall are on sale
at £15, early booking recommended.

Th e Son n i ng Clu b

What better way to spend an evening
than with friends, good food, a glass,
and a little light entertainment?
Pearson Hall social committee is
pleased to offer such an opportunity
with our red, white, and blue themed
autumn supper with raffle and pay
bar on Saturday 19 October, 7pm in
Pearson Hall. Tickets, £12 from Judy
Baldwin 969 2329.

We look forward to seeing you at the
twice monthly quizzes on the first
and third Fridays, and on any other
day you come along. Advance notice
of our Christmas party on Saturday
14 December in Pearson Hall. Only
£25, it includes a full Christmas meal
and live music. Booking starts at the
end of October, numbers are limited.

charvil Festive singing
An afternoon of festive singing for
females from 10 - 100+ years is on
Saturday 23 November in Charvil
Village Hall, 2 - 4pm — £10 includes
music and light refreshments. It will
be led by Suzanne Newman. 934 0589

Pearson Hall Committee

Sonning Conservatives
Our annual dinner is on Friday 18
October at 7.30pm in Pearson Hall.
Tickets are £28 and are available from
Lesley Barker, The Warren Cottage,
Warren Road, Woodley RG5 3AR,
969 8521. Ticket deadline 8 October.

Son n i ng Gl ebe W I
After the excitement of July, August
was a relaxing month for us! We were
entertained at our monthly meeting
by a wonderful slide show that took
us from the Arctic to Antarctica and
places between, all accompanied by a
soporific soundtrack – just what we
needed after a hectic July!
Now we are back into the swing of
things! Teas at the Village Show were
well received – everyone loves home
made cake.
We look forward to a morning
walk, going out for lunch, scrabble,
play reading, knit n’ natter, a trip
to London to see Once and our 39th
Harvest Supper!
If you would like to give WI a
try, we meet on the third Monday in
the month, 7.30pm at Pearson Hall contact 969 4897 - you can be sure of
a warm welcome. Barbara Carr
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Richard Lloyd Funeral Services
Independent Funeral Director

1-2 The Parade, Coppice Road
Woodley RG5 3RB

Inspiring plants and gardens

Family-owned, Independent, Funeral Director
and Monumental Mason serving all areas in
and around Sonning and Charvil

Maggie Wilson DipFD
Funeral Director

Visit us for
Fresh ideas and advice
Quality plants and trees
Award winning design and landscaping

tel: 01189 341757

24 Hr Telephone 0118 969 3033

Dr Richard Lloyd
Proprietor

Personal attention and no-obligation visits
made by us in the comfort of your own home,
Golden Charter and Age UK
pre-payment Funeral Plans and advice.
Telephone or visit Maggie or Richard for free,
no-obligation advice at any time.

www.thebigplantnursery.com
The Big Plant Nursery, Wargrave Rd, Twyford,
Reading, Berkshire RG10 9PN

www.readingfunerals.co.uk
enquiries@readingfunerals.co.uk
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October in
the garden
From the East Reading
Horticultural Society

Recipe of the month
Bread Pudding - adapted from a 1968 Good Housekeeping recipe.
Ingredients
— 1 lb stale white bread
— 1 pint of milk
— 10 oz mixed dried fruit (use 		
currents, sultanas and raisins if
preferred)
— 4 oz soft margarine
— 4 oz Demerara sugar
— 4 tablespoons mixed spice
— 2 eggs, beaten
— Nutmeg
Oven temperature: 180 ºC, mark 4
Method
Grease a large (aprox 10 inch square)
pie dish. Break the bread (include

the crusts) into small pieces and
place them in a large bowl. Pour
over the milk and soak until the
bread softens. Beat out the lumps.
Add the mixed fruit, margarine,
sugar and mixed spice. Beat in the
eggs a little at a time. Add a little
extra milk if required to get a stiff
pouring consistency. Pour into the
pie dish and sprinkle with nutmeg.
Bake in oven. After about 45 minutes
sprinkle top with a little more
Demerara sugar and cover lightly
with foil to stop it from burning.
Continue baking for about 25 - 50
minutes until golden brown. Sprinkle
with granulated sugar before serving.

Be a messy gardener
This autumn, don’t clean up your garden too much for the winter – leave some
messy bits.
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds fears that ‘sterile’ gardens where
nature cannot survive are contributing to the decline in wildlife. Instead, build
‘homes for nature’, urges the RSPB: leave some weeds and garden debris, let the
grass stay long, don’t cut all the nettles, leave the odd log to rot, and cut a hole
in your fence for the hedgehogs. You can also fill a bucket with woodchips, soil
and rotten branches for insects. Or fill up an old washing bowl with water and
gravel to create a ‘mini pond’.
Many celebrity gardeners applaud this approach. Monty Don of the BBC’s
Gardener’s World recently tweeted: ‘Do not strive after tidiness’. The RSPB
campaign is in response to a report that 60% of species in the UK have suffered
declines in the past few decades. Our sparrows, starlings, grass snakes, frogs,
voles and badgers need our help to breed, move around and survive.
Mike Clarke, RSPB chief executive, says: ‘Nature in the UK is in trouble.
Gardens provide a valuable lifeline for species like starlings, toads, hedgehogs
and butterflies, which are struggling to find homes in the wider countryside.
Although the overall problem is huge, the solution can start on a small scale.
Our aim is to provide one million homes for nature across the UK, because if
there is no home for nature, then there’s no nature – it really is that serious.’

It’s time to get in the garden and
prepare for the cold weather to come.
— Cover empty plots with two
inches of compost or manure and
fork in lightly ready for next year.
— Listen to weather forecasts
and bring in tender plants if there
are early frosts. Put them in a
bright frost-free area. If you can’t
bring them in, protect them with
horticultural fleece.
— Remove old summer bedding. Pull
out any tatty looking bedding plants
and put them on the compost but
throw way diseased plants.
— Cut back asparagus. Cut off old
stems at ground level and compost
them. Remove any weeds.
— Cover winter salad with fleece.
— Harvest main-crop carrots for
storage: twist off the tops and store
in boxes of damp sand to prevent
slug damage. Do not store diseased
or damaged roots.
— Keep the cold out the greenhouse
by putting up bubble insulation.
— Now is a good time to plant lilies
in pots as they can grow roots before
the winter weather arrives. It gives
them a good start for next spring.
Allow 5 cm between bulbs.
— Plant bulbs for Christmas such
as early varieties of hyacinth: Delft
Blue, Pink Pearl and Jan Bos in
early October and early varieties of
amaryllis such as Minerva in midOctober. Wait until November to
plant Paperwhite narcissus.
— Plant spring cabbage for some
welcome fresh greens next spring.
Plant 15cm apart in rows 30cm apart.
— Plant onion sets and garlic.
— Sow seeds for winter salads such
as lettuce, chicory, endive, oriental
mustards and mizuna. Protect them
from hard frosts, slugs and snails.
For ERHS membership details:
erhs@hotmail.co.uk or erhs.org.uk
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JANETTE HAMMOND

Beauty Therapist & Perfume Designer
Waxing - Facials - Lash & Brow Tinting - Make-up
Manicures & Pedicures - Massage

Woodley Decor
Painters & Decorators
Established Since 1969

All treatments for ladies only

28 HILLTOP ROAD, EARLEY, READING RG6 1DA
Telephone: 0118 926 2365 Mobile: 07917 818283
janette@janettehammond.co.uk
<<<<
JUNE SPECIAL
OFFER
>>>>>>>>
<<<<
OCTOBER
SPECIAL
OFFER
Make-up
£5 off Hopi
Ear lesson
candle£20
treatments!
(redeemable against items purchased)

CURTAINS ETCETERA

Curtain Making, Interiors and Design Service
Beautiful hand made curtains, blinds, wallpapers, furniture, accessories and
skilled upholstery service. Rental properties a speciality. Free home visit..

10% off fabrics & wallpapers with this advert

No job too small
All work guaranteed
For a free estimate, contact us on:
0118 940 6888
Or visit our web site: www.woodleydecor.co.uk

Contact Judith O’Reilly: 01753 841404 or 0780 3421974

Your LOCAL Village IT Support Service
All things PC plus Apple iPad, iPhone/Smart phones.
At your office or home.
Personal tuition, advice, set-up, installation/integration.

Katie Sarsfield MBCS 07981 600726
katie@kimservices.co.uk

93 Western Avenue, Woodley, Reading, Berkshire RG5 3BL

TELEPHONE

0118 934 3171
Wed-Fri: 9.30am-5.30pm
Sat: 9.30am-4.00pm

Ladies and Gentlemen’s
Hairdressing
3 Longfield Parade, Longfield Road
Twyford RG10 9AN

For all your plumbing and gas
installation needs. Same day and
emergency services. Gas registered.
We promise to: • call back quickly
• give a fair quote • give excellent service
• treat you as a lifetime customer
Telephone Peter on 078 6332 8238
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Book review
Faith and the Creeds
By Alistair McGrath, SPCK, £8.99

The Christian Belief for Everyone
series comprises five reliable,
accessible and readable guides to
the basic ideas of the Christian
faith. Full of stories and helpful
illustrations, these guides have
been written primarily for ordinary
churchgoers but will also appeal
to interested readers outside the
church.
The approach Alistair McGrath
adopts is non-denominational, very
similar to the ‘mere Christianity’
advocated by C S Lewis. Indeed, the
series may be seen as a guide to ‘mere
Christianity’, focusing clearly as it
does on the life of faith. We look at
why Christians believe what they do,
how we can best understand these
ideas, and the difference they make
to the way we think about ourselves
and our world.
The first volume, Faith and the
Creeds, concentrates on the nature of
faith and the history and relevance
of the creeds, in a thrilling reflection
on what we really mean when we
say ‘I believe’. This is an excellent
preparation for exploring the
leading themes of the creeds in four
subsequent volumes: The Living God,
Lord and Saviour: Jesus of Nazareth,
Spirit of the Living God and The
Christian Life and Hope.

Blue Coat
entertains
Blue Coat muscians are in full swing
and there are several opportunites
to hear their exceptional talents.
On Saturday 28 September at 7.30pm
in St Andrew’s Church they are
presenting a concert with proceeds
going to our Harvest Christian Aid
appeal. Admission is £10 on the door
and an interval drink is included.
Then there are three concerts in
the Blue Coat Buttery - admission to
all is free and are open to the public.
— Tuesday 1 October, sixth former
Joe Holley will perform songs from
different eras and genres during a
lunchtime recital.
— Thursday 10 October, 7pm,
the annual Chamber Concert will
feature an evening of classical music
performed by soloists and ensembles
from the school.
— Thursday 17 October, a lunchtime
recital with head boy Hamish Rosser
on guitar and saxophone, and Sarah
Hodkinson, who played the lead in
Blue Coat’s production of Miss Saigon
last year, entertain with a variety of
songs.
For further information call Blue Coat
Reception on 0118 944 1005

Hamish Rosser on guitar and Sarah
Hodkinson, vocals, are among Blue Coat
muscians in concert this month.

Poetry corner
This month’s poem was given to us
by a parishioner ...

The computer swallowed grandma,
Yes, honestly it’s true!
She pressed ‘contol and enter’
And disappeared from view.
It devoured her completely,
The thought just makes me squirm.
She must have caught a virus
Or been eaten by a worm.
I’ve searched through the recycle bin
And files of every kind:
I’ve even used the internet,
But nothing did I find.
On desperation, I asked Mr Google
My searches to refine.
The reply from him was negative.
Not a thing was found ‘online.’
So, if inside your ‘Inbox’,
My Grandma you should see,
Please ‘Copy’, ‘Scan’ and ‘Paste’ her,
And send her back to me.

If you have a favourite poem to
share please send it to the editor.

30 The Parish Magazine
30 The Parish Magazine

Local Trades and Services
ANDREW SETCHELL
Decorating and Refurbishment
All interior work undertaken
19 Simmons Fields, Charvil RG10 9UW
eMail: andrewsetchell@ymail.com 0780 967 6990

ABSOLUTE DIGITAL
TV Aerial and Satellite Services
Installation and Repair including Sky and Home Cinema
T: 0118 942 9300 Free: 0800 083 1993 M: 0778 755 7681
eMail: kevin@absolute-digital.net www.absolute-digital.net
HC MOTORS - established in 1970 in Sonning
is still going and has just relocated to:
AVENUE GARAGE 29a Western Avenue,
Woodley RG5 3BJ. 0118 969 6717.
Free local pickup and delivery.

MILLS & BROOM
Domestic Cleaning Services
House Keeping, Cleaning, Washing, Ironing, Dog Walking and
Sitting service. References available and CRB checked
0118 969 7496 eMail: kaz@millsandbroom.com

PRIVATE PHYSIOTHERAPY SERVICE
Back/neck pain; joint/muscle problems & rehabilitation
Clinics based at Twyford and Wargrave GP surgeries
T: 0118 934 0926 - M: 0772 093 3192
eMail: info@fitandable.co.uk - www.fitandable.co.uk

CLARK BICKNELL LTD
Qualified Plumbing and Heating Engineers Gas Safe
25 years experience - local family run company
Call Office: 0118 961 8784 - Paul: 0776 887 4440
eMail: paul@clarkbicknell.co.uk

POWER CARS OF WOODLEY
Family run business - established 1945
Experienced male & female drivers - Large licensed cars
Reasonably priced local and long distance work undertaken
0118 969 3066 eMail: paddypower30@hotmail.com

WATER SOFTENER SALT - Free Local Delivery
25kg Tablet/Granular £8.99 - Harvey Block Salt 2x4kg £5.50
salt-deliveries-online.com
sales@salt-deliveries online.com
M: 0778 577 2263 - T: 0118 959 1796
Unit 2, 6 Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA

PORTMAN GARDENS Design - Construct - Maintain
Garden Features, Patios, Ponds, Pergolas, Fencing
Unit 2, 6 Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA
T: 0118 959 1796 M: 0778 577 2263
eMail martyncollins@portmanpm.com

HOME COUNTIES FENCING LIMITED
Fencing - Patios - Decking - Driveways - Gates
Ring Paul on
T: 0118 969 8552 - M: 0795 876 2226
eMail: homecounties1@hotmail.co.uk

ADAM’S PEST CONTROL
BPCA Qualified - Fully Insured
Rats - Mice - Insects - Wasps - Squirrels - Moles etc
T: 0118 972 3709 M: 0784 934 2690
www.adamspestcontrol.co.uk

DOGGIE STYLE
Full Dog Grooming Service
50 Shackleton Way, Woodley, Reading RG5 4UT
0118 969 0759
eMail: melanley@yahoo.co.uk

ALL BUILDS (Berkshire) LIMITED
Extensions - Conversions - Renovations
www.all-builds.co.uk

M: 0778 056 2099 T: 0118 969 9147

THE STUDIO GALLERY
Specialists in Bespoke . . .
Framing - Printing - Art - Design - Gifts
Manor Farm, Rotherfield Peppard, Henley RG9 5LA
0149 162 9635 www.studiogalleryuk.com

KINGFISHER BATHROOMS
Plumbing - Plastering - Tiling - all associated work
140 Kingfisher Drive, Woodley RG5 3LQ
0778 897 2921 eMail: markt@kingfisher-bathrooms.com
www.kingfisher-bathrooms.com

OVENU - Quality Oven Cleaning Service
Satisfaction guaranteed: only Eco friendly products used
All makes/models expertly cleaned. Range specialists
We also clean hobs, cooker hoods and microwaves
Call FREE 0800 140 9800 www.ovenu.co.uk

BERKSHIRE CARPETS & BLINDS
Carpets, Flooring & Interior Blinds
for Contract or Domestic Use
Unit 3, 92 Northcourt Avenue, Reading RG2 7HQ

CLARANCE CLEARANCE
Property Clearance & Light Removals Specialists
Bridge Farm House, Arborfield RG2 9HT
0790 229 3747
eMail: clarance.clearance@btopenworld.com

22 Buccaneer Close, Woodley, RG5 4XP

T/Fax: 0118 931 0228 eMail: berkshirecarpets@btconnect.com

Please mention The Parish Magazine when contacting our advertisers.
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FURNESS CONSULTANCY
Experienced Accountant
Bookkeeping, Incomplete records, Accounts preparation
T: 0118 969 7003 M: 0752 681 6741
alan_furness@yahoo.co.uk
ANIMAL ARK PET CARE
Cat Sitting - Dog Walking - Dog Home Boarding
Small Pet Sitting - Pet Taxis - CRB Checked and Insured
Covering Twyford, Charvil, Sonning, Shiplake & Wargrave
0118 934 2712 www.animalarkpetcare.com
ANNE GARRISON WEB DESIGN
Attractive - Affordable - Web Sites
Efficient and jargon-free web design and hosting
for small business and non-profit organisations
0118 947 4244
www.AnneGarrison.co.uk

St Andrew’s Church

St Andrew’s Sunday Club Heather Hexter 946 1316
Jubilee Hall, Charvil Bookings Raj 0795 642 3764
St Andrew’s Bell Ringers Pam Elliston 969 5967
Friends of St Andrew’s Church Hilary Rennie 969 6363

Arts & Crafts

Charvil Art Club Julie Bennett 934 5059
Sonning Art Group Sue Bell 969 6924
Sonning Book Club Anne Webster 944 0699
Sonning Flower Club Sharon Robinson 969 0748

Children & Young People

1st Sonning Scouts Group GS Leader: Wendy Cherry 926 2363;
ASG Leader: Mike Watts 962 8388; CScout Leader: Mike Moore 934 4478;
Cub Scouts: Joan Farnese 944 0374; Beavers: Ruth Whatley 969 5849
Charvil Brownies Claire Howells 934 5372
Charvil Caterpillar Club Nicole Burns 0795 843 9769
Charvil Guides Ruth Hulley 969 9431
Chernobyl Children’s Link Shirley Chard 969 8086
Sonning & Charvil Baby Sitting Group Geraldine Hearn 934 1071
Sonning Baby & Toddler Group Miranda Aston 966 5352
Sonning Brownies Helen Jukes 969 2514
Sonning Guides Polly Jukes 0790 571 2071

Councillors
MOBILE FOOT CLINIC - Mercy Harrison
Treatments include: Corns, Callus and Hard Skin Removal,
Verruca, Diabetic Foot, Nail Trimming, Ingrown Toe Nails
Telephone 0752 643 8361 for an appointment
Member: British Association of Foot Health Professionals
DO YOU NEED A CARER/COMPANION?
Local lady able to assist with
housekeeping/nursing/respite
Only the very best care and attention given
Call: 0118 934 1640
AMB LANDSCAPES
Local business providing Garden Landscaping & Maintenance
Services include Paving, Fencing, Decking and Planting
Contact Alex for a FREE quotation 0777 543 9086
or visit www.amblandscapes.com
Tom Gourley LOCAL PLUMBING & HEATING
Gas Appliances, Unvented Hot Water Cylinders, Bathrooms
Installations, Servicing & Repairs
T: 0118 969 3720 M: 0796 407 4628
eMail: tomgourley@gmx.co.uk (Gas Safe registered)

Charvil Parish Council Miranda Parker 901 7719
Sonning Parish Council Lesley Bates 969 7753
Eye & Dunsden Parish Council David Woodward 969 3633
Local Borough & County Council Councillors
Kate Haines - Coronation, 0771 363 7029
Mike Haines - Sonning & Warren, 967 2879
Nick Ray - Charvil, 934 5892
Malcolm Leonard - Eye & Dunsden mandeleonard@waitrose.com

Political Associations

Charvil Branch Conservatives Emma Hobbs 934 0528
Sonning & Warren Conservatives Peter van Went 969 3635
Sonning Liberal Democrats Colin Lawley 961 8536

Schools

Charvil Pre-School Playgroup Sally Richards 932 1273
Sonning CE Primary School Lesley Green 969 3399
Sonning CE Primary School PTA Vicki Emmett 0791 617 7529

Social

Charvil Senior Residents Club Julie Bennett 934 505
Charvil Women’s Club Shirley Newman 934 0589
Inner Wheel Club of Reading Maiden Erlegh Hilary Tindall 969 6926
Monday Club Ken Trimmings 969 1072
Reading East Probus Club Mike Butler 0778 943 5030
Rotary Club of Loddon Vale Richard Ward 966 9348
Rotary Club of Reading Maiden Erlegh Janette Crouch 0777 310 4430
Sonning British Legion Shaun Sheppard 927 2879
Sonning Club Chris Way 969 3939
Sonning Glebe WI (Eve Mtgs) Doreen Moulsley 961 8829
Sonning RNLI David Bates 969 7753
Sonning Twinning Association Beth Dixon 969 2335

Song & Dance
THE BEST NATURAL HEALTH PRODUCTS IN THE WORLD
YOU could take better care of your body, naturally!
For more info call Ilona or Richard on 0125 275 8886. We deliver
for free. Alternatively, order from the comfort of your home at
www.daviesnetwork.co.uk
ALL AERIALS - a local business based in Sonning
TV - FM - DAB aerials etc. Sky dishes installed
Communal premises IRS systems. Extra TV points
FREE ESTIMATES - ALL WORK GUARANTEED
0118 944 0000

Bel Canto Chorus Denise Walker 0797 375 2727
Charvil Voices Suzanne Newman 934 0589
Jewel Tones Suzanne Newman 934 0589
Steps ‘n’ Stetsons Line Dance Group Julie Myers 961 8450

Sports Contacts - see the sports page 35
Village Life

Charvil Village Fete Clare Tucker 934 9926
Charvil Village Society Margaret Gregory 934 5419
Friend’s of Ali’s Pond Ali Driver 969 2698
Pearson Hall Bookings Jenny Adams 969 7692
Sonning & Sonning Eye Society Andy Bell 969 6924
Sonning Beech Lodge Bookings Tim Pascall 969 6935
Sonning Charvil & Hurst NAG Bob Hulley 969 9431
Sonning Neighbourhood Watch Jan Fielder 969 3226
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Domestic
Appliance

Care &
Repair

A Local Professional Service
¤¤ Washing Machines
¤¤ Tumble Driers
¤¤ Electric Ovens
¤¤ Dishwashers
¤¤ Fridge / Freezers

Call Kevin on
0118 988 6388
07769 700 806
da-cr@hotmail.co.uk

Wentworth textiles

The home of your carpet and flooring solutions

Want to
change the
look of your
floors?
Look no further.
Wentworth textiles
is a residential and
commercial carpet
and flooring
company with a distinguished
reputation of nearly 50 years.
We can provide samples of of any
flooring, offer a fitting and installation
service. We also provide rugs, be they
hand-tufted or sheepskin and in any size.
For further information, please
contact www.wentworthtextiles.com
or call 0118 958 2166 or email
pa.roper@btinternet.com
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Dr Simon Ruffle writes ...
With the school term well underway
it may be time to speak about some
unwanted guests that are brought
home by school children, especially
those in nursery, reception and
primary school. I speak of head lice!
These little friends are normal.
They are not due to non-hygienic
conditions and unfortunately there
is nothing you can do to prevent
them.
They present with itchy scalp or
seeing live adult lice or the classical
‘nits,’ which are the highly adhesive
eggs.
They transfer from head to
head in close contact, which will
occur during normal play in young
children.
There are many ways to treat
these, however, I think a nonchemical method is preferable.
Wet combing is suitable for all
children and adults. This is done by
using hair conditioner and a fine
comb. There are special combs such
as the Bug Buster.™
I would suggest combing daily
until you can see no live lice and
continuing for 4 further sessions for
two weeks so that any eggs that have
not been combed away do not hatch
and lay further eggs.
If you cannot see live lice in the
hair it is unlikely that there are
enough that would cause a spreading
infection to others and there is no
need to exclude a child from school
(some schools have specific policies).
Should wet combing fail or the

For urgent medical
advice between
6.30pm and 8am,
and at weekends,
call ...

111

Volunteers wanted for
neurological network
A recently formed neurological selfhelp network in East Berkshire is
seeking volunteers.

infestation is getting worse, then
your chemist can suggest insecticide
shampoos.
There is no need to be embarrassed
about head lice as most of us will
have had them at some point in our
life and not even known it.
Did any of you scratch your head
was reading the above?
Psychogenic itching is an
interesting phenomenon and is
as ‘contagious’ as yawning after
someone else does in the room!

The Sequela Foundation supports
people with neurological conditions
such as Parkinson’s, stroke, ME,
dementia, multiple sclerosis, motor
neurone disease, and transverse
myelitis. They provide therapies such
as massage, exercise, reflexology,
counselling, art and music, and give
nutrition advice.
The foundation has speakers
on topics relating to neurological
conditions and help provide a
support and self-help network for
those affected and their carers.
Meetings are held in White
Waltham every Tuesday and
Thursday 10.30am - 3pm. Would
you be willing to help? If so, please
contact Pat Capp on 0162 863 0453
info@sequelafoundation.org

Relax — stick a candle in your ear!
By Janette Hammond

One of the more unusual, perhaps bizarre treatments available is thermoauricular therapy, also known as Hopi ear candling.
The Hopi Indians of North America
have enjoyed the relaxing natural
therapy of the ear candle for
centuries. The ear candle isn’t actually
a candle but a hollow tube made of
mainly cotton or linen and beeswax.
They are often also impregnated with
essential oils to help with different
conditions.
The candle, when lit and placed in
the ear, has a slight drawing effect
helping to gently loosen any ear wax and gently massage the eardrum. The
effectiveness can be increased by a massage to the face and neck making it
pleasant and relaxing treatment to receive. Ear candling can help with:
— excessive or compacted ear wax
— snoring – helps to drain nasal passages
— cold and flu symptoms helping to the airways
— headaches & migraines – candles with massage can help to reduce stress & 		
tension in head & neck
— helps to alleviate pain or pressure from flying
Ear candles are a completely natural product and this complimentary therapy
can be very beneficial and relaxing.
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RAMS captain looks forwards
Owen Root, the powerful 6’6”, 118kg,
lock assumed the captaincy shortly after
the start of the 2012/13 campaign when
elected skipper Chris Rowland suffered
a long-term injury and has proved a
popular and very able leader ever since.
His new found role has certainly not
detracted from his game as he puts his
bulky frame to good use come scrum time
and shows his quality at the line-outs
and on the charge in the loose with ball
in hand. Here he looks forward to the
coming season ...
Being captain is a big undertaking and something that I want to do well and be
good at. It’s a real honour for me to lead the boys through the season and I’ve
got their support, I hope, and it’s exciting times.
Obviously promotion is the aim but I think that we’ve got some performance
goals and targets to work on as well. We’re looking at the way we play our rugby
and we’re looking at our understanding of the game and not just the outcome
and the final result. We’re interested in how we get there and how we achieve
that objective. Of course promotion is what we are going for all season and
that’s what will decide if we walk away from the season happy or extremely
unhappy so we’ll see how we go.
As a squad we’re looking good and we want to be focused. We’ve spoken
about the importance of having a big squad as opposed to a 1st team ethic and
it’s something that we are going to work on throughout the season.
We’re building a great squad and it’s really coming on. There’s players like
Chris Rowland who will be back with us as well as Warren Abrahams who
sadly had to return to South Africa for a family funeral. So we’ve got some
great players making their way back and I’m glad that it’s giving us some hard
selection choices and tough decisions for the first game. Even I’ll be looking
over my shoulder at my shirt and I don’t envy the coaches having to make those
decisions!

R AMS under 14’s and 15’s players with Andy Farrell at their ‘England’ training session.

The RAMS senior squad, 2013/14

Andy Farrell trains
lads the England way

Recipients of RAMS last season’s
Under 14’s and 15’s Player’s Player
and clubman Charlie Maxwell, Scott
Winton, Ben Espley and Alex Crocker
had the chance to experience what
it feels like to be a member of the
England squad, with a full training
session run by Andy Farrell at the
England training base of Pennyhill
Park in Surrey.
Andy ran them through the
England squad warm-up, ball
skills and gave tips on winning the
competition in the tackle area and on
the ground.
After the 90 minute session the
lads quizzed the England and British
& Irish Lions coach with questions
ranging from ‘Why did you drop
Brian O’Driscoll from the last test?’
to ‘Who’s the better Rugby player
you or your son?’ – The answer from
Andy was ‘me!’ Andy also replied to
questions on ‘When to commence
weight-training and what makes
a great fly-half?’ and ‘Which he
enjoyed more coaching or playing?’
After the 15 minute Q&A session,
each of our players received a hand
shake and signed certificate plus had
their photo taken with the Rugby
League and Union international.
He was incredibly humble and
approachable – a real role model for
all players.
The lads were then treated to
exactly the same food that the
England squad are given – which
was greatly enjoyed by players and
parents alike.
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St Andrew’s tuggers win trophy

SPORTS BRIEFS
Your local ‘indoor sports’ club
Sonning Club is your local venue for
indoor sports including snooker,
pool, bar billiards, darts and table
tennis — and if a few more cribbage
players come forward the club could
join the league again. There is a very
comfortable lounge area to socialise
with friends and a tincture or two.

FA’s 150th birthday this month
150 years ago: on 26 October 1863
the Football Association (FA) was
founded in England.

Charvil Community Tennis Club

Picture: Jamie Taylor

St Andrew’s Church tug-0f-war team in
action at the Sonning Village Show.

In a hard fought, tough tug-of-war
contest that went to three exciting
pulls, the St Andrew’s Church team
beat The Sonning Club 2-1 in the
annual contest at the Sonning
Village Show.
The match was one of the highlights
of the arena sports events that
also included family races,
Peg’s Challenge and a top-class
gymnastics exhibition by members
of the Bulmershe Gymnastics Club.

Picture: Bob Peters

Olly (left) and Tom Farncombe
celebrate winning the trophy for the
St Andrew’s Church team.

All the girls in the 15 year old group
were part of the Great Britain team
so spectators were treated to a worldclass show.

Woodley football club founded for
men of the Parish — 130 years ago!
Reprinted from the November 1883 issue of this magazine.

CCTC is open to adults and children
from 4 years upwards. Membership
gives you unlimited use of Charvil’s
tennis courts and you automatically
become a member of British
Tennis giving access to the annual
Wimbledom ballot. CCTC offers
LTA qualifued coaching, player
ratings and weekly children’s tennis.
charvilcommunitytennis.org.uk

Why sport is good for children

Are your children getting enough
exercise? Children under 10 need 60
- 85 minutes of exercise a day, if they
are to reduce the risk of heart disease
in later life. This should include 20
minutes of ‘vigorous’ exercise each
day, according to the researchers in
the BMC Medicine journal.
Two R AMS
lads feel
what it’s
like to hold
the RBS 6
Nations
Trophy and
the Triple
Crown - will
they hold it
for real one
day?

During the past month a Football Club has been formed at Woodley. There are
many who find it a pleasant thing to meet together for a goodly manly game on
Saturday afternoons, and now that the cricket season is over the need has been
felt of something to take the place of the weekly cricket match. And so the
Football Club has been established, and we wish it all success.
It was thought possible that others in the neighbourhood might like to join
the club besides Woodley men, and so one of the rules of the new club is to the
effect that any person residing in the old Parish of Sonning and any member of
Woodley Cricket Club is eligible as a member of the Football
YOUR LOC A L SPORTS CONTACTS
Club.
Badminton Club Pat Pardoe 0118 934 5643
The subscription for the season is 1/- . Mr Harry Barrett
Charvil Community Tennis Club 0118 934 0988
has been ellected chairman and Mr Alfred Adey treasurer
Redingensians RAMS Jason McMahon 0788 128 8900
and secretary. Mt Wheble has kindly consented to allow
Short Mat Bowling Shirley Newman 0118 934 0589
the practisings, and games and matches, to take place at
Skiplex Indoor Ski Centre 0118 997 7790
Sonning Cricket Club Ali Driver 0118 969 2698
Bulmershe. The secretary will be happy to receive the names
Sonning Football Club Tony Farmer 0118 956 6536
and subscriptions of any residents in Dunsden, Earley,
Sonning Lawn Tennis Club Romy Spinder 0118 969 5845
Sonning and Woodley, who may wish to become members of
Sonning Table Tennis Club Alan Tinson 0118 969 0782
the Club.
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DAVID SHAILES
Plumbers & Decorators

A Family Run Independent
Funeral Service

Save £100

Complete Project Refurbishment
Repairs to Showers, Toilets and more
Bathroom Suites, Toilets, Basins and Radiators
Full Interior and Exterior Decorating
Reliable, Clean and Efficient

Phone 0118 934 5029 Mobile 0770 860 2442

by applying today
If you purchase a plan
with Tomalin & Son
you will receive a
£100 discount off our
current brochure price.

TEL: (01491) 573370
Golden Charter
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS
ANDERSON HOUSE,
38 READING ROAD,
HENLEY-ON-THAMES, RG9 1AG.
STD BOARD 130X185MM 80160v3_SOUTH_OXON_HEN>AG>16.10.09

Mallorca - Apartment to let

Daphne & Keith Nichols 0118 969 4628

Brittany
holiday rental

— four bedroom Longère barn
— sleeps nine, plus a cot
— large garden
— quiet, countryside location
— Carnac coast a 40 min. drive

Carole Brooks 0118 934 3180 www.lanndouar.com

CLARANCE CLEARANCE

Save money or make money
with The Utility Warehouse
I can show you how to make great savings on
your household and business utility
bills. I can also introduce you to an
opportunity to make a second income,
simply by helping your family and friends save money.

Martin Pulle, authorised distributor, 0784 305 5556
info@lambertmartin.co.uk · www.utilitywarehouse.org.uk/martinpulle
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We’re going nuts
this harvest time!

Hidden on this page are
7 Brazil nuts - how many
can you find?
How do you make a Brazil
nut laugh?
Crack it up!

A small animal called an agouti has
a special job in the rainforests where
it lives. It helps the Brazil nut tree
to grow! It opens the pods from the
Brazil nut trees with its very sharp
teeth so that it can eat the nuts.
It also buries some for later, but
sometimes forgets where they’re
buried! The nuts that are left in the
ground grow into new trees.

Draw a friend for Freddy the agouti and give his friend a name!

What do you call a Brazil nut
in a spacesuit?
An astronut!
What did the Brazil nut say
when it sneezed?
Cashew!
Knock Knock!
Who’s there?
Doughnut.
Doughnut who?
Doughnut ask, it’s a secret!

Brazil nut trees can’t survive
without other trees or forest
animals such as the agouti.
Complete the picture of
yourself above and around it
write all the things that you
need to survive. Say a prayer
of thanks to God for all these
things we have.

Collecting Brazil nuts is a job for the whole community! At harvest
time we thank God for the food we have and the people who have
grown it. Crack our code to make a list of the people who help to
provide our food and then ask God to bless them.
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Parish contacts
Ministry Team

The Parish Magazine

—— The Vicar
Revd Jamie Taylor*
The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR
revjaft@yahoo.co.uk / 0118 969 3298
*Day off Thursday

—— Editor
Bob Peters
26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR
shalom@robertjpeters.com / 0118 961 1188
—— Advertising and Distribution
Gordon Nutbrown
gordon@iwasthere.co.uk / 0118 969 3282

—— Pioneer Minister
Revd Alison Waters*
6 Park View Drive South, Charvil, RG10 9QX
*On Maternity Leave
— Licensed Lay Minister
Bob Peters
26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR
shalom@robertjpeters.com / 0118 961 1188
Pastoral Visiting and Prayer Chain
—— Mrs Jean Tinson
0118 969 0782
Church Wardens
—— Mr Mark Jordan
mark.jordan@talktalk.net / 0118 940 1431
—— Mr Terry Hunt
twghunt@btopenworld.com / 0118 934 1062
—— Deputy Wardens
Mrs Molly Woodley 0118 946 3667
Mrs Liz Nelson 0118 934 4837
Mr Perry Mills 0118 921 9463

—— The Parish Magazine is produced by St Andrew’s PCC
and delivered free of charge to every home in Sonning,
Charvil and Sonning Eye.
—— The Parish Magazine is printed in the United Kingdom
by Herald Graphics Ltd, Reading RG2 oBZ
— — The Parish Magazine is distributed by Abracadabra
Leaflet Distribution Ltd, Reading RG7 1AW
—— The Parish Magazine was designed by Mr Roger
Swindale rogerswindale@hotmail.co.uk and Mr David
Woodward david@designforprint.org

T H E J U BI L E E H A L L , C H A RV I L

Parish Administrator
—— Mrs Sonia Boyles
standrews.sonning@btinternet.com / 0118 969 2428
Parochial Church Council

Secretary
—— Mrs Shirley Chard
0118 969 8086
Treasurer
—— Mr John Scoble
0118 926 5138
Bookings

St Sarik, Sonning
—— Mrs Sonia Boyles 0118 969 2428
Jubilee Hall, Charvil
—— Raj 079 5642 3764
Organist & Choirmaster
—— Mr David Duvall
davidduvall@btinternet.com / 078 5594 7104
Parish website
—— www.sonningparish.org.uk

Available for community groups and private hire
St Andrew’s owns an excellent hall complex in
Park View Drive North, Charvil. It has a number
of regular users and is also available for ad-hoc
bookings. It can seat 80 in a theatre style, and
has a stage area, a well-equipped kitchen and an
annexe. More details can be found at:
www.sonningparish.org.uk
or Raj on 0795 642 3764
jubileehallcharvil@gmail.com
AD HOC USER RATES
£60 – Children’s parties (up to age 14) (12pm–6pm)
£250 – Wedding receptions & evening parties (6pm–12am)
£300 – Wedding receptions & afternoon evening parties
Regular user rates by arrangement
Jubilee Hall is now available for hire on Saturday and Sunday
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Market your home
with the world’s best!
Fine & Country has been awarded the Best International
Real Estate Agency Marketing for four consecutive years.

Call +44 (0)118 947 2727

Fine & Country Caversham 9 Prospect Street Caversham Reading Berkshire RG4 8JB

The French Horn,
Sonning. Quality,
the restaurant and hotel.
www.thefrenchhorn.co.uk
0118 969 2204

