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The Vicar’s letter
De a r fr i en ds ,
As I watched the Queen hand out the Royal Maundy Money purses in the
Cathedral with Handel’s anthem, ‘Zadok the Priest’ coming to its climax, just
as she presented the purse to our deputy warden, I wondered what was going
through Her Majesty’s mind. I must confess that when I have to administer
communion to a large congregation, with the repetition of doing and saying
the same thing many times over, my mind occasionally drifts, and sometimes
something the choir are singing takes me back to significant moments in my
life. Her Majesty could be forgiven for indulging in a spot of day dreaming, 61
years after she first gave out the Maundy Money, not that she showed any sign
of boredom. The Chapel Royal and Christ Church College Choirs’ rendition of
Handel’s masterpiece could easily have evoked memories of 2 June 1953, as the
young Queen was crowned and anointed by the Archbishop of Canterbury,
Dr Geoffrey Fisher in Westminster Abbey.
Last year’s Jubilee was the rightful occasion for street parties, bunting,
concerts and flower festivals and we certainly pulled out all the stops in this
parish. As we think of this year’s significant anniversary in our nation’s life, we
are prompted to a more prayerful commemoration. The Coronation service, as
well as being a colourful pageant, is much more than that. The monarch makes
solemn vows to God, devoting their whole life to the service of their people,
and even the most ardent republican cannot deny that our Queen has certainly
made good her own vow, and done so with great distinction. As well as the vows,
the monarch is anointed for service with holy oil, echoing a ceremony from Old
Testament times. Something similar happens to candidates for confirmation and
ordination. I last experienced this at my induction and collation as vicar here. It
is a sacred moment, and it serves as an outward and visible symbol of the anointing
of the Holy Spirit for the task we are called to undertake.
The Church of England has a unique relationship with the monarch in that she
serves as our ‘Supreme Governor’ and ‘Defender of the Faith’. Of course the origins
of this are a little questionable, but thankfully, through the centuries, these titles
have evolved into something that is valuable and to be treasured. During the last
61 years, Her Majesty has adapted to the changes in Britain, rightly showing
concern and respect for people of all religions, but never compromising her own
faith in Christ. Indeed, I have noticed in recent years that her Christmas broadcasts
have powerfully conveyed her own simple yet strong faith in the King of Kings.
Quite apart from her position as sovereign, her unapologetic witness as someone
who is a Christian in public life is an inspiration.
Of course, as well as the Queen’s duties in service of the established church
and more generally the Christian faith in this country, the Church of England
also has a duty to support her, and the most tangible and useful way we can
do this is though our prayers. My predecessor, Canon Sydney Groves wrote in
the Coronation edition of this magazine in 1953: ‘For the future the Church, as
always, will exercise her priestly function in offering her continuous prayer on behalf
of Queen and Commonwealth.’ Canon Groves would no doubt be pleased that such
an undertaking has been faithfully fulfilled in this parish, every single Sunday
of the Queen’s reign. Indeed, on the actual anniversary on Sunday 2 June, we
shall hold a special service at 6:30pm to both commemorate this anniversary, and
to pray for God’s continued blessing upon all Her Majesty does for our Church
of England, nation and Commonwealth. Afterwards we shall progress to the
Bull, somewhere that Elizabeth I is thought to have visited, and raise a glass
to Elizabeth II, thanking God for all she has given in His service and ours over
many, many years. May God continue to bless our wonderful Queen.
Warm regards,
Jamie
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Luckley-Oakfield School

CANON TREE CARE

where each girl is valued for her
unique talents and abilities.....

EXPERIENCED QUALIFIED INSURED

• Pruning, Felling & Planting
• Reductions, Thinning & Dead Wooding
• Dangerous Trees Saved & Made Safe
• Modern Noninvasive Cable Bracing
• Stump Grinding & Removal
MAIDENHEAD
• Tree Problem Diagnosis
SONNING
WINDSOR
• Japanese Ornamental
READING BRACKNELL
Tree Pruning
OFFICE - MON-FRI 8.45-5.30:

READING

0845 034 0962

OUT OF OFFICE HOURS:

MOBILE

0779 931 5661

CTC.Julian@yahoo.co.uk

In association with TAKA ISHII Green Garden Design (Japan)

√ Small class sizes
√ Excellent academic results
√ Caring Christian ethos
√ Superb facilities
√ Scholarships and Bursaries
www.luckley.wokingham.sch.uk

Independent Day & Boarding School for Senior Girls

Tel: 0118 978 4175
Email: Registrar@luckley.wokingham.sch.uk

We know that arranging a funeral
can be stressful and demanding:
five generations of experience we know we will make a difference
Reading Head Office
Henley Office

0118 957 3650
01491 413434

Other branches: Wokingham, Bracknell, Thatcham

Golden Charter
Funeral Plans

For information about our funeral
and memorial masonry services:

www.abwalker.co.uk

The Bull Inn | Sonning on Thames | Berk

Email:
bullinn@fullers.co.uk
Dennis & Christine look
forward
to welcoming you to… | Telephone

The Bull Inn,
Sonning-on-Thames
Berkshire RG4 6UP
0118 969 3901
Great food, award-winning cask ale, service with a
smile Seven stylish bedrooms
Present this ad for a complimentary homemade chocolate brownie

bullinn@fullers.co.uk / www.bullinnsonning.co.uk
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Parish noticeboard
The Coronation — A Service
of Commemoration and
Thanksgiving

Pictures: Tom Farncombe

Come and join us on 2 June at 6:30pm
as we meet together to remember
the Coronation on that very day,
60 years ago. After the service, the
congregation will be invited to the
Bull for a reception and Royal toast.

Confirmation
Would you like to be confirmed, or at
least to find out more? Preparation
begins in September, and we will
welcome the Bishop of Reading in
December for the special service.
Please speak with a member of the
Ministry Team if you would like
to find out more. There will be two
groups; one for young people (from
10½) and one for adults.

Wider Magazine Circulation
We have very recently discovered
that a small community of around
30 houses bordering the River
Loddon, accessed off Loddon Drive,
is part of our St Andrew’s parish.
The perception had been that these
houses were in the parish of St Mary’s
Wargrave.
While they are in the civil parish
of Wargrave, they are actually within
our ecclesiastical parish borders.
Free delivery of The Parish
Magazine has now been arranged for
each of these houses and, all being
well, this edition should be their first.
We hope you enjoy it!

80th Celebration
Eighty people attended Jamie and
Alison’s joint 40th birthday dinner
and everyone agreed it was a night
to remember. Several people asked
for a copy of the Grace said before
an excellent three course meal that
was cooked and served by the social
committee, so we publish it here on
the right ...

THE GRACE
Dear Lord, our Father, bless us sinners,
As we talk and drink and eat our dinners,
Forgive our faults if we should stray,
we’ll try to do better some other day.
O Lord of wondrous powers divine
You turned humble water into wine
But here on earth, we mortal men
can only turn it back again.
So come Lord and be our guest
Let this food and drink be truly blessed
We pray the speeches will be short …
but amusing
And that your wrath will be gentle
tomorrow morning! Amen

Church warden team grows

Picture: Tom Farncombe

At our parish Annual General Meeting Terry Hunt and Mark Jordan were elected
to serve another year as churchwardens, Molly Woodley was re-elected as deputy
churchwarden, and she is joined by two new colleagues, Liz Nelson and Perry Mills.
In addition, Perry Mills has been appointed as the project manager for the ‘Adapting
to Growth’ proposals. Mark Sullivan and Emma Leggett joined the PCC for the first
time, and a sincere thank you was given to Heather Hexter as she retired after 4
years. Left to right above: Terry Hunt, Perry Mills, Liz Nelson and Mark Jordon

A 1953 childhood dream that came true

Picture: Peter Rennie

In June 1953 most children dreamed of owning a toy model of the Queen’s Coronation coach and horses. For Gordon
Nutbrown his dream came true when he entered the Reading Chronicle Coronation painting competition and won the
model shown above, something he still treasures to this day!
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From the
organ
bench
By
David
Duvall

Sanctuary and Chancel Carpets

Hog Roast

The Friends of St Andrew’s are
holding a Hog Roast on Saturday
15 June at 4pm, 8 West Drive,
Sonning. Tickets cost £10 and are
available after the 10.30am service
at St Andrew’s and also from
Wendy Williams on 0118 969 6609.
Everyone is welcome!

Like many things, poetry and music for the most part come in and out of
fashion. But the popularity of most writers and composers depends on what
is and isn’t in favour. When we celebrate a royal or national occasion at
St Andrew’s, we often sing a fine example of a hymn which is unpopular with
some in the Church because of its apparent unthinking patriotism: I vow to
thee, my country.
Sir Cecil Spring-Rice wrote these words in 1918 when he was British
Ambassador to the USA. They were a recasting of an earlier poem which
reflected on how we are citizens of two countries, our own and the kingdom of
heaven. The last line is from a glorious passage in Proverbs, chapter 3, about the
wisdom of God: And her ways are ways of pleasantness and all her paths are peace.
The third line of the poem, The love that asks no question is the one that some
object to, on the reasonable grounds that love shouldn’t be uncritical. It should
ask many questions – especially if it is the love of one’s country. To say that a
country, or government, is always right is jingoism. But Spring-Rice meant that
we should love our country enough, whatever a government might or might not
do, to make a sacrifice for it – because this is what Christ did for us. He said in
a speech soon after finishing the poem: “The Cross is a sign of patience under
suffering, but not patience under wrong. The Cross is the banner under which
we fight....different in form, in colour, in history, but the same spirit, the spirit
of sacrifice.” Unlike some composers whose music is used for hymns without
their knowledge, Gustav Holst was proud to set the main theme from Jupiter,
part of his Planets suite, to these words, and he called the
tune Thaxted after the village in Essex where he lived. I
vow to thee, my country is one of the finest matchings of
words and music that one can find.

Following very clear advice from
Diocesan officials, the PCC has
unanimously voted to apply for
permission from the Diocesan
Advisory Committee to remove the
mustard sanctuary carpet, thereby
revealing the ornate Victorian tiles
which are thought to be Minton.
This carpet and the red one in the
chancel (choir stalls) is damaging
the treasures underneath, trapping
the damp. The ancient brasses were
actually wet. Also, and again at the
very strong urging of the Diocesan
officials and Archdeacon, we are also
planning to restore the 450 year old,
Jacobean Communion table back to
the central place in the Sanctuary.
This has been stored in the vestry for
many years.
All this will be for a trial period of
one year, during which time, we shall
be consulting experts as to the best
way forward.

For your prayers in June
—— Her Majesty the Queen
—— Those facing redundancy
—— The Charvil Fete Committee
—— Revd Julie Wearing to be
ordained priest on 22 June

WHITE MARQUEES

St Andrew’s Bell Ringers

On Saturday 27 April St Andrew’s ringers joined Waltham
St Lawrence ringers for a ringing of four towers in Devizes
- two 6-bell and two 8-bell.
Waltham St Lawrence ex-ringer Tony Evans treated us
to a welcome morning-coffee break. Sometime ago Tony
painted the St Andrew’s bell frame, a huge job that is still
looking good today. It should stand us in good stead for
the forthcoming Guild of Bell Ringers belfry inspection.
On Wednesday 8 May in the Woodley shopping centre,
we held a bric-a-brac sale. The weather was not kind, but
we raised over £240 for the Oxford Diocesan Guild Bell
Fund which supports towers that have bells and fittings in
need to repair. Our thanks to: Pam and Andrew Elliston,
Rob and Pauline Needham, Brian Snell, Paul Tyrrell, and
to Sue Thomas who provided plant seedlings and stayed to
sell most of them. We were also supported by Alan Barsby,
a ringer who is not in our guild.
We always welcome new ringers and have a lot of
experience of training beginners. If you are interested in
gentle, sociable exercise, and maintaining a centuries old
tradition, contact our tower captain Pam Elliston 969 5967
or vice-captain Rob Needham 926 7724.

For hire

All proceeds used for funds of
1st Sonning Scout Group
Suitable for all events, parties, fetes etc.
We Deliver, Erect, Take Down and Collect!

Suggested donation of only £175
Discount for Registered Charities

Trefor 07789 880072
Marquee@sonningscouts.co.uk
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Henley Care Agency
Care in your own home
Live in Care / Daily Visits / Respite Care

• Remain in the comfort of your own home.
• Extensive experience in care for the elderly, terminally
ill patients as well as persons recovering from strokes,
operations or suffering from dementia.
• All nurses and carers are fully trained,
insured and CRB checked.
For more information or to arrange a home assessment
call Izabela directly on 07849 897 052
Tel. 01491 842915
Email. info@henleycare.co.uk
CQC Registered Provider 1-341050661
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The Hicks
Group
Hicks
Developments Ltd
Property Developers

Tel: Reading 0118 969 0595

Hicks
Joinery Ltd

Joinery Manufacturers.
Wood Finishing
Tel: Reading 0118 969 0595

Hicks MOT &
Service Centre
We offer a complete, well equipped,
modern workshop for all your vehicle
servicing or repair needs

WHILE YOU WAIT

MOT TEST
AND SERVICE CENTRE

CHRIS THE PLUMBER

I offer a friendly, reliable and punctual service.
Anything from a dripping tap to a full bathroom
refurbishment. No job too small. Radiator valves, power
flushing, CH pumps, shower repairs and replacement.
All general plumbing undertaken and emergency calls.
Contact Chris Duvall free, no obligation quote.

christheplumber75@googlemail.com

0785 095 6354

0118 926 4690

design for print
now, what can we make for you?

 Private & Commercial Vehicle Repairs
 Air Conditioning Service
 Free Courtesy Car (subject to availability)

Tel: 0118 944 1808
Open 7.30am 5.30pm (Weekdays)

15 Headley Road, Woodley RG5 4JB

david@designforprint.org
www.designforprint.org | 0118 969 3633
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60 year memories

By Bob Peters
9.15pm Presentation of Prizes in the
Recreation Ground.
10.00pm - 1.00am Dance in the Pearson
Hall
10.00pm Procession of Illuminated
Boats starting from Sonning Lock.

One of my earliest childhood memories is of the Union flag flown proudly
on the shirt factory at the end of my street being lowered to half mast. King
George VI was dead. Then, over a year later I can vividly remember the
Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II on 2 June 1953.
Our living room was set out like a cinema with rows of chairs for the adults
with the children sitting on the floor. We were the only house in the street
with a television and all the neighbours had come to watch. It was black
and white, of course, and had a tiny screen mounted in a large wooden case.
A couple of times the picture flickered and went out so my father replaced
the valves that looked like large light bulbs. But the most memorable thing
was that as the broadcast came to an end smoke began to fill the room. The
television had overheated and caught fire. My father picked it up and threw it
out of the window! Little did I know at the time that we had witnessed one the
most historical news broadcasts of all time, and had it not been for the fire I
probably would not have remembered it so clearly to this day.
I’m sure most people of my
age and older have memories of
the Coronation as throughout the
country about 27 million people
huddled around television sets as we
did, or watched the live broadcast in
cinemas, halls and pubs. Another 11
million people listened on the radio.
60 years on I find myself flicking
through the Sonning Parish Magazines
for 1953 where other Coronation
memories can be found. Some
Each year St Andrew’s uses 10% of
extracts are below ...
donations we receive for mission and
good causes. Half goes to outreach
15 May 1953
projects within the parish, and the
The most important feature of the
rest goes to outside organisations.
service is not the Coronation but the
We also support Christian Aid and
Annointing - the Sacramental Act by
the British Legion with annual
which God consecrates and empowers
collections, as well as charities that
His servant for the Soveignty. God
individual members of the church are
annoints - the People crown the Lord’s
involved with. I have been including
annointed.
articles in the magazine about these
S J S Groves, Vicar of Sonning
charities and good causes, hence, past
features on the Children’s Soceity,
Tuesday 2 June 1953
Karun Children’s Home and School
10.15am - 1.45pm Television in the Boys’
in India, the Chernobyl link group,
School.
Guide Dogs, and so on. In this issue
12.30 A CORONATION PEAL will be
we feature Us. If this surprises you,
rung from the Church at the moment of
then you may be surprised to hear
the Crowning of the Queen.
that we have been giving annually
4.30pm Children’s Tea Party in the
to Us for at least 144 years. In 1869,
Pearson Hall.
for example, we gave £18.6s.8d.
5.15pm Fancy Dress procession starting
During the last 5 years we have given
from the Pearson Hall.
£18,880. To find out who Us is, turn
6.15pm Sports - Recreation Ground.
to the centre pages!

From
the
editor’s
desk

Wednesday 3 June
Men and women of 65 years of age and
over are invited to a Coronation Tea in
the garden of Olde Tudor Place, by kind
permission of Mr and Mrs Paddick, at
6.30pm.
20 June 1953
The beakers, provided for each primary
school child by Berkshire LEA were
presented by Sir Andrew Thorne, who
explained the meaning of the Royal
Standard.
20 June 1953
As part of the Coronation Celebrations
during the Children’s Hour in Church on
May 31 we used a Special Service drawn
up by the Church Assembly Children’s
Council.
The service was based on the Regalia
used in the Coronation.
20 June 1953: Would any claimants for
the Cup presented by Mrs Powell for the
baby born nearest the Crowning of Her
Majesty get in touch with Miss Kemp?
20 June 1953
The Coronation has come and gone,
leaving behind it the memory of a most
august service, beautifully and revently
performed, the deep and abiding
impressions of the devotion and diginity
of “our most religious and gracious
Queen”, and the hopeful sense that the
nation has turned a corner into a new
and more firmly founded future. One
need say no more about the Coronation
- every item was faithfully recorded on
the wireless and television, so that all
people could take part in the solemnity.
For the future the Church, as always,
will exercise her priestly function in
offering her continuous prayer on behalf
of Queen and Commonwealth. .... The
pre-Coronation services were well
attended, and the Church was well-filled
for the Sung Eucharist on the morning
of Coronation Day, when there were 110
Communicants.
S J S Groves, Vicar of Sonning
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As hardship rises so does the need for
Christian Community ACTION!
Christian Community Action is a local charity
committed to helping local people who are in need
by demonstrating God’s love through meeting
people’s practical needs and helping to restore their
self-worth. CCA distributes furniture to people
on limited means through support centres and
provides a listening ear and a friendly face to people
in difficult circumstances. It also offers supported
volunteer placements, including formal training,
through charity shops.
CCA was created in 1992 by Nick Crowder, who had a vision
to reclaim and reuse unwanted furniture and redistribute it
to those in need. He was also inspired to encourage the long
term unemployed, the homeless and those recovering from
addictions to collect and deliver this furniture and thus help
themselves by helping others.
Twenty-one years on, the organisation now has four
charity shops in Oxford Road, Southcote, Whitley and
Sonning Common with a fifth just about to open on the
Wokingham Road. CCA also has a furniture outlet on Silver
Street, Reading which sells some of the donated furniture to
the general public.
Although each shop has a support centre as part of the
services they offer to the local community, CCA also has a
dedicated support centre at the Oxford Road premises and
a weekly drop in centre at Caversham Baptist Church where
clients are given a hot meal and where CCA services are
available.
In 2012, 3,220 people visited CCA support centres in need
of furniture, bedding, cooking utensils, crockery, baby items
and food, and sometimes just to have a rest, a chat and be
listened to. This is an increase on 2011 when 2,824 people
were helped.
Sadly, there is evidence that hardship will rise again
significantly from April this year when crisis loans and
emergency support grants previously administered by Job
Centre Plus will cease and a cap on housing benefit comes
into force. This will mean more people have less money
available to them, which will inevitably increase demand for
CCA services.

The new CCA furniture outlet on Silver Street, Reading.

Oxford Road

Sonning Common
Whitley

Southcote

How you c a n h e l p ...

Furniture Donations: You can donate your unwanted
furniture items by calling CCA on 0118 951 2338 or visit
ccam.org.uk/home/furniture-donations
Charity Shop Donations: You can take your unwanted
clothes, household items and bric a brac to your local
CCA Shop: 62 Wood Lane, Sonning Common, RG4 9SL,
0118 924 2851 or 93 Wokingham Road, Reading.
Volunteer: Our vans are delivering and collecting
furniture 5 days a week. If you’re reasonably fit and could
spare even half a day a week, and like the idea of helping
people with their practical needs, we’re always looking
for more help in this area. Contact Alan Waters on 0118
951 2338 for an application form.
Financial Support: If you are able to support CCA with
a one off or monthly donation please contact Mireille
Haviland, 0118 951 2336 or ccam.org.uk/home/support-us
by downloading a standing order and Gift Aid form.
Corporate Sponsorship: Do you work for a company
that would consider sponsoring CCA to help us with core
running costs? If so, please contact Mireille Haviland on
0118 951 2336.
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Happy faces
say it all in
Jubilee Hall!

By Revd Alison Waters

‘BE BOLD, BE STRONG! FOR THE LORD
YOUR GOD IS WITH YOU!’ By the end of
Easter Holiday Club week in April, the actions
had certainly been mastered and were being
carried out with abandon but the inspirational
words of this favourite children’s hymn were
somewhat lost as the kids endeavoured to out
sing/out shout each other.
I’m sure God didn’t mind – but I’m not sure
whether the ever increasing volume was particularly popular with
the neighbours! Thirty-two children aged 3 to 10 attended over the
course of the week in groups brilliantly led by Shirley Phillips, Jenny
Sullivan and Heather Hexter. They were also supported by 15
marvellous helpers from the church. The Jubilee Hall was swathed in
foil, making it the bridge of the Starship Discovery, and activities and
crafts were space themed. Comet and star shaped biscuits were made,
baked and decorated, and rockets and rocket packs were formed out of
items that would normally be thrown into the recycling bin. In addition
to visiting the stars, we also followed the life of St Peter, from burly
fisherman whose life was changed by an encounter with Jesus, to denying
he knew his friend and master, to an
extraordinary and miraculous escape from
prison. As we thought about Peter walking
on the Sea of Galilee with Christ, banners
were made with paint-covered feet, and we
remembered the coming of the Holy Spirit on
Peter and the other disciples at Pentecost led
to the fashioning of some fetching ‘flame hats’.
All of this art and craft was matched with
fun games and the aforementioned singing/
bellowing. The children, and adults, had a
whale of a time. We will certainly run a similar
club next year. Watch this space for dates!

Pictures: Judith Hart







 







 
 


  


 



“I watched Queen Elizabeth’s Coronation on TV, of
course it was in black and white in those days.”
“Was that Queen Elizabeth the First or the Second
Grandpa?”
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Carys Grange’s Beauty on Thames
Mobile Massage and Beauty Therapist

Massage, Facials, Manicures, Pedicures, Gel Polish, Lash & Brow Tinting
Pamper Parties, Gift Vouchers, Neal’s Yard Organic Parties arranged

June Special Offer – Personalised Facial £20

0781 371 4616 carysamber@hotmail.com

Simon Grange of Richmond Finance CeMap, FPC
Member of the Society of Will Writers

Mortgages, Protection, Life Insurance, Critical Illness Cover, Wills & Trusts,
Income Protection, Building & Contents Insurance, Equity Release.

0776 582 8082 simon@richmondfinance.com

Claire Howells

Sew Sew

Blinds, bridal wear,
costumes, curtains
and sew on…
0118 934 5372
077 7848 8975
twyfordhowells@aol.com

Lambert Martin Limited

Accountancy Services

A comprehensive range of services for many sectors:
• Tax advice
• Payroll
• Quickbooks
& Sage

• Book-keeping
• Staff cover
• Management
accounts

• Sole traders
• Contract workers
• Small companies
• Charities

For more: 0784 305 5556
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Sonning and D-Day, 6 June 1944
By Robert Lobley

At dawn on the morning of 6 June 1944 a huge fleet arrived off the coast of
France. While the big battleships gave devastating covering fire, hundreds
of small landing craft loaded with armed men raced for the shore. The
biggest sea born invasion ever had begun and by that night 160,000 men
would be ashore fighting to retain a foothold in German occupied Europe.
The sea landings were preceded by thousands of airborne troops throughout
the night. The area of France they all landed in was the Normandy coast.
The Germans had been expecting
an invasion for some time. Both the
Russians and the Americans had
been trying to persuade the British
under Winston Churchill to open up
a second front to relieve hard pressed
Russians in the East.
Planning the invasion and
assembling all the men and machines
was an enormous job. The Germans
had built formidable defences along
the Dutch and French coast: British
intelligence set out to convince the
Germans that an invasion would
take place across the narrowest route
of the Channel from the Dover area
of Kent to the Pas de Calais.
All the Axis spies reporting to
Germany were under our control.
The code breakers at Bletchley had
broken the codes and we knew who
they were, and where they were.
Most had volunteered to work for us
while continuing to send messages.
They were an odd lot. A Spaniard
with the code name Garbo was
probably the most trusted by the
Germans and he sent information
about troop build-up in Kent and
East Sussex. A rich Peruvian good
time girl called Elvira Chaudoir
recorded her meetings with army
officers and members of the
aristocracy and reported their
so called indiscretions about the
forthcoming attack on the area
around Calais.

The American monument at Nettlebed.

A completely fictitious American
General Eisenhower stayed in Sonning
Army was reputed to be stationed
during the build up to the D-Day landings.
in Kent, and hundreds of dummy
before Nettlebed there is a small
tanks and planes were put around
monument built by bored American
woods near the south coast.
servicemen, who vowed to return
It was even leaked out that
and give it a fresh coat of paint if
General George Patton would lead
they survived the invasion and war.
the invasion force. The Germans were
Near Checkendon in the woods
completely misled and retained their
there
was a big American Camp. A
main defensive force near Calais.
local
lady
artist drew the Nissen
So where was the real army and
huts
and
sketched
an American band
where was its commander?
playing in the village hall.
Soldiers used the weathervane
on the lovely old Church for target
practice. As D Day approached they
moved and shipped across to France
for action. There are still relics of
the troops hidden in the woods, old
engines bits of concrete paths and
mysterious pits.
After the war the Checkendon
Camp became a camp for Polish
refugees. The Americans in Nettlebed
did return to refurbish their
monument and it is looked after to
this day.
All the books on Sonning mention
General Eisenhower’s stay in The
Grove, Pearson Road and his part in
the planning of the greatest sea born
The Grove, Pearson Road, Sonning
where General Eisenhower stayed.
invasion ever.
General Dwight Eisenhower
was in overall charge, and he had
General Montgomery, fresh from
his success in North Africa, serving
under him. Eisenhower was nowhere
near the South Coast; he was
sometimes in Sonning, staying in a
nice old house in Pearson Road.
The army was hidden in every
wood from the New Forest up
to Oxfordshire. At Sonning an
American bridge building unit
practised on the river and probably
guarded Eisenhower.
Across the river in South
Oxfordshire thousands of troops
packed the woods. On the roadside

An American band sketched in 1943 by a
local artist at Checkendon.
Reading list: Double Cross/ The True Story of the
D Day Spies by Ben MacIntyre
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The 300-year-old charit
shares God’s love in pra
You may not have heard of them, but Us – also known as United Society - is
one of the UK’s – if not the world’s – oldest Christian charities. St Andrew’s
Church makes annual donations to such charities as part of our mission
giving policy to help people in need. The largest single donation each year is
to Us, so we asked Mike Brooks, communications manager of Us, to explain
who they are and what they do ...
For over 300 years, we have been
into school, tackling discrimination,
working in partnership with
giving a voice to women, and much
Anglican churches around the world
more.
to support practical development
Let’s look at a few examples.
work that has a concern for a
In Sri Lanka, we work with the
person’s spiritual well-being at its
local church to support vulnerable
core. Perhaps we could call it ‘biblical
tea-picking communities, who live
development’.
in basic conditions, often with many
If the name Us is unfamiliar to
people sleeping in a single room. The
you, perhaps that is because you
work is back-breaking. Time off to
know the charity by its former
attend a clinic could result in docked
title USPG (United Society for the
wages. Meanwhile, the young people
Propagation of the Gospel).
have had little access to education.
Last year we updated this
However, this is now changing.
eighteenth century name and
The local Anglican church in Hatton,
became Us – a more contemporary
in central Sri Lanka, is training
name that reflects our contemporary
community champions to support
understanding of mission and
efforts to break the cycle of poverty
development.
in these mostly-Hindu communities.
The name Us (that’s the word ‘us’,
As a result, young people like
not the initials) is a reflection of our
Sathi Balakirusnan are among the
philosophy.
first people from the tea-picking
According to Chris Chivers, the
communities to attend university.
Us chair of trustees: ‘The name Us
Sathi is studying to become a doctor
is a reminder that God’s welcome is
and aims to bring his skills back to
for all of us.’ He adds: ‘Jesus’ promise
his community, in Hatton, central Sri
of a full life is for every person, in
Lanka.
every community – and our work is
In Zimbabwe, we are working with
helping to make this happen. Our
the church and local communities
church partners around the world
to support people affected by HIV.
are embedded in the communities
they serve, which means the work
we support can reach deeply into
communities and touch the lives
of many people. It is so important
that the church is involved in
development because we can reach
people that organisations from
outside the community cannot
reach.’
So what does this work look like?
In brief, we work with Anglican
churches to transform lives, by
improving health, putting children

Didymus Makoni helps to run an
income-generating poultry farm in
Manicaland, Zimbabwe. The project
was set up as part of an Us-supported
community development project.
Picture: Us/Katharine Hamilton
The charity is working with people
such as Didymus, who lost three
children to HIV. Determined that
other parents should not have to
go through a similar experience,
Didymus became a community
activist, encouraging people to set up
small businesses, with the proceeds
funding a nursery school and better
access to healthcare.
In the village of Chande, by Lake
Malawi, children are waking up to a
healthy community breakfast that
is helping to combat malnutrition.
The breakfast scheme grew out of
an Us-supported health programme
With the
support of
Us, the local
Anglican
church in
Hatton, Sri
Lanka, is
helping tea
plantation
communities
to access
education and
government
benefits.
Picture: Us/
Leah Gordon

An Us-supp
inspired the
that serves
Picture: Us/
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y that still
actical ways

Here’s a great opportunity to have one of your paintings or photographs
published on the front cover of this magazine! All you have to do is enter
our Front Cover Image Competition and the lucky winners will have their
picture delivered free to every home in Charvil, Sonning and Sonning Eye that’s an estimated 7,000 readers. We are looking for stunning, out of the
ordinary pictures, so let your imagination run wild!

T h e ru l e s

t h e c h u rc h of s t a n dr e w, SERV I NG T H E
COM M U N I T I E S OF C H A RV I L , SON N I NG a n d son n i ng e y e
Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

The
Parish
Magazine

t h e c h u rc h of s t a n dr e w, SERV I NG T H E
COM M U N I T I E S OF C H A RV I L , SON N I NG a n d son n i ng e y e
Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

The
Parish
Magazine
March 2013 Easter issue

For more
information
about Us visit:
weareUs.org.uk

The
Parish
Magazine

February 2013 Candlemas issue

Dominique Iste, a
Cambridge University
graduate, spent 11
months on placement
with the Anglican
Church in South Africa
through the Journey
with Us programme for
people who want a living
experience of the mission
and culture of the world
church.
Picture: Dominique Iste

—— There are no age restrictions
and we hope to have more
than one winner so there are
opportunities for everyone to
take part.
—— The painting or photograph must
depict an aspect of St Andrew’s
Church, Sonning - it can be of
the entire building or part of it,
it can be inside or outside, it can
include people or not. Pictures
including children must have the
parent/guardian’s approval.
—— Your entry must be in colour, a
high resolution image is prefered.
—— The painting or photograph must
be in a square format and capable
of being reduced or enlarged to
fill the space on the front cover.
—— To enter, you must either live
within the Parochial Church
Parish of St Andrew’s (Charvil,
Sonning and Sonning Eye), or
be a regular member of the
congregation of St Andrew’s
Church, or belong to one of the
clubs or associations listed on
page 21, or be a pupil or staff
member of one of the schools in
the parish.
—— The closing date is 12 noon,
Monday 2 September 2013, so you
have all the warm, sunny days
of spring and summer to visit
St Andrew’s Church and let your
artistic talents loose.
—— Send your entry by email to
shalom@robertjpeters.com
—— The winners will be announced
in the October issue.
—— The editor’s decision is final!

January 2013 Epiphany issue

ported health programme on the shores of Lake Malawi
e community of Chande to set up a breakfast scheme
nutrition-enhanced porridge to malnourished children.
/Stephanie Mooney

ght together the Chande
y with the local Anglican
Hospital so that they
uss new ideas for
g health. Now, amid a
mosphere three mornings
lunteers are serving
porridge to 95 children,
20 orphans.
not the only work of Us.
nd emergency grants to
work of Anglican Churches
f natural disaster.
e run a programme,
with Us’, that puts people
into life-changing
s of up to a year with
around the world.
ht be over 300 years
is still very much an
on that is tuned into the
orld.
f executive, Janette
xplained: ‘The aim is to
love of Christ.
proud of our past work
uilding on it for the future
new name.
e to demonstrate the love
at the heart of all we do.’

Calling artists and photographers
of all ages — have your work
published on our front cover!

t h e c h u rc h of s t a n dr e w, SERV I NG T H E
COM M U N I T I E S OF C H A RV I L , SON N I NG a n d son n i ng e y e
Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye
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JANETTE HAMMOND

Beauty Therapist & Perfume Designer
Waxing - Facials - Lash & Brow Tinting - Make-up
Manicures & Pedicures - Massage

Woodley Decor
Painters & Decorators
Established Since 1969

All treatments for ladies only

28 HILLTOP ROAD, EARLEY, READING RG6 1DA
Telephone: 0118 926 2365 Mobile: 07917 818283
janette@janettehammond.co.uk
<<<< JUNE SPECIAL OFFER >>>>
Make-up lesson £20
(redeemable against items purchased)

CURTAINS ETCETERA

Curtain Making, Interiors and Design Service
Beautiful hand made curtains, blinds, wallpapers, furniture, accessories and
skilled upholstery service. Rental properties a speciality. Free home visit..

10% off fabrics & wallpapers with this advert

No job too small
All work guaranteed
For a free estimate, contact us on:
0118 940 6888
Or visit our web site: www.woodleydecor.co.uk

Contact Judith O’Reilly: 01753 841404 or 0780 3421974

Your LOCAL Village IT Support Service
All things PC plus Apple iPad, iPhone/Smart phones.
At your office or home.
Personal tuition, advice, set-up, installation/integration.

Katie Sarsfield MBCS 07981 600726
katie@kimservices.co.uk

93 Western Avenue, Woodley, Reading, Berkshire RG5 3BL

MONUMENTAL AND
MASONRY CRAFTSMEN

A.F. JONES

Established 1858
33 Bedford Road, Reading RG1 7EX
Telephone: 0118 957 3537
www.afjones.co.uk

E.T. SHEPPARD

Established 1906
36 Reading Road
Henley-on-Thames RG9 1AG
Telephone: 01491 574644
www.etsheppard.co.uk
Specialists in all Stonework, Restoration,
Memorials, Kitchens & Bathrooms

For all your plumbing and gas
installation needs. Same day and
emergency services. Gas registered.
We promise to: • call back quickly
• give a fair quote • give excellent service
• treat you as a lifetime customer
Telephone Peter on 078 6332 8238
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Around the villages
Ch er nob y l c h i l dr en ’s v i si t u pdat e
We have had a slight date change for the Chernobyl children’s visit this year as
the plane was full. We are now starting our four week visit on 6 July.
Because funds are short to pay for the flights and visas, we are planning
to have a car boot sale on 9 June, so if you have children’s good quality toys
we can sell or items such as vases or ornaments that may sell, please contact
Shirley Chard on 0795 124 8395 or email shirleychard@hotmail.com to arrange
for the items to be dropped off.
We are also hoping to hold a fundraising meal on the evening of 1 June.
Tickets are £10 per head to include a two course meal with some music and
there will be a raffle.
Helpers and hosts are still needed as soon as possible so we can get CRB
checks underway.

Sonning Flor al
Arr angement society
In May we enjoyed a wonderful
demonstration when Lorraine
Saunders completed 10 beautiful
arrangements that were then raffled.
Her theme, ‘Magic Moments’,
picked on amusing highlights of
her life when she recounted stories
of her wedding, her son’s sailing
experiences, a half marathon she
ran, a parachute jump she made, the
Chelsea Flower Show, where she won
a Bronze medal and the Nationals at
Southport.
For the wedding a bridal bouquet,
while the sailing display used pink
roses and sea holly embellished with
small white sails she made herself.
The parachute jump had an aeroplane
with wings of formium leaves and
long twigs with roses and light green
anthuriams to complete the stylish
design. A modern basket looking like
an herbacious border, full of scented
flowers depicted Chelsea and the star
of the demonstration was a beautiful
green and white arrangement
incorporating a piece of driftwood
that represented the Nationals. She
deserved the applause at the end.
On 3 May we celebrated National
Flower Arranging Day by placing
arrangements in the Ivy restuarant,
the Bull Hotel, the local hairdressers
and the Jubilee Hall - all the
recipients were delighted.
It is rewarding that Sonning
Flower Club can partake in events

where we can use venues in the
village as well as the Church to
feature our artistic talents.
The next meeting is on 13 June
when Annette Parshotham will
demonstrate ‘Blooming Marvellous’
and the competition will be ‘Garden
Flowers’
Don’t forget the trip to
Bournemouth on the 11 July. On
8 August we have Joy Boddington
speaking on the language of flowers,
followed by afternoon tea. Also,
tickets (£12) are available for 23
September, an open meeting at ‘The
Mill’ in Sonning. Jane Gascoine

THE PEARSON HALL
Following the announcement of the
date for the Pearson Hall AGM in the
October issue, I should like to remind
users and friends of the Pearson
Hall that the AGM will take place
on Wednesday 12 June at 8pm. All
users, and potential users, have the
opportunity to make representations
and suggestions about the hall as
a venue for their activities and as
a service to the community. Doors
open from 7.45pm when a glass of
wine or a soft drink and nibbles will
be served. All residents and users are
very welcome to attend. Lesley Bates

SONNING & SONNING
EYE So c i e t y
Following our talk on historical
architecture several members
have asked about listed buildings.
If you want to know more about

local examples, those in Sonning
and Sonning Eye are shown on
our website sonning.org.uk under
‘activities’. English Heritage has a
complete list nationwide, under place
names, and its ‘Images of England’
link, provides a useful picture library
of buildings listed before 2001.
Pauline Simmonds

T h e SONNING CLUB
Treat yourselves to a relaxing drink
in the club gardens, an oasis of calm
away from the traffic and the cares
of everyday life. We are open every
evening and on Sunday lunchtimes.
During the Summer there is
petanque on a Wednesday evening
and the pistes are open for any
members to use whenever they wish.
Two brainbusting quizzes in
June, the 7th and 21st. The prestige of
winning is the spur rather than the
value of the prizes but the taking
part is also great fun. Alan Potter

Village events diary
c h a r v i l v i l l a g e HALL
Sat 8 June 2pm
Singing Workshop for females 934 0589
Sun 16 June 2pm
Charvil Village Fete 901 7610
Sun 8 September 2pm
Charvil Choirs Jumble Sale 934 0589
Sat 28 September 8pm
Quiz Night 934 5524
Sat 26 October 8pm
Family Skittles with supper 934 5419
Sat 23 November 8pm
Anniversary Barn Dance Supper 934 5419
P EARSON HALL s on n i n g
Sat 23 November 7pm Sonning & Sonning
Eye Society AGM and Supper
other venues
Sun 16 June 11am
Sonning & Sonning Eye Soc outing to
Fawley Hill Museum & Railway 934 3193
Sun 23 June 7pm
Charvil Voices and Jewel Tones Concert,
Norden Farm Arts Centre Maidenhead.
934 0589
Sat 7 September
Sonning Show, Sonning School. 969 8653
Voluntary groups, associations and schools
are invited to list future events here so our
readers can note them in their diaries.
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Smoothing Knots
remedial and sport massage

Wentworth textiles

The home of your carpet and flooring solutions

07917 765194
Want to
change the
look of your
floors?

Western Avenue, Woodley, Reading

Celebrating June 2013 —10% off your first consultation
Speed up recovery on injuries

Scan me for details

Relieve stress & promote sleep
Improve muscle flexibility
Accelerate healing
Increase joint range of movement
Aid deep relaxation
Early detection of sporting injury
Come & visit the light & relaxing treatment room

Consultation includes
Postural assessment & corrective advice
Deep tissue massage and treatment
Injury rehabilitation

Look no further.
Wentworth textiles
is a residential and
commercial carpet
and flooring
company with a distinguished
reputation of nearly 50 years.
We can provide samples of of any
flooring, offer a fitting and installation
service. We also provide rugs, be they
hand-tufted or sheepskin and in any size.
For further information, please
contact www.wentworthtextiles.com
or call 0118 958 2166 or email
pa.roper@btinternet.com

For more information visit www.smoothingknots.co.uk

Summer

for 8-14 year olds

Creative Courses
Art, Drama, Jewellery Making

12th-15th August 2013
www.doverbroecks.com
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The Charvil Village Fete - Sunday 16 June
Charvil Village Hall, Park Lane, RG10 9TR

Make sure you visit the St Andrew’s Church stand
FREE games! FREE competitions! FREE fun!
FREE gift for every child!
We can’t promise
you action like this
but you should see
some cowboys as
this year’s theme
for the Charvil
Village Fete is the
Wild West ... and
there will be a
rodeo bull ride!

Pa r i sh Wa l k
Saturday 5 June. Meet at 10.15am,
Woodcote Car Park GR 645821. Walk
via Wroxhills Plantation 5 miles
Jean Milbourn 926 8035, 0798 204 8387

c h a rv i l A rt Grou p Fe t e E x h i bi t ion
Most of our paintings on show at the Charvil Village Fete will be for sale along
with other smaller items. Take a short breather from all the activity to relax/
recharge with us, you will be very welcome.
Our summer outdoor painting/sketching days are about to start - you are
welcome to join us - after which our regular weekly indoor sessions in Jubilee
Hall start again on Wednesday 11 September, 7:30 - 9:30pm. The programme for
the coming year will be available at the exhibition. Julie Bennett

Ch a rv i l V i l l age so c i e t y AT THE FETE
We are looking forward to seeing you at the Charvil Village Fete when we will
be pleased to talk to you about the Village Society, the social events we run, and
our aim to enhance and conserve the character of our neighbourhood.
Margaret Gregory

fl a m enco da nc i ng at T h e Pig g o t t Sc ho ol
Flamenco dancing, led by our Spanish language assistant
Marianna and Spanish teacher Mrs Stewart, enabled the
Spanish students to experience an aspect of the culture
of Spain at first hand.
Initially they learnt the Spanish vocabulary they
would need to understand the dance instructions.
Following this they learnt the steps and finally were able
to complete the dance.
Many students were extremely enthusiastic and tried
really hard to follow the steps and movements.
Tom Langer, Year 9, said ‘The day was good fun and
a change from normal lessons’. Siobhan Byrne Year 9
agreed ‘It has been a really interesting day and was a
great way to reinforce the language’.
The canteen also joined in and served a Spanish menu,
which meant moving fish and chip day to Thursday!
A Council of Action has been set up. They decided
yesterday not to take any immediate action.
Buckinghamshire paper

Winner of the Chairman’s cup was Terry
Butcher for his picture of a Turkish mosque.
Chairman Sue Bell, presented the cup.

Son n i ng A rt Grou p
It has been a busy time for the
Sonning Art Group over the last
few months. In addition to a tutor
session given by group member
Helga Hanfling on the use of mixed
media, we had our first one-day
workshop when local artist Howard
Birchmore taught us how to create
a Venetian scene – look out for
some wonderful finished articles
at the Sonning Show! We were also
invited to the Woodley and Earley
anniversary exhibition and charity
auction.
Our next tutor session will be
on Friday 17 May, when artist Dee
Cowell will be teaching us how to use
charcoal to draw animated figures.
Meetings are from 1 - 4pm on
Fridays, tea and cake provided, for
£2.50 (£3 for tutor sessions) – you are
welcome to join us. Rob Farquhar
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DAVID SHAILES
Plumbers & Decorators

Complete Project Refurbishment
Repairs to Showers, Toilets and more
Bathroom Suites, Toilets, Basins and Radiators
Full Interior and Exterior Decorating
Reliable, Clean and Efficient

A Family Run Independent
Funeral Service

Phone 0118 934 5029 Mobile 0770 860 2442

Save £100

by applying today
If you purchase a plan
with Tomalin & Son
you will receive a
£100 discount off our
current brochure price.

Sunrise of Sonning

TEL: (01491) 573370

Assisted Living, Nursing
& Dementia Care

Golden Charter
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS

Old Bath Road, Sonning, Berkshire RG4 6TQ

0118 321 4149

ANDERSON HOUSE,
38 READING ROAD,
HENLEY-ON-THAMES, RG9 1AG.

www.sunrise-care.co.uk

STD BOARD 130X185MM 80160v3_SOUTH_OXON_HEN>AG>16.10.09

Mallorca - Apartment to let

Daphne & Keith Nichols 0118 969 4628

Brittany
holiday rental

— four bedroom Longère barn
— sleeps nine, plus a cot
— large garden
— quiet, countryside location
— Carnac coast a 40 min. drive

Carole Brooks 0118 934 3180 www.lanndouar.com

ALL AERIALS
A LOCAL SONNING BUSINESS

TV - FM - DAB aerials
Sky dishes installed, re-aligned and repaired
IRS systems for communal premises
Extra TV points and system setups

FREE ESTIMATES - ALL WORK GUARANTEED

0118 944 0000

Meadvale-Bays MOBILE BIKE SERVICES

Parish Magazine Ad.indd 1

All Aerials is a member of the Confederation of Aerial Industries

Local home-based service
FREE local collection & delivery
 Multiple Service Levels
 Punctures repaired
 Cables & brake blocks replaced
 New tyres, pedals, chains, bar grips,
lights, child seats & racks fitted
 Cytech certified mechanic
 Located in North Earley / Shepherds Hill

07/12/2012 17:18




Contact us at:
0118 9353536
john@meadvale-bays.com
www.meadvale-bays.com

Caring for your bicycle

Save money or make money
with The Utility Warehouse
I can show you how to make great savings on
your household and business utility
bills. I can also introduce you to an
opportunity to make a second income,
simply by helping your family and friends save money.

Martin Pulle, authorised distributor, 0784 305 5556
info@lambertmartin.co.uk · www.utilitywarehouse.org.uk/martinpulle

Dr Simon Ruffle writes...
I don’t wish to tempt fate but for the first time this
year I’ve had to draw the blinds to stop the glare on my
computer screen. The sun at this time of the year can still
burn so it’s a good time to know how to care for ourselves
in the sunshine. There are four main skin types. A
simple guide to your type is to ask whether you burn and
whether you get a tan. It’s gauged on one hour in the sun.
— Type 1: always burns within an hour in the sun and
never tans. Unfortunately, you never will. Factor 50 SPF
and covering up in the sun is what you need to do.
— Type 2: will feel a little burnt after an hour, but will
get a slight tan after seven days. High protection is still
required. Start at 50 and if comfortable move down to 30.
— Type 3: you may feel slightly burnt the next day but
will gently tan over a period of days. Start with a high SPF
moving down. You may be able to get to 15 or 8 SPF.
— Type 4: an hour in the sun will not burn and repeated
exposure over seven days causes a nice tan. You can
quickly move down the SPF scale but can still burn if over
exposed to sun, especially between 11am and 3pm. Mad
dogs and Englishmen!

Local organisations

For urgent medical advice between 6.30pm and 8am
and at weekends telephone Westcall: 0118 978 7811

For baldies, like me, it’s very important to cover up and
protect the top of the head. For the first 20+ years of life it
was nicely covered by hair so it hasn’t built up the ability
to produce melanin that is ‘the tan’. Ears, nose, cheeks and
the tops of shoulders burn easily too.
Getting hot and sweaty or swimming should make you
think of reapplying sun factor again.
We must not forget our eyes. Ultraviolet light exposure
will damage the retina so sunglasses should be used. Don’t
be fooled by cheap ones (especially bought on the beach)
they will not give adequate protection.
There are anthropological reasons for Type 1 skins
fairing better in Northern Europe and black skins fairing
better at the equator. It is likely because we need sunshine
to create the active Vitamin D in the body which is vital
for bone health. Dark skins in northern climates don’t
receive enough UV light. A Type 1 in the Yemen- yikes!
Most of us feel better with a tan and that’s good but
do it carefully. Melanoma, probably the worst type of skin
cancer, is directly linked to sun damage. Should you burn,
plenty of cool water, calamine, cover up and stay hydrated!
Please check and report out-of-date details to the editor.

St Andrew’s: Sunday Club
Heather Hexter 946 1316

Monday Club
Ken Trimmings 969 1072

St Andrew’s: Tower Captain
Pam Elliston 969 5967

Sonning Royal British Legion
Chairman: Shaun Sheppard 927 2879

The Friends of St Andrew’s
Hilary Rennie 969 6363

Sonning Brownies
Helen Jukes 969 2514

Jubilee Hall, Charvil
Bookings: Raj 0795 642 3764

Sonning CE Primary School
Headteacher: Lesley Green 969 3399

Charvil Art Club
Julie Bennett 934 5059

Sonning CE School PTA
Vicki Emmett 0791 617 7529

Charvil Branch Conservatives
Emma Hobbs 934 0528

Sonning & Charvil Baby Sitting Group
Geraldine Hearn 934 1071

Charvil Brownies
Tawny Owl: Claire Howells 934 5372

Sonning Charvil & Hurst NAG
Bob Hulley 969 9431

Charvil Caterpillar Club
Nicole Burns 0795 843 9769

Sonning Club
Chris Way 969 3939

Jewel Tones
Suzanne Newman 934 0589

Sonning Cricket Club
Ali Driver 969 2698

Charvil Guides
Ruth Hulley 969 9431

Sonning Flower Club
Sharon Robinson 969 0748

Charvil Pre-School Playgroup
Sally Richards 932 1273

Sonning Football Club
Tony Farmer 956 6536

Charvil Senior Residents Club
Julie Bennett 934 5059

Sonning Glebe WI (Eve Mtgs)
Diana Moulsley 961 8829

Charvil Voices
Suzanne Newman 934 0589

Sonning Guides
Polly Jukes 0790 571 2071

Charvil Village Society
Margaret Gregory 934 5419

Sonning Lawn Tennis Club
Romy Spinder 969 5845

Charvil Women’s Club
Shirley Newman 934 0589

Sonning Liberal Democrats
Coling Lawley 961 8536

Chernobyl Children’s Link
Shirley Chard 969 8086

Sonning Neighbourhood Watch
Sue Bell 969 6924

Sonning Art Group
Chairman: Sue Bell 969 6924

Sonning RNLI
David Bates 969 7753

Sonning Beech Lodge
Bookings: Tim Pascall 969 6935

Pearson Hall
Caretaker & Bookings: Jenny Adams 969 7692
Management: Sharon Robinson 969 0748

Sonning Book Club
Anne Webster 944 0699
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Sonning&&Warren
Warren
Conservatives
Sonning
Conservatives
Chairman: Peter
Petervan
vanWent
Went969
969 3635
3635
Chairman:

1st Sonning Scouts Group
GS Leader: Wendy Cherry 926 2363
ASG Leader: Mike Watts 962 8388
CScout Leader: Mike Moore 934 4478
Cub Scouts: Joan Farnese 944 0374
Beavers: Ruth Whatley 969 5849
Steps ‘n’ Stetsons Line Dance Group
Julie Myers 961 8450
Sonning Table Tennis Club
Alan Tinson 969 0782
Sonning Twinning Association
Beth Dixon 969 2335
Sonning Baby & Toddler Group
Miranda Aston 966 5352
Sonning & Sonning Eye Society
Andy Bell 969 6924
Sonning Village Show
Heather Hine 969 8653
Friends of Ali’s Pond
Alastair Driver 969 2698
Badminton Club
P Pardoe 934 5643
Bel Canto Chorus
Denise Walker 0797 375 2727
Rotary Club of Loddon Vale
Richard Ward 966 9348
Inner Wheel Club of Reading Maiden Erlegh
Hilary Tindall 969 6926
Short Mat Bowling Club
S Newman 934 0589

Cou nc i l Con tac t s
Charvil Parish Council
Miranda Parker 901 7719

Sonning Parish Council
Lesley Bates 969 7753
Local Borough & County Council Councillors
Kate Haines - Coronation, 0771 363 7029
Mike Haines - Sonning & Warren, 967 2879
Nick Ray - Charvil, 934 5892
Carol Viney - Eye & Dunsden, 969 7753
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Local Expertise,
National Exposure
Breaking new ground, Fine & Country is rapidly
becoming known for its unique blend of intelligent
and creative marketing, coupled with a very
professional approach to the sale of individual
and country property.
Our international activities are co-ordinated from
our showroom in Park Lane, Mayfair, London and in
approaching 300 locations worldwide – we combine
the international market with the local expertise
and knowledge of carefully selected independent
property professionals.

33 Right at Home 28/09/2012 10:23 Page 1

Fine & Country Caversham

Tel: +44(0)118 947 2727
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Recipe of the month
The Original Coronation Chicken
The original recipe for Coronation Chicken was created by Rosemary Hume for Queen Elizabeth II’s Coronation lunch
on 2 June 1953. It was later included in the Constance Spry Cookery Book, first published in 1956. It serves 6-8 people.
Preparing the meat

Ingredients for the Cream of Curry Sauce

Poach two young roasting chickens
with carrot, bouquet garni, salt and
peppercorns in water and a little wine, to
barely to cover, for about 40 minutes or
until tender. Allow to cool in the liquid.
Joint the birds, remove bones with care.

—— 1 tbsp oil
—— 50g/2oz onion, finely chopped
—— 1 dessert spoon curry powder
—— 1 good tsp tomato purée
—— 1 wineglass red wine
—— ¾ wineglass water

To serve
Mix a small amount of the sauce (enough
to coat the chicken) with a little extra
cream and seasoning. Mix the chicken
and the sauce together, arrange at one
end of a dish, coat with the extra sauce.
At the Coronation an oblong dish was
used with a rice salad at the other end of
the dish. The salad was made of rice, peas,
diced raw cucumber and finely chopped
mixed herbs, all mixed in a well-seasoned
French dressing.

To make the Cream of Curry Sauce
Heat the oil, add onion, cook gently for 3-4 minutes, add curry powder.
Cook again for 1-2 minutes.
Add purée, wine, water and bay leaf. Bring to boil, add salt, sugar
to taste, pepper, and the lemon and lemon juice. Simmer with the pan
uncovered for 5-10 minutes.
Strain and cool. Add by degrees to the mayonnaise with the apricot
purée to taste.
Adjust seasoning, adding a little more lemon juice if necessary. Finish
with the whipped cream.

Poetry corner

—— A bay leaf
—— Salt, sugar, a touch of pepper
—— A slice or two of lemon and a
squeeze of lemon juice
—— 1-2 tbsp apricot purée
—— 450ml/¾ pint mayonnaise
—— 2-3 tbsp lightly whipped cream

This month we have two poems inspired by the Coronation of the Queen 60 years ago.

OUR GLORIOUS SOVEREIGN
by John Masefield, Poet Laureate
This lady whom we crown was born
When buds were green upon the thorn
And earliest cowslips showed;
When still unseen by mortal eye
One cuckoo tolled his “Here am I,”
And over little glints of sky,
In rain-pools whence the trickles flowed,
The small snipe clattered wing.
The swallows were upon the road,
Nought but the cherry-blossom snowed,
The promise was on all fields sowed
Of Earth’s beginning spring.
Now that we crown Her as our Queen
May love keep all her pathways green,
May sunlight bless her days;
may the fair spring of her beginning
Ripen to all things worth the winning,
The very surest of our praise
That mortal men attempt.
May this old land revive and be
Again a star set in the sea,
A Kingdom fit for such as She
With glories yet undreamt.

CORONATION ON THE TELE
by Charlotte Peters Rock
In 1953 the television came
A big brown wooden box
which coddled a tiny screen
behind the glass
On either side a knob to twizzle
but my dad said If you touch
the screen will all explode
So we didn’t
We watched the tiny Queen
waving from her big glass coach
- except it wasn’t really glass
except the windows - not the wheels
The neighbours crowded in
to borrow sugar - or to see the prize sitting on our mam’s armchair arms
refusing to go home

If you have a favourite
poem to share please
send it to the editor.

And as the Queen was seen
they clapped and cheered as if the
Queen could hear
and waved their little Union Flags
just like the crowds in London
Standing in the rain all day
to see the people passing by
The enormous Queen of Tonga
and her son
- and boring Heads of State
Children wet and waving flags
were standing on their daddies’
shoulders
Some were clutching guardsmen’s
trouser legs
and waving from the gutter
But we could see it all at home and jockey with the neighbours
Our mam spent all the programme
making tea
and moaning as the milk was
running out
and missing all the Queen.
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Inspiring plants for impact
screening and style

Visit us this season for new ideas,
helpful advice
and great quality plants

tel: 01189 341757
www.thebigplantnursery.com
The Big Plant Nursery, Wargrave Rd, Twyford,
Reading, Berkshire RG10 9PN

Domestic
Appliance

Care &
Repair

Richard Lloyd Funeral Services

Independent Funeral Director

1-2 The Parade, Coppice Road
Woodley RG5 3RB

24 Hr Telephone 0118 969 3033

Family-owned, Independent, Funeral Director
and Monumental Mason serving all areas in
and around Sonning and Charvil

A Local Professional Service
¤¤ Washing Machines
¤¤ Tumble Driers
¤¤ Electric Ovens
¤¤ Dishwashers
¤¤ Fridge / Freezers

Call Kevin on
0118 988 6388
07769 700 806
da-cr@hotmail.co.uk

Colin Bennell, Funeral Director

Dr Richard Lloyd, Proprietor

Personal attention and no-obligation visits
made by us in the comfort of your own home,
or in our office in Woodley.
Golden Charter and Age UK
pre-payment Funeral Plans and advice.
Telephone or visit Colin or Richard for free,
no-obligation advice at any time.
www.readingfunerals.co.uk
enquiries@readingfunerals.co.uk
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Gardening tips for June
From the East Reading Horticultural Society

Check your lilies for lily beetles!
Warm weather will bring them out.
These little red beetles love to eat
the leaves of lilies, and can devastate
the plants, while the larvae also
chew the leaves and can be found
hidden in disgusting black messes of
their own faeces under the chewed
remnants of the leaves. If you don’t
want to use insecticides, such as
Provado Bug-clear, the best way is to
trap the adults when you see them.
Using a twig or old knife, scrape off
the larvae into a container of soapy
water to help protect the plants
– this is relatively simple, as the
beetles tend to drop off the leaves
anyway, so catch them before they
disappear into the undergrowth.
Although a bit tedious, this method
also works on Asparagus beetles
later in the season.

Above: The distinctive red lily beetle
and below: the black mess of its larvae.

Water is the key to success this month
—— Along with all the flourish and splendour this month, weeds are thriving,
so keep on top of them; hoe on warm days and leave them on the surface to
wither and die in the sun.
—— Another constant task is deadheading - removing spent flowers from
containers, pots, hanging baskets, beds and borders and feed them all
occasionally with liquid feed. Deadheading diverts energy from producing
seed into producing new flowers so it’s a good thing all round.
—— Theoretically we should be home and dry now weather-wise, but be prepared
for a late frost - keep vulnerable plants and new shoots protected at night
if frost is forecast and don’t be tempted to put out your really tender plants
until the middle of the month unless the weather changes dramatically.
—— If it’s dry, attack ground elder, lords and ladies and the like with systemic
weed killer painted onto the leaves and trail tips of bindweed into jam jars
full of the same. Remember systemic weed killers are indiscriminate and
will kill anything they contact.
—— Watering is essential once the weather is drier and warmer - water
thoroughly once or twice a week rather than little and often (containers and
hanging baskets need watering every day and sometimes even twice a day if
it is hot and windy) - this encourages plants to put down roots in search of
water rather than coming up to the surface.
—— The key to successful planting, whether it be a shrub, tree, perennial or
bedding plant is to water in well. Beforehand, soak the rootball in a bucket
until no air bubbles come to the surface,
dig the planting hole, fill with water and
allow to drain away. Place the plant in
the hole, fill with soil, firm gently and
water with a watering can - this will give
the plant a huge advantage over one
planted with a dry rootball in a dry hole
and watered only on the surface.
For ERHS membership: erhs@hotmail.co.uk or www.erhs.org.uk

Health & beauty
By Janette Hammond

As a beauty therapist I spend
quite a lot of time using make-up.
Sometimes for weddings or special
occasions and sometimes teaching
people how to apply it.
Make-up has, of course, been in
use for many centuries and by almost
every society on earth. In ancient
Egypt and Greece, there are records
of castor oil, rosewater, beeswax and
olive oil being used as protective
balms and skin rejuvenators. The
use of cosmetics is referred to in the
Bible, with Jezebel’s painted eyelids
and Esther having daily beauty
treatments for a year before being
presented to the King.
Queen Elizabeth I was known
to use a white lead paint to lighten
her skin. For a long time a fair
complexion was seen as a sign of
the upper classes. A darker, more
weathered complexion belonged to
those working in the fields.
In more recent times, Elizabeth
Arden and Helena Rubinstein
brought cosmetics to the mass
market as women wanted to look
like the glamorous stars they saw
on the bigscreen. After 16 years in
the beauty industry, I continue to
be amazed at the size of this market
and I love being part of that.

Book review
Hope For A Widow’s Heart
By Quin Sherrer, Authentic, £7.99
The experience of
losing a spouse
can become an
overwhelming
chasm of grief,
loss, confusion,
and even anger.
This touching,
heartfelt book
from veteran best-selling author
Quin Sherrer, offers widows practical
help, hope, and healing for the road
forward. Written in short, easy,
devotional-style readings, Quin
walks hand in hand, sharing her
own story as a widow, as well as the
stories of others.
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Local Trades and Services
ABSOLUTE DIGITAL
TV Aerial and Satellite Services
Installation and Repair including Sky and Home Cinema
T: 0118 942 9300 Free: 0800 0831 993 M: 07787 557681
eMail: kevin@absolute-digital.net www.absolute-digital.net

ANDREW SETCHELL
Decorating and Refurbishment
All interior work undertaken
19 Simmons Fields, Charvil RG10 9UW
eMail: andrewsetchell@ymail.com T: 07809 676990

HC MOTORS - established in 1970 in Sonning
is still going and has just relocated to:
AVENUE GARAGE 29a Western Avenue,
Woodley RG5 3BJ. Tel: 0118 969 6717.
Free local pickup and delivery.

MILLS & BROOM
Domestic Cleaning Services
House Keeping, Cleaning, Washing, Ironing, Dog Walking and
Sitting service. References available and CRB checked
0118 969 7496 eMail: kaz@millsandbroom.com

PRIVATE PHYSIOTHERAPY SERVICE
Back/neck pain; joint/muscle problems & rehabilitation
Clinics based at Twyford and Wargrave GP surgeries
T: 0118 934 0926 - M: 0772 093 3192
eMail: info@fitandable.co.uk - www.fitandable.co.uk

CLARK BICKNELL LTD
Qualified Plumbing and Heating Engineers Gas Safe
25 years experience - local family run company
Call Office: 0118 961 8784 - Paul: 07768 874440
eMail: paul@clarkbicknell.co.uk

POWER CARS OF WOODLEY
Family run business - established 1945
Experienced male & female drivers - Large licensed cars
Reasonably priced local and long distance work undertaken
0118 9693066 eMail: paddypower30@hotmail.com

WATER SOFTENER SALT - Free Local Delivery
25kg Tablet/Granular £8.99 - Harvey Block Salt 2x4kg £5.50
salt-deliveries-online.com
sales@salt-deliveries online.com
M; 0778 577 2263 - T: 0118 959 1796
Unit 2, 6 Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA

PORTMAN GARDENS Design - Construct - Maintain
Garden Features, Patios, Ponds, Pergolas, Fencing
Unit 2, 6 Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA
T: 0118 959 1796 M: 07785 772263
eMail martyncollins@portmanpm.com

HOME COUNTIES FENCING LIMITED
Fencing - Patios - Decking - Driveways - Gates
Ring Paul on
T: 0118 969 8552 - M: 07958 762226
eMail: homecounties1@hotmail.co.uk

ADAM’S PEST CONTROL
BPCA Qualified - Fully Insured
Rats - Mice - Insects - Wasps - Squirrels - Moles etc
T: 0118 972 3709 M: 0784 934 2690
www.adamspestcontrol.co.uk

DOGGIE STYLE
Full Dog Grooming Service
50 Shackleton Way, Woodley, Reading RG5 4UT
0118 969 0759
eMail: melanley@yahoo.co.uk

ALL BUILDS (Berkshire) LIMITED
Extensions - Conversions - Renovations
www.all-builds.co.uk

M: 07780 562099 T: 0118 969 9147

THE STUDIO GALLERY
Specialists in Bespoke . . .
Framing - Printing - Art - Design - Gifts
Manor Farm, Rotherfield Peppard, Henley RG9 5LA
01491 629635 www.studiogalleryuk.com

KINGFISHER BATHROOMS
Plumbing - Plastering - Tiling - all associated work
140 Kingfisher Drive, Woodley RG5 3LQ Tel: 07788 972921
eMail: markt@kingfisher-bathrooms.com
www.kingfisher-bathrooms.com

OVENU - Quality Oven Cleaning Service
Satisfaction guaranteed: only Eco friendly products used
All makes/models expertly cleaned. Range specialists
We also clean hobs, cooker hoods and microwaves
Call FREE 0800 140 9800 www.ovenu.co.uk

22 Buccaneer Close, Woodley, RG5 4XP

BERKSHIRE CARPETS & BLINDS
Carpets, Flooring & Interior Blinds
for Contract or Domestic Use
Unit 3, 92 Northcourt Avenue, Reading RG2 7HQ

CAVERSHAM SOLICITORS
Your friendly, local Solicitors
See us on The Times website www.bcg.thetimes.co.uk
or telephone 0118 947 8638 for all your legal needs

T/Fax: 0118 931 0228 eMail: berkshirecarpets@btconnect.com

www.cavershamsolicitors.co.uk

Please mention The Parish Magazine when contacting our advertisers.
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MONSTER
MUNCHIES












75g (3oz) margarine 



3 normal size
Mars Bars (thinly
sliced)


3 large tea cups Rice Crispies 

100g
(4oz) chocolate or chocolate cake


covering (melted) 







Grease
line
a swiss roll tin. In a
and


heavy
based
saucepan,
gently
melt the
 


margarine.
Add the 
Mars 
Bar pieces
 
and


 
stir
until
no lumps
are left.  



Take
pan
off 
the heat
stir
in the
the


and


Rice
Crispies
–
adding
more
if
the
mixture
      
will
take 
it. Spread 
the mixture
in the
tin
 
 

and
it down
with
the
back of
press

evenly
 


a
spoon.     


Cover with the melted chocolate and leave

to
set. Cut into 24 bars when cold – or cut

into less bars if you are

feeding a very greedy monster!
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Parish contacts
Ministry Team

The Parish Magazine

—— The Vicar
Revd Jamie Taylor*
The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR
revjaft@yahoo.co.uk / 0118 969 3298
*Day off Thursday

—— Editor
Bob Peters
26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR
shalom@robertjpeters.com / 0118 961 1188
—— Advertising and Distribution
Gordon Nutbrown
gordon@iwasthere.co.uk / 0118 969 3282

—— Pioneer Minister
Revd Alison Waters*
6 Park View Drive South, Charvil, RG10 9QX
alwaters@hotmail.co.uk / 0118 934 3723
*Day off Monday
—— Licensed Lay Minister
Bob Peters
26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR
shalom@robertjpeters.com / 0118 961 1188
Pastoral Visiting and Prayer Chain
—— Mrs Jean Tinson
0118 969 0782
Church Wardens
—— Mr Mark Jordan
mark.jordan@talktalk.net / 0118 940 1431
—— Mr Terry Hunt
twghunt@btopenworld.com / 0118 934 1062
—— Deputy Wardens
Mrs Molly Woodley 0118 946 3667
Mrs Liz Nelson 0118 934 4837
Mr Perry Mills 0118 921 9463

—— The Parish Magazine is produced by St Andrew’s PCC
and delivered free of charge to every home in Sonning,
Charvil and Sonning Eye.
—— The Parish Magazine is printed in the United Kingdom
by Herald Graphics Ltd, Reading RG2 oBZ
— — The Parish Magazine is distributed by Abracadabra
Leaflet Distribution Ltd, Reading RG7 1AW
—— The Parish Magazine was designed by Mr Roger
Swindale rogerswindale@hotmail.co.uk and Mr David
Woodward david@designforprint.org

T H E J U BI L E E H A L L , C H A RV I L

Parish Administrator
—— Mrs Sonia Boyles
standrews.sonning@btinternet.com / 0118 969 2428
Parochial Church Council

Secretary
—— Mrs Shirley Chard
0118 969 8086
Treasurer
—— Mr John Scoble
0118 926 5138
Bookings

St Sarik, Sonning
—— Mrs Sonia Boyles 0118 969 2428
Jubilee Hall, Charvil
—— Raj 079 5642 3764
Organist & Choirmaster
—— Mr David Duvall
davidduvall@btinternet.com / 078 5594 7104
Parish website
—— www.sonningparish.org.uk

Available for community groups and private hire
St Andrew’s owns an excellent hall complex in
Park View Drive North, Charvil. It has a number
of regular users and is also available for ad-hoc
bookings. It can seat 80 in a theatre style, and
has a stage area, a well-equipped kitchen and an
annexe. More details can be found at:
www.sonningparish.org.uk
or Raj on 0795 642 3764
jubileehallcharvil@gmail.com
AD HOC USER RATES
£60 – Children’s parties (up to age 14) (12pm–6pm)
£250 – Wedding receptions & evening parties (6pm–12am)
£300 – Wedding receptions & afternoon evening parties
Regular user rates by arrangement
Jubilee Hall is now available for hire on Saturday and Sunday

FC Advert Parish Magazine_Layout 1 04/04/2013 12:17 Page 1

The Parish Magazine 31

Market your home
with the world’s best!
Fine & Country has been awarded the Best International
Real Estate Agency Marketing for four consecutive years.

Call +44 (0)118 947 2727

Fine & Country Caversham 9 Prospect Street Caversham Reading Berkshire RG4 8JB

The French Horn,
Sonning. Quality,
the restaurant and hotel.
www.thefrenchhorn.co.uk
0118 969 2204

