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 — 8.00am Holy Communion
 — 10.30am Family Service
 — 6.30pm Holy Communion

Sunday 13 January
 — 8.00am Holy Communion
 — 10.30am Parish Eucharist and 
Sunday Club

 — 6.30pm  Evening Prayer (with 
hymns)

Sunday 20 January
 — 8.00am Holy Communion
 — 10.30am Family Communion
 — 6.30pm Evensong

Sunday 27 January
 — 8.00am Holy Communion
 — 10.30am Parish Eucharist and 
Sunday Club

 — 6.30pm  Evening Prayer (with 
hymns)

Weekdays 
Tuesday

 — 1.30pm Bible Study led by Jenny 
Sullivan, St Sarik Room

 Wednesday 
 — 8.00am Morning Prayer
 — 10.00am Holy Communion in the 
St Sarik Room (Refreshments on 
first Wednesday of the month)

Thursday 
 — 7.45 Bible Study, 26 Old Bath Road, 
Charvil RG10 9QR

Monthly                                         
MOnday 7 January

 — 11.00am Communion Service at 
Sunrise Senior Living

 Tuesday 8 January
 — 6.00pm Young People’s Bible Study 
Group, St Sarik Room

 Tuesday 8 January                       
— 11.00am Footprints Coffee   
       morning, St Sarik Room
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The deadline for editorial items 
for the February issue is 12 noon, 
Thursday 10 January. 

fron t cov Er
St Andrew’s Church tower captured on a 
crisp Winter’s day by Tom Farncombe.

St Andrew’s 
services and 
group meetings 
Sunday 6 January - Epiphany

From the registers
Baptisms                                                  
Lily Sophie Edwards, 18 November
Roman Joseph Hepburn, 2 December
Benjamin Lyndon Magnus Denoon-
Slater, 2 December 

Funerals                                                    
Marjorie Robinson, 3 December

Arrangements for services can be 
made with either the Vicar or Parish 
Administrator.

19 February 
—Lent Supper, Jubilee Hall
26 February 
— Lent Supper, Jubilee Hall
5 March
— Lent Supper, Jubilee Hall
12 March
— Lent Supper, Jubilee Hall
17 March
— Concert in aid of FOSTAC
19 March
— Lent Supper, Jubilee Hall
30 March
— Easter Saturday Egg Hunt/
Games/Parish Walk/ Tower Tours 
and free BBQ
8-15 April
— Children’s Holiday Club, Jubilee 
Hall
12 May
— Joint 80th Birthday Celebration 
for Revd’s Alison and Jamie
15 June
— Friends of St Andrew’s Hog 
Roast
6 July
— St. Andrew’s Family Day 
6 October
— Harvest Supper
30 November
— St Andrew’s Night Quiz
1 December
— Patronal Festival and Pub 
Reception

di a rY dat Es 
2013
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Advertorial

Haslams: Taking the 
straightforward approach
A no-nonsense, straightforward, trustworthy estate agent

Reading is our town  
– we were born and  
raised here and we’ve 
been serving its 
communities since  
1838. We know every 
inch of every district*.

There are many reasons for 
our success and our longevity 
but perhaps the key to it all is 
the fact that we offer a great, 
straightforward service to each  
and every customer.

A no-nonsense, straightforward, 
trustworthy estate agency.

Let’s face it, when people describe 
estate agents, ‘straightforward’ isn’t 
a term you expect to hear too often. 
Not so with Haslams.

In fact we’re so committed to  
being straightforward that we’ve 
put the word at the top of our 
Customer Commitment. We never 
forget that properties are homes, 
that their importance to you is far 
greater than their bricks and mortar 
value. So we behave accordingly.
We tell you everything, not 
just what we think you want 
to hear. And because we’re so 
deeply rooted in Reading and its 
communities, we have a lot of 
information to share; about an 
individual property, the street  
it’s on, the district it’s in (and  
the amenities around it).

Why do we do this?  
Because we believe that we have  
a responsibility to our clients to 
help them make the best informed 

decision for them and their 
families. For those selling or  
letting their homes, it means  
we attract committed, interested 
and well-informed buyers and 
tenants – in other words, those  
most likely to make serious and 
credible offers, and carry them 
through to completion.

Being straightforward is what 
makes us so trusted…

And being trusted is what makes  
us so successful…

And being successful means getting 
the best deal for our clients.

*every street; every school; every 
church, mosque and synagogue; 
every twist and turn of the river; 
every pub, club and bar; every 
sports centre; every library; every 
youth football team; every doctor, 
dentist, vet and voting booth; every 
neighbourhood, village, community 

and parish; every roundabout, 
traffic light and box junction; every 
park, pond and pathway…

Steve Woodford,  
Managing Director, Haslams

Haslams Estate Agents Ltd   155 Friar Street   Reading   RG1 1HE      0118 960 1000     www.haslams.net
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The Vicar’s letter
De a r fr iends, 

We have been shocked in recent months at the revelations of 
the dreadful, abusive activities of certain celebrities and public 
figures who are now mostly dead. We look on in horror and disgust 
as more victims come forward with appalling accounts that are 
repulsive to all right thinking people. 

In addition, and related to this, we have seen the BBC get 
itself into a dreadful mess with sloppy journalism and weak 
leadership. Of course, we have also witnessed, as part of this 
saga, a very modern manifestation of a very old problem, namely 
gossip, this time in the form of libellous twittering and inaccurate 
reporting against Lord McAlpine. There is no doubt that this was 
a particularly serious form of gossip, indeed I would have thought 
just about the worst, bearing in mind it was totally without 
foundation. 

However, we don’t need to look very far to find daily examples in 
our own communities which, though not as serious, can still cause 
damage and hurt. 

Only an idealistic fool is going to suggest that a way might 
be found to eradicate gossip. However, that is not to say that a 
warning note should not be sounded. In village communities like 
ours, in schools, societies, clubs and groups and sadly in churches, 
gossip abounds. We can’t help ourselves; it is part of the human 
condition. Indeed whole passages in the Bible are dedicated to 
the subject. Never mind the damage that might be done, or that 
we might be passing on something that is misleading, all too 
many people find the temptation too great. Clergy are certainly 
not immune from this, either as victims or, it must be said, 
occasionally as perpetrators! 

God preserve us from the perennial gossip who is quick to pass 
on anything that comes close to bad news or something that is 
derogatory about another. I think all too often we pass on bad or 
negative news so much faster than anything positive. We love to 
spread it around, and to share the gloom! 

Well, as we look forward to this New Year, let us give thanks 
that in our communities there is much good news and many 
positive things are happening for all age groups, and let us make 
use of this publication to pass on word of it. This is a magazine for 
the whole community, and it is available for you to spread your 
good news, whether from a club/society/school or whatever. 

We at St Andrew’s are very pleased to present this magazine 
to each house in the parish, as a fresh and up to date means 
of passing on the good news from all our voluntary sector, 
recreational activities, and from our parish church. 
May I wish you all a very happy New Year.
Warm wishes, 
Jamie
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The Hicks  
Group

Hicks  
Developments Ltd 

Hicks MOT & 
Service Centre

We offer a complete, well equipped,  
modern workshop for all your vehicle  

servicing or repair needs

Tel: 0118 944 1808

WHILE YOU WAIT 

MOT TEST
AND SERVICE CENTRE

15 Headley Road, Woodley RG5 4JB

Open 7.30am -  
5.30pm (Weekdays)

	Private & Commercial Vehicle Repairs
	Air Conditioning Service
	Free Courtesy Car (subject to availability)

Hicks  
Joinery Ltd  

Joinery Manufacturers.  
Wood Finishing 

Tel: Reading 0118 969 0595

Property Developers  
Tel: Reading 0118 969 0595
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Parish noticeboard
Lent Suppers 2013
These will take place in the Jubilee Hall on Tuesdays 
during Lent (beginning on 19 February) and will provide 
an opportunity to explore the basics of Christian belief 
and understanding. A meal will be provided by the 
social committee. To register please contact the parish 
administrator, giving any special dietary requirements. 
Numbers are limited to a first come, first served basis.

Outward Giving
The PCC has agreed its 2012 outward giving donations 
which amount to £11,480. Local good causes include £480 
to Charvil Pre School, £300 to Age Concern, Twyford,  
£700 to Helen and Douglas House children’s hospice 
and £500 to the Duchess of Kent hospice, with a total of 
£4,630 in this category. Sue Ryder Homes, The Children’s 
Society and the Church Housing Trust are among National 
charities to be supported, totalling £1,150. Internationally 
we have given away £5,700 to mission and aid projects, 
including the Karuneipuri Orphange in India.

In addition, the Ranmore Trust, controlled by the vicar 
and wardens, has supported the work of Sonning CofE 
School in the last academic year, totalling about £4,000, 
including a new projector and teaching resources for RE. 
This is part of a long standing commitment to assisting 
the school, as and when the need arises.

Christingle 
The family service on 3 February at 10:30am will be a 
Christingle service. Full details will be in our next issue. 

Parish Visitors 
Do you know someone who would benefit from a friendly 
visit from one of our parish visitors? We have a group of 
members of St Andrew’s who visit the sick, housebound, 
isolated and bereaved. Communion can also be brought 
for people who are housebound. The visitors have no 
agenda, other than to offer an informal point of contact 
from our parish church. You will find more details about 
this on pages 12-13.

Quick, set up another temporary traffic light system, they’re 
still getting through!

LOCAL ROADWORKS INFORMATION 

The Sunday Club is 
growing on love
The Sunday Club, held in the St Sarik Room, is 
growing fast. It’s a club for children of all ages - 
mainly 0-10 years - where they learn about Jesus and 
his love while parents and guardians are worshipping 
in St Andrew’s Church.

Since last September the number of children and families 
attending the Sunday Club has virtually tripled. 

We are very excited at the opportunity to work with 
members of the parish on a regular and consistent basis. 
Due to the increase in attendance we recognized the need 
to review the structure of Sunday Club to ensure that all 
children will learn and enjoy their 40-minute interaction 
with us whenever they are able to attend.

As a result the New Year will see a more structured 
approach with activities designed for the appropriate level 
for the age of the children and including time for a story, 
song and prayer.

There are some new faces among our helpers, Alan and 
Jackie, and an additional leader, Marie, who are looking 
forward to welcoming you.

Please come along and see what’s new. Sunday Club 
meets on the 2nd, 4th and 5th Sunday of each month - on 
the other Sundays children worship with their families in 
church.  Emma Leggett and Heather Hexter 

a dv Ert ising 
opport Uni t Y

In the March issue of this magazine a new page of 
advertising entitled

Home and Personal Services 

will be introduced. The page will form a useful 
directory for over 6,000 monthly* readers who may 

require local professional and business services. 

Interested in advertising? – at a cost that will 
surprise you (pleasantly of course!) 

If you are … 

For more information please contact: 

gordon@iwasthere.co.uk

*Eleven issues each year



8 The Parish Magazine
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From the 
organ bench
‘Christians, awake, salute 
the happy morn’

Footprints Coffee Morning
A relaxed time of fellowship for all. 
We next meet on Tuesday 8 January 
in the St Sarik Room. More about 
this on pages 12-13.

Church opening hours
St Andrew’s is open during the 
winter months from 11am-3pm 
Monday to Saturday, and for Sunday 
services. There is a ‘Churchwatch’ 
rota of people who are on duty 
during these hours. We are always 
looking for more volunteers. Can 
you spare a few hours a month to 
help keep our parish church open for 
prayer, contemplation and general 
visiting? If so please call Mark 
Jordan on 0795 153 4397

For your Prayers this month
— Those who serve on the Charvil 
Parish Council
— The Leaders of our Sunday Club
— The Duchess of Cambridge
— The work of Age Concern

Many Christmas hymns and carols 
are either of unknown origin (O 
come, all ye faithful) or the work 
of several authors (Hark, the 
herald-angels sing) so there is 
little to say about how they came 
to be written. But here’s a heart-
warming story of a father’s love for 
his daughter.

John Byrom (1692-1763) was a man 
of many parts. A fellow of Trinity 
College, Cambridge, he invented a 
form of shorthand used by many 
writers, including Charles Wesley, for 
over a century; he coined the terms 
Tweedledum and Tweedledee; and he 
seems to have been a secret Jacobite 
sympathiser in the reigns of George I 
and George II.  

Later he settled in Cheshire and 
had a family. In 1749 he asked his 
daughter Dorothy what she would 

like for Christmas: she asked for a 
poem. On her Christmas breakfast 
table were the words of Christians, 
awake, salute the happy morn.

John Byrom’s friend John 
Wainwright (1723-68), who became 
organist of Manchester Collegiate 
Church (later Manchester 
Cathedral), set the words to the 
strong, triumphant tune that we 
still sing it to. Originally called 
Stockport, after the composer’s 
birthplace, it is more often known 
as Yorkshire, possibly for no better 
reason than that Wainwright is a 
fine old Yorkshire name.

The poem originally had eight 
long six-line verses; today four is 
about all we can manage. But they 
are enough to appreciate how John 
Byrom, in the faith of God and love 
for his family, used the Christmas 
story to illustrate the hope and 
ultimate triumph of the Christian 
message:

“Then may we hope, the angelic   
 hosts among,

To sing, redeemed, a glad   
 triumphal song”.
David Duvall
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Unique record of an ancient 
but still used graveyard


 































 



Copies are available at £4.00 each, 
including postage and packaging, 
from The Parish Magazine, 26 Old 
Bath Road, Charvil, Reading RG10 
9QR. Please make your cheque 
payable to ‘Sonning PCC’.

St Andrew’s has one of the most ancient graveyards that is still in use today. 
There is evidence that burials and the interment of cremated remains in 
and around the church have been taking place since Saxon times, indeed, 
relics from that time are interred in the graveyard. It is the burial place 
of passengers who died on Christmas Eve 1841 following a train crash at 
Sonning Cutting and it is the home for many war graves including two 
recipients of the Victoria Cross. 

Following extensive research by Gordon Nutbrown, a 40 page book, ‘Record 
of Burials, Interment of Cremated Remains and Memorials’ has been published 
by St Andrew’s Church. The book records all known information about the 
burials dating from the seventeenth century up until 31 July 2012. It includes 
the names, year of birth and death, and the location in the graveyard for more 
than 2,500 people now resting there. A six page section gives details of burials, 
memorials, commemorative plaques and windows inside the church.

It is a unique source of information for anyone interested in the history 
of our parish and the surrounding area, as it is for genealogists and those 
gathering information about their family histories. 

The Friends of St Andrew’s Church 
(FOSTAC) raised over £1,000 at 
their Christmas Fair. Many thanks 
to those who attended and to all the 
helpers who made it such a successful 
event. 

Cheers!
Malcolm Stansfield mulling it over.
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For all your plumbing and gas 
installation needs. Same day and 
emergency services. Gas registered.

We promise to: • call back quickly                                 
• give a fair quote  • give excellent service                   
• treat you as a lifetime customer

Telephone Peter on 078 6332 8238

MILES & DAUGHTERS
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Your local family owned and run complete funeral service

Adam Miles FRSA DIPFD MBIFD

Serving Twyford, Maidenhead and all surrounding villages

Free, no obligation home visits, advice and assistance

 ‘Our family serving your family’

Male and female funeral directors, available to help and                         
assist you at all times

Please feel free to contact us or visit our homely and                             
discreet premises at any time

The Old Clock House, Station Road, Twyford

Day and night service

0118 934 5474

Dennis & Christine look forward to welcoming you to…

The Bull Inn, 
Sonning-on-Thames
Berkshire RG4 6UP

0118 969 3901
Great food, award-winning cask ale, service with a 

smile Seven stylish bedrooms

Present this ad for a complimentary homemade chocolate brownie
bullinn@fullers.co.uk / www.bullinnsonning.co.uk

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Bull Inn | Sonning on Thames | Berkshire | RG4 6UP 
Email: bullinn@fullers.co.uk | Telephone: 01189 693901 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dennis & Christine 
Mason look forward to 
welcoming you to…  
 

The Bull Inn 
 

Great food, award-
winning cask ale and 

service with smile, 
always. 

 
 

Seven stylish 
bedrooms 

   
Present this advert and 
receive a complimentary 
homemade chocolate 
brownie 
 
www.bullinnsonning.co.uk  
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They certainly knew each other. 
They had both been at Trinity 
College Cambridge and as youthful 
Communist supporters had enlisted 
in the Soviet secret service. 

Three other prominent Cambridge 
men had also been enlisted and they 
became known as ‘The Cambridge 
Five’. 

One of these, Guy Burgess, had 
also signed up some Oxford men 
including Goronwy Rees who was 
living in Sonning at Falcon House.  

This building is part of the Red 
House in Thames Street which has a 
blue plaque description as the home 
of Terrence Rattigan.

Guy Burgess was one of the 
missing diplomats and just before he 
disappeared he phoned his friend, 
Goronwy Rees in Sonning. 

A week before that he had called 
on the Rees family in a state of 
agitation and promised to call again 
the following weekend. 

He then went missing after a 
very strange and what Margie Rees 
thought drunken phone call from his 
club in London. 

That was the last that was heard 
of him in England and nothing was 
known of him for several years until 
he and Donald Maclean appeared at a 
press conference in Moscow. 

There was then panic in the 
security services as both men, and 
particularly Maclean had extensive 
knowledge of Anglo American 
co-operation and the Atom Bomb 
project.  

Sonning and a very British spy scandal
By Robert Lobley

MI5 had been about to arrest 
Maclean due to the American code 
breaking and analysis of messages 
from the Russian Embassy in 
Washington, which had identified 
him as a risk. 

Kim Philby, a trusted British 
intelligence officer in America but 
also a double agent, sent Burgess 
home to England to warn Maclean of 
his potential arrest and to arrange 
his flight to Moscow. 

Guy Burgess arrived back in 
England and at once visited his old 
friend in Sonning, Goronwy Rees. 

This is strange as Rees had 
renounced communism in 1939 in 
protest at the Nazi Soviet Pact. 

He had then joined the army 
serving as an officer in the Welsh 
Fusiliers. 

On demobilisation he had 
returned to The Spectator as 
assistant editor but then changed 
career supposedly to work for an 
engineering firm, which was a cover 
for MI6. 

He was a Fellow of All Souls and 
had recently been elected bursar in 
charge of all the college property, and 
had moved to Sonning as it was mid 
way between London and Oxford.

At the end of May, Guy 
Burgess’s London flat mate, in a 
certain amount of panic at his 
disappearance, started phoning 
around his friends. 

Rees suggested that he might 
have gone to Russia, and mentioned 
this to a friend in MI6. 

The following Monday Anthony 
Blunt (keeper of the Queen’s 
pictures) arrived at Falcon House. 
He and Rees went for a long riverside 
walk and their talk suggested that 
one should never betray one’s 
friends. 

In the following weeks Goronwy 
Rees was interviewed several times 
by Guy Liddell deputy head of MI5. 

Rees may have given names of 
other friends and associates, we do 
not know although we do know he 
quite unfairly told someone that 
Guy Liddell was a Communist. This 
is now proved untrue and it possibly 
stopped Lidell’s promotion to head 
of MI5. 

Sometime later Goronwy Rees 
was offered the post of principal of 
Aberystwyth College and moved to 
Wales. 

He wrote some newspaper 
articles about his friend Guy Burgess 
becoming a traitor. The articles were 
criticised at the university and he 
was forced to resign. 

He also appeared on the popular 
BBC programme the Brains Trust 
until a senior executive ordered the 
producer to drop him. 

It might seem that academia and 
the BBC did not approve of anyone 
who was prepared to denounce their 
communist ex friends. 

Rees’s family and friends thought 
that he was unfairly treated at that 
time.
This article was written following the 
release of the Wartime and Post war 
Diaries of Guy Lidell, deputy head 
of MI5. Reference has been made 
to Goronwy Rees’s daughter’s book 
‘Looking for Mr Nobody’ and the 
Mitrokhin Archive

Goronwy Rees

1951: The Festival of Britain; the height of the Cold War; atom bomb spies 
Ethel and Julius Rosenberg tried and sentenced to death in America; the rise of 
McCarthyism; two important British diplomats’ mysterious disappearance; 
and the country is in panic. Where have they gone? Why have they disappeared? 
Did they know each other? What is it all about?
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There’s no need to walk alone 
through life’s difficult times
At some time in our lives we all have to cope with the death of a loved 
one or with our own illness or that of someone close to us. There are no 
right or wrong ways to cope with such issues and in my experience each 
of us has a different way of doing so. At St Andrew’s we fully recognise 
this, and over the years have helped many people through difficult times 
with the result that today we offer a number of different opportunities 
that we are always pleased to share with anyone who lives in the parish, 
whether a church-goer or not.
Much of the work in this area is 
undertaken by volunteers who are 
members of St Andrew’s and who 
feel called by God to serve their 
neighbours through helping in this 
way. The opportunities we offer are 
home and hospital visiting, coffee 
mornings, prayer, and special church 
services. But the most important 
thing of all says Jean Tinson, who 

leads our team of 10 pastoral care 
visitors is: ‘We are here to help in 
any way that we can. There is no 
pressure on anyone, we do not ask 
for any commitment in terms of 
church membership or for any type of 
payment in return for our help.’

If you would like a visit please 
speak to Jean or any of the 
ministry team - contact details p22.

You don’t have to be ill or 
bereaved to receive a home visit. It 
might be that you are housebound 
through a disability and would 
appreciate an opportunity to chat 
with someone over a cup of tea. 

Sometimes you may find 
that talking to close family 
and friends about something 
troubling you is difficult and 
would like an opportunity to share 
your thoughts with a friendly 
outsider. This is often the case 
with bereavement, talking with 
someone not closely involved 
can be a great help if you find it 
difficult to talk with family and 
friends.

I know this because this is my 
own experience. In 1982 my six 
day old son died. For more than 10 
years I would not speak about him 
to family or friends, or anyone 
else. Then one day I found myself 
with a group of complete strangers 
at a Christian camping weekend 
and it was here that I overcame my 
fear and spoke openly about my 
feelings. It was an environment in 
which I felt safe. 

Speaking about him lifted a 
huge weight off my mind so when 
my first wife died a few years ago I 

was determined not to bottle things 
up for another 10 years. Against all 
the good advice I received, I preached 
at her funeral service. This is how I 
coped with my bereavement, but as 
I said before, we all have our own 
different ways of coping, this was 
mine. 

However, being able to speak 
about death and illness is the first 
step in overcoming the anxiety 
that we all feel at these times. And 
speaking to friendly outsiders can be 
a very helpful step to take.

At St Andrew’s we offer an 
opportunity to do this through 
a monthly coffee morning called 
Footprints to which anyone who is 
bereaved or facing a crisis in their 
life of any kind and feels talking with 
a small friendly group of outsiders 
will help them is warmly invited. The 
coffee morning is held between 11am 
and 12noon on the second Tuesday 
of every month in the St Sarik Room 
next to St Andrew’s Church. The 
next Footprints coffee morning is 
on Tuesday 8 January. If you need 
transport to Footprints or indeed our 
church services please contact Jean 
Tinson or members of the ministry 
team who will try to help whenever 
possible - contact details on page 22.

By Bob Peters  Pictures: Tom Farncombe

A quiet corner of the graveyard at St Andrew’s Church which dates back to Anglo-Saxon times.

FOOTPRINTS           
IN THE SAND

One night I dreamed I was walking 
along the beach with the Lord. 

Many scenes from my life flashed 
across the sky.  In each scene  I 
noticed footprints in the sand. 
Sometimes there were two sets of  
footprints, other times there were 
one set of footprints.

This bothered me because I noticed 
that during the low periods of my 
life when I was suffering from 
anguish, sorrow, or defeat, I could 
see only one set of footprints. 

So I said to the Lord, ‘You 
promised, Lord, that if I follow 
You, You would walk with me 
always. But I noticed that during 
the most trying periods of my life 
there have only been one set of 
prints in the sand. Why, when I 
have needed You most You have not 
been there for me? 

The Lord replied, ‘The times when 
you have seen only one set of 
footprints is when I carried you’



Special feature 13

Talking with a friendly outsider 
is not the only type of person that 
many people have found helpful in 
times of need. Talking with God 
through prayer has helped many. 
About 20 years ago at the 6.30pm 
communion service which is held 
on the first Sunday of every month 
in St Andrew’s, an opportunity was 
introduced that continues today 
for someone, usually a member of 
the ministry team, to say a brief 
personal prayer with anyone in need. 
After communion has been taken, 
or a blessing received if you are not 
confirmed, you are invited to the 
side chapel where someone will pray 
and lay hands on you. The prayer 
does not have to be for you, it can be 
anyone you are concerned about. It is 
informal, private and

completely confidential - it will never 
be discussed with anyone.

Each week in most of our services
prayers are offered for the sick and 
those in need of help. Please pass 
requests to the ministry team - and 
don’t forget to let us know when it is 
no longer required.

There is also a prayer chain in 
which prayer requests are passed 
among a group of church members by 
phone and email. Each member of the 
chain will include the request in their 
daily prayers. Contact Jean Tinson or 
the ministry team, details om page 22. 

If you are housebound or unable to 
take communion in church, members 
of the ministry team, and some of 
the pastoral carers who have been 
authorised by the bishop, will bring it 
to your home, hospital or care home. 

Because of the large number of 
residents in the Sunrise Senior Living 
community a well-attended monthly 
communion service is led by one of 
the ministry team together with 
members of the pastoral care team 
who regularly make personal ‘home’ 
visits at other times.

 As well as the regular services that 
provide opportunities for the sick and 
the bereaved, St Andrew’s has two 
well-established and well-supported 
annual services concerned with 
pastoral care. On All Souls Sunday 
at the beginning of November, 
families and friends of those whose 
funeral services have been taken by 

the ministry team come together to 
remember and to thank God for their 
departed loved ones. During this 
special service candles are lit for each 
person being remembered as their 
names are announced. Afterwards 
drinks are served and there is an 
opportunity to meet the ministry 
and pastoral care teams. It is a very 
peaceful, informal and thoughtful 
occasion that many find extremely 
helpful.

The other annual service is 
the more formal Remembrance 
Day celebration on or close to 11 
November. This too is a very moving 
occasion and attracts one of the 
largest congregations of the year.

Finally, there is another 
opportunity that many people find 
helpful. On the side chapel altar is a 
book of remembrance. When funeral 
services are taken by a member of 
our ministry team the family can 
request that the name of their loved 
one is written in the book on the 
appropriate day. Each Sunday, at 
most of our services, the names of 
the departed for the curent week 
are included in our prayers. This 
way, whether you are in church or 
not, you can rest assured that your 
loved one’s anniversary will alway be 
remembered.

If you would like us to help please 
ask. Our contact details can be found  
on page 22.

A quiet corner of the graveyard at St Andrew’s Church which dates back to Anglo-Saxon times.
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Around the villages
ch a rv il  v ill agE soc.
We held a Barn Dance in the 
Charvil Village Hall on Saturday 24 
November. Sixty two members and 
guests turned out for an energetic 
evening of traditional and new 
dances led by the entertaining caller 
Dave Tindall. With The Kennet 
Ceilidh Band playing a lively medley 
of tunes Dave soon had us twirling, 
promenading and ‘Stripping the 
Willow’. A good time was had by all.

A welcome break for a cold supper 
allowed everyone a chance to chat, 
mingle and catch their breath. A 
raffle raised £117 which will be 
donated to a local charity. Our 
thanks go to all those who made this 
another enjoyable evening.

We welcome new members to the 
Charvil Village Society.
Margaret Gregory  mycharvil.com

1 s t sonning scoU ts
The 1st Sonning Scout Group is 
holding a fund-raising quiz on 
Saturday 2 March at the Pearson 
Hall, Sonning. Doors open at 6.30pm, 
with the first question at 7pm. 

The quiz is for adults only and 
the cost has been held at £6 per 
person, and includes a light buffet. 
There will also be a well-stocked 
pay bar (so please do not bring your 
own beverages!) Our renowned 
quizmaster, Mike Watts, will be 
hosting the quiz as usual and there 
will  be a raffle during the interval. 
The maximum number in a team is 
six and there will be plenty of scope 
for singles, couples etc. to make up 
other teams as necessary.

Tickets are available from any 
Sonning Beaver, Cub or Scout Leader, 
or Mike Watts on 0118 962 8388 or 
0788 908 0134.

This is a very popular event so buy 
your tickets early. We are a limited to 
80 persons, though some tickets may 
be available on the door.  

We look forward to seeing you 
at what is always a very enjoyable 
(and slightly challenging) evening 
supporting your local Scouts! 
Trefor Fisher  sonningscouts.co.uk

Blue Coat School
Blue Coat is starting the New Year as 
it means to go on, with a jazz concert 
at 7pm on Tuesday 22 January. 
Pupils and staff –  including semi-
professional jazz musicians - will get 
the Buttery jumping. 

Two nights later, the Parents’ 
Arts Society present an evening 
of Scottish poetry and music at its 
Burns Night, also starting at 7pm. 

On Tuesday 29 January, there will 
be an opportunity to enjoy the music 
of the school’s GCSE students as 
they perform their exam pieces at a 
lunchtime concert at 1.30pm. 

All events are in the Buttery 
and everyone is welcome. For more 
details: Reception on 0118 944 1005. 
Marjie Thorne

t hE sonning clUB
Call in at the club for a warm 
welcome in comfortable 
surroundings with a variety of 
beverages. If you come at the 
beginning of the month you can 
enter the Winter Tournaments that 
will provide an interesting reason for 
several visits in the months to come, 
ending in the Spring with the finals. 
Petanque will start in the Spring but 
if you you want to wrap up warmly 
you can play any Sunday lunchtime. 

 And in case the brain cells feel 
underused we have two quizzes in 
January, Friday 4 and Friday 18. 
Tracy Barrett  sonningclub.co.uk

consErvat i v E a ssoc.
The winter drinks party for the 
Sonning & Warren is on Saturday 19 
January, 12 noon, at Caxton, West 
Drive, Sonning, by kind permission 
of Mr and Mrs Gordon Nutbrown. 
Tickets, on sale until 12 January, cost 
£10 and are available from Rosemary 
Digby 0118 327 6190. Valerie Buxton

sonning a rt groUp
Local artist Jenny Halstead provided 
a most interesting and informative 
tutor session on drawing portraits. 
Roger Hutchinson, husband of the 
group’s treasurer, Jean, volunteered 
to be the ‘sitter’ and many varieties 
of his portrait were eventually 
revealed – like the gentleman he 
is, he refrained from too much 
comment on the depictions! 

We also had the pleasure of 
Wokingham artist Peter Swain 
demonstrate water colour for 
landscapes. The year ended with the 
usual Christmas meal and a relaxed 
session with drinks, mince pies and 
festive music.

The first session of the New 
Year is on 4 January. It will include 
the AGM and election of the new 
committee. A full programme of 
tutor sessions has been arranged 
so if anyone would like a friendly 
atmosphere in which to try their 
hand and get a bit of help, you’ll be 
made most welcome at the Pearson 
Hall on Friday afternoons, 1-4pm. 
Rob Farquhar sonningartgroup.org.uk

sonning cE school
A reminder that the applications 
deadline for primary school places 
in Wokingham Borough for the next 
academic year is 15 January. 

Our two open mornings last term 
were extremely busy and we are 
planning to hold an additional one 
should there be a demand. It will be 
on Wednesday 9 January at 10am, 
please contact the school office on 
0118 969 3399. The school office will 
be closed until 7 January but you 
will be able to leave messages on the 
answerphone. Lesley Green

Jazz Cabaret Sam Dawson on trumpet



Around the villages 15

Woodley Decor
Painters & Decorators

Established Since 1969

No job too small
All work guaranteed

For a free estimate, contact us on:
0118 940 6888

Or visit our web site: www.woodleydecor.co.uk

Milley Lane, Hare Hatch, Reading, Berkshire. RG10 9TH

sonning & sonning 
E Y E sociEt Y
When 60 members arrived for the 
AGM and supper Pearson Hall was in 
darkness - there was no electricity! 
An interesting challenge for the 
chairman but all ended well. The 
AGM transferred to the brightly lit 
Sonning Club and when we returned  
a delicious three course meal with 
wine and coffee was ready, heated by 
gas and lit by candles and torches.

Chairman Bob Hine reported 
that Mike Hart had kindly agreed to 
chair the planning and traffic panel 
and he thanked Diana Coulter for 
organising the photo competition 
and the newsletter Bridge. Alastair 
Driver was congratulated on his 
appearance in Who’s Who, and the 
new Village Voices book was launched 
and highly praised. The editors, 
Mary Chapman, Lesley Green 
and Annabella Marks, ended the 
evening with an amusing talk on the 
‘difficulties’ of producing the final 
version. A memorable AGM and a 
great team effort! 
Pauline Simmonds www.sonning.org.uk

chEr noBY l childr En 
We are holding a Health & Well 
Being evening on Friday 18 January, 
7-10pm at the Jubilee Hall. Tickets 
are £10. Please bring a friend or 
relative. Practitioners include: 
acupuncture, yoga, homeopathy, 
skin care, massage, osteopathy, 
reflexology and hypnotherapy. There 
will be a 10 minute talk from the 
practitioners and taster sessions 
available. The ticket includes a 
welcome drink and  vegetarian food 
will be available.

Tickets ae available from Shirley 
Chard 969 8086 or Chris Bennett 940 
3694. All proceeds to the Chernobyl 
Children’s Lifeline charity for next 
year’s visit. Shirley Chard

opEn door s
Thank you to all who prayed for 
Pastor Makset Djabbarbergenov and 
his family. I am delighted to report 
that he was released on December 4 
and reunited with his pregnant wife 
and four sons, initially at the UN 
office in Almaty, Kazakhstan. It was 
a joyful moment, even though his 

two-year-old son didn’t recognise 
him at first. The family have had to 
leave Kazakhstan so please pray for 
their relocation in Sweden and the 
safe arrival of their baby.

Also give thanks that the case of 
the Pakistan teenager, Rimsha Masih 
was dropped on the 20 November. 
The Imam who accused Rimsha is 
still in custody so please pray for 
the safety of her family as tension 
is still high. Please pray for all those 
imprisoned for their faith. If you 
think it is cold here, they face much 
harsher conditions. With thanks and 
blessings for 2013, Carole Arrowsmith

sMilE t iME
Seen in a church bulletin (you know 
what they meant, but!): This morning’s 
sermon: ‘Jesus walks on the water’. 
This evening’s sermon: ‘Searching for 
Jesus’. Next Thursday there will be 
try-outs for the choir. They need all 
the help they can get. This week, why 
not try to smile at someone who is 
hard to love. And be sure to say ‘hell’ 
to someone who doesn’t much care 
about you.
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International Auctioneers and Valuers - bonhams.com/henley

Free Valuations in Henley
Jewellery 
Thursday 8 November, 
Thursday 6 December

Pictures
Thursday 22 November, 
Thursday 13 December

Oriental Works of Art
Thursday 6 December

For a free valuation of items 
that you may be considering 
selling at auction, please 
book an appointment with 
our visiting Specialist.

01491 413 636
henley@bonhams.com

CANON TREE CARE
EXPERIENCED  QUALIFIED  INSURED

In association with TAKA ISHII  Green Garden Design (Japan)            

OFFICE - MON-FRI 8.45-5.30: 
READING 0845 034 0962
OUT OF OFFICE HOURS: 

MOBILE 0779 931 5661
CTC.Julian@yahoo.co.uk

•	 Pruning,	Felling	&	Planting		
•	 Reductions,	Thinning	&	Dead	Wooding	
•		Dangerous	Trees	Saved	&	Made	Safe
•		Modern	Noninvasive	Cable	Bracing
•		Stump	Grinding	&	Removal
•		Tree	Problem	Diagnosis
•	Japanese	Ornamental		
				Tree	Pruning	 READING

WINDSOR

MAIDENHEAD

BRACKNELL

SONNING

For entry at age 11+, 13+
closing date for applications: 21st January 2013

call 01865 888942 or email registrar.leckfordplace@doverbroecks.com

For entry into the Sixth Form
closing date for Academic and Science applications: Monday 5th November 2012

Arts, Performing Arts, Environmental Awareness, Enterprise Award: 7th January 2013

call 01865 310000 or email sixthform@doverbroecks.com

an 11-18 independent coeducational school based in Oxford

www.doverbroecks.com

Open Morning  Saturday, 2nd February 2013

to reserve your place, please visit our website.

Scholarships 2013

Open Morning  Saturday, 2nd February 2013

to reserve your place, please visit our website.
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Recipe of the month Book review 

 — Clean and sharpen mowers, shears and other tools
 — Mulch around fruit trees and established plants
 — Protect phormiums, cordylines and other tender plants by wrapping them 
with bubble polythene or horticultural fleece

 — Clean out your greenhouse wash down hard surfaces
 — Keep an area of your pond ice free
 — This is a good month to put a fresh layer of bark around plants, this helps to 
keep plants insulated in severe weather

 — Ensure the last of any late falling leaves are cleared to avoid a build up of 
pests and disease

 — Even in winter, containers of winter bedding such as pansies and ivies may 
need watering in dry conditions

 — A lot of people lose expensive plants such as Boxwood and Bay trees; this is 
not due to the weather but lack of water so don’t forget to check every two 
weeks

 — Dig over new plots and leave them roughly dug to allow frost to break down 
the large clods

 — Empty out your compost bin over the vegetable plot this will allow the 
elements to break down large pieces naturally

 — Prune blackcurrants and raspberries
 — Plant new fruit trees.
For membership details of the East Reading Horticultural Society contact:
erhs@hotmail.co.uk  or visit their website at: www.erhs.org.uk

Gardening tips for January
By Neil  Stockwell, East Reading Horticultural Society

One of the things I love about living 
in this country is the seasons. 
Beautiful blessings that they are, 
they can bring problems too.  As 
a beauty therapist, I have clients 
asking me how to deal with the dry 
skin and chapped lips this colder 
weather can cause. Of course, it’s 
going from our warm and cosy 
environments into the cold and 
back again that really causes the 
problems. Perhaps I could just pass 
on a few tips:

When washing or cleansing your 
face, using a clean flannel, gently 
buff away any dry skin, including 
on your lips. Keeping your skin 
moisturised is the best and most 
obvious way of protecting it. So 
applying a moisturising cream will 
protect your skin during the day. 
Do this at night as well, as the skin 
repairs itself whilst we sleep, so help 
it along. Lip balm during the night 
and day will also give best results. 
So moisturising in the daytime to 
protect and night time to repair and 
heal. 

I hope you manage to enjoy any 
crisp, clear days that January can 
bring. Janette Hammond is a freelance 
beauty therapist and perfume designer 
0791 781 8283

Health & beauty
By Janette Hammond

When You Pray - Daily Bible 
reflections for Lent and Easter on 
the Lord’s Prayer 
By Joanna Collicutt, BRF, £7.99
BRF’s 2013 Lent Book is based on 
the lesser-used version of the Lord’s 
Prayer in Luke’s Gospel. The early 
church used it to prepare candidates 
for baptism during Lent and it was 
the basis for instruction in the faith, 
supported by the creeds. In a society 
where most could not read or have 
access to a Bible and, before the 
final canon of the New Testament 
had been agreed, where disputes 
about heresies raged, the Lord’s 
Prayer could be held on to as the gift 
of Christ himself and all that the 
Church understood him to be. 

 — 2 small traditional haggis
 — 1 large onion
 — 4 large potatoes 
 — 6 turnips or parsnips if you prefer the taste
 — 1pt ready made chicken gravy (most supermarkets have this)
 — Sprig of fresh thyme.

 
Method
Cook the haggis following instructions on label.
Once cool break up into a baking dish.
Sweat the onions and thyme until golden.
Add ready made gravy and bring back to boil, then pour over the haggis.
Boil and mash potatoes.
In another pan boil and mash the turnips/parsnips.
Spread the turnip/parsnip mix over the haggis mix.
Then cover with the mashed potatoes.
Place in the oven and bake at 180 0c (Gas Mark 4) for about 30 mins or until 
crispy on top.
Serve with freshly steamed green vegetables, for example, curly kale or 
broccoli.

*At Pearson Hall on Burns Night, 25 January, their social committee is holding a 
traditional haggis supper at 7:30pm. Tickets £12.50 from Judy Baldwin on 969 2329.

Burns Night Special*: Haggis and Neeps Pie
By Kevin Crook, catering manager, Sunrise Senior Living, Sonning
Ingredients for six servings
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Contact us at:  
0118 9353536 
john@meadvale-bays.com 
www.meadvale-bays.com 

 

 Local home-based service 
 FREE local collection & delivery  
 Multiple Service Levels 
 Punctures repaired 
 Cables & brake blocks replaced 
 New tyres, pedals, chains, bar grips, 

lights, child seats & racks fitted 
 Cytech certified mechanic 
 Located in North Earley / Shepherds Hill 
 

Meadvale-Bays MOBILE BIKE SERVICES 
 

Caring for your bicycle 

The Ivy of Sonning
Fine Indian dining

Tea rooms

6 High Street
Sonning

Berkshire
RG4 6UP

DAVID SHAILES
PLUMBERS & DECOR ATORS

Repairs to Showers & Toilets and more
Complete Project Re-furbishment.

Bathroom Suites, Toilets, 
Basins, & Radiators.

Full Interior & Exterior Decorating.
Reliable, Clean & Efficient  

 Phone: 0118 934 5029
 Mobile: 0770 860 2442

JANE T TE HAMMOND
BE AUT Y THER APY

•  Waxing  •  Manicures & pedicures
•  Facials  •  Make-up
•  Lash & brow tinting •  Perfume making
  •  Massage

28 Hilltop Road, Earley,  
Reading RG6 1DA

 0118 926 2365

 
JANETTE HAMMOND    
BEAUTY        THERAPY 

 
¥ Waxing  
¥ Manicures & Pedicures 
¥ Facials 
¥ Make-up    
¥ Lash & Brow Tinting  
¥ Perfume making   
¥ Massage 
 
28 Hil ltop Road, Earley,  
Reading.   RG6 1DA 
Telephone:  0118  926  2365 

 

 

 

 

 

To avoid disappointment, please reserve your 
table in advance. Open seven days a week,                       

including Bank Holidays

0118 969 7676

Claire Howells

Sew Sew
Blinds, bridal wear,  
costumes, curtains  
and sew on…

0118 934 5372
077 7848 8975
twyfordhowells@aol.com

 

 

STD BOARD 130X185MM 80160v3_SOUTH_OXON_HEN>AG>16.10.09

A Family Run Independent
Funeral Service

Save £100
by applying today
If you purchase a plan 
with Tomalin & Son
you will receive a 
£100 discount off our 
current brochure price.

TEL: (01491) 573370
Golden Charter 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS

ANDERSON HOUSE, 
38 READING ROAD,
HENLEY-ON-THAMES, RG9 1AG.
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Local organisations 
Please check details and report out of date 
names and numbers

St Andrew’s: Sunday Club 
Heather Hexter 946 1316 

St Andrew’s: Tower Captain 
Rob Needham 926 7724 

The Friends of St Andrew’s 
Hillary Rennie 969 6363 

Jubilee Hall, Charvil 
Bookings: Raj 0795 642 3764 

Charvil Art Club 
Julie Bennett 934 5059 

Charvil Branch Conservatives 
Emma Hobbs 934 0528 

Charvil Brownies 
Tawny Owl: Claire Howells 934 5372 

Charvil Caterpillar Club 
Bridget Mundy 934 4253 

Charvil Girls Choir 
Jewel Tones 934 0589 

Charvil Guides 
Ruth Hulley 969 9431 

Charvil Parish Council 
Miranda Parker 901 7719 

Charvil Pre-School Playgroup 
Sally Richards 932 1273 

Charvil Senior Residents Club 
Julie Bennett 934 5059 

Charvil Voices 
Suzanne Newman 934 0589 

Charvil Village Society 
Margaret Gregory 934 5419 

Charvil Women’s Club 
Shirley Newman 934 0589 

Chernobyl Children’s Link 
Shirley Chard 969 8086 

Sonning Art Group 
Chairman: Sue Bell 969 6924 

Sonning Beech Lodge 
Bookings: Tim Pascall 969 6935 

Sonning Book Club 
Anne Webster 944 0699 

Sonning Royal British Legion 
Chairman: Shaun Sheppard 927 2879 

Sonning Brownies 
Helen Jukes 969 2514 

Sonning CE Primary School 
Headteacher: Lesley Green 969 3399 

Sonning CE School PTA 
Vicki Emmett 0791 6177529  

Sonning & Charvil Baby Sitting Group 
Geraldine Hearn 934 1071 

Sonning Charvil & Hurst NAG 
Bob Hulley 969 9431 

Sonning Club 
Chris Way 969 3939 

Sonning & Warren Conservatives 
Kate Haines 07713 637029 
Councillors: Mike Haines, Sonning & Warren  
mike.haines@wokingham.gov.uk  
Nick Ray, Charvil nick.ray@wokingham.gov.uk

Sonning Cricket Club 
Ali Driver 969 2698 

Sonning Flower Club 
Sharon Robinson 969 0748 

Sonning Football Club 
Tony Farmer 956 6536 

Sonning Glebe Art Club 
Julian Toms 969 0100 

Sonning Glebe WI (Eve Mtgs) 
Diana Moulsley 961 8829 

Sonning Guides 
Polly Jukes 0790 571 2071 

Sonning Lawn Tennis Club 
Romy Splinder 969 5845  

Sonning Liberal Democrats 
Coling Lawley 961 8536 

Sonning Neighbourhood Watch 
Sue Bell 969 6924 

Sonning Parish Council 
Lesley Bates 969 7753 

Sonning RNLI 
David Bates 969 7753 

First Sonning Scouts Group 
GS Leader: Wendy Cherry 926 2363 
ASG Leader: Mike Watts 962 8388 
CScout Leader: Mike Moore 934 4478 
Cub Scouts: Joan Farnese 944 0374 
Beavers: Ruth Whatley 969 5849

Sonning Table Tennis Club 
Alan Tinson 969 0782 

Sonning Twinning Association 
Beth Dixon 969 2335 

Sonning Baby & Toddler Group 
Miranda Aston 966 5352 

Sonning & Sonning Eye Society 
Andy Bell 969 6924 

Sonning Village Show 
Heather Hine 969 8653 

Friends of Ali’s Pond 
Alastair Driver 969 2698 

Monday Club 
Ken Trimmings 969 1072 

Pearson Hall 
Caretaker & Bookings: Jenny Adams 969 7692 
Management: Sharon Robinson 969 0748 

Badminton Club 
P Pardoe 934 5643 

Rotary Club of Loddon Vale 
Richard Ward 966 9348 

Short Mat Bowling Club 
S Newman 934 0589 

Westcall  
When pharmacies are closed urgent 
prescription medication can be 
obtained through Westcall’s out of 
hours service:  0118 978 7811

Oxford Road Pharmacy 
Monday-Thursday:  8am - 10pm
Friday & Saturday:  8am - midnight
Sunday:    8am - 8pm
276 Oxford Road Reading R G 3 0 1 A D 
0118 957 4999

 

OUT OF HOURS PHARMACIES

From 
the 
editor’s 
desk
Constructive criticism and 
suggestions for future articles are 
always very welcome, indeed, our 
first issue to be sent free to every 
home in Sonning, Charvil and 
Sonning Eye produced both.

Some of the ideas I am pleased to say 
have already been included in this 
issue while others were not really 
appropriate for this type of magazine. 
As a church publication our primary 
aim is to inform residents living in 
the parish of St Andrew’s Church 
about who we are, what we do and 
how we can help - and to do it an 
intresting and entertaining way. 
Another aim is to support the many 
voluntary clubs and associations in 
the three communities that make up 
the parish. We do this by including 
news and announcements about their 
activities. And added to this are some 
general interest items that I hope all 
the family will enjoy - if, by the way, 
you have a good recipe you would like 
to share please let me know. So you 
can see, my main task as editor is 
finding the space to fit everything in.

A few people have asked how the 
magazine is funded. It is quite simple. 
The income from advertising covers 
the printing costs, while delivery 
is paid for from funds designated 
for work in the parish. These funds 
come from the rent St Andrew’s PCC 
receives from the Bull Inn, Sonning. 

The magazine staff, Gordon 
Nutbrown, who manages the 
advertising and distribution, and me, 
are unpaid volunteers who enjoy the 
challenge.

It is I believe, more than a co-
incidence that Gordon lives in 
Sonning, I live in Charvil, and the 
original design was developed by 
David Woodward who lives in Sonnng 
Eye, so it is truly a ‘home-grown’ local 
parish magazine!  Bob Peters



Katie Sarsfield MBCS    07981 600726
katie@kimservices.co.uk

Your LOCAL Village IT Support Service

 

All things PC plus Apple iPad, iPhone/Smart phones.
At your office or home. 

Personal tuition, advice, set-up, installation/integration.

Mallorca - Apartment to let
Daphne & Keith Nichols  0118 9694628

Brittany
holiday rental

— four bedroom Longère barn
— sleeps nine, plus a cot
— large garden 
— quiet, countryside location 
— Carnac coast a 40 min. drive

Carole Brooks  0118 9343 18  www.lanndouar.com

Monumental and 
Masonry Craftsmen

Specialists in all stone work and restoration,  
memorial work and garden materials

AF JONES
33 Bedford Road, Reading
0118 957 3537
Est 1858

ET SHEPPARD
36 Reading Road,  
Henley-on-Thames
0149 157 4644
Est 1906

ADD Plumbing Solutions
All domestic plumbing  
undertaken, no job too small
0118 934 4624 / 079 3207 2912
www.addplumbingsolutions.co.uk

• local and fully insured
• free written quotes & estimates
• certified by BPEC and City & Guilds
• references available

RICHARD LLOYD FUNERAL SERVICES

Independent Funeral Director and 
Monumental Mason - serving all areas

Personal attention in our premises or in the 

comfort of your own home

Phone or visit us for free, no-obligation, advice at any time

24 hour telephone 0118 969 3033
1-2 The Parade, Coppice Road, Woodley rg5 3rB

enquiries@readingfunerals.co.uk
www.readingfunerals.co.uk

WHITE MARQUEES
For hire

 
All proceeds used for funds of 

1st Sonning Scout Group

Suitable for all events, parties, fetes etc.
We Deliver, Erect, Take Down and Collect!

Suggested donation of only £175
Discount for Registered Charities

Trefor 07789 880072
 Marquee@sonningscouts.co.uk

CHRIS THE PLUMBER
I offer a friendly, reliable and punctual service. Anything from 

a dripping tap to a full bathroom refurbishment. No job too 
small. Radiator valves, powerflushing, CH pumps, shower 

repairs and replacement, all general plumbing undertaken and     
emergency calls. Contact Chris Duvall free, no obligation quote.                

Christheplumber75@googlemail.com  
0785 095 6354      0118 926 4690

20 The Parish Magazine



Children’s fun page 21

FROM LITTLE THINGS

Sometimes the smallest, most innocent 
looking things can cause great changes. The 
proverb says that great oaks grow from little 
acorns and it seems a miracle that something 
as small as an acorn, so small that you can 
hold a lot of them in your hand, can grow into 
something as huge and strong as an oak tree

Jesus talked about this power in the parables, 
the stories that he told, when he said that the 
Kingdom of Heaven is like yeast (Matthew, 
chapter 13, verse 33). Yeast is a small fungus 
but without it we wouldn’t have bread, wine or 
beer. 

Jesus reminded us that you don’t have to be big 
to make a difference. A very small amount of 
yeast turns a lot of flour into bread. We may be 
only one small person but we too can make a 
big difference.

When a cat has babies they are called kittens. 
What are the babies of the animals in our quiz 
below called?

A baby DOG is a ...
fluppy — puppy — huffy

A baby GOAT is a ...
kid — cuddle — groat

A baby HARE is a ...
harbour — cub — leveret

A baby BEAR is a ...
cub — hug — teddy

A baby KANGAROO is a ...
roo — joey — bluey

A baby ELEPHANT is a ...
dumbo — tusker — calf

How can you tell a baby snake?

 By its rattle!

What’s a baby whale called?

     A little squirt!

BABY NAMES

Answers: 
a baby dog is a puppy  — a baby goat is a kid — a baby hare is a leveret — a baby bear is a cub — a baby kangaroo is a joey — a baby elephant is a calf

Answers at the bottom of the page
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Ministry Team

 — The Vicar
 — Revd Jamie Taylor* 
The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR 
revjaft@yahoo.co.uk / 0118 969 3298 
*Day off Thursday

 — Pioneer Minister
 — Revd Alison Waters* 
6 Park View Drive South, Charvil 
alwaters@hotmail.co.uk / 0118 934 3723 
*Day off Monday

 — Licensed Lay Minister
 — Bob Peters 
26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR 
shalom@robertjpeters.com / 0118 961 1188

Pastoral Visiting and Prayer Chain
 — Mrs Jean Tinson 
0118 969 0782

Church Wardens
 — Mr Mark Jordan 
mark.jordan@talktalk.net / 0118 940 1431

 — Mr Terry Hunt 
twghunt@btopenworld.com / 0118 934 1062

 — Deputy Warden
 — Mrs Molly Woodley 
0118 946 3667

Parish Administrator
 — Mrs Sonia Boyles 
standrews.sonning@btinternet.com / 0118 969 2428

Parochial Church Council
Secretary

 — Mrs Shirley Chard 
0118 969 8086

Treasurer
 — Mr John Scoble 
0118 926 5138

Bookings
St Sarik, Sonning

 — Mrs Sonia Boyles 0118 969 2428
Jubilee Hall, Charvil

 — Raj 079 5642 3764

Organist & Choirmaster
 — Mr David Duvall 
davidduvall@btinternet.com / 078 5594 7104

Parish website
 — www.sonningparish.org.uk

The Parish Magazine

 — Editor
 — Bob  Peters 
26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR 
shalom@robertjpeters.com / 0118 961 1188

 — Advertising and Distribution
 — Gordon Nutbrown 
gordon@iwasthere.co.uk / 0118 969 3282

Parish contacts

 —  The Parish Magazine is produced by St Andrew’s PCC 
and delivered free of charge to every home in Sonning, 
Charvil and Sonning Eye.

 — The Parish Magazine is printed in the United Kingdom 
by Herald Graphics Ltd, Reading RG2 oBZ

 — The Parish Magazine is distributed by Abracadabra 
Leaflet Distribution Ltd, Reading RG7 1aW

 — The Parish Magazine was designed by Mr Roger 
Swindale rogerswindale@hotmail.co.uk and Mr David 
Woodward david@designforprint.org

  THE JUBILEE HALL ,  CHARVIL

Available for community groups and private hire

St Andrew’s owns an excellent hall complex in 
Park View Drive North, Charvil. It has a number 
of regular users and is also available for ad-hoc 
bookings. It can seat 80 in a theatre style, and 
has a stage area, a well-equipped kitchen and an 
annexe. More details can be found at:

www.sonningparish.org.uk
or call Raj 07956 423764

AD HOC USER RATES

£60 – Children’s parties (up to age 14) (12pm–6pm)
£250 – Wedding receptions & evening parties (6pm–12am)
£300 – Wedding receptions & afternoon evening parties

Regular user rates by arrangement
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Henley Care Agency
Care in your own home

Live in Care / Daily Visits / Respite Care

• Remain in the comfort of your own home.

• Extensive experience in care for the elderly, terminally
ill patients as well as persons recovering from strokes,
operations or suffering from dementia.

• All nurses and carers are fully trained,
insured and CRB checked.

For more information or to arrange a home assessment
call Izabela directly on 07849 897 052

Tel. 01491 842915
Email. info@henleycare.co.uk

CQC Registered Provider 1-341050661



The French Horn,  
Sonning. Quality,  
the restaurant and hotel.

www.thefrenchhorn.co.uk 
0118 969 2204


