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fron t cov er
The main candelabra at St Andrew’s
Church. Photograph: Tom Farncombe.

St Andrew’s services and group
meetings
Sunday 3 February - Candlemas
—— 8.00am Holy Communion
—— 10.30am Christingle Family
Service
—— 6.30pm Holy Communion (with
prayers for healing)
Sunday 10 February
—— 8.00am Holy Communion
—— 10.30am Parish Eucharist with
Sunday Club
—— 6.30pm Evening Prayer (with
hymns)
Ash Wednesday 13 February
—— 7.30pm Holy Communion (with
the imposition of ashes)
Sunday 17 February
—— 8.00am Holy Communion
—— 10.30am Family Communion
—— 6.30pm Choral Evensong
Sunday 24 February
—— 8.00am Holy Communion
—— 10.30am Parish Eucharist with
Sunday Club
—— 6.30pm Evening Prayer (with
hymns)
Weekdays
Tuesday
—— 1.30pm Bible Study led by Jenny
Sullivan, St Sarik Room
Wednesday
—— 8.00am Morning Prayer
—— 10.00am Holy Communion in the
St Sarik Room (Refreshments on
first Wednesday of the month)
—— 5.30pm Kids Fellowship, Jubilee
Hall, for ages 8+ in term time
Thursday
—— 7.45 Bible Study, 26 Old Bath Road,
Charvil RG10 9QR
Monthly
MONDAY 4 february
—— 11.00am Communion Service at
Sunrise Senior Living
Tuesday 5 february
—— 6.00pm Young People’s Bible Study
Group, St Sarik Room

Tuesday 12 february
— 11.00am Footprints Coffee 		
morning, St Sarik Room

From the registers
Baptisms
Eva Rose Hollis, 16 December
Arrangements for services can be made
with the Vicar or Parish Administrator.

di a ry dat e s
2013
19 February
—Lent Supper, Jubilee Hall
26 February
— Lent Supper, Jubilee Hall
5 March
— Lent Supper, Jubilee Hall
12 March
— Lent Supper, Jubilee Hall
19 March
— Lent Supper, Jubilee Hall
30 March
— Easter Saturday Egg Hunt/
Games/Parish Walk/ Tower Tours
and free BBQ
8-15 April
— Children’s Holiday Club, Jubilee
Hall
12 May
— Joint 80th Birthday Celebration
for Revd’s Alison and Jamie
15 June
— Friends of St Andrew’s Hog
Roast
6 July
— St. Andrew’s Family Day
6 October
— Harvest Supper
30 November
— St Andrew’s Night Quiz
1 December
— Patronal Festival and Pub
Reception
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Sonning
2012 Property Review

Here are a selection of properties Haslams
sold or let in 2012 in Sonning…

Sold or Let in 2012
Haslams Estate
Agents are specialists
in the Reading area
including Sonning.
Call us if you’re
thinking of making a
property transaction
in 2013...

ning
Son

Old Bath Road

Holmemoor Drive

• Set in an attractive tree-lined road
• Extensive refurbishment to a high specification
• Grounds in excess of 0.85 acres
• Garden, swimming pool and private woodland

• Set back from the road with a private driveway
• Four bedrooms
• Living room with open fireplace
• Mature established gardens to front and rear

ning
Son

0118 960 1000
www.haslams.net

ning
Son

ning
Son

Old Bath Road

West Drive

• Property recently upgraded to a high specification
• Approaching 0.5 acre plot
• Three reception rooms, opening onto a pool terrace
• South facing private garden with swimming pool

• Located in a highly desirable private road
• Spacious open planned living areas
• Double garage and generous driveway parking
• Established gardens of approximately one acre
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The Vicar’s letter
De a r fr i en ds ,
Being a parent is a vocation which is not always an easy one. I am sure I am
not alone in sometimes feeling guilty in not being the perfect parent that I
occasionally imagine others to be. Of course, one of the most vital elements in
parenthood is a sowing of seeds that will be of benefit to the child as they grow
up. Whether it be through the instilling of a grasp of road safety, table manners,
sharing, being honest, respecting elders or whatever, we parents have the primary
responsibility for these things at this most formative stage.
Christian parents have a duty to teach their children to walk the Christian
journey. As I have read bedtime stories to my children in the last year or so I have
become aware that the biblical picture and story books of my childhood, telling
some of the most wonderful stories of all time, are largely absent from their
book shelves. These were simple and entertaining ways of passing on our story as
Christians, going back some 3,000 years. We are now trying to remedy this, and
I also hope that very soon we as a church will have a children’s lending library of
such books as a resource for our growing numbers of families.
The church nationally has been much too complacent in recent decades,
expecting Christian faith to be passed on through schools and by parents, and,
as we have seen, it hasn’t much happened. Many schools now show a disregard
for the legal requirement to offer ‘collective worship’, although happily not within
our parish, and the elbowing out of Christianity from schools with pantomimes
in place of the traditional nativity play is another ridiculous example. My 11 year
old nephew recently performed in Alice in Wonderland as part of his school’s
Christmas celebration. You couldn’t really make it up! These changes have been
explained by a need to be inclusive, but my friends from the Hindu, Sikh and
Jewish faiths all had their children performing in my daughter’s school nativity
play recently. They had no such problem with being ‘offended’. I know this because
I asked them specifically. It is really only those with an overt secular agenda who
are pushing this nonsense, and I would urge all those who value the Christian
heritage of this country and who wish to safeguard its future, to have none of it.
If we as parents want our children to live Christian lives, following in the
footsteps of the one who called all children unto himself, then we need to take
the responsibility on ourselves. We can’t expect, as a baptism couple from a
former parish once said to me to excuse their complete absence from attending
worship, to ‘let the child decide for himself once he’s an adult’, because the child
will not have learned the way of faith. We as a church take very seriously our
commitment to assisting parents with this vital task. Through Sunday Club, Kids’
Fellowship, Young people’s bible study, the Easter Holiday Club which starts this
year, Junior Choir and our family services we offer a helping hand to parents with
the demanding role of passing on the good news of our faith. Certainly these
activities are not for everyone, but it is worth stressing that a Christian faith isn’t
something that usually just comes along later in life when we have the choice.
Sometimes it does, but for the vast majority, me included, it is something we grow
into from childhood, or as St Augustine said ‘take in with our mother’s milk’.
In the Church of England we confirm our faith once of an age to decide in the
presence of the bishop, but what comes before that time is vital.
If we leave a void in the realm of faith in the lives of our children we run the
risk of that void being filled by influences that are neither helpful to the individual
child, nor for the future of Christianity in our country. The 2011 census showed
only 59% of Britons had a Christian belief, a drop from 72% in 2001. We can
allow no room for complacency if we truly believe that the message of Christ is a
precious gift for people of all ages.
Warm wishes,
Jamie
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The Hicks
Group
Hicks
Developments Ltd
Property Developers

Tel: Reading 0118 969 0595

Hicks
Joinery Ltd

Joinery Manufacturers.
Wood Finishing
Tel: Reading 0118 969 0595

Hicks MOT &
Service Centre
We offer a complete, well equipped,
modern workshop for all your vehicle
servicing or repair needs

WHILE YOU WAIT

MOT TEST
AND SERVICE CENTRE

 Private & Commercial Vehicle Repairs
 Air Conditioning Service
 Free Courtesy Car (subject to availability)

Tel: 0118 944 1808
Open 7.30am 5.30pm (Weekdays)

15 Headley Road, Woodley RG5 4JB
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Parish noticeboard
Preparing a new electoral roll
Every six years, by canon law, every church in the Church
of England must prepare a brand new electoral roll, or
membership list. We last did this in 2007, and the time has
now come round again. Very simply, this is what happens:
~ At least two months before the annual parochial church
meeting is held, the official rules that govern a new
electoral roll must be pinned to the principal door of our
church for at least 14 days, while a new roll is prepared.
~ At each service held on the two Sundays within that
period of 14 days, the person conducting the service will
inform our congregation about the preparation of the roll.
~ The parochial church council will do all it can to alert
everyone currently on the electoral roll that a new roll is
being prepared, and that if he/she wishes to have his/her
name on the new roll he/she MUST apply for enrolment. It
is NOT automatically carried over from last time.
~ The preparation of the new roll needs to be completed at
least 15 days before our annual parochial church meeting.
A copy of the new roll will be published by being exhibited
on or near our church’s main door for at least two weeks
before our annual parochial church meeting.
~ Our electoral roll is the official listing of our church
family. We would encourage everyone who considers
themselves part of our Christian family to apply for
enrolment on the electoral roll, though ask people to
bear in mind that the amount of money we have to pay
to the Diocese each year is set, in part, by the numbers
on the roll. Please contact the Parish Administrator for
enrolment papers, or collect them from the bookstand.
Facebook
St Andrew’s is now on Facebook. Check us out and give
us a ‘Like’! It is hoped that it will be a useful means of
keeping people informed of all that is going on.
Christingle, 3 February, 10.30am
A special Christingle family service for Candlemas.
How to make a Christingle can be found on page 12. A
collection will be taken for the The Children’s Society.

rota is working well but we always need new helpers. Can
you spare a few hours a month to sit quietly in our beautiful
church, thereby allowing it to remain open for others? If so,
please speak to Mark Jordan, churchwarden.
Lent Suppers 2013
The theme for this year’s Lent Suppers is ‘Living the
Christian Life’. It is based on an Emmaus Course, written by
our former bishop, Stephen Cottrell. There are five informal
Tuesday night sessions, open to everyone, beginning on 19
February at 7:30pm in the Jubilee Hall, Charvil. A meal will
be provided each week. Places are limited, so it is necessary
to pre-register. Please sign the form at the back of church
or contact the parish administrator if you would like to
attend and mention any dietary requirements.
For your prayers this month
The Kids’ Fellowship members and Alison as she leads them
Our Member of Parliament, the Rt Hon Theresa May
The work of the Children’s Society
Leaders and members of Rainbows, Brownies and Guides in
the parish

At the Lent Suppers 2012 ...
... there
was time
for a
friendly
chat ...
... time
to think
about life
... time for
discussion,
and ...

Ash Wednesday, 13 February, 7.30pm
Come and begin the journey of Lent at a special service of
Holy Communion with the imposition of ashes.
Easter Saturday Church Family Celebration
Advance Notice: Saturday 30 March. Book the date in your
diary for another afternoon including an Easter egg hunt,
parish walk, free BBQ and games.
Confirmation
Preparation for young people( 11+) and adults to be
Confirmed at St Andrew’s by the Bishop in December will
begin in September. Please speak to Jamie, Alison or Bob
for more details.
Church opening
St Andrew’s is open from 11am-3pm until the start of BST,
when hours are extended to 10am-4pm. The Churchwatch

... time for
study
Photographs
by Jane Snell

Give yourself some time this year
- join us for Lent Suppers 2013!
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From the
organ
bench

to their parishes, and Newman
and several other young clergymen
founded the Oxford Movement whose
aim was to restore order and spiritual
depth. Helped by the Victorians’ love
of tradition and ceremony, this was
largely successful.
By
Newman’s belief in the importance
David
of ritual and doctrine led him later
Duval
to join the Roman Catholic church,
and he became a cardinal. His other
At Candlemas we sing about Jesus
famous hymns, Praise to the Holiest
Christ as the light of the world. There
and Firmly I believe and truly, come
are plenty of good, inspiring modern
from his poem The Dream of Gerontius
hymns and songs on this theme
which was set to music gloriously by
which go well at family services; but
Sir Edward Elgar.
one which prays for a guiding light
Lead, kindly light wasn’t written
has fallen out of favour and perhaps
specifically as a hymn, but Newman
deserves a revival.
was very thankful that it became
Lead, kindly light, amid the
popular as such through a tune
encircling gloom; Lead thou me on….
composed by John Bacchus Dykes
The immediate reason why John
(1823-76). Many of Dykes’s tunes are
Henry Newman (1801-90) wrote
very singable and still well-known
these lines was that he was returning
today, but this one (‘Lux benigna’)
from a holiday in 1833 on a boat
has a complex, irregular rhythm and
which was becalmed between Sicily
modern congregations have struggled
and Corsica. But the deeper message
with it more than the Victorians did.
behind it was that Newman felt that
Current hymn books include a
the Church of England, into which
fine strong tune (‘Alberta’) as an
he was ordained, was losing its way.
alternative (Hymns A & M Revised
Many
priests
younger
‘sons of 10:23
alsoPage
has a third
33 Right
atwere
Home
28/09/2012
1 tune, best sung as
the manor’ who paid little attention
a cure for insomnia). ‘Alberta’ was

written by Sir William Harris
(1883-1973) during a train journey
in Canada, and somehow gives the
words the hope, beyond the gloom,
that Newman prayed for and was
to find. There is a local connection
too, as Sir William was organist and
choirmaster at St George’s, Windsor
from 1933 to 1961.
Middle Age ...
... is when you lean over to pick something
up off the floor, and you ask yourself if
there is anything else you need to do while
you are down there!

The man who asked directions to the
first tee at St Andrew’s.

After ‘the man who asked ...’ cartoon series
by H M Bateman (1887-1970)
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Wanted: kids with stars in their eyes!
‘I am delighted to be able to share details of two new initiatives
for children in the parish for 2013’, writes Rev Alison Waters.
Starship Discovery Holiday Club
Holiday time can sometimes be frustrating, particularly the
second week of the Easter holidays when the chocolate eggs
have long since been consumed and the kids are kicking about
for something to do. Why not let St Andrew’s give you a hand?
During the Easter holidays we will be running a Holiday Club,
Starship Discovery, at the Jubilee Hall.
The club will run each morning from Monday 8 to Friday 12
April and is for children aged 3½ to school year 5 (age 9/10).
Using craft, song, games, drama and puzzles, all with a space
age theme, we will spend the week exploring the life of Jesus’
friend Peter. Booking forms will be available from mid-February
and places will be on a first come, first saved basis. For more
details contact Revd Alison Waters at alwaters@hotmail.co.uk

Uplifting signs for walkers
Snowdrops (photograph by Gordon Nutbrown) are always
an uplifting sign that warmer days will soon be here.
If you are in need of an uplift why not join the parish
walkers who are meeting at 10.15am outside Swyncombe
Church GR682902 on Saturday 16 February for a
‘snowdrop and hilly’ four to five miles walk. More details
from Jean Milbourn on 0118 926 8035 or 07982 048387.

Stage-Fright After School Theatre Club
The popular Stage-Fright Club is
Twyford and District Volunteers - Drivers Required Urgently!
moving to Jubilee Hall and will be
Can
you spare an hour or two of your time to drive people without transport
held on Tuesdays, after school. The
to
their
medical appointments? Petrol costs are reimbursed at a fixed rate.
club is open to pupils in years 4, 5 &
Call
Rosemary
on 0118 327 6190 or eMail rosemary.digby@talktalk.net
6 of Sonning Primary, Crazies Hill
Primary and Robert Piggott Junior
Schools. It offers imaginative theatre
workshops through which young
people explore life experiences and
personal values. The club has been
established by a unique partnership
between the St Andrew’s Pioneer
Ministry, Stage-Fright, Sonning
School, Wokingham Borough Council
and the Church of England. Details
are available through Sonning School
and Stage-Fright hopes to reach other
schools in the area soon.













 



This remarkable photograph from Ali
Driver was shot by Jean-Jaques Vizern
in the Thames upstream of Sonning
Lock. It is not just a beautiful image of
a great crested grebe in fine breeding
plumage, but it shows it with a fine
specimen of a very rarely seen fish called
a lamprey - a delicacy in Roman times
and King Henry 1 is said to have died
from eating too many.
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Dennis & Christine
Mason look forward to
welcoming you to…

The Bull Inn
Great food, awardwinning cask ale and
service with smile,
always.
Seven stylish
bedrooms
Present this advert and
receive a complimentary
homemade chocolate
brownie
www.bullinnsonning.co.uk

The
Bull
Innto|welcoming
Sonning
onto…
Thames | Berkshire | RG4 6UP
Dennis & Christine
look
forward
you
Email: bullinn@fullers.co.uk | Telephone: 01189 693901

The Bull Inn,
Sonning-on-Thames
Berkshire RG4 6UP
0118 969 3901

For all your plumbing and gas
installation needs. Same day and
emergency services. Gas registered.

Great food, award-winning cask ale, service with a
smile Seven stylish bedrooms
Present this ad for a complimentary homemade chocolate brownie

bullinn@fullers.co.uk / www.bullinnsonning.co.uk

We promise to: • call back quickly
• give a fair quote • give excellent service
• treat you as a lifetime customer
Telephone Peter on 078 6332 8238

MILES & DAUGHTERS
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Your local family owned and run complete funeral service
Adam Miles FRSA DIPFD MBIFD
Serving Twyford, Maidenhead and all surrounding villages
Free, no obligation home visits, advice and assistance
‘Our family serving your family’
Male and female funeral directors, available to help and
assist you at all times
Please feel free to contact us or visit our homely and
discreet premises at any time
The Old Clock House, Station Road, Twyford
Day and night service

0118 934 5474
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Sharing food in Reading
In a recent sermon, Jamie Taylor,
vicar of St Andrew’s Church, spoke
about one of the fundamentals
of Christianity - sharing our
possessions. An example he gave
was sharing food, something that
dates back to the very beginning of
the Christian Church when the first
members shared their food with the
poor and destitute of Jerusalem.
Two thousand years later sharing
food continues around the world.
At St Andrew’s food is collected for
Readifood by Carole Arrowsmith
who writes ...

A corner of ReadiFood’s warehouse where Christmas hampers were awaiting delivery

Readifood is a Christian charity that
distributes food parcels to people in
need in the Reading area. They share
warehouse space with Christian
Community Action (CCA) who
collect and distribute good quality
furniture.
In December in the two weeks
before Christmas, Readifood
distributed 150 food parcels and 40
Christmas boxes to single people,
couples and families.
Each recipient is referred by a
local agency, for example, Social
Services, Probation, Home-Start,
and receives regular parcels over
an agreed period of time. Many of
the clients only need a few weeks
help until they are sorted - it really
is meant to be for short term
emergency help.
Last year on average 40-50 parcels
a week were delivered. Readifood
expects that number will increase
to 60-70 this year. I know from my
delivery round that sometimes this
is the only food that a family might
have that week.
Readifood gets its supplies of
foodstuffs donated from various
sources such as church collection
boxes, school Harvest Festivals,
collections at supermarkets this Christmas at local Waitrose
branches- and local gatherings, for
example, at a Reading FC v Arsenal

match and Radio Berkshire’s carol
service.
The charity relies on continuous
donations of tinned and dried food
in good date order because of food
safety regulations. Currently there
is a need for tinned meat, tinned fish
and tinned fruit.
How can you help? Firstly by
sharing some of your food. At St
Andrew’s there is a large green
plastic box inside the main entrance
of the church which I try to empty
regularly en route to Readifood’s
storage and distribution base at
Silver Street, Reading.
St Andrew’s is open during the
winter months from 11am-3pm
Monday to Saturday when a member
of the Churchwatch team will be on
duty, as well as for Sunday services.
If you see offers such as the ‘buy
one get one free’, perhaps you could
donate the second item, or just put
an extra item on your shopping list.
It would be very helpful if
someone living in Charvil could act
as a collection point for the Charvil
area, please call me on 0118 969 8563.
Other ways of helping are to
donate money to run the charity or
to volunteer to help sort the food
or deliver the parcels. More about
this can be found on the Readifood
website: www.readifood.org.uk

Open Doors
North Korea is number one on the
Open Doors world watch list of
countries where Christians face
persecution. Kim Il-Sung, who died
in 1994, understood the power of
worship and had huge statues of
himself erected everywhere. Even
today people have to bow down
to these and those who refuse to
accept the Kim dynasty as the
supreme authority on religious
grounds are punished.
Around 50-70,000 Christians
are currently held in labour camps
in desperate conditions. Amazingly
Church leaders are not praying for
the collapse of the regime but are
asking for prayers that Kim JongUn will change the country for the
better. Most North Koreans are
malnourished, unemployed and
living well below the poverty line.
There are many thousands of street
children.
Please pray that the leadership
of North Korea will make political
and agricultural changes that will
benefit the majority and that there
will be rapid improvements in the
economic situation.
Please also pray for the
Christians in prison.
Thank you. Carole Arrowsmith
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Candlemas - an opportunity to br
needy children in our world

Photograph: Chris Easton

Candlemas Day, which falls on 2 February each year, is an ancient celebration
of mid-winter. Set mid-way between the shortest day of the year and the
Spring equinox it was known, in pre-Christian times, as the festival of lights.
It marks the start of the sun’s increasing strength as winter turns into
Spring. For Christians, the feast of Candlemas marks the day when Jesus, the
light of the world, was presented in the temple. Forty days after the birth of
a Jewish boy the parents were required to present the child at the temple to
give thanks to God for his coming into the world. Today, Christian churches
around the world celebrate Candlemas on the closest Sunday to 2 February
with special services that often involve blessing the candles that will be
used in church during the coming year. In our parish church, St Andrew’s, we
celebrate Candlemas with the very popular family service called Christingle.
This year, Christingle is being held on Sunday 3 February at 10.30am.
The Christingle service was
introduced into the Church of
England by The Children’s Society
in 1968 and has developed into
one of its major fund-raising
activities. At St Andrew’s all the
the money donated during the
Christingle service is given to The
Children’s Society.
The Children’s Society works
with children who need help to live
a normal life and to give them the
chance of a good future. It is help
that usually comes from nowhere
else.
Important areas The Children’s
Society is currently working in

If Candlemas Day be fair and bright
Winter will have another fight.
If Candlemas Day brings cloud and rain,
Winter won’t come again.
If Candlemas Day be dry and fair,
The half o the winter’s to come and mair;
If Candlemas Day be wet and foul,
the half o the winter’s gane at Yul
include: helping young runaways and
refugees, ensuring that individual
disabled children are given a fair
voice, providing expert services in
the area of youth justice through its
work in schools, children’s centres
and mentoring schemes designed to

prevent vicious circles of fear and
harm developing, providing support
for traveller and gypsy children, and
giving advice to children and young
people who are affected by adult drug
and alcohol misuse.
There are hundreds of examples
of the way The Children’s Society
is helping to change the lives of
children - there are two on the facing
page.
Our Christingle service in St
Andrew’s has grown over the years
to become one of the most popular
annual events, especially with young
children who get to process around
the church carrying Christingles
they have made at home or in school
and brought with them.
Christingles are simple to make
and each part of it represents
something special - details on how to
make one are opposite.
After the service the children are
allowed to share the fruit and sweets
on their Christingle with each other.
Everyone, young and old, is very
welcome!
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righten the dark lives of
These two stories illustrate The Children’s Society’s vital work with two
different families in crisis.
Sara is one of 60,000 looked-after children living in care. She does so because
her mother’s learning difficulties make her unable to look after her child.
Sara has moved four times in the last two years, most recently because her
children’s home closed. Throughout all the changes, one person has remained
constant – Sara’s independent visitor. Together they go on fun outings, and
talk about the challenges Sara is facing. She finds this really helpful and
describes her independent visitor as the person who has always been there to
support her. The Children’s Society is committed to seeing children in care enjoy
a better life, one in which they can experience a sense of family, and have a
good future to look forward to. Because The Children’s Socaitey raise money to
provide vital services, Sara has an independent visitor who is her friend.
Jack is 17. He has cerebral palsy and uses wheelchairs to get around. Jack and
his mum are determined that he will have a full and active life, but this comes
at a high cost. His mum’s car had to be adapted and it’s expensive driving to
and from school. Sometimes they can only afford beans on toast for dinner.
Recently it was proposed to end the mobility element of the Disability Living
Allowance. This would have made it very difficult to keep their special car, or
to run it. But thanks to The Children’s Society campaigning to overturn this
proposal, Jack and his Mum can preserve their financial security and keep
their car. The Children’s Society is determined to help families like Jack’s.
Whether it’s providing support to young carers, refugees or runaways, The
Children’s Society helps care for children whose families are facing crises.

How to make your own
Christingle
To make your own Christingle you will
need the following:
—— 1 orange
—— 1 candle
—— 4 cocktail sticks
—— enough red ribbon to wrap round
the orange
—— a small piece of aluminium foil
—— dried fruit or sweets
—— help from a responsible adult
—— a sharp knife
—— a pair of scissors
—— 1 pin
—— 1. Ask an adult to use the sharp
knife to cut a thin slice off the
bottom of the orange so that it
stands firmly on a flat surface.
—— 2. Next ask an adult to make a
hole in the top of the candle large
enough to take the candle, but
don’t push the candle in yet.

—— 3. Wrap the red ribbon around the
middle of the orange and fix it in
position with the pin.
—— 4. Cut the aluminium foil with
the scissors to fit the top of the
orange - it can be any shape you

What the parts of a
Christingle mean ...
The orange represents the world
that God created.
The red ribbon indicates the love
and blood of Christ
The dried fruits and sweets are
symbols of the fruits of the earth
created by God for all his people.
The four sticks represent all the
people of the world.
The empty stick reminds us that not
everyone in the world has their fair
share of the food provided by God.
The lit candle symbolises Jesus, the
light of the world that shines even in
the darkest corners of our planet.

like - and press it into the candle
hole in the centre.
—— 5. Push the candle into the top
of the orange where the foil is
and make sure it is held firmly in
place.
—— 6. Put the dried fruit or sweets
on three of the cocktail sticks,
leaving the fourth one empty.
Push the cocktail sticks into the
orange so they are spaced equally
around it - see the picture on the
left.
—— 7. Bring your Christingle to
St Andrew’s Church at 10.30am
on Sunday 3 February where it
will be blessed and lit during our
special Christingle service.
—— 8. After the service share the
sweets or dried fruit with your
family and friends - and don’t
forget to eat some yourself!
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Around the villages
CHARVIL VILLAGE SOCIETY
Due to exceptionally wet weather,
flooded fields and overflowing rivers
we cancelled the Boxing Day walk as
the safety of walkers took priority
over mulled wine and mince pies.
It is hoped that the tradition of
walking off the Christmas calories
will be back on the calendar in 2013.
Our next two events take place
at 8pm in the Charvil Village Hall:
Quiz Night on 26 January. Contact
Roger 0118 934 5524 for details, and
a Valentine disco with supper on
16 February – BYO drinks. Contact
Margaret on 0118 934 5419 to book
your ticket now.
The Seniors concert and tea is on
23 March 3–5.30pm, local residents
are warmly invited
Visitors are welcome at our events
as are new members.
Margaret Gregory

Sonning cricket club
Our president David G Phillips, died
on 16 December. ‘DG’ was much
loved and respected and always
found time to chat to members
and guests on his regular visits for
matches and social events, often
with his ever-supportive wife Valerie.
He was introduced to SCC by a
former club captain and chairman,
Peter Kay, in 1970. DG served in
many roles, including chairman and
became president in 1999.
DG introduced his sons to SCC Dave is a life vice-president and Gary
has been a very successful captain
and hon secretary for many years.
Gary’s daughters are part of the
highly successful junior section and
so although DG will be sorely missed,
his legacy will live on!
DG was instrumental in setting
up our biennial fixture with the
MCC, of which he was a member. We
will be playing them on 10 July. Last
time we beat them by 7 wickets, so
no doubt they will come with an even
stronger side this year.
Steve Roberts has arranged our
adult winter nets to be indoors at
Blue Coat on Tuesdays 6.45 - 7.45pm

from 19 February until 30 April
(except 5 March). The cost is £3 per
player per session. New players will
be most welcome. Ali Driver

Charvil Voices
At 8pm on Monday 18 March in the
Charvil Village Hall, the Charvil
Voices are in concert with the
Reading Accordion Group and local
young singers - Sophie Kent and Lucy
Johnson Perret. There will be a raffle
with proceeds going to Launchpad
Reading (formerly Reading Single
Homeless Project). A wide range of
music - classical, folk, popular and
musical theatre - means there will be
something for all! Tickets: £5 from
Suzanne Newman on 0118 934 0589.

Th e Mon day Clu b
The Monday Club is probably the
longest running social club in the
parish. Originally called Darby &
Joan and affiliated with the WRVS,
the club has more recently been run
as an independent social club for the
elderly in the parish and beyond.
As its name suggests, the
club meets twice a month on a
Monday afternoon and has a varied
programme with entertainers,
speakers and favourite games such as
Hoy. The one constant feature of each
meeting is afternoon tea.
There are also day trips to places
of interests and special lunches at
Easter and in August, and an annual
Christmas tea party when local WI
members lay on a fine spread.
The next meetings are on 4 and 18
February, 2pm in Pearson Hall. More
from Ken Trimmings 0118 969 1072

HENLEY CHORAL SOCIeTY
At 7.30pm on 23 February in St
Mary’s Henley-on-Thames, the
Henley Choral Society presents
Vivaldi’s Magnificat, the Mozart
Coronation Mass, Haydn Symphony
No 38 and a polyphonic piece by
baroque Czech composer Zelenka,
Litanaie de Venerabili Sacramento.
The musical director, Will Dawes, and
a 100-strong chorus are joined by

the Chameleon Arts Orchestra, Julia
Sitkovetsky, soprano, Esther Brazil,
mezzo-soprano, Guy Cutting, tenor
and Peter Collins, bass.
Tickets: £12 (under 18 £8) from
01491 572795 or Gorvett & Stone,
Henley. henleychoralsociety.co.uk

reading BLUE COAT school
Blue Coat’s biennial Music Festival
will run from 4-6 February to find
the best musicians at Blue Coat. The
competition will be adjudicated by
an external judge and the winners
concert will be at 7pm in Way Hall.
From 12-14 February, the junior
pupils will perform Chaucer’s famous
‘Canterbury Tales’ at 7pm in the
school’s Drama Studio.
At 1.30pm on 28 February a recital
in the Buttery will be our A-Level
musicians first opportunity to
perform the music they will play for
their exams. More from reception on
0118 944 1005 Marjie Thorne

T H E SONNING CLUB
Sonning Club is your local club and
in order to keep this wonderful
facility we need to see you as much
as possible. Try making a February
resolution along the lines of ‘I must
pop down to the club with friends
for a convivial drink and perhaps
take part in the quizzes on 1 and 15
February, and heft a snooker cue or
throw a dart or two.’ The club can be
hired for parties while for charity
events we will waive the hire fee
providing we can make reasonable
bar sales. Tracy Barrett

JA M JAR DONATIONS
Many thanks to all who have kindly
supported my jam and chutneymaking efforts with lots of jam jars
during 2012. I have sent £61 to the
Multiple Sclerosis Society, which is
a lot of jars. I am happy to continue
to receive them: standard size or
smaller preferred, washed with labels
fully removed and I will continue to
donate 25p per usable jar. Please ring
on 969 2132 if you have any to drop
off. Diana Coulter
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RNLI SONNING BRANCH
Some familiar faces have already
signed up to perform at our very
popular music evening, Sounds of
Sonning on 16 February in Pearson
Hall, but we are looking for new
talent. If you are over 18 years old,
can play any musical instrument
and/or sing and would like to take
part please contact David Bates on
0118 697753.
There will be two sessions of
assorted musical acts with supper
in between. Tickets, £12.50 per
head including the meal, can be
obtained from David Bates or other
committee members. Alison Russell

SONNING floral
arrangement society
The December meeting took the form
of a Christmas lunch, enjoyed by all,
thanks to the committee.
The AGM followed and there was
one addition to the committee, Rita
Allan. No other changes.
The annual competition was
won by Rita Allan. The usual
presentations were made.

We made our own fun at the
January meeting with poems
by various members and a quiz.
There was a ‘musical chairs’
flower arrangement competition
between tables and some very
nice arrangements were made and
subsequently raffled.
At the February meeting, Susie
Borwick will be demonstrating ‘Let’s
Go Gaga’ and the competition is
‘Hearts and Flowers’. Jane Gascoine

1 st son n i ng scou t s
A short reminder about our fundraising quiz on Saturday 2 March
at 6.30pm in the Pearson Hall. Full
details are in the January issue or at
sonningscouts.co.uk Trefor Fisher

FISH & CHIPS JAZZ SUPPER
... with the Denise Lawrence Band
on Friday 15 March 7.15 for 8.00pm
in Pearson Hall. Bring your own
drink and glass. Raffle in aid of
RNLI. Tickets: ring Jane Gascoine
0118 969 3326 (book early to avoid
disappointment).

Woodley Decor
Painters & Decorators
Established Since 1969

No job too small
All work guaranteed
For a free estimate, contact us on:
0118 940 6888
Or visit our web site: www.woodleydecor.co.uk

Milley Lane, Hare Hatch, Reading, Berkshire. RG10 9TH

The Rt Hon Theresa May MP and
Alastair Driver celebrate the planting of
the Diamond Jubilee Oak Tree with the
Friends of Ali's Pond volunteers.

Son n i ng & Son n i ng
E y e So c i e t y
Society members and Friends of Ali’s
Pond, spent an enjoyable afternoon
in the nature reserve on 6 January
when the Rt Hon Theresa May MP
kindly planted an oak tree. It was one
of the 60 donated by Wokingham
Borough to commemorate the
Diamond Jubilee. John Woodhouse
demonstrated hedgelaying and
12 helpers set to work removing
brushwood, brambles and ivy.
A public consultation of
the Sonning conservation area
assessment will be held on 9-10
February in the Pearson Hall from
11am to 4pm. Pauline Simmonds
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CANON TREE CARE
EXPERIENCED QUALIFIED INSURED

• Pruning, Felling & Planting
• Reductions, Thinning & Dead Wooding
• Dangerous Trees Saved & Made Safe
• Modern Noninvasive Cable Bracing
• Stump Grinding & Removal
MAIDENHEAD
• Tree Problem Diagnosis
SONNING
WINDSOR
• Japanese Ornamental
READING
BRACKNELL
Tree Pruning

Free Valuations
in Henley
February
7 Musical Instruments &
Jewellery
21 Pictures
28 Chinese Works of Art

For a free valuation of items
that you may be considering
selling at auction, please
book an appointment with
our visiting Specialist.

March
7 Jewellery
14 Coins, Medals, Arms,
Armour & Modern
Sporting Guns
21 Pictures

01491 413 636
henley@bonhams.com

OFFICE - MON-FRI 8.45-5.30:

READING

0845 034 0962

OUT OF OFFICE HOURS:

MOBILE

0779 931 5661

CTC.Julian@yahoo.co.uk
International Auctioneers and Valuers - bonhams.com/henley

In association with TAKA ISHII Green Garden Design (Japan)

Scholarships 2013
For entry at age 11+, 13+
closing date for applications: 21st January 2013
call 01865 888942 or email registrar.leckfordplace@doverbroecks.com

Open Morning

Saturday, 2nd February 2013

to reserve your place, please visit our website.

For entry into the Sixth Form
closing date for Academic and Science applications: Monday 5th November 2012
Arts, Performing Arts, Environmental Awareness, Enterprise Award: 7th January 2013
call 01865 310000 or email sixthform@doverbroecks.com

Open Morning

Saturday, 2nd February 2013

to reserve your place, please visit our website.

an 11-18 independent coeducational school based in Oxford

www.doverbroecks.com
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Recipe of the month
Meat Loaf

From Jane Gascoine, Sonning Eye

Ingredients for six to eight servings
—— 1 large onion, chopped
—— 2 cloves of garlic, chopped
—— 15g (½ oz) butter
—— 1 tablespoon of oil
—— 30g (1 oz) soft white breadcrumbs

—— 675g (1½ lb) best quality sausage
meat
—— 2 eggs, lightly beaten
—— 2 tablespoons of chopped parsley
—— 1 teaspoon dried thyme
—— salt and pepper

I love giving supper parties and I have a library of cookbooks and like most
people I only have a few recipes I use again and again. This is one of them. A red
Californian Zinfandel goes down well with it.
Method
Fry the onion and garlic gently in the butter and oil until tender.
Scrape into a mixing bowl.
Add the remaining ingredients and mix thoroughly.
Quickly fry a small knob of the mixture to test the seasoning, adjust
accordingly.
Pack the mixture into a buttered loaf tin or terrine, smooth down, then bang it
hard on the work surface to expel any trapped air bubbles.
Bake at 180°C (350°F gas mark 4) for 1½ hours until done.
Pierce the centre with a skewer, the juices should run clear. If they are at all
pink, return to the oven for a little longer.
Serve hot or cold. Meatloaf is lovely straight from the oven - make a tomato
sauce to serve with it. Enjoy!

Gardening tips for February
From the East Reading Horticultural Society
—— Check stored fruit and vegetables and remove any damaged or mouldy
produce to avoid spoiling the rest.
—— Seed potatoes are available now. Chit them (allow shoots to form) by placing
them in a light, cool, frost-free place.
—— Moss will start growing on lawns before the grass, so now is the time to
start killing it with ferrous sulphate.
—— Last chance to plant bare-rooted raspberries. Prune summer-fruiting types
to 10in after planting, and autumn-fruiting varieties down to ground level.
—— Hellebores may show distorted foliage - the result of stop-start growth
caused by lower temperatures. New shoots should now grow normally.
—— Despite all the rain check that outdoor containers that are sheltered by
house porches or eaves are regularly watered.
—— Netting over brassicas may have been weakened and need attention to deter
ravenous birds.
—— Clear leaves from around snowdrops so you can see their flowers emerging.
—— Put up bird nesting boxes this month - it’s the last chance before tits start
looking for a suitable residence.
—— Ventilate your glasshouse or conservatory on mild days to help prevent
fungal problems.
—— Measuring and drawing the garden should clarify plans; view the garden
from inside the house and from different angles.
—— Consider moving or replacing damaged, overgrown or badly placed shrubs.
For membership details of the East Reading Horticultural Society contact:
erhs@hotmail.co.uk or visit their website at: www.erhs.org.uk

Book review

Reflections for Lent 2013
By Bishop Stephen Cottrell, Steven
Croft, Barbara Mosse and Mark Oakley,
CHP, £3.99
This book is designed to enhance
your spiritual journey through the
40 days from Ash Wednesday to Holy
Saturday (13 February-30 March
2013). Covering Monday to Saturday
each week, it offers stimulating and
accessible reflections, from three
respected Christian authors, on a
reading selected from the Common
Worship Weekday Lectionary.
Each day includes full lectionary
details for Morning Prayer: a
reflection on one of the Bible
readings, and a Collect for the
day. It offers daily material taken
from the Reflections for Daily Prayer
2012/13 annual edition. It is ideal
for individuals and groups seeking
Lectionary-based reflections for use
during Lent and Holy Week.

Health & beauty
By Janette Hammond
Unless it’s your birthday or you are
hoping for a lovely surprise from a
secret admirer, February can be a
bit of a dull month as we await the
arrival of Spring.
On dark mornings, try energising
your shower and put a spring in
your step by using shower gels with
scents such as citrus, herbs or maybe
spicy ginger and nutmeg to focus
the mind. Stimulating and uplifting,
these are good fragrances to prepare
you for the day ahead.
Or perhaps you prefer to take
a relaxing bath. When bathing
later in the day, using fragrances
such as lavender for relaxation,
jasmine to ease insomnia, neroli,
rose or sandalwood to soothe away
anxieties, can make bathtime a
wonderfully relaxing indulgence.
Perhaps a little spritz of lavender or
jasmine on your pillow will also help
you sleep.
Tapping into our sense of smell
can bring harmony to our lives as we
prepare to welcome all the beautiful
things that Spring will bring.
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JA NE T T E H A MMOND
BE AU T Y T HER A PY

A Family Run Independent
Funeral Service

• Waxing		
• Manicures & pedicures
• Facials		
• Make-up
JANETTE
• Lash
& browHAMMOND
tinting
• Perfume making
		
Massage
BEAUTY • THERAPY
28 Hilltop Road, Earley,
Reading RG6 1DA

¥ Waxing

Save £100

0118 926 2365

by applying today

¥ Manicures & Pedicures

If you purchase a plan
with Tomalin & Son
you will receive a
£100 discount off our
current brochure price.

¥ Facials

DAV I D SH A I LE S

¥ Make-up
PLUMB
ER S & DEC OR ATOR S
Repairs
& Toilets and more
¥ Lashto&Showers
Brow Tinting
Complete Project Re-furbishment.

Bathroom
Suites, Toilets,
¥ Perfume
making

TEL: (01491) 573370

Basins, & Radiators.

Golden Charter
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS
ANDERSON HOUSE,
38 READING ROAD,
HENLEY-ON-THAMES, RG9 1AG.
STD BOARD 130X185MM 80160v3_SOUTH_OXON_HEN>AG>16.10.09

Meadvale-Bays MOBILE BIKE SERVICES
Local home-based service
FREE local collection & delivery
 Multiple Service Levels
 Punctures repaired
 Cables & brake blocks replaced
 New tyres, pedals, chains, bar grips,
lights, child seats & racks fitted
 Cytech certified mechanic
 Located in North Earley / Shepherds Hill



Contact us at:
0118 9353536
john@meadvale-bays.com
www.meadvale-bays.com

Caring for your bicycle

¥ Full
Massage
Interior & Exterior Decorating.
Reliable, Clean & Efficient

Phone: 0118
934
5029
28 Hilltop
Road,
Earley,
Mobile: 0770 860 2442
Reading. RG6 1DA

Telephone: 0118 926 2365

The Ivy of Sonning
Fine Indian dining
Tea rooms
6 High Street
Sonning
Berkshire
RG4 6UP

Claire Howells

Sew Sew

Blinds, bridal wear,
costumes, curtains
and sew on…
0118 934 5372
077 7848 8975
twyfordhowells@aol.com

0118 969 7676
To avoid disappointment, please reserve your
table in advance. Open seven days a week,
including Bank Holidays
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From
the
editor’s
desk
I’m sad to report that local historian,
Angela Perkins died in December,
aged 88 years. She was well known for
her books on Sonning and as a former
editor of the Sonning Parish Magazine
which this publication has replaced.
Three months ago we changed
its title to The Parish Magazine and
introduced a number of significant
changes. The magazine now includes
colour editorial and advertising pages
and is delivered free to every home in
Charvil, Sonning and Sonning Eye.
When we made the change we hoped
that, one day, we would be able to
add some extra pages in order to give
more room for news from the many
local voluntary clubs and associations
in the parish. We also wanted to help
local businesses by offering a lowcost ‘classified’ style of advertising in
their local neighbourhood. The cost
of adding pages, of course, had to be
covered by the advertising revenue.
The good news is that this has
become a reality much sooner than
we hoped and from next month March - The Parish Magazine will have
four extra pages, two of which will be
in colour! Thank you to everyone who
has made this possible.
In the March issue we will be
launching a Local Trades & Services
page that we hope you will find a
useful source for a variety of services.
Should you contact any of the small
local businesses advertising on this
new page - or indeed, if you contact
any of our advertisers - please
mention that you saw their advert in
The Parish Magazine.
If you are involved in a local club
or association your news and pictures
will be very welcome as we will have
an extra page for your items. The
deadline for editorial submissions
is the tenth of the month before
the month of publication, so for the
March issue it will be 10 February.

Local organisations
Please check details and report out-of-date
names and numbers

Sonning Glebe WI (Eve Mtgs)
Diana Moulsley 961 8829
Sonning Guides
Polly Jukes 0790 571 2071

St Andrew’s: Sunday Club
Heather Hexter 946 1316

Sonning Lawn Tennis Club
Romy Splinder 969 5845

St Andrew’s: Tower Captain
Rob Needham 926 7724

Sonning Liberal Democrats
Coling Lawley 961 8536

The Friends of St Andrew’s
Hilary Rennie 969 6363

Sonning Neighbourhood Watch
Sue Bell 969 6924

Jubilee Hall, Charvil
Bookings: Raj 0795 642 3764

Sonning RNLI
David Bates 969 7753

Charvil Art Club
Julie Bennett 934 5059

1st Sonning Scouts Group
GS Leader: Wendy Cherry 926 2363
ASG Leader: Mike Watts 962 8388
CScout Leader: Mike Moore 934 4478
Cub Scouts: Joan Farnese 944 0374
Beavers: Ruth Whatley 969 5849

Charvil Branch Conservatives
Emma Hobbs 934 0528
Charvil Brownies
Tawny Owl: Claire Howells 934 5372
Charvil Caterpillar Club
Bridget Mundy 934 4253
Jewel Tones
Suzanne Newman 934 0589
Charvil Guides
Ruth Hulley 969 9431
Charvil Pre-School Playgroup
Sally Richards 932 1273
Charvil Senior Residents Club
Julie Bennett 934 5059
Charvil Voices
Suzanne Newman 934 0589
Charvil Village Society
Margaret Gregory 934 5419
Charvil Women’s Club
Shirley Newman 934 0589
Chernobyl Children’s Link
Shirley Chard 969 8086
Sonning Art Group
Chairman: Sue Bell 969 6924
Sonning Beech Lodge
Bookings: Tim Pascall 969 6935

Sonning Table Tennis Club
Alan Tinson 969 0782
Sonning Twinning Association
Beth Dixon 969 2335
Sonning Baby & Toddler Group
Miranda Aston 966 5352
Sonning & Sonning Eye Society
Andy Bell 969 6924
Sonning Village Show
Heather Hine 969 8653
Friends of Ali’s Pond
Alastair Driver 969 2698
Monday Club
Ken Trimmings 969 1072
Pearson Hall
Caretaker & Bookings: Jenny Adams 969 7692
Management: Sharon Robinson 969 0748
Badminton Club
P Pardoe 934 5643
Rotary Club of Loddon Vale
Richard Ward 966 9348
Short Mat Bowling Club
S Newman 934 0589

Sonning Book Club
Anne Webster 944 0699

Charvil Parish Council
Miranda Parker 901 7719

Sonning Royal British Legion
Chairman: Shaun Sheppard 927 2879

Sonning Parish Council
Lesley Bates 969 7753

Sonning Brownies
Helen Jukes 969 2514

Local Borough & County Council Councillors
Kate Haines - Coronation, 0771 363 7029
Mike Haines - Sonning & Warren, 967 2879
Nick Ray - Charvil, 934 5892
Carol Viney - Eye & Dunsden, 0149 168 0887

Sonning CE Primary School
Headteacher: Lesley Green 969 3399
Sonning CE School PTA
Vicki Emmett 0791 6177529
Sonning & Charvil Baby Sitting Group
Geraldine Hearn 934 1071
Sonning Charvil & Hurst NAG
Bob Hulley 969 9431
Sonning Club
Chris Way 969 3939
Sonning Cricket Club
Ali Driver 969 2698
Sonning Flower Club
Sharon Robinson 969 0748
Sonning Football Club
Tony Farmer 956 6536

OUT OF HOURS PHARMACIES
Westcall
When pharmacies are closed urgent
prescription medication can be
obtained through Westcall’s out of
hours service: 0118 978 7811
Oxford Road Pharmacy
Monday-Thursday: 8am - 10pm
Friday & Saturday: 8am - midnight
Sunday: 		
8am - 8pm
276 Oxford Road Reading R G 3 0 1 A D
0118 957 4999
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Your LOCAL Village IT Support Service
All things PC plus Apple iPad, iPhone/Smart phones.
At your office or home.
Personal tuition, advice, set-up, installation/integration.

1st Sonning Scout Group….
…Best in the District

Katie Sarsfield MBCS 07981 600726
katie@kimservices.co.uk

CHRIS THE PLUMBER

I offer a friendly, reliable and punctual service. Anything from
a dripping tap to a full bathroom refurbishment. No job too
small. Radiator valves, powerflushing, CH pumps, shower
repairs and replacement, all general plumbing undertaken and
emergency calls. Contact Chris Duvall free, no obligation quote.
Christheplumber75@googlemail.com

0785 095 6354

0118 926 4690

Mallorca - Apartment to let

Daphne & Keith Nichols 0118 9694628

Brittany
holiday rental

— four bedroom Longère barn
— sleeps nine, plus a cot
— large garden
— quiet, countryside location
— Carnac coast a 40 min. drive

Carole Brooks 0118 9343 18

Sonning Scout Group has been running successfully for more than
75 years and currently has opportunities in all sections for people
in Sonning, Charvil and the surrounding areas to continue the
work we have achieved so far and to maintain the high standards
we have brought to young, local people since 1934.
Are you a volunteer? Are you ready to inspire a generation of
young people to discover fun, friendship and real adventure?
Are you a parent? Do you want your child to experience the
camaraderie of enjoyment that scouting brings?
You are not alone. As well as the chance to take part in a range of
exciting activities, scouts learn other life-skills as well. A recent
study indicated that 87% of young people felt that scouting helped
them contribute to their communities as active citizens.
Could you offer assistance in developing your local group?
If you can give a little time, we would love to hear from you.
Wendy Cherry, Group Scout Leader gsl@sonningscouts.co.uk

www.sonningscouts.co.uk

www.lanndouar.com

Monumental and
Masonry Craftsmen
Specialists in all stone work and restoration,
memorial work and garden materials

AF JONES

33 Bedford Road, Reading
0118 957 3537
Est 1858

ET SHEPPARD
36 Reading Road,
Henley-on-Thames
0149 157 4644
Est 1906

We need you…!

ADD Plumbing Solutions
All domestic plumbing
undertaken, no job too small
0118 934 4624 / 079 3207 2912
www.addplumbingsolutions.co.uk
•
•
•
•

local and fully insured
free written quotes & estimates
certified by BPEC and City & Guilds
references available

RICHARD LLOYD FUNERAL SERVICES
Independent Funeral Director and
Monumental Mason - serving all areas
Personal attention in our premises or in the
comfort of your own home
Phone or visit us for free, no-obligation, advice at any time

24 hour telephone 0118 969 3033
1-2 The Parade, Coppice Road, Woodley RG5 3RB
enquiries@readingfunerals.co.uk
www.readingfunerals.co.uk
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FIRE & ASHES
All of these Bible questions have answers
to do with fire or ashes. The answers are at
the bottom of the page
1. Who saw a burning bush in the desert?
(Exodus, chapter 3)

ASH WEDNESDAY
13 February

2. According to Isaiah chapter 58, what
should you wear with ashes when you fast?

LENT is the time before EASTER when
Christians take time to say ‘SORRY’ to God for
the wrong things we have said or thought or
done, and to ask Him to help us live the right
way.
ASH WEDNESDAY is the first day of Lent.
It is called Ash Wednesday because of the
church service where palm crosses kept
from last year are burnt and their ashes
mixed with oil to make a paste.

3. In the second letter of Peter, what cities
does he say were turned to ashes?

This paste is
used to make the
sign of the cross on
peoples’ foreheads.
For Christians these
ashes are a symbol
of being sorry. The
mark of the ashes is
also a sign of our love
of Jesus Christ and
God. And it reminds us
that we are saved through Christ’s death and
resurrection.

6. Where was Peter when he heard the
cock crow? (Luke, chapter 22)

Which English King
invented the
fireplace?
Alfred the Grate.

What birds spend all their time on
their knees?
Birds of prey

How do pigs make coffee?
With a coffee porkulator.

4. How did an angel cook a cake for Elijah?
(I Kings, chapter 19)
5. In what year did the seraph touch Isaiah
on the mouth with a live coal?
(Isaiah, chapter 6)

Find the
right way
along
the path,
through
the maze
of stones
into the
arms of
JESUS!

1. Moses 2. Sackcloth 3. Sodom and Gomorrah
4. He baked it on hot stones 5. In the year that
King Uzziah died 6. While sitting by a fire in the
courtyard of the house of the High Priest.
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Parish contacts
Ministry Team

The Parish Magazine

—— The Vicar
—— Revd Jamie Taylor*
The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR
revjaft@yahoo.co.uk / 0118 969 3298
*Day off Thursday
—— Pioneer Minister
—— Revd Alison Waters*
6 Park View Drive South, Charvil
alwaters@hotmail.co.uk / 0118 934 3723
*Day off Monday
—— Licensed Lay Minister
—— Bob Peters
26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR
shalom@robertjpeters.com / 0118 961 1188

—— Editor
—— Bob Peters
26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR
shalom@robertjpeters.com / 0118 961 1188
—— Advertising and Distribution
—— Gordon Nutbrown
gordon@iwasthere.co.uk / 0118 969 3282

Pastoral Visiting and Prayer Chain
—— Mrs Jean Tinson
0118 969 0782
Church Wardens
—— Mr Mark Jordan
mark.jordan@talktalk.net / 0118 940 1431
—— Mr Terry Hunt
twghunt@btopenworld.com / 0118 934 1062
—— Deputy Warden
—— Mrs Molly Woodley
0118 946 3667

—— The Parish Magazine is produced by St Andrew’s PCC
and delivered free of charge to every home in Sonning,
Charvil and Sonning Eye.
—— The Parish Magazine is printed in the United Kingdom
by Herald Graphics Ltd, Reading RG2 oBZ
— — The Parish Magazine is distributed by Abracadabra
Leaflet Distribution Ltd, Reading RG7 1AW
—— The Parish Magazine was designed by Mr Roger
Swindale rogerswindale@hotmail.co.uk and Mr David
Woodward david@designforprint.org

T H E J U BI L E E H A L L , C H A RV I L

Parish Administrator
—— Mrs Sonia Boyles
standrews.sonning@btinternet.com / 0118 969 2428
Parochial Church Council

Secretary
—— Mrs Shirley Chard
0118 969 8086
Treasurer
—— Mr John Scoble
0118 926 5138
Bookings

St Sarik, Sonning
—— Mrs Sonia Boyles 0118 969 2428
Jubilee Hall, Charvil
—— Raj 079 5642 3764
Organist & Choirmaster
—— Mr David Duvall
davidduvall@btinternet.com / 078 5594 7104
Parish website
—— www.sonningparish.org.uk

Available for community groups and private hire
St Andrew’s owns an excellent hall complex in
Park View Drive North, Charvil. It has a number
of regular users and is also available for ad-hoc
bookings. It can seat 80 in a theatre style, and
has a stage area, a well-equipped kitchen and an
annexe. More details can be found at:
www.sonningparish.org.uk
or call Raj 07956 423764
AD HOC USER RATES
£60 – Children’s parties (up to age 14) (12pm–6pm)
£250 – Wedding receptions & evening parties (6pm–12am)
£300 – Wedding receptions & afternoon evening parties
Regular user rates by arrangement
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Henley Care Agency
Care in your own home
Live in Care / Daily Visits / Respite Care

• Remain in the comfort of your own home.
• Extensive experience in care for the elderly, terminally
ill patients as well as persons recovering from strokes,
operations or suffering from dementia.
• All nurses and carers are fully trained,
insured and CRB checked.
For more information or to arrange a home assessment
call Izabela directly on 07849 897 052
Tel. 01491 842915
Email. info@henleycare.co.uk
CQC Registered Provider 1-341050661

The French Horn,
Sonning. Quality,
the restaurant and hotel.
www.thefrenchhorn.co.uk
0118 969 2204

