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EDITORIAL DEADLINE
Editorial deadline, May issue:
12 noon, Wednesday 10 April
FRONT COVER
Part of a stained glass window
in the side chapel at St Andrew’s
Church that depicts St George.
Picture: Tom Farncombe

From the registers
Baptisms
— 3 March Zoe Alexandra Macbeth
— 3 March Charlotte Amelia George
— 17 March Natalie Elisabeth Cary
Weddings
— 2 March, Timothy Christopher
Robinson and Katy Louise Burton
Funerals
— 18 February, David Sims
— 20 February, Helen Carter
— 21 February, John and Vera Page
— 25 February, Sylvia Brown
— 4 March, Mark Bodley Scott
— 4 March, Daphne Brown
— 5 March, David Collins
— 13 March, Peggy Ritchie

Sunday 14 April
——8.00am Holy Communion
——10.30am Parish Eucharist with
Sunday Club
——6.30pm Evening Prayer with
hymns
Sunday 21 April
——8.00am Holy Communion
——10.30am Family Communion
——6.30pm Choral Evensong
Sunday 28 April
——8.00am Holy Communion
——10.30am Parish Eucharist with
Sunday Club
——6.30pm Evening Prayer with
hymns
Weekdays
Wednesday
——8.30am Morning Prayer
——10.00am Holy Communion in
the St Sarik Room
Monthly
MONDAY 8 April
——11.00am Holy Communion at
Sunrise Senior Living

di a ry dat e s
8-12 April
— Children’s Holiday Club, Jubilee
Hall
10 May
— Joint “80th” Birthday Dinner
for Revd’s Alison and Jamie
15 June
— Friends of St Andrew’s Hog 		
Roast
6 July
— St. Andrew’s Family Day
6 October
— Harvest Supper
30 November
— St Andrew’s Night Quiz
1 December
— Patronal Festival and Pub 		
Reception
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Homes for Sale

For Sale

Haslams Estate Agents are specialists in the Reading area
including Sonning. Call us if you’re thinking of making a property
transaction in 2013...

ning
Son

West Drive

ning
Son

£1,200,000

• Executive family home, with a generous
frontage accessed via electric gates,
accommodation in excess of 3000 sq ft and
finished to a high standard
• Master bedroom suite with dressing area and
en-suite wet room
• Guest bedroom with en-suite wet room; three
further bedrooms & family bathroom
• 39ft living room with contemporary kitchen;
bifold doors to garden. Kitchen fitted with
integrated appliances
• Impressive entrance hall, oak staircase with
glass banister
• CAT5 cabling; Gas fired underfloor heating;
EPC Rating: C
• Double garage and driveway parking

West Drive

Price Guide £1,150,000

• Located on a highly desirable private road in
Sonning, Arrafana is a substantial detached
family home set within established mature
gardens. The property is conveniently located
for the M4 motorway, local business parks and
Thameside villages
• Four double bedrooms
• Sizeable kitchen/dining room plus utility room
• Four reception rooms
• Outside storage room (possible annexe
conversion – subject to planning)
• 0.79 acre plot; EPC Rating: E
• Driveway and garage
• Opportunity to improve/upgrade

0118 960 1000 www.haslams.net
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The Vicar’s letter
De a r fr i en ds ,
What are you doing to celebrate St George’s Day? If you are like me,
then probably not very much. I am one of those people who think that
such an occasion should be important, and regret that Burns Night and
St Patrick’s Day and the like are more prominent celebrations, even
in the heart of the home counties of England, but yet I don’t really do
anything much to raise St George’s profile. Somehow it seems a little
embarrassing, even naff to make anything of it. I have no idea why
this is, although I imagine that it has something to do with our natural
English reserve, with probably quite a bit of apathy mixed in. I am always
amused that the grandest and longest national anthems seem to be
reserved for the smallest and least powerful of nations. Perhaps our lack
of fuss for St George’s day is in a similar vein. I know I am treading on
very thin ice in saying this however!
Anyway, the front cover of our magazine this month features a
stunning depiction of the man himself from the stained glass window
in the side chapel at St Andrew’s. With blond locks and a Scandinavian
complexion he cuts a somewhat improbable figure, bearing in mind we
think he was a Turkish soldier, but no matter. Prominent is his red cross,
the central emblem of the flag of England and indeed of our United
Kingdom. The notion of a country having a patron saint is a curious one,
and no doubt to some minds, rather pointless. I haven’t much to say to
counter this view, but, as a Christian, I do feel that there is something
of value in that it powerfully expresses where we have come from as a
nation, a Christian nation, founded upon Judaeo Christian precepts.
A denial of these roots, either through caving in to secularists who
advance their anti-Christian agenda using the cloak of ‘wanting to avoid
causing offence’, or through eroding the place of the Christian faith in
schools and youth organisations, with notable recent examples including
the proposal to remove God from ‘promises’, is a grave mistake in my
view. A nation that forgets its history is in trouble, and the same can be
said for all the institutions that contribute to the life of that nation.
The flag of St George has been at times misused through the
centuries. One thinks of the crusades, and now of the far right, who
have taken it as a badge of choice. I would simply point out that it isn’t
George’s cross, it is Christ’s, and his agenda is one that we would all do
well to follow. When we strip away all that can obscure the essential
message of the carpenter from Nazareth, and I include much of what we
do and say in church, we have a powerful formula to create much happier
homes, communities and nations. If you don’t believe me, Google ‘the
Beatitudes’ and you will see what I mean.
On another subject, I would like to thank the social committee of the
parish for providing our excellent Lent suppers at the Jubilee Hall. This
has been an important time of fellowship and growth, and much hard
work has gone into it. Also, I do warmly commend the Easter Holiday
Club at the Jubilee Hall to all young people from three and a half to
school year 5. More details follow in this edition. I know a great deal of
fun will be had by all. I also commend Alison and her team of leaders to
your prayers for this important new project.
Warm wishes,
Jamie
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The Hicks
Group
Hicks
Developments Ltd
Property Developers

Tel: Reading 0118 969 0595

Hicks
Joinery Ltd

Joinery Manufacturers.
Wood Finishing
Tel: Reading 0118 969 0595

Hicks MOT &
Service Centre
We offer a complete, well equipped,
modern workshop for all your vehicle
servicing or repair needs

WHILE YOU WAIT

MOT TEST
AND SERVICE CENTRE

 Private & Commercial Vehicle Repairs
 Air Conditioning Service
 Free Courtesy Car (subject to availability)

Tel: 0118 944 1808
Open 7.30am 5.30pm (Weekdays)

15 Headley Road, Woodley RG5 4JB

Monumental and
Masonry Craftsmen

A. F. JONES
Established 1858

33 Bedford Road, Reading RG1 7EX
Telephone: 0118 957 3537
www.afjones.co.uk

E. T. SHEPPARD
Established 1906

36 Reading Road,
Henley-on-Thames RG9 1AG
Telephone: 01491 574644
www.etsheppard.co.uk
Specialists in all Stonework, Restoration,
Memorials, Kitchens & Bathrooms
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Parish noticeboard
Parish Coffee Morning
We next meet on Tuesday 9 April at
11am in the St Sarik room. All are
welcome.

Birthday Dinner
On Friday 10 May the parish will be
hosting a joint ‘80th’ birthday dinner
for our two priests who turn 40 in
March and July. There will be a three
course celebratory dinner at the
Pearson Hall at 7.30pm and tickets
are on sale for £15 each. These can
be bought after the 10.30am service
or by ringing Sonia Boyles our
administrator to reserve tickets, and
payment can be made on the night.

APCM
The Annual General Meeting of the
Parish takes place at 8.00pm in
St Andrew’s on Wednesday 24 April.
We will elect wardens and some
PCC members and review the last
year. All members of the church are
encouraged to attend.

St Andrew’s Book Group
This group has been meeting for
several years on a monthly basis
- usually the third Wednesday
morning for an hour in the St Sarik
room. We begin with coffee and
delicious biscuits at 11am.
We have read a variety of
Christian books, some we like, some
challenge and a few some of us have
struggled with!
Recently we discussed an art
book, one written by the Bishop of
Oxford, a Pulitzer Prize on nature
and we have a fiction book for
holiday reading. The group chooses
the books as a group.
If you would like to sit in on our
next book group it’s on Wednesday
8 May, you will be very welcome. For
more details contact John Scoble on
926 5138 john2scoble@googlemail.com.

For your prayers in April
— The new Pope
— Children’s Easter Holiday Club
— The work of Save the Children
— Our director of music and choirs

Picture: Heather Hexter

Six choristers admitted to the Junior Choir
During the March Family Service, six young choristers were offcially admitted
to the St Andrew’s Junior Choir. To mark the occasion they were each given a
white surplus and a certificate awarded by the Royal School of Church Music.
David Duvall, St Andrew’s director of music and choirs, is the Education and
Training Officer for the RSCM Oxford area. The Junior Choir now has 20 fully
admitted members. Left to right our picture shows: Harriet Nelson, Saskia
Mercer-Gray, Celeste Hexter, Annabelle Garthside, Ella Nelson and Beatrice
Windsor —
 the big one at the back is the vicar!

Mu-um, I’m bored …
We know that the Easter Holidays
can seem quite long, especially when
there are two weeks holiday after
the Easter weekend. If your kids are
likely to get bored, or if you could
do with a break, then you still have
time to sign them up for our Easter
Holiday Club at the Jubilee Hall,
Park View Drive North, Charvil.
This year our club has a space age
theme. We are all aboard the Starship
Discovery and space travel will
inspire the craft activities and art
that the children will have fun doing
each day and taking home.
We will also be looking at the
life of St Peter and how he became
a friend and follower of Jesus.
Each day will involve stories from
St Peter’s life, songs, quizzes and
plenty of games and general running
around.
The club takes place on Monday 8
to Friday 12 April. We meet each day
at 9.30am. The programme finishes

Revd Alison
at 12.30pm. Children from 3½ years
to those currently in School Year 5
are most welcome. For most of the
activities the children will meet in
three separate age groupings.
We are delighted to be able to
offer this service to families free of
charge.
If you would like your child(ren)
to attend, please pick up a
registration form from St Andrew’s
Church, the Jubilee Hall, Sonning
School or contact Revd Alison on
alwaters@hotmail.co.uk or 934 3723.
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From the
organ
bench
By
David
Duvall
Abide with me; fast falls the eventide:
The darkness deepens;
Lord, with me abide.
In most hymn-books you will find
this, one of the best-loved of all
hymns, in the section ‘Evening
Hymns’. Actually, although the
inspiration for the hymn may have
come from the end of the natural
day, the true ‘eventide’ here is the
close of a human life.
Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847)
was a quiet, gentle man with a strong
triumphant faith (one of his other
hymns is Praise, my soul, the King of
heaven). He was a hugely popular
priest in charge of the parish of
Lower Brixham in Devon; but he
suffered from tuberculosis and knew

that at the age of 54 he had not long
to live.
In September 1847, after
preaching what he knew would be
his last Sunday sermon, he walked
in his garden overlooking the sea,
and then went to his study, emerging
later with Abide with me. It may
have been a revision by Lyte from
an earlier draft, but there seems no
doubt that although he approached
the premature end of his earthly life
with sadness and regret (Earth’s joys
grow dim, its glories pass away), he
progressed, verse by verse, towards
a glorious hope of the next life
(Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s
vain shadows flee).
Many of us find the idea of the
‘next life’ hard to comprehend: but
Henry Lyte’s courage in the face of
adversity can only help us along the
way. It’s particularly appropriate
to sing this hymn at Eastertide, as
Lyte surely had in mind the story
of Cleopas and his companion
inviting the unknown stranger in to
their house when they arrive in the
evening at Emmaus: Abide with us
(Luke 24: 29).

ADD Plumbing Solutions
All domestic plumbing
undertaken, no job too small
0118 934 4624 / 079 3207 2912
www.addplumbingsolutions.co.uk
•
•
•
•

Tuesday afternoon in St Sarik
We are a small group who meet
weekly in the St Sarik room from
1.45pm on Tuesday afternoons for
a couple of hours. We meet in order
to encourage one another through
prayer, worship, and bible study to
grow in our love for God and for each
other.
We use the Lifebuilder Series to
help us and starting in April our
new study will be ‘Prayers of the
Old Testament’. You can receive a
study guide at the group. This will
enable us to consider how God used
situations to answer the needs of
people such as Moses, Hannah,
Isaiah, and how we can learn from
these characters.
Hopefully, it will give us the
opportunity to grow and develop our
own prayer practices and have our
lives changed by the power of prayer.
How exciting!
We shall begin this study on 16
April at 1.45pm.
Do come and have a coffee with
us. We look forward to meeting you!
If you have any questions please
contact Jenny Sullivan on 986 2090.

Woodley Decor
Painters & Decorators
Established Since 1969

local and fully insured
free written quotes & estimates
certified by BPEC and City & Guilds
references available

Sunrise of Sonning

No job too small
All work guaranteed
For a free estimate, contact us on:
0118 940 6888
Or visit our web site: www.woodleydecor.co.uk

Assisted Living, Nursing
& Dementia Care
Old Bath Road, Sonning, Berkshire RG4 6TQ

0118 321 4149
www.sunrise-care.co.uk

Milley Lane, Hare Hatch, Reading, Berkshire. RG10 9TH
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First new peal board for
over 100 years
By Rob Needham, assistant tower captain

If you were walking around Sonning on Monday morning, 4 June, last year
looking at the scarecrows, you may have heard the church bells ringing.
This was a special piece of ringing to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of our
Queen. The bells were rung continuously from 9am until noon. Several people
remarked to me, and to the vicar, Jamie, how pleasant it was to hear them.
The special piece of ringing that morning is called a peal - only a small
proportion of ringers are able to ring a peal. The physical effort and mental
concentration needed over a period of three hours are more than most wish to
attempt. The idea of marking the Diamond Jubilee with a peal was proposed
by Jamie and was enthusiastically taken up by ringers in the local area.
Afterwards, Jamie suggested that
for celebrating such an important
event there should be a permanent
record in the church so a peal board
giving deatils of the ringing was
commissioned.
However, the peal board maker,
a captain of ringers at a church
near Kingston Bagpuize, Oxon, fell
seriously ill shortly after starting
work and he was in hospital three
times while the board was slowly
progressing. This is why it has only
recently been hung in the bell tower
beside three boards from over a
century ago. It makes a handsome
and lasting tribute in the church to
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and the
feat of ringing to celebrate it.
If you would like to visit the
A new peal board in the church tower
ringing
room and see the peal
commemorating the full 3 hour peal
boards, or better still would like to
rung for the Diamond Jubilee in June
learn to ring with us, please call me,
2012 was unveiled on 28 February by
on 926 7724 or the tower captain,
Jamie Taylor (right). With him is Simon
Milford who rang treble bell in the peal.
Pam Elliston, on 969 5967.

From
the
editor’s
desk
Last month I said that the optimun
size for this magazine is 32 pages,
this being the most practical and
cost-efficient format for a good
balance between the editorial
and advetising space. It is the size
that will also enable me to give
appropriate space for the news and
reports from the many local clubs
and associations.
Last month we increased the
size to 28 pages and did not expect
to be able reach 32 for a while yet.
However, such is the enthusiam
for the new style Parish Magazine
that from next month we will be
printing 32 pages! Thank you to
all who are supporting us through
advertising, and also to those who
give their time to write and send us
items for publication. Good quality
photographs are always welcome.
On the matter of the new larger
size of our magazine and the
slight change of name, I discoverd
something interesting recently
when browsing the archives of past
magazines. Not only has there been
several changes in size during the
past, both larger and smaller, but it
was, on some occasions, called The
Parish Magazine. There is nothing
new under the sun!

Ninety paintings in auction to raise money for local disabled youngsters
Malcom Stansfield, well known in
the parish of St Andrew’s Church for
his considerable fund raising and
auctioneering expertise, is crossing
the border into Woodley to help
raise money for a local children’s
charity. He will be auctioning 90
paintings by local artists.
The auction is being held by the
Woodley & Earley Arts Group in
conjunction with the Rotary Club of
Loddon Vale. A minimum of 30% of
the auction proceeds will go to the

Some of the local artists auctioning their work
Friends of the Bridges in Woodley, a
parent/carer led charity that helps
enhance the lives of disabled young
people and children between the

ages of eight and 18. The auction
takes place on Saturday 13 April
from 6.30-9.30pm at the Oakwood
Centre, Woodley. Viewings of the
paintings will be from 12.00–5.30pm
on Friday 12, and from 9.30–4.00pm
on Saturday.
The paintings can also be viewed
at an auction reception from 6.30pm.
Reception tickets are £5 from: 969
2172 or 969 3461 and include a glass
of wine, nibbles and an opportunity
to chat with some of the artists.
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CANON TREE CARE
EXPERIENCED QUALIFIED INSURED

• Pruning, Felling & Planting
• Reductions, Thinning & Dead Wooding
• Dangerous Trees Saved & Made Safe
• Modern Noninvasive Cable Bracing
• Stump Grinding & Removal
MAIDENHEAD
• Tree Problem Diagnosis
SONNING
WINDSOR
• Japanese Ornamental
READING BRACKNELL
Tree Pruning
OFFICE - MON-FRI 8.45-5.30:

READING

0845 034 0962

OUT OF OFFICE HOURS:

MOBILE

0779 931 5661

Henley
Valuations
Jewellery

Thursday 4 April
Venue
Henley Office
66 Northfield End
RG9 2JN

Pictures

Thursday 9 May
Thursday 23 May
10am to 1pm
Venue
Leander Club
White Hill
RG9 2LP
For a free valuation of items that you
may be considering selling at auction,
please book an appointment with our
visiting Specialist.
01491 413 636
henley@bonhams.com

CTC.Julian@yahoo.co.uk

In association with TAKA ISHII Green Garden Design (Japan)

International Auctioneers and Valuers - bonhams.com/henley

We know that arranging a funeral
can be stressful and demanding:
five generations of experience we know we will make a difference
Reading Head Office
Henley Office

0118 957 3650
01491 413434

Other branches: Wokingham, Bracknell, Thatcham

Golden Charter
Funeral Plans

For information about our funeral
and memorial masonry services:

www.abwalker.co.uk

The Bull Inn | Sonning on Thames | Berk

Email:
bullinn@fullers.co.uk
Dennis & Christine look
forward
to welcoming you to… | Telephone

The Bull Inn,
Sonning-on-Thames
Berkshire RG4 6UP
0118 969 3901
Great food, award-winning cask ale, service with a
smile Seven stylish bedrooms
Present this ad for a complimentary homemade chocolate brownie

bullinn@fullers.co.uk / www.bullinnsonning.co.uk
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Food for the Lentern journey

Picture: Jamie Taylor

Flying the flag
for Saint George

The front cover of this month’s magazine shows part of
a stained glass window on the south side of St Andrew’s
Church. The window depicts St George, the patron saint
of England who is celebrated every year on 23 April.
Despite no real evidence of who
St George is a
he was, or what he did to achieve
patron saint of
sainthood, he has been adopted
Aragon, Catalonia,
by more than 20 countries, cities
England, Genoa,
and groups of people around
Georgia, Germany,
the world. His saint’s day was
Greece, Istanbul,
inaugurated in 1222.
Lithuania, Moscow,
Today, Christians look to
Palestine, Portugal,
St George as an example of
and Venice. He is
someone prepared to make the
also patron saint
ultimate sacrifice for his faith.
of Scouts, soldiers,
Beyond these few facts
archers, cavalry
everything else about St George
and chivalry,
has to be treated as myth,
farmers and field
including the following:
workers, riders and
George was b0rn in the third
saddlers.
century AD to Christian parents
who lived in Cappadocia which is now in Turkey. Later he
lived in Palestine and became a Roman soldier. Because
he disagreed with the persecution by Rome of Christians
he was imprisoned and tortured, but remained true to his
faith and as a result was beheaded at Lydda in Palestine.
In 1483 a book about the fantastic lives of the saints
called The Golden Legend was printed by William Caxton.
This was one of the first, and one of the largest, books
printed by Caxton and during the next 50 years it became
a medieval best seller.
The book included a story about George’s visit to a town
that was in fear of a dragon and George ends up slaying it.
The story turned St George into a celebrity and this is the
image that many still have of him today.

The 40 day journey of Lent that preceeded the Easter
celebrations at the end of March once again gave members
of St Andrew’s Church plenty of food for thought - both
for the stomach and the spirit.
Lent suppers were held in the Jubilee Hall, Charvil,
on a Tuesday evening during the five weeks before Holy
Week. They combined fellowship and good food with an
opportunity to learn more about our personal faith as
well the faith of the church as a body. This year the theme
was ‘Living the Christian Life’ based on a course written
Stephen Cottrel, a previous Bishop of Reading.
Forty people attended and all seemd to agree that the
fellowship and teaching not only helped them confirm
their own beliefs but challenged them to think about how
they are living it out in their lives.
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Meadvale-Bays MOBILE BIKE SERVICES
Local home-based service
FREE local collection & delivery
 Multiple Service Levels
 Punctures repaired
 Cables & brake blocks replaced
 New tyres, pedals, chains, bar grips,
lights, child seats & racks fitted
 Cytech certified mechanic
 Located in North Earley / Shepherds Hill



Contact us at:
0118 9353536
john@meadvale-bays.com
www.meadvale-bays.com

Caring for your bicycle

Claire Howells

Sew Sew

Blinds, bridal wear,
costumes, curtains
and sew on…

For all your plumbing and gas
installation needs. Same day and
emergency services. Gas registered.

0118 934 5372
077 7848 8975
twyfordhowells@aol.com

We promise to: • call back quickly                                 
• give a fair quote  • give excellent service                   
• treat you as a lifetime customer
Telephone Peter on 078 6332 8238

MILES & DAUGHTERS
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Your local family owned and run complete funeral service
Adam Miles FRSA DIPFD MBIFD
Serving Twyford, Maidenhead and all surrounding villages
Free, no obligation home visits, advice and assistance
‘Our family serving your family’
Male and female funeral directors, available to help and                         
assist you at all times
Please feel free to contact us or visit our homely and                             
discreet premises at any time
The Old Clock House, Station Road, Twyford
Day and night service

0118 934 5474
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Old, new - and on the
internet!
By Robert Lobley

You are reading the new large glossy Parish Magazine which is now
delivered free to everyone in the parish of St Andrew’s Church; a very
great difference from when the magazine was first started.
Originally called The Sonning Parish
Magazine it is quite old having first
appeared in black and white, printed
by Blackwells of Reading in January
1869. It cost one penny (o.42p today).
After the first publication the
readers were informed that one
penny did not cover the cost and
subscriptions were invited. The
magazine was the brainchild of the
Reverend Hugh Pearson who did so
much for parish and St Andrew’s
Church.
Soon after he arrived in the
village in 1842 he suffered a very
serious accident. His horse bolted on
hearing a steam train at the nearby
Sonning cutting, he was dragged
by the stirrup to the Pound and his
injuries were thought to be fatal. It
was fortunate that he eventually
recovered and lived until 1882.
Producing a magazine in 1869
was a very complicated and difficult
affair. No computers or useful
software, all type had to be set in
lead by hand and laboriously printed
on huge old presses. Illustrations
were particularly difficult and
expensive as they had to be hand
engraved from the original drawing
before being set with the type for
printing. That is why there is only
one picture of St Andrew’s on the
cover and none inside.
Reading the early issues is very
interesting. One notices that sadly
almost every month a small child
was buried. In 1869 child mortality
rates were high and many babies only
survived for a few hours or days.
There are several self help
schemes; a Penny Bank to encourage
saving, a Coal Club, and a Clothes
Club to help the people of Woodley
clothe their children. With many
of these schemes it is apparent that
extra contributions were made by
some of the better off people of

Sonning. There were evening
classes for self-improvement
which were very popular. Over
50 men and boys turned out
regularly in Woodley for classes
and there is an urgent appeal
for volunteer teachers.
In Dunsden there were
evening classes on Mondays
and classes for the backward on
Tuesdays! The better off people
of Sonning obviously contributed
to many appeals and contributions
are listed. Woodley and particularly
Dunsden were much poorer and
often needed help.
On New Year’s Eve Miss
Dashwood gave tea to 45 ladies who
attended the mothers meetings and
some of the ladies sang glees and
catches. The church choir should
have given a concert on 2 February,
but it was put off until the 8th
because of bad weather. It was a
great success performing music by
Handel, Mozart Arthur Sullivan and
even a piece by H Pearson!
On a lovely sunny day in June
there was a very successful Choir
Festival with visiting choirs from
Arborfield, Caversham, Englefield,
Highmoor, Kidmore End, Nettlebed,
Shiplake, Reading, Theale and
Wargrave, who presumably all came
by horse and cart!
A well attended reading from
Charles Dickens’ Christmas Carol
was held in the Boys School Room by
a professional actor Mr Hallet who
came down from London.
Hugh Pearson wrote an account
of the restoration of St Andrew’s
and all the extensive and significant
changes that he and the architect
Henry Woodyer had made. He
wanted to let people know that in
the preceding years the Church had
been completely remodelled, the
roof raised and re-roofed. He may

have started the magazine with this
objective.
Another resident visited France
with two friends and contributed
a monthly account of their travels.
They began by comparing Boulogne
Railway Station to the ‘ragged and
ugly’ new Reading Station. They
travelled to Amiens Cathedral and
then across France to Italy.
A year later in 1870-71 there
is great concern about the Franco
Prussian War and the awful effects
of the fighting in France. There is a
heart rending description of over
600 wounded and riderless horses
responding to a bugle call on the field
of battle.
There was a collection of
£37.10s.6d to help the people affected
by the terrible destruction and some
of the prominent ladies of Sonning
sent parcels of clothes and bandages.
Mrs Brookes and the Dashwood
Family sent a box containing two
pairs of sheets, four pillow cases,
eight shirts, 12 pairs of socks and a
bottle of chloroform!
The early editions of The
Sonning Parish Magazine are rather
surprisingly available to download
free of charge on Google Books at
books.google.co.uk. Enter ‘sonning’
in the search box. You can of course
also read the new Parish Magazine at
sonningparish.org.uk. The wonders of
the modern world never cease.
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St Andrew’s Church at the
centre of a fascinating story of
the village way of life
By Bob Peters

I’ve always loved the printed word, which probably explains why when I moved from
Sonning to Charvil a couple of years ago I took with me more than 3,500 books and
magazines! Among them are a small number of books about the Parish of St Andrew’s
Church that comprises Charvil, Sonning and Sonning Eye. And I have been able to
add to my library Village Voices, the latest ‘home-grown’ publication that records
the fascinating village way of life that has dominated our parish for more than two
thousand years.

As well as piecing together the distant past, the books give excellent snap-shots of what
living a village way of life has been in more recent times. The Sonning Recipe Book, for
example gives an insight - and a reminder to the more elderly among us - of the type of
food and drink that was enjoyed 25 years ago, namely it was wholesome, less exotic than
today and often home-grown. It also illustrates the community spirit in village life. The
book was produced to raise funds for a new Scout and Guide hut and large cross-section
of residents willingly provided their favourite recipes to help pay the £40,000 building
Local books written by local authors tell a fasci
costs.
As well as the village community life, the books reflect
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the changing world around us. Farms and small holdings,
The best known book by a local
Although the smallest of th
mills and factories, shops, banks, post offices and doctor’s
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Calling artists and photographers
of all ages — have your work
published on our front cover!
Here’s a great opportunity to have one of your paintings or photographs
published on the front cover of this magazine! All you have to do is enter
our Front Cover Image Competition and the lucky winners will have their
picture delivered free to every home in Charvil, Sonning and Sonning Eye that’s an estimated 7,000 readers. We are looking for stunning, out of the
ordinary pictures, so let your imagination run wild!
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Published in November 1988 by
Margaret Evans and Pam Glaspool,
The Sonning Recipe Book is a collection
of 122 favourite recipes contributed
by local people.
The book was published to raise
funds for a new Scout and Guide hall
that is known today as Glebe Hall it’s situated adjacent to Sonning CE
School on the King George recreation
ground.
Filled with good, wholesome
dishes, there are some with
intriguing names such as Silly
Nit-Wits Lemon Ice Cream, Peg’s
Chocolate Bottom, the Bible Cake,
Mincemeat Ice Cream, and the
5-4-3-2-1 Pudding (see page 23).
Also there is a collection of wise
old sayings associated with food and
drink that are still appropriate today,
for example:

s at the
Old Bath
gars’
ck to
s Drive,
via Park
art. It’s a
er if you

—— Ill luck comes by pounds and goes
away by ounces
—— There’s skill in all things, even in
making porridge
—— One cake eaten in peace is worth
two in trouble
—— From nothing, nothing is made
—— Hunger is the mother of
impatience and anger

t h e c h u rc h of s t a n dr e w, SERV I NG T H E
COM M U N I T I E S OF C H A RV I L , SON N I NG a n d son n i ng e y e
Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

The
Parish
Magazine

t h e c h u rc h of s t a n dr e w, SERV I NG T H E
COM M U N I T I E S OF C H A RV I L , SON N I NG a n d son n i ng e y e
Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

The
Parish
Magazine
March 2013 Easter issue

the sonning recipe book

February 2013 Candlemas issue

harvil

The
Parish
Magazine
January 2013 Epiphany issue

inating story of village life in our parish.

—— There are are no age restrictions
and we hope to have more
than one winner so there are
opportunities for everyone to
take part.
—— The painting or photograph must
depict an aspect of St Andrew’s
Church, Sonning - it can be of
the entire building or part of it,
it can be inside or outside, it can
include people or not. Pictures
including children must have the
parent/guardian’s approval.
—— Your entry must be in colour, a
high resolution image is prefered.
—— The painting or photograph must
be in a square format and capable
of being reduced or enlarged to
fill the space on the front cover.
—— To enter, you must either live
within the Parochial Church
Parish of St Andrew’s (Charvil,
Sonning and Sonning Eye), or
be a regular member of the
congregation of St Andrew’s
Church, or belong to one of the
clubs or associations listed on
page 21, or be a pupil or staff
member of one of the schools in
the parish.
—— The closing date is 12 noon,
Monday 2 September 2013, so you
have all the warm, sunny days
of spring and summer to visit
St Andrew’s Church and let your
artistic talents loose.
—— Send your entry by email to
shalom@robertjpeters.com
—— The winners will be announced
in the October issue.
—— The editor’s decision is final!

t h e c h u rc h of s t a n dr e w, SERV I NG T H E
COM M U N I T I E S OF C H A RV I L , SON N I NG a n d son n i ng e y e
Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye
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JANETTE HAMMOND

Beauty Therapist & Perfume Designer
Waxing - Facials - Lash & Brow Tinting - Make-up
Manicures & Pedicures - Massage
All treatments for ladies only
28 HILLTOP ROAD, EARLEY, READING RG6 1DA
Telephone: 0118 926 2365 Mobile: 07917 818283
janette@janettehammond.co.uk

WHITE MARQUEES
For hire

<<<< APRIL SPECIAL OFFER >>>>
Massage with aromatherapy oil selected
especially for you - £5 off during April

DAV I D SH A I LE S
PLUMB ER S & DEC OR ATOR S
Repairs to Showers & Toilets and more
Complete Project Re-furbishment.
Bathroom Suites, Toilets,
Basins, & Radiators.
Full Interior & Exterior Decorating.
Reliable, Clean & Efficient  

All proceeds used for funds of
1st Sonning Scout Group
Suitable for all events, parties, fetes etc.
We Deliver, Erect, Take Down and Collect!

Suggested donation of only £175
Discount for Registered Charities

Trefor 07789 880072

Phone: 0118 934 5029

33 Right atMobile:
Home 28/09/2012
0770 860 10:23
2442 Page 1

Marquee@sonningscouts.co.uk
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Around the villages
CHARVIL SENIOR CITIZENS
On Saturday 6 April we hold our
annual senior citizen’s concert and
tea in Charvil Village Hall, 3-5.30pm.
The Reading Accordion Band will
perform the first half of the concert
and after a tea interval the A4 ABBA
Band will provide the entertainment
so do come along. The event is free
and open to all senior citizens in
Charvil. If you would like to attend or
you need transport, or to volunteer
as a helper you will be most welcome.
More: Margaret Gregory on 934 5419

pa r i sh wa l k
Saturday 20 April. Meet 10.15am
Warren Farm. GRSU567812 near
Streatley, drive to the end of the
tarmac on the Ridgeway. 4½ miles
walk via Kiddington Cottage and
Bower Farm. Jean Milbourn 926 8035

SONNING FLORAL
ARRA NGEMENT SOCIETY
On 11 April, Ninnon Linnell
from the Berks, Bucks and Oxon
area of National Association of
Flower Arrangement Societies
is demonstrating ‘Angles on
Design’ in Pearson Hall, at 2pm.
The competition is an ‘L shaped
arrangement’. On 9 May Lorraine
Saunders demonstrates ‘Magic
Moments’ and our competition will
be ‘May Magic’. New members always
welcome! Jane Gascoigne

SONNING and SONNING
EYE SOCIETY
Norman Moulsley is holding a
photographic training day from
11am to 4pm in the St Sarik Room
on Monday 6 May. After a lecture,
you will have time to take your own
photos before returning for advice
and comments from the professional
photographer. Numbers are limited
to 12 so early booking is advised.
Bring your own camera, a laptop
cable for it, and a packed lunch. Tea
or coffee will be provided. Tickets: £5.
Join us for a special outing
on Sunday 16 June to Fawley Hill

Museum and Railway near Henley.
You will be able to explore the private
estate, with its exotic animals and
working steam train. Bring a picnic
and enjoy a great day out with the
family. The Park is open from 11am to
5pm. Tickets; £15, under 10 go free.
For both events phone Penny
Feathers on 0118 934 3193, or send
a SAE and cheque (made out to the
S&SE Society) to 74 Old Bath Road,
Charvil. RG10 9QL. Pauline Simmonds

Th e SON N I NG Clu b
Open sessions of pétanque now take
place on Wednesday evenings and
everyone is invited.
In April our popular quizes are
on Friday 5 and Friday 19. Open mic
night start on Saturday 13 April so
if you have hidden talents or know
someone who does, come along and
play to a live audience. And we have
a casino and race night on Friday 26.
Look forward to seeing you at the
club. Tracy Barrett

SON N I NG ART GROUP
Howard Birchmore’s tutor session on
15 February was well attended - 28
members squeezed into the Pearson
Hall to receive instruction on the use
of acrylics. His subject was Sonning
Bridge, as seen from the north side

of the river. Howard’s session was
greatly enjoyed and some excellent
pictures were produced.
Helga Hanfling’s tutor session on
15 March was also very well attended.
Helga is a former art teacher. Her
mixed media session had a particular
emphasis on watercolour.
Coming up is the judging of the
annual art competition for children
at Sonning School and an all day
painting workshop, which is a new
venture. Howard Birchmore will
again tutor us. His subject will be a
Venetian scene using acrylics.
Our group is thriving but we
are always happy to welcome new
members. We meet on Fridays, 1-4pm
in Pearson Hall. The cost, including
tea and cake, is £2.50 per session (£3
for tutor sessions). For more details:
sonningartgroup.org.uk. Sue Bell

Bel C a n t o Chorus
Vivaldi’s Gloria will be performed on
Saturday 20 April at 7pm by the Bel
Canto Chorus as they celebrate their
5th anniversary. The concert is at
the Christ Church Centre, Henley on
Thames with musical director, David
Kirby-Ashmore and organist, Craig
Green. Tickets: 0776 607 7527 or
info.belcantochorus@yahoo.com

Village events diary
ch a rv i l v i l l age H ALL

Sat 6 April 3pm Seniors Concert and
Tea 934 5419
Sat 8 June 2pm Singing Workshop for
females 934 0589
Sun 16 June 2pm Charvil Village Fete
901 7610
Sun 8 September 2pm Charvil Choirs
Jumble Sale 934 0589
Sat 28 September 8pm Quiz Night
934 5524
Sat 26 October 8pm Family Skittles
with supper 934 5419
Sat 23 November 8pm Anniversary
Barn Dance and supper 934 5419

o t h er v en u e s

Sun 28 April Sonning Lawn Tennis
Club Open Day, King
George’s Field sonningtennis.com.
Mon 6 May 11am Photogrpahic Day,
Sonning & Sonning Eye Soc, St Sarik
Room, 934 3193
Sun 16 June 11am Sonning & Sonning
Eye Soc outing to Fawley Hill Museum
and Railway 934 3193
Sun 23 June 7pm Charvil Voices and
Jewel Tones Concert, Norden Farm Arts
Centre Maidenhead. 934 0589
Sat 7 September Sonning Village
Show, Sonning CoE School. 969 8653

PEARSON H ALL sonn i ng

Sat 23 November 7pm Sonning & Sonning Eye Society AGM and Supper
Voluntary Groups, Associations and Schools are invited to list all their future events in
our village events diary so our readers can note them in their diaries well in advance.
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Smoothing Knots
remedial and sport massage

Wentworth textiles

The home of your carpet and flooring solutions

07917 765194
Want to
change the
look of your
floors?

Western Avenue, Woodley, Reading

Speed up recovery on injuries
Relieve stress & promote sleep

Look no further.
Wentworth textiles
is a residential and
commercial carpet
and flooring
company with a distinguished
reputation of nearly 50 years.
We can provide samples of of any
flooring, offer a fitting and installation
service. We also provide rugs, be they
hand-tufted or sheepskin and in any size.

Scan me for details

Improve muscle flexibility
Increase joint range of movement
Accelerate healing
Aid deep relaxation
Early detection of sporting injury
Come & visit the light & relaxing treatment room

Consultation includes
Postural assessment & corrective advice

For further information, please
contact www.wentworthtextiles.com
or call 0118 958 2166 or email
pa.roper@btinternet.com

Deep tissue massage and treatment
Injury rehabilitation

For more information visit www.smoothingknots.co.uk

...a school brimming with enthusiasm,
humour, energy and achievement.
Entry at ages 11+, 13+ and directly into the Sixth Form
•

fully coeducational school based in Oxford

•

highly interactive, motivating teaching in small classes
(maximum 15 up to GCSE and 10 for A level)

•

‘outstanding pastoral’ care (ISI report)

•

busy, engaging activities, sports and social programmes

•

excellent results and strong record of university entrance

www.doverbroecks.com
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sonning cricket club
Our new president is the popular
and cricket-mad, Max McNeill.
We are delighted to have Max as
our figurehead and he is already
lining up a squad of ‘ringers’ for the
President’s XI match on 4 August!
Indoor nets practice is underway
at Reading Blue Coat School, 6.45–
7.45pm on Tuesdays. New players are
welcome, no matter what standard!
Our 1st team overseas player
is the young and promising Josh
Lanham from Brisbane Wests. We
also have two other Aussies joining
us, such is our reputation as a
friendly and sociable club that plays
a high standard of amateur cricket.
Friendlies start on 20 April, 3rd
XI and 4th XI league matches start
on 4 May and the 1st XI and 2nd XI
league matches start on 11 May.
Our thriving junior section is
running 5 sides again and indoor
training sessions are underway at
Piggott School’s dedicated cricket
centre. We have additional ECB
qualified coaches and a new bowling
machine. U7s start on 6 May at
Reading Blue Coat School. We also
have a number of teams playing in
the Berkshire Youth Cricket League
and have spaces for new players at
U10 (school year 5) and U11 (year
6) following an expansion of the
number of league teams. For junior
details: scjcricket@ntlworld.com.

Ali Driver

Sonn i ng Gl ebe WI
Another hectic month! We have
been intrigued by some interesting
Berkshire folklore stories, enjoyed
a delicious lunch at Reading College
prepared by catering students and
served with efficiency and a smile,
and there was playreading, Scrabble
and knit ‘n’ natter which are always
popular. We laughed uncontrollably
at the Mill during Taking Steps and at
Pearson Hall at our quiz evening!
With our annual meeting, a
Rummikub day and an Indian meal
at the Red Rose in April we will be as
busy as ever! We meet on the third
Monday of the month, 7.30pm in
Pearson Hall. Barbara Carr

Riverside Tea Garden open

Picture: Tom Farncombe

The Riverside Tea Garden at Sonning Lock re-opened on 29 March for hopefully
another super summer of sunny days sitting relaxing and enjoying home made
cakes, cream teas etc looking out over the River Thames. It is open every day
11am to 5pm. Home made celebration cakes made by Rachael Richards can be
ordered. For all enquiries call Jo on 0771 022 4008.

Sonning Conservation
Area Assessment
A public consultation exhibition in
February saw a further step toward
the completion of a community
project that is being co-ordinated
by Sonning Parish Council and the
Sonning and Sonning Eye Society.
The project aims to generate an
updated document that will replace
the existing Sonning Design
Statement and so ensure that the
conservation area is accorded the
protection it deserves.
The text, audio and visual
material on display, supplemented
talks by Dr Brian O’Callaghan, was
based on survey results accumulated
by a team of volunteers.
After training, the volunteers
undertook a detailed examination
of the conservation area during
the latter half of last year. Their
initial draft report was available
at the exhibition and is also on the
Sonning Parish Council and The
Sonning and Sonning Eye Society’s
websites. The report describes the
conservation area and makes initial
recommendations such as traffic
management and preferred forms of
development.
Feedback forms are available
on the websites and these will be
taken into account during the final
writing of the draft report together
with appropriate photographs and
appendices covering areas such as
listed and important buildings etc.

Taken by Tom Farncombe from the
top of St Andrew’s Church tower last
summer, these pictures show some of the
conservation area that is the focus of a
draft report currently being prepared.
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Poetry corner
This month’s poem was quoted by David Sims during a sermon in St Andrews in 2009 and was requested by Pat
Morgan, a member of the church choir. It is thought that the poem first appeared in a New Zealand parish magazine
about 50 years ago. If you have a favourite poem you would like to share, please send it to the editor.

t en l i t t l e ch u rc hm en
Ten little churchmen went to church when fine;
But it started raining, then there were nine.
Nine little Churchmen stayed up late;
One overslept himself, then there were eight
Eight little Churchmen on the road to Heaven;
One joined a rambling club, then there were seven
Seven little Churchmen heard of Sunday ‘flicks’
One thought he’d like to go, then there were six.
Six little Churchmen kept the place alive:
One bought a television, then there were five.
Five little Churchmen seemed loyal to the core;
The vicar upset one of them, then there were four.
Four little Churchmen argued heatedly
Over all the changes; then there were three.
Three little Churchmen sang the service through
Got a hymn they didn’t know, then there were two.
Two little Churchmen disputed who should run
The next social evening; then there was one.

One faithful Churchmen knowing what to do
Got a friend to go to church; then there was two.
Two sincere Churchmen each brought in one more;
So their number doubled, then there were four.
Four sturdy Churchmen simply couldn’t wait
Till they found four others, and so there were eight.
Eight eager Churchmen at communion every week
Soon encouraged others, troubled souls to seek.
All the seats in church are filled, not a vacant pew!
O God, supply this grace and zeal in our own parish too!

do you h av e a ta lent to sh a re?
Do you have a talent that you would like to share with
others? It can be anything from basket-making to
playing a musical instrument, telling stories t0 baking,
singing to miming, origami to dancing, poetry reading
to juggling. If so, Sunrise Senior Living is always
looking for volunteers to share their talents with our
residents. Call Georgina Williams on 0118 944 4300

Your LOCAL Village IT Support Service
All things PC plus Apple iPad, iPhone/Smart phones.
At your office or home.
Personal tuition, advice, set-up, installation/integration.

Katie Sarsfield MBCS 07981 600726
katie@kimservices.co.uk

A Family Run Independent
Funeral Service

Save £100

by applying today
If you purchase a plan
with Tomalin & Son
you will receive a
£100 discount off our
current brochure price.

TEL: (01491) 573370
Golden Charter
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS
ANDERSON HOUSE,
38 READING ROAD,
HENLEY-ON-THAMES, RG9 1AG.
STD BOARD 130X185MM 80160v3_SOUTH_OXON_HEN>AG>16.10.09

CHRIS THE PLUMBER

I offer a friendly, reliable and punctual service. Anything from
a dripping tap to a full bathroom refurbishment. No job too
small. Radiator valves, powerflushing, CH pumps, shower
repairs and replacement, all general plumbing undertaken and
emergency calls. Contact Chris Duvall free, no obligation quote.
Christheplumber75@googlemail.com

0785 095 6354

0118 926 4690

Mallorca - Apartment to let

Daphne & Keith Nichols 0118 9694628

Brittany
holiday rental

— four bedroom Longère barn
— sleeps nine, plus a cot
— large garden
— quiet, countryside location
— Carnac coast a 40 min. drive

Carole Brooks 0118 934 3180 www.lanndouar.com
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Dr Simon Ruffle writes ...

With the Duchess of Cambridge’s slip of the tongue suggesting that we may
have a queen in the future our thoughts turn to pregnancy.
Being a healthy pregnant (future)
gone on for hundreds of thousands
mum is the best start that a baby
of years otherwise we wouldn’t all
can have. Things that you should do
be here, however there are some
before getting pregnant is to take
sensible precautions to take while
folic acid, 400 mcg a day, available in
being pregnant, such as avoiding
pharmacies, for three months. Stop
infection, maintaining a healthy diet
smoking and be a healthy weight.
and exercise, avoiding unpasteurised
The research behind alcohol is
and cured food.
still uncertain, so the safest way
There is plenty of good advice and
is to not drink at all. If you are
I suggest patient.co.uk or the NHS
a heavy drinker, smoker or have
choices website for further, balanced
other medical problems you should
and good information.
consult your doctor before embarking
Enjoy pregnancy as the outcome
on pregnancy. Pregnancy is not a
is a joy, privilege and the most
medical condition and has, obviously,
rewarding ‘job’ you can ever do.

Local organisations

“The wedding’s TODAY!”
Westcall’s out of hours service
For urgent medical advice between
6.30pm and 8am and at weekends
call Westcall’s out of hours service
on 0118 978 7811

Please check details and report out-of-date names and numbers

St Andrew’s: Sunday Club
Heather Hexter 946 1316

Monday Club
Ken Trimmings 969 1072

St Andrew’s: Tower Captain
Rob Needham 926 7724

Sonning Royal British Legion
Chairman: Shaun Sheppard 927 2879

The Friends of St Andrew’s
Hilary Rennie 969 6363

Sonning Brownies
Helen Jukes 969 2514

Jubilee Hall, Charvil
Bookings: Raj 0795 642 3764

Sonning CE Primary School
Headteacher: Lesley Green 969 3399

Charvil Art Club
Julie Bennett 934 5059

Sonning CE School PTA
Vicki Emmett 0791 617 7529

Charvil Branch Conservatives
Emma Hobbs 934 0528

Sonning & Charvil Baby Sitting Group
Geraldine Hearn 934 1071

Charvil Brownies
Tawny Owl: Claire Howells 934 5372

Sonning Charvil & Hurst NAG
Bob Hulley 969 9431

Charvil Caterpillar Club
Nicole Burns 0795 843 9769

Sonning Club
Chris Way 969 3939

Jewel Tones
Suzanne Newman 934 0589

Sonning Cricket Club
Ali Driver 969 2698

Charvil Guides
Ruth Hulley 969 9431

Sonning Flower Club
Sharon Robinson 969 0748

Charvil Pre-School Playgroup
Sally Richards 932 1273

Sonning Football Club
Tony Farmer 956 6536

Charvil Senior Residents Club
Julie Bennett 934 5059

Sonning Glebe WI (Eve Mtgs)
Diana Moulsley 961 8829

Charvil Voices
Suzanne Newman 934 0589

Sonning Guides
Polly Jukes 0790 571 2071

Charvil Village Society
Margaret Gregory 934 5419

Sonning Lawn Tennis Club
Romy Spinder 969 5845

Charvil Women’s Club
Shirley Newman 934 0589

Sonning Liberal Democrats
Coling Lawley 961 8536

Chernobyl Children’s Link
Shirley Chard 969 8086

Sonning Neighbourhood Watch
Sue Bell 969 6924

Sonning Art Group
Chairman: Sue Bell 969 6924

Sonning RNLI
David Bates 969 7753

Sonning Parish Council
Lesley Bates 969 7753

Sonning Beech Lodge
Bookings: Tim Pascall 969 6935

Pearson Hall
Caretaker & Bookings: Jenny Adams 969 7692
Management: Sharon Robinson 969 0748

Local Borough & County Council Councillors
Kate Haines - Coronation, 0771 363 7029
Mike Haines - Sonning & Warren, 967 2879
Nick Ray - Charvil, 934 5892
Carol Viney - Eye & Dunsden, 969 7753

Sonning Book Club
Anne Webster 944 0699

1st Sonning Scouts Group
GS Leader: Wendy Cherry 926 2363
ASG Leader: Mike Watts 962 8388
CScout Leader: Mike Moore 934 4478
Cub Scouts: Joan Farnese 944 0374
Beavers: Ruth Whatley 969 5849
Steps ‘n’ Stetsons Line Dance Group
Julie Myers 961 8450
Sonning Table Tennis Club
Alan Tinson 969 0782
Sonning Twinning Association
Beth Dixon 969 2335
Sonning Baby & Toddler Group
Miranda Aston 966 5352
Sonning & Sonning Eye Society
Andy Bell 969 6924
Sonning Village Show
Heather Hine 969 8653
Friends of Ali’s Pond
Alastair Driver 969 2698
Badminton Club
P Pardoe 934 5643
Bel Canto Chorus
Denise Walker 0797 375 2727
Rotary Club of Loddon Vale
Richard Ward 966 9348
Inner Wheel Club of Reading Maiden Erlegh
Hilary Tindall 969 6926
Short Mat Bowling Club
S Newman 934 0589

Cou nc i l Con tac t s
Charvil Parish Council
Miranda Parker 901 7719
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Inspiring plants for impact
screening and style

Visit us this season for new ideas,
helpful advice
and great quality plants

tel: 01189 341757
www.thebigplantnursery.com
The Big Plant Nursery, Wargrave Rd, Twyford,
Reading, Berkshire RG10 9PN

Luckley-Oakfield School
where each girl is valued for her
unique talents and abilities.....

Richard Lloyd Funeral Services

Independent Funeral Director

1-2 The Parade, Coppice Road
Woodley RG5 3RB

24 Hr Telephone 0118 969 3033

Family-owned, Independent, Funeral Director
and Monumental Mason serving all areas in
and around Sonning and Charvil

Colin Bennell, Funeral Director

Open Morning

Wednesday 1 May 2013
Contact the Registrar on 0118 978 4175
Registrar@luckley.wokingham.sch.uk
www.luckley.wokingham.sch.uk

Luckley-Oakfield School, Wokingham
Independent Day & Boarding School
for Girls Aged 11 to 18 years

Dr Richard Lloyd, Proprietor

Personal attention and no-obligation visits
made by us in the comfort of your own home,
or in our office in Woodley.
Golden Charter and Age UK
pre-payment Funeral Plans and advice.
Telephone or visit Colin or Richard for free,
no-obligation advice at any time.
www.readingfunerals.co.uk
enquiries@readingfunerals.co.uk
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Recipe of the month
Five—Four—Three—Two—One Pudding
This recipe is published with permission of the family of Daphne Brown who
contributed it in 1988 for The Sonning Recipe Book. The book, which is a
collection of favourite recipes, was published by Margret Evans and Pam
Glaspool to raise funds for the then new Guide and Scout Hall in Ligugé Way,
Sonning (see page 15 for more details).
Ingredients
—— 5 oz self raising flour
—— 4 oz sugar
—— 3 oz fat
—— 2 tablespoons of milk
—— 1 egg

Variations
Omit 1 oz sugar, add dried fruit
Apples underneath
Golden syrup or jam
Flavours: orange or lemon rind.

Method
Set oven to 190/200°C, 375/400°F, Gas mark 5/6. Process all ingredients
together until well mixed. Cook until firm to touch (about 20 minutes).

Book review
Slaying the Dragons — Destroying myths in the history of
science and faith By Allan Chapman, Lion, £9.99
In this lively and often surprising study, Dr Chapman
examines popular misunderstandings about key events
in the history of science-faith relations. He covers major
episodes such as Galileo’s trial and looks back through the
medieval period revealing how these events have acquired
mythical and misleading status. He exposes facts that
have been forgotten and the contemporary opinions that
have been supplanted by modern propaganda.
Slaying the Dragons strips away misundertanding and helps us to appreciate
that science and religion are not the enemies we sometimes think they are.

Gardening tips
for April
From the East Reading Horticultural Society
Mulch away while you can still see what you are doing and before the
herbaceous growth really takes off. Use your own garden compost or leaf
mould, well rotted manure, the contents of out-of-date growbags or ready-made
soil conditioner.
Now the soil is warming up and things are starting to grow, add general
purpose fertiliser before covering with mulch especially in borders, the fruit
and vegetable patch and containers. If you have already mulched, draw it back
(if possible), tease the soil a little, add fertiliser and replace the mulch.
Now is the time to WAGE WAR on slugs and snails. They love tulips and
delicacies such as the delicious young shoots of delphiniums and the like, so
use pet-friendly slug pellets, drench the ground around hostas with liquid slug
killer to exterminate slugs below the surface. Keep an eye out for snails and
pick them off - what you do with them is up to you. Birds are your friends here flat stones artfully located are useful accessories for birds to practise their snail
bashing techniques.
For ERHS membership: erhs@hotmail.co.uk or www.erhs.org.uk

Open Doors

By Carole Arrowsmith
As this magazine has published
Open Doors prayer requests I
thought it might be useful to explain
what the charity does. Open Doors
provides Bibles, Christian literature,
training and practical support to the
persecuted church worldwide. It is the
world’s largest outreach to persecuted
Christians in high-risk places.
Founded in 1955 by Brother
Andrew. the name comes from
Revelation 3:8 - I have set before you an
open door, which no one is able to shut.
This month prayers are asked for
women not being respected because
of their faith. They may be the family
provider, perhaps their husband has
been shot (a Columbian pastor) or
imprisoned (an Iranian pastor) or
converted and disowned. (Pakistan).
Thank you for your prayers.

Health & beauty

By Janette Hammond
Massage is an ancient and simple
treatment found in almost every
culture. It has been used to comfort
or heal for thousands of years.
Defined as the manipulation of
soft body tissue, massage is usually
carried out manually, although it can
be done with machinery.
The benefits, both physical and
emotional, are many. It can relax
the mind and body, relieve stiff
joints, encourage deeper, more
relaxed breathing, help to ease
fluid retention and stimulate the
lymphatic system encouraging the
elimination of toxins. It can also help
with sleep problems. For most people
massage is a very safe treatment.
If essential oils are used the
benefits can be enhanced. Essential
oils are aromatic, mostly liquid
substances extracted from parts of
plants – petals, bark, roots, leaves,
resins and seeds. Selected by a
professional, they help with specific
problems or just have pleasant
fragrances that aid relaxation.
I particularly like Hippocrates’
suggestion: The way to health is to
have an aromatic bath and scented
massage every day.
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Local Trades and Services
ABSOLUTE DIGITAL
TV Aerial and Satellite Services
Installation and Repair including Sky and Home Cinema
T: 0118 942 9300 Free: 0800 0831 993 M: 07787 557681
eMail: kevin@absolute-digital.net www.absolute-digital.net

ANDREW SETCHELL
Decorating and Refurbishment
All interior work undertaken
19 Simmons Fields, Charvil RG10 9UW
eMail: andrewsetchell@ymail.com T: 07809 676990

HC MOTORS - established in 1970 in Sonning
is still going and has just relocated to:
AVENUE GARAGE 29a Western Avenue,
Woodley RG5 3BJ. Tel: 0118 969 6717.
Free local pickup and delivery.

MILLS & BROOM
Domestic Cleaning Services
House Keeping, Cleaning, Washing, Ironing, Dog Walking and
Sitting service. References available and CRB checked
0118 969 7496 eMail: kaz@millsandbroom.com

PRIVATE PHYSIOTHERAPY SERVICE
Back/neck pain; joint/muscle problems & rehabilitation
Clinics based at Twyford and Wargrave GP surgeries
T: 0118 934 0926 - M: 0772 093 3192
eMail: info@fitandable.co.uk - www.fitandable.co.uk

CLARK BICKNELL LTD
Qualified Plumbing and Heating Engineers Gas Safe
25 years experience - local family run company
Call Office: 0118 961 8784 - Paul: 07768 874440
eMail: paul@clarkbicknell.co.uk

POWER CARS OF WOODLEY
Family run business - established 1945
Experienced male & female drivers - Large licensed cars
Reasonably priced local and long distance work undertaken
0118 9693066 eMail: paddypower30@hotmail.com

WATER SOFTENER SALT - Free Local Delivery
25kg Tablet/Granular £8.99 - Harvey Block Salt 2x4kg £5.50
salt-deliveries-online.com
sales@salt-deliveries online.com
M; 0778 577 2263 - T: 0118 959 1796
Unit 2, 6 Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA

PORTMAN GARDENS Design - Construct - Maintain
Garden Features, Patios, Ponds, Pergolas, Fencing
Unit 2, 6 Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA
T: 0118 959 1796 M: 07785 772263
eMail martyncollins@portmanpm.com

HOME COUNTIES FENCING LIMITED
Fencing - Patios - Decking - Driveways - Gates
Ring Paul on
T: 0118 969 8552 - M: 07958 762226
eMail: homecounties1@hotmail.co.uk

ADAM’S PEST CONTROL
BPCA Qualified - Fully Insured
Rats - Mice - Insects - Wasps - Squirrels - Moles etc
T: 0118 972 3709 M: 0784 934 2690
www.adamspestcontrol.co.uk

DOGGIE STYLE
Full Dog Grooming Service
50 Shackleton Way, Woodley, Reading RG5 4UT
0118 969 0759
eMail: melanley@yahoo.co.uk

ALL BUILDS (Berkshire) LIMITED
Extensions - Conversions - Renovations
www.all-builds.co.uk

M: 07780 562099 T: 0118 969 9147

THE STUDIO GALLERY
Specialists in Bespoke . . .
Framing - Printing - Art - Design - Gifts
Manor Farm, Rotherfield Peppard, Henley RG9 5LA
01491 629635 www.studiogalleryuk.com

KINGFISHER BATHROOMS
Plumbing - Plastering - Tiling - all associated work
140 Kingfisher Drive, Woodley RG5 3LQ Tel: 07788 972921
eMail: markt@kingfisher-bathrooms.com
www.kingfisher-bathrooms.com

FEELING GOOD BEAUTY SALON
Fully Qualified & Insured Therapist
Exclusive home based with easy free parking
2 Longhurst Close, Caversham, RG4 5ER
0118 947 4348 www.feeling-good.net

22 Buccaneer Close, Woodley, RG5 4XP

BERKSHIRE CARPETS & BLINDS
Carpets, Flooring & Interior Blinds
for Contract or Domestic Use
Unit 3, 92 Northcourt Avenue, Reading RG2 7HQ

CAVERSHAM SOLICITORS
Your friendly, local Solicitors
See us on The Times website www.bcg.thetimes.co.uk
or telephone 0118 947 8638 for all your legal needs

T/Fax: 0118 931 0228 eMail: berkshirecarpets@btconnect.com

www.cavershamsolicitors.co.uk

Please mention The Parish Magazine when contacting our advertisers.
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Parish contacts
Ministry Team

The Parish Magazine

—— The Vicar
Revd Jamie Taylor*
The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR
revjaft@yahoo.co.uk / 0118 969 3298
*Day off Thursday
—— Pioneer Minister
Revd Alison Waters*
6 Park View Drive South, Charvil, RG10 9QX
alwaters@hotmail.co.uk / 0118 934 3723
*Day off Monday
—— Licensed Lay Minister
Bob Peters
26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR
shalom@robertjpeters.com / 0118 961 1188

—— Editor
Bob Peters
26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR
shalom@robertjpeters.com / 0118 961 1188
—— Advertising and Distribution
Gordon Nutbrown
gordon@iwasthere.co.uk / 0118 969 3282

Pastoral Visiting and Prayer Chain
—— Mrs Jean Tinson
0118 969 0782
Church Wardens
—— Mr Mark Jordan
mark.jordan@talktalk.net / 0118 940 1431
—— Mr Terry Hunt
twghunt@btopenworld.com / 0118 934 1062
—— Deputy Warden
Mrs Molly Woodley
0118 946 3667

—— The Parish Magazine is produced by St Andrew’s PCC
and delivered free of charge to every home in Sonning,
Charvil and Sonning Eye.
—— The Parish Magazine is printed in the United Kingdom
by Herald Graphics Ltd, Reading RG2 oBZ
— — The Parish Magazine is distributed by Abracadabra
Leaflet Distribution Ltd, Reading RG7 1AW
—— The Parish Magazine was designed by Mr Roger
Swindale rogerswindale@hotmail.co.uk and Mr David
Woodward david@designforprint.org

T H E J U BI L E E H A L L , C H A RV I L

Parish Administrator
—— Mrs Sonia Boyles
standrews.sonning@btinternet.com / 0118 969 2428
Parochial Church Council

Secretary
—— Mrs Shirley Chard
0118 969 8086
Treasurer
—— Mr John Scoble
0118 926 5138
Bookings

St Sarik, Sonning
—— Mrs Sonia Boyles 0118 969 2428
Jubilee Hall, Charvil
—— Raj 079 5642 3764
Organist & Choirmaster
—— Mr David Duvall
davidduvall@btinternet.com / 078 5594 7104
Parish website
—— www.sonningparish.org.uk

Available for community groups and private hire
St Andrew’s owns an excellent hall complex in
Park View Drive North, Charvil. It has a number
of regular users and is also available for ad-hoc
bookings. It can seat 80 in a theatre style, and
has a stage area, a well-equipped kitchen and an
annexe. More details can be found at:
www.sonningparish.org.uk
or call Raj 07956 423764
AD HOC USER RATES
£60 – Children’s parties (up to age 14) (12pm–6pm)
£250 – Wedding receptions & evening parties (6pm–12am)
£300 – Wedding receptions & afternoon evening parties
Regular user rates by arrangement
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Henley Care Agency
Care in your own home
Live in Care / Daily Visits / Respite Care

• Remain in the comfort of your own home.
• Extensive experience in care for the elderly, terminally
ill patients as well as persons recovering from strokes,
operations or suffering from dementia.
• All nurses and carers are fully trained,
insured and CRB checked.
For more information or to arrange a home assessment
call Izabela directly on 07849 897 052
Tel. 01491 842915
Email. info@henleycare.co.uk
CQC Registered Provider 1-341050661

The French Horn,
Sonning. Quality,
the restaurant and hotel.
www.thefrenchhorn.co.uk
0118 969 2204

