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Live in Care / Daily Visits /
Respite Care

Tel. 01491 842915 • Email. info@henleycare.co.uk

Henley Care Agency
Care in your own home

• Remain in the comfort of your own home.

• Extensive experience in care for the elderly,
terminally ill patients as well as persons
recovering from strokes, operations or
suffering from dementia.

• All nurses and carers are fully trained, insured
and CRB checked.

For more information or to arrange a home
assessment call Izabela directly on 07849 897 052

CQC Registered Provider 1-341050661

JUBILEE HALL

Available for community groups  
and private hire

The parish of Sonning owns an excellent 
hall complex in Park View Drive, North 
Charvil. It has a number of regular users 
and is also available for ad hoc bookings, is 
able to seat 80 in a theatre style, and has a 
stage area, a well-equipped kitchen and a 
separate annexe.

For further information and for booking 
arrangements please look at the website,  
or call Raj for more details.

www.sonningparish.org.uk
07956 423764

AD HOC USER RATES

£60 – Children’s parties  
(up to age 14) (12pm–6pm)

£250 – Wedding receptions & 
evening parties (6pm–12am)

£300 – Wedding receptions & 
afternoon evening parties

Reguar user rates  
by arrangement

Companionship, exercise and so 
much more. It’s great fun being a 
host for Barking Mad

• all the benefits of dog ownership 
without the emotional or financial 
commitments

• visiting dogs are carefully matched 
to you and your availability

• fully supported fun for everyone

Contact for Val Walls: 
val.walls@barkingmad.uk.com
www.barkingmad.uk.com
0118 969 3115
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edi tor i a l de a dline
The deadline for stories and news 
has been changed to allow time for 
production and delivery to happen 
before the first day of the month of 
publication. This deadline will be as 
close to 10 of the month as possible. 

The Deadline for the December 
edition is: November 10.

Sunday services
  Sunday 4 November
 8.00am — Holy Communion 
 10.00am — Family Service  

with Baptism
 6.00pm — Holy Communion

  Sunday 11 November 
 8.00am — Holy Communion
 10.00am — The Parish Service of 

Remembrance
 6.00pm — Evening Prayer  

(with hymns)

  Sunday 18 November 
 8.00am — Holy Communion
 10.00am — Family Communion
 6.00pm — Choral Evensong

  Sunday 25 November 
 8.00am — Holy Communion
 10.00am — Parish Eucharist  

(Christ the King)  
with Sunday Club

 6.00pm — Evening Prayer  
(with hymns)

  Weekdays 
  Tuesday
 1.30pm — Bible Study led by Jenny 

Sullivan, St Sarik Room
  Wednesday 
 8.00am — Morning Prayer
 10.00am — Holy Communion in 

the St Sarik Room 
(Refreshments served on 
first Wednesday of the 
month)

  Thursday 
 7.45pm — Bible Study led by Bob 

Peters, 26 Old Bath Road, 
Charvil RG10 9QR

  Monthly
  Monday 5 noveMber 
 11.00am — Communion Service at 

Sunrise Senior Living

  Tuesday 6 noveMber 
 6.00pm — Young People’s Bible Study 

Group, led by Bob Peters, 
St Sarik Room

  Tuesday 13 noveMber
 11.00am — Footprints Coffee 

Morning, St Sarik Room

From the registers
Baptisms

Imogen Elsie Aldridge, 21 October
Savannah Willow Gibbs, 21 October

Weddings
Rebecca Holly Anne Oakes & 

Robin Bendrey, 13 October
Neil William Martin &  

Victoria Claire Wood, 26 October

Funerals
Alan Johnston, 10 October 

(Easthampstead Crematorium)

Marriage Blessing
Mr & Mrs Eli Johnson, 6 October

Arrangements for services can be 
made with either the Vicar or Parish 
Administrator
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ALL  
AERIALS
A local Sonning business

— TV / FM / DAB aerials 
supplied and fitted

— Sky dishes installed, 
re-aligned & repaired

— IRS systems for  
communal premises

— extra TV points and 
system setups

FREE ESTIMATES
ALL WORK GUARANTEED
0118 944 0000

 All Aerials is a member of the  
Confederation of Aerial Industries

The Hicks Group

Hicks MOT and 
Service Centre

We offer a complete, well equipped, modern 
workshop for all your vehicle servicing or repair needs

Tel: 0118 944 1808

Hicks Developments Ltd  
Property Developers. Tel: Reading 0118 969 0595

Hicks Joinery Ltd  
Joinery Manufacturers. Wood Finishing 

Tel: Reading 0118 969 0595

WHILE YOU WAIT 

MOT TEST
AND SERVICE CENTRE

15 Headley Road, Woodley RG5 4JB
Open 7.30am - 5.30pm (Weekdays)

	Private &  
 Commercial Vehicle  
 Repairs

	Air Conditioning  
 Service

	Free Courtesy Car 
 (subject to availability)

DAVID SHAILES
PLUMBERS & DECOR ATORS

— full interior decorating
— complete project refurbishment
— bathroom suites, toilets, basins  

& radiators fitted
— repairs to showers, toilets  

& more

We are reliable, clean & efficient

0118 934 5029
0770 860 2442

  

WHITE MARQUEES 
 

 
 All proceeds used for funds of 1st Sonning Scout Group 

Suitable for all events, parties, fetes etc. 
 

We Deliver, Erect, Take Down and Collect! 
Suggested donation of only £175 - Discount for Registered Charities 

 
Tel. Billie 07718 679827 – email : Marquee@sonningscouts.co.uk 

WHITE MARQUEES
Suitable for all events, parties, fetes etc
All proceeds fund the 1st Sonning Scout Group

We deliver, erect, take down and collect

Call Billie on 077 1867 9827, or
email marquee@sonningscouts.co.uk



The Vicar’s letter 5

Vicar’s letter
De a r fr ien ds,
T he Pa r ish M aga zin e –  A  n e w ch a p t er 

Our parish magazine has a long distinguished history of serving the 
ecclesiastical parish of Sonning. Begun in the 1800s, it has been published 
monthly ever since, informing parishioners of church and community 
news, and all past copies are held in an archive at the Reading Blue Coat 
School, providing fascinating insights into the life of the parish. Since those 
early days, the parish has changed immensely, particularly in Charvil, 
which back then was nothing more than a tiny hamlet and which now has 
3,000 inhabitants. The magazine has, over the years, successfully blended 
contributions from the church with news from village organisations, and 
currently it has around 500 subscriptions. 
The PCC recently discussed the magazine, and has decided on a major 
change in order to adapt to new realities within the parish, particularly 
the significant growth in population in Charvil. Because of this, from next 
month onwards, the Parish Magazine will be delivered eleven times a year 
to all 1850 houses within Sonning, Charvil and Sonning Eye, free of charge. 
In addition, it will be given to residents of Sunrise, to schools, and to other 
outlets. There are a small number of subscribers in Woodley who will also 
have the opportunity to continue to receive the magazine, and postal copies 
will be available with a fee payable to cover postage. It will also be online, as 
before. The printing and the delivery of the magazine will be outsourced to 
local firms. The costs will be met by advertising revenue and from a reduction 
in money which the PCC had been giving in ‘parish share’ payments to 
Oxford Diocese. This is effectively the rental income from the Bull which 
the church has always handed over to Oxford Diocese. The PCC decided in 
October that the amount asked for by the Diocese for 2013 (£114,000) was 
totally excessive, and therefore has unilaterally reduced payments, as its 
right, and will use part of this rental income within the parish for outreach 
for St Andrew’s and to enhance community cohesion. We believe that 
universal delivery is an exciting and effective way of achieving both these 
aims.
Under the new editorship of Bob Peters, and with assistance from Gordon 
Nutbrown, with their respective backgrounds in journalism and publishing, 
the intention is to produce a high quality and attractive publication, with 8 
pages in colour and 16 in black and white. As well as the usual contributions, 
we will be looking for new ways to appeal to this much increased circulation, 
and interesting ideas are being discussed. 
We are all most grateful to those who have given of their time in both the 
production and delivery of the magazine, especially to the volunteers who 
have delivered it, and to Keith Nichols, Mary Henson, Pat Livesey, Mark 
Jordan and others who have had special roles. The postal list will still be 
maintained, and some household deliveries will still take place by volunteers 
to those who live in Woodley who wish to carry on receiving their copies.
This is clearly a major change, but one which we believe will safeguard the 
magazine for the future and which will help to bring our three villages 
closer together, in one parish, with St Andrews as the focal point. Do please 
continue to send in your news, pictures and recipes. 

Best wishes,
Jamie



 

The employment business for nurses and healthcare assistants

For over 35 years we have successfully provided nurses  
and carers to clients in their own homes.

Please contact us for a brochure about our nursing services.

(0118) 947 6666
10 Church Street, Caversham, Reading RG4 8DZ

——————— Established 1968   ———————

Sonning Autos

Bodywork, breakdown, 
insurance work, MOTs,  
new tyres, recovery, 
servicing, welding & 
paintwork

  

Sonning Auto’s 
 

MOT, servicing, bodywork 
Welding, recovery, breakdown 

New tyres, paintwork,  
insurance work. 

 
07741096811 

      Andy 

Call Andy on 077 4109 6811

• A local home-based service  
from North Earley / Shepherds Hill

• FREE local collection & delivery
• Bronze, Silver & Gold service levels
• Cytech certified mechanic
• Punctures repaired
• Cables & brake blocks replaced
• New tyres, pedals, chains, bar grips,  

lights, child seats & racks fitted

Caring for your bicycle

Meadvale-Bays
MOBILE BIKE SERVICES

Contact us at:
0118 935 3536
john@meadvale-bays.com
www.meadvale-bays.com

 

 

A school that 
looks to the future
A great education is one that launches you into your future. One that furnishes 
you with excellent results, a rich array of interests, the confidence to set 
ambitious goals – and the skills and drive to achieve them.

To find out how we help prepare our students for the future, please come along to one of our 
open days, held each term. Please contact us for details of the next event – or see our website.

Scholarships We offer a range of scholarships at 11, 13 and Sixth Form  
– everything from Academic to Art, Science to Enterprise.

Leckford Place (from 11 years old)
leckfordplace@doverbroecks.com
01865 302620

D’Overbroeck’s College (Sixth Form)
sixthform@doverbroecks.com
01865 310000

 D’OVERBROECK’S COLLEGE
An independent, coeducational school with entry at 11, 13 and Sixth Form

www.doverbroecks.com
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Parish notices
A celebration of our Patron Saint
There will be a patronal Eucharist at 6.00pm on Sunday 
2nd December to celebrate St Andrew’s Day (transferred 
from November 30). Drinks and refreshments will then 
follow in the Local’s Bar of the Bull Inn. All are welcome.

The Parish Service of Remembrance
Once again, on November 11 at 10.00 am our parish 
community gathers to remember the fallen from our 
villages. The Reading Central Band of the Salvation Army 
will lead a parade through Sonning, setting off from 
outside the Pearson Hall at 10.00am. Please be sure to 
get to church early as it is always very busy. Parking in 
the church car park is reserved strictly for the elderly and 
registered disabled. Children are an integral part of our 
service, and are always welcome at St Andrew’s, but we 
do ask that there is no disruption or noise at 11am from 
the little ones for the two minutes silence. (Memo to 
Annabelle Taylor – JT!)

Harvest Festival 
Warm thanks to all who donated money to the Christian 
Aid Famine Appeal. Over £900 has been raised, along with 
other monies yet to be confirmed from Sonning School. 
Also, very many thanks to the Parish Social Committee 
for hosting another excellent Harvest Supper in the 
Pearson Hall. 

Church Opening Hours
The clocks changed on Sunday 28 October and the church 
opening hours have now been shortened for the winter 
period. It is our aim that the church will be open Monday 
to Saturday from 11am until 3pm. On Sundays, the 
current arrangement is that the church will be open for 
morning and evening services, but closed throughout the 
afternoon.

We have to close on Sunday afternoons because of a 
lack of cover. Can you spare a few hours a month to keep 
our church open on this special day of the week? If so, 
please speak to Mark Jordan on 0118 940 1431

Adapting to growth
Many of you will remember that on 22 July the 
churchwardens presented a number of proposals 
concerning possible changes to the car park and the 
interiors of our Parish Church and the St Sarik Room. 
Parishioners were invited to consider these points and 
send in their responses. Thanks to all of those who did 
so. It will be some time before the PCC discusses the 
proposals and the responses, but the next stage in the 
process is to invite the Diocesan Advisory Committee to 
visit St Andrew’s. The DAC gives advice on how places of 
worship (and their contents) are used and cared for. The 
DAC is well-practised in considering both the preservation 
of our heritage and the need to make changes that would 
benefit today’s church users (and those we would like to 
attract). We will report back when progress is made.

Mark Jordan and Terry Hunt

Parish Coffee Morning
 A relaxed time of fellowship for all. We next meet on 
Tuesday 13 at 11am in the St Sarik Room

All Souls Service: November 4 at 6.30 pm
If you would like to come and remember a loved one who 
has died, and to light a candle as their name is read out, 
please write their name clearly on the list at the back of 
church. Drinks will be served after the service to allow the 
ministry team to meet with the congregation.

Parish Pastoral Visitors
We meet on Wednesday 14 November for Holy 
Communion at 10.00 am, followed by a review meeting, 
looking at issues from the last year.

Living Jesus by John Pritchard, Bishop of Oxford
The St Andrew’s Church Book Club has read about 20 
books to date and the latest one has been voted by all 
members to be the best yet.

It is the sort of book that will be read again and 
again and is described by Archbishop Desmond Tutu as 
‘richly engaging’ and by Mark Russell (Church Army) as 
‘a fantastic book.’ It is fairly short, very readable, full of 
wonderful quotations, and would make a wonderful gift.

For your prayers this month
 — The staff and pupils of the Reading Blue Coat School
 — The PCC, who meet on November 14
 — The Royal British Legion
 — The Queen and Duke of Edinburgh (65th wedding 
anniversary)



8 The Parish Magazine

fe at ur e

Edward Reeve: from 
Sonning to Salisbury 
Cathedral, & beyond
Edward Reeve is currently 17 years old and is in his final year as a Music 
Scholar at Reading Blue Coat School. Under the direction of Graham Ireland, 
who teaches the present St Andrew’s Organ Scholar, Edward has developed a 
fine reputation on both the organ, and on other instruments.

During his time at the school he has regularly played the organ for 
the school services both at St Andrew’s Church in Sonning and at Reading 
Minster, as well as performing solo recitals, including at our Jubilee Prom 
and the Friend’s concerts. Many of his lessons have taken place in  
St Andrew’s on our historic organ. 

Having submitted his application during the summer holidays, 
Edward was shortlisted and invited to the Universities of Cambridge and 
Oxford for the Organ Trials in early September. Lasting for six days, this 
week involved organ playing auditions, academic interviews, written 
entrance papers and tests in such skills as conducting, transposition, 
improvisation, hymn-playing, choral directing, sight-reading, 
harmonisation and score-reading, both at Cambridge and then in Oxford. 

At the end of the week, Edward was awarded the Organ Scholarship 
at Queens’ College, Cambridge, which was his first choice college. Edward 
was given a conditional offer to read music, beginning in 2014.

Before beginning at Cambridge, grades permitting, Edward will be 
taking a gap year to further develop his musical experience. After a day 
of auditions, Edward was awarded the Organ Scholarship at Salisbury 
Cathedral, which is also available to post-graduate students. Edward is 
much looking forward to beginning at Salisbury in September 2013, a 
cathedral with ancient links to Sonning, the Dean having once fulfilled 
the role of Rector and Visitor to St Andrew’s. 

In addition to the organ, Edward plays the piano, ‘cello, harpsichord 
and sings. He is giving an evening piano and organ recital at Reading Blue 
Coat School on Thursday 15 November at 7.00 pm, to which all are warmly 
welcomed. The concert will take place in the Buttery and admission is free. 

The parish wishes him well, and hopes to invite him back from time 
to time to entertain us once again on our dear old organ, even though it 
might be rather a come down from Salisbury’s fine instrument!
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Deanery 
Prayer Cycle
The Deanery Prayer Cycle, which 
was in operation within the 
Deanery some years ago, is being 
re-established. It is hoped that in 
praying regularly for the special 
needs of our parishes we shall be 
drawn into closer fellowship across 
the Deanery.

The Prayer Cycle will have two 
parts. Firstly, we shall pray each 
month for our Deanery Synod or for 
the clergy and people in a particular 
parish. In November prayers are 
asked for our Deanery Synod. 

Secondly prayer requests from 
any parish in the Deanery will be 
included; these requests could be 
for new initiatives of mission or 
evangelism, courses taking place, 
particular groups etc. 

If you would like to receive the 
prayer list every month contact Hazel 
Berry on sonningdeaneryprojects@
googlemail.com. The list can also 
be found on the deanery website 
webjam.com/sonningdeanery and 
we plan to include the list in this 
magazine.

Pearson Hall 
Christmas Supper
Pearson Hall Social Committee is 
delighted to bring you our Christmas 
Supper on Saturday 8th December, 
at 7.00 for 7.00 pm in the Pearson 
Hall. 

The multi-course meal will be 
accompanied by our own designer 
decorations, your enthusiastic 
carol singing, an exciting raffle, 
and a pay bar.The box office for this 
popular event opens on Monday 5th 
November. Please call Judy Baldwin 
on 969 2329 for tickets, price £15 per 
person. 

Bucking  
the trend
Famously, the broadcasting of the 
Forsyte Saga between 1967 and 
1969 is said to have led Anglican 
churches to reschedule Evensong 
services, such was the dramatic fall 
in attendance when the programme 
was shown at 7.25 pm on a Sunday. 
Interestingly, pubs apparently 
suffered a similar reduction in 
patronage but that is rarely 
mentioned! 

This was perhaps the first instance 
of ‘event television’. It was perhaps 
also the first time that modern life 
had dramatically impinged upon the 
practice of the Church of England. 

In 1994, the Sunday Trading Act 
came into force. There are no official 
statistics to suggest that many more 
shops opening on a Sunday had 
an immediate effect upon Church 
attendance. However, anecdotal 
accounts tell of one church practice 
which was very definitely changed: 
almost overnight the numbers of 
children attending Sunday School 
appear to have plummeted. Before 
Sunday trading, many parents would 
send their kids off to Sunday School, 
often without attending church 
themselves. It afforded mums and 
dads a lie in, perhaps, or some peace 
and quiet whilst they knew their 
children were enjoying games, songs 
and some spiritual education in a safe 
and free environment. After Sunday 
trading, the family might spend the 
morning together but it would be at 
the local supermarket or DIY store. 
As the stigma of work on the Sabbath 
fell away, shopping was not the only 
activity that prevented the young 
coming to Sunday School. Sports 
clubs for kids became commonplace 
on Sunday mornings and as children’s 
busy diaries filled up with more and 
more extra-curricular activities, 
Sundays became a necessary space for 
drama clubs, music practice and even 
academic tuition. The long tradition 
of Sunday School failed to compete.

I am very happy to say that this 
trend appears to be being bucked 
at St Andrew’s. Maybe the simple 
joy of songs, play and familiar bible 
stories is once again gaining value in 
the minds of parents. The stresses of 
modern life affect even the youngest 
of children nowadays but Sunday 
Club (a necessary change in title 
to better describe its format) at St 
Andrew’s offers 45 minutes of fun 
and gentle spirituality in a safe and 
loving environment. No uniform is 
required, no subs are asked for, no 
assessments are made. We are blessed 
by two superb and committed leaders 
in Heather and Emma. Sometimes 
it is gloriously chaotic with noisy 
play and song; sometimes you can 
hear a pin drop as the children listen 
enthralled to the tales of our faith so 
familiar to us in our youth. 

I don’t think it is nostalgia for 
a more simple life that is helping 
attendance to rise. Rather, parents 
seem to be placing a higher value 
on finding space for the spiritual in 
the enormously full lives of them 
and their children. The Church 
is always going to struggle to 
compete with rugby, football, stately 
homes and adventure parks on a 
Sunday morning – part of my job 
in the coming years is to facilitate 
alternative holy spaces in the 
week, working with the calls upon 
a family’s time not against them. 
But it is heartening and a cause for 
thanksgiving that more parents are 
seeking Church life to be part of 
their children’s lives, even on that 
inconvenient Sunday morning.
Alison Waters 
Pioneer Minister

Littlewick Green Walk
Saturday 17 November Meet 10.15am 
Littlewick Green, GR840802, [turning 
nearest Maidenhead] Walk via 
Knowle Hill 4½miles. 
Contact: Jean Milbourn 926 8035 or 
07982 0483
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Reading 
Samaritans
— Tanya Kynaston, Deputy Director, 
Volunteer Recruitment

This year, Reading Samaritans is 
celebrating its 50th birthday. We’re 
proud to be able to say that we’ve 
been there for many thousands 
of people who were distressed or 
suicidal. Volunteers are essential to 
our work. 

We’re always looking to increase 
our numbers because, sadly, the need 
for our service will always be there 
and we want to be available to help 
as many people as possible. If you’re 
interested in joining us, you can 
find out more on our website www.
samaritans.org or by ringing 08705 
627282. We hold an Information 
Evening each month, when people 
visit the branch to find out what we 
do and whether they would like to be 
involved in it. 

Perhaps because of the 
confidential nature of our work, 
people often make assumptions 
about what we do and the type of 
volunteer that we want. They may 
feel that the work will be endlessly 
depressing, that they are too old/
young, that they must be able to solve 
everyone’s problems, or maybe that 
they cannot be a Samaritan because 
they have had problems themselves 
in the paSt I myself spent many years 
thinking about volunteering before 
I actually did it; I admired the work 
of Samaritans so much that I felt 
that I could never be someone who 
would meet the standards. To anyone 
who has ever considered becoming 
a Samaritan but been stopped by 
the thought, ‘but what about…’, I 
would really encourage you to come 
to an Information Evening to find 
out more. Although the work can be 
challenging, it is more rewarding 
than anything else I have ever done 
or could imagine doing. I prepared 
myself to be depressed by it but I 
actually find it incredibly uplifting 

to be able to help people in such a 
fundamental way – to be there for 
someone who believed that they had 
no one. 

Our founder said that Samaritans 
are ‘ordinary people doing 
extraordinary things’ and I would 
add that we also have extraordinary 
training. The most important 
attributes in a Samaritan are the 
desire to make a difference to people 
and the ability to be non-judgmental. 
The training teaches all the other key 
skills. 

The average Samaritan will spend 
3–4 hours a week supporting callers. 
We’re open almost all the time 
(nights, too!) and volunteers select 
their own shifts so it’s not difficult 
to fit around your normal life, even 
if you work irregular hours or have 
other responsibilities. 



Community news 11

Jubilee 
Clock 
unveiled
Trustees, donors and hall users were 
joined by the Rt. Hon. Theresa May 
MP on Friday 19 October for the 
unveiling of the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee Clock at the Pearson Hall. 

After a few words from the vicar on 
behalf of the trustees, the Home 
Secretary pulled a cord and a large 
Union flag fell from the impressive 
clock face. Theresa then thanked 
those who had donated funds to 
enable this permanent tribute to take 
its place within the village.

Can you be 
a HOST?
London 2012 brought talented 
people to Britain. But did you know 
this happens every year? Thousands 
of bright young men and women 
come to study at our universities.

Sadly, most have no contact with 
British people outside the campus. 
Some miss their families; many are 
curious about the real life of Britain. 
That’s why HOST arranges for them 
to spend a day, weekend or three days 
at Christmas as guests in hospitable 
homes.

This is a great opportunity to 
get to know someone from another 
country and help them feel welcome. 
As a volunteer host, you could enjoy 
introducing a student of your choice 
to your way of life and perhaps to 
their very first Christmas. Please call 
the Regional organiser Paul Ryall 
on 01692 630710 or see www.hostuk.
org or call Carole Arrowsmith 
0118 969 8563 a Sonning Hoster for 
many years.

Charvil Senior 
Residents
For those of you who often wonder 
if it would be a pleasure to get out 
of the house for a gentle two hours 
of company including afternoon tea 
with an atmosphere like that of a 
friend’s living-room, please consider 
Charvil Senior Residents Club. 

We meet every other Tuesday from 2 
to 4pm in the Jubilee Hall, Park View 
Drive North, Charvil RG10 9QY. 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday,  
6 November; no need to feel 
awkward, we want to put you at your 
ease & make you feel welcome, so just 
may be we will see you then? You will 
find adequate parking and then level 
access into the hall.

If you have no transport and/
or mobility problems please contact 
us as in most cases transport can be 
arranged.

On Sunday 2 December from 
10am to 5pm the club will be joining 
the Charvil Art Group’s anniversary 
celebration in Charvil Village Hall. 
We will be selling soft toys, jewellery, 
edibles & other good quality items. 

For more information contact 
Julie on 01189 345059 or Kay on 
01189 342057

Scarecrow 
benefits update
The 2012 Sonning Scarecrow 
weekend has started to benefit many 
organisations within the village. 

Donations have been made to: 
Sonning Scouts for camping 
equipment, Sonning Guides to help 
fund members on a trip to Iceland, 
Sonning Handbells to refurbish the 
bells, the Sonning Club for necessary 
work and the junior football teams 
(boys and girls) who play on King 
George’s Field. 

Money has also been used for 
the new Jubilee clock, resplendent 
outside Pearson Hall and the Parish 
Council has received money towards 
the lights for Sonning Bridge. 

We hope that you will agree that 
the distribution covers a variety 
of aspects of life within Sonning – 
once again THANK YOU for all your 
efforts! 

Worzel
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Members of The Charvil Art 
Group are celebrating their 40th 
Anniversary this year and will be 
holding their eagerly anticipated 
annual art exhibition on Sunday 
December 2nd, from 10am to 5am at 
Charvil Village Hall, Park Lane. 

This is going to be an extra special 
event, showcasing the exceptional 
talent of the Charvil artists and other 
local arts and crafts societies. 

The Exhibition will include a 
colourful mix of styles, displaying 
portraits, landscapes, animals and 
abstracts in a variety of different 
mediums from watercolour, acrylics, 
pencil and printing techniques. Most 
are available to buy at affordable 
prices, making it an excellent 
opportunity to pick up something 
truly unique for those loved ones this 
Christmas. 

During the Exhibition, members 
of the public will be asked to come 
along and vote for their favourite 
picture. All are welcome and entrance 
is free.

For those of you with a desire to 
paint or draw, who want to find out 
more, we meet every Wednesday from 
7.00 to 9.00PM between September 
and June at The Jubilee Hall. We 
provide weekly meetings which 
include the more formal tutorials, 
demonstrations and workshops along 

with very informal own choice and 
themed meetings.

For more information please pop 
in any Wednesday or call Margaret 
(01344 86 8283) or Ken (0118 996 
0274). Alternatively, visit our website 
www.charvilartgroup.co.uk. All 
abilities are very welcome into this 
relaxing, friendly and stimulating 
group. 

Sonning School 
Christmas Fayre
Sonning School PTA warmly invites 
you to our Christmas Fayre on 
Saturday 1st December, 11.30am-
2.30pm, at Sonning CE Primary 
School, Liguge Way. 

Come and browse a wide variety of 
stalls selling Christmas presents 
and cards, try your luck at winning 
some great prizes (including a top 
cash prize of £100) in our raffle and 
let the children enjoy the tombolas 
and games. Father Christmas will be 
in his grotto to meet the little ones 
and there will be delicious homemade 
soup, mulled wine and homemade 
cakes on sale too!

Gold awards for 
children in care
All Borough Councillors take on the 
mantle of ‘corporate parents’. 

It is the legal duty of the council to 
ensure that every child and young 
person in its care does not miss out 
and are provided with opportunities 
so that they can reach their full 
potential as every parent would wish 
for their child. Corporate parents are 
tasked to ensure this happens.

In Wokingham a number of 
young people fall into this situation 
and each has a story to tell. Some 
live with foster parents, some 
with relatives, some in supported 
accommodation on their own or 
with others. Not all live within the 
confines of the Borough and some are 
at university or college elsewhere.

Each year an event is held for 
them and their carers where their 
successes are recognised. This year 
the children, through the auspices of 
the Children in Care Council, chose 
to hold it at Waingels School.

It was one of most moving events 
I have been privileged to attend. 
The awards were presented by Anna 
Watkins (Olympic Gold Medal 
Rowing 2012) – an inspiration in 
herself. The young people came up 
one by one, their achievements were 
detailed and Anna gave them an 
award. The smiles on their faces were 
worth seeing. One challenged child 
read a story he had written, another 
sang, her song would have graced 
X Factor, and another read one of 
my favourite poems (If – Rudyard 
Kipling) and the event closed with 
many of the children and a few carers 
taking part in a Senegalese mass 
drumming session. 

Please contact me if you have 
anything you to discuss or feel that I 
may be able to assist with, or maybe 
even just for a chat to present your 
views about local problems, while I 
cannot promise answers, I will listen.

Mike Haines, Councillor, 
Sonning and Warren Ward.   
mhaines.home@googlemail.com       
07814 794014

Charvil Art Group 
celebrates 40 years
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Sonning & 
Sonning Eye 
Society
We are pleased to report that our 
last event, around Maiden Erlegh 
Lake, was very successful and made 
the most of the autumn sunshine. 

Our AGM will bring 2012 to a close 
but we are already making plans 
for next year. Some are still in the 
pipeline but arrangements for one 
major event are now complete. 
A special outing – to Fawley Hill 
Museum and Railway near Henley 
on Sunday 16 June – is now open for 
bookings.

Group visits are by invitation 
only so we are privileged to have an 
opportunity to explore this private 
estate, with its exotic animals and 
working steam train. Bring a picnic 
and enjoy a great family day out. It 
might seem a long time away but 
make a note in your Diary now, 
phone Penny Feathers on 0118 934 
3193 to reserve a place, or send a 
cheque to 74 Old Bath Road Charvil 
RG10 9QL. 

Fawley Hill Park will be open 
from 11 am to 5 pm. Tickets cost £15 – 
children under 10 go free.

Our AGM in the Pearson Hall on 
Saturday 24 November will start at 
7.15 prompt. As usual an excellent 
three-course supper will be provided 
by our Social Committee. There will 
be a free welcoming drink, followed 
by a ‘pay bar’ and Nick Siney, our 
Guest Speaker, will entertain us with 
a talk on ‘Local Historical Buildings 
Past and Present’. 

The eagerly awaited book ‘Village 
Voices’ will be available soon. For 
more information on all our activities 
see our newly up-dated website at 
sonning.org.uk  
Pauline Simmonds

Never a dull 
moment!
October is always an extremely 
busy month for Sonning Glebe WI. 
The beginning of the month was 
the Harvest Supper enjoyed by 
many members and their partners. 
Melon, beef & ale pie and chocolate 
roulade was the menu. The hall was 
beautifully decorated by Catherine 
Penny and we were entertained by 
the ‘magic’ of Simon Williams – all in 
all a most pleasant evening. 

The following Friday 36 members 
and friends went to the Jack o’ 
Newbury for an energetic game of 
skittles – with supper, of course. 

Finally at our monthly meeting 
we celebrated our 48th birthday with 
the hilarious ‘doodles’ of Beryl Maile 
accompanied by pizza, salad and 
birthday cake and a small group of 
us found time to refresh our whist 
playing skills.

Will November be any quieter? 
– I doubt it! We are out for a meal 
on October 23, walking followed by 
lunch, play reading, scrabbling and 
knitting and nattering. Never a dull 
moment! If you think you can stand 
the pace why not come along, you’d 
be made very welcome – we meet 
on the third Monday in the month 
– 7.30pm at Pearson Hall or contact 
9694897 / 9345886.

Charvil Village 
Society
Our winter programme began with  
quiz night in the Village Hall. Some 
13 teams took part competing for the 
Charvil Challenge Cup. Questions 
by David Rowntree and Roger Burns 
included music, pot luck, geography 
and current affairs. The winners were 
‘Not Elgar’ led by Sandra Morten 
and each received a bottle of wine. 
Second place was tied between ‘The 
Mongrels’ and ‘Post Olympic Pat’ 
with a score of 80. The separate round 
on well-known, or not so well-known 
logos, was also won by ‘Not Elgar’ 
who were in terrific form. The best 
team name was won by Duncan & Co 
with ‘Proud to be Plebs’ who received 
chocolates. Congratulations to the 
winners and all those who took part 
in the evening. 

A Barn Dance with supper in 
the Village Hall on 24 November 
is the next event. With live music 
and David Tindall doing the calling 
the evening promises to be a great 
success. Tickets £8 for members 
£10 for visitors from Margaret 
Gregory on 0118 934 5419 A walk 
through practice is given to make 
sure we all have some idea what to 
do! I look forward to hearing from 
you.                   Margaret Gregory
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The Sonning 
Club
Pétanque has been put to bed for 
the year, although the pistes can be 
played Sunday lunchtimes. 

The indoor sports are thriving. Come 
and practice darts, billiards, snooker, 
pool, bar billiards or shove-halfpenny 
ready for the Winter Tournaments 
starting early January. Bingo will be 
on the first Friday of the month, all 
entry money is returned as prizes and 
the ‘Flyer’ can be worth a tidy sum!

Our very popular QUIZ is back on 
its regular Friday night. In November 
it’s the 16th. We plan to have 
questions to suit everyone. Make 
up a team and take on our resident 
‘Eggheads’ and win yourselves 
prizes of a magnitude that’s almost 
unbelievable! (Yes, it’s the usual 
bottles of wine but it’s the prestige 
that counts). ‘Stand-up Bingo’ may 
well happen, absolutely no knowledge 
needed for this.

Our Christmas Dinner and Dance 
is on Saturday 15 December. Pearson 
Hall will be festively attired, there 
will be traditional fare and you can 
dance your way towards midnight 
with a live band. Ladies, buy your 
new dress now, gentlemen, check the 
condition of your ‘tux’ and one of you 
pop into the club to buy your tickets. 
Tickets prices are again just £25 per 
person. This is our way of thanking 
members for their support over the 
year so profit is not the motive. We 
want to see the hall filled so please 
invite your friends as well. We look 
forward to a great evening!

Fun, sun and 
a bird run
It was a sunny afternoon for 
this year’s Sonning Village Show 
at Sonning School when Sadie, 
from Feathers and Fur, presented 
informative flying demonstrations 
with her hawks and owls. 

It was a great experience to be able 
to handle the birds and learn more 
about them. Children lying in a row 
enjoyed the unique thrill of having a 
European eagle owl fly low over them. 

It was good to welcome back the 
tug of war and with the Fire Brigade 
unable to defend their title the 
Sonning Club and the Church fought 
it out with the Church winning. 

Many people took part in the 
popular Peg’s Balloon Challenge and 
got a bit wet, much to the amusement 

of the onlookers. The winners were 
Nicola and Freddie Bruce.

A variety of organisations ran 
stalls. There were some interesting 
exhibits for us to see. We were most 
fortunate that Theresa May was able 
to present the prizes. In particular, 
Lynda Flawn won all three awards 
in the vegetable category and 
Barbara McGregor four of the flower 
arranging awards. Aulin Barton 
Brown won the children’s White Hart 
Cup and Grace Carr was the winner of 
the Infants category. The afternoon 
was rounded off with Malcolm 
Stansfield conducting the auction 
of produce in his usual entertaining 
way.

A big thank you to all those who 
helped our small committee to run 
the Show, we couldn’t have done it 
without you. The winner of this year’s 
quiz was Alan Waters and if anyone 
would like a copy of the answers, 
please phone me, Heather Hine, on 
9698653.
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Fireworks, music 
and words
Reading Blue Coat School is a hive 
of activity again this month, going 
off with a literal bang at the always 
popular FaMily FireWorks on 
Thursday, 8th November. 

The gates will open at 6 pm, with 
the fireworks at 7. Parking will be 
in Sonning Field from 6pm. Hot 
food and beverages will be available. 
Tickets from RBCS reception on 0118 
944 1005, £7 in advance and £8 on the 
gate. No charge for under 5s. Please 
note that personal fireworks will not 
be permitted. 

Blue Coat’s Musicians and 
public speakers have a number 
of events in November, including a 
1 pm lunchTiMe reciTal on Friday 
9, featuring Blue Coat’s new music 
scholars; a piano reciTal at 7 pm 
on Thursday 15, by virtuoso Year 13 
pupil Edward Reeve; a lunchTiMe 
reciTal by Angus Trott and Marcus 
Corbin on trumpet and trombone 
on Wednesday 28; and an evening of 
eloquent and witty chrisTMas Fun, 
featuring the school’s junior public 
speakers at their annual Christmas 
Cracker on Thursday 29 at 6pm. All 
welcome in the Buttery, entrance 
free. Contact Marjie Thorne on 
0118 933 5828 for more information.

Prelude to Christmas
By the Reading Central Salvation 
Army Band, by kind permission of 
The Commanding Officer.

A concert of music and carols, 
Wednesday, 28 November 2012 
at 7.45 pm at Waingels College, 
Waingels Road, Woodley, RG5 4RF. 
Proceeds to the Macmillan Day 
Care Centre, Wokingham and local 
Rotary Charities. Tickets £6.00 to 
include coffee and mince pies. Tickets 
available from Sonia and Martin 
Boyles, 28 Rothwell Gardens, 
Woodley, Reading RG5 4TJ  
Tel. (0118) 969 2428.  
Email: martinsonia@clara.co.uk

Monumental and Masonry Craftsmen
Specialists in all stone work and restoration,  
memorial work and garden materials

AF JONES
33 Bedford Road, Reading

0118 957 3537
Est 1858

ET SHEPPARD
36 Reading Road,  
Henley-on-Thames

0149 157 4644
Est 1906

  
 

 

Established since 1969
All work guaranteed. No job too small

For a free estimate, call us on 0118 940 6888
or visit out website www.woodleydecor.co.uk

Milley Lane, Hare Hatch, Reading RG10 9TH
enquiries@woodleydecor.co.uk

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 



 

 PIL ATES
Get a leaner, fitter body

 ‘Far superior to pilates  
classes I’d attended before’

— daytime and evening classes in 
Earley, Reading

— also available for one-to-one or 
small group

— fully insured and REPS registered 
and member of the Fitness  
Industry Association

Contact Veena Chadda:
079 8559 1588 or 0118 966 0380

veena@cheddas.co.uk 
www.pilates-reading.co.uk

  

          

 
MILES & DAUGHTERS 

 
Independent Funeral Directors 

 
Your local family owned and run complete funeral 

service 
 

Adam Miles FRSA DipFD MBIFD 

 
Serving Twyford, Maidenhead 
 and all surrounding villages 

 
Free, no obligation home visits, advice and assistance. 

 
“Our Family Serving Your  Family” 

 

Male & Female funeral directors,  
available to help and assist you at all times 

 
Please feel free to contact us or visit our homely  

and discreet premises at any time. 
 
 

The Old Clock House, Station Road, TWYFORD 
 

0118 934 5474 
 

Day & Night Service 

MILES & DAUGHTERS
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Your local family owned and run  
complete funeral service

Adam Miles FRSA DIPFD MBIFD

Serving Twyford, Maidenhead  
and all surrounding villages

Free, no obligation home visits,  
advice and assistance

 ‘Our family serving your family’

Male & female funeral directors,  
available to help and assist you at all time

Please feel free to contact us or visit our 
homely and discreet premises at any time

The Old Clock House, Station Road, TWYFORD
Day & night service

0118 934 5474

TOMALIN  
& SON
FUNER AL DIREC TORS

A family-run independent 
funeral service for the  
Sonning area

Anderson House,  
38 Reading Road,  
Henley-on-Thames
0149 157 3370

 

GOLDEN CHARTER
pre-paid funeral plan

bespoke 
service &
great value 
packages
telephone 07775 319010
sally.miles@btinternet.com

www.sallymiles.com

Sally Miles
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Reservations on 0118 934 9094 
The Shurlock Inn, The Street, Shurlock Row, Berkshire, RG10 0PS 

info@shurlockinn.com         www.shurlockinn.com 

Christmas Bookings Now Being Taken... 

Join us for some fiendish fun this Halloween... 

Thursday night is Steak and Quiz Night... 

Saturday 27th October is Halloween at Shurlocks and 
we would like to invite all of you budding ghosts and 
ghouls (large and small) to join us for some spooky 
fun.  There will be a special Halloween Menu bubbling 
in our cauldron, some ghostly games and prizes for 
the most scarily dressed! 

Our Festive Menu is now available to view online 
and we are now taking bookings for both 
Christmas parties and Christmas Day itself.   

Book your party now to avoid disappointment! 

Steak and chips, served with your choice of peppercorn, 
mushroom, red wine or béarnaise sauce at £15.00 

Fortnightly quiz in the bar from 9.30pm.  Teams of four, 
£3.00 per person entry, share of cash prize and beer 
round prize.  Next dates are the 11th and 25th October 
and 8th and 22nd November. 

New Autumn Menu Starts 1st October! 

Claire Howells

Sew Sew
Blinds, bridal wear,  
costumes, curtains  
and sew on…

0118 934 5372
077 7848 8975
twyfordhowells@aol.com

 

 

I .S.  CURTAINS  
GALORE

Transform your home 
with handmade  
curtains, blinds, wall  
& floor coverings,  
soft furnishings,  
and fabrics

077 1052 8274 or  
0118 958 1013
www.innersanctuary.co.uk

The Street, Shurlock Row, Berkshire, RG10 0PS  
info@shurlockinn.com         www.shurlockinn.com 

Reservations  Recommended  

0118 934 9094 

Christmas Menu and Party Fayre  
Available lunchtime and evening our three course Christmas menu 
features a choice of  five festive starters, main courses and desserts.  

Ideal for an intimate gathering of family or friends or a full blown 
office  get together, book your party now!            

Two Courses £19.95 or Three Courses £24.95 

 

Christmas Day 
Have a drink by the fire and then sit down to a sumptuous Christmas 

Lunch freshly prepared  for you by our chefs.   Our Christmas Day 
menu includes a glass of mulled wine on arrival, a choice of four 
starters, main courses and desserts, a refreshing sorbet and tea or 
coffee with home-made chocolates and mince pies.  No cooking or 

washing up, just a relaxing, stress free Christmas Day! 

Adults £59.95 Children £39.95 

 

Boxing Day 
Meet your family and friends for our special Christmas Roast Menu. 

Served all day until 8pm book now to be sure of a table! 

 

New Year’s Eve  
See in 2013 and party into the early hours at Shurlock’s!  See our 

website for hot off the press details of our New Year’s Eve party. 

 

Further details at www.shurlockinn.com  

The Street, Shurlock Row, Berkshire, RG10 0PS  
info@shurlockinn.com         www.shurlockinn.com 

Reservations  Recommended  

0118 934 9094 

Christmas Menu and Party Fayre  
Available lunchtime and evening our three course Christmas menu 
features a choice of  five festive starters, main courses and desserts.  

Ideal for an intimate gathering of family or friends or a full blown 
office  get together, book your party now!            

Two Courses £19.95 or Three Courses £24.95 

 

Christmas Day 
Have a drink by the fire and then sit down to a sumptuous Christmas 

Lunch freshly prepared  for you by our chefs.   Our Christmas Day 
menu includes a glass of mulled wine on arrival, a choice of four 
starters, main courses and desserts, a refreshing sorbet and tea or 
coffee with home-made chocolates and mince pies.  No cooking or 

washing up, just a relaxing, stress free Christmas Day! 

Adults £59.95 Children £39.95 

 

Boxing Day 
Meet your family and friends for our special Christmas Roast Menu. 

Served all day until 8pm book now to be sure of a table! 

 

New Year’s Eve  
See in 2013 and party into the early hours at Shurlock’s!  See our 

website for hot off the press details of our New Year’s Eve party. 

 

Further details at www.shurlockinn.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Bull Inn | Sonning on Thames | Berkshire | RG4 6UP 
Email: bullinn@fullers.co.uk | Telephone: 01189 693901 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dennis & Christine 
Mason look forward to 
welcoming you to…  
 

The Bull Inn 
 

Great food, award-
winning cask ale and 

service with smile, 
always. 

 
 

Seven stylish 
bedrooms 

   
Present this advert and 
receive a complimentary 
homemade chocolate 
brownie 
 
www.bullinnsonning.co.uk  

Dennis & Christine 
Mason look forward  
to welcoming you to…

The Bull Inn
Great food, award-
winning cask ale and 
service with a smile

Seven stylish 
bedrooms

Present this advert and 
receive a complimentary 
homemade chocolate 
brownie

The Bull Inn, Sonning-on-Thames, Berkshire RG4 6UP
0118 969 3901 / bullinn@fullers.co.uk / www.bullinnsonning.co.uk
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 Brittany
holiday rental

— four bedroom Longère barn 
— sleeps nine, plus a cot
— large garden 
— quiet, countryside location 
— Carnac coast a 40 min. drive

For further information, phone 
Carole Brooks on 0118 9343 180 
www.lanndouar.com

 

 

 
 

For all your plumbing and gas instillation needs.
Same day and emergency services. Gas registered.

We promise to:
• call back quickly
• give a fair quote
• give excellent service
• treat you as a lifetime customer

Telephone Peter on 078 6332 8238

Workingham 0118 978 4040 
Henley-on-Thames 0149 141 3434

 
  

An independent family funeral directors and monumental 
masons. Proudly serving the area through five generations.

• 24 hour assistance
• modern and traditional options
• competitive and transparent costs
• a full in-house monumental masonry service
• funeral flowers by telephone and online
• client parking available

Reading 0118 957 3650 
Bracknell 0134 430 3707 

Annaa du Puget 

 PHOTOGRAPHY 

 
 * Portraits * Events 
 * Maternity & Baby 
 * Funerals 
 0118 9581013 
 07710 528274 
   www.clikpic.com/ANNADUPUGET 

 
 
 

Annaa du Puget

Photography

Portraits, events,  
maternity & baby, funerals.
0118 958 1013 / 077 1052 8274
www.clikpic.com/annadupuget

 
JANETTE HAMMOND    
BEAUTY        THERAPY 

 
• Waxing  
• Manicures & Pedicures 
• Facials 
• Make-up    
• Lash & Brow Tinting  
• Perfume making   
• Massage 
 
28 Hil ltop Road, Earley,  
Reading.   RG6 1DA 
Telephone:  0118  926  2365 

 

JANE T TE HAMMOND
BEAUT Y THER APY

•  Waxing
•  Manicures & pedicures
•  Facials
•  Make-up
•  Lash & brow tinting
•  Perfume making
•  Massage

28 Hilltop Road, Earley,  
Reading RG6 1DA

0118 926 2365

CANON TREE CARE
EXPERIENCED, QUALIFIED, INSURED

• pruning, felling & planting • reductions & thinning  
• dead wooding • dangerous trees saved & made safe  
• modern noninvasive cable bracing • stump grinding
• tree problem diagnosis • Japanese ornamental

MON–FRI 8.45–5.30: OFFICE 0845 034 0962
OUT OF OFFICE HOURS: MOBILE 077 931 5661

Call Julian Clarke of Canon Tree Care, 
a locally trusted name for all your arboricultural needs
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Recipe of the month
Carrot Cake – or it could  
be a Courgette Cake!
By Rachael Richards, Manager of  
the Tea Gardens at Sonning Lock

you w ill need
 — —5oz grated carrot or courgette
 — 6oz caster sugar 
 — 150ml vegetable/sunflower oil
 — 3 eggs 
 — 3oz raisins 
 — 1 teaspoon of bicarb 1teaspoon 
cinnamon

 — Half teaspoon nutmeg
 — Zest of one orange
 — 6oz self raising flour. 
 — Topping
 — 2oz cream cheese
 — 6oz icing sugar (sifted)
 — 1oz butter
 — 2 tablespoons of the orange juice

You will need an 8 inch, loose bottom 
baking tin. 

met hod
Pre-heat the oven to 180. I am from 
the school of bung it in a bowl and 
don’t muck about with it. You do need 
to weigh it out correctly though!

Put everything except the flour 
into a bowl and beat well. Bubbles 
should appear on the surface.

Gently fold in the flour.
It is a wet mix don’t worry too 

much.
Pour into the tin and place on a 

baking tray to stop any leaks.
Into the oven for 45 mins.
DO NOT open the oven before 

then or your cake will sink in the 
middle!

Test the cake with a skewer, it 
might need a further 10–15 mins.

Cool in the tin.
Meanwhile mix all of the topping 

ingredients together, it should be 
smooth. If runny add some more icing 
sugar.

When cool, spread the topping and 
sprinkle with cinnamon.

Eat, YUM!
 Please send us your favourite recipe  

for our next edition.

The brighter side…

t he t r a ffic 
wa r den ’s  funer a l
 As the coffin was being lowered 
into the ground at a Traffic Warden’s 
funeral a voice from inside screamed: 
‘I’m not dead, I just passed out for a 
moment! Let me out!!!’

The Vicar smiled, and leaned 
forward, sucking his teeth. He 
muttered: ‘Too late, the paperwork’s 
already done’

 ‘It’s funny the way you always decide to 
get down and pray whenever the vicar 
scans the congregation for volunteers’

Approaching Christmas 
— Jane Williams, Lion, £9.99

This beautiful and thoughtful 
companion to the season of Advent 
and Christmas encourages readers 
to explore the true meaning of the 
festive season through a combination 
of reflections, quotations and classic 
images. The chapters focus on objects 
and activities we all associate with 
Christmas – such as making lists, 
decorations, gifts, Christmas trees, 

music, food and family – as well as 
special days such as Christmas Eve 
and Epiphany. In each section, the 
author brings together personal 
experience, Christmas traditions, 
spiritual reflection and quotations 
from scripture and other writings 
through the ages. The result is 
an imaginative and stimulating 
exploration of the riches of this 
season – illustrated throughout 
with colour reproductions of classic 
Christmas-themed paintings.

Book review: a guide to Advent



Our local team of friendly, reliable carers 
specialise in assisting people who may 
need a helping hand with day-to-day 
tasks in their own home. 

From as little as one hour a day to 24 hours, 
seven days a week, your choice of care  
is available as and when you need it.

Right at Home provides professional 
personal care when you or a loved  
one needs it most.

Right at Home are part  
of my extended family.‘‘ ’’

Each Right at Home office is independently owned and operated. Registered with the Care Quality Commission.

To find out how we can care for you or your family  

Call 0118 327 6961 
or visit rightathomeUK.com

Our services include: 

•  Companionship
•  Transportation and errands
•  Meal preparation
•  Light housekeeping
•   Help with washing, dressing  

and personal care
•  Medication reminders
•  Post-operative support
•  Holiday and respite cover
•  Specialist dementia care

And much more…

28560 RAH Reading A5 Flyer.indd   2 03/01/2012   14:08

Quality care and 
companionship  
in the comfort of  
your own home

To find out how we can care for you or your family  
Call 0118 327 6961 or visit rightathomeUK.com

28560 RAH Reading A5 Flyer.indd   1 03/01/2012   14:08

Local organisations 

Please check details and report out of 
date names and numbers 

St Andrew’s: Sunday Club 
Heather Hexter 946 1316 

St Andrew’s: Tower Captain 
Rob Needham 9267724 

The Friends of St Andrew’s 
Hillary Rennie 9696363 

Jubilee Hall (Charvil) 
Raj (Bookings) 07956 423764 

Charvil Art Club 
Joyce Wray 969 8098 

Charvil Branch Conservatives 
Emma Hobbs 934 0528 

Charvil Brownies 
Tawny Owl: Claire Howells 934 5372 

Charvil Caterpillar Club 
Bridget Mundy 934 4253 

Charvil Girls Choir 
Suzanne Newman 934 0589 

Charvil Guides 
Ruth Hulley 969 9431 

Charvil Parish Council 
Miranda Parker 901 7719 

Charvil Pre-School Playgroup 
Emma James 969 5538 

Charvil Senior Residents Club 
Julie Bennett 934 5059 

Charvil Voices 
Suzanne Newman 934 0589 

Charvil Village Society 
Margaret Gregory 934 5419 

Charvil Women’s Club 
Shirley Newman 934 0589 

Chernobyl Children’s Link 
Shirley Chard 969 8086 

Sonning Art Group 
Chairman: Sue Bell 969 6924 

Sonning Beech Lodge 
Bookings: Tim Pascall 969 6935 

Sonning Book Club 
Anne Webster 944 0699 

Sonning Royal British Legion 
Chairman: Shaun Sheppard 927 2879 

Sonning Brownies 
Helen Jukes 969 2514 

Sonning C of E Primary School 
Head Teacher: Mrs L. Green 969 3399 

Sonning C of E School PTA 
Vicki Emmett 0791 6177529  

Sonning & Charvil Baby Sitting Group 
Geraldine Hearn 934 1071 

Sonning Charvil & Hurst NAG 
Bob Hulley 969 9431 

Sonning Club 
Chris Way 969 3939 

Sonning & Warren Conservatives 
Kate Haines 07713 637029 
Councillors: Mike Haines, Sonning & Warren  
mike.haines@wokingham.gov.uk  
Nick Ray, Charvil nick.ray@wokingham.gov.uk



 

Independent Christian Day and Boarding School for Girls Aged 11 - 18 
Tel: 0118 978 4175 Email: Registrar@luckley.wokingham.sch.uk

www.luckley.wokingham.sch.uk

An Excellent Education
 for your Daughter

Luckley-Oakfield School
Where each girl is valued for her 
unique talents and abilities.......

School transport from Sonning area

ADD Plumbing Solutions

• local and fully insured
• free written quotes & estimates
• certified by BPEC and City & Guilds
• references available

All domestic plumbing  
undertaken, no job too small
0118 934 4624 / 079 3207 2912
www.addplumbingsolutions.co.uk

 Sonning Cricket Club 
Ali Driver 969 2698 

Sonning Flower Club 
Sharon Robinson 969 0748 

Sonning Football Club 
Tony Farmer 956 6536 

Sonning Glebe Art Club 
Julian Toms 969 0100 

Sonning Glebe WI (Eve Mtgs) 
Diana Moulsley 961 8829 

Sonning Guides 
Polly Jukes 0790 571 2071 

Sonning Lawn Tennis Club 
Kath Clark 969 0594 

Sonning Liberal Democrats 
Coling Lawley 961 8536 

Sonning Neighbourhood Watch 
Sue Bell 969 6924 

Sonning Parish Council 
Lesley Bates 969 7753 

Sonning RNLI 
David Bates 969 7753 

First Sonning Scouts Group 
GS Leader: Wendy Cherry 926 2363 

First Sonning Scouts Group 
ASG Leader: Mike Watts 962 8388 

First Sonning Scouts Group 
Scout Leader: Colin Giles 969 5849 

First Sonning Scouts Group 
Cub Scouts: Alison King 962 1675 

First Sonning Scouts Group 
Beavers: Judy Ricketts 969 3279 

Sonning Table Tennis Club 
Alan Tinson 969 0782 

Sonning Twinning Association 
Beth Dixon 969 2335 

Sonning Baby & Toddler Group 
Miranda Aston 966 5352 

Sonning & Sonning Eye Society 
Andy Bell 969 6924 

Sonning Village Show 
Mrs Heather Hine 969 8653 

Friends of Ali’s Pond 
Alastair Driver 969 2698 

Monday Club 
Ken Trimmings 969 1072 

Pearson Hall 
Caretaker & Bookings Jenny Adams 969 7692 

Pearson Hall Mgmt Committee 
Sharon Robinson 969 0748 

Badminton Club 
P. Pardoe 934 5643 

Rotary Club of Loddon Vale 
Richard Ward 966 9348 

Short Mat Bowling Club 
S. Newman 934 0589 
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Clergy
The Vicar

 — The Revd Jamie Taylor* 
The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR 
revjaft@yahoo.co.uk / 969 3298 
*Day off Thursday

Pioneer Minister
 — The Revd Alison Waters* 
6 Park View Drive South, Charvil 
alwaters@hotmail.co.uk / 0118 934 3723 
*Day off Monday

Licensed Lay Minister
 — Mr Bob Peters 
26 Old Bath Road, Charvil, RG10 9QR 
shalom@robertjpeters.com / 961 1188

Wardens
 — Mr Mark Jordan 
mark.jordan@talktalk.net / 940 1431

 — Mr Terry Hunt 
twghunt@btopenworld.com / 934 1062

Deputy Warden
 — Mrs Molly Woodley 
946 3667

Parish Administrator
 — Mrs Sonia Boyles 
standrews.sonning@btinternet.com / 969 2428

Parochial Church Council
Secretary

 — Mrs Shirley Chard 
969 8086

Treasurer
 — Mr John Scoble 
926 5138

The Parish Magazine
Editor

 — The Revd Jamie Taylor (temporary)
Advertising

 — Mr Brian Taylor 
bitaylor@sky.com 
0118 969 2243

Circulation
 — Mrs Pat Livesey 
961 8017

Design
 — Mr David Woodward 
david@designforprint.org

 — Mr Roger Swindale 
rogerswindale@hotmail.co.uk

Bookings
St Sarik, Sonning

 — Mrs Sonia Boyles 
969 2428

Jubilee Hall, Charvil
 — Raj 
079 5642 3764

Organist & Choirmaster
 — Mr David Duvall 
davidduvall@btinternet.com / 078 5594 7104

Parish website
 — sonningparish.org.uk

Parish contacts



BOX OFFICE 0118 969 8000
OPEN MON-SAT 10am – 8pm
Tel: 0118 969 6039 (Admin)

Fax: 0118 944 2424
Website: www.millatsonning.com
Email: admin@millatsonning.com
Evenings: Tuesday to Saturday

Matinees: Thursday, Saturday and Sunday
Jazz Concerts: Sunday Evening

THE MILL AT SONNING THEATRE, SONNING EYE, READING RG4 6TY

This Eighteenth Century Flour Mill has been converted to provide a centre of
entertainment and comfort beside the Thames. The original Mill on this site was
established much earlier – being mentioned in the Domesday Book.
With much of the original still retained, the Dinner Theatre gives the Patrons an
opportunity to enjoy a drink by the river and view the working wheel in the
Waterwheel Bar. The oak-beamed restaurant is an ideal setting for our chef’s
freshly home-cooked food, with not a microwave in sight, before watching the
play in our 215-seat air-conditioned auditorium.

DINNER THEATRE

Holiday in 

Mallorca
Apartment to let
— privately owned
— comfortable, with all mod cons
— on the seashore overlooking 

the bay of Palma
— two twin bedrooms,  

one en-suite
— swimming pool

From £350 per week
Over 75% are repeat visits

For further information, phone
Daphne & Keith Nichols
0118 969 4628

International Auctioneers and Valuers - bonhams.com/henley

Forthcoming 
Valuations
Thursday 25 October
Pictures

Thursday 8 November
Jewellery

Thursday 22 November
Pictures

For a free valuation, please 
book an appointment with 
our visiting Specialist.

01491 413 636
henley@bonhams.com

The Ivy of Sonning
Fine Indian dining
Tea rooms

6 High Street
Sonning
Berkshire
RG4 6UP

0118 969 7676

To avoid disappointment, please reserve your table in advance
Open seven days a week, including Bank Holidays

 

 

Have you broken your denture?
Twyford Denture Studio can repair it.

— specialists in denture repairs
— a friendly and efficient service  

with appointments that suit you  
to get you smiling again quickly

— work carried out by technicians 
registered by the General Dental 
Council

— we collect and deliver, if required

Please call Mark to make an 
appointment or for any enquiries

0118 934 2589

 



The French Horn,  
Sonning. Quality,  
the restaurant and hotel.

www.thefrenchhorn.co.uk 
0118 969 2204


