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MILES & DAUGHTERS 

 

Independent Funeral Directors  
 

Your local family owned and run comple te funeral service  
 

Adam Miles FRSA DipFD MBIFD 

 
Serving Twyford, Maidenhead 
 and all surrounding villages  

 

Free, no obligation home visits, advice and assistance . 
 

òOur Family Serving Your  Familyó 
 

Male & Female funeral directors,  
available to help and assist you at all times  

 
Please feel free to contact us or visit our homely  

and discreet premises at any time.  

 
 

The Old Clock House, Station Road, TWYFORD 
 

0118 934 5474 
 

Day & Night Service 
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We are here to help you in 2011. Contact us NOW!  

¶ Established local businesses. Owner-managed.  

¶ Quality products, outstanding customer service and value for money ς we often beat prices of 
the major suppliers! 

¶ Businesses that are committed to making Twyford a better place to live ς  
active supporters of the Twyford Village Partnership and local charities. 

 

 Contact  Phone/website  
 

Art  
 

Terri Jones (portrait & mural commissions)  
 

07717 532323 
terrijonesart.com  

 

Bathrooms 
 

Gerry Jones 
 

07973 173872 
 

Lisa at Tile & Bathroom Place  
 
0118 9320089 

 

Blinds & shutters  
 

Lisa at Thomas Sanderson 
 

0845 602 2731 
 

Carpets & floorin g 
 

Steve at Twyford Carpets 
 

0118 9343460 
 

Cleaning 
Kevin at Laundry Depot   

0118 9345772 
 

Deck cleaning &  
leaf clearing  

 

Russell at Block and Deck Cleaning Services  
 

0118 9344235 

 

Decorating  
 

David Chambers 
 

07760 122129 
 

Gerry Jones  
 

07973 173872 
 

Doors & windows  
 

Kevin, Twyford Windows  (new) 
 

0118 9344600 
 

David Hamilton  (repairs)  
 

07525 347079 
 

Electrics  
 

Chris at CPJ Electrics  
 

0118 3260396 
cpjelectrics.co.uk  

 

David Chambers 
 

07760 122129 
 

David at Westgate Electrical Services  
 

0118 9371277 
 

Gardens 
 

Graeme York Designs 
 

07719 795312 
graemeyorke.co.uk 

 

Lighting  
 

Paul at Twyford Lighting  
 

0118 9344550 
 

Moving house 
 

Edwin at Ackers, Clayton, Reeve  (Solicitors)  
 

0118 9828800 
 

Mullie  (Estate Agents) 
 

0118 9461422 
 

Picture framing &  
rest oration  

 

David at Century Framing  
 

0118 9340122 

 

Plumbing  
 

Gerry Jones  
 

07973 173872 
 

www.twyfordvillage.com  
 

Home Improvement 
businesses 

in the Twyford area  
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The Parish of Sonnin g 
 

The ancient parish of Sonning, originally extending from Sonning Common to 
Sandhurst was one of the great blocks of land handed over to the Church in 
the 7th century. In 909 A.D. Sonning with Ramsbury, became a separate 
bishopric, the Bishop of Ramsbury/ Sonning maintaining a riverside Hall in 
the village. In 1075 the see was transferred to Old S arum, ultimately 
Salisbury, whose bishops had their own Palace on the same site as the Saxon 
Hall until 1574, when the manor was transferred to the Crown.  

 

St Andrew's Church in the heart of the village was founded in Saxon times - 
probably by Birinus, fir st bishop of Dorchester-on-Thames. It was largely 
rebuilt in 1852, during the incumbency of Canon Hugh Pearson; it was he who 
founded the Sonning Parish Magazine in 1869. 
 

The White Hart Hotel, now known as The Great House, and partly 17th 
century, stands on the site of older buildings including the home of 'Elias the 
Ferryman' mentioned in a deed of 1100. The French Horn Hotel, in Sonning 
Eye, was built in the 1880s in front of the original old inn - now Bridge House 
- and its farm buildings. The Bull Inn,  belonging to the  Church, was originally 
known as Church House, a guesthouse for pilgrims to medieval St Sarik's 
Chapel in St Andrew's. Also adjoining the church is Deanery Garden one of Sir 
Edwin Lutyen's best-known country houses built at the turn of the  century, 
just above the site of the ancient residence of the Deans of Salisbury who 
regularly visited Sonning, the parish being a 'Dean's Peculiar'.  
  

Sonning Mill produced a regular supply of flour from Saxon time until 1969, 
after which it was converted  into a 'Dinner Theatre', the first of its kind in 
Britain. The Pearson Hall is the principal venue for village functions  
 

Within the village boundaries lie the Reading Blue Coat School at Holme Park 
(once the home  of the Lord of the Manor) Sonning Church of England Primary 
School, King George's Field and other sports grounds, and Reading University 
Farm - all of which help to preserve the rural atmosphere of Sonning, the 
centre of which is now a conservation area.  
 

The civil parish of Charvil is of relativ ely recent origin but the land on which 
it lies has long been part of the ecclesiastical parish of Sonning. In the 18th 
and 19th centuries it consisted of Charville Farm and a few cottages, which 
lay between the villages of Sonning and Twyford and adjacent  to the London 
to Bath highway.  
 

The development of Charvil began between the two World Wars, particularly 
after the new A4 road was constructed in the 1920s bypassing Twyford, and 
was accelerated after 1945. To meet the needs of this increasingly large 
community, St Patrick's dual -purpose Church and Hall was consecrated and 
opened in 1952; it remains within the ecclesiastical parish of Sonning. It was 
considerably extended and refurbished in 2001.  
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St Andrew's Sonning Contacts  

Clergy:  Vicar Rev Jamie Taylor 

The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR 

(day off Thursday)  

 

969 3298 

Associate Vicar Rev Michael Forrer,  

6 Park View Drive South, Charvil, RG10 9QX 

 

934 1989 

Licensed Lay 
Ministers 

Mr Bob Peters, 26 Old Bath Road, Charvil,  

RG10 9QR. Email:  shalom@robertjpeters.com  

 

961 1188 

Mr D. G. Sims (Emeritus)  

Vine Cottage, Pound Lane, Sonning, RG4 6XE 

 

969 3151 
   

Wardens:  Mr Mark Jordan. Email: mark.jordan@talktalk.net  940 1431 

 Mr Terry Hunt. Email: 
twghunt@btopenworld.com  

934 1062 

 Prof J. M. Stansfield (Emeritus)  

Email: copynook1@aol.com 

 

934 1762 
   

Deputies:  Mrs Molly Woodley.  969 2773 

 Kay Cohen. 901 7693 

 Ruth Warms. 934 9218 
   

Parochial Church Council:  

Secretary: Mrs Shirley Chard 969 8086 

Treasurer: Mr John Scoble,  926 5138 

Gift A id:  Mrs Pat Livesey,  

Email: pat.livesey@yahoo.co.uk 

 

961 8017 
   

Parish Magazine:   

Editor:   Mr Gordon Barnett 969 6693 

Advertising:  Mrs Nicky Clark 947 1312 

Circulation:  Mrs Pat Livesey 961 8017 
   

Organist & 
Choirmaster  

Mr David Duvall.  Email: davidduvallx@aol.com 07855  
947 104 

   

Bookings St Sarik Room: Mrs Sonia Boyles 969 2428 

 St Patrick's Church Hall: Kay Cohen 901 7693 
   

Parish Admin  Sonia Boyles: standrews.sonning@btinternet.com 969 2428 
   

Internet 
Addresses: 

http://www.sonningparish.org.uk  

Editor:          gordon.barnett@tal ktalk.net  

Advertising:  nickypryce@btinternet.com  

Vicar:           revjaft@yahoo.co.uk  
 

mailto:pat.livesey@yahoo.com
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Forthcoming Events  

Date Whatõs on? Page 

8 Mar ôFootprintsõ coffee morning 19 

17 Mar FoStAC AGM R 

19 Mar St Patrickõs Childrenõs Activities and Irish Feast 18 

19 Mar Parish walk 18 

19 Mar Twinning Association AGM R 

19 Mar Sonning & Sonning Eye Society talk; St Andrewõs Church Bells R 

20 Mar Songs of Praise at St Patrickõs 17 

26 Mar Fish, Chips nõ Jazz 24 

2 Apr òEnd Polio Nowó concert 21 

2 Apr Dinner-Dance in aid of Whizz-Kidz 26 

16 Apr  Installation of Rt Revd Andrew Proud as Bishop of Reading 16 

20 May Christian Aid Concert R 

21 May Tower Appeal auction of prom ises 20 

Notes:  Deadline, April  issue : 4.00 pm  Friday, 2 5th  March 2011  
R = Reminder from previous issue. D = Diary entry. 
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Regular Services 
 

St Andrewõs, Sonning 
 

Sundays 8.00 am Holy Communion (Prayer Book) 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

5th  

10.30 am Family Service 

Parish Eucharist 

Family Communion 

Parish Eucharist 

Parish Eucharist 

1st  

2nd, 3 rd, 4 th and 5th 

6.30 pm Holy Communion 

Evensong 

Wednesday 10.00 am Holy Communion 
 

St Patrickõs, Charvil  

Sundays 9.30 am Family Service, Third Sunday of the month 

Holy Communion, second and fourth Sundays 

Worship Service other Sundays. 
 

Sunday School 9.30 am except third  Sunday of the 
month 

 

If you would like to  arrange a Church Service in St Andrewõs Church you are asked to 
contact Sonia Boyles, the Parish Administrator for Baptisms. Sonia can also be contacted 
by email at: standrews.sonning@btinternet.com . For Weddings and funerals, contac t the 
vicar on 0118 969 3298.  

 
The Vicarõs Letter  

 

Dear friends,  
 

One of the things that first struck me when I came for interview here in 
June 2008 was the excellent state of repair of the fabric of St. Andrewõs 
church. Inevitably when one thinks about a pplying for a parish, there is 
always a concern that much time will need to be spent banging the drum for 
fund raising, just to keep the building standing. Happily, with good 
stewardship of the building through the years and in recent times with the 
excellent work of the ôFriendsõ, I have not been overly concerned with such 
matters up to now.  
 

Inevitably though, with a building of this age, problems occur from time to 
time. A re roofing of the tower has become more complicated with the 
discovery of rotten beams, and we are now faced with a bill that is climbing 
above £50 000. In order to deal with this quickly, we need to raise a 
significant amount of money, and I have suggested that we run an Auction 
of Promises to bring together churchgoers and people of good will in the 
community to achieve this. This will be an event under the banner of the 
ôFriendsõ but it will bring together others, including myself, in order to 
maximise effectiveness. I am delighted that the Patron of the Friends, 

mailto:standrews.sonning@btinternet.com
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Theresa May M.P. is lending a hand, and as well as assisting in bringing the 
community together for the event, will also be a guest auctioneer on the 
night. Auction catalogues will go on sale at the end of March, and please do 
book the 21st May at 7pm at the Blue Coat School in your diaries. Also, if you 
can offer something that we can auction, do please let me know.  
 

One of the reasons that we clergy are wary about getting too bogged down 
with maintaining a building is that most of us donõt get ordained for this. 
Important as  the fabric of our church is, it should not be the main priority 
for a parish priest. I am obviously concerned about keeping St. Andrewõs in 
a good state of repair, but what is of greater importance to me is the state 
of our spiritual home, as the living b ody of Christ in this community. There 
will be some drum banging going on in order to get the tower problems 
sorted swiftly, but let that not distract us from the task that faces each 
Christian, that is of strengthening the foundations of our faith. Lent w ill 
soon be upon us and the annual course is a small way of helping in this 
regard. I do commend them to you.  
 

Jesusõ parable of the wise and foolish builders is a useful reminder to all 
Christians of the need for deep foundations for our faith. When the s torms 
of life encircle us, we need firm foundations, grounded upon the rock of our 
faith. As we approach Lent, please do remember this as you live out the life 
of a disciple.  
 

Best wishes, 
 

Jamie  
 

Notices 
 

A prayer for our new Priests : God our Father, send your Holy Spirit to fill 
us with vision, energy and prayer. Help us to be faithful to You in our work, 
in our churches and in our community. We ask for guidance and discernment 
for all involved in selecting our new priests. And may, even now, your Spirit 
move in the hearts of those who will be called here to serve.  
 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
 

Amen.  
 

Lent Courses: There are three courses this year. Please sign up for either 
the Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday morning groups. They begin on Monday 
14th March. The lists are at the back of church.  
 

Parish Magazine: We are looking for a volunteer, or a small team who can 
undertake the task of printing the parish magazine. This takes place in the 
office at St  Patrick's on the last few days  of every month. Susan Main-Morris 
is retiring from this in March after many years of committed service. Please 
speak to the vicar if you can assist with this important role.  
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Tower Appeal: To help raise money for the essential work on the church 
tower, an auction of promises will be held on May 21st in the Buttery of the 
Blue Coat School. Please book the date in your diaries and start to think 
what you might be able to offer for auction! More details from the Vicar.  
 
Ash Wednesday: There will be a Eucharist with imposition of ashes on 
Wednesday 9th March at 7:30pm in St. Andrew's. 
 

Charvil News and Views  
 
The concept of the Big Society is an expansion of the long tradition of 
voluntary work carried on up and down the country to this day by many 
charities and voluntary agencies serving the needs of individuals and 
communities.  Many of them were the result of initiatives by the church in 
response to human need.  Ideally the Christian church has always 
encouraged its members to care for the lost, the least and the last, 
fostering community care in the towns and villages.  
 
Recent research has shown that the majority of English people regard 
themselves as Christians but not churchgoers.  To my mind this shows that 
there is a bedrock of Christian values of care and compassion embedded  in 
our culture to which an appeal will have a positive response.  The period of 
Lent, a time of abstinence, reflection and opportunity, begins on Ash 
Wednesday 9th March.  This is a time when we can identify our responsibility 
for one another in the commu nities where we live, remembering the words 
and example of Jesus who said òI am among you as one who servesó. 
 
On a lighter note be sure to put the following dates in your diaries for 
events at St Patrickõs:- 
 

Sat 19th March ð Childrenõs event (in the morning) 
                         Irish Feast 7.30pm 
Sun 20th March ð Songs of Praise for St Patrickõs Day 6.30pm 
Sun 3rd   April    - Mothering Sunday service 9.30am 

 
Love and prayers  
Michael & Family  
 

Looking for the 'Christian' in Christian Aid  
  

Have you sometimes wondered why the big aid agencies like Oxfam, CAFOD 
and Christian Aid are associated with religions? Would you like to explore 
the issues this raises? Lent is an excellent time for looking into our religion 
and how it impacts on the world around u s in greater depth.  
  

Some of the issues Christian Aid is currently campaigning about are the 
focus of a 5-session Lent Course published by the Reading Churches 
Campaigning Network, a group which has succeeded the Reading Jubilee 
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Debt Campaign and is dedicated to fighting world poverty. The course, 
"Jesus, the Earthly Powers, and Us", explores who Jesus was and what 
contemporary scholars are saying about his teaching, the global trading 
system and its organisation, climate change, and what part we can play  in 
all this as Christians.  If you are interested in exploring these issues, you are 
welcome at 9 Thornbers Way, Charvil, on Thursdays during Lent at 7.0 0 
p.m. for meetings lasting about one and a half hours. These will be based on 
"Jesus, the Earthly Powers, and Us" and be supplementary to the main Lent 
course running on the other evenings. The course booklet costs £3.50, and 
will be available at the meetings.  If you enjoy a good discussion, do come 
along.  
  

Audrey Nettle  
 

Songs of Praise, Childrenõs activity & Irish Feast  
 

Dear readers, I have to admit to not being perfect and confess to a serious 
error in my January contribution to this august publication. One of our eagle 
eyed churchwardenthingys, being of an enquiring mind and having the 
wherewithal t o check things out, discovered, contrary to my 
pronouncements, that there is indeed an entry for both Charvil and St 
Patricks in the 2010 edition of Pevsner. Charvil is described as òAn 
amorphous quasi-suburban settlement on either side of the Bath Road Ea st 
of Readingó, and St Patrickõs as òbrick, low, wide and bungalow-like in an 
estate of post -war housingó.  Rejoice! We are famous at last. 
 

This brings me to an opportunity for you all to savour the delights of our low 
wide bungalow on the 19 th & 20th March. On the 19 th there is another 
Childrenõs Activity Morning with all the cutting, pasting, colouring, gluing 
and food making activities that are riotous fun for those involved and makes 
me thankful to be hiding under my cover. In the evening there is a re peat of 
the very successful Irish Feast. Contact Ruth Warms on 0118 934 9218 for 
more information, but I do know that tickets for the Irish Feast are selling 
out very fast.  Then on the 20th, 6.30pm we are holding our annual St 
Patrickõs Day Songs of Praise, with the usual bakersõ dozen of hymns, an 
opportunity to exercise the vocal chords and raise the roof. Maybe we can 
put some insulation in it when they put it back on. Put the date in your 
diaries and come along, thereõs no evensong at St Andrewõs that evening. 
 

Joanna (the St Patrickõs Pianner) 
 

Parish Walk 
 
Mar 19th: Decemberôs cancelled walk, meet 10.15am in the c ar park on 
Thames Valley Park Drive, at the end of the A329(M) extension;  GR737739. 
Historical walk,  Kennet and Thames. 0118 926 8035 or mob 07982 0483.  
 

Jean Milbourn  
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For all those  
dealing with the  
loss of a loved one , 
redundancy, divorce,  
or separation  

 
 

Come and join us at an informal coffee  
 

 morning on the second Tuesday of the month  
 

 at 11 .00 am in the St Sarik Room o f 
 

St. Andrewõs Sonning 
 

(March 8th 2011) 
 

An opportunity to meet with others facing the  
 

many pressures of bereavement and loss 
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Sonning  Volunteer  Fire  Brigade  Trust  

 
The old fire sta t ion and land were sold in December 2010 following national 
advertising and with the approval of the Charity Commission. It was 
purchased by a company associated with the Bodley Scott family.  
 
Therefore the Trustees of the Sonning Volunteer Fire Brigade Trust have  
funds available once more to ôapply the yearly income of the Charity for any 
public purposes for the benefit of inhabitants of Sonning and not provided 
out of rates or other public funds õ. 
 
The present Trustees are Mr M. Stansfield (chairman), Mrs J. Baldwin, Mr J. 
Edmonds and Mr P. Goodacre with Mr M. Green becoming an ex officio 
Trustee in June 2011. They will normally meet in the first weeks of June 
and December each year to consider applications for financial assistance 
from any society, club, group or organisation that serves Sonning  residents. 
These requests in writing need to be with the clerk, John Russell, The 
Gables, Thames Street, RG4 6UR by May 15th and November 15th each year. 
Applications should outline the reasons for the request and any efforts made 
towards raising the mone y required.  
 

John Russell (0118 969 6057)  
 

                 The Rotary Club of Loddon Vale                          
Presents 

ôClassics for Allõ 
A concert of music for all tastes  

 

To be held in the new hall of  

Waingels College 
Waingels Road, Woodley, Reading, RG5 4RF 

on 
Saturday, 2 nd April 2011  

At 7.30pm  (doors open 7.00pm)  
Featuring  the Reading Central Band of the Salvation Army  

 

Tickets £10.00 each, including a glass of wine or a soft drink  
Available from : 

Gordon Barnett on 0118 969 6693  
Vince Bowen on 0118 9 84 2229 

Wilkie Harrigan on 0118 947 9315   
  
 
 



 22 

Reading Cigarette Card & Postcard Club  
 
Recent Club News 
 

Thursday evening, January 13th, saw the first meeting in 2011 of the 
Reading & District Cigarette Card & Postcard Club at Charvil Village Hall, 
when club member John Devaney gave an illustrated power point 
presentation called òNo strings attachedó to the 40 members present.  The 
mystery title was quickly revealed as being about the production of 
òThunderbirdsó by Gerry and Sylvia Anderson at Slough in the 1960-70õs, a 
masterpiece of animation using models.   However, John began by showing 
enlarged pictures of trade cards and postcards of a 100 years ago, 
illustrating various types of puppetry, ranging from glove puppets to string 
ones. He then showed a range of other models and puppets on trade cards 
from the 1950õs, Sooty and other TV character models of that time, before 
arriving in the Space Age with Thunderbirds and Rescue Missions all 
represented on cards. The talk concluded with the latest ôhot newsõ that 
Gerry Anderson, now 81, is considering a new series of Thunderbirds, either 
using models again, or human actors, perhaps leading on to more modern 
trade cards issues in due course. 
 

The topical single card competition that night was on òRescueó, the winn ers 
were: 

Postcards - John Cahill,  
Cigarette Cards - Mike Tubb,  
Trade Cards & Ephemera - both classes won by Bryan Clark. 

 

After refreshments the evening concluded with the traditional raffle.  The 
Clubõs quarterly auction was held at St Patrickõs Church Hall on Thursday 
evening, January 27th, a third of the 112 lots were submitted by members of 
the public and they created considerable interest and keen bidding, 
particularly amongst the cigarette card collectors, and no doubt the money 
realised pleased the  vendors. The next auction will be held in April, and the 
club would be anxious to hear from anyone who has any unwanted old 
postcards or cigarette cards to sell. F or more details  please telephone 0118 
969 5155. 
 

Further details abou t the club can be found  on the website 
www.readingpostcards.com  or ring 0118 969 5155. 
 

Roy Sheppard 
 

Sonning Art Group  
 

Over the first two months of the year, there have been good numbers 
attending the regular Friday afternoon sessi ons in the Pearson Hall, often 
with over 20 people painting and drawing. In 2011, the group will have six 
tutor sessions on a variety of topics from sponge painting to Chinese brush 
painting as well as use of coloured pencils, water colour and ink.  The fir st 
tutor session was held in mid February on watercolours applied to painting 

http://www.readingpostcards.com/
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boat scenes. This was led by Henry Rimmer and was thoroughly enjoyed by 
all. Hopefully examples of work inspired by Henryõs tutor session will be 
seen at the Groupõs next art exhibition to be held over the weekend of May 
29th and 30th and also at the Sonning Show exhibition.  
 

The presentation of the Tom Baldwin Award (a beautiful glass bowl) in 
January for the most improved artist over 2010 went to a delighted Maggie 
Hollidge. The  first Chairmanõs Cup award of 2011 on the subject of ôA 
Winter Sceneõ went to Jean Hutchinson with a lovely portrayal of her garden 
and summer house decked in snow. 
 

It was also pleasing to report that a sale of George Lambõs art materials 
(George, who sadly passed away 18 months ago, was one of our best artists 
and won many prizes at the Sonning Show) raised over £135.00, which was 
donated by his widow Liz to the British Lung Foundation for research into 
pulmonary fibrosis.  
 

Please visit our website www.sonningartgroup.org.uk  and do feel free to 
come along and see what the various members are doing - we meet on 
Fridays between 1.00 & 4.00 pm at the Pearson Hall.  
 

Rob Farquhar  
 

Sonning Floral Arrangement So ciety  
 

Lucinda Sanderson took us on a ôJourney through Franceõ for the February 
meeting. She gave a fascinating demonstration and her comprehensive 
knowledge of the wines of the regions gave it a distinctly French flavour. 
Included in her demonstrations we re also some French islands such as 
Martinique, where sandy beaches were depicted in white shells and tulips 
with blue delphiniums for the sea. Corsica was a black and white 
arrangement for some unexplained reason but stunning nevertheless.  
 

For mainland France of course, sunflowers were in evidence and she also 
used the most beautiful red roses and lovely faded pink roses. She doubled 
up some of the arrangements with òOnes Iõd done earlieró so that the end 
result was a truly wonderful display and therefore  lots to win in the raffle.  
 

We always learn something at our meetings such as how to stop gerberas 
from drooping without using wire, various ways with aspidistra leaves and 
exactly what is a ôPot et Fleurõ. So, if you are interested in increasing your 
knowledge of this subject, come along to the next meeting on 10 th March, in 
the Pearson hall at 2.00pm, when Nicolina (sounds like a musical 
instrument) Bursham will be demonstrating òA working day in a florists 
shopó. The competition will be òAn arrangement in a jugó. The jug can be 
any size and it is worth having a go; we had a lot of entries last time, so 
there is  nothing to be scared of: And y ouõll get a cup of tea and a biscuit.  
  

Jane Gascoine 
 

http://www.sonningartgroup.org.uk/
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What is fostering? 
Fostering is looking after a child or young person when they canôt live with 
their own families; this can be for a number of reasons. PACT provides long 
term & permanent placements so the expectation is that the child will stay 
with you until they choose to leave home as a young adult. 
 

Who is PACT? 
A local charity that has been supporting needy and vulnerable families and 
children across Berks, Bucks and Oxon for 100 years. We provide adoption 
and fostering services as well as running community based projects. 
 

What makes a good foster carer? 
You need to really care about children. You will need a good sense of 
humour. You need to be able to stick with a child through thick and thin and 
you need to have time and energy. 
 

6 facts on fosteringé 

¶ There is no upper age limit you just need to be relatively fit and healthy. 

¶ You donôt have to own your own home, as long as you are in stable 
accommodation and have a spare room.  

¶ It doesnôt matter if you are married or single or in a same sex partnership. 

¶ PACT pays a weekly tax free allowance of £335.70 to its foster carers. 

¶ You will be fully supported by a PACT social worker throughout the whole 
process. 

¶ It takes around 6 months to become an approved PACT foster carer. 

¶ It doesnôt matter what ethnicity you are, there are children from many 
different backgrounds that need fostering. 

 

A good foster carer can really change a childôs life. If you want to find 
out more, contact PACT now on email fostering@pactcharity.org, or 
visit www.pactcharity.org, or phone 0800 731 1845. 
 

Phillip Cook 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fish, Chips ôN Jazz Supper 
With the Denise Lawrence Band  

 

Saturday, 26 th  march 2011 

Pearson hall; 7.15 for 8.00pm  

Tickets £14.0 0 from Jane Gascoine (0118 969 3326)  
 

Raffle                                           Pay bar 

All proceeds to the RNLI  
 

 

http://www.pactcharity.org/
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Royal British Legion, Sonning Branch  
 

Sink or Swim ð Your Branch is in Jeopardy  
 

Sonning Branch is liable to have lay up its Standard if a 
chairman cannot be found within the next six months. The 
Poppy Appeal collectio ns will also cease if we do not find 
someone willing to ta ke on the co-ordination of the p oppy 
collection effort as well. The situation has been brought about 
by: 

 

¶ Our President wishes to hang up his boots and pass on the position 
to someone else. This position can be filled we believe.  

¶ In November, the Chairman completes the additional 2 years he 
agreed to take on at the AGM in November 2009.  

¶ Our Poppy Appeal Co-ordinator wishes to resign at the end of this 
Legion Year for personal reasons. 

 

As a sub-branch, we do not in law need to have a committee at all, but if 
members wish to continue collecting for the Poppy Appeal in the name of 
Sonning and parade with our Standard on Remembrance Sunday, in our own 
church, then we do need at least an organiser for th e parade and a co-
ordinator for the Poppy Appeal; otherwise, we will be unable to do either. 
How much work the branch takes on is entirely up to those doing it!  
 

Therefore an Extraordinary General Meeting  has been called for 2000hrs 
(8.00pm) on Wednesday 18th May 2011 in the Pearson Hall, Sonning, which 
all of you are urged to attend. Your presence and contribution to the 
debate will be welcomed e ven if you cannot, or do not wish to  take on 
either of these duties .  In the meantime, if anyone is willing to t ake on or 
help with either task, please contact me  (0118 969 6693 or email 
gordon.barnett@talktalk.net ). Please make note of this important date in 
your diaries and join us; it is a vital part of the conti nuing story of this 
village.  
 

Gordon Barnett  
 

Sonning Glebe WI 
 

The members meeting held on the 21 st February was a really inspiring 
evening. Sarah Swatridge was acting president ably assisted by Heather Hine 
as acting secretary.  The speaker was Marion Dante who spoke about her life 
as a nun.  We all found this most interesting and she really brought out the  
humorous side of her calling. The members committee spoilt us by serving 
homemade cakes with our tea and coffee although I did point out that 
things would return to normal next month with our usual biscuits.  
 

A group of us are looking forward to going to Sonning Mill on Saturday 26 th 
February. Our annual quiz night takes place on Friday 4 th March.  This is 
always a popular event and includes a cooked supper.  A walk at Remenham 

 

mailto:gordon.barnett@talktalk.net
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is planned for 10 th March followed by lunch at the Flowerpot Inn. A new 
venture is a play reading evening which commences on the 28 th March. 
 

Future events include Bletchley Park, and Calendar Girls at The Swan 
theatre, High Wycomb e. We are also planning one or more London t heatre 
trips. As you can see we are arranging an interesting programme for 2011.  
If you wish to join us you will be most welcome.  Our main meeting is held 
at 7.30pm on the third Monday of the month in the Pears on Hall.  If you 
require any further details please contact me on 0118 969 4897.   
 

Molly Oakley  
 

Thank You!  
 

Overwhelmed! Thatõs the only way to describe how we feel about the many 
prayers, messages of good wishes, and generous gifts we received from our 
friends in the church who made our wedding day so very special for us. We 
sincerely thank all the ôtoo many to nameõ individuals as well as the groups 
such as the PCC, the St Patrickõs congregation, the Choir, Bell Ringers, and 
Flower Arrangers, who contri buted so much. The number of garden vouchers 
given by our church family continues to overwhelm us. We plan to use these 
to buy something special for the garden of our new home in Charvil as a 
reminder of the occasion, and also to create a Biblical Garden. This will be 
in the shape of a cross and contain only plants, flowers and herbs 
mentioned in the Bible. One day we hope to invite everyone to a garden 
party to see it, and maybe we could also hold some outside Bible Study 
groups in the future!    
  

Bob & Sue Peters  
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Dinner - Dance and Auction in support of Whizz - Kidz  
   

Sat urday, 2 nd  April 2011 at the Pearson Hall  
   

Tickets £20.00 each , to include dinner by the Ivy of Sonning  

 and live music from Full House. www.fullhouse.uk.net  
  

Admission by ticket only   
  

Jo Wilkes :  079000 83575 or wilkes_jo@yahoo.co.uk  
  

Auction prizes include:  overnight  stays  at Cliveden,  Lucknam Park 
and Hanbury Manor Hotels;  Henley Royal Regatta Stewards' 
Enclosure badges; Henley  Festival ; an  annual LA Fitness 
membership and  a cut -glass crystal vase from Uri Geller plus over 
20 other great prizes.  

  

www.whizz -kidz.org.uk/why -we -need -your -help  

http://www.fullhouse.uk.net/
mailto:wilkes_jo@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.whizz-kidz.org.uk/why-we-need-your-help/
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Charvil Art Group  
 
We are well into this yearõs programme. There have been a couple of 
changes to the original list notably the Watercolour demonstration by Terry 
Harrison & Fiona Peart is now scheduled for Wednesday, 23rd March. A week 
before on Wednesday, 16th March a Pen & Wash workshop with Jonathan 
Newey should be well attended too. Later, on Wednesday, 27th April we look 
forward to a Life Class with Bernadette Arnold de Montrichard which is 
always full of enthusiasm & ene rgy. There will be no meeting on 13th April 
and we have arranged an all day trip to Gloucestershire, stopping in 
Tewkesbury on the way to ôArt in Natureõ, Twigworth. 
 
Non-members are welcome to come to any of the  demonstrations, 
workshops, etcetera , the ch arge is £3 for each 2 hour session.  Our meetings 
are weekly on Wednesday evenings between 7:30 (come 5 or 10mins before, 
especially when there is tutor) & 9:30pm. Tea/coffee &  biscuits are always 
available.  Our programme extends into June, the last indoor  session ending 
on the 8 th June.  During the summer 5 outdoor painting/sketching days/half 
days will be arranged, this year 2 of these will be a joint venture with th e 
Twyford & Ruscombe Art Group. These are always fun, stimulating & can be 
very social but  if you wish you can be ôaloneõ with your brush/pen & yet 
know people are nearby, particularly helpful if you are a bit wary of 
venturing into the countryside completely alone.  
 
New members are always appreciated & looked after, so we do hope to see 
at lea st one or two of you sometime this year. How  about a free ôtasterõ 
session? Perhaps you will come to see us at the Charvil Fete or at our Annual 
Exhibition on the 29 th October.  Our website is www.charvilartg roup.co.uk  or 
alternatively ôphone Julie on 0118 934 5059 or Janice on 0118 921 9335. 
 

Julie Bennett   
 

Charvil Senior Residents Club  
 
If you feel the need to get out to meet a few people, particularly now as 
Spring approaches, please consider Charvil Senior Residents Club. We are a 
small, friendly group, almost a large family, with an age range 60ish to 
90ish & in varied states of health. New members will be most welcome & 
will be supported in any way we can manage.  We meet every other Tuesda y 
afternoon f rom 2 to 4pm in St  Patrickõs Church Hall, Charvil, and our next 
meeting is on Tuesday, 1st March, St Davidõs Day,  & then on Tuesday, 15th 
March when we expect to greet 2 members on their return from 4 week s in 
Australia & the Far East. We offer afternoon tea the contents of which we 
vary according to the occasion; we had a St Valentine tea recently!  
 
We arrange the occasional outing, the next being on the 12 th April when we 
will be having lunch somewhere (a surprise) instead of our usual meeting. 

http://www.charvilartgroup.co.uk/
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Most of the outings and speakers are paid in full from the club funds or 
subsidised. Our entrance fee is £2 and the yearly subscription is £5. If you 
need more information, or a lift to St Patrickõs Hall, please phone me on 
0118 934 5059. 
 

Julie Bennett  
 

Sonning & Sonning Eye Society 
 

Just a quick reminder for readers to be summoned by our bells talk on 
Saturday, 19th March at 4.30pm in St Andrewõs Church. Tickets priced at 
£2.50 (Society Members) and £3.00 (Non-Members) are available from Diana 
Coulter on 0118 969 2132 or diana.coulter@mac.com.  Refreshments will be 
available in the St Sarik Room after the talk.  
 

Our next event will be a healthy walk along the Thames with Alastair Driver 
on Monday, 2nd May in the afternoon.  Yes this is the first May bank holiday 
but we thought readers might enjoy the walk as a good way to wind down 
from Easter and royal wedding coverage, perking everyone up for the return 
to ônormalityõ on 3rd May. More details will be published in the next issue of 
the Parish Magazine, but in the meantime make a note of the date in your 
diaries.  
 

With regard to the conservation area appraisal, much behind the scenes 
work is going on to develop with the Parish Council an approach to 
undertaking such an exciti ng project. We are very concerned to involve all 
who would like to participate, young or less young. Once the approach and 
the timelines have been agreed, please look out for a special notice in this 
publication and other local organs for communication.  
 

Diana Coulter  
 

Sonning Twinning Association  
 

The Associationõs next event is our AGM followed by a Quiz Night and Dinner 
on Saturday 19th March in The Pearson Hall. After the short formal 
proceedings of the meeting (7.30pm start) there will be a 3 course di nner 
and then an opportunity to share and test your knowledge! Tickets at £12.50 
members/ £15 non members) are available via any committee member , or 
contact Beth Dixon ( 0118 969 2335). A pay bar will also be available.  We 
look forward to seeing you there.  
 

         Lesley Green  
 

From the Registers  
 

Baptisms: 6 th  Feb Lauren Emma Johnson  
  

Funerals : 18 th  Feb Steve Lee  

 

mailto:diana.coulter@mac.com
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Local Organisations  
 

  St Andrew's: Sunday Club   Heather Hexter  946 1316 

 St Andrew's: Little Fishes Mrs Sarah Turner 944 8154 

 St Andrewõs: Tower Captain:  Mrs P. Elliston 969 5967 

The Friends of St Andrew's Sally Wilson 979 3328 

St Patrick's: Sunday Club Julie Easton 934 2590 

Charvil Art Club Secretary: Mrs Joyce Wray 969 8098 

Charvil Branch Conservatives Mrs E. Hobbs 934 0528 

Charvil Brownies Tawny Owl: Claire Howells  934 5372 

Charvil Caterpillar Club  Bridget Mundy 934 4253 

Charvil Girls Suzanne Newman 934 0589 

Charvil Guides Ruth Hulley 969 9431 

Charvil Parish Council Clerk: Mr I. Cohen 901 7693 

Charvil Pre-School Playgroup Emma James 969 5538 

Charvil Senior Residents Club Julie Bennett  934 5059 

Charvil Voices Suzanne Newman 934 0589 

Charvil Village Society Margaret Gregory 934 5419 

Charvil Women's Club Shirley  Newman 934 0589 

Chernobyl Childrenõs Link Shirley Chard 969 8086 

Baby-sitting Circle Mrs Vanessa Jones 934 1185 

Sonning Art Group Chairman: Sue Bell 969 6924 

Sonning Beech Lodge  Bookings: Tim Pascall 969 6935 

Sonning Book Club Mrs Anne Webster 944 0699 

Sonning Branch, British Legion  Chairman: Gordon Barnett 969 6693 

Sonning Brownies Mrs Helen Jukes 969 2514 

Sonning C of E Primary School Head Teacher: Mrs L. Green 969 3399 

Sonning CE School PTA Tanya Wilkie 07899 

827503 

Sonning & Charvil Baby Sitting 
Group 

Geraldine Hearn 934 1071 

Sonning Charvil & Hurst N.A.G. Contact: Bob Hulley  969 9431 

Sonning Club Sec: Chris Way 969 3939 

Sonning & Warren Conservatives Sec: Alison Russell 972 1495 

Sonning Cricket Club  Membership: Ali Driver  969 2698 

Sonning Flower Club Sec: Ms S. Robinson 969 0748 

Sonning Football Club Tony Farmer 956 6536 

Sonning Glebe Art Club Julian Toms 969 0100 

Sonning Glebe WI (eve mtgs) Mrs D. Moulsley 961 8829 

Sonning Guides Miss Polly Jukes 0790 571 
2071 

Sonning Lawn Tennis Club Membership: Kath Clark 969 0594  
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Sonning Liberal Democrats Coling Lawley 961 8536 

Sonning Neighbourhood Watch Sec: Sue Bell 969 6924 

Sonning Parish Council Clerk, Mrs L. Bates 969 7753 

Sonning RNLI Chairman: David Bates 969 7753 

1st Sonning Scouts Group GS Leader: Wendy Cherry 926 2363 

1st Sonning Scouts Group ASG Leader: Mike Watts 962 8388 

1st Sonning Scouts Group Scout Leader: Colin Giles 969 5849 

1st Sonning Scouts Group Cub Scouts: Alison King  962 1675 

1st Sonning Scouts Group Beavers: Judy Ricketts 969 3279 

Sonning Table Tennis Club Alan Tinson 969 0782 

Sonning Twinning Association Beth Dixon 969 2335 

Sonning Baby &Toddler Group Miranda Aston 966 5352 

Sonning & Sonning Eye Society Sec: Andy Bell 969 6924 

Sonning Village Show Sec: Mrs Heather Hine 969 8653 

Friends of Aliõs Pond  Alastair Driver  969 2698 

Monday Club Leader: Ken Trimmings 969 1072 

Pearson Hall Caretaker & Bookings:  
 Mrs Jenny Adams 

969 7692 

Pearson Hall Mgmt Committee Ms Sharon Robinson 969 0748 

Badminton Club Mrs P. Pardoe 934 5643 

Rotary Club of Loddon Vale Sec: Richard Ward 966 9348 

Short Mat Bowling Club Mrs S. Newman 934 0589 
 

 

Useful web sites:  
 

 

  

Ali's Pond 
E-mail: ali@sonningdrivers.plus.com 

www.sonning.net/alispond.html  

Sonning & Charvil 
 services 

www.sonningparish.org.uk/docs.htm  

Sonning Parish Council www.sonning-pc.gov.uk 

Sonning Club www.btinternet.com/~sonning_club/news.html  

Sonning 
archive.museophile.sbu.ac.uk/sonning  

www.sonning.net  

Sonning & Sonning Eye 
Society 

www.sonning.org.uk  

Sonning Art Group www.sonningartgroup.org.uk  

Sonning School www.sonningprimaryschool.co.uk  

Twyford Bridge Club http://www.twyfordbc.co.uk  

 
 

mailto:ali@sonningdrivers.plus.com
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JANETTE HAMMOND    

BEAUTY        THERAPY  

 

× Waxing  

× M anicures & Pedicures 

× Facials 

× Make-up    

× Lash & Brow Tinting   

× Perfume making   

× Massage 

 

28 Hilltop Road, Earley,  

Reading.   RG6 1DA  

Telephone:  0118  926  2365 
 

 

 

 

Holiday in  

Mallorca  
 

Apartment to let  
Privately owned  

Comfortable with all mod Cons  

On sea shore overlooking  

The Bay of Palma. 

Swimming Pool. 

Two Twin Bedrooms ð one en-suite  

From £350 per week.  

Over 75% are repeat visits  

For further informatin phone  

Daphne & Keith Nichols  

0118 969 4628  
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Dr Cosmetic Clinic at Spire Dunedin Hospital 
 

Look and feel rejuvenated with increased 
confidence  

 
Our treatments include: 
 

¶ Wrinkle reducing injections(known as BotoxÊ) 

¶ Dermal fillers to replace lost volume 

¶ Chemical peel skin rejuvenation 

¶ Hair loss advice and treatment 

¶ Removal of moles, warts and other skin lesions 

¶ Rapid and flexible Private GP consultations 

¶ Access to full range of tests, X-Rays and Specialist Consultants 

¶ All treatments undertaken by qualified doctors only 

Dr Cosmetic offer a wide range of modern cosmetic treatments that are 
non invasive, safe and can produce dramatic natural looking results by 
enhancing your natural features, smoothing fine lines and wrinkles and 
removing blemishes, bringing back your natural beauty 
 
All our cosmetic doctors are regulated by the GMC, undertake 
regular training and fully insured with the MDDUS 
 

A service you can trust 
 

Clinics held at: 
 

Dr Cosmetic Clinic         Radiance Clinic        Permanent Beauty Clinic 
Spire Dunedin Hospital        Within Asda Mall       52 London Street 
16 Bath Road         Lower Earley        Reading 
Reading          Reading         Berkshire 
RG1 6NS          RG6 5TT         RG1 4SQ 
Tel: 0118 955 3491         Tel: 0118 987 4620       Tel: 0118 958 5558 

 
Visit our website at:    www.drcosmetic.co.uk 

 

 

http://www.drcosmetic.co.uk/
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Small job n eeds doing? 
 

A couple of roof tiles missing?  
Re-fix or repair guttering?  

 

Give me a ring on  
0118 944 000 0 

 

I will see if I can help you  
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I.S. CURTAINS GALORE 
Transform your Home with Handmade Cur tains, Blinds,  
Wall and Floor Coverings, Soft Furnishings, and Fabrics  

 

07710 528274 or 0118 958 1013  
www.innersanctuary.co.uk  

 

 

 

{ƻƴƴƛƴƎ !ǳǘƻΩǎ 
 

MOT, servicing, bodywork 
Welding, recovery, breakdown 

New tyres, paintwork,  
insurance work. 

 

0118 969 3933 or  
07919 844 699 

      Andy 

 

BW Electrical  
 

From New Plugs to total rewire 
General plumbing 
General handyman 
Based in Sonning  

 

Call 0118 969 3933 or 07593295104 
Bob 
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WHITE MARQUEES 
 

 

 All proceeds used for funds of 1st Sonning Scout Group 
Suitable for all events, parties, fetes etc.  

 

We Deliver, Erect, Take Down and Collect!  
Suggested donation of only £175 - Discount for Registered Charities  

 

Tel. Billie 07718 679827 ð email : Marquee@sonningscouts.co.uk 

mailto:Marquee@sonningscouts.co.uk
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The Ivy 
Of Sonning  

 
 

Fine Indian Dining  

Tea Rooms 
 

6 High Street  

Sonning 

Berkshire RG4 6UP  
 

0118 969 7676  
 

To avoid disappointment, please reserve your table in advance.  
 

Open 7 days a week, including Bank Holidays  
 

 


