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MILES & DAUGHTERS 

 

Independent Funeral Directors 
 

Your local family owned and run complete funeral service 
 

Adam Miles FRSA DipFD MBIFD 

 
Serving Twyford, Maidenhead 
 and all surrounding villages 

 

Free, no obligation home visits, advice and assistance. 
 

“Our Family Serving Your  Family” 
 

Male & Female funeral directors,  
available to help and assist you at all times 

 
Please feel free to contact us or visit our homely  

and discreet premises at any time. 
 
 

The Old Clock House, Station Road, TWYFORD 
 

0118 934 5474 
 

Day & Night Service 
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The Parish of Sonning 
 

The ancient parish of Sonning, originally extending from Sonning Common to 
Sandhurst was one of the great blocks of land handed over to the Church in 
the 7th century. In 909 A.D. Sonning with Ramsbury, became a separate 
bishopric, the Bishop of Ramsbury/ Sonning maintaining a riverside Hall in 
the village. In 1075 the see was transferred to Old Sarum, ultimately 
Salisbury, whose bishops had their own Palace on the same site as the Saxon 
Hall until 1574, when the manor was transferred to the Crown. 

 

St Andrew's Church in the heart of the village was founded in Saxon times - 
probably by Birinus, first bishop of Dorchester-on-Thames. It was largely 
rebuilt in 1852, during the incumbency of Canon Hugh Pearson; it was he who 
founded the Sonning Parish Magazine in 1869. 
 

The White Hart Hotel, now known as The Great House, and partly 17th 
century, stands on the site of older buildings including the home of 'Elias the 
Ferryman' mentioned in a deed of 1100. The French Horn Hotel, in Sonning 
Eye, was built in the 1880s in front of the original old inn - now Bridge House 
- and its farm buildings. The Bull Inn, belonging to the Church, was originally 
known as Church House, a guesthouse for pilgrims to medieval St Sarik's 
Chapel in St Andrew's. Also adjoining the church is Deanery Garden one of Sir 
Edwin Lutyen's best-known country houses built at the turn of the century, 
just above the site of the ancient residence of the Deans of Salisbury who 
regularly visited Sonning, the parish being a 'Dean's Peculiar'. 
  

Sonning Mill produced a regular supply of flour from Saxon time until 1969, 
after which it was converted into a 'Dinner Theatre', the first of its kind in 
Britain. The Pearson Hall is the principal venue for village functions 
 

Within the village boundaries lie the Reading Blue Coat School at Holme Park 
(once the home of the Lord of the Manor) Sonning Church of England Primary 
School, King George's Field and other sports grounds, and Reading University 
Farm - all of which help to preserve the rural atmosphere of Sonning, the 
centre of which is now a conservation area. 
 

The civil parish of Charvil is of relatively recent origin but the land on which 
it lies has long been part of the ecclesiastical parish of Sonning. In the 18th 
and 19th centuries it consisted of Charville Farm and a few cottages, which 
lay between the villages of Sonning and Twyford and adjacent to the London 
to Bath highway.  
 

The development of Charvil began between the two World Wars, particularly 
after the new A4 road was constructed in the 1920s bypassing Twyford, and 
was accelerated after 1945. To meet the needs of this increasingly large 
community, St Patrick's dual-purpose Church and Hall was consecrated and 
opened in 1952; it remains within the ecclesiastical parish of Sonning. It was 
considerably extended and refurbished in 2001. 
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St Andrew's Sonning Contacts 

Clergy: Vicar Rev Jamie Taylor 

The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR 

(day off Thursday) 

 

969 3298 

Associate Vicar Rev Michael Forrer,  

6 Park View Drive South, Charvil, RG10 9QX 

 

934 1989 

Licensed Lay 
Ministers 

Mr D. G. Sims (Emeritus) Vine Cottage,  

Pound Lane, Sonning, RG4 6XE 

 

969 3151 

Mr R. J. Peters, Elm Gables, Parkway Drive, 
Sonning, RG4 6XG 

 

969 3589 
   

Wardens: Mr Mark Jordan. Email: mark.jordan@talktalk.net 940 1431 

 Mr Terry Hunt. Email: 
twghunt@btopenworld.com 

934 1062 

 Prof J. M. Stansfield (Emeritus) 

Email: Copynook1@aol.com 

 

934 1762 
   

Deputies: Mrs Molly Woodley.  969 2773 

 Kay Cohen. 901 7693 

 Ruth Warms. 934 9218 
   

Parochial Church Council: 

Secretary: Mrs Shirley Chard 969 8086 

Treasurer: Mr John Scoble,  926 5138 

Gift Aid: Mrs Pat Livesey,  

Email: pat.livesey@yahoo.co.uk 

 

961 8017 
   

Parish Magazine:  

Editor:   Mr Gordon Barnett 969 6693 

Advertising:  Mrs Nicky Clark 947 1312 

Circulation: Mrs Pat Livesey 961 8017 
   

Organist & 
Choirmaster 

Mr David Duvall. Email: davidduvallx@aol.com 07855  
947 104 

   

Bookings St Sarik Room: Mrs Sonia Boyles 969 2428 

 St Patrick's Church Hall: Debbie Knox 969 4470 
   

Parish Admin Sonia Boyles: standrews.sonning@btinternet.com 969 2428 
   

Internet 
Addresses: 

http://www.sonningparish.org.uk 

Editor:          gordon.barnett@talktalk.net 

Advertising:  nickypryce@btinternet.com  

Vicar:           revjaft@yahoo.co.uk 
 

mailto:pat.livesey@yahoo.com
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Forthcoming Events 

Date What’s on? Page 

7 Jan Sonning Art Group AGM 27 

11 Jan Footprints coffee morning 21 

15  Jan Parish walk 25 

15 Jan Sonning & Warren Conservatives Winter Drinks R 

5 Feb RNLI music evening 26 

19 Feb Sonning Scouts quiz night 24 

Notes: Deadline, February issue: 4.00 pm  Friday, 28th January 2011 
R = Reminder from previous issue.  
D = Diary entry. 
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Regular Services 
 

St Andrew‟s, Sonning 
 

Sundays 8.00 am Holy Communion (Prayer Book) 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

5th  

10.30 am Family Service 

Parish Eucharist 

Family Communion 

Parish Eucharist 

Parish Eucharist 

1st  

2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th 

6.30 pm Holy Communion 

Evensong 

Wednesday 10.00 am Holy Communion 
 

St Patrick‟s, Charvil 

Sundays 9.30 am Family Service, Third Sunday of the month 

Holy Communion, second and fourth Sundays 

Worship Service other Sundays. 
 

Sunday School 9.30 am except third Sunday of the 
month 

 

If you would like to arrange a Church Service in St Andrew’s Church you are asked to 
contact Sonia Boyles, the Parish Administrator for Baptisms. Sonia can also be contacted 
by email at: standrews.sonning@btinternet.com. For Weddings and funerals, contact the 
vicar on 0118 969 3298.  

 
The Vicar‟s Letter 

 

Dear friends, 
 

First of all, may I wish you a very happy New Year. I want to use this first 
letter of the year to brief you on a proposal that has been taking shape over 
the last two years by which, if it comes to fruition, would greatly enhance 
both the way we operate as a parish, and the way in which we can serve our 
community. 
 

St. Andrew‟s church has stood in the heart of Sonning for over 900 years, 
with clergy and lay people faithfully serving the village through the 
generations. There is a timelessness about the building and churchyard 
which many value, and in an age when so much is changing, there is 
something precious in that continuity. We are rightly proud of this heritage, 
and indeed of how we continue to serve the village, and those who, from 
further afield, are drawn to us. 
  

The church building is the focal point for Sunday worship in Sonning and is 
used extensively for weddings and other significant events in life. The 
welcome addition of the St. Sarik room provides church members with 
accommodation for midweek meetings, and occasionally village 

mailto:standrews.sonning@btinternet.com
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organisations also make use of it. However it is a small venue, and its 
usefulness is quite limited.  
 

The Church of England, since the 2004 report to the General Synod „Mission 
Shaped Church‟, has been encouraging churches to assess all the ways in 
which they reach out to their communities. One of the ways recommended 
for doing this is to ask the question, “What happens in and around our 
churches for the other six days of the week?” In Sonning, apart from evening 
meetings, weddings and the odd funeral, the actual premises are used very 
little. Certainly the ministry team and pastoral visitors are busily fulfilling 
their ministries in the community, and the wardens, verger, garden team 
and others are faithfully tending to the building and grounds, but in no way 
can it be said that we are using our „church plant‟ for practical service of 
the community in any meaningful way, other than leaving the church open 
for prayerful visitors and tourists. Of course, it has to be said that an 
ancient parish church, with one small meeting room, is actually quite 
limited in what it can do in service of the community. 
 

This question of „what happens on the other six days‟ actually serves as a 
fairly reliable barometer for the spiritual health of a church family, not just 
specifically related to the church building, but also to the extent that 
church members get together in the week for prayer groups, bible studies 
and the like.  
 

As part of the PCC „vision process‟ that took place in response to my 
appointment in 2008 and the parish profile document, a review took place 
of the facilities for children‟s work, particularly related to the cramped 
conditions in the St. Sarik room. Some consultations have taken place about 
the possibility of a new building, and some interesting ideas have been 
circulated. This was just a first step on a journey that has led us to look at 
an altogether more ambitious project, and one that could be of significant 
benefit to the wider community for many years to come. 
 

The prayerful vision is to erect a building, in honour of the Diamond Jubilee 
of Her Majesty the Queen, on the former scrubland around the gardener‟s 
shed and bonfire area which would incorporate a medium sized hall, a 
kitchen, an informal cafe-style meeting area, an office for the parish 
administrator and storage space. Plans are at an early stage, and we are 
keen to consult widely in order to bring about the best possible outcome. 
Certainly we can say at the outset that the design of the building will be 
absolutely in keeping with the other architecture in our churchyard. 
 

This building would be open every morning, with the parish administrator 
present as a focal point. There could be a daily coffee hour where a rota of 
volunteers provides refreshment for those who wish to drop in, specifically 
parishioners rather than tourists. This has proved very popular in other 
churches, and as well as providing support and company on a regular basis, 
it would add a new cohesive focus for the village. In line with what is 
happening in more rural areas, there would also be the possibility of a Post 
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Office Counter or other village facility, although no formal conversations 
have taken place as yet. There would be a weekly or bi-monthly lunch club 
for senior citizens, with church members and villagers asked to give 
something back in voluntary service. At the other end of the age range, this 
new facility would greatly enhance what is achievable in our work with 
children and, hopefully with teenagers. One new idea that we could explore 
which works well at a church in Reading is a „Dads‟ toddler‟s group‟ on 
Saturday mornings. This provides an opportunity for fathers to spend time 
with their children and meet other Dads in a Christian context. 
 

In terms of the complex administration of this busy parish, we are hampered 
by not having an office as a base for our administrator. Other parishes in the 
Deanery which have significantly smaller electoral rolls and fewer 
occasional offices (weddings/baptisms and funerals) have such facilities, 
and this greatly improves efficiency and enables a more professional 
approach. As well as this, it would be invaluable, both administratively and 
pastorally, to have someone on site, during regular fixed hours, who acts as 
the public face of the parish on behalf of the clergy and PCC. 
  

Finally, the facilities would also be available for groups and clubs to hire, 
and for private use, although with fairly tight restrictions, bearing in mind 
its sensitive location.  
 

This building would enable St. Andrew‟s to serve the parish in new ways, 
both practically and spiritually. It would constitute a significant investment 
in building up and preserving Sonning‟s community life, and in doing these 
things it would also have the advantage of providing the village with an 
appropriate, long lasting and functional monument to 60 years of faithful 
service from our Queen.  
 

We shall of course keep the parish informed of developments and would 
welcome input as plans proceed. 
 

Best wishes, 
 

Jamie 
 

Notices 
 

A prayer for our new Priests  
               

God our Father, send your Holy Spirit to fill us with vision, energy and 
prayer. Help us to be faithful to You in our work, in our churches and in our 
community. We ask for guidance and discernment for all involved in 
selecting our new priests. And may, even now, your Spirit move in the 
hearts of those who will be called here to serve.  
 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
 

Amen. 
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Magazine Price: Would all readers please note that for cost reasons, this 
magazine is now priced at 40p per copy. Thank you for your understanding. 
 
Jamie 
 

Admission of new choristers 
 

 
On Sunday November 28th five new 
choristers were admitted into the 
Junior Choir at a special evensong 
for St. Andrew's day. Pictured are 
Abbi Hall, Rebecca Smith, Eleanor 
Garthside, Steffi Carr, Freya Hunt. 
 

The Junior Choir sings at the family 
service on the first Sunday of the 
month, and will be invited to sing 
at the new family communion 
service on the third Sunday of the 

month. A fee is paid to the members for these duties, and there is also the 
possibility of singing at weddings, once a certain standard has been 
attained. New members are always welcome. Please contact me on 07855 
947104 if you are interested. 
 

David Duval 
 

St Andrew‟s Church Tower Roof 
 

The old lead roof of our tower leaks when it rains. A temporary cure with 
silicon sealant has stopped the leaks, but the lead is cracked in many places 
and the patches that were “welded” on have in their turn cracked. The 
Friends of St Andrew’s have agreed to fund the reroofing to modern 
specifications with traditional materials. The Diocese has issued a Faculty to 
permit the works. Scaffolding will be erected on the West or South face of 
the tower on January 4th 2011. Work will take four to six weeks depending 
on what is revealed under the lead and upon the weather. There should be 
no disruption to Church Services nor yet to bell ringing. The clock strike may 
be out of action for a period. 
 

Whilst this work is done, the modern, but disintegrating wind vane is being 
replaced with a corrosion resistant facsimile. The clock bell enclosure is 
being improved, together with the enclosure of the stair head. As part of 
the project, the flag pole has been checked by specialists and a new halyard 
fitted. 
 

The PCC wishes to record its appreciation of the Friends of St Andrew’s for 
their support with this project. 
 

Terry Hunt 
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Charvil Chatter 
 
I wonder, what was the best thing that happened to you in the past year?  
So too, as we move into 2011, what would be the best thing that could 
happen to you?   
 

Looking back over the past year there were several really good events. Top 
of my list was the release of Dr Aung San Suu kyi from house arrest in 
Burma, although she is still under 24 hour surveillance.  Every word, every 
movement and every contact is noted but typically peacefully courageous 
she takes no notice. The military elected government no doubt is looking for 
any excuse to re-impose her house arrest. Pray for her and her family of two 
sons. Number two on my list was the miraculous release of the Chilean 
miners from their underground prison. The scenes of joy on being reunited 
with their families were marvellous to behold.  Thank God.  Next on my list 
was the visit of Pope Benedict to the UK, which to my mind was a positive 
act of humility and reconciliation. The service in Westminster Abbey was a 
spiritual milestone in ecumenical relations. The participation of all faiths, 
denominations and genders in the service was a remarkable significant 
sight. Thank God. Last, but no means least, was the announcement of the 
engagement of Prince William and Kate Middleton after a long courtship. 
Thank God.   
 

On the downside, nearer to home in a small but growing congregation at St 
Patrick‟s, we have said farewell to two wonderful stalwart spiritual pillars, 
Peggy Lott and Joan Tarplet, whose faithfulness and commitment to God 
and their fellow human beings is an inspirational legacy of Christian love.  
Thank God, and pray for their families. 
 

By way of contrast we are overjoyed over the engagement of Bob Peters, 
our lay minister, and Sue Bilton, our premier chorister. We look forward to 
celebrating their wedding on January 22nd in St Andrew‟s. We wish them 
every blessing and happiness for their future life together. Thank God and 
pray for them. 
 

When it comes to prediction who knows the future? Answer, God alone.  
However we travel in the hope that peace and goodwill in the aftermath of 
celebrating the birth of the Saviour and redeemer of the world will be at 
the top of our predictable agenda as we seek and work to do God‟s will. 
Pray for the future. 
 

A note for your diaries: On Sunday, 30th January, the visiting preacher at our 
9.30 am service will be Rev Dr Jonathan Mobey. 
  

We wish you every blessing for 2011. 
 
Love and prayers 
Michael & Family 
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From the Registers 
 
Baptisms 
28th Nov:  Daniel James Wright 
12th Dec:  Lexie Mercedes Cassidy Taylor Anastasia Cassidy 
 
Weddings 
4th Dec:  Russell Mark Herbert and Emma Jane Lazenby 
 
Funerals 
14th Dec:  Michael John Loudwell 
15th Dec:  Doris Woodward 
 

What goes on at St Patrick‟s 

I guess there must be many of you who have never visited St Patrick‟s, after 
all it‟s not on the Berkshire round of listed buildings, Nikolaus Pevsner 
didn‟t give it a mention in his 46 volumes and the National Trust have yet to 
make us an offer.  Ok it‟s a 1950‟s utility job given a facelift in 2000, but 
what goes on there, apart from the Sunday morning God spot?   

Well it‟s very heavily used by the locals.  Come here any morning in school 
term time and you‟ll find it overrun with pre-school kids.  I peek out from 
under my cover and watch „em sticking, painting and playing in preparation 
for launch into the world of education.  We even get the odd Ofsted 
inspector round, that‟s scary.  We‟ve other groups of kids here as well.  
There‟s a very enthusiastic drama group that meets about 3 times a week, 
the Rainbows, Brownies and Guides are here as well.  We also house the 
Charvil Art group, the Senior citizens, a Flower club and a Postcard 
collecting club.  It‟s an eclectic mix. 

However, it is a Church, its main function is to provide a place of worship in 
Charvil, and there are a lot of Church activities planned for 2011, as well as 
the 9:30 Sunday morning services.   
 
Sat 19th March: Children‟s event in the morning 

Irish feast in the evening 
Sun 20th March: Song‟s of Praise” for St Patrick‟s Day (6.30 pm) 
Sat 23rd April: Easter eve Walk, Barbeque and Vigil Service 
Sat 14th May: Christian Aid concert” (7.00 pm) 
 
More details of these and other events will appear in the pages of this 
august publication.  Keep a look out.  Can I wish you all a happy and 
peaceful 2011? 
 

Joanna (the St Patrick‟s Pianner) 
 
 



 21 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
For all those  
dealing with the 
loss of a loved one, 
redundancy, divorce,  

or separation 
 
 

Come and join us at an informal coffee 
 

 morning on the second Tuesday of the month 
 

 at 11.00am in the St Sarik Room of 
 

St. Andrew‟s Sonning 
 

(January 11th 2011) 
 

An opportunity to meet with others facing the  
 

many pressures of bereavement and loss 
  

 
 



 22 

The Diamond Jubilee 2012 
 
In 2012, Her Majesty the Queen will celebrate with her subjects all over the 
world the Diamond Jubilee of her accession to the throne. We in Sonning 
are already beginning to think about what we should be doing and to this 
end an ad hoc steering committee has been set up to consider the options 
for the village and how it can all be funded. At the moment, the members 
and the organisations they represent are: 
 

The Parish Council:    Mark Green 
The Church:    Rev Jamie Taylor (Chair) 
      Terry Hunt (Wardens) 
Blue Coat School:   Mike Windsor 
Pearson Hall Committee:  Lesley Bates 
Sonning Glebe WI:   Barbara Carr 
Festival:     Lynn Woodhouse 
Scarecrow committee:   Malcolm Stansfield 
Regatta committee:   Steve Chapman  
Twinning:     Beth Dixon 
British Legion:    Gordon Barnett 
Sonning & Sonning Eye Society: Penny Feathers 
Primary School:    Lesley Green 
PCC:      Tom Farncombe 
Street Party:    Judy Baldwin 

 
The dates of the National celebration and thus the Sonning events as well 
will be the weekend of Saturday, 2nd June to Tuesday, 5th June, not the 
traditional last weekend of May. Taking into account that the consensus was 
to preserve the general format of the Sonning Festival weekend as much as 
possible, the outline programme is looking like: 
  
 Sat 2nd June: Regatta 
    Evening event at the Sonning Club 
 Sun 3rd June: Special morning service at St Andrew‟s 
    Scarecrow Trail (A Jubilee theme?) 
    Open gardens 
    Elegant Picnic evening 
 Mon 4th June: Scarecrow Trail 
    Open Gardens 

“Proms in the Park” and fireworks evening at Blue 
Coat School  

Tue 5th June: Afternoon street party in Pearson Road 
 

In addition, it is the intention to mark the occasion with a permanent 
landmark for everyone to enjoy, including visitors and the general public for 
the years to come. The committee is investigating the provision and 
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installation of a wall mounted clock, probably with two faces, and markings 
suitable to the event for the outside wall of The Pearson Hall. 
 
Clearly, this note cannot describe all the work that has already been done, 
or the tasks still to come, but future bulletins will add to this outline. In the 
meantime, if you think an organisation has been left off the list of those 
above, but should be represented, or you wish to participate in some way 
yourself, or have any ideas for fundraising, please do pass them to the 
editor of this magazine, who will then table your thoughts at the next 
available meeting of the Steering Committee. His contact details 
(preferably email) are on page 13. 
 

The Steering Committee 
  

Spectacles 
  
I am pleased to report that 168 pairs of spectacles have been collected this 
year in the Parish.  The glasses will be overhauled and sent to eye hospitals 
in Kosovo and India by the charity Hope & Aid Direct.  The box will continue 
to be in the porch at St Andrew‟s during the coming year and all spectacles 
broken or not will be appreciated by this very worthwhile local charity. 

                                                                                                                 
Norma McGready. 

 
Sonning Baby and Toddler Group 

 
 

The group meets at the Pearson Hall every Friday between 9:30 and 11:30 
(including school holidays), are seeking a volunteer within the community 
who would be happy to come and serve tea and coffee to the mums and 
juice and biscuits to the children, then wash and dry up afterwards.  If you 
are interested, please call:  

Miranda Aston on 0118 966 5352 or  
Karen Crow on 0118 969 2036 

 
Miranda Aston 

 
Thames wins “World Cup” for rivers! 

 
The River Thames has been selected out of a record number of entries from 
across the world as the winner of the A$350,000 International Theiss 
Riverprize, which celebrates outstanding achievement in river management 
and restoration. This is the largest environmental award in the world! 
 
In the competition‟s finals, our beloved and historic river was up against the 
world-famous Yellow River in China, Hattah Lakes in Australia, and the 
Smirnykh Rivers Partnership from Russia.  
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The Thames scooped the prize thanks to its dramatic recovery from a 
biologically dead river in London in the 1950‟s to today‟s thriving waterway; 
teeming with fish, and with healthy otter and sea trout populations. The 
chemical quality of the rivers within the Thames catchment classed as „Very 
Good‟ or „Good‟, has improved from 53% in 1990 to 80% in 2008, while the 
estuary supports viable shellfisheries and is a nursery ground for commercial 
sole and bass stocks. The numbers of fish are increasing, with 125 species 
now recorded, including internationally important smelt and shad.  
 
I had the great honour of leading the Environment Agency's bid to win this 
prize and I raised funding and took holiday in Australia to present the bid 
and ultimately receive the trophy at a gala awards presentation dinner in 
Perth. As you can imagine this was a terrible chore, but someone had to do 
it!  
 
Over the last 150 years, the Thames has been to 
hell and back, and it has taken thousands of 
people from hundreds of organisations many 
decades to restore it to this point. We in 
Sonning, especially the members of the Sonning 
and Sonning Eye Society, can justifiably share in 
the celebration of this success. We are, in 
effect, joint custodians of this little stretch of 
the Thames and our care and vigilance in 
maintaining the river‟s wildlife, landscape and 
historic environment are all contributory factors 
to making the Thames the globally recognised, 
sustainably managed, world class river that it is 
today. 
 

Ali Driver 
 

Sonning Scout Group 
 
The Group will be holding their annual Quiz on Saturday 19th February 2011 
at Pearson Hall.  Doors open at 6:30 pm and first question will be at 7:00 
pm.  We aim to finish about 10:30 pm. Tickets are £6.00 each and include a 
meal.  There will be a pay bar available.  We do urge that you don‟t bring 
your own drink as this is a fund raising event. Teams of up to 8 are 
recommended; don‟t worry if you can‟t make a team we can always arrange 
for you to sit with others. 
 
For tickets call me on 07889 080134 or agsl@sonningscouts.co.uk 
 

Mike Watts 
 

 

 

mailto:agsl@sonningscouts.co.uk
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Karun Home and School in India 
  
Several Rotarians from the Rotary Club of Maiden Erlegh, accompanied by 
two from the Rotary Club of Loddon Vale, recently returned from the Karun 
home near Trichy in Southern India. This place is home for some 130 
children who eat, sleep and go to school there. When we arrived we were 
greeted with such a welcome from the children, all smiling and so happy to 
see us. It was overwhelming and quite emotional as these little people have 
so little in life. They sleep in large communal rooms, boys and girls 
separately, and where they keep their whole worldly possessions; consisting 
of a small box, a mat to sleep on and a plate to eat off. They wash their 
own clothes using water from the pump. It was very humbling to see these 
children ....no tears or tantrums...no fights or squabbles... just happy to 
see us. 
  
An IT facility for the school, including a server and desktop equipments, 
were funded by the Rotary Club of Loddon Vale and the new computer room 
was opened on this visit. 
  
Funds from St Andrew‟s Church have helped to maintain this place and we 
are very grateful to help support this project. There is still much work to do 
as some of the classrooms are not in use because they have been considered 
unsafe by the authorities. 
  
To finish on a happy note, one of the girls has just left the school and is 
training as a nurse. She needed to buy equipment, a stethoscope, scissors 
etcetera.  Another young girl is going to college, but she will still need 
support to buy books and other items. 
  
Thank you everyone from the children at Karun. 

  
Janette Crouch 

 
Parish Walk 

 
Jan 15th Meet at Clayfield Copse Car Park, Caversham Park Village, at 
10.15am (GR 725767) Walk of 4-5 miles. More info call 0118 926 8035 or 
0798 2048387. 

Jean Milbourn 

Reading & District Cigarette Card & Postcard Club 
 
The Club‟s AGM and Christmas Party took place at Charvil Village Hall on 
Thursday, 9th December, attended by 47 members. Coral Print, 
Chairman/lady, reviewed the highlights of the year, listing all the wonderful 
and varied talks given by our guest speakers, as well as evenings when club 
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members entertained us all by talking and illustrating their collecting 
interests. Treasurer, Roy Sheppard, reported that the Club‟s finances were 
healthy, buoyed up by the success of the Annual Fair held at Rivermead 
Leisure Centre in July. Membership stood at 80 members and four more 
joined the club during the evening, so we have a rising membership again! 
Presentations were made during the AGM to Jenny Jerrum who brews the 
tea and coffee twice monthly at meetings throughout the year, and 
Margaret Hussey, and Frances Starman who prepare the magnificent 
Christmas buffet each year.  
 
The „Phil Blow Trophy‟ was awarded to Michael Tubb for winning more 
times than anyone else throughout the year in the single card mini-
competition with 4 classes on a specified topic, which is a feature of every 
meeting. The „Brian Eighteen Award‟ for work and effort done on behalf of 
the club was presented to Ann Sheppard for her work behind the scenes for 
the Club and the Fair, as well as running the raffle and being on the „front 
desk‟ at every meeting, greeting everyone as they arrive. 
 
All the committee were re-elected for another year, and Ken Hussey was re-
appointed by the committee as President for a further three years. So, the 
rest of the evening was given over to enjoying the festive buffet and drinks, 
with the opportunity to take part in a written quiz devised by Tony Harden 
which tested member‟s knowledge of Christmas carols and hymns, the 
winner was Kim Fisher. Finally, every member received a prize from the 
free raffle, before departing into the cold night air, but aglow with festive 
club spirit.  
 

Roy Sheppard 
 

RNLI Sonning Branch: Talent Required 
 

On 5th February 2011 the RNLI is holding another of its famed Music Nights 
where locals perform in front of an audience that is full of respect for such 
talent!! The wine & beer help in the appreciation! So, if you would like to 
be considered to play for a ten minute slot, on this prestigious evening, 
telephone David Bates on 0118 969 7753. Please apply early as this is a very 
popular event. 
 

Lyn Woodhouse 
 

Sonning Floral Arrangement Society 
 

We started off with mulled wine then we set about an excellent Christmas 
lunch of roast turkey and all the trimmings; I am sorry for anyone who 
missed it. The AGM followed where it was announced that Ann Turner, who 
has been a member since 1979, is retiring from the committee and is now 
our Vice-president. The President is still Catherine Penny. Rose Prescott will 
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take Ann Turner‟s place on the committee. The Chairman, Brenda Jackson 
and the rest of the officers remain the same. 
 

The Christmas competition was won by Brenda Jackson and the overall 
yearly winners of the competition were first, Ann de Prato and second, Joan 
Wise. 
 

Apart from the excellent demonstrations and the occasional workshop which 
helps to keep the costs down, the society enjoys a summer lunch, a cream 
tea and a Christmas lunch as well as opportunities to go on various outings. 
A society to which it is worthwhile belonging. 
 

The Chairman said that, in an effort to maintain its high standard, it has 
been decided to increase the annual subscription to £15.00, plus a monthly 
entrance fee of £1.50 (visitors £5.00) payable at the next meeting on 
Thursday, 6th January 2011. Miranda Burki will be demonstrating “Eastern 
Delights” and the competition will be “Sugar and Spice”, which should be a 
dried arrangement. 
 

We look forward to a happy New Year. 
 

Jane Gascoine 
 

Sonning Art Group 
 

In November and December, the Group has continued to meet in the 
Pearson Hall on Friday afternoons, many finishing off Christmas cards and 
paintings as presents. The highlight in December was the annual Christmas 
Luncheon, held on the 10th. Once again, much is owed to those stalwarts 
who slaved over the turkey and provided excellent Christmas fare along 
with some Christmas cheer. The Christmas competition on the theme of 
Monopoly and other Christmas games was tricky! The new programme for 
2011 was handed out to members and the Chairman‟s Annual Report was 
also distributed. The new session starts on Friday January 7th and will 
encompass the AGM.  
 

In 2011, the Group will have 6 tutor sessions on a variety of topics from 
sponge painting to Chinese brush painting as well as use of coloured pencils, 
water colour and ink. We also intend to hold an exhibition of work in the 
Pearson Hall over the weekend of May 29th and 30th. Please visit our web 
site www.sonningartgroup.org.uk if you are interested in seeing the 
programme and in joining the Group. 
 

Please feel free to come along and see what the various members are doing 
- we meet between 1.00 and 4.00pm on a Friday at the Pearson Hall; cost is 
£2.50 a session and you just come when you can. 
 

Rob Farquhar 
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Sonning „Lorry Spotters Club‟ 
 

A team of hardy volunteers spent 5 
hours on the back water bridge on 
Wednesday 15th December checking 
for overweight goods vehicles. In the 
freezing cold only 3 vehicles were 
clearly identified as over the 7.5 
tonne limit and will be reported to 
Oxfordshire Trading Standards for 
further action to be taken and 
possible prosecution and heavy fines. 
Whilst there has been a noticeable 
decrease in the volume of heavy goods 
vehicles over the past year partly due 
to the vigilance of our intrepid 
volunteers the surveys must continue 
on a regular basis to ensure their 
presence signifies that Sonning is a no 
go area for such vehicles. 
 

If you would be prepared to join the 
team on an hourly rota system please 
call me on 0118 969 6762 for more 
information. 
 

Ken Peters  
 

Chernobyl Children‟s Lifeline – Help Needed 
  

The Chernobyl Children‟s Lifeline group was started locally, here in Sonning, 
in 1998 and has been regularly bringing children over from Belarus to 
improve their immune systems and give them 4 weeks fresh food and fresh 
air to help them recuperate. I started the group and chaired if for 7 years. 
  

Unfortunately, the local link group is in danger of closure as the current 
chairman (Chris Liebert) and his wife, Julie (vice-chair) are immigrating to 
Australia next year. The committee has sadly become rather depleted and 
none of the current members are willing to take on the leading roles and 
have expressed a wish to step down also. This leaves me as Area 
Coordinator just 3 months to find a new committee to stop the group from 
closing down. Is there anyone reading this that feels they could help us in 
any way, by taking a role on the committee? I am willing to explain what 
needs to be done, by whom and to support whoever takes on the roles, 
throughout their first year of finding their feet. If you think you can help, 
then please give me a call on 0118 969 8086 or email me on 
shirleychard@hotmail.com and I will get back to you. 
  

Shirley Chard 
 

 

 

mailto:shirleychard@hotmail.com
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Sonning & Sonning Eye Society 
 
As we start 2011, the Society has plans for a talk on the church bells in St 
Andrews on Saturday 19 March and a Thames walk with Alastair Driver on 
Monday 2 May. Later events may include a walk exploring old Woodley, 
which of course was part of the much larger parish of Sonning until the late 
1870‟s. In the meantime the Education Panel is working on the Wilfred 
Owen connection in Dunsden, also formerly part of the larger parish (did 
you see All Saints Church on the BBC in November?). So there has never 
been a better time to consider joining the Society, which is committed to 
promoting high standards of planning and architecture; informing the public 
about key features of the villages; and securing the preservation, 
protection, development and improvement of features of historic, natural 
or public interest in both Sonning and Sonning Eye. 
 
The membership year runs from January to December and our subscription 
remains modest at £5.00 for individuals and £8.00 for a household.  For all 
members who joined before September 2010, this note is also a gentle 
reminder that subscriptions are due for 2011. 
 
The Society‟s Executive would like to wish all readers of the Parish Magazine 
a Happy New Year and every success in 2011. 
 

Diana Coulter 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Wishing you all a very Happy New Year for 2011 
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Love thy Neighbour? 
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JANETTE HAMMOND   

BEAUTY        THERAPY 

 

 Waxing  

 Manicures & Pedicures 

 Facials 

 Make-up    

 Lash & Brow Tinting  

 Perfume making   

 Massage 

 

28 Hilltop Road, Earley,  

Reading.   RG6 1DA 

Telephone:  0118  926  2365 
 

 

 

 

Holiday in 

Mallorca 
 

Apartment to let 
Privately owned 

Comfortable with all mod Cons 

On sea shore overlooking 

The Bay of Palma. 

Swimming Pool. 

Two Twin Bedrooms – one en-suite 

From £350 per week. 

Over 75% are repeat visits 

For further informatin phone 

Daphne & Keith Nichols 

0118 969 4628 
  

 

 



 32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                In Association with       

 
  

 
 

Dr Cosmetic Clinic at Spire Dunedin Hospital 
 

Look and feel rejuvenated with increased 
confidence  

 
Our treatments include: 
 

 Wrinkle reducing injections(known as Botox™) 

 Dermal fillers to replace lost volume 

 Chemical peel skin rejuvenation 

 Hair loss advice and treatment 

 Removal of moles, warts and other skin lesions 

 Rapid and flexible Private GP consultations 

 Access to full range of tests, X-Rays and Specialist Consultants 

 All treatments undertaken by qualified doctors only 

Dr Cosmetic offer a wide range of modern cosmetic treatments that are 
non invasive, safe and can produce dramatic natural looking results by 
enhancing your natural features, smoothing fine lines and wrinkles and 
removing blemishes, bringing back your natural beauty 
 
All our cosmetic doctors are regulated by the GMC, undertake 
regular training and fully insured with the MDDUS 
 

A service you can trust 
 

Clinics held at: 
 

Dr Cosmetic Clinic         Radiance Clinic        Permanent Beauty Clinic 
Spire Dunedin Hospital        Within Asda Mall       52 London Street 
16 Bath Road         Lower Earley        Reading 
Reading          Reading         Berkshire 
RG1 6NS          RG6 5TT         RG1 4SQ 
Tel: 0118 955 3491         Tel: 0118 987 4620       Tel: 0118 958 5558 

 
Visit our website at:    www.drcosmetic.co.uk 

 

 

http://www.drcosmetic.co.uk/
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Small job needs doing? 
 

A couple of roof tiles missing? 
Re-fix or repair guttering? 

 

Give me a ring on 
0118 944 000 

 

I will see if I can help you 
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I.S. CURTAINS GALORE 
Transform your Home with Handmade Curtains, Blinds, 
Wall and Floor Coverings, Soft Furnishings, and Fabrics 

 

07710 528274 or 0118 958 1013 
www.innersanctuary.co.uk 

 

 

 

Sonning Auto’s 
 

MOT, servicing, bodywork 
Welding, recovery, breakdown 

New tyres, paintwork,  
insurance work. 

 

0118 969 3933 or  
07919 844 699 

      Andy 

 

BW Electrical  
 

From New Plugs to total rewire 
General plumbing 

General handyman 
Based in Sonning  

 

Call 0118 969 3933 or 07593295104 
Bob 
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WHITE MARQUEES 
 

 

 All proceeds used for funds of 1st Sonning Scout Group 
Suitable for all events, parties, fetes etc. 

 

We Deliver, Erect, Take Down and Collect! 
Suggested donation of only £175 - Discount for Registered Charities 

 

Tel. Billie 07718 679827 – email : Marquee@sonningscouts.co.uk 

mailto:Marquee@sonningscouts.co.uk
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The Ivy 
Of Sonning 

 
 

Fine Indian Dining 

Tea Rooms 
 

6 High Street 

Sonning 

Berkshire RG4 6UP 
 

0118 969 7676 
 

To avoid disappointment, please reserve your table in advance. 
 

Open 7 days a week, including Bank Holidays 
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FourJays Historic Buildings Consultancy 
 

Expert advice by qualified architectural historian/conservationist 
 
 

Building Recording (historical survey and analysis) 
Renovation/Restoration (materials and best practice techniques advice) 

Conservation Principles and Guidelines advice 
Planning and Listed Building Consent advice 

Recommendations for Skilled Craftsmen (including SPAB scholars) 
 
 

Contact: Nancy Sheridan Dip (Oxf) BA (Hons) MSc (ArchCon) PhD (in progress) 
Tel:  0118 947 2457 or 07736 364722 
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