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MILES & DAUGHTERS 

 

Independent Funeral Directors  
 

Your local family owned and run complete funeral service  
 

Adam Miles FRSA DipFD MBIFD 

 
Serving Twyford, Maidenhead 
 and all surrounding villages  

 

Free, no obligation home visits, advice and assistance . 
 

òOur Family Serving Your  Familyó 
 

Male & Female funeral directors,  
available to help and assist you at all times  

 
Please feel free to co ntact us or visit our homely  

and discreet premises at any time.  

 
 

The Old Clock House, Station Road, TWYFORD 
 

0118 934 5474 
 

Day & Night Service 
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We are here to help you in 2011. Contact us NOW!  

¶ Established local businesses. Owner-managed.  

¶ Quality products, outstanding customer service and value for money ς we often beat prices of 
the major suppliers! 

¶ Businesses that are committed to making Twyford a better place to live ς  
active supporters of the Twyford Village Partnership and local charities. 

 

 Contact  Phone/website  
 

Art  
 

Terri Jones (portrait & mural commissions)  
 

07717 532323 
terrijonesart.com  

 

Bathrooms 
 

Gerry Jones 
 

07973 173872 
 

Lisa at Tile & Bathroom Place  
 
0118 9320089 

 

Blinds & shutters  
 

Lisa at Thomas Sanderson 
 

0845 602 2731 
 

Carpets & floorin g 
 

Steve at Twyford Carpets 
 

0118 9343460 
 

Cleaning 
Kevin at Laundry Depot   

0118 9345772 
 

Deck cleaning &  
leaf clearing  

 

Russell at Block and Deck Cleaning Services  
 

0118 9344235 

 

Decorating  
 

David Chambers 
 

07760 122129 
 

Gerry Jones  
 

07973 173872 
 

Doors & windows  
 

Kevin, Twyford Windows  (new) 
 

0118 9344600 
 

David Hamilton  (repairs)  
 

07525 347079 
 

Electrics  
 

Chris at CPJ Electrics  
 

0118 3260396 
cpjelectrics.co.uk  

 

David Chambers 
 

07760 122129 
 

David at Westgate Electrical Services  
 

0118 9371277 
 

Gardens 
 

Graeme York Designs 
 

07719 795312 
graemeyorke.co.uk 

 

Lighting  
 

Paul at Twyford Lighting  
 

0118 9344550 
 

Moving house 
 

Edwin at Ackers, Clayton, Reeve  (Solicitors)  
 

0118 9828800 
 

Mullie  (Estate Agents) 
 

0118 9461422 
 

Picture framing &  
rest oration  

 

David at Century Framing  
 

0118 9340122 

 

Plumbing  
 

Gerry Jones  
 

07973 173872 
 

www.twyfordvillage.com  
 

Home Improvement 
businesses 

in the Twyford area  
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The Parish of Sonnin g 
 

The ancient parish of Sonning, originally extending from Sonning Common to 
Sandhurst was one of the great blocks of land handed over to the Church in 
the 7th century. In 909 A.D. Sonning with Ramsbury, became a separate 
bishopric, the Bishop of Ramsbury/ Sonning maintaining a riverside Hall in 
the village. In 1075 the see was transferred to Old Sar um, ultimately 
Salisbury, whose bishops had their own Palace on the same site as the Saxon 
Hall until 1574, when the manor was transferred to the Crown.  

 

St Andrew's Church in the heart of the village was founded in Saxon times - 
probably by Birinus, first  bishop of Dorchester-on-Thames. It was largely 
rebuilt in 1852, during the incumbency of Canon Hugh Pearson; it was he who 
founded the Sonning Parish Magazine in 1869. 
 

The White Hart Hotel, now known as The Great House, and partly 17th 
century, stands on  the site of older buildings including the home of 'Elias the 
Ferryman' mentioned in a deed of 1100. The French Horn Hotel, in Sonning 
Eye, was built in the 1880s in front of the original old inn - now Bridge House 
- and its farm buildings. The Bull Inn, b elonging to the  Church, was originally 
known as Church House, a guesthouse for pilgrims to medieval St Sarik's 
Chapel in St Andrew's. Also adjoining the church is Deanery Garden one of Sir 
Edwin Lutyen's best-known country houses built at the turn of the c entury, 
just above the site of the ancient residence of the Deans of Salisbury who 
regularly visited Sonning, the parish being a 'Dean's Peculiar'.  
  

Sonning Mill produced a regular supply of flour from Saxon time until 1969, 
after which it was converted i nto a 'Dinner Theatre', the first of its kind in 
Britain. The Pearson Hall is the principal venue for village functions  
 

Within the village boundaries lie the Reading Blue Coat School at Holme Park 
(once the home  of the Lord of the Manor) Sonning Church of  England Primary 
School, King George's Field and other sports grounds, and Reading University 
Farm - all of which help to preserve the rural atmosphere of Sonning, the 
centre of which is now a conservation area.  
 

The civil parish of Charvil is of relativel y recent origin but the land on which 
it lies has long been part of the ecclesiastical parish of Sonning. In the 18th 
and 19th centuries it consisted of Charville Farm and a few cottages, which 
lay between the villages of Sonning and Twyford and adjacent t o the London 
to Bath highway.  
 

The development of Charvil began between the two World Wars, particularly 
after the new A4 road was constructed in the 1920s bypassing Twyford, and 
was accelerated after 1945. To meet the needs of this increasingly large 
community, St Patrick's dual -purpose Church and Hall was consecrated and 
opened in 1952; it remains within the ecclesiastical parish of Sonning. It was 
considerably extended and refurbished in 2001.  
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St Andrew's Sonning Contacts  

Clergy:  Vicar Rev Jamie Taylor 

The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR 

(day off Thursday)  

 

969 3298 

Associate Vicar Rev Michael Forrer,  

6 Park View Drive South, Charvil, RG10 9QX 

 

934 1989 

Licensed Lay 
Ministers 

Mr Bob Peters, 26 Old Bath Road, Charvil,  

RG10 9QR. Email:  shalom@robertjpeters.com  

 

961 1188 

Mr D. G. Sims (Emeritus)  

Vine Cottage, Pound Lane, Sonning, RG4 6XE 

 

969 3151 
   

Wardens:  Mr Mark Jordan. Email: mark.jordan@talktalk.net  940 1431 

 Mr Terry Hunt. Email: 
twghunt@btopenworld.com  

934 1062 

 Prof J. M. Stansfield (Emeritus)  

Email: copynook1@aol.com 

 

934 1762 
   

Deputies:  Mrs Molly Woodley.  969 2773 

 Kay Cohen. 901 7693 

 Ruth Warms. 934 9218 
   

Parochial Church Council:  

Secretary: Mrs Shirley Chard 969 8086 

Treasurer: Mr John Scoble,  926 5138 

Gift Aid :  Mrs Pat Livesey,  

Email: pat.livesey@yahoo.co.uk 

 

961 8017 
   

Parish Magazine:   

Editor:   Mr Gordon Barnett 969 6693 

Advertising:  Mrs Nicky Clark 947 1312 

Circulation:  Mrs Pat Livesey 961 8017 
   

Organist & 
Choirmaster  

Mr David Duvall.  Email: davidduvallx@aol.com 07855  
947 104 

   

Bookings St Sarik Room: Mrs Sonia Boyles 969 2428 

 St Patrick's Church Hall: Kay Cohen 901 7693 
   

Parish Admin  Sonia Boyles: standrews.sonning@btinternet.com 969 2428 
   

Internet 
Addresses: 

http://www.sonningparish.org.uk  

Editor:          gordon.barnett@tal ktalk.net  

Advertising:  nickypryce@btinternet.com  

Vicar:           revjaft@yahoo.co.uk  
 

mailto:pat.livesey@yahoo.com
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Forthcoming Events  

Date Whatõs on? Page 

12 Apr ôFootprintsõ coffee morning 20 

13 Apr Annual Parochial Church Meeting 17 

16 Apr  Installation of Rt Revd Andrew Proud as Bishop of Reading R 

16 Apr Parish walk 23 

Easter dates See poster 21 

23 Apr Easter walk, BBQ and Vigil 17 

25 Apr Easter Egg Hunt, St Andrewõs 17 

14 May Christian Aid Concert 18 

18 May  Royal British Legion Sonning EGM 24 

21 May Tower Appeal auction of promises  21 

29/30 May Sonning Art Group Exhibition 22 

16 Jul ôHope to Albania ô garden party R 

25 Jul Sonning Cricket Club versus MCC 25 

10 Sep Vill age Produce Show R 

Notes:  Deadline, May issue : 4.00 pm  Friday, 2 2nd April 2011  
R = Reminder from previous issue. D = Diary entry. 
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Regular Services 
 

St Andrewõs, Sonning 
 

Sundays 8.00 am Holy Communion (Prayer Book) 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

5th  

10.30 am Family Service 

Parish Eucharist 

Family Communion 

Parish Eucharist 

Parish Eucharist 

1st  

2nd, 3 rd, 4 th and 5th 

6.30 pm Holy Communion 

Evensong 

Wednesday 10.00 am Holy Communion 
 

St Patrickõs,  Charvil  

Sundays 9.30 am Family Service, Third Sunday of the month 

Holy Communion, second and fourth Sundays 

Worship Service other Sundays. 
 

Sunday School 9.30 am except third  Sunday of the 
month 

 

If you would like to  arrange a Church Service in St Andrewõs Church you are asked to 
contact Sonia Boyles, the Parish Administrator for Baptisms. Sonia can also be contacted 
by email at: standrews.sonning@btinternet.com . For Weddings and funerals, contact the 
vicar on 0118 969 3298.  
 

The Vicarõs Letter  
 

Dear friends,  
 

In recent weeks there has been a spate of attacks on churches in this area. 
As well as the usual thefts of lead and other metals, much in ternal damage 
has been caused with safes being opened and valuable property stolen. As I 
write this we have still yet to be raided, although we have clear evidence 
that St. Andrewõs has been targeted. Regrettably, and with heavy hearts, 
we have decided to keep the church locked for the time being. Please be 
patient with us. We are well aware of how many people value the 
opportunity of popping in at different times of the day, and we are 
determined to find a way of allowing this in the future. In terms of 
immediate measures, we have installed an alarm and are in the process of 
improving lighting around the churchyard. With a number of other steps 
that are yet to be finalised, we hope that we can get back to normal in the 
not too distant future.  
 

Needless to say, we are all disgusted by the actions of these criminals, and 
very much hope that the Police catch them, providing they are still in this 
area. Our churches stand as beacons of light, love and peace in our 
communities, and there is something particularl y upsetting when they are 

mailto:standrews.sonning@btinternet.com
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violated in this way. Please do all keep an eye out and report anything 
suspicious to the Police. It is a depressing state of affairs, to be frank.  
 

Despite this, there are some positive things to look forward to this month. 
We shall meet together on April 3 rd for our family services to celebrate 
Mothering Sunday, and then of course, after the preparation of Lent and 
Holy Week, we shall witness the empty tomb joy of Christõs resurrection. 
Although we shall be keeping our metaphoric al stone firmly in place at the 
entrance to St. Andrews for the time being, albeit without the Centurions 
on guard, I hope that we shall always resist the danger of allowing this 
present situation to cloud our outreach to the community. What is so sad 
about the image of a locked, fortress effect church, is that for a Christian 
community to be effective, it must reach out, with a warmth of welcome.  
 

Circumstances have dealt us an unfortunate knock in our desire to be truly 
welcoming on every level, but of c ourse, our buildings are only part of the 
story. Throughout history, the Christian church has suffered much more 
than the passing crime wave that we are experiencing, and, undeterred, has 
continued through the centuries in service of those it is called to minister 
to. There is no difference now, and we continue in our resolve to find new 
and imaginative ways of being of service to the parish.  
 

At the end of the month, once the Easter Egg hunt has revealed all the 
hidden goodies in our church yard on Monday 25th, we shall enjoy the 
spectacle of the wedding of Prince William and Catherine Middleton. We 
have watched our future King grow from a cute little toddler, through the 
furnace of suffering and loss in his teenage years, into a man who has the 
makings of an impressive national figurehead. With his Berkshire Princess by 
his side I wish them well, with many years of happiness together.  
 

Warm wishes and a happy Easter, when it comes. 
 

Jamie  
 

Notices 
 

A prayer for our new Priests : God our Father, send your Holy Spirit to fill 
us with vision, energy and prayer. Help us to be faithful to You in our work, 
in our churches and in our community. We ask for guidance and discernment 
for all involved in selecting our new priests. And may, even now, your Spirit 
move in the hearts of those who will be called here to serve.  
 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
 

Amen.  
 

Duty Post:  In common with other parishes with similar posts on offer, we 
have not been able to compile a short list for the house for duty post. 
Clergy are not moving very much at the present time, and so we shall 
advertise later in the year. The plan is still to recruit the full time priest by 
the summer. Please remember this important process in your prayers.  
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Easter Egg Hunt : This year the hunt will take place  in part of the church 
yard. Children from 0 -11 are welcome.  Please RSVP Miss Alice Taylor on 
revjaft@yahoo.co.uk  if you plan to come. We assemble at 2 .00pm on April 
25th at the Vicarage and the hunt will be follow ed by an informal tea in the 
St. Sarik room. Please bring a plate of something for the tea.  
 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting:  All those who are part of our 
congregations are asked to attend this important meeting on April 13 th at 
8pm at St. Patrickõs. Elections are held for the position of churchwarden 
and for some PCC members and reports are given on the previous year. 
Drinks will follow.  
 

Michael Forrer  has announced that his last Sunday in the parish, prior to his 
retirement will be on June 26 th. There will be a farewell service at St. 
Andrewõs at 10:30am, with a social gathering at some stage that weekend. 
More details will follow.  
 

Parking in the churchyard:  Please note that parking in the churchyard on a 
Sunday is reserved for those who are infirm. To  those who are entitled to 
use this space, please remember not to park on the grass.  
 

Confirmation:  There will be a parish Confirmation on December 4 th at 
10:30am in St Andrewõs with the new Bishop of Reading. Preparation 
courses will begin for adults and young people in September. Please let the 
Vicar know if interested, in order to reserve a space.  
 

Easter Walk, BBQ and Vigil:  We set off from the Vicarage at 4 .00pm on 
Easter Saturday to walk along the river to Charvil  for a 5.00pm BBQ at St. 
Patrickõs,  followed by the Easter service of light at 7 .00pm. If you would 
like a ticket for the BBQ please purchase it after a service : Adults £5.00 
children £3.00 . 
 

Charvil Chatter  
 

Weddings, especially the royal wedding, are the flavour of the month and 
the start of the wedding season at St Andrewõs. This reminds me of a story: 
A young couple went to the church office to fill out a pre -marriage 
questionnaire. Sensing that the young bridegroom to be was particularly 
nervous, the vicar guided him gently through the qu estions. When they 
came to the question òAre you entering this marriage of your own free 
will?ó the groom-to-be hesitated for what seemed an eternity. Eventually 
the bride -to-be broke the silence by telling him firmly òPut down yesó  
 
Many are the weddings at St Andrewõs and they are invariably joyful and 
happy occasions. I always hope and pray that the couple do not have 
unrealistic expectations of one another and that they have thought and 
talked through most if not all the different aspects of marriage w hen they 
come to make their vows to each other; for better for worse; for richer for 
poorer; in sickness and in health and forsaking all others and keeping to 
each other. This represents their commitment to each other and to God 

mailto:revjaft@yahoo.co.uk
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when they are married in ch urch. No one should be mistaken into thinking 
that the marital relationship is any easier these days compared with past 
generations. The relationship has to be worked at to ensure that both 
parties donõt feel taken for granted. Pursuing and meeting the demands of 
different complimentary careers requires regular time to catch up with one 
another. Communication is vital in any relationship and frequently fails 
when assumptions are made by one or other of the partners.  Members of 
the royal family have found i t difficult to follow in the footsteps of their 
gracious and loving mum and dad whose faithful devotion to one another 
has been exemplary and which we will celebrate in 2012 jubilee year.  
 

So we wish Prince William and Kate every happiness and blessing for their 
special day and the future in what we hope and pray will be a lifelong union 
and a shining model and inspiration for us all to follow.  
 

Love from us  
Michael & Family  
 

From the Registers  
 

Baptisms 
  

27th Feb: Alexander James William Harvey  Isabela Grace Harvey 
Scarlett Elizabeth Harvey  

6th Mar:      Samuel James Hanks    Eva Mae Hanks 
   

Funerals  
  

2nd Mar: Raija Hille  
18th Mar: Joyce Ellis 
 

Christian Aid Concert  

Dear readers, well weõve been through the St Patrickõs Day events, and it 
was a very successful weekend. The Childrenõs Activity attendance 
exceeded expectations and I managed to avoid any sticky finger 
contamination, there was a full house and great atmosphere for the Irish 
Feast and the singing at the Songs of Praise was brilliant.  
 
So whatõs next I hear you ask?  Well itõs that time of year coming up again; 
the Christian Aid concert is on Sat 14th  May at St Patrickõs, 7.00 pm .   We 
promise you a great evening of entertainment ranging from the sublime to 
the cor blimey.  Iõll leave you to guess where I fit on that scale. Itõs all in a 
very good cause, the last time we ran one of these events in 2009 we raised 
over £700 for Christian Aid, with your support we can do even better this 
year.  Tickets are priced at £5 .00 for adults, £2 .00 for childr en with under 
5õs free and are available from Chris Easton on 0118 934 0795, via the 
Church wardens or even pay on the door. See you there; itõs the 
entertainment event of the year.  
 

Joanna (the St Patrickõs Pianner 
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For all those  
dealing with the  
loss of a loved one , 
redundancy, divorce,  
or separation  

 
 

Come and join us at an informal coffee  
 

 morning on the second Tuesday of the month  
 

 at 11 .00 am in the St Sarik Room of  
 

St. Andrewõs Sonning 
 

(April 12 th 2011) 
 

An opportunity to m eet with others facing the  
 

many pressures of bereavement and loss 
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Sonning Art Group  
 

Sponge painting was the subject of the Groupõs last tutor session, held on 
Friday 11 March 2011.  It was a technique that was new to the majority of 
our members, who embraced the methodology with great enthusiasm. The 
session was led by talented 17-year-old art student, Shana Teague. She 
demonstrated the technique with great skill and inspired the members to 
produce some lovely pictures of butterflies, frogs, birds a nd flowers.  
 
The Sonning Art Group meets every Friday in the Pearson Hall from 1.00 
p.m. to 4.00 p.m.  New members are always welcome. If you fancy doing a 
bit of painting with some tea, cake and chat, do come along.  
 
Our next tutor session is to be held o n Friday 8 April 2011, when renowned 
local artist John Yeo will be demonstrating the use of pastels. His subject 
will be ôThe Old Watermillõ at Mapledurham. Before then, members will be 
judging the many entries to the art competition that the Group organis es 
annually in conjunction with Sonning School. The subject this year is ôMy 
Favourite Toyõ. We plan to announce the names of the winners in the May 
edition of the Parish Magazine. At the end of May, the Group is to hold its 
first exhibition of the year. T his will be held in the Pearson Hall on Sunday 
29 May 2011 and Monday 30 May 2011. Further details will be given in next 
monthõs Parish Magazine. In the meantime, please make a note of the event 
in your diaries.  There will be a wide range of paintings to view, many of 
which will be offered for sale.  
 

Sue Bell 
 

Reading Cigarette Card & Postcard Club  
 
The meeting at Charvil Village Hall on February 10th was an evening when 
members brought along cards of int erest to show and talk about;  yet again 
it showed the diversity and depth of memberõs interests. Richard Howarth 
talked about Scottish shipping and piers illustrat ed on old postcards.  Mike 
Leeõs interest in local East Berkshire activities led him to talk animatedly 
showing some of his associated collection about Tony Vanwall who created 
the Vanwall racing team based  at Maidenhead in the late 1950 s with local 
driver Stirling Moss at the wheel.  Graham Wright talked about his latest 
collecting interest, WW1 Flag Day stamps, which most of the audience had 
never seen or heard of before. Coral Printõs interest in VC winners has 
recently been enhanced by the recent addition of seven framed postcards 
signed by the actual VC winners.  
 
The clubõs annual mini competition took place at St Patrickõs Church Hall on 
Thursday, February 24th, when members brought along a small display of a 
maximum of six cards on any subject beginning with the letter òFó. There 
were four classes and the winners were:  
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¶ Postcards:  Coral Print, consisting  of Edwardian shop fronts of a 
furrier, fu rniture retailer, fruit & veg greengrocer, florists, and a 
fishmonger. 

¶ Cigarette or Trade Cards : Coral Print with an entry on òThe Fairey 
Rotodyneó aircraft developed and test flown from nearby White 
Waltham airfield.  

¶ Mixed entry of Cigarette/Trade cards a nd Postcards:  Ken Hussey, 
òThe Flying Fleaó; a strange looking small light aircraft built during 
the 1930õs. 

¶ Ephemera:  Mike Lee, òFarmingó; items associated with his life as a 
farmer.  

 
Details about the Club and it s activities and the Annual Fair can be fo und on 
www.readingpostcards.com   or tel. 0118 969 5155. 
 

Roy Sheppard 
 

Sonning Floral Arrangement Society  
 

Nicolina Buschman gave us a good insight into ôA Working Day as a Floristõ. 
Whilst she explained the va rious aspects of design and types of flowers 
used, her assistant skilfully did the arrangements, and very nice they all 
were. In particular, one large arrangement of beautiful white and spray 
roses with asparagus fern was breathtaking and lovely to win as a raffle 
prize. How many times have you tried to do a hand -tied bunch? Well, she 
made it look easy and we all know a little bit more about it now.  
 

It is not an easy life being a florist; early mornings at the market; meeting 
deadlines; weddings, not just  serving in a shop, but very rewarding if you 
donõt mind hard work. They both deserved the loud applause they received 
at the end.  
 

For your diary.  
 

 14th April: Next meeting, when another Florist, Keri Harvey, will be 
demonstrating ôWedding Feverõ. The competition will be ôWhite Flowers in a 
Glassõ (that is any sort of glass, any size). 

16th June: Cream tea in a garden yet to be advised.  
  

Jane Gascoine 
 

Parish Walk 
 

April  16th Meet Hambledon, Stag and Huntsman car park GR 785865 at 10.15 
am. Hilly Walk, 5  miles.  More information, call me on 0118 926 8035 or  
07982 0483.  
 

Jean Milbourn  

http://www.readingpostcards.com/
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Royal British Legion, Sonning Branch  
 

Sink or Swim ð Your Branch is in Jeopardy  
 

Sonning Branch is liable to have lay up its Standard if a 
Chairman cannot be found within th e next six months. The 
Poppy Appeal collections will also cease if we do not find 
someone willing to take on the co -ordination of the Poppy 
collection effort as well.  

 

Donõt forget the Extraordinary General Meeting  at 2000hrs (8.00pm) on 
Wednesday 18th May 2011 in the Pearson Hall, Sonning: See you there.  
 

Gordon Barnett  
 

Sonning Cricket Club to run 10 teams in 2011!  
 
Yes, amazingly, Sonning Cricket Club has expanded from 4 sides to 10 in less 
than 4 years! For adult cricket we will be running the three le ague sides on 
Saturdays as before, but introducing a Sunday 2nd XI to enable some of our 
older junior players to gain on -field experience of senior cricket in the 
company of a few willing parents and regular club players. The Sunday 1 st XI 
will for the fir st time be playing league cricket and we will now be adding 
an U15s side to the 2 x U13s, U11s and U9s in the junior ranks. 
 
This significant expansion of course comes at a price, with the necessity to 
hire new facilities for practice and playing ð in our case Reading Blue Coat 
School and Berks County Sports, to add to our home ground at King Georgeõs 
Field. We also need a larger number of qualified coaches and more practice 
equipment for the juniors and so we are now busy seeking grants to help us 
to be able to afford these new commitments so that the youngsters in 
particular benefit from the experience. If anyone knows of local businesses 
which might be prepared to contribute to such a cause then do please let 
me know. 
 
I am also delighted to announce that  our main new sponsors for 2011 will be 
Clarks Legal and Sonning Landscapes ð many thanks to Dave Rintoul and 
Dave Collier for their valuable support.  
 
If there are any players out there who wish to join one of the biggest and 
best village cricket clubs in  the whole of the Thames Valley, thereõs still 
time to get some practice in before the start of the season! We will be 
continuing our indoor practice sessions at Blue Coat School on Tuesday 
evenings throughout April, with the juniors on from 6.00 -6.45 and the adults 
taking over from 6.45 till 7.45. Our first adult warm -up matches are on 23rd 
April, including the 1 st XI taking on the semi-professionals of Wokingham, 
and the junior teams will be getting going on the 1 st and 8th May. 
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Finally I should just giv e all interested readers the great news that we will 
be playing the MCC at Sonning for the first time in 35 years, when we host 
them on Weds 13th July. The match will start at 11.30 and we would love as 
many supporters to come along as possible to show just how important 
traditional village cricket is to the fabric of our thriving community.     
                

Ali Driver   
 

Sonning Glebe WI 
 

Our annual meeting was held on Monday 21st March and twelve members 
were elected to be on the committee for 2011/12. Vilna Hart won the 
competition plate again and our congratulations go to her. We have an 
increasing membership which is a very healthy situation to be in and ensures 
the future of Sonning Glebe WI.  If you are interested in joining Sonning 
Glebe WI please contact me on 01189 694897. 
 

Our annual quiz evening was well attended and the raffle proceeds of 
£80.00 went to our two charities, Thrive and Victim Support.  
 

During March our members have walked at Remenham. Half way round we 
had lunch at the Flower Pot inn which enabled us to catch our breath before 
doing the remainder of the walk.  Another walk is planned for this month at 
Dinton Pastures with lunch following at the Wheelwright Arms. Knit and 
Natter and Scrabble will be held as usual and we are introduc ing a play 
reading evening at the end of March.  
 

April sees a visit to Bletchley Park and The Swan Theatre at High Wycombe 
to see The Calendar Girls. Plans are going ahead for an outdoor Bowls 
evening at the end May in Woodford Park. A September theatre tr ip is also 
being organised. 
 

Molly Oakley  
 

Sonning and Sonning Eye Society  
 

Rob Needhamõs talk on bells and bell-ringing on Saturday 19th March in St 
Andrewõs Church drew a good crowd and was full of fascinating anecdotes. 
Despite the church being very col d, everyone thoroughly enjoyed it, and we 
sincerely hope that the Sonning bell -ringers will get some new learners to 
join them.  
 

For our next event you can join Alastair Driver for an afternoon walk along 
the Thames on Monday 2nd May, to enjoy the amazing variety of wildlife that 
flourishes there. You will look for signs of otters, river -dip for freshwater 
mussels and check out spring flowers in bloom, including our local speciality 
Loddon Lily and the Orange Tip butterfly's favourite food -plant, Hedge 
Mustard. There will be pond dipping at the Thames Valley Park wetland 
nature reserve and you might see grass snakes basking in the spring 
sunshine. Everyone will recognise the now rare Cuckoo but who can say they 
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know the difference between the songs of a Sedg e Warbler, Reed Warbler 
and Whitethroat? After this walk you will! Tickets priced at £3.00 (Society 
Members) and £4.00 (Non-Members) are available from Diana Coulter on 
0118 969 2132 or diana.coulter@mac.com. Keep your fingers crossed for dry 
weather, as we will end with tea at the Lock.  
 

Our summer members-only event will be a Champagne Tea on 26th June in 
Sonning Eye. More information will be available in future issues.  
 
The Conservation Area Appraisal project wi ll kick off at the Parish Council 
AGM next month. It is our aim to have the Appraisal ready for adoption by 
Wokingham Borough Council in May 2012. This project enables us to 
encourage as much active participation during this summer, when we hope 
many of you will pound the streets and paths and present us with your 
views. The project steering group will take all these views into 
consideration when it prepares a draft document for consultation during the 
autumn. Either come to the meeting on 25 th May in the Pearson Hall at 7.30 
pm to pick up an information pack or look out for the pack in the next 
Parish Council Newsletter or in the Societyõs newsletter Bridge or on our 
websites. This is a great opportunity to contribute your thoughts about the 
village in a co nstructive way and we look forward to working with you.  
 

Diana Coulter  
 

Rugby Football  
 

So, England took the Calcutta Cup  and the Six nations, but  ......  
 

Perhaps they should have taken heed of the All Blacksõ prayer by John 
Stewart that inspired New Zeala nd players: 
 

òAmen I say unto that whosoever shall pass the ball under conditions more 
advantageous to the opposition  than his own team will be cast aside.  
 

Verily let it always be that our defence will be desperate and those who set 
up second-phase play behind the forwards will feel the wrath of the 
Almighty.  
 

May we always remember to concentrate not on winning but on not losing.  
 

It shall come to pass that the ball will be kept ahead of the forwards, and in 
so doing may we always remember it can be done by passing or kicking, and 
kicking is simple. And as we consider these and other faults let us be 
mindful that he who adopts the involved dog position in the rucks shall be 
smote with a bucketful of water.  
 

From these sins and the national selectors may th e Lord protect us.  
Dominus tackle. Dominus tackle. Dominus tackle.  
 

Amenó 
 

mailto:diana.coulter@mac.com
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JANETTE HAMMOND    

BEAUTY        THERAPY  

 

× Waxing  

× Manicures & Pedicures 

× Facials 

× Make-up    

× Lash & Brow Tinting   

× Perfume making   

× Massage 

 

28 Hilltop Road, Earley,  

Reading.   RG6 1DA  

Telephone:  0118  926  2365 
 

 

 

 

Holiday in  

Mallorca  
 

Apartment to let  
Privately owned  

Comfortable with all mod Cons  

On sea shore overlooking  

The Bay of Palma. 

Swimming Pool. 

Two Twin Bedrooms ð one en-suite  

From £350 per week.  

Over 75% are repeat visits  

For further informatin phone  

Daphne & Keith Nichols  

0118 969 4628  
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Dr Cosmetic Clinic at Spire Dunedin Hospital 
 

Look and feel rejuvenated with increased 
confidence  

 
Our treatments include: 
 

¶ Wrinkle reducing injections(known as BotoxÊ) 

¶ Dermal fillers to replace lost volume 

¶ Chemical peel skin rejuvenation 

¶ Hair loss advice and treatment 

¶ Removal of moles, warts and other skin lesions 

¶ Rapid and flexible Private GP consultations 

¶ Access to full range of tests, X-Rays and Specialist Consultants 

¶ All treatments undertaken by qualified doctors only 

Dr Cosmetic offer a wide range of modern cosmetic treatments that are 
non invasive, safe and can produce dramatic natural looking results by 
enhancing your natural features, smoothing fine lines and wrinkles and 
removing blemishes, bringing back your natural beauty 
 
All our cosmetic doctors are regulated by the GMC, undertake 
regular training and fully insured with the MDDUS 
 

A service you can trust 
 

Clinics held at: 
 

Dr Cosmetic Clinic         Radiance Clinic        Permanent Beauty Clinic 
Spire Dunedin Hospital        Within Asda Mall       52 London Street 
16 Bath Road         Lower Earley        Reading 
Reading          Reading         Berkshire 
RG1 6NS          RG6 5TT         RG1 4SQ 
Tel: 0118 955 3491         Tel: 0118 987 4620       Tel: 0118 958 5558 

 
Visit our website at:    www.drcosmetic.co.uk 

 

 

http://www.drcosmetic.co.uk/
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Small job needs doing?  
 

A couple of roof tiles missing?  
Re-fix or repair guttering?  

 

Give me a rin g on 
0118 944 000 0 

 

I will see if I can help you  
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I.S. CURTAINS GALORE 
Transform your Home with Handmade Curtains, Blinds,  
Wall and Floor Coverings, S oft Furnishings, and Fabrics  

 

07710 528274 or 0118 958 1013  
www.innersanctuary.co.uk  

 

 

 

{ƻƴƴƛƴƎ !ǳǘƻΩǎ 
 

MOT, servicing, bodywork 
Welding, recovery, breakdown 

New tyres, paintwork,  
insurance work. 

 

0118 969 3933 or  
07919 844 699 

      Andy 

 

BW Electrical  
 

From New Plugs to total rewire 
General plumbing 
General handyman 
Based in Sonning  

 

Call 0118 969 3933 or 07593295104 
Bob 
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WHITE MARQUEES 
 

 

 All proceeds used for funds of 1st Sonning Scout Group 
Suitable for all events, parties, fetes etc.  

 

We Deliver, Erect, Take Down and Collect!  
Suggested donation of only £175 - Discount for Registered Charities  

 

Tel. Billie 07718 679827 ð email : Marquee@sonningscouts.co.uk 

mailto:Marquee@sonningscouts.co.uk
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The Ivy 
Of Sonning  

 
 

Fine Indian Dining  

Tea Rooms 
 

6 High Street  

Sonning 

Berkshire RG4 6UP  
 

0118 969 7676  
 

To avoid disappointment, please reserve your table in advanc e. 
 

Open 7 days a week, including Bank Holidays  
 

 


