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The Parish of Sonning 
 

The ancient parish of Sonning, originally extending from Sonning Common to 
Sandhurst was one of the great blocks of land handed over to the Church in 
the 7th century. In 909 A.D. Sonning with Ramsbury, became a separate 
bishopric, the Bishop of Ramsbury/ Sonning maintaining a riverside Hall in the 
village. In 1075 the see was transferred to Old Sarum, ultimately Salisbury, 
whose bishops had their own Palace on the same site as the Saxon Hall until 
1574, when the manor was transferred to the Crown. 
 

St Andrew's Church in the heart of the village was founded in Saxon times - 
probably by Birinus, first bishop of Dorchester-on-Thames. It was largely 
rebuilt in 1852, during the incumbency of Canon Hugh Pearson; it was he who 
founded the Sonning Parish Magazine in 1869. 
 

The White Hart Hotel, now known as The Great House, and partly 17th 
century, stands on the site of older buildings including the home of 'Elias the 
Ferryman' mentioned in a deed of 1100. The French Horn Hotel, in Sonning 
Eye, was built in the 1880s in front of the original old inn - now Bridge House 
- and its farm buildings. The Bull Inn, belonging to the Church, was originally 
known as Church House, a guesthouse for pilgrims to medieval St Sarik's 
Chapel in St Andrew's. Also adjoining the church is Deanery Garden one of Sir 
Edwin Lutyen's best-known country houses built at the turn of the century, 
just above the site of the ancient residence of the Deans of Salisbury who 
regularly visited Sonning, the parish being a 'Dean's Peculiar'. 
  

Sonning Mill produced a regular supply of flour from Saxon time until 1969, 
after which it was converted into a 'Dinner Theatre', the first of its kind in 
Britain. The Pearson Hall is the principal venue for village functions 
 

Within the village boundaries lie the Reading Blue Coat School at Holme Park 
(once the home of the Lord of the Manor) Sonning Church of England Primary 
School, King George's Field and other sports grounds, and Reading University 
Farm - all of which help to preserve the rural atmosphere of Sonning, the 
centre of which is now a conservation area. 
 

The civil parish of Charvil is of relatively recent origin but the land on which 
it lies has long been part of the ecclesiastical parish of Sonning. In the 18th 
and 19th centuries it consisted of Charville Farm and a few cottages, which 
lay between the villages of Sonning and Twyford and adjacent to the London 
to Bath highway.  
 

The development of Charvil began between the two World Wars, particularly 
after the new A4 road was constructed in the 1920s bypassing Twyford, and 
was accelerated after 1945. To meet the needs of this increasingly large 
community, St Patrick's dual-purpose Church and Hall was consecrated and 
opened in 1952; it remains within the ecclesiastical parish of Sonning. It was 
considerably extended and refurbished in 2001. 
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St Andrew's Sonning Contacts 

Clergy: Vicar Rev Jamie Taylor 

The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR 

(day off Thursday) 

 

969 3298 

Associate Vicar Rev Michael Forrer,  

6 Park View Drive South, Charvil, RG10 9QX 

 

934 1989 

Licensed Lay 
Ministers 

Mr D. G. Sims (Emeritus) Vine Cottage,  

Pound Lane, Sonning, RG4 6XE 

 

969 3151 

Mr R. J. Peters, Elm Gables, Parkway Drive, 
Sonning, RG4 6XG 

 

969 3589 
   

Wardens: Mr Mark Jordan. Email: mark.jordan@talktalk.net 940 1431 

 Mr Terry Hunt. Email: 
twghunt@btopenworld.com 

934 1062 

 Prof J. M. Stansfield (Emeritus) 

Email: Copynook1@aol.com 

 

934 1762 
   

Deputies: Mrs Molly Woodley.  969 2773 

 Kay Cohen. 901 7693 

 Ruth Warms. 934 9218 
   

Parochial Church Council: 

Secretary: Mrs Shirley Chard 969 8086 

Treasurer: Mr John Scoble,  926 5138 

Gift Aid: Mrs Pat Livesey,  

Email: pat.livesey@yahoo.co.uk 

 

961 8017 
   

Parish Magazine:  

Editor:   Mr Gordon Barnett 969 6693 

Advertising:  Mrs Nicky Clark 947 1312 

Circulation: Mrs Pat Livesey 961 8017 
   

Organist & 
Choirmaster 

Mr David Duvall. Email: davidduvallx@aol.com 07855  
947 104 

   

Bookings St Sarik Room: Mrs Sonia Boyles 969 2428 

 St Patrick's Church Hall: Debbie Knox 969 4470 
   

Parish Admin Sonia Boyles: standrews.sonning@btinternet.com 969 2428 
   

Internet 
Addresses: 

http://www.sonningparish.org.uk 

Editor:          gordon.barnett@talktalk.net 

Advertising:  nickypryce@btinternet.com  

Vicar:           revjaft@yahoo.co.uk 
 

mailto:pat.livesey@yahoo.com
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Forthcoming Events 

Date What’s on? Page 

6 Nov „Help for Heroes‟ Christmas Fayre R 

9 Nov „Footprints‟ coffee morning 16 

14 Nov Remembrance Sunday parade and service 21 

18 Nov Sonning British Legion AGM  21 

19 Nov Sonning Twinning Association. Beaujolais Nouveau Evening 19 

20 Nov Parish Walk 20 

24 Nov Concert ; „Prelude to Christmas‟ 23 

28 Nov St Andrew‟s Night service 16 

29 Nov Rotary Environment dinner 20 

4 Dec Sonning CE School PTA Christmas Fayre 26 

5 Dec St Andrew‟s Christmas Gift service 16 

11 Dec  Pearson Hall Christmas Supper 20 

Notes: Deadline, December issue: 4.00 pm  Friday, 26th November 2010 
R = Reminder from previous issue. D = Diary entry. 

 

Contents 
 

Forthcoming Events ...................................................... 13 

Regular Services ...................................................... 14 

   The Parish Church ...................................................... 14 

   St Patrick‟s Charvil ...................................................... 14 

Price of the Magazine for 2011 ...................................................... 15 

The Vicar‟s Letter ...................................................... 15 

Notices ..................................................... 16 

Charvil Chatter .............................................. 17 

From the Registers ...................................................... 17 

“Footprints” ...................................................... 18 

Twinning Assn „Beaujolais Nouveau‟ ...................................................... 19 

Rotary Environment Dinner ...................................................... 20 

Pearson Hall Christmas supper ...................................................... 20 

Parish walk ...................................................... 20 

„Age Concern‟ Twyford & District ...................................................... 20 

Royal British Legion Sonning ...................................................... 21 

Friends of Loddon Community ........  ...................................................... 21 

Sonning Glebe WI ...................................................... 22 

„Prelude to Christmas‟ concert ...................................................... 23 

Floral arrangement Society ...................................................... 23 

„Looking for Change‟ ...................................................... 24 

Volunteer drivers wanted ...................................................... 25 

Food donations - appreciation ...................................................... 26 

CE School PTA Christmas Fayre ...................................................... 26 

Sonning & Sonning Eye Society ...................................................... 27 

Sonning Art Group ...................................................... 27 

Working Together ...................................................... 28 

Local Organisations/web sites ...................................................... 29 



 5 

Regular Services 
 

The Parish Church 
 

Sundays 8 am Holy Communion (Prayer Book) 

 10.30 am Family Service, first Sunday of the month 

Parish Eucharist, second, fourth and fifth 
Sundays. 
 

Matins, third Sunday. 

 6.30 pm Evensong, except third Sunday of the month, 
when it will be Holy Communion with the 
laying on of hands for those who wish it. 

Wednesdays 10 am Holy Communion at St Andrew‟s 
 

St Patrick’s Charvil 

Sundays 9.30 am Family Service, Third Sunday of the month 

Holy Communion, second and fourth Sundays 

Worship Service other Sundays. 
 

Sunday School 9.30 am except third Sunday of 
the month 

 

If you would like to arrange a Church Service in St. Andrew’s Church you are asked to 
contact Sonia Boyles, the Parish Administrator for Baptisms. Sonia can also be contacted 
by email at: standrews.sonning@btinternet.com. For Weddings and funerals, contact the 
vicar on 0118 969 3298.  

 
 
 

Increase in the Magazine Price for 2011 
 
It is something like 10 years since the price of this magazine rose from 20p 
to 25p per copy. In the last year, a review has been carried out into the 
production cost of the magazine and unfortunately, it is now running at over 
34p per copy. VAT also goes up by an additional 2.5% in the New Year and 
thus all production costs will rise even further in the coming year. 
 
It has been decided therefore that, from January 2011, the price of the 
magazine will have to rise to 40p per copy to reflect the true cost of 
production. 
 
The magazine is still very good value for money and a valuable source of 
information. We look forward to your continuing support. 
 

Editor 
 

 

mailto:standrews.sonning@btinternet.com
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The Vicar’s Letter 
 

Dear friends, 
 

The Royal British Legion Festival of Remembrance in the Albert Hall is an 
event that I have watched on television from a very early age. Indeed, as 
well as the spectacle of the music and marching and poppies floating down 
from the roof, as a young child it meant I could stay up late, which added to 
the attraction. This year, for the first time, Caroline and I are privileged to 
be able to attend it, and we are both hugely looking forward to it. I am 
always impressed by the variety of contributions, and how it never seems to 
get samey or stale from one year to the next, but one element remains 
pretty much unaltered, and that is the final act of remembrance and drum 
head service. 
  

All parishes mark Remembrance Sunday in slightly different ways. In my last 
parish it was an open air event, very near the white cliffs of the Kent 
coastline, which were an impressive backdrop, although the biting cold 
winds and driving rain are not something I miss as I lead our own 
commemorations inside St. Andrew‟s. The service at the Cenotaph in 
Whitehall is largely the same as what happens up and down the country, 
albeit with the Queen and our own Member of Parliament in attendance! 
Although each occasion is slightly different, we shall all come together for 
one purpose; to remember and honour those who have died in service of 
their country. That is to say, those who have died to defend our freedoms, 
our rights and indeed our way of life.  
 

These phrases trip off the tongue perhaps a little too easily. Tragically our 
young servicemen and women are still losing their lives in these endeavours, 
and the sight of the repatriation ceremonies is a powerful reminder. When 
we strip away the purple prose from priests and politicians, and lay aside 
the ceremonial processions and flag draped coffins, we are left with a 
precious life that has ended. There is huge regret at thwarted potential and 
happy life events, taken for granted by so many of us, that will now never 
happen. There is the devastation of those left behind, who will never be the 
same because of the agonising fact that those whom they loved will never 
be seen again. To come together for one morning a year, in honour of these 
gallant men and women is the least we can do. With this being the year 
when we have celebrated the 65th anniversary of VE and VJ day, and the 
70th anniversary of the Battle of Britain, it makes it all the more poignant. 
 

So may I warmly invite you to come to St. Andrew‟s church on November 
14th at 10:30am to do just that. 
 

We will remember them. 
 

Warm wishes. 
 

Jamie 
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Notices 
 
Harvest: Very many thanks to all who supported our Harvest Christian Aid 
Appeal to help build a wind powered well in the Afghan Dessert. Between 
our two congregations and Sonning School £1621.79 was raised. Also, many 
thanks to the social committee for their hard work in making the parish 
harvest supper such a success. It was a sell out event, complete with guest 
comedian Martin Boyles and we appreciated Sonning Club‟s cooperation in 
letting us use their bar. A yearly tradition has been born. 
 

St Andrew’s Night: In celebration of our Patronal Festival, there will be a 
Choral Evensong at St. Andrew‟s on November 28th at 6:30pm. New junior 
choristers will be admitted into membership, and will receive their 
surplices, and the preacher will be Canon Chris Clarke, a former Vicar of 
Sonning. The evening will conclude with a toast to St. Andrew‟s in the Bull. 
 

PCC: On Wednesday 3rd November the PCC will be discussing future ministry 
in the parish in light of the imminent retirement of our House for Duty 
associate priest, Michael Forrer. The Standing Committee of the parish has 
held discussions with the Archdeacon of Berkshire about the way forward, 
and a report of what is decided will appear in either the December or 
January magazine. This is an important meeting and your prayers would be 
valued. The PCC will also decide on a possible new service format for 2011 
whereby Matins could be replaced by a family communion service on the 
third Sunday. The meeting begins at 7:30pm, rather than 8:00pm because of 
the large amount of business to get through. 
 

Matins: Because of Remembrance Sunday on the 14th November, there will 
be no Matins on the 21st, so that we don't have three 10:30am services in a 
row that are not communion. 
  

The Christmas Gift Service will be held in St. Andrew's on Sunday 5th 
December at 10:30am. Wrapped gifts, stating age and sex of child, will be 
collected for distribution, in time for Christmas, to ensure that less 
fortunate children and teenagers in the area get presents on Christmas 
Day.  These gifts will be collected by The Reading Family Aid Group for 
distribution.   
 

Bible Reading Notes: Reading the bible as part of private devotions is a 
vital part of Christian discipleship, and yet is often neglected. There are 
helpful daily notes available which assist with giving direction as to what to 
read, and providing helpful reflections on the text. Our Pastoral 
Coordinator, Jean Tinson looks after distribution of these notes within the 
parish, and is very happy to hear from others who would like to find out 
more. If anyone is interested, please ring her on 0118 969 0782. She has 
examples of different types of daily reading notes from which to choose. 
 
Jamie 
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Charvil Chatter 
 

“Don‟t mention the Germans”, so said Basil Fawlty to his staff when there 
German guests staying at Fawlty Towers in the BBC comedy of that name.  
November is a month of commemorative occasions. All Souls when we 
remember our departed loved ones; bonfire night when we remember Guy 
Fawkes and his fellow conspirators; Remembrance Sunday when we 
remember gratefully the supreme sacrifice made by those who died in WW1 
and WW2 and in conflicts since to the present day in Afghanistan. 
 

I grew up under the shadow of the Star & Garter Hospital at the top of 
Richmond Hill, a hospital dedicated to the care of casualties of war. The 
British Legion poppy factory where all the poppies were made for poppy day 
to raise funds to assist disabled soldiers, sailors, airmen and women and 
their families was also in Richmond overlooking the Thames. The poppies 
were and still are, I believe, made by disabled victims of war. 
 

In this materialistic age are we as generous as we can be in showing our 
gratitude for the freedom bought for us and our families by the sacrifice 
they made and make on our behalf? 
 

Currently the Government is tightening our economic belt.  When the same 
happened in WW2 we were rationed and we made a “little go a long way” 
and slogans like “Waste not, want not” were very much the order of the 
day. The external threat and economic deprivation brought us closer 
together as a community.  The same is or could be true today if we are on 
the lookout for those in our community who may or will be hard up. The 
present times are an opportunity to give vent to our Christian values of 
respect, love, care and compassion for all those in need, and for one 
another. 
 

Love and prayers 
Michael & Family 
 

From the Registers 
 

Baptisms 
26th Sep:  Amalie Poppy Waite 
26th Sep:      Isabella Sofia Lumlock 
10th Oct:         Joe Olive Adams 
  

Weddings 
25th Sep:      Jonathan MacBeth and Karen Alexandria Rudnitski 
2nd Oct:           Marc Antony Baker and La-Ryne Van der Westhuizen 
23rd Oct:           Richard Michael Irwin and Camilla Elizabeth Duvall 
  
Funerals 
6th Oct:            Peggy Lott 
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For all those  
dealing with the 
loss of a loved one, 
redundancy, divorce,  
or separation 

 
 

Come and join us at an informal coffee 
 

 morning on the second Tuesday of the month 
 

 at 11.00am in the St Sarik Room of 
 

St. Andrew’s Sonning 
 

(November 9th 2010) 
 

An opportunity to meet with others facing the  
 

many pressures of bereavement and loss 
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Pearson Hall Social Committee Christmas Supper 
 
The Pearson Hall Social Committee‟s annual Christmas Supper will be held 
on Saturday, 11th December this year. Good food, fabulous entertainment, 
and a raffle to try your luck. Don‟t miss this village winter classic. Tickets, 
at £12.50 per person, will be available on a first come first served basis 
from Monday, 8th November. Please contact Judy Baldwin on 0118 969 2329. 
 

Andrew Barker 
 

Parish Walk 
 
Nov 20th Meet 10.15am on the verge opposite Stonor House main gate [GR 
SU736890] Walk via Southend; 4½/miles, hilly. More information call 0118 
926 8035 or mobile 07982 0483  
 

Jean Milbourn 
 

Age Concern, Twyford & District 
 
The Lady Elizabeth Centre in Twyford provides Day Care and Lunch Clubs for 
elderly residents of Twyford, Hurst, Wargrave, Charvil and Sonning. Our 
caring staff and volunteers work under the leadership of a full time manager 
and there are currently seven trustees who are responsible for the direction 
and finances of the centre. Sadly, during the past year we have lost two of our 
long serving trustees, and due to changing times we are facing new 
challenges to the way we work and would benefit greatly from the addition of 
new Trustees to share the load and give us their advice, particularly in relation 

 

The Rotary Club of Loddon Vale 
 

Environment Dinner 
 

Monday, 29th November 2010 
At 

Sonning Golf Club 
7.15pm for 7.45pm 

 

Dinner followed by a presentation by 

Professor Keith Tovey 
Reader in Environmental Science 
At the University of East Anglia 

 

Dress: Lounge suit.                                             Tickets £17.50 each 
Contact: 

 Rodney Huggins on 0118 969 3096 or email rod2@aol.com 
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to building maintenance, fund-raising and the preparation of business plans 
and tenders which we will shortly have to do for the first time. 
 
Trustees meetings are held at the Centre in the mornings on a bi-monthly 
basis and we would be grateful to hear from anyone who has the expertise 
and desire to help us continue to provide stimulation, social interaction and 
respite for carers which is so necessary for many people. 
 
If you could like to know more about what we do please ring the centre on 
0118 934 4040 between 9.00a.m and 3.00p.m or call me on 0118 934 3193. 

 

Penny Feathers 
 

Royal British Legion, Sonning Branch 
 

Remembrance: A reminder; we will meet at the Pearson 
Hall at 0950hrs, Sunday, 14th November and march off at 
1000hrs. After the return march, coffee, tea and soft drinks 
will be available in the hall and again, the Sonning Club will 
be open to all for an sustain glass of Pusser’s Rum. 

 
Poppy Appeal 2009-2010: Another record year with the total collected 
standing at £12,875.00. Congratulations and sincere thanks to Malcolm 
Geater and his team of helpers. 
 
AGM: Don‟t forget, it‟s on Thursday, 18th November. However, note that the 
venue has changed and we will meet in the committee room of The Pearson 
Hall. Your presence is important so please do join us for a glass of wine at 
7.00pm. The meeting will commence at 7.30pm. 
 
Standard Bearer: It is time that we appointed our own Standard Bearer 
again and we have already trawled those members for whom we have an 
email address for volunteers. This has produced two names, but if you are 
interested, then come to the AGM and volunteer, or call me on 0118 969 
6693.  
 

Gordon Barnett 
 

Friends of the Loddon Community Nature Reserve 
 

A new local volunteer group is being formed to help care for the Loddon 
Community Nature Reserve. The group will be directly involved in looking 
after the Reserve and there are many ways for people of all ages to be a 
part of the Group: 
 

 Practical habitat management and conservation work - remove 
invasive plants, clear scrub and erect bird boxes etc. 
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 Practical access work – erect and maintain signs, build and maintain 
boardwalks and gates, clear paths etc. 

 Historical research – research the history of the local area and the 
reserve itself 

 Biological surveying – monitor and record wildlife on the reserve e.g. 
plants, birds, dragonflies, bats 

 Educational work - lead walks, give talks, organise school visits 

 Community engagement – plan and run events 

 Fundraising – raise funds for a particular project, the group or for 
BBOWT in general 

 Publicity – raise the profile of the reserve and keep local people 
informed e.g. newsletters, website and articles for the press 

 
Eventually, they will be responsible for the day-to-day maintenance, 
management and use of the Community Nature Reserve. The main aims of 
the group will be to maintain and enhance the diversity of wildlife on the 
Nature Reserve, inspire people to become involved and take action for 
wildlife, and increase the community use of the Nature Reserve 
 
A Public Meeting was held at Twyford Youth Centre about the reserve and 
setting up the community group on 17th September and a number of people 
have already expressed an interest in joining the Friends of the Loddon 
Community Nature Reserve. If you are interested in being involved, please 
contact Abby Stephens, Community Wildlife Officer (Berks). 
 
Contact information: 
 

Website: www.bbowt.org.uk 
From homepage, go to „Learn and Discover‟ link then „Your 
Community‟ 
email: abbystephens@bbowt.org.uk 
Address: BBOWT (Berkshire Office), Hasker House, Woolley Firs, 
Cherry Garden Lane, Maidenhead SL6 3LJ 

 
Sonning Glebe WI 

 
We held our 34th Harvest Supper on the 2nd October when members and 
friends got together for a meal and entertainment. Our 46th Birthday is held 
in October when we serve supper and a birthday cake. Other members from 
WI‟s in our group will be joining us and our speaker‟s subject is “Illegitimate 
Royals”. 
 
We will be supporting “Operation Christmas Child” this year.  This will 
involve filling shoeboxes with appropriate Christmas gifts for needy 
children. At this time of the year we recommence our monthly knit and 
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natter plus scrabble evenings. Hopefully the weather will enable us to 
arrange some country walks followed by lunch at a local pub.  
   
As mentioned previously we are hoping to arrange a trip to Bletchley House 
where we will hear about the famous Enigma machine.   In the pipeline we 
also hope to organise ten pin bowling and a luncheon at Dorney Reach. If 
you are interested in receiving our current programme or attending as a 
visitor to one of our meetings please contact me on 0118 9694897 or by E 
mail on normanoakley@waitrose.com. 
 

Molly Oakley 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sonning Floral Arrangement Society 
 
The new chairman of NAFAS Berks, Bucks and Oxon is Anna Stevens, who 
was our demonstrator for the October meeting.  
 
These talented ladies who demonstrate always seem to make their own 
containers and this day was no exception. Her theme was “Flights of Fancy” 
and we set off on a “Hot Air Balloon”; a spherical arrangement using 
sunflowers, dahlias and very dark blue delphiniums. The next was “A 
Holiday” with an interesting arrangement in a small deck chair embellished 
with pink and silvery ice cream cones. A huge jar covered in different 
coloured silks was the host for an Indian arrangement using beautiful pink 
roses, gerberas and orchids. Then an Irish theme depicting shells, 
driftwood, ivy, rosemary, dark red carnations and stunning green orchids. 

PRELUDE TO CHRISTMAS 
 

By the  READING CENTRAL SALVATION ARMY BAND 

(by k in d per m iss ion  of Th e Com m an din g  Officer ) 
 

A CONCER T OF MUSIC AND CAR OLS  
 

w il l  be  he ld on   

Wednes day, 24
th

 November 2010 at  7 .45  p.m. 

 

The  Flave l l  Sui te , Sindles ham Court  (Berks hire  Mas onic Centre)  

Mole  Road, Sindles ham. Proceeds  to the  Macmil lan Day Care  Centre , 

Woking ham  and local  Rotary  Ch ari t ies  

 

Tickets : £6 .00  to include  coffee  and mince  pies                 RAFFLE  

 

Tickets  avai lable  from:  

Sonia  and Mart in  Boyles ,  

28  Rothw el l  Gardens , Woodley , Reading  RG5 4TJ.  

Te l : 0118 969 2428  

Emai l ; mart ins onia@clara .co.uk  

 
 

mailto:normanoakley@waitrose.com
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Then we were off to the „Land of Oz‟ amid a plethora of star gazer lilies, 
green chrysanthemums, magenta gerbera and arthurium. Finally, a 
wonderful green and white composition representing “Desert Island Disks”. 
 
After a refreshing cup of tea, all the flowers were raffled before the 
meeting closed. 
 
A vote of thanks was given by Ann Turner. The chairman, Brenda Jackson, 
reminded us that 14th November is Remembrance Sunday and that 
volunteers are required for posy making on Saturday, 13th. Please be in the 
St Sarik room by 9.30am. Branches of bay, rosemary and myrtle would also 
be appreciated. 
 
Dates for your diary: 
11th Nov: Next meeting with Jenny Clark‟s “Olden Days of Christmas” and 
the competition “Winter Magic”. 
9th Dec: Christmas lunch followed by the AGM and a competition entitled 
“Christmas in a Glass”. 
 

Jane Gascoine 
 

Looking for Change 
  
Besides asking us to collect funding to support those caught up in famine, 
drought, or natural disasters, Christian Aid and the other big relief agencies 
look for the underlying causes of these events and focus their campaigns on 
getting change. The present focus is on climate change and tax-dodging, 
which may not seem to have much in common. 
  
In fact, these two matters are intertwined. Meterological Office records and 
other scientific evidence strongly suggest that our climate is getting hotter 
which has a destabilising effect on weather patterns and sea levels. Just in 
this year, China and Pakistan have experienced devastating floods - said to 
be the worst in living memory - which have swept away the livelihoods and 
homes of millions of people, while the Polar Regions have a rapidly melting 
ice sheet. Prolonged drought in some African countries has increased the 
risk of serious famine and is more extensive than people remember. Our 
televisions bring vivid pictures of these events into our living rooms and the 
appeals for cash have been generously supported. Government funding from 
the rich nations also flows to these trouble spots, but the poverty and 
under-development remain. 
  
Climate change alone, however, does not account for the poverty in these 
nations. It is clear that the money and resources to build roads, schools and 
hospitals, and set up communication links, clean water supplies and 
electricity is not there. Because many people have no jobs and no wages, 
there are no taxes to be collected - yet a developed country depends on 



 16 

taxation to pay for many of the things we take for granted in our country, 
such as roads, schools, hospitals, doctors, law and order. In addition, many 
of these countries have crippling debts incurred when they became 
independent nations. Their need for cash to modernise far outstrips what 
they can provide from their own resources, yet the OECD has calculated 
that, if the big multinational firms operating in these under-developed 
countries paid all the taxes they owed from their local operations, then 
more money would flow into the host nations than they currently receive 
from overseas aid.  
  
To put this more plainly, if the foreign manufacturing firms paid all the 
taxes due, the under-developed countries would be able to fund the 
infrastructure they need for themselves, and plant the trees, build the wells 
and flood defences, and lessen the impact of the change in the climate that 
is wreaking so much destruction. Where does Christian Aid come into this? 
By running campaigns, lobbying M.P.s, asking us all to send off postcards to 
the people who can make change happen. These are highly effective. The 
present campaigns call for changes to report financial gains and losses on a 
country by country basis so that the taxes paid can be identified and the 
correct amount collected, and action on climate change. 
  
We can all help to bring about change. If you see some postcards lying 
around, do take one and send it off. At home, turn off the lights you don't 
need and recycle your rubbish. As Jesse Jackson reminded some of us at a 
lobby last week, it takes "patience, persistence, perseverance" to bring 
about change, but it comes in the end.  
  

Audrey Nettle 
 

Twyford and District Volunteers 
Drivers required 

 
Once again I am appealing for new volunteer drivers to take the elderly and 
those who have no means of transport to hospitals, Doctors‟ surgeries, day 
centres etcetera. This is such a worthwhile thing to do and does not commit 
you to a regular time each week. We only operate during the daytime from 
Mondays to Fridays and you usually have three to four days notice. If you 
already have a commitment when you are asked to do a job, you simply say 
“No”. Petrol costs are reimbursed on a fixed scale so there is no cost to the 
driver. 
 
If you can help, even infrequently, we will be delighted as we are 
constantly having difficulty in finding enough drivers to meet the demand. 
PLEASE HELP! To find out more, either ring me on 0118 9693277 or e-
mail rosemary.digby@talktalk,net. Thank you so much. 

 
Rosemary Digby 

mailto:rosemary.digby@talktalk,net
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Food Donations 
 
Thank you for all the food gifts placed in both Churches for Churches In 
Reading Drop in Centre (CIRDIC) and FAITH. At this time of year FAITH's food 
stocks are low as they try to deliver around 50 - 100 food parcels each 
week. CIRDIC provide meals and other services to the homeless and 
disadvantaged. Please continue to support these local charities with tinned 
fish and meat in particular, tinned fruit, sugar and small jars of coffee. 
Clothes, especially underwear and warm men‟s jumpers/coats are 
welcomed by CIRDIC for supplying to the homeless. I am happy to collect 
and take to CIRDIC call me on 0118 969 8563.  
 

Carole Arrowsmith 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sonning CE Primary School Christmas Fayre  
  

4th December 2010, 11:30am - 2.00pm  
 

We will be holding our annual Christmas Fayre on  
Saturday, 4th December from 11:30am.  

 
We are hoping for visits from Cookie the Clown with his balloon 

creations, and of course...Father Christmas will be arriving by sleigh! 
Stalls will include the popular Micro Scooters (orders taken for 

Christmas so please bring your cheque books!), Phoenix cards, Usborne 
books, mini IQ books, various jewellery stands, Santa packs and 

reindeer food, plus a luxury cake stall.  
 

There are some fabulous raffle prizes, including: 
A large Food Hamper 
£50 Boden Voucher 

Meals for 2 - various local restaurants 
Day at Castle Royal 

2 tickets to Coral Reef 
2 tickets to Cotswold Wildlife park 

Boat trip vouchers 
and lots more!!!!  

 
Please do come along for a fun filled afternoon,  

a glass of mulled wine or a cake,  
some Christmas shopping and an opportunity  

to support our wonderful school. 
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Sonning & Sonning Eye Society 
 

This month we will have our Annual General Meeting on Saturday, 20th 
November in the Pearson Hall, which will start at 7.15 pm prompt and as 
usual be followed by supper prepared by our Social Committee.  The AGM is 
open to all members; tickets are only required for those members and their 
friends who would like to stay on for supper. This always represents 
excellent value, making it among the social highlights of the Sonning year.  
This year‟s after-dinner speaker will be Brian O‟Callaghan, our Vice-Chair, 
his theme being „A Mac and a hard hat; a life in buildings‟. Tickets are 
priced at £12.00 per person and include a free drink on arrival.  Thereafter 
there is a cash bar. Please contact Penny Feathers on 0118 934 3193 if you 
would like to attend. 
 

Brian led a guided walk around the village on 9th October, a day when the 
sun was supposed to come through, but the cloud cover was persistent 
throughout.   
 

After an interesting insight into Sonning‟s 
buildings and tea in The Bull, most of the 
walkers then enjoyed a church tower visit 
courtesy of the bell-ringers, from whom much 
fascinating information was obtained (and the 
picture of this giant spider!) as well as a grey 
view of the sights of the village from the very 
top. It was a great afternoon enjoyed by all 
who participated. 
 

Don‟t forget that anyone joining the Society between now and Christmas 
receives 16 months‟ membership for the price of 12, so if you would like to 
join, do contact Carole Barnett, our Membership Secretary, on 0118 969 
6693.  On our website (www.sonning.org.uk) you will find back copies of our 
quarterly newsletter, Bridge, which will give you a flavour of the work that 
we do and our areas of interest. Do feel free to contact a member of the 
Executive Committee, also listed on our website, if you would like more 
information. 
 

Diana Coulter 
 

Sonning Art Group 
 

In October, the Group has continued to meet in the Pearson Hall on Friday 
afternoons.  We had the benefit of our last tutor session of the year when 
Ted Hallett, a Twyford-based artist, who has exhibited many of his paintings 
locally, came to teach us the use of acrylics in the creation of autumn and 
tree scenes, well timed as our area is now full of the glorious yellows and 
reds of leaves on the trees. 
 

Many of you will be thinking of their Christmas card lists at this time of year 
– so bear in mind that the Group has produced two fine Christmas cards 

 

http://www.sonning.org.uk/
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using art work by two of our Group, so if you want to buy something with 
local content, they can be purchased from the Group at our Friday meetings 
(or visit our web-site – www.sonningartgroup.org.uk) to leave your details). 
 

If anyone is interested in joining the Group, please feel free to come along 
and see what the various members are doing – we have all standards from 
beginners to former teachers. Generally, we work at our own pace and on 
our own work but there is always friendly help around and lots of social chat 
over a cup of tea and cake. We meet between 1.00 - 4.00pm on a Friday at 
the Pearson Hall, cost is £2-50 a session and you just come when you can. 
 

Rob Farquhar 
 

 
 

      
     Working Together 

 
 

 
 

Many people have asked what is different about these two charities; are 
they both doing the same thing?  

 
They are both service charities,  

but they raise money for different purposes. 
 

H4H is a projects based charity and raises money for capital projects, such 
as re-fitting recovery centres, building hydrotherapy swimming pools 

etcetera. For example, the new pool at the  
Headley Court Rehabilitation Centre 

was funded by H4H. 
 

The Royal British Legion is a welfare charity and supports the short and 
long term emotional, financial, disability and practical needs of service 

personnel, their families and the bereaved. 
 

For example, the recently announced Personnel Recovery Centres will be: 

 Bought by the Ministry of Defence 

 Refitted by H4H 

 Run and maintained by the Royal British Legion 
 

Working together to support  
our troops and their families 

 
Sally Wilson                                                             Gordon Barnett 

 

 

 

http://www.sonningartgroup.org.uk/
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Local Organisations 
 

  St Andrew's: Sunday Club   Heather Hexter 946 1316 

 St Andrew's: Little Fishes Mrs Sarah Turner 944 8154 

 St Andrew‟s: Tower Captain: Mrs P. Elliston 969 5967 

The Friends of St Andrew's Sally Wilson 979 3328 

St Patrick's: Sunday Club Julie Easton 934 2590 

Charvil Art Club Secretary: Mrs Joyce Wray 969 8098 

Charvil Branch Conservatives Mrs E. Hobbs 934 0528 

Charvil Brownies Tawny Owl: Claire Howells  934 5372 

Charvil Caterpillar Club Bridget Mundy 934 4253 

Charvil Girls Suzanne Newman 934 0589 

Charvil Guides Ruth Hulley 969 9431 

Charvil Parish Council Clerk: Mr I. Cohen 901 7693 

Charvil Pre-School Playgroup Emma James 969 5538 

Charvil Senior Residents Club Julie Bennett 934 5059 

Charvil Voices Suzanne Newman 934 0589 

Charvil Village Society Margaret Gregory 934 5419 

Charvil Women's Club Shirley Newman 934 0589 

Baby-sitting Circle Mrs Vanessa Jones 934 1185 

Sonning Art Group Chairman: Sue Bell 969 6924 

Sonning Beech Lodge  Bookings: Tim Pascall 969 6935 

Sonning Book Club Mrs Anne Webster 944 0699 

Sonning Branch, British Legion  Chairman: Gordon Barnett 969 6693 

Sonning Brownies Mrs Helen Jukes 969 2514 

Sonning C of E Primary School Head Teacher: Mrs L. Green 969 3399 

Sonning CE School PTA Tanya Wilkie 07899 

827503 

Sonning Charvil & Hurst N.A.G. Contact: Bob Hulley 969 9431 

Sonning & Warren Conservatives Sec: Alison Russell 972 1495 

Sonning Cricket Club  Membership: Ali Driver 969 2698 

Sonning Flower Club Sec: Ms S. Robinson 969 0748 

Sonning Football Club Tony Farmer 956 6536 

Sonning Glebe Art Club Julian Toms 969 0100 

Sonning Glebe WI (eve mtgs) Mrs D. Moulsley 961 8829 

Sonning Guides Miss Polly Jukes 0790 571 
2071 

Sonning Lawn Tennis Club Membership: Kath Clark 969 0594  

Sonning Liberal Democrats Coling Lawley 961 8536 

Sonning Neighbourhood Watch Sec: Sue Bell 969 6924 

Sonning Parish Council Clerk, Mrs L. Bates 969 7753 

Sonning RNLI Chairman: David Bates 969 7753 
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1st Sonning Scouts Group GS Leader: Wendy Cherry 926 2363 

1st Sonning Scouts Group ASG Leader: Mike Watts 962 8388 

1St Sonning Scouts Group Scout Leader: Colin Giles 969 5849 

1st Sonning Scouts Group Cub Scouts: Alison King  962 1675 

1st Sonning Scouts Group Beavers: Judy Ricketts 969 3279 

Sonning Table Tennis Club Alan Tinson 969 0782 

Sonning Twinning Association Beth Dixon  

Sonning Toddler Group Emma James 969 5538 

Sonning & Sonning Eye Society Sec: Andy Bell 969 6924 

Sonning Village Show Sec: Mrs Heather Hine 969 8653 

Sonning Club Sec: Mrs Penney Mackenzie 07730 
871959 

Friends of Ali‟s Pond  Alastair Driver  969 2698 

Monday Club Leader: Ken Trimmings 969 1072 

Pearson Hall Caretaker & Bookings:  
 Mrs Jenny Adams 

969 7692 

Pearson Hall Mgmt Committee Ms Sharon Robinson 969 0748 

Badminton Club Mrs P. Pardoe 934 5643 

Rotary Club of Loddon Vale Sec: Richard Ward 966 9348 

Short Mat Bowling Club Mrs S. Newman 934 0589 

Thames Valley(Wokingham) Link Chris Liebert 

Chris.liebert@hotmail.com 

978 4487 

 

Useful web sites: 
 

  

Ali's Pond 
E-mail: ali@sonningdrivers.plus.com 

www.sonning.net/alispond.html 

Sonning & Charvil 
 services 

www.sonningparish.org.uk/docs.htm 

Sonning Parish Council www.sonning-pc.gov.uk 

Sonning Club www.btinternet.com/~sonning_club/news.html 

Sonning 
archive.museophile.sbu.ac.uk/sonning  

www.sonning.net  

Sonning & Sonning Eye 
Society 

www.sonning.org.uk 

Sonning Art Group www.sonningartgroup.org.uk  

Sonning School www.sonningprimaryschool.co.uk 

Twyford Bridge Club http://www.twyfordbc.co.uk 

 
 
 

mailto:ali@sonningdrivers.plus.com

