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The Parish of Sonning 
 

The ancient parish of Sonning, originally extending from Sonning Common to 
Sandhurst was one of the great blocks of land handed over to the Church in 
the 7th century. In 909 A.D. Sonning with Ramsbury, became a separate 
bishopric, the Bishop of Ramsbury/ Sonning maintaining a riverside Hall in the 
village. In 1075 the see was transferred to Old Sarum, ultimately Salisbury, 
whose bishops had their own Palace on the same site as the Saxon Hall until 
1574, when the manor was transferred to the Crown. 
 

St Andrew's Church in the heart of the village was founded in Saxon times - 
probably by Birinus, first bishop of Dorchester-on-Thames. It was largely 
rebuilt in 1852, during the incumbency of Canon Hugh Pearson; it was he who 
founded the Sonning Parish Magazine in 1869. 
 

The White Hart Hotel, now known as The Great House, and partly 17th 
century, stands on the site of older buildings including the home of 'Elias the 
Ferryman' mentioned in a deed of 1100. The French Horn Hotel, in Sonning 
Eye, was built in the 1880s in front of the original old inn - now Bridge House 
- and its farm buildings. The Bull Inn, belonging to the Church, was originally 
known as Church House, a guesthouse for pilgrims to medieval St Sarik's 
Chapel in St Andrew's. Also adjoining the church is Deanery Garden one of Sir 
Edwin Lutyen's best-known country houses built at the turn of the century, 
just above the site of the ancient residence of the Deans of Salisbury who 
regularly visited Sonning, the parish being a 'Dean's Peculiar'. 
  

Sonning Mill produced a regular supply of flour from Saxon time until 1969, 
after which it was converted into a 'Dinner Theatre', the first of its kind in 
Britain. The Pearson Hall is the principal venue for village functions 
 

Within the village boundaries lie the Reading Blue Coat School at Holme Park 
(once the home of the Lord of the Manor) Sonning Church of England Primary 
School, King George's Field and other sports grounds, and Reading University 
Farm - all of which help to preserve the rural atmosphere of Sonning, the 
centre of which is now a conservation area. 
 

The civil parish of Charvil is of relatively recent origin but the land on which 
it lies has long been part of the ecclesiastical parish of Sonning. In the 18th 
and 19th centuries it consisted of Charville Farm and a few cottages, which 
lay between the villages of Sonning and Twyford and adjacent to the London 
to Bath highway.  
 

The development of Charvil began between the two World Wars, particularly 
after the new A4 road was constructed in the 1920s bypassing Twyford, and 
was accelerated after 1945. To meet the needs of this increasingly large 
community, St Patrick's dual-purpose Church and Hall was consecrated and 
opened in 1952; it remains within the ecclesiastical parish of Sonning. It was 
considerably extended and refurbished in 2001. 



 3 

St Andrew's Sonning Contacts 

Clergy: Vicar Rev Jamie Taylor 

The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR 

(day off Thursday) 

 

969 3298 

Associate Vicar Rev Michael Forrer,  

6 Park View Drive South, Charvil, RG10 9QX 

 

934 1989 

Licensed Lay 
Ministers 

Mr D. G. Sims (Emeritus) Vine Cottage,  

Pound Lane, Sonning, RG4 6XE 

 

969 3151 

Mr R. J. Peters, Elm Gables, Parkway Drive, 
Sonning, RG4 6XG 

 

969 3589 

Churchwardens:  

 Mr Mark Jordan. Email: mark.jordan@talktalk.net 940 1431 

 Mrs Jan Hammond. Email: jan@jdhammond.com 926 2365 

 Prof J. M. Stansfield (Emeritus) 

Email: Copynook1@aol.com 

 

934 1762 

Deputies: Mrs Molly Woodley.  969 2773 

 Kay Cohen. 901 7693 

 Ruth Warms. 934 9218 

 Charvil: TBA  

Parochial Church Council: 

Secretary: Mrs Shirley Chard 969 8086 

Treasurer: Mr John Scoble,  926 5138 

Gift Aid: Mrs Pat Livesey,  

Email: pat.livesey@yahoo.co.uk 

 

961 8017 
Parish Magazine:  

Editor:   Mr Gordon Barnett 969 6693 

Advertising:  Mrs Nicky Clark 947 1312 

Circulation: Mrs Pat Livesey 961 8017 

Organist & 
Choirmaster 

Mr David Duvall. Email: davidduvallx@aol.com 07855  
947 104 

Bookings St Sarik Room: Mr D. G. Sims 969 3151 

 St Patrick's Church Hall: Debbie Knox 969 4470 

Parish Admin Sonia Boyles: standrews.sonning@btinternet.com 969 2428 

Internet 
Addresses: 

http://www.sonningparish.org.uk 

Editor:          gordon.barnett@talktalk.net 

Advertising:  nickypryce@btinternet.com  

Vicar:           revjaft@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 
 

mailto:pat.livesey@yahoo.com
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Forthcoming Events 

Date What’s on? Page 

9 Mar “Footprints” coffee morning 19 

13/17 Mar St Patrick‟s Festival 20 

14 Mar Walk around Charvil 26 

16 Mar Charvil senior residents open afternoon 27 

18 Mar FoStAC AGM 23 

19 Mar Jazz, Fish‟n Chip Supper 23 

20 Mar Parish walk 24 

27 Mar RNLI “ Sounds of Sonning” 25 

24 Apr „Active Listening Skills‟ workshop 18 

25 Apr St George‟s Day Festal Eucharist  18 

8 May Christian Aid Concert R 

12 May Annual Parish meeting R 

29/31 May Sonning Festival & Scarecrows 29 

Notes: Deadline, April magazine: 4.00 pm  Friday, 26th March 2010 
R = Reminder from previous issue. D = Diary entry. 
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Regular Services 
 

The Parish Church 
 

Sundays 8 am Holy Communion (Prayer Book) 

 10.30 am Family Service, first Sunday of the month 

Parish Eucharist, second, fourth and fifth 
Sundays. 
 

Matins, third Sunday. 

 6.30 pm Evensong, except third Sunday of the month, 
when it will be Holy Communion with the 
laying on of hands for those who wish it. 

Wednesdays 10 am Holy Communion at St Andrew‟s 
 

St Patrick’s Charvil 

Sundays 9.30 am Family Service, Third Sunday of the month 

Holy Communion, second and fourth Sundays 

Worship Service other Sundays. 
 

Sunday School 9.30 am except third Sunday of 
the month 

 

If you would like to arrange a Church Service in St. Andrew’s Church you are asked to 
contact Sonia Boyles, the Parish Administrator for Baptisms. Sonia can also be contacted 
by email at: standrews.sonning@btinternet.com. For Weddings and funerals, contact the 
vicar on 0118 969 3298.  

 
The Vicar’s Letter 

 

Dear friends, 
 

The flowers are banished, the Gloria mothballed, and the Lenten penitential 
purple is out in force in our sanctuaries. All this to symbolise the sombre 
spirit of this season, and yet during this month, we have a celebration, a 
thanksgiving. Mothering Sunday falls on March 14th, and posies will appear, 
and the slightly gloomy atmosphere will lift (we hope). Mothering Sunday, 
unlike its commercial equivalent for dads, is an ancient Church festival, and 
it offers a number of themes for the preacher desperate to avoid peddling 
the same old lines. Traditionally, we focus on our own mothers and all they 
have done for us, but let us not forget the tradition of the church acting as 
a mother.  
 

We as a P.C.C. have recently been thinking a lot about how our churches 
serve children and young people in Sonning and Charvil.  When you 
advertised for your new Vicar in 2008, the need to develop this work was 
highlighted, and I am deeply committed to turning this hope into a reality. 
The vital role of nurture, and of drawing on the image of the church as 
mother can‟t be underestimated, and any church that doesn‟t make it a 

mailto:standrews.sonning@btinternet.com
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priority will soon stumble. We are blessed to have committed volunteers in 
both churches who work in our Sunday schools, but, other than this, we are 
failing to engage in any form of meaningful outreach to the vast majority of 
children and teenagers in our parish, and I passionately believe we must 
rectify this soon. The P.C.C. are presently exploring the possibility of 
bringing in outside help, but this will obviously involve a significant 
investment from each of us responsible for paying for the ministry of our 
churches. 
 

I was recently given a poem, and it ably sums up the urgency of this issue, 
albeit in a rather stark manner. 
 

The church was finding it difficult to get enough help  
with the children’s work. 

 

“I’m sorry,” some people said. “We’d love to help, but we just don’t have 
the time to prepare.”  “That’s all right”, said the pornographic magazine 

seller. “I like children, I’m prepared to stay open all hours to give children 
magazines to read”. 

 

The church still wanted some members to help.  
 

“Sorry”, they said. “We need to spend time in worship and learning from 
the service”.  “That’s all right, I’ll help”, said the drug pusher. “I like 

spending my time talking and making friends with children”. 
 

The church still wanted some members to help. 
 

“Sorry”, they said. “We’re just no good with children”.  “That’s all right, 
I’ll help”, said the DVD producer. “I don’t know anything about children, 
but I’ll go on training courses and work late to find out all about young 

people so I can make the DVDs they want to watch.  
And when it comes to scenes of sex and violence,  
I’ll make sure I am on the right side of the law”. 

 

The church still wanted some members to help. 
 

But it was the magazine seller, the drug pusher and the DVD producer who 
worked the hardest at their children‟s work.  (Anon) 

 
We are working hard to put plans in place to begin an effective and 
sustained program of ministry to children and young people. However, it is 
going to involve real financial commitment if we are going to succeed. For 
now, we would value your prayers, and in the next few months, we will be 
saying more about how we can all work together to make this happen. 
 

At the beginning of next month, the long period of preparation will be over. 
Our churches will once again be filled with flowers and Glorias and the 
celebration of the resurrection, represented by gold frontals and vestments. 
That message of the angel at the tomb resonates just as powerfully today as 
it did for the disciples. The message of hope, of new beginnings and life 
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springing from death, is one that all our young people deserve to hear. 
Don‟t let us keep it to ourselves. 
  
Wishing you every blessing. 
 
Jamie 
 

Holy Week and Easter 
 
PALM SUNDAY 28th March 
 
8:00am St. Andrew‟s Holy Communion (BCP) 
9:30am St. Patrick‟s Holy Communion (CW) 
10:30am St. Andrew‟s Procession in churchyard followed by Parish 

         Eucharist 
6:30pm St. Andrew‟s   Choral Evensong 
 
HOLY WEEK 
 
Wednesday 
8:30am  Morning Prayer (St. Andrew‟s) 
10:00am Holy Communion (St Sarik) 
 
Maundy Thursday 
7:30pm Holy Communion with stripping of the altars  (St. Andrew‟s) 
 
Good Friday 
2:00pm The final Hour and Proclamation of the Cross 
2:00pm St Sarik) Children‟s making of Easter garden) 
7:00pm „The Crucifixion‟ (Stainer) sung by St. Andrew‟s choir 
 
Easter Saturday 
4:00pm Walk to St. Patrick‟s along the river (from the Vicarage) 
5:00pm BBQ at St. Patrick‟s 
7:00pm  Easter Vigil at St. Patrick‟s 
 
Easter Sunday 
8:00am St. Andrew‟s Holy Communion (BCP) 
9:30am St. Patrick‟s Holy Communion (CW) 
10:30am St. Andrew‟s Parish Eucharist (with Easter Eggs for children) 
6:30pm St. Andrew‟s Choral Evensong 
 
Easter Monday 
2:00pm Easter Egg Hunt and tea Party at the Vicarage (bring a plate of 
something!) 
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Notices 
 

Pastoral visitors: The parish pastoral visitor team are available to visit the 
sick and housebound and, when appropriate, bring Holy Communion to 
people‟s homes. If you know of anyone who would benefit from a visit, 
please call our pastoral co-ordinator, Jean Tinson on 0118 969 0782. 
 

VE Day 65th Anniversary: A community celebration is to be held on May 9th 
at 6:30pm in St. Andrew‟s to mark this historic occasion. The Dean of 
Windsor, Bishop David Conner will be preaching, and the choir of the Vicar‟s 
last church, St. Andrew‟s in Broadstairs, will be joining our own to lead the 
singing. Please make a note in your diaries. We would like to be able to 
offer celebratory drinks after the service, along the lines of Nine Lessons 
and Carols, but church funds can‟t stretch to this at the moment. If anyone 
would like to make a contribution towards making this possible, please 
could you send the Vicar a cheque made out to Sonning P.C.C., clearly 
stating what it is for? Many thanks. 
 

St. George’s Day Festal Eucharist: The Archdeacon of Berkshire, the 
Venerable Norman Russell will be the guest preacher on April 25th for a 
special service to commemorate England‟s patron saint at 10:30am in St 
Andrew‟s. 
 

Jamie 
 

An Introduction to Active Listening Skills 
 

Saturday, 24th April 2010 
10.00am – 12.30pm 

St Sarik Room 
Who’s it for? 
This is open to anyone who would like to learn about – or learn more about - 
active listening skills and gain reassurance that they‟re already using their 
skills appropriately.  It will be useful for those using active listening skills at 
work, as a volunteer, or in day-to-day life. 
What would I gain from coming along? 
By the end of the workshop, it is hoped that you will have enhanced your 
knowledge of: 

• What we mean by „active listening skills „ and how we use them to 

best effect 

• Non-verbal communication 

• When to refer on and to whom 

Places are limited so if you‟d like to come along – or you‟d like to know 
more about it, please contact me on 0118 966 3511 or email 
chrisgothard1@aol.com by Saturday 17th April. 
 

Chris Gothard 
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For all those  
dealing with the 
loss of a loved one, 
redundancy, divorce,  
or separation 

 
 

Come and join us at an informal coffee 
 

 morning on the second Tuesday of the month 
 

 at 11am in the St Sarik Room of 
 

St. Andrew’s Sonning 
 

(March 9th 2010) 
 

An opportunity to meet with others facing the  
 

many pressures of bereavement and loss 
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Charvil Chatter 
 

All governments of whatever political colour tend to run out of steam as 
they come to the end of their term of office.  The present government is no 
exception.  As we approach a general election each principal contestant is 
running a campaign of blame and shame against each other.  However this 
situation appears to be worse this year because so many members of 
Parliament have been held to account over their expenses claims, our 
current member of parliament excepted.  This is a worrying situation as it 
results is the disillusionment and cynicism of the electorate in the integrity 
of Parliament and its members.  Democracy, although far from perfect, is 
infinitely preferable to any other form of government, especially a 
dictatorship. 
 
The prediction in many quarters is that the outcome of the forthcoming 
election is likely to be a hung Parliament.  If this is the result will the 
government be effective in delivering what is needed by the majority of the 
country‟s citizens?  Positively speaking, with so many current MP‟s standing 
down, the new blood may well make a difference and renew our faith and 
expectations of parliament for the future.  I do hope and pray so. 
 
With Holy week and Easter at the end of the month, when the Christian 
church celebrates its vision and faith that out of failure and destruction is 
born new life and salvation through the mediation and sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ, will our new government share that vision of the need to work for 
the kingdom of heaven on earth, whose characteristics are integrity, peace 
and those things that make for the unity of the brotherhood of all mankind?  
That will only come about if we take seriously what are the needs and 
interests of our fellow human beings of whatever creed, colour or 
nationality, as well as our own.  That is what loving our neighbour means 
and to do so is the expression of God‟s love for all. 
 
Love and Prayers for a Happy Easter 
 
Michael & Family 
 

From the Registers 
 

Baptisms 
  
31st January:      Alice Leigh Crouch.   Evie Alexander Crouch 
7th February : Aaron James Ian Simpkins 
14th February :   Rebecca Louise Shuttleworth  
Funerals 
  
1st February: Annie Crook 
25th February: Ellen Ranscombe 
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Parish Fees and Rents –  
the uncomfortable truth: 

 
The parish‟s accounts are presenting a large deficit for the last year. The 
main reason for this is that returns from historic investments have 
shrivelled, with costs ever increasing, and this has exposed the fact that 
giving from our two congregations is almost the lowest per member, of any 
church in the entire Diocese of Oxford (Berkshire, Oxfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire).  
 
A review has taken place of all the various fees at St. Andrew‟s and rents 
for users of St. Patrick‟s, and these have all now been increased. Utility 
bills and other costs have all risen dramatically in recent years, and income 
from those who benefit from our facilities has not been covering this. There 
are a number of groups that use St. Patrick‟s, and we are pleased that they 
can make use of this community facility. Some may find it a struggle to find 
the money to pay, but, with such a significant deficit, we are no longer able 
to subsidise users by charging rents that do not cover the running costs of 
the time they use the building.  
 
The reality is that basic economics have caught up with us, and if we failed 
to rectify this now, the sustainability of the facilities in Charvil in the 
medium to long term, would be open to question. However, we recognise 
the important work of Charvil Pre-School, and very much want to support 
them. The P.C.C. will therefore be making a significant annual donation to 
them, and this will be taken from the money we sacrificially give away to 
mission and good causes.  
 
The issue of general financial stewardship from our congregations will be 
highlighted after Easter, and is the subject of much prayer and discussion.  
 
Jamie 
 

 

St Patrick’s Festival March 2010 

Well folks it‟s all planned, and it‟s this month.  Put the date in your diaries 
(12th 17th mar), check out the programme of events on the add in this 
magazine, and come along.  It‟ll be great fun and experience.   The boss 
told me to say that, and that he‟s also booked the piano tuner to give me 
the once over before the organ grinder gets his hands on me.  See you 
there! 

 
Joanna (the St Patrick’s Pianner) 
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Jazz Fish ‘n Chip Supper 

 
With the Denise Lawrence Band 

In the Pearson Hall 
On Friday 19th March 

7.30 for 8.00pm 
Pay bar, raffle 

Tickets £13.50 each                   Call me on 0118 969 3326 
Profits in aid of the RNLI 

Jane Gascoine 
 

 
The Friends of St Andrew's Church 

 
Annual General Meeting 

 
Thursday, 18th March at 8.00 pm 

in the St Sarik Room 
 

It would be very encouraging for the Trustees 
if there was a good attendance. 

Do please come if you can. 
 

Jean Collin 
 

 
Sonning Floral Arrangement Society 

 
If it were possible to improve on nature then Ninon Linnell has come very 
close to achieving this ambition. Let us say that she has tweeked it a bit 
with her amazing way of converting unconsidered items of flora into 
beautiful, decorative dried flowers and leaves. Her February demonstration 
of Nature Preserved consisted of dried materials with just a few glycerined 
leaves to add extra texture. Some she had made up herself. For example, 
using onion skins and a centre of Alder seed cone she had created a very 
attractive orange rose. Dyed tree fungus was something else she used. She 
had made flowers from orange peel, banana skins, corn husks, daisies from 
melon seeds. Other things she used were Chinese lanterns, pomegranates, 
mushrooms, artichoke heads, wood shavings and palm, fatsia and magnolia 
leaves. The list is endless! 
 
It required immense patience, but the result was a shining display in very 
colourful autumn shades. Most impressive was a recreation of a Grindling 
Gibbons carving. I think we are all keen to learn more about this fascinating 
subject. 
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Dates for the diary 
 
Friday, 26th March, 2.00pm: Rhode Street Methodist Church flower 
demonstration and afternoon tea in aid of the NSPCC, £10.00. Anyone 
interested in attending, call Sue Holmes on 0118 978 4713. 
 
Monday, 26th April: at The Mill at Sonning, a grand demonstration entitled 
„Into the Woods’. 
 
The next meeting is on 11th March in the Pearson Hall. A demonstration by 
Barbara Collier entitled „Come with me’. The competition subject is My 
Favourite Arrangement’. Sounds easy – why not have a go? 
 

Jane Gascoine 
 

Twyford Wargrave and District Volunteer Centre 

 

How busy are you? Could you offer a little help to people who need you? 

The Twyford, Wargrave and District Volunteer Centre are once again looking 
for new drivers to take the people who, for one reason or another are 
unable to drive themselves to hospitals, doctor‟s surgeries, day centres etc.  

This is a most worthwhile service which takes just a short amount of time on 
an occasional basis. You are not committing yourself to a weekly or even 
fortnightly journey because you can choose each time that you are asked to 
do a job, whether or not you accept it. Petrol costs are reimbursed and all 
types of car are suitable. 

So, PLEASE, if you can spare just a little time now and then, consider 
volunteering to help somebody less fortunate than you are. 

To find out more about volunteer driving please contact: 

Rosemary Digby  on: 01189693277, or rosemary.digby@talktalk.net 

 
Parish Walk 

 
Mar 20th. As the Walk for Dec was cancelled we will meet in station Rd 
Wargrave near the War Memorial, walk of 4/5 miles, hills. 
 

Jean Milbourn  
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Sonning Art Group 
 
The adverse weather caused a slow start for the Group this year but 
everything speeded up with a full attendance for the AGM and the election 
of three additional members to the Committee. Officer roles have been 
changed; George Webster after 7 years as Chairman was elected to the new 
role of President, Sue Bell takes over the role of Chairman, Bob Farquhar, 
Secretary, and Jean Hutchinson, Treasurer. 
 
Surprisingly, „Scenes of Sonning and Surrounds‟, the topic for the quarterly 
competition for the hotly contended „Chairman‟s Cup Award‟ with Members 
painting their entries over the winter months didn‟t attract any snow 
pictures!  The winning entry was from George Webster which featured a 
night time view of „The Mill at Sonning‟. 
 
The Group wishes to honour the memory of Tom Baldwin, a long term 
member of the Group who passed away in 2009, and has introduced an 
annual trophy to go to the member who in the view of the committee made 
most progress in their artwork over the year.  The first recipient of this 
„Achievement Award‟ was presented to Barry Stebbings for the work he 
produced over the year 2009. 
 

George Webster 
 

RNLI Sonning Branch 
 
Sounds of Sonning: Saturday, 27th March 2010 
  
Due to circumstances beyond our control the very popular RNLI Music 
Evening was postponed and we are now holding it in March.  Some familiar 
faces have already signed up to perform but we are always looking for NEW 
TALENT. If you are over 18 years old, can play ANY musical instrument 
and/or sing and would like to take part on Saturday, 27th March please 
contact David Bates on 0118 969 7753. 
  
The format of the evening, held in the Pearson Hall, will be similar to 
previous years and will consist of two sessions of assorted musical acts with 
supper in between. Tickets costing £10 per head to include a meal can be 
obtained from David Bates now. 
 

Alison Russell 
 

The Return of the Native 
 

I am delighted to report the return, after an absence of close on 50 years, 
of the Eurasian Otter (Lutra lutra) to the Thames in and around Sonning. A 
recent early morning sighting by a couple of local contacts on the Thames 
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just downstream of the village, was quickly backed up by confirmation of 
several fresh spraints (droppings) on the banks near Sonning Bridge. This 
confirmation was provided by one of my EA colleagues, who was carrying 
out surveys of this part of the Thames for the Otter Survey of England, and 
he also confirmed that signs show that there is probably now a resident pair 
occupying the stretch of floodplain between Reading and Henley. Otters are 
very territorial and this would be about the right-sized area to sustain a 
family of otters. As it happens, a member of my national team is co-
ordinating this survey across England and although for now I am sworn to 
secrecy on the overall results, I can certainly say that they are extremely 
encouraging! 
 

Otters were wiped out from much of England 
during the 60s and 70s due largely to the 
effects of toxic persistent agricultural 
pesticides, but since many of those were 
banned in the 70s, the levels of toxicity in the 
environment have gradually declined, and for 
the last 15 years or so, otters have been 
spreading back from Wales and the South-
West. As the person who established the first 
otter habitat improvement projects in the 
Thames catchment, back in the late 80s and 
90s, it has been a career ambition for me to 
see them back as residents in this part of the 
Thames.  

 
I and my colleagues always believed that re-introduction was unnecessary 
and that if we worked hard to improve the habitat along our rivers, otters 
would steadily re-colonise all the suitable stretches. In the end, releases by 
The Otter Trust in the Upper Thames near Lechlade in the late 90s, (against 
my advice I hasten to add!), combined with the natural re-colonisation that 
was already underway, served to speed up the process of recovery. And now 
it is not only our bit of the river that is occupied – the latest survey 
evidence suggest that they are now resident all the way from the source 
down at least as far as Windsor. And so if you are down by the river at dusk 
or dawn, keep an eye and an ear open – you might just be in for a treat! 
 

Ali Driver 
 

(Picture courtesy of the Environment Agency) 
 

A Walk Around Charvil 
 
Sunday, 14th March starting at 4.15pm at the entrance to Gingell‟s Farm 
Road. This guided walk is part of the St. Patrick‟s Festival and will end in St. 
Patrick‟s Hall with a question & answer session, refreshments, a chance to 
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buy the illustrated booklet also entitled „A Walk Around Charvil‟ and 
displays to view of photographs, paintings (some for sale), etc., all of local 
interest.  If the weather is bad come straight to the hall a 4:15pm for an 
indoor talked walk!  Any queries or to express an interest (to give us an idea 
of numbers) now or on the day please telephone Bill Crane on 01189 
345591. 
 

Julie Bennett 
 

Charvil Senior Residents Club 
 
At St. Patrick‟s Festival: Open afternoon from 2.00 to 4.00 pm on Tuesday, 
16th of March. 
 
Charvil Senior Residents Club invite you to join us for light entertainment, 
tea & home-made cakes, displays of written comments, photographs and 
paintings and a craft/bric-a-brac stall, which will be offering knitted items, 
paintings, cakes etcetera as well. There will also be some special guests!  
Please drop in & meet new people, we will be waiting to welcome you. Do 
please contact me on 0118 934 5059 with any queries or if you would like 
transport to get to & from St. Patrick‟s Hall. 
 
Our regular club meetings are every fortnight on a Tuesday afternoon from 
2 to 4pm in St. Patrick‟s Hall, the next two meetings will be on the 9th & 
23rd March.  We chat & support each other, play bingo, have the occasional 
speaker or quiz, arrange outings & always have afternoon tea & cakes.  Very 
recently we had our post Christmas/New Year lunch at The Land‟s End Pub, 
which we all enjoyed. The sun bathed us in warmth & in between we 
watched a brief mini blizzard! 
 
Do visit us to see if you would like to come regularly. Volunteer helpers & 
drivers welcome.  All queries please telephone 01189 345059. 
 

Julie Bennett 
 

Sonning Volunteer Fire Brigade Trust 
 

The Sonning Volunteer Fire Brigade was formed in 1905 and had no 
permanent base for a few years. In 1923 a new fire engine was acquired and 
a garage belonging to Mr Elgar was rented. This, with subsequent 
alterations, is the present building. In 1929, following Mr Elgar‟s death, The 
Fire Brigade bought it for £425.00. 
 

After various national and local reorganisations of the Fire Service, the 
Brigade and its equipment were taken over by the County Council. However, 
the Station remained in local hands. It is no longer required by the Royal 
Berkshire Fire Service and closed in March 2007. 
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On 4th January 1952, The Board of Charity Commissioners issued an Order 
establishing the Sonning Fire Brigade Trust. Its provisions include: 
 

 The site is vested in the Official Trustee, in trust for the Charity. 

 There shall be one Ex-officio Trustee (the Chairman of Sonning Parish 
Council) four co-opted Trustees “residing or carrying on business in or 
near Sonning”, and a clerk appointed by the Trustees. 

 The Trustees may let the property. 

 Subject to the authority of the Charity Commissioners, the Trustees 
may sell the property. The proceeds shall be invested in trust for the 
Charity. 

 In the words of the Commissioner‟s Order; “The Trustees shall apply 
the yearly income of the Charity and if they think fit the capital 
endowment thereof for any public purpose for the benefit of the 
Parish of Sonning and not provided out of rates or other public funds”. 

 

Over more than 50 years, the trust‟s annual income from rent paid by the 
Fire Service increased gradually from £ 53.18s to over £6,000. The Trust‟s 
donations increased correspondingly. Some 40 village organisations and 
occasional special events were supported. By the end of 2005, the total 
donated was over £90,000. The five largest beneficiaries were St Andrew‟s 
Church, the Pearson Hall, Sonning School, the Robert Palmer Cottages and 
Sonning Scouts. 
 

Since 31st March 2008, there has been no income and consequently no 
donations are possible at the moment. However, it is the Trustee‟s belief 
that the property can and should continue to provide funds “for the benefit 
of the inhabitants of Sonning. 
 
In the light of comments by the Planning Officer of Wokingham Borough 
Council the Trustees have withdrawn a planning application and are now 
considering alternative action. 
 

John Russell. Clerk to the Trustees 
 

The South African Church Development Trust 
 
The congregation of St Andrew‟s has for the past few years supported the 
SACDT. It was started by Dr Arthur Spencer-Payne (Espi) a retired Harley 
Street Dentist and Harold Wilson, my father, in Cape Town in the late 
fifties. They were inspired by the then Archbishop of Cape Town, Dr Joost 
de Blank whose earlier ministry at Harrow-on-the-Hill was chronicled in his 
book The Parish in Action. 
 
I was very much involved in the foundation of the charity, having 
undertaken a four thousand mile journey around the mission areas of South 
Africa where we interviewed, photographed and established the needs of 
the mission parishes of the Church of the Province of South Africa.. 
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I spent nearly a year talking to groups at churches and parishes throughout 
the UK whilst running the office in Tunbridge Wells and Espi and my Dad 
between them made 165 presentations to different congregations in the UK 
and USA in a two month period! Together we raised a significant amount of 
money and lots of interest. My Dad and I gave up working in the family 
business to do this and as we had committed that all we raised would go to 
the cause we could not continue indefinitely. After about a year when we 
had exhausted the available family finances we returned to Cape Town to 
relieve my dear long-suffering mother who had been running the business in 
our absence.   
 
They were challenging and good fun times and it is really super to know that 
the work carries on and many projects have been funded over the past 50 
years. I look forward to attending the 50th year celebrations taking place at 
St Martin‟s-in-the field on 19th May and in South Africa in September 2010. 
 

James Wilson 
 

Sonning & Sonning Eye Society 
 
The Village Voices exhibition has transferred extremely well to the Museum 
of English Rural Life and there will be an opportunity for a special visit on 
the 20th March from 2pm onwards. Three of the contributors and most of the 
interviewing team will be present to answer questions and to expand on 
some of the fascinating information within the exhibition. If you would like 
to attend this event please contact Diana Coulter on 0118 969 2132 or email 
at diana.coulter@mac.com. 
 
We have two events planned for April. On the 16th there will be a talk on 
Sonning Bells and the Art of Bell Ringing at the Reading Blue Coat School 
and on the 25th there will be a Bluebell Walk at the BBOWT reserve at Bix. 
More details of these two events will appear in next month‟s Parish 
magazine. 
 

Mark Green 
 

Sonning Glebe WI 
 
February‟s meeting is run by our members every year and is always 
successful.  This year was no exception.  Expertly headed by Margaret 
Marston as Acting President and ably assisted by Pat Livesey who was the 
secretary.   We had an excellent speaker from Bonhams who spoke about 
the history of jewellery and asking us to guess the value of certain items she 
had brought with her. 
 

mailto:diana.coulter@mac.com
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Our monthly meal was held in the evening this month and was held at the 
Lands End PH.  Our usual get together for knit and natter was held at the 
beginning of February and was very well attended.  We are looking forward 
to our theatre trip to see Sister Act in March and, hopefully, weather being 
OK we will be organising a walk.  Our annual Quiz takes place on March 5th 
when we combine a quiz evening with supper. As mentioned in the February 
magazine we are holding our AGM in March and combining this with a 
belated Christmas party including mince pies, mulled wine and games. In 
the pipeline are visits to Hampton Court and the Spinnaker Tower at 
Portsmouth. 
 
If you would like to hear more about Sonning Glebe WI or would like to see 
our annual programme, please give me a call on 9694897 or E mail me on 
normanoakley@waitrose.com. 
 

Molly Oakley 
 

Scarecrows 2010 
Sunday/Monday 30th/31st May. 

 
I’m sure that you have been giving thought to your Scarecrow entry 
and have come up with some truly creative ideas – many thanks to 
those who braved the snow to come along to the meeting in February! 
 
The route will once again include the bottom of Pound Lane (from 
the rec), Pearson Road, High Street  and Thames Street (down to the 
bridge and immediately over the bridge) and the bottom of Charvil 
Lane (from the farm entrance). To register your entry, or find out 
more, then please email Barbara.carr71@hotmail.co.uk or telephone 
0118 934 5886. 
 

If you have a place on the route for your Scarecrow, 
that would be great - otherwise I’m sure we can find 
a space for your entry.  It would be helpful if you 
could register as soon as possible so that the map 
can start to take shape and we can avoid 
duplications!  

 
I do hope that I’ll hear from you in the near future with a great idea 
for a scarecrow or two or three or………  
 

Worzel 

 

mailto:normanoakley@waitrose.com
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