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The Parish of Sonning

The ancient parish of Sonning, originally extending from Sonning Common to
Sandhurst was one of the great blocks of land handed over to the Church in
the 7th century. In 909 A.D. Sonning with Ramsbury, became a separate
bishopric, the Bishop of Ramsbury/ Sonning maintaining a riverside Hall in the
village. In 1075 the see was transferred to Old Sarum, ultimately Salisbury,
whose bishops had their own Palace on the same site as the Saxon Hall until
1574, when the manor was transferred to the Crown.

St Andrew's Church in the heart of the village was founded in Saxon times -
probably by Birinus, first bishop of Dorchester-on-Thames. It was largely
rebuilt in 1852, during the incumbency of Canon Hugh Pearson; it was he who
founded the Sonning Parish Magazine in 1869.

The White Hart Hotel, now known as The Great House, and partly 17th
century, stands on the site of older buildings including the home of 'Elias the
Ferryman' mentioned in a deed of 1100. The French Horn Hotel, in Sonning
Eye, was built in the 1880s in front of the original old inn - now Bridge House
- and its farm buildings. The Bull Inn, belonging to the Church, was originally
known as Church House, a guesthouse for pilgrims to medieval St Sarik’s
Chapel in St Andrew's. Also adjoining the church is Deanery Garden one of Sir
Edwin Lutyen's best-known country houses built at the turn of the century,
just above the site of the ancient residence of the Deans of Salisbury who
regularly visited Sonning, the parish being a ‘Dean’s Peculiar'.

Sonning Mill produced a regular supply of flour from Saxon time until 1969,
after which it was converted into a ‘Dinner Theatre’, the first of its kind in
Britain. The Pearson Hall is the principal venue for village functions

Within the village boundaries lie the Reading Blue Coat School at Holme Park
(once the home of the Lord of the Manor) Sonning Church of England Primary
School, King George's Field and other sports grounds, and Reading University
Farm - all of which help to preserve the rural atmosphere of Sonning, the
centre of which is now a conservation area.

The civil parish of Charvil is of relatively recent origin but the land on which
it lies has long been part of the ecclesiastical parish of Sonning. In the 18th
and 19th centuries it consisted of Charville Farm and a few cottages, which
lay between the villages of Sonning and Twyford and adjacent to the London
to Bath highway.

The development of Charvil began between the two World Wars, particularly
after the new A4 road was constructed in the 1920s bypassing Twyford, and
was accelerated after 1945. To meet the needs of this increasingly large
community, St Patrick's dual-purpose Church and Hall was consecrated and
opened in 1952; it remains within the ecclesiastical parish of Sonning. It was
considerably extended and refurbished in 2001.
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Forthcoming Events

Date What’s on? Page
6 Feb Barn Dance, Charvil Village Hall 20
10 Feb Scarecrows 2010; start-up meeting R
19 Feb ‘Villages Voices’ at The Museum of Rural Life, private viewing 26
20 Feb Parish walk 21
27 Feb Sonning Scouts quiz evening 23
27 Feb RNLI Sonning music evening R
13/17 Mar | St Patrick’s Festival 19
18 Mar FoStAC AGM 21
20 Mar ‘Villages Voices’ at The Museum of Rural Life, private viewing 26
8 May Christian Aid Concert R
12 May Annual Parish meeting
29/31 May | Sonning Festival 24
Notes: Deadline, March magazine: 4.00 pm Friday, 26" Feb 2010
R = Reminder from previous issue. D = Diary entry.
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Regular Services
The Parish Church

Sundays 8 am Holy Communion (Prayer Book)
10.30 am | Family Service, first Sunday of the month

Parish Eucharist, second, fourth and fifth
Sundays.

Matins, third Sunday.

6.30 pm | Evensong, except third Sunday of the month,
when it will be Holy Communion with the
laying on of hands for those who wish it.

Wednesdays | 10 am Holy Communion at St Andrew’s

St Patrick’s Charvil

Sundays 9.30 am Family Service, Third Sunday of the month
Holy Communion, second and fourth Sundays
Worship Service other Sundays.

Sunday School 9.30 am except third Sunday of
the month

If you would like to arrange a Church Service in St. Andrew’s Church you are asked to
contact Sonia Boyles, the Parish Administrator for Baptisms. Sonia can also be contacted
by email at: standrews.sonning@btinternet.com. For Weddings and funerals, contact the
vicar on 0118 969 3298.

The Vicar’s Letter

Dear friends,

The bleak mid winter has been with us in earnest since December, and as |
write this, in mid January, the local schools have once again closed and
people have been staying away from church because of the dangerous
conditions. The sight of snow has always excited me. | well remember the
few occasions as a child when we woke up and opened our curtains in
expectation and saw the wonderful scene and realised that there would be
no school. Of course there are many countries where snow is a daily
presence for months on end, but we are just not used to this. However, the
novelty value has now passed and we are presently at the stage where,
rather like relatives at Christmas, it’s lovely when they first come, but
we’re glad to say goodbye after a while! | must say that | have been
encouraged at the level of community spirit in the parish, and, on my
rounds, it has been very good to hear that the elderly and housebound have
been well looked after by neighbours and friends. Indeed, | have been
impressed since we arrived at the good neighbourliness in the parish, and |
know that others who have moved here recently are equally grateful.
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Someone once asked Jesus who our neighbours are. Christ then told the
parable of the good Samaritan. In the last few weeks we have witnessed the
horrific aftermath of the earthquake in Haiti. In a similar way to the
tsunami in 2004, this dreadful crisis has united people from around the
world with a desire to follow the example of the good Samaritan. Some
have given directly, and many have given in our church collections. As well
as this, the people and government of that country have been in our
prayers. We should also look to uphold the church in Haiti as they will
undoubtedly be heavily involved in offering support, comfort and hope.
Sadly, unless personally involved in one of these great tragedies, we move
on fairly quickly. However, | will be making enquiries into how we as a
parish might be able to support, on an ongoing basis ,the Christian church in
Haiti.

Finally, Lent is almost upon us. Could | urge you to consider joining one of
our Lent ‘York courses’. They will be an informal opportunity to spend a
moment, not only in preparation for Easter, but also to reflect on our own
Christian journey. They will be running on Monday evenings and Wednesdays
at 11am and 7:30pm. Why not set aside a little time, quite apart from
Sunday worship, to learn a little more about the Christian journey?

Warm wishes.
Jamie
Notices

Junior choir: We have 14 members of the junior choir, and we are now
pleased to be able to offer more places to boys or girls who enjoy singing.
The commitment is to sing at the first Sunday of the month family service,
having attended the practice between 7pm and 8pm the Friday before. They
also sing at special services such as Christmas, Remembrance Sunday and
Easter. They will also be invited to sing at weddings, but this is entirely
voluntary. A fee is paid for singing at all of these services. Please contact
the vicar or our director of music, David Duvall, if interested.

Advance notice: The parish will be holding a community celebration for the
65" anniversary of VE day on May 9. There will be a service at 6:30pm at
which the Dean of Windsor, Bishop David Conner, will preach, and there will
also be a party for the village. More details to follow.

St. Patrick’s Day feast: On Saturday 13" at 7:30pm St Patrick’s is hosting an
Irish stew and Guinness feast to celebrate their patronal saint. Tickets are
on sale after services in both churches and are £7.50. As well as supper,
there will be a licensed bar.



Lent Course: Three groups are running this Lent, and you are very welcome
to sign up on a list in either church. There will be a session on Monday
evenings at 7:30pm, Wednesdays at 11am or 7:30pm. We will be following
the usual ‘York Course’.

With best wishes,
Jamie
Charvil Chatter

The world is full of aches and pains, and of course today we are much more
aware of them everywhere in the world thanks to the media who are always
on the spot. The initial response to disasters, both arising from natural or
human sources, is more often than not immediate and generous. The
response to the suffering of the people of Haiti is a case in point. The
downside is that it isn’t long before the news of what has happened is
replaced by the next assault on our emotions. It is estimated that it will
take ten years to restore Haiti and its people back to a semblance of
normality. The other sad fact of life is that familiarity can dull the need to
maintain support and help and to maintain the momentum long after the
initial response.

The importance of this cannot be under estimated if hope is not to turn to
despair. The disciples, immediately following the crucifixion of Jesus, felt
that the bottom had fallen out of their world and all their hopes were
dashed. What they had given up the follow Jesus seemed to have ended in
disaster, albeit not for long when to their amazement Jesus returned and
reappeared to reassure them, that all was not lost and that he had not died
in vain and without His death making any sense. His numerous resurrection
appearances proved without doubt that He was not only son of man but also
son of God. Every Good Friday and Easter Sunday we should never forget
that in His suffering and subsequent victory over death, although an all too
familiar event, is intended to renew our hope and the hope of all who suffer
and are in despair, not least the people of Haiti.

Our love should reflect the reality of God’s love for all mankind, especially
the people of Haiti, not only for the duration of its news coverage but also
for the years to come both in prayers and a continuing generous response to
meet their needs in whatever way we can. If we give up something for Lent
let it be for the benefit of those who suffer deprivation and loss in whatever
form.

Love and Prayers,

Michael & Family
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For all those

dealing with the

loss of a loved one,
redundancy, divorce,
or separation

Come and join us at an informal coffee
morning on the second Tuesday of the month
at 11am in the St Sarik Room of
St. Andrew’s Sonning
(February 9" 2010)

An opportunity to meet with others facing the
many pressures of bereavement and loss



Ot Patvick s Seatival

A Community Festival with an Irish Theme
Join in and celebrate at St Patrick’s, home of many local groups.

St Patrick’s Church, Park View Drive North, Charyvil

Friday 12th March -

Concert, Tara’s Drama Group 5:30—7:00 pm Contact :Tara Moore 9349711
A concert run by the Drama Group who are based at St Patrick’s Church

Postcard road show:7:30— 10:00 pm Contact: Roy Sheppard 969 5155
A presentation of Postcards and Cigarette cards of local interest, followed by an op-
portunity to show experts your postcards and cigarette cards.

Saturday 13th March -

Childrén's Fun Day 10:00am—12:30pm Contact: Bob Peters 9693589
A selection of fun,games and activities for children run by local groups. Parents in-

vited from 12noon Py
An Irish Feast 7:30—10:00 pm Contact: Ruth Warms 9349218
Irish Stew and Guinness Night. Tickets £7.50

Sunday 14th March -

Mothering Sunday Celebration. 9:30—10:30am our Mothering Sunday service
A walk around Charvil with local historian Bill Crane. 4:30—6:00 pm  Meet at
the entrance to Gingell's Farm Road, ending at St Patrick's Church. For the :-

St Patrick’s Day “Songs of Praise”’, 6:30 -7:30pm Contact Chris Easton 934 0795
to request your favourite hymn and then come along and sing..

Tuesday 16th March -

Senior Residents' Open Day. 2:00-4:00pm  Contact: Julie Bennett 934 5059
Craft Evening: 7:00-9:00pm Open evening with the Floral Art Group and Charvil
Art Group. Call in to see them at work and find out more about the groups.

Wednesday 17th March -

Patronal Festival Eucharist 7:30—8.30pm  Contact Michael Forrer 934 1989
The service will be led by Bishop Stephen Cottrell, Bishop of Reading. and will be
followed by refreshments and a chance to meet Bishop Stephen



From the Registers

Baptisms:

27" Dec: Fiona Geddes Debnam

27" Dec: Daniel Bruce Debnam

3 Jan: Gabriela Rose Fernanda Jara-Duncan
3 Jan: Archibald Charles Povey

17™ Jan:  Christian John Cary

Funerals:

13" Jan: Hubert John Pearce
18" Jan: Helen Mary Easby

St Patrick’s Festival March 2010

Well folks it’s all planned, | told the headhitter I’d be brief to make space
for the one page ad, so look at the details there and put them in your diary.
See you there!

Joanna (the St Patrick’s Pianner)
Barn Dance- 6™ February 2010, 7.30 to 11.00pm

It’s that time of year again to get your dancing boots on and have a go at
‘Threading the Needle’, ‘Stripping the Willow’ or some ‘Do-se-dos’! You
don’t need a partner to join in. An excellent caller, Dave Tindall, helps you
find your way through the myriad of dances. There’s plenty of room to show
off your steps to your friends as the barn dance is at Charvil Village Hall.

Tickets are £10.00 each; food included, and will be available at St Andrew’s
and St Patrick’s from the 10" of January onwards. Or order by phoning me
on 07810 822 405. Don’t forget to bring your own alcohol.
| look forward to seeing you there. Best foot forward!
Julie Wearing
Book of Remembrance, St Andrew’s
The Book of Remembrance will be updated shortly. If there is someone you
would like entered in the book, family or friend, then please let me have

their full name, year of birth and day, month and year of death. My
telephone number is 0118 969 6693 and email is carole.barnett@talktalk.net

Carole Barnett
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The Friends of St Andrew's Church
Annual General Meeting

Thursday, 18™ March at 8.00 pm
in the St Sarik Room

It would be very encouraging for the Trustees
if there was a good attendance.

Do please come if you can.
Jean Collin

A Letter of Appreciation

The following email was received by the Sonning Parish Council, too late for
the January magazine, but nevertheless worthy of publication now:

Subject: Thank you for help during the snow

| was hoping that there was a way that you could pass on my thanks to all the
villagers of Sonning who braved the snow and the cold on the night of Monday 21st
December to help all the motorists who found themselves virtually trapped in
Sonning in the snow while trying to negotiate the hill down to the bridge. It was very
reassuring to see some helpful smiling faces directing vehicles and giving help and
encouragement to us all!

Many thanks,

Sarah
Caversham, Reading

Parish Walk

Feb 20" Meet 10.15 a.m. at Swyncombe Church GR682902 for snowdrops.
Walk 42 - 5 miles, some hills. If the weather is bad, please phone me on
0118 926 803 or mobile 07982 048387.

Jean Milbourn

Sonning Twinning Association: Youth Award 2010

We are delighted to announce that, due to the generosity of two of our
Twinning Association members, we are again able to offer a bursary of £250
to enable a young person to visit Ligugé later this year. Applications are
open to all young people under the age of 18 living in Sonning or actively
involved in a Sonning school, club or other organisation. The bursary will
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cover travel costs (including those of an accompanying parent or friend) and
pocket money, enabling the participant to enjoy a week or so staying with a
family in Ligugé.

Applications should be completed personally, detailing in no more than one
hundred words what the applicant hopes to achieve from the award, be
accompanied by a supporting statement from a teacher or club leader. They
should be sent to David Bates, The Gatehouse, Sonning Lane, Sonning RG4
6ST by Friday 12 February 2010 and the winner will be announced by Friday
26 February 2010. For further details, please contact David Bates, Chairman
on 0118 969 7753.

Mary Chapman
The Little Green Aliens are Coming!

Canada Geese, Rose-ringed Parakeets, Australian Swamp Stonecrop,
American Signal Crayfish, North American Mink - they’re all here already,
as many will be aware, but there is now another potentially invasive alien
species looming ever closer to Sonning - Floating Pennywort (Hydrocotyle
ranunculoides). This innocuous-sounding floating water plant originates
from North America and, as is invariably the case, it’s Man’s ignorance and
carelessness which has led to it being in the wild in the UK. It was first
introduced in the 1980s by aquatic plant nurseries and has escaped or been
deliberately introduced into the wild, in many parts of southern Britain,
over the last 30 years. Last year, it was discovered in a business park near
the Foudry Brook in South Reading and soon after that, flooding swept it
into the brook itself. From there it drifted downstream into the Kennet and
thus into the Thames.

| heard about this last October and immediately checked a stream coming
off the river in Thames Valley Park meadows and sure enough there it was,
lurking in the margins, ready to spread phenomenally fast once the weather
warms up. Oracle were quickly alerted and pledged to remove every
fragment of the plant they could find, but the chances are it will be in other
parts of the Thames locally, clinging on to margins in quiet backwaters and
upstream of weirs etc. Once it gets a grip, this prolific species can turn a
river into a green carpet in the space of a summer season! | know - I’ve seen
it on the River Mole in Surrey and the Pevensey Levels in Sussex, where the
Environment Agency has had to spend tens of thousands of pounds physically
removing it.

The chances are that boat traffic and high flows will prevent it from
completely clogging the Thames, but the quieter margins will almost
certainly become a haven for it. And that is where the problem lies,
because it swamps many of the native plants, thus reducing the variety of
life that may occur in any given area. Also when clumps of it become
dislodged, it can clog up weirs and sluices on the river. So let’s hope the
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various organisations, who are working hard to remove it from our local
waterways, manage to do so before it’s too late.

Ali Driver

1% Sonning Scout Group Quiz - Saturday 27" February

The 1°* Sonning Scout Group is holding a fund-raising quiz on Saturday 27
February 2010 at the Pearson Hall, Sonning. Doors will open at 6.30pm, with
the first question at 7:00pm.

The quiz is for adults only and the cost is £6 per person, which includes a
light buffet. There will also be a well-stocked pay bar! Our renowned
Quizmaster, Mike Watts, will be hosting the quiz as usual and there will also
be a raffle in the interval. The maximum number in a team is 6 and there
will be plenty of scope for singles, couples etc. to make up other teams as
necessary.

Tickets are available for purchase from any Sonning Beaver, Cub or Scout
Leader, or by phoning Mike Watts on 0118 962 8388 or 07889 080134. There
are a limited number of tickets, but some may be available at the door. For
the latest information, do check out the Sonning Scouts’ website at
www.sonningscouts.co.uk.

We very much look forward to seeing you at what is always a very enjoyable
(and slightly challenging) evening, supporting your local Scouts!

Trefor Fisher
Sonning Parish Council

Tree Planting. Saturday 5" December saw the planting of 39 trees and
saplings on the recreation ground in one hour. This was in support of the
BBC’s attempt to beat the world record of 653,143 in an hour. Species
planted were Maple, Ash, Cherry, Birch, Hawthorn, Oak, Rowan and
Hornbeam. Our thanks to the team of planters, David & Lesley Bates, Finn
Bichan, Tom & Susan Drew, Timothy Forrer, Sid Liddiard, Craig & Ken
Peters, John & Lynn Woodhouse, Rev Jamie Taylor, our independent
witness, and to Rose Butcher for her generous financial contribution.

New Play Equipment. We have been selected by the Borough Council for an
award of £45,000 as part of the National Playbuilder initiative to create
exciting and stimulating natural play environments for our children.
Councillors, with advice from the Scouts, have been working flat out
evaluating equipment and siting to meet the deadline of the end of March.
Equipment selected is a 30 metre aerial runway, a jungle climber, a stone
climbing tower, a swing particularly suitable for those with disabilities and
an octagonal shelter. The shelter will provide a covered meeting place for
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parents and children close to the playground and serve as an outdoor
learning point for groups and clubs.

Snow. A thank you to all of you who helped stranded motorists on that
awful night of 21 December with refreshments, support and where
necessary a good push, | know it was really appreciated.

Also thanks to the many parents, governors, teachers and councillors who
spent the morning of Sunday 10" January clearing snow and gritting paths to
ensure our primary school could open the next morning. We could not have
achieved that without the assistance of the University Farm tractor and
snow plough.

Annual Parish Meeting. Date for your diaries: Wednesday 12" May at
7.30pm in the Pearson Hall. Details will be published in due course.

Steve Chapman
Sonning Glebe WI

For the first time in our history we had to cancel our Christmas party due to
the bad weather. are determined not to lose out so we are holding our
party at the AGM in March.

We have visited Sonning Mill theatre this month which as usual was enjoyed
by everyone. The visit included a tour behind the scenes and Sally Hughes
gave us fascinating insight into the history of the theatre. There was a slight
change to our monthly meeting as our speaker was unable to attend but the
members enjoyed solving a Christmas quiz followed by a game of Beetle
which caused quite a lot of hilarity. Again because of the weather our
Remenham walk on the 20" January was postponed but not be out done in
true WI fashion a few of us went to the Landsend PH for lunch.

We are all looking forward to the year ahead and planning our programme
for 2010 which will include many interesting speakers as well as visits to
theatres and places of interest. If you would like to know more about WI
please give me a call on 0118 969 4897.

Molly Oakley

Sonning Festival 2010

Our village’s bi-annual celebration takes place over the second bank holiday
weekend in May. The sun will be out by then! Please put these events into
your diary - they are huge fun and a great occasion for family and friends.
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Saturday May 29" Sonning Regatta: Sonning Eye shore, opposite Blue
Coat School Boathouse. Bookings for the races can
be made at Pearson Hall on April 24™, 10.00am to
12.00 noon.

Sunday May 30™ Scarecrow Trail: around the village
Village gardens open to the public
Elegant Picnic with music (in the evening)

Monday May 31* Scarecrow Trail
Village gardens open to the public

There will be more detailed notices about tickets and registration for
individual events in the following months’ issues of the Parish
magazine. We hope too to confirm more events for what promises once
again to be a great weekend. See you there!

Tim Robinson
Conservative Association, Sonning & Warren Branch
Spring Luncheon

The Conservative Spring Luncheon is to be held on Wednesday, 24™ March,
12.00 noon at Pilgrims, Thames Street, by kind permission of Mr and Mrs
Hugh Digby.

Tickets cost £15.00 each and include a two-course lunch and can be
obtained from Rosemary Digby (0118 969 3277) or any member of the
Committee. We look forward to seeing you there.

Alison Russell
Sonning CE Primary School

The Spring Term has now finally got underway following the difficult few
days at the start with all the snow. We are very grateful to Mike Judd from
Sonning Farm, local Parish Councillors and other volunteers including
parents and Governors who helped to clear the snow and make the school
accessible for opening after a three day closure.

Several of our children very much enjoyed being part of the Christmas Eve
Service at St Andrew’s for the nativity and we also welcomed a very special
little baby to our school community. Our Deputy Head Gill Kelsall gave birth
to baby Emma on the day of our school carol service (December 14™).
Towards the end of last term we have also welcomed Louise Micklewhite
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and Helen Bethell to the staff team to cover Mrs Kelsall’s maternity leave.
Although Mrs Micklewhite will shortly be going on maternity leave herself!

Over the next few weeks we have lots planned; Year 6 have their residential
week in the Isle of Wight to look forward to, other class visits are planned
to the Museum of English Rural Life, the Roald Dahl Museum, the River and
Rowing Museum in Henley, Windsor Castle and the Ashmolean Museum in
Oxford. All of these venues provide a wonderful opportunity to enrich the
class based curriculum.

This term we have welcomed 16 new children to our Reception class and it
was lovely to also welcome a number of prospective parents to our Open
Mornings held last term. The Governors will shortly be considering
applications for the 2010/11 academic year; however we do currently have
some spaces in our older year groups so please contact the school office if
you, or anyone you know, may be interested.

The much awaited building project, which includes the building of an 8%
classroom and a much needed extension to the Thomas Feak small group
teaching room, is due to start very soon and | look forward to sharing
developments with you.

Lesley Green
Sonning Twinning Association

Our first event for 2010 is the Annual General Meeting on Saturday 20"
March in The Pearson Hall. However following the short formal proceedings
of the AGM, we shall be holding another games evening which was very
successful last year. Please put the date in your diary and more details will
be available next month!

Lesley Green
Sonning & Sonning Eye Society

It was inspiring to see such a good show of invited guests, despite the
slowly-thawing snow, at the formal opening of Village Voices on 15 January,
following the transfer of our excellent oral history exhibition to the Museum
of English Rural Life in Reading. How well the banners and photograph
boards have travelled to their new temporary display. Headsets are
available for quiet tuning into the 10 themes, and it is also possible to view
the DVD. Some memorabilia has also made its way into the new show too, so
the flavour of the original exhibition is attractively captured.

Dr Roy Brigden, Director of the Museum, opened proceedings, speaking
warmly about the achievements of Mary Chapman and her team and
acknowledging the high standards that they have set for similar projects.
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Dr Christina Hill Williams, High Sheriff of the Royal County of Berkshire, in
declaring the exhibition open, found much to bring back memories of her
own youth. Guests included representatives from the Council for the
Protection of Rural England (MERL houses their archive), Berkshire Record
Office and The Mills Archive Trust as well as a range of local history and
civic societies. S&SES Executive Committee members also attended. We are
very grateful for everyone’s support.

The exhibition runs at MERL until Sunday 25 April, so we do hope many of
you will be able to find some time to go. The Museum is located in Redlands
Road opposite the west side of the Royal Berkshire Hospital. There is
parking available for disabled visitors. Entrance into the Museum is free. It
is open Tuesday-Friday, 9am-5pm and Saturday-Sunday, 2pm-4.30pm.

The Society has arranged with MERL two ‘private’ views. The first takes
place on Friday 19 February from 2pm onwards, and the second on Saturday
20 March also from 2pm. Three contributors hope to attend each of the
days, and most of the interviewing team will be present too, so there will
be the opportunity to find out more about their experiences. If you would
like to attend one of these events, please contact Diana Coulter on 0118 969
2132 or email at diana.coulter@mac.com. We need to know who is hoping
to attend as MERL need to impose an upper limit, while from the Society’s
point of view there is a minimum viable number that we would like to
achieve.

Diana Coulter

‘Silent Flight’

In the silence

The clarity of your voice,

Climbs high

Upon t he eagl ebs wings.
The chains of doubt

That imprison my soul,

Fall away beneath my feet.

In the freedom and mayjesty

Of the sentinels gaze,

Faith is strengthened

And hope returned

To a weary heart,

Upon the silent flight

Of eagl eds wings

Chris Roe
(One of our readers)
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Gentle Thoughts for Today

A penny saved is a government oversight.

The real art of conversation is not only to say the right thing at

the right time, but also to leave unsaid the wrong thing at the tempting

moment.

The easiest way to find something lost around the house is to buy a
replacement.

He who hesitates is probably right.
Did you ever notice: The Roman Numerals for forty (40) are XL.

If you can smile when things go wrong, you have someone in mind to
blame.

The sole purpose of a child's middle name is so he can tell when
he's really in trouble.

The older we get, the fewer things seem worth waiting in line for.
Some people try to turn back their odometers. Not me, | want people

to know ‘why' | look this way. I've travelled a long way and some of the
roads weren't paved.

When you are dissatisfied and would like to go back to your youth, think of
Algebra.

One of the many things no one tells you about aging is that it is
such a nice change from being young... Ah, being young is beautiful, but
being old is comfortable.

Long ago when men cursed and beat the ground with sticks, it was
called witchcraft. Today, it's called golf. (Sorry golfers!)

LORD, keep your arm around my shoulder and your hand over my mouth.

ee « «eo . . AMEN!
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Local Organisations

St Andrew's: Sunday Club Heather Hexter 946 1316
St Andrew's: Little Fishes Mrs Sarah Turner 944 8154
St Andrew’s: Tower Captain: Mrs P. Elliston 969 5967
The Friends of St Andrew's Sally Wilson 979 3328
St Patrick’s: Sunday Club Julie Easton 934 2590
1st Charvil Rainbows Guider: Brenda Cowdery 934 5698
Charvil Art Club Secretary: Mrs Joyce Wray 969 8098
Charvil Branch Conservatives Mrs E. Hobbs 934 0528
Charvil Brownies Tawny Owl: Claire Howells 934 5372
Charvil Caterpillar Club Bridget Mundy 934 4253
Charvil Girls Suzanne Newman 934 0589
Charvil Guides Ruth Hulley 969 9431
Charvil Parish Council Clerk: Mr 1. Cohen 901 7693
Charvil Pre-School Playgroup Emma James 969 5538
Charvil Senior Residents Club Miss C. Edwards 969 2114
Charvil Voices Suzanne Newman 934 0589
Charvil Village Society Margaret Gregory 934 5419
Charvil Women's Club Shirley Newman 934 0589
Sonning & Charvil Baby-sitting | Mrs Vanessa Jones 934 1185
Circle email| vanessalouisejones@hotmail.com
Sonning Art Group Chairman: Mr G.B. Webster | 944 0699
Sonning Book Club Mrs Anne Webster 944 0699
Sonning Branch, British Legion | Chairman: Gordon Barnett 969 6693
Sonning C of E Primary School Head Teacher: Mrs L. Green| 969 3399
Sonning CE School PTA Heather Hollingsworth 0779 934
5129
Sonning Charvil & Hurst N.A.G. |Contact: Bob Hulley 969 9431
Sonning & Warren Conservatives | Sec: Alison Russell 972 1495
Sonning Cricket Club Membership: Ali Driver 969 2698
Sonning Flower Club Sec: Ms S. Robinson 969 0748
Sonning Football Club Tony Farmer 956 6536
Sonning Girlguiding (age 5 -14) |Diane Reeves 969 2987
Sonning Glebe Art Club Julian Toms 969 0100
Sonning Glebe WI (eve mtgs) Mrs D. Moulsley 961 8829
Sonning Lawn Tennis Club Membership: Ali Campbell 969 1101
Sonning Liberal Democrats Coling Lawley 961 8536
Sonning Neighbourhood Watch | Sec: Sue Bell 969 6924
Sonning Parish Council Clerk, Mrs L. Bates 969 7753
Sonning RNLI Chairman: David Bates 969 7753
1st Sonning Scouts Group GS Leader: Wendy Cherry 926 2363
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1st Sonning Scouts Group ASG Leader: Mike Watts 962 8388
1°* Sonning Scouts Group Scout Leader: Colin Giles 969 5849
1st Sonning Scouts Group Cub Scouts: Alison King 962 1675
1st Sonning Scouts Group Beavers: Judy Ricketts 969 3279
Sonning Table Tennis Club Alan Tinson 969 0782
Sonning Twinning Association David Bates 969 7753
Sonning Toddler Group Emma James 969 5538
Sonning & Sonning Eye Society |Sec: Mr A. Bell 969 6924
Sonning Village Show Sec: Mrs Heather Hine 969 8653
Sonning Club Sec: Mrs Penney Mackenzie 07730

871959
Friends of Ali’s Pond Alastair Driver 969 2698
Monday Club Leader: Ken Trimmings 969 1072
Pearson Hall Caretaker & Bookings: 969 7692

Mrs Jenny Adams

Pearson Hall Mgmt Committee | Ms Sharon Robinson 969 0748
Badminton Club Mrs P. Pardoe 934 5643
Longmead Bridge Club Chairman: Tony Cowling 969 5181
Rotary Club of Loddon Vale Sec: Richard Ward 966 9348
Short Mat Bowling Club Mrs S. Newman 934 0589
Thames Valley(Wokingham) Link | Chris Liebert 978 4487

Chris.liebert@hotmail.com

Useful web sites:

Ali's Pond

E-mail: ali@sonningdrivers.plus.com

www.sonning.net/alispond.html

Sonning & Charvil
services

www.sonningparish.org.uk/docs.htm

Sonning Parish Council | www.sonning-pc.gov.uk

Sonning Working
Men's Club

www.btinternet.com/~sonning_club/news.html

Sonning-on-Thames

archive.museophile.sbu.ac.uk/sonning
www.sonning.net

Sonning & Sonning Eye
Society

www.sonning.org.uk

Sonning Art Group

www.sonningartgroup.org.uk

Sonning School

www.sonning.wokingham.sch.uk
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