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The Parish of Sonning 
 

The ancient parish of Sonning, originally extending from Sonning Common to 
Sandhurst was one of the great blocks of land handed over to the Church in 
the 7th century. In 909 A.D. Sonning with Ramsbury, became a separate 
bishopric, the Bishop of Ramsbury/ Sonning maintaining a riverside Hall in the 
village. In 1075 the see was transferred to Old Sarum, ultimately Salisbury, 
whose bishops had their own Palace on the same site as the Saxon Hall until 
1574, when the manor was transferred to the Crown. 
 

St Andrew's Church in the heart of the village was founded in Saxon times - 
probably by Birinus, first bishop of Dorchester-on-Thames. It was largely 
rebuilt in 1852, during the incumbency of Canon Hugh Pearson; it was he who 
founded the Sonning Parish Magazine in 1869. 
 

The White Hart Hotel, now known as The Great House, and partly 17th 
century, stands on the site of older buildings including the home of 'Elias the 
Ferryman' mentioned in a deed of 1100. The French Horn Hotel, in Sonning 
Eye, was built in the 1880s in front of the original old inn - now Bridge House 
- and its farm buildings. The Bull Inn, belonging to the Church, was originally 
known as Church House, a guesthouse for pilgrims to medieval St Sarik's 
Chapel in St Andrew's. Also adjoining the church is Deanery Garden one of Sir 
Edwin Lutyen's best-known country houses built at the turn of the century, 
just above the site of the ancient residence of the Deans of Salisbury who 
regularly visited Sonning, the parish being a 'Dean's Peculiar'. 
  

Sonning Mill produced a regular supply of flour from Saxon time until 1969, 
after which it was converted into a 'Dinner Theatre', the first of its kind in 
Britain. The Pearson Hall is the principal venue for village functions 
 

Within the village boundaries lie the Reading Blue Coat School at Holme Park 
(once the home of the Lord of the Manor) Sonning Church of England Primary 
School, King George's Field and other sports grounds, and Reading University 
Farm - all of which help to preserve the rural atmosphere of Sonning, the 
centre of which is now a conservation area. 
 

The civil parish of Charvil is of relatively recent origin but the land on which 
it lies has long been part of the ecclesiastical parish of Sonning. In the 18th 
and 19th centuries it consisted of Charville Farm and a few cottages, which 
lay between the villages of Sonning and Twyford and adjacent to the London 
to Bath highway.  
 

The development of Charvil began between the two World Wars, particularly 
after the new A4 road was constructed in the 1920s bypassing Twyford, and 
was accelerated after 1945. To meet the needs of this increasingly large 
community, St Patrick's dual-purpose Church and Hall was consecrated and 
opened in 1952; it remains within the ecclesiastical parish of Sonning. It was 
considerably extended and refurbished in 2001. 
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St Andrew's Sonning Contacts 

Clergy: Vicar Rev Jamie Taylor 

The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning, RG4 6UR 

(day off Thursday) 

 

969 3298 

Associate Vicar Rev Michael Forrer,  

6 Park View Drive South, Charvil, RG10 9QX 

 

934 1989 

Licensed Lay 
Ministers 

Mr D. G. Sims (Emeritus) Vine Cottage,  

Pound Lane, Sonning, RG4 6XE 

 

969 3151 

Mr R. J. Peters, Elm Gables, Parkway Drive, 
Sonning, RG4 6XG 

 

969 3589 

Churchwardens:  

 Mr Mark Jordan. Email: mark.jordan@talktalk.net 940 1431 

 Mrs Jan Hammond. Email: jan@jdhammond.com 926 2365 

 Prof J. M. Stansfield (Emeritus) 

Email: Copynook1@aol.com 

 

934 1762 

Deputies: Mrs Molly Woodley.  969 2773 

 Kay Cohen. 901 7693 

 Ruth Warms. 934 9218 

 Charvil: TBA  

Parochial Church Council: 

Secretary: Mrs Shirley Chard 969 8086 

Treasurer: Mr John Scoble,  926 5138 

Gift Aid: Mrs Pat Livesey,  

Email: pat.livesey@yahoo.co.uk 

 

961 8017 
Parish Magazine:  

Editor:   Mr Gordon Barnett 969 6693 

Advertising:  Mrs Nicky Clark 947 1312 

Circulation: Mrs Pat Livesey 961 8017 

Organist & 
Choirmaster 

Mr David Duvall. Email: davidduvallx@aol.com 07855  
947 104 

Bookings St Sarik Room: Mr D. G. Sims 969 3151 

 St Patrick's Church Hall: Debbie Knox 969 4470 

Parish Admin Sonia Boyles: standrews.sonning@btinternet.com 969 2428 

Internet 
Addresses: 

http://www.sonningparish.org.uk 

Editor:          gordon.barnett@taltalk.net 

Advertising:  nickypryce@btinternet.com  

Vicar:           revjaft@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Note: The change of email address for the Editor.  
 His old „btinternet‟ address will not work any longer! 

 
 

mailto:pat.livesey@yahoo.com
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Forthcoming Events 
 

Date What’s on? Page 

5 Dec CE School PTA Christmas Fair R 

8 Dec “Footprints” coffee morning 19 

10  Dec Floral Arrangement Society Christmas Luncheon 25 

12 Dec Pearson Hall Social Committee Christmas Supper R 

14 Dec CE School Carol Service R 

20 Dec Service of Nine Lessons & Nine Carols 18 & 21 

24 Dec Crib Service 18 

24 Dec Midnight Mass 18 

25 Dec Holy Communion and Family Communion services 18 & 21 

 2010  

16 Jan Conservative Drinks 25 

23 Jan FoStAC; Reading Male Voice Choir concert, St Andrew‟s R 

27 Jan Theatre Trip 24 

6 Feb Church Barn Dance, Charvil Village Hall D 

11 Mar Royal British Legion, Sonning Branch meeting 23 

13/14 Mar St Patrick‟s Festival R 

8 May Christian aid Concert R 

 

Notes: 

Deadline, January Magazine: 4.00 pm  Monday, 21st December 2009 
R = Reminder from previous issue. D = Diary entry. 
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Regular Services 
 

The Parish Church 
 

Sundays 8 am Holy Communion (Prayer Book) 

 10.30 am Family Service, first Sunday of the month 

Parish Eucharist, second, fourth and fifth 
Sundays. 
 

Matins, third Sunday. 

 6.30 pm Evensong, except third Sunday of the month, 
when it will be Holy Communion with the 
laying on of hands for those who wish it. 

Wednesdays 10 am Holy Communion at St Andrew‟s 
 

St Patrick’s Charvil 

Sundays 9.30 am Family Service, Third Sunday of the month 

Holy Communion, second and fourth Sundays 

Worship Service other Sundays. 
 

Sunday School 9.30 am except third Sunday of 
the month 

 

If you would like to arrange a Church Service in St. Andrew’s Church you are asked to 
contact Sonia Boyles, the Parish Administrator for Baptisms. Sonia can also be contacted 
by email at: standrews.sonning@btinternet.com. For Weddings and funerals, contact the 
vicar on 0118 969 3298.  
 

 
 

 

The magazine  
 

production and delivery  
 

team wish you all a very  
 

Happy Christmas  
 

and a  
 

prosperous New Year. 
 

 
 

 

mailto:standrews.sonning@btinternet.com
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The Vicar’s Letter 

 

Dear friends, 
 
Darkness has always been a potent metaphor for those things in life that 
oppress, frighten and intimidate us. We know darkness in our physical lives 
when illness is close at hand. We know it when we lack the basic necessities 
of life, food, shelter and clothing. We know darkness in our emotional lives 
when we are burdened with worry, confusion, fear and guilt. We know 
darkness when we live with violence or addiction or both. Many in the parish 
have known the darkness that comes from bereavement. We know darkness 
in our social lives when relationships fail, when the blessing of solitude gives 
way to the burden of loneliness, when we cannot make meaningful 
connections with other human beings. We know darkness in our political 
lives when we cannot organise our communities and our society in ways that 
are just and equitable to all. We know darkness in our spiritual lives when 
the chasm that separates us from God remains unabridged from either side. 
This is when we know an estrangement from God, from other human beings, 
and from ourselves; when prayer seems an empty exercise and worship a 
performance offered to an absent audience. 
 
We wait for one who enters our darkness, finds us and brings us out. Advent 
is the season when the boundaries of darkness are pushed back. We wait for 
the light shining in Bethlehem's darkness and the darkness will be powerless 
to extinguish it. 
 
But let's not jump to premature and unwarranted conclusions. A baby is 
weak and vulnerable, fragile and open to attack. Right from the start, the 
Christ Child is exposed to harm. Mary's labour, induced by a gruelling 80 
mile journey; a stable for a birth room; a manger for a bed; smelly hay and 
straw the only mattress for his delicate, newborn skin. On top of this, King 
Herod is in a murderous rage waiting to snuff out this new life. Despite all 
this though, the light indeed shines in the darkness. But it is not yet a 
blinding light. It is a gentle glow, a thing of grace and tender beauty. It is 
the first light of the Christ Child, God's own Son, sent to find us, lost in the 
night with no light to find our way, with hazards all about us. 
 
What we look forward to celebrating at the end of Advent is a birth, and as 
such, a beginning. For this season, that is enough. The hope of a birth, a 
beginning, a ray of hope. But more than that, an assurance that while we 
still know dark corners and fearsome shadows in our lives, God is with us. 
Our rescuer has found us and will remain with us until our deliverance is 
complete. He dwells not in unapproachable light, but couches his radiant 
glory in the thoroughly approachable flesh and blood of the Virgin's child. 
That same flesh and blood he gives graciously to us in the forms of bread 
and wine. 
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It is his gift of love to us this Advent. As our Christmas tree lights will shine 
out in our churches and homes, let us remember that there is another light:  
The light that shines in the darkness; a light shining from Bethlehem's 
stable; a light that shines in our hearts. More than that, let us remember 
that the darkness is powerless to extinguish it. 
 
Caroline, Alice and our very own little baby to be, join with me in wishing 
you all a holy Advent, and, when it comes, a very happy Christmas.  
 
Jamie 
 

Notices 
 
Village meeting facilities: The PCC has recently been reviewing the 
facilities at St Andrew's church, particularly in relation to accommodation 
for our Sunday school/crèche/youth work and other groups. As part of this 
review we would very much welcome views from the wider village on the 
existing provision of meeting facilities in Sonning. If you have a view on 
whether the present provision is in need of expansion at some stage in the 
future, we would be very pleased to hear from you. Please could you email 
Mark Jordan the Churchwarden (mark.jordan@talktalk.net) or write to him 
care of the Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning RG4 6UR? 
 
Christingle: As Candlemas falls on the last Sunday in January, this will be 
our Christingle service. There will be no family service on the first Sunday in 
February.  
 
Emmaus Nurture Course: Would you like to come and have a refresher in 
the Christian faith? Would you like to have the opportunity to ask questions 
and learn from other Christians in an informal atmosphere? The Emmaus 
nurture course has just been used successfully for our Confirmation 
preparation, and we shall be staring another course on January 13th at 
11am. This will run every two weeks for 15 sessions. An evening group will 
also be started a little later in the New Year. Please let the Vicar know if 
you would like to come to the Wednesday group. 
 
Evensong: There will be no evensong on Sunday 27th December. 
 
Deputy Warden at St Andrew's: The PCC has decided to create a second 
post of deputy warden at St Andrew's. They will work alongside Molly 
Woodley in support of Jan and Mark. The wardens proposed Gordon Owen 
for this new post, and this was enthusiastically supported by all present. 
 
Jamie 
 
 
 

mailto:mark.jordan@talktalk.net
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Come and join us at an informal coffee morning  

 
On the second Tuesday of the month at 11am in  

 
the St Sarik Room of 

 
St. Andrew’s Sonning 

 
(from January 12

th
 2010) 

 
An opportunity to meet with others facing the  

 
many pressures of bereavement 

 

For all those  
 

dealing with the 
 

loss of a loved one 
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Charvil at Christmas 
 

I am always bewitched, if you will forgive the phrase, by the way that 
children under five look up to adults and into their eyes with so much trust 
in the goodness of their parents or whoever.  It is that same heart melting 
look that the infant Jesus would have looked at his parents, Joseph and 
Mary.   No wonder that Jesus rebuked his disciples on the one occasion 
when they, with the best will in the world, tried to tell them to go away.  
“Suffer the little children to come to me for of such is the Kingdom of 
Heaven”.  It is not only their trust in us but their innocence which is so 
appealing.   
 

Forget the commercialisation, Christmas is such a wonderful opportunity for 
the adult world to be reminded of the origin and real meaning of Christmas, 
that God came into the world as a small innocent and trusting infant to 
show us the true love of God for us, providing initially through a child the 
means of our salvation.  So we really have something to celebrate and to be 
thankful for with our children.  It is God our Father‟s gift to humanity as all 
children are a gift to their parents.  The Infant Jesus is the best gift that 
anyone could ever have.  Let us seize the opportunity this Christmas 2009 to 
come and worship at the manger at our services in St Andrew‟s and St 
Patrick‟s with wide eyed and child like wonder. 
 

I wish a very meaningful and blessed Christmas to all our Charvil and 
Sonning parishioners.  Greetings from all of us. 
 

Love and Prayers, 
 

Michael & Family 
 

From the Registers 
 

Baptisms 
  
15th Nov: Benjamin David Nichols 15th Nov:     Theo Cameron Baker 
22nd Nov: Lily Rose Graves   22nd Nov:  Maisie Hazel Katie Weal 
 

We're looking for more sopranos 
  
We always welcome new singers to St. Andrew's Church Choir in any part, 
but we are particularly looking for some new sopranos.  You don't have to 
be able to read music, but you do need to be able to hit a high G in anthems 
and descants. If there are people who can't give a permanent commitment, 
we would welcome you to sing on special occasions and in concerts.  Come 
and join us for the Christmas services. 
  
Give me a ring (07855 947 104) if you would like to talk about it. 
  

David Duvall (Director of Music) 
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Joanna’s Christmas Bumper edition 

“Hang on boss, what‟s this all about?  I know it‟s Christmas coming up so 
what‟s all this bumper stuff?  We‟re doing less this year aren‟t we?”  “Quite 
so Joanna, but that doesn‟t mean the quality has to slip, the congregation is 
going to expect more you know”  “I‟m confusticated Boss, how can we do 
less and do more at the same time.  That‟s a bit of a carborundum isn‟t it?”  
The boss pondered these wise words for a bit, and then said he have to 
confer with St Michael just to clarify requirements.  He stomped off out of 
St Paddy‟s and I went back to sleep.  Back he came next day, mind 
refreshed and invigorated. 
 
“Ok Jo, here‟s the bottom line.  You‟ve only got to cope with two services 
this year, and they are as follows:- 

 Nine lessons and Carols – This is on Sunday 20th Dec at 9.30 am.  The 
Sunday Club kids will be doing all the readings, and they‟ll be spot on 
perfect, so the congregation will expect the carols to be up to the 
mark. 

 Family Communion on Christmas morning at 9.30 am. The place will 
be full of families with kids playing with whatever Father Christmas 
has dropped down the chimney, mums wondering if they‟ve put the 
turkey in early enough and dads wondering if they put enough brandy 
in the Christmas pud.” 

 
“Ok boss. I get it, just 2 services this year.  Do I get any help?” 
“Just pray Jo, divine intervention is what we need, and it‟s a good time to 
ask for it” 
 

Joanna (the St Patrick’s Pianner) 
 

St Andrew's Car Treasure Hunt. 
  
On a beautiful, sunny afternoon early in November about a dozen cars 
assembled in Sonning.  We were handed detailed instructions, a list of 
over fifty questions to answer and a bag to fill with specific items.  
  
Our route took us out through Henley to Hambleden and on through 
beautifully scenic villages of South Bucks via Frieth and as far as 
Turville. Although we set off at intervals it was amazing how many of us 
were scouring Hambleden Church at the same time. (True competition 
overuled Christian values and no-one would share the information they had 
found!!)  
  
If you have never explored this area it is well worth a trip. We discovered 
that the delightful village of Turville is where The Vicar of Dibley was 
filmed. It also has the windmill which featured in Chitty Chitty Bang Bang 
and Jonathon Creek. 
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We had some crazy things to collect. We thought a blackberry and two 
conkers were nigh impossible in November but some were found. A 'pretty 
stone' produced some novel solutions ranging from a solitaire diamond to a 
stone decorated with tiny stars (that contestant just happened to have her 
fancy nail-care kit with her!). We were supposed to collect a Chuppa Chupp 
lolly but the village shop in Hambleden had sold out, despite Julia having 
checked that they would have some in stock! 
  
Our instructions guided us back through Henley and Wargrave to our 
'surprise 'destination at Jan Hammond's house where we were treated to 
a huge bonfire and soup, hot dogs and jacket potatoes. 
  
Julia Higgs and Bob Hine did a fantastic job organising the event - it must 
have taken them hours to do, and everyone would like to express their 
appreciation.  Also, very many thanks to Jan and Molly for missing the fun in 
order to provide us with such super food.  It was a terrific afternoon, (an 
excellent way to take two and a half hours to travel about 32 miles), and it 
would be great to repeat it sometime. 

                                                                                     
 Barbara McGregor 

 
Sonning Twinning Association 

   
Do you need an au pair? 
 
Do you need a responsible, careful au pair for your family?  We are looking 
for a post for two girls who both come recommended by the President of 
the Ligugé Twinning Association (Ligugé is twinned with Sonning) who can 
vouch for their honesty and integrity. Julie is looking for a post from 
January to June and Sophie for two months between June and August. From 
July 2010 a Criminal Records check will need to be made for anyone working 
with children – both girls are happy for a check to be made if the family 
require this. 
 
Julie is aged 20 with a younger sister and with ten cousins aged 4 to 14 so is 
well experienced at looking after children.  She has also helped as a nursery 
assistant. She enjoys cooking with the children, is a non smoker with no 
allergies and has a first aid certificate.  Julie has her baccalaureate and for 
two years was studying dietetics and then psychology.  
 
Sophie is aged 18, often does babysitting and has a younger brother. She 
speaks good English and German, enjoys music and dancing, sports, charity 
work and writing. She loves travel and learning about new cultures. For 
three years she was responsible for writing the twinning newspaper for 
Sonning/Ligugé and made a report and exhibition on English institutions and 
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the cultural differences between France and England. She has her 
baccalaureate and is studying international business administration.  
 

For further information please contact Mary Chapman on 0118 969 7398.  
Many thanks.  
 

                    Lesley Green 
 

 
Royal British Legion, Sonning Branch 

 

At the Royal British Legion Sonning Branch AGM on 
Thursday 26th November we learnt that our Poppy Appeal 
had already reached the magnificent sum of £9492. Our 
grateful thanks are due to Malcolm Geater, our Poppy 
Appeal Organiser, the devoted collectors and the 
enormous generosity of so many. 

 
The work of the Poppy Appeal Organiser is extensive and help is needed. It 
was agreed that 4 or more assistants should be recruited so that the work 
could be divided with the Organiser co-ordinating and supervising the work. 
Thus we need volunteers, 3 came forward at the meeting but others are 
needed. So if you think you can help at the busy Appeal time, please 
contact Malcolm Geater on 0118 947 1677 who can advise you on what is 
involved. 
 
Farewell and thanks were said at the meeting to Commander John Edmonds 
and Mr Mike Dyer who left the Committee after many years of service. 
Happily new members joined the Committee in the shape of Julie Blakey, 
Alan Furness and John Carnell; most welcome additions to a busy 
Committee. Also rejoining the Committee was Colonel Gordon Barnett MBE, 
who was elected for a second session as Chairman. That was a well received 
return to the Committee. 
 
It was suggested at the meeting that a Social Secretary would be a welcome 
addition to the Committee. Any volunteers? 
 
The County Conference is due to be held on 16th January 2010. If anyone 
would like to attend, please contact the Secretary, Mrs Mary Jones 0118 944 
2877. 
 
The next Committee meeting will be held on Thursday 11th March 2010 at 
7.30 p.m. in the St Sarik Room. All British Legion members are welcome to 
attend. 

 
Colin Pierce 
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Sonning Village Players Theatre Trips 
 

Trips to a variety of theatres including The National in London and the 
Theatre Royal, Windsor are organised on a bi-monthly basis. Not every 
production will interest everyone, but we try to choose different types of 
productions and change venues to give as many people as possible the 
opportunity to find something of interest to them. 
 
The next trip will be to the Yvonne Arnaud Theatre, Guildford on 
Wednesday 27th January 2010 to see “My Wonderful Day”, a new play 
written and directed by Alan Ayckbourn. As always, the coach will leave the 
car park by the cricket pavilion off Pound Lane, and on this occasion departs 
at 5:30 pm to allow us sufficient time to have something to eat at the 
theatre prior to the performance, although with the exception of a visit to 
The National, most trips depart later.   
 

Because we book as a group we are usually given a discount on theatre 
tickets allowing the purchase of good seats at a reasonable cost. Therefore, 
the cost per person for the January trip, including transport, is £29.75. At 
the time of writing, a few tickets are still available. If you would like to join 
us for this or subsequent trips, please call me on 0118 934 3193. 
 

Penny Feathers 
 

Sonning Glebe WI 
 

During November we held our monthly social lunch at Henry Street Garden 
Centre where members got together to enjoy a chat and a meal.  Our 
annual skittles evening took place at the Jack O Newbury Public House at 
Binfield. The evening included a buffet supper which was excellent and we 
were very grateful to Diane Reeves who had organised the evening for us.   
 
At our monthly meeting Christmas came a little nearer as we all made table 
decorations which were supervised and demonstrated by Catherine Penny. 
The Pearson Hall was filled with holly, greenery, candles and of course a lot 
of laughter as we all endeavoured to put our artistic skills to the test and 
we all agreed it had been a very enjoyable evening thanks to Catherine. 
 

In December we are looking forward to our Christmas Lunch at the Potting 
Shed, Hare Hatch also our Christmas Party on December 21st when we will 
really be getting into the Christmas spirit with mulled wine, cooked supper, 
games and a visit from Father Christmas. Two theatre trips have been 
booked for the New Year at Sonning Mill in January and Sister Act at the 
London Palladium in March. 
 

To conclude I would like to wish you all a very happy Christmas and most of 
all, a peaceful New Year on behalf of all the members of Sonning Glebe WI. 
 

Molly Oakley 
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Sonning Floral arrangement Society 
 

Our Chairman reminded us of the Christmas lunch on the 10th of December, 
followed by the AGM. Although mulled wine will be served, members may 
wish to bring their own wine if they feel the need for a little extra 
conviviality with their meal. 
 
Carole Dorwood gave an excellent demonstration on a Christmas theme, the 
first arrangement being a framed Christmas card with candles. The second 
was a Christmas wreath lavishly adorned with berries, orchids and 
carnations. Thirdly, a Christmas pudding; a golden orb made entirely of 
twigs. The penultimate; Christmas Eve; all snowy with silver sprayed-leaves 
and white roses. Finally, Panto time with Birds of paradise, gaudy orange 
and purple feathers with large proteus flowers - very Danny La Rue! 
 
After that amazing experience, it seemed appropriate tea and mince pies 
(the committee look after us very well) and to raffle off the arrangements. 
Those entering the monthly competition always get first chance at the 
raffle and, incidentally, their names are always recorded. The one with 
most points over the year wins the trophy which is presented at the AGM. 
 
The competition on December 10th is entitled “Christmas Joy” and as usual 
a trophy will also be presented for that. 
 

Jane Gascoine 
 

Maidenhead Conservative Association 
Sonning and Warren Branch 

 
The Winter Drinks will be held on Saturday, January 16th 2010 from 12.00 
noon, at New Lodge, Mustard Lane, Sonning by kind permission of The Rt 
Hon Theresa May, MP and Mr Philip May. Tickets are £9.00 each and can be 
obtained from me on 0118 969 3277, or any member of the committee. 
 

Rosemary Digby 
 

 
 

Well, we did see some 
snow in Sonning last 

winter! 
 

Not a lot, but....... 
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The Importance of Christmas 

 
(By Bill Buckley, Broadcaster) 

 

1. 

 

A million festive lights will flicker. 

Two million relatives will bicker. 

For every present that delights 

Two others are dismissed as frights. 

 

5. 

 

And yet, tenaciously, we cling 

To paper hats, that song by Bing, 

The infant school nativity, 

The drunken doze at half past three. 

2. 

 

For every family reunited, 

Someone is left alone and slighted. 

Sad smiles are worn, as lovers cleave, 

By those the yearn chose to bereave. 

 

6. 

 

We need to, in a crazy age 

That tears up every Rule Book page. 

When every certainty has gone, 

We dress the tree and soldier on. 

 

3. 

 

Some children gasp at Santa‟s haul, 

Whilst others have no gift at all. 

Whilst we eat more than we intended, 

Starving bellies grow distended. 

 

7. 

 

When policemen have been known to lie, 

When Yugoslavians fight and die, 

When new diseases take the role 

Of those we‟ve battled to control, 

 

4. 

 

And who, when all is said and done, 

Believes the story of God‟s son? 

How many go to Midnight Mass 

Because they drank an extra glass? 

 

8. 

 

When royalty falls into decay, 

When Nigel, Michael, Rock are gay, 

When Grandma lives alone in fear, 

When Bet no longer pulls the beer, 

9. 

 

When politicians serve themselves, 

Thank God for reindeer, sleigh and elves. 

When change bombards us without pause, 

We must believe in Santa Claus. 

 


