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C. Sawyer. Building &  
Decorating Contractors 

 
Quality Remains When the Price is Forgotten 

 
7 Glebe Lane Sonning On Thames RG4 6XH 

 
Telephone: 01189 692021    Mobile: 07768 533774 

 
Web Site: www.c-sawyer-builders.com      Email: csawyer@ukbuilder.com 

 
The company was formed by its present owner in 1986 and has 
provided a service to a considerable number of clients during 
the past 15 years. The work includes the following skill bases: 

Existing home extensions (Both single and multi storey) 

Masonry and structural brickwork, including walling 

Restoration of houses, offices, listed buildings and  
barn structural restorations 

Ground works including foundation engineering  
and associated drainage works 

Joinery works including fitted kitchen installations, second 
fixings 

An additional team of quality skilled subcontracted staff are 
available to complete plumbing, plastering, tiling and roofing 

requirements 

We have recently ventured into hand made timber 
Conservatories 

All our work is completed to a very high standard 
Design and Build Packages available 
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Free Estimate Given 
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The Parish of Sonning 

The ancient parish of Sonning, originally extending from Sonning Common to 
Sandhurst was one of the great blocks of land handed over to the Church in 
the 7th century. In 909 A.D. Sonning with Ramsbury, became a separate 
bishopric, the Bishop of Ramsbury/ Sonning maintaining a riverside Hall in 
the village. In 1075 the see was transferred to Old Sarum, ultimately 
Salisbury, whose bishops had their own Palace on the same site as the Saxon 
Hall until 1574, when the manor was transferred to the Crown. 
 

St Andrew's Church in the heart of the village was founded in Saxon times - 
probably by Birinus, first bishop of Dorchester-on-Thames. It was largely 
rebuilt in 1852, during the incumbency of Canon Hugh Pearson; it was he 
who founded the Sonning Parish Magazine in 1869. 
 

The White Hart Hotel, now known as The Great House, and partly 17th 
century, stands on the site of older buildings including the home of 'Elias 
the Ferryman' mentioned in a deed of 1100. The French Horn Hotel, in 
Sonning Eye, was built in the 1880s in front of the original old inn - now 
Bridge House - and its farm buildings. The Bull Inn, belonging to the 
Church, was originally known as Church House, a guest house for pilgrims 
to medieval St Sarik's Chapel in St Andrew's. Also adjoining the church is 
Deanery Garden one of Sir Edwin Lutyen's best-known country houses built 
at the turn of the century, just above the site of the ancient residence of 
the Deans of Salisbury who regularly visited Sonning, the parish being a 
'Dean's Peculiar'. 
  

Sonning Mill produced a regular supply of flour from Saxon time until 1969, 
after which it was converted into a 'Dinner Theatre', the first of its kind in 
Britain. The Pearson Hall is the principal venue for village functions 
 

Within the village boundaries lie the Reading Blue Coat School at Holme 
Park (once the home of the Lord of the Manor Sonning Church of England 
Primary School, King George's Field and other sports grounds, and Reading 
University Farm - all of which help to preserve the rural atmosphere of 
Sonning, the centre of which is now a conservation area. 
 

The civil parish of Charvil is of relatively recent origin but the land on which 
it lies has long been part of the ecclesiastical parish of Sonning. In the 18th 
and 19th centuries it consisted of Charville Farm and a few cottages, which 
lay between the villages of Sonning and Twyford and adjacent to the 
London to Bath highway.  
 

The development of Charvil began between the two World Wars, 
particularly after the new A4 road was constructed in the 1920s by-passing 
Twyford, and was accelerated after 1945. To meet the needs of this 
increasingly large community, St Patrick's dual-purpose Church and Hall was 
consecrated and opened in 1952; it remains within the ecclesiastical parish 
of Sonning, It was considerably extended and refurbished in 2001. 
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St Andrew's Sonning Contacts 

Clergy: Vicar Canon C. G. Clarke,  
The Vicarage, Thames St, Sonning 

 
969 3298 

Associate Vicar Rev Michael Forrer,  
6 Park View Drive South, Charvil 

 
934 1989 

   

Mr D. G. Sims, Vine Cottage, Pound Lane, 
Sonning 

 
969 3151 

Licensed Lay 
Ministers 

Mr R. J. Peters, 
Elm Gables, Parkway Drive, Sonning 

 
969 3589 

   

Churchwardens:  
 Mr Bob Hine, 28 Glebe Lane, Sonning, RG4 6XH 969 8653 
 Mrs Jan Hammond 926 2365 
 Mr J M Stansfield (Emeritus),  

3 Strathmore Drive, Charvil 
 
934 1762 

Deputies: Mr Mark Jordan 940 1431 
 Charvil: Mr C M Easton,  

8 Park View Drive South, Charvil 
 
934 0795 

 

Parochial Church Council: 
Secretary: Mr Mark Jordan,  

12 Manor Wood Gate, Lower Shiplake, RG9 3BY 
 
940 1431 

Treasurer: Mr James Wilson,  
3 Imperial Court, Henley-on-Thames, RG9 1NP 

07721  
690 524 

Gift Aid: Alistair Grunert,  
Vaucluse, Holmemoor Drive, RG4 6TE  

 
969 2012 

  

Parish Magazine:  
Editor:   Mr Gordon Barnett 969 6693 
Advertising:  Mr Bob Peters 969 3589 
Circulation: Mrs Pat Livesey 961 8017 
   

Organist & 
Choirmaster 

Mr David Duvall, 39 Hudson Rd, Woodley 
davidduvallx@aol.com 

07855  
947 104 

   

Bookings St Sarik Room: St Andrew's Sonning:  
Mr D. G. Sims 

 
969 3151 

 St Patrick's Church Hall: Charvil:  Mrs N. Potter  934 4961 
   

http://www.sonningparish.org.uk 

Editor's mailbox: gordonbarnett@btinternet.com  
Advertiser's mailbox: bob@rpassociatesuk.com  

Internet 
Addresses: 

Vicar's e-mail: chris@cgclarke.fsnet.co.uk  
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Forthcoming Events 

Date What’s on? Page 

Dec 2 SWMC live music night R 

Dec 3 FoStAC Christmas Fair, Pearson hall 19 

Dec 12 PHSC Christmas supper 20 

Dec14 Cricket Club A.G.M. 23 

Dec 15  Sonning CE School Carol service, St Andrew’s 24 

May 28/29 Scarecrow trail R 

Jun 26 ‘06 Sonning regatta R 

   

 (R = Reminder!)  

   
Deadline, January 2006 Magazine is 4.00 p.m. Thursday, 24th November. 

 
Note: The editor has a new email address. See bottom of page 12 
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Regular Services 

The Parish Church 

Sundays 8 am Holy Communion (Prayer Book) 
 10.30 am Family Service, first Sunday of the month 

Parish Eucharist, second, fourth and fifth 
Sundays 
Matins, third Sunday 

 6.30 pm Evensong, except third Sunday of the month, 
when it will be Holy Communion with the 
laying on of hands for those who wish it. 

Wednesdays 10 am Holy Communion at St Andrew's 
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St Patrick's Charvil 

Sundays 9.30 am Family Service, first Sunday of the month 
Holy Communion, second and fourth Sundays 
Worship Service other Sundays 
 
Sunday School 9.30 am except first Sunday of 
the month 

 

If you would like to arrange a Thanksgiving for the birth of a child, a Baptism (please 
give at least one month's notice of your intention), a Marriage or a Funeral, please 
contact the Vicar. Please note that the Vicar hopes to take Monday as a day off, 
although urgent matters will of course be dealt with. 
 

The Vicar’s Letter November 2005 
 

Remembrance Service 
 

Our annual Remembrance Parade will be held at St. Andrew’s Church at 
10.30am on Sunday 13th. November. This will be preceded by a Parade from 
Pearson Hall which leaves at 10.00am. Those not taking part in the Parade 
are asked to be in Church in good time so those in the parade can get in a 
little more easily. 
  
I am grateful to our branch of the Royal British Legion for all they do to 
make this such a successful event and for arranging for the Salvation Army 
band to lead the parade and play at the service. Because of the parade part 
of Pearson Road and the High Street will be closed to traffic from about 
10.00am. 
  

This Service gives us the opportunity to give thanks for all those who have 
served their country in military conflicts and always results in a very full 
church. The very successful Battle of Trafalgar bi-centenary Concert took 
our minds back to events 200 years ago. (I am told it raised over £2,000. for 
the Friends of St. Andrew’s and am extremely grateful to Chris Fry for 
organising it). I hope the Remembrance Parade and Service will help remind 
us of the many people who risk their lives today in Iraq and the many 
troubled areas of the world. 
  
It is not just those in the armed services who we will be remembering. The 
terrorist attacks in London serve as a reminder of how dangerous the world 
is and how many people there are who think their cause is more important 
than other peoples right to live. My hope is that we can use this service to 
pray for peace and justice throughout the world.  
  
Those who have given their lives in war deserve our thanks and to be 
remembered. We owe it to them to do all we can to create the world they 
were hoping for. A world where people are free and have enough of its 
resources to enjoy a reasonable quality of life. Since arriving in Sonning, I 
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have been impressed with what we do at Remembrance and how reflective 
and moving our Service is.  
  

Love & prayers 
 

Chris 
  
From the Diary 
  

Baptisms 
 2nd October.   Francesca Hanna Dick, Daniel Leo Hanson 
 

 Weddings 
 1st October.   Timothy Charles Thornton to Stacy Diane Paquet 
 8th October.   Stephen James Harrison to Elizabeth Jane Walker 
  “      “           Mark Anthony Smyth to Charlotte Kathleen Franklin 
22nd October.  Peter Eardley Collins Skinner to Sharon Susan Hills 
  

Funerals 
25th October.   (Sidney) George Brombley (Reading Crem. & Sonning 
Churchyard)   
  

Children’s Gift Service  
 

A reminder that at the Family Services on Sunday 4th December those who 
can are asked to bring Christmas presents which are distributed through the 
Reading Family Aid Group to children who have few or no presents. Please 
gift wrap your present and label it to show if it is intended for a boy or girl 
and approximately what age child it would be best for. I am told that 
although they need Christmas presents for children of all ages they are 
usually very short of gifts intended for teenagers. 
 

Taize Service 
 

In place of Evensong on Sunday 6th November, there will be a special Taize 
service at 6.30p.m., it is a quiet service of hymns, readings, prayers and 
Taize chants which I know many people find helpful. 
  

Love & prayers 
 

Chris 
  
 St Andrew’s Harvest Gifts. 
 

This year we received more produce from the school and congregation than 
ever before. The children from the Primary School delivered parcels of 
tinned goods to about thirty local residents, mostly living in Little Glebe 
and Glebe Gardens. 
 

Thirty more gifts of flowers, fruit, vegetables and tinned goods were taken 
to the sick and to those who have been bereaved in the last twelve months. 
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The evening congregation helped to sort the goods, which saved a great 
deal of time on the Monday morning. About a dozen people joined me to 
assemble the parcels and make posies of flowers. A large quantity of tins 
remained after the distribution to local residents and these were divided 
between Christian Community Action, Feed the Children and Emmanuel 
House, Reading. Thank you to all who donated gifts and helped on Monday 
Morning. 

 
Pam Sims. 

 

Chris  
   

Charvil Jottings 
 

At least in one respect the Church is ahead of the game in so far as its year 
begins always on Advent Sunday (this year November 27th), ahead of the 
calendar year.  This year it is particularly appropriate because of all the 
happenings in the world over the past year.  I say appropriate because 
Advent is the time of year when we focus on God’s judgement on the one 
hand and the hope for the better future that He holds out for all mankind as 
we commemorate the birth of Jesus to continually remind us that God 
wants, more than anything, peace and goodwill.   
 

Then why on earth did God create a world subject to earthquakes, 
hurricanes, bird flu and tsunami’s?  There seems to be a contradiction here.  
Couldn’t He have created a world where we only had to wrestle against 
man’s inhumanity to man? 
 

We don’t know the answer to these questions, but the fact is that He didn’t 
leave us to our own devices.  He provided through His son a means of 
overcoming evil with good, the mitigation of suffering with compassion and 
love, and the promise and fulfilment of redemption and salvation for all 
who would chose to be his disciples in anticipation of the return of His son 
Jesus.  When he will return in visible form we do not know, but in the light 
of recent events like the earthquake in Kashmir we hope it will be sooner 
rather than later. 
 

May this coming season of Advent prepare us for that eventuality?  That is 
our hope. 
 

Love and prayers 
 

Michael and Family.   
 

The Choir’s Visit to the ‘S’ Place 
 
Picture, if you will, atolls set in turquoise lagoons, snow white beaches 
fringed with palm trees, secret places where enormous ferns grow below 
granite cliffs and steep hillsides covered with every shade of verdant 
vegetation interspersed with the purest of coloured flowers. Add to this the  
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sound of frogs after a storm and the scent of frangipani wafting on a gentle 
breeze.  
 

This is what our choir had to endure for seven whole days at the end of 
September on their trip to the Seychelles. Yet even the magnificence of 
these sights, sounds and smells was surpassed by the overwhelming warmth, 
love and friendship shown to us by Bishop French and the members of the St 
Paul's Cathedral Choir. We were met by them at 5.00am on our arrival with 
flower petals and given seashells on our departure eight days later. In the 
meantime we experienced the holiday of a lifetime.  
 

Despite the heavy schedule of two one hour rehearsals, participation in the 
Sunday Communion Service when Chris preached and the televised 
combined concert on the Tuesday evening, when the children stole the 
show, we did find time to relax.  
 

We were treated to a beach BBQ with Creole food followed by singing and 
dancing, a coach trip around the island of Mahé with lunch provided, an 
afternoon on a glass bottomed boat, evening meals all together and an 
afternoon exploring the city of Victoria.  
 

Our thanks for this wonderful experience must go to Mr Robert Gaines-
Cooper whose generosity made it all possible. We would like to thank Chris 
for being the leader who kept us on time and suitably dressed (except on 
one brief occasion), the Seychelles Tourist Board for sponsoring the tour of 
the island, the PCC for paying for our insurance cover and the transport to 
and from the airports here and finally to our new found friends in the 
Seychelles for being the most perfect of hosts. 
 

John Russell 
 
 

New Venture! - New Horizons! 
 
Sonning Book Club 
  

A suggestion has been made to form a Sonning Book Club with a monthly 
meeting to select a book for the forthcoming month's reading and exchange 
views on the current book over tea and biscuits. 
  
Interested? Then please contact Anne and George Webster on 944 0699. 
 

George Webster 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Friends of St Andrew’s Church 
 
Christmas Fair – 3rd December 2005 

 
Pearson Hall, Sonning 

From noon until 4.00p.m. 
 

Refreshments available throughout 
 

Toys, gifts, games, jewellery, tombola, raffle, cards  
and wrapping paper, Christmas decorations, cakes, 

mincemeat, jams and chutneys, 
and much more! 

 
Why not come along and get into the Christmas spirit 

With a glass of mulled wine and a light lunch, followed 
By some relaxed shopping? 

 
All proceeds to Friends of St Andrew’s Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are looking for donations of bottles for the tombola (anything from tiny 
bottles of shampoo to very large bottles of something to drink!) and prizes 
for the raffle.  If you can assist, please call Colin Pierce (969 3779) or 
Wendy Williams (969 6609). 
    

Wendy Williams 
 

Royal British Legion - Sonning Sub-Branch (BR1817) 
 

 

 
Remembrance Day – Sunday 13th November 
 
A reminder to everyone about the change of times this year: 
 

Meet at The Pearson Hall at 9.50 a.m. 
 

March off at 10.00 a.m. 
 

Annual General Meeting 
 
The A.G.M. will be held in The Pearson Hall committee room on Thursday, 
24th November 2005 at 7.30 for 8.00 p.m. We look forward to seeing you 
then. 
 

Gordon Barnett 
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Pearson Hall Social Committee 

 

The PHSC will be hosting their annual Christmas Supper on 12 December 
2005, 7.30 pm at the Pearson Hall. Tickets, priced at £12.50 per head will 
be on sale from November 14 2005. To apply, please forward cheques, 
made payable to PHSC, to Meryem Parker, Acre Cottage, Thames Street, 
Sonning on Thames. Please include a stamped addressed envelope for the 
return of tickets or cheques if unsuccessful and a note of your telephone 
number. 
 

Please note: Due to the exceptional demand experienced last year for this 
event, tickets are limited to four per application. 
  
We look forward to seeing you there.  
 

Meryem Parker 
 

Sonning & Sonning Eye Society 
 

Society gets “Up, close and personal” with its geological heritage 
 

Where do you live in relation to the ancient seabed?  For those who joined 
Bruce Sellwood’s fascinating walk “The Stones of Sonning” on Sunday 25 
September, it was doubtless a revelation that millions of years ago, in the 
Cretaceous period, the top of Sonning Hill, through which Brunel drove the 
Great Western Railway cutting in 1838-41, was once the bottom of the 
seabed.  And as if that wasn’t enough, the origin of flints as compacted 
sponges formed on the bottom of the ancient seabed was equally 
revelatory. 
 

Bruce’s talk came to us courtesy of Society member and village resident, 
Leslie Runnalls.  Both she and Bruce were equipped with powerful 
magnifying eyeglasses, which they passed around the group.  The milestone 
in Thames Street (embedded in the wall of the Red House) and the stones – 
Portland and Bath – on the Church Tower, were thrown into magnificent and 
fantastic relief.  Under such powerful magnification, a piece of stone took 
on characteristics one perhaps associates with pictures of the Moon’s 
surface, or the amazing views, clear skies permitting, visible on a flight 
over mountainous regions. 
 

A welcoming tea in The Bull rounded off an excellent autumn afternoon to 
launch the Society’s new programme for 2005/06, and we hope that Bruce 
might be persuaded to offer the walk again. Our next major event will be 
the AGM and Supper for Members on Saturday 19 November in the Pearson 
Hall, while on Friday 27 January 2006, Society member, Nick Siney, will 
launch the first of three talks on bricks and brick-making today and 
tomorrow. Nick’s talk will be open to members and non-members alike.  
Information on all our events can be found on the Society’s website 
http://www.sonning.org.uk. 
 

http://www.sonning.org.uk
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If you would like to join the Society, please contact Carole Barnett on 969 
6693.  New members are always welcome. 
 

Diana Coulter 
 

Sonning Glebe WI 
 

We enjoyed another walk and a meal at The Shire Horse. Our next walk is in 
November. The Harvest Supper was a great success with good food, 
company and entertainment. At the end of October we have a chance to go 
on a Celebrity Lunch, we've got a WI quiz coming up and we learnt how to 
line dance at our 41st birthday meeting and then shared a ploughman's meal 
with friends from surrounding WI's. 
  

Our next meeting in December will be a Christmas Party on Monday 12th 
December. We will then be looking forward to a trip to Windsor Castle and 
the many events we have to keep us busy during the winter months, things 
like knitting and playing scrabble and making a variety of craft items. Do 
think about joining our lively and friendly group. We usually meet at 
Pearson Hall from 7.30pm on the third Monday of the month. 
 

Sarah Swatridge 
 

R.N.L.I. Sonning Branch 
 
Inaugural Annual Dinner 

 
Do not miss this unique opportunity to bid for a blade autographed  

by rowing Olympic Gold Medallists. 
 

After a successful year raising money for this very worthwhile cause, the 
committee has decided to hold a new event this year. The inaugural dinner 
will be held in the Pearson Hall, Sonning, on Saturday 12th November 2005 
at 7.30 p.m. A guest speaker, Richard Goddard Esq, Secretary of the Henley 
Royal Regatta, will follow the four-course meal. There will be a bar, raffle 
and an auction of a wooden blade signed especially for Sonning Branch by 
the Olympic Gold Medallists Sir Steve Redgrave, Sir Mathew Pinsent, James 
Cracknell and Tim Foster. If you are unable to attend the evening, it will be 
possible to place a bid in advance by contacting Pat Doyle, Tel 969 3605. 
 
Tickets are available on a first come, first serve basis from Mo Hicks, price 
£15.00 each. Call 0118 969 6943. Dress is Black tie. 
 
                                                                                        Lynn Woodhouse 

Sonning Art Group 
 

The Group’s growing reputation is reflected in the increasing number of 
approaches received from individuals and organizations seeking the help or 
involvement of members. 
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One such approach is from the “Riding for the Disabled” charity inviting 
members to submit appropriate entries for their forthcoming fund raising 
calendar.  At other times in the recent past specific pieces of work have 
been commissioned to meet special requirements and for the second year 
running the Group has been invited to submit paintings for sale at the St 
Andrew’s Craft and Art Exhibition held at St Andrew’s United Reformed 
Church, London Road Reading, on 18-20th November 2005. 
 

The Group has been running for a good number of years and it was 
particularly pleasing to meet Mrs Doris Woodward, the originator of Sonning 
Art Group, and learn of its early history and see some of her work dating 
from those times.  Mrs Woodward still holds an interest in art but has now 
retired from all painting activities and has presented her easel to the Group 
to help others who wish to take up the art.  The gift is a welcome addition 
to the stock of loan equipment held by the Group. 
 

George Webster 
 

Sonning Village Children In Need Evening – Friday 18th November 
 
What could be better than a thoroughly enjoyable evening out for young 
and old alike, whilst at the same time raising lots of cash for this 
worthwhile cause? The Sonning Village Children In Need Evening is 
confirmed for the above date with doors open at the Sonning Working Mens 
Club at 6pm. The evening starts with children’s entertainer, Uncle Charley, 
from 6pm till 8pm, followed by local band, Funk Junky (I think I have 
spelled that correctly?) from about 8.30pm. In between sessions we will be 
having the usual auctions (child and adult), raffle draw and tombolas. We 
have lots of “prizes” that have been generously donated by local and 
national companies, and hopefully by other local benefactors. There will 
also be a BBQ running throughout the evening. 
 

As in previous years, children (and adults, if you so wish?) are invited to 
come along in fancy dress, and a prize will be give to the most original 
costume. We have held the entrance price at £2 for adults and £1 for school 
age children, a bargain for what promises to be an excellent evening of 
entertainment! A special welcome will be extended to attendees of the 
Twinning Association Beaujolais Nouveau evening, after their event in the 
Pearson Hall. We have noticed in the past a fairly positive link between 
intoxication and charitable generosity! 
 

For further details, and if you would like to help us, contact either Mandi 
Brown on 07765 002762 or myself on 0118 969 3279. 
 

See you there! 
Trefor Fisher  
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Monday Club 
 

Two very interesting presentations to report on: Mr Brian Brooker talked 
about cheese, how it is made, how long it takes to make (mature cheddar 
can take up to a year) and what goes into to it (milk plus rennet plus 
bacteria). He also talked about pasteurising milk to prevent tuberculosis. I 
shall, in future, think of the work involved when I hack off a piece of 
cheese to go with the toast. Mr Geoff Briggs gave a superb automated slide 
show, with accompanying music. His topics included Portmeirion in Wales 
(remember 'The Prisoner' cult TV series?), horses in retirement (with 
lived-in, almost human faces), the Rain Forest at Hampstead Norris, Wye 
Valley Heritage Centre and Stourhead in Autumn. The final presentation of 
flowers, accompanied by Gounod's 'Ava Maria', sent shivers down the nape 
of the neck. 
 

RCA 
 

Make Christmas Different 
 
This suggestion is for people who will have a spare room in their home 
at Christmas. It prevents those little squabbles that sometimes occur when 
families are forced into each other's company for too long. This idea is 
equally suitable for couples who see each other every day of the year 
already and for sociable people expecting to spend Christmas alone. A 
Chinese, Indian or other foreign student, staying in your home for a couple 
of days, finding out what the British Christmas is all about, will make 
your festivities interestingly different. And you will make a big difference 
to a young adult far from home that might otherwise spend Christmas on a 
deserted university campus. For more information look at www.hostuk.org, 
or call me on 01296 634929. I am the local organiser for this voluntary 
scheme and have hosted students at Christmas a number of times and have 
arranged many enjoyable visits for students. 
 

Paul Ryall 
 
 
 

Sonning Cricket Club 
 

Champions again! But this time it was the 2nd XI who stole the show by 
winning Division 2 of the Berkshire League – the first time that has ever 
been done by a 2nd XI. As for the first team, they were disappointed to 
finish runners-up in the Premier Division, having won it 3 times in the 
previous 4 years, but a surprise defeat against Peppard earlier in the season 
ultimately cost them dearly. Despite this setback, the 1st XI still won the 
Berks Cricket League Special Award for Positive Cricket for the second year 
in a row and opening batsman Tom Allan was the Premier League’s Batsman 
of the Year with an average of 58. These awards and of course the Division 

http://www.hostuk.org/
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2 Championship trophy were presented to the club by England legend Robin 
Smith at a recent Berks League Awards dinner at the Calcot Hotel. 
 

The overall stats for the season were as follows: 
 

TEAM PLAYED WON DRAWN LOST 

Sat 1st 14 9 3 2 
Sat 2nd 13 8 3 2 
Sun  17 9 0 8 
Tour 2 0 0 2 
TOTAL 46 26 6 14 

 
Particularly pleasing now is that we could actually raise a full team from 
players who are resident in the village.  It’s many a long year since we’ve 
been able to do that and it wouldn’t be a bad side either! This is partly due 
to the clutch of youngsters who have started playing on Sundays. Of these, 
particular mention should go to 14 year-old Daniel Meadhurst, who was joint 
leading wicket-taker for the Sunday XI with 16 wickets. With dozens of 
children now making full use of the practice net, the future looks rosy for 
the club on the field, and to that end we are hoping to initiate a Sat 3rd XI 
for next season.  
 

In the meantime, we have some off-the-field activities to attend to. Firstly 
our Annual Dinner-Dance will be held at Sonning Golf Club on Sat 12th 
November, with the legend that is Pete Lincoln, providing the 
entertainment. On Sun 20th Nov, we’re having a work party to clear up the 
area between the pavilion and Pound Lane and then on Weds 14th Dec it’s 
the AGM at the pavilion. 
 

Finally, as ever, I encourage you to check out our popular website 
www.sonningcc.co.uk and if nothing else visit the look-alikes page – it’s 
amazing how many celebrities and TV puppets we’ve got in our ranks! 
 

Alastair Driver 
 

              Sonning CE Primary School 
 

Another school year is well underway and we have welcomed four new 
teachers to our staff team: Karen Florey who is teaching our youngest 
Reception children, Collette Warke teaching Year 2, Joanna Cross covering 
the maternity leave of our Deputy Head Gillian Kelsall with Year 4/5 and 
Jacqui Painter covering Claire Holland’s maternity leave with a Year 5/6 
class. They each bring different strengths and expertise to our school, 
which complement the existing staff team. We have also been getting used 
to new class names this term with each class being named after trees; we 
have Acorn (Reception) Beech, Chestnut, Fir, Holly and Maple. When Class 7 
is completed we will then have Year in Oak.  
 

The first few weeks have been very busy ones with a number of exciting 
things happening such as a visit by Image Theatre with a performance of 

http://www.sonningcc.co.uk/
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Pinnochio, a themed week around the theme of Healthy Eating (including Mr 
Smoothie making fruit smoothies using his bicycle!) and a visit by the 
charity NCH when our children were invited to take part in Cedric’s 
Challenge and raise money for children less fortunate than themselves. You 
may have seen coverage of this in the Evening Post as we handed over a 
cheque for nearly £700. Our Harvest Festival was also very well attended 
and the Year 6 pupils later distributed Harvest gifts in the local area. Work 
from our themed week can be seen in Woodley library throughout November 
and early December. 
 

After the half term break we shall be celebrating St Andrew’s Day at church 
and will also hold our Carol Service there on December 15th. Our Year 2 and 
3 children will also be performing ‘The Hoity Toity Angel’ at school in 
December and our choir will be performing at the Berkshire Young 
Musician’s Trust Junior Music Festival at the end of November. Christmas 
will be here before we know it! We are also very much looking forward to 
seeing the Governors’ vision for the school take shape as our building work 
commences and we can move into 2006 with a little more space for 
everyone and 7 classrooms. 
 

          Lesley Green 
 
 

Sonning Primary School Annual Christmas Fayre. 
 

Saturday 26th November; 2.00 to 4.00 p.m. 
 

The school choir will be entertaining us with some of the songs they learnt 
for the Junior Festival. There will be a number of stalls including a 
chocolate tombola, bottle tombola, guess the weight of the Cake.  And why 
not try your luck in our grand Christmas draw: 

1st prize:  Flight over Sonning 
2nd prize:  Two tickets for the Mill in Sonning 

plus many more great prizes donated by local and national companies. 
 

There will be plenty of activities for the children including a visit from 
Father Christmas. Hot and cold refreshments will be on sale throughout the 
afternoon. 
 

Entrance:     Adults £1      Seniors 50p     Children FREE 
 

If you would like further information, or wish to purchase raffle tickets, 
please contact Penny Adams on 0118 9697692. Come and have some fun and 
help the school raise much-needed funds.  Thank you for your support. 

 

Sonning School PTA 
 
 
 
 



 
  
☺ In Charvil & Sonning we have Rainbow, Brownie  

& Guide Units who meet weekly. 
Rainbows are 5 – 7 years old 
Brownies are 7 – 10 years old  
Guides are 10 – 14 years old 

  
 The girls enjoy a wide range of activities, 

For example: 
Singing, Dancing, Cooking, Crafts,  

Outdoor Activities, Canoeing,  
Swimming & Camping. 

  
 We also welcome adult helpers - would you be interested in helping? 

It is a wonderful way of meeting people and making new friends 
  
 Would you like to know more? 

If so please phone: 
Diane Reeves 0118 9692987 

Loddon District Commissioner 
 

 
Sonning Brownies 

 

Two weeks ago we went to the District Swimming Gala where we came a 
creditable 3rd. All the girls that came participated in at least 1 race, some 
in 3 with some of our youngest Brownies swimming as 10 year olds to make 
up the numbers. The only real problem was that Brown Owl and I had very 
sore throats the next day from so much cheering! A big ‘well done’ to the 
girls though. 
 

We had another special evening on 12th October when Karen Burrows, our 
Divisional Commissioner came to present Diane, our Brown Owl, with her 
District Commissioners badge. Diane has been District Commissioner (over 
Sonning, Twyford, Charvil and Hurst Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Ranger 
Units) for quite a while and is doing an excellent job. Karen wanted to 
present Diane with her badge in front of her own Brownies; the girls were 
thrilled to be part of the presentation and they also enjoyed the confetti 
shower that followed. I hope we did clear it all up! 
 

We were very sad to lose Lucy who has had to start earning a living - I 
expect quite a few Brownies will shout ‘Hello, Eeyore’ across Marks and 
Spencers so she won’t forget us! Polly is away at University but our other 2 
Young Leaders Fiona (Blue Bird) and Emma (Butterfly) are still with us. We 
have been joined by Clare Lagan (Piglet) who is our Unit Helper and has 
fitted in brilliantly and has turned into our unofficial sales rep – it’s amazing 
how many times we’ve needed things from the Guide Shop and Clare has 
been very willing to go along to Northcourt Avenue for us. 
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We have District Sports day coming up, inside this year as the last 2 that 
were planned for the summer have been rained off. We’re having it on 5th 
November and the theme will be Guy Fawkes so it should be fun. 
 

Panda (969 2514) 
 

Craft Fair 
 

Waingels College, Denmark Avenue, Woodley 
 

Sunday, 13th November, 10am - 4pm. This is the College Association's main 
fund raising event of the year. With over 50 stalls, many of them new, why 
not make November 13th a fun day's Christmas shopping for all the family? 
Dozens of raffle prizes. Refreshments available all day. 
 

Admission: Adults £1, under 18's Free. Free Car Park. 
 

Gordon Murray-Smith 
 

Little Fishes Baby and Toddler Group 
 

Our next get together is on Tuesday 1st November from 10am to 11.30am in 
the St Sarik Room next to St Andrew's Church.  All babies and pre-school 
aged children and their parents/carers are welcome to join us for a fun 
morning with plenty of toys, singing and stories.  
 

If you haven't been to Little Fishes before, why not give us a try.  We 
regularly meet on the first Tuesday of each month.  If you would like to 
know more please call me on 0118 934 1791 for a chat. 
 

We look forward to seeing you soon. 
 

Susan Brown 
 

Make Poverty History 
 

A big day out in London on 2 November, to lobby MPs individually about 
what they are doing to make poverty history - and postcards to send off to 
key decision-makers. That is a small contribution that makes a big impact 
on the recipients. For more information, contact me on 0118 934 1585. 
  

Audrey Nettle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Local Organisations 
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St Andrew's : Creche Alice Wilkinson 932 0264 
St Andrew's : Little Fishes Mrs Susan Brown  934 1791 
St Andrew's : Sunday School Jan Hammond 926 2365 
 St Andrew’s: Tower Captain: Mrs P. Elliston 969 5967 
The Friends of St Andrew's Wendy Williams 969 6609 
St Patrick's  : Sunday School Catherine Balchin 934 2840 
1st Charvil Rainbows Guider: Brenda Cowdery 934 5698 
Charvil Art Club Secretary: Mr W.G. Crane 934 5791 
Charvil Branch Conservatives Mrs E. Hobbs 934 0528 
Charvil Brownies White Owl: Rozanne White  901 7818 
Charvil Guides Naomi Simpson 934 1392 
Charvil Gym Club Sally Jones 966 5480 
Charvil Caterpillar Club Sarah Thompson 901 7608 
Charvil Parish Council Clerk: Mr I. Cohen 901 7693 
Charvil Pre-School Playgroup Secretary: Helen Myers 934 2144 
Charvil Senior Residents Club Miss C. Edwards 969 2114 
Charvil Women's Club Mrs S. Newman 934 0589 
Charvil Youth Club Rachel Sale 932 0853 
Sonning & Charvil Baby-sitting  Mrs Vanessa Jones 934 1185 
Circle E-mail  vanessalouisejones@hotmail.com  
Sonning & District Chernobyl Shirley Chard  969 8086 
Children's Lifeline Link  Group 
Sonning Art Group Chairman: Mr G.B. Webster 944 0699 
Sonning Branch, British Legion  Chairman: Gordon Barnett 969 6693 
Sonning Brownies Leader: Miss D. Reeves 969 2987 
Sonning C of E Primary School Head Teacher: Mrs L. Green 969 3399 
Sonning Conservatives Secretary: Mary Jones 944 2877 
Sonning Cricket Club  Membership: Ali Driver 969 2698 
Sonning Flower Club Secretary: Mrs A. Thomas 986 7550 
Sonning Glebe Art Club Julian Toms 969 0100 
Sonning Glebe WI (eve mtgs) Mrs D. Moulsley 961 8829 
Sonning Guides  Leader: Sue Jones 969 6628 
Sonning Lawn Tennis Club Secretary:Catherine 

Botwright 
969 1499 

Sonning Liberal Democrats John Edmonds 969 0017 
Sonning Parish Council Clerk, Mrs L. Bates 969 7753 
Sonning Rainbow Guides Leader: Mrs Debbie Knox 969 4470 
Sonning RNLI Chairman: David Bates 969 7753 
Sonning School Parent-Teachers 
Association 

Chairman: Mrs Carolynn 
Hughes 

934 4784 

1st Sonning Scouts Group GS Leader: Wendy Cherry 926 2363 
1st Sonning Scouts Group Scout Leader: Mike Watts 962 8388 
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1st Sonning Scouts Group Cub Scout Leader:   
1st Sonning Scouts Group Beaver Scout Ldr:  

Trefor Fisher 
 

969 3279 
Sonning Table Tennis Club Alan Tinson 969 0782 
Sonning Twinning Association Ken Henderson 969 3027 
Sonning Toddler Group Elizabeth Tonge 969 2080 
Sonning Village Players Secretary: Mr S. Atkins 969 1134 
Sonning & Sonning Eye Society Secretary: Mrs P. Feathers 934 3193 
Sonning Village Show Secretary: Mrs Heather Hine 969 8653 
Sonning Working Men's Club Secretary: Bob Hulley  969 9431 
Friends of Ali’s Pond  Alastair Driver  969 2698 
Masquerade Drama & Dance  
 Group for Young People 

Clare Hatfield 07973 
918225 

Monday Club Leader: Ken Trimmings 969 1072 
Pearson Hall Caretaker & Bookings:  

 Mrs Jenny Adams 
969 7692 

Pearson Hall Mgmt Committee Secretary: Mr Colin McEwen 934 0300 
Badminton Club Mrs P. Pardoe 934 5643 
Fitness Training Chris Banks 934 0832 
Longmead Bridge Club Chairman: Tony Cowling  969 5181 
Rotary Club, Loddon Vale Secretary: Norman Moulsley 961 8829 
Serinette Ladies Choir Suzanne Newman 934 0589 
Short Mat Bowling Club Mrs S. Newman 934 0589 
Tuesday Club Mrs Marjorie Bennet 934 5059 
Vivace Girls Choir Suzanne Newman 934 0589 
   

Ali's Pond E-mail: ali@sonningdrivers.plus.com 

Sonning & Charvil 
 services www.parishes.oxford.anglican.org/sonning/index.htm 

Sonning Working 
 Men's Club www.btinternet.com/~sonning_club/news.html 

Sonning-on-Thames archive.museophile.sbu.ac.uk/sonning   

Sonning Art Group www.sonningartgroup.org.uk  

Sonning School www.sonning.wokingham.sch.uk 
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Holiday in 
allorca 

rtment to let. 
Privately owned, 
table with all mod cons
sea shore overlooking  
the Bay of Palma.  

 
 Swimming Pool. 

n Bedrooms – one en-suite
rom £250 per week 
rther information phone  

 
e & Keith Nichols 0118 

9694628 
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DO YOU NEED TO GET FIT, LOSE WEIGHT OR RELIEVE STRESS  ? 

 
 

EXERCISE or receive SPORTS THERAPY MASSAGE  
at HOME.   All equipment provided.    

 It’s convenient, comfortable and  saves you time. 
The exercise programme includes a complimentary fitness 

assessment. 
 

Improve aerobic fitness ?  
Reduce the risk of disease. 

 
Lose weight for that special 

occasion,. 
Nutritional advice available  

 

 
Improve flexibility and 

strengthen core muscles to 
reduce back pain and  bladder 
weakness.  Leading to a more 

comfortable future. 
 

 
Relieve stress with massage or 
take Sports Therapy Massage to 

help you  
 recover from an injury such 

as a pulled muscle. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
DO YOU OWN A FIT BALL? 

Do you know how to use it effectively? 
 

Why not learn how 
 

Fit ball instruction available 
  

Fit ball | stability ball | core stability 
work, improves your strength, power, 

balance, posture and protects the spine. 
 

     

 
 

 

 
Call  07799 412059  

or send an email to info@jlwFitness.co.uk 
Gift vouchers available on request. 
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