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C. Sawyer. Building &
Decorating Contractors
Quality Remains When the Price is Forgotten
7 Glebe Lane Sonning On Thames RG4 6XH
Telephone: 01189 692021
Web Site: www.c-sawyer-builders.com

Mobile: 07768 533774
Email: csawyer@ukbuilder.com

The company was formed by its present owner in 1986 and has
provided a service to a considerable number of clients during
the past 15 years. The work includes the following skill bases:
Existing home extensions (Both single and multi storey)
Masonry and structural brickwork, including walling
Restoration of houses, offices, listed buildings and
barn structural restorations
Ground works including foundation engineering
and associated drainage works
Joinery works including fitted kitchen installations, second
fixings
An additional team of quality skilled subcontracted staff are
available to complete plumbing, plastering, tiling and roofing
requirements
We have recently ventured into hand made timber
Conservatories
All our work is completed to a very high standard
Design and Build Packages available
Free Estimate Given
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The Parish of Sonning
The ancient parish of Sonning, originally extending from Sonning Common to
Sandhurst was one of the great blocks of land handed over to the Church in
the 7th century. In 909 A.D. Sonning with Ramsbury, became a separate
bishopric, the Bishop of Ramsbury/ Sonning maintaining a riverside Hall in
the village. In 1075 the see was transferred to Old Sarum, ultimately
Salisbury, whose bishops had their own Palace on the same site as the Saxon
Hall until 1574, when the manor was transferred to the Crown.
St Andrew's Church in the heart of the village, was founded in Saxon times probably by Birinus, first bishop of Dorchester-on-Thames. It was largely
rebuilt in 1852, during the incumbency of Canon Hugh Pearson; it was he
who founded the Sonning Parish Magazine in 1869.
The White Hart Hotel, now known as The Great House, and partly 17th
century, stands on the site of older buildings including the home of 'Elias
the Ferryman' mentioned in a deed of 1100. The French Horn Hotel, in
Sonning Eye, was built in the 1880s in front of the original old inn - now
Bridge House - and its farm buildings. The Bull Inn, belonging to the
Church, was originally known as Church House, a guest house for pilgrims
to medieval St Sarik's Chapel in St Andrew's. Also adjoining the church is
Deanery Garden one of Sir Edwin Lutyen's best-known country houses built
at the turn of the century, just above the site of the ancient residence of
the Deans of Salisbury who regularly visited Sonning, the parish being a
'Dean's Peculiar'.
Sonning Mill produced a regular supply of flour from Saxon time until 1969,
after which it was converted into a 'Dinner Theatre', the first of its kind in
Britain. The Pearson Hall is the principal venue for village functions
Within the village boundaries lie the Reading Blue Coat School at Holme
Park (once the home of the Lord of the Manor Sonning Church of England
Primary School, King George's Field and other sports grounds, and Reading
University Farm - all of which help to preserve the rural atmosphere of
Sonning, the centre of which is now a conservation area.
The civil parish of Charvil is of relatively recent origin but the land on which
it lies has long been part of the ecclesiastical parish of Sonning. In the 18th
and 19th centuries it consisted of Charville Farm and a few cottages, which
lay between the villages of Sonning and Twyford and adjacent to the
London to Bath highway.
The development of Charvil began between the two World Wars,
particularly after the new A4 road was constructed in the 1920s by-passing
Twyford, and was accelerated after 1945. To meet the needs of this
increasingly large community, St Patrick's dual-purpose Church and Hall was
consecrated and opened in 1952; it remains within the ecclesiastical parish
of Sonning, It was considerably extended and refurbished in 2001.
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St Andrew's Sonning Contacts
Clergy: Vicar

Canon C G Clarke, The Vicarage, Thames St,
Sonning
Associate Vicar Rev Michael Forrer, 6 Park View Drive South,
Charvil
Licensed Lay
Ministers

969 3298
934 1989

Mr D G Sims, Vine Cottage, Pound Lane, Sonning 969 3151
Mr R J Peters, Elm Gables, Parkway Drive,
969 3589
Sonning

Churchwardens:

Deputies:

Mr Bob Hine, 28 Glebe Lane, Sonning
Mrs Jan Hammond
Mr J M Stansfield (Emeritus), 3 Strathmore
Drive, Charvil
Mr Mark Jordan
Charvil: Mr C M Easton,
8 Park View Drive South, Charvil

Parochial Church Council:
Secretary:
Mr Mark Jordan, 12 Manor Wood Gate, Lower
Shiplake RG9 3BY
Treasurer:
Mr James Wilson,
2 Selborne Court, 98 King's Road, Reading
Gift Aid:
Alistair Grunert, Vaucluse,
Holmemoor Drive, RG4 6TE
Parish Magazine:
Editor:
Mr Gordon Barnett
Advertising:
Mr Bob Peters
Circulation:
Mrs Pat Livesey

969 8653
926 2365
934 1762
940 1431
934 0795

940 1431
950 8994
969 2012

969 6693
969 3589
961 8017

Organist &
Choirmaster

Mr David Duvall, 39 Hudson Rd, Woodley
07855
davidduvallx@aol.com 947 104

Bookings

St Sarik Room St Andrew's Sonning: Mr D G Sims 969 3151
St Patrick's Church Hall: Charvil: Mrs N Potter
934 4961

Internet
Addresses:

http://www.parishes.oxford.anglican.org/sonning/index.htm
Editor's mailbox: gordon@barnett19.fsnet.co.uk
Advertiser's mailbox: bob@rpassociatesuk.com
Vicar's e-mail: chris@cgclarke.fsnet.co.uk
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Forthcoming Events
Date

What is on?

Page

May 30

PCC Social Car Rally & Sumptuous Pig Roast

R

June 3

SWMC Music Evening with Chico

R

June 9

Flower Club Meeting ‘Fun with Flowers’

30

June 10

Yeldall Manor Celebration

29

June 11

Pearson Hall Social Committee Summer Dinner

R

June 17

Commemmoration of VE & VJ Days

21

June 17

SWMC Quiz & BarBeQue

21

June 17

Art Group visit, Sandham Memorial Chapel

28

June 18

Yeldall Manor auction

29

June 19

United Service, Wargrave

16

June 19

Village Cricket Match – Vicars XI vs SWMC XI

R

June 22

Pearson Hall A.G.M.

32

June 25

Sonning Blue Coat PTA Summer Fair

32

July 1

SWMC Music Evening with ‘Sidewalk’

R

July 2

Primary School PTA jazz picnic

21

July 9

Yelldall Manor open day

29

July 10

CroW sponsored cycle, run or walk

25

July 15

Village Rounders Match & BBQ

23

July 16

Sonning Conservatives, summer drinks

24

July 17

British Legion, Sonning, Celebration and
Commemoration Service

20

July 17

Twinning Association BBQ

21

July 22

Art Group visit, Design Centre Islington

28

Sep 10

Sonning Village Show (inc SAG exhibition)

R

Sep 11

Heritage Open Day: Henry Woodyer in Sonning

R

Oct 22

Battle of Trafalgar Bi-Centenary 1805-2005
St Andrew’s at 19:30

R

(R = Reminder!)
Deadline for the July Magazine is 4.00pm on Saturday 18th June.
Don’t forget, no issue for August.
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Regular Services
The Parish Church
Sundays

8 am
10.30 am

6.30 pm
Wednesdays

10 am

Holy Communion (Prayer Book)
Family Service, first Sunday of the month
Parish Eucharist, second, fourth and fifth
Sundays
Matins, third Sunday
Evensong, except third Sunday of the month,
when it will be Holy Communion with the
laying on of hands for those who wish it.
Holy Communion at St Andrew's
St Patrick's Charvil

Sundays

9.30 am

Family Service, first Sunday of the month
Holy Communion, second and fourth Sundays
Worship Service other Sundays
Sunday School 9.30 am except first Sunday of
the month

If you would like to arrange a Thanksgiving for the birth of a child, a Baptism (please
give at least one month's notice of your intention), a Marriage or a Funeral, please
contact the Vicar. Please note that the Vicar hopes to take Monday as a day off,
although urgent matters will of course be dealt with.

The Vicar's Letter June 2005
Visit of Bishop and Cathedral Choir
The Church Council have introduced a swear box and decreed that every
time someone says the “S” word they have to put 50p in the box towards
the roof. They did not say that people had to do the same if they used the
word when writing so I will use it now before any more restrictions are
introduced.
The “S” word is Seychelles! I am delighted to tell you that the choir of St.
Paul’s Cathedral, Seychelles will be singing during the 10.30 Communion
Service on Sunday 21st August this year. I think I am correct in saying this is
the first time a Cathedral Choir will have sung in St. Andrew’s. Their singing
is very good but different from that of English Cathedral Choirs. It is a
significant event and I tell you about it now in the hope you will put the
date in your diary and be present.
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The Bishop of Seychelles, Bishop French, will be travelling with the choir
and he will preach at the Service. As a courtesy to our guests we have
moved Matins, which usually take place on the third Sunday of the month,
to Sunday 28th August
Instead of Evensong on the 21st August there will be a Concert in St.
Andrew’s starting at 6.30pm. This will be put on by the Cathedral and St.
Andrew’s Choirs. It will have a variety of religious and secular music and I
know St. Paul’s Choir are looking forward to introducing us to some Creole
music. After the concert there will be drinks in the Vicarage Garden, or in
Church if wet. We will not charge for the concert but any donations will go
to The Friends of St. Andrew’s to help pay for the roof.
I know that many people go on holiday in August but if you are here please
put Sunday 21st. August in your diary now and please come to the morning
service and the concert that day – why not bring some friends with you?
Our Choir will be going to Seychelles to sing in the Cathedral on Sunday 25th
September. Services will take place in this Parish as usual that day and we
have already booked an organist and asked people to join those members of
the choir who are not coming to the “S” place.
As many will know Christine and I went on a “Business” trip (Business Class!)
to the “S” place after Easter to try and arrange this exchange. Quite what
our choir would have done or said to us if we had not been able to make the
arrangements does not bear thinking about! All the costs involved in the
visits are being paid by Mr. Robert Gaines-Cooper following his Mother’s
Memorial Service which was held in St. Andrew’s last year.
Love & prayers
Chris
From the Registers
Baptisms
1st May Edward William Strickland, Kathryn Abigail Strickland,
Charlotte Nicole Strickland.
Weddings
7th May Harry Redvers Jackson to Elizabeth Brenda Heap
14th May Stephen Paul Bland to Annette Alice McCormack
United Service
The Annual United Service organised by Churches Together in Twyford and
District takes place in the marquee on the green by St. Mary’s Church in
Wargrave on Sunday 19th. June. The Service starts at 10.30am and because
of it there will not be a service at St. Patrick’s at 9.30 or at St. Andrew’s at
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10.30 that day. There will be a 8.00am Service in St. Andrew’s and a service
of Holy Communion at 6.30pm.
I believe it is important to meet with members of other Christian Church
and hope you will be able to support the United Service. If anyone requires
transport please speak to one of the Churchwardens or the Vicar.
Confirmation
If you have not been confirmed and would like to discuss it please speak to
Michael or Chris. Each year we meet with people to discuss what
Confirmation means in the hope that they will feel able to make a
commitment and confirm the promises that others made for them when
they were baptised. The Confirmation Service is not until 9th. October but
we would like to begin gathering names now to get some idea about
numbers. Once we know who is interested we will arrange a mutually
convenient time to meet.
100th Birthday!
I know she does not look it but Nora Hollingsbee will be 100 on Wednesday
29th. June. Everyone will, I am sure, wish to join with me in congratulating
Nora and saying how delighted we are. She is an amazing example to us all
and we are thrilled to know her. Nora, as you know, still sings in St.
Andrew’s Choir and very rarely misses a Sunday Morning Service (unless she
has been out on the town the night before!). She always seems so cheerful
and happy and still has that wonderful sparkle in her eye – I would like to
think it is just me that her eyes twinkle at but in my heart I know it is
everyone.
Nora, from everyone in St. Andrew’s and from the many people who know
and admire you in the village, a VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Love & prayers
Chris
June Jottings for St Patrick’s
Young people as a generation have received a lot of stick lately from those
with authority and power. Unfortunately I am not aware that at the same
time sufficient attention is being paid to finding a positive long-term
solution. In terms of understanding generations one or two times younger
than ourselves, the key is in the building of relationships across the gap so
that trust, the foundation stone of all good relationships, in both directions,
can flourish. Building relationships takes time and time is a scarce
commodity for the working adult population, especially parents of teenage
young people.
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The generation gap is also a communication gap, which, in the absence of
positive relationships, results in negative assumptions being made without
being tested. Untested assumptions are one of the principal causes of
miscommunication. We are fortunate in Charvil in having a dedicated
Wokingham District Youth Service youth worker in the person of Debbie
Coleman. However the challenging and demanding responsibility of building
good relationships with young people cannot be left entirely on her
shoulders. There needs to be a lot of voluntary support from the adult
population of Charvil. Wokingham provide a mobile youth van at east Park
Farm sports facility every Monday and Debbie and her fellow street workers
are present on Fridays to engage with any young people hanging about.
At St Patrick’s at 9.30 am every 2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th Sunday (in term time) we
have a Sunday Club for young children which is well received and growing.
For some time I have been thinking of initiating a “parenting group” for
parents on one evening a month. If you have any thoughts about this
initiative please let me know.
Please note in your diary the open-air service at 9.30 in the car park of the
village hall as part of the Charvil Fete on the 1st Sunday in July. Also be
sure to visit the St Patrick’s caravan during the afternoon during the fete.
Love and prayers,
Michael & family
The FOSTAC Song (sung to the tune of Waltzing Matilda)
Once a jolly parson, living by the riverside
Near to the church in Sonning was he
He sang as he sat concerned about the fabric
“It will fall down soon, we can’t pay the builders fee”
Oh what a building, oh what a building
Roof is near collapse and it’s falling down on me
He sang as he sat concerned about the fabric
“It will fall down soon, we can’t pay the builders fee”
Up came the treasurer, mounted in his Rolls Royce
“Funds are getting low, Vicar dear” said he
“Can’t you get the organist to run A pop concert
Then we’ll get some cash, for the roof and some for me”
Oh what a building, ……. For the roof and some for me”
Up came the organist, stamping hard his size 5 boots
“Pop concert, never, it’s beneath me dignity
Some thing more musical to titillate the senses
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We’ve got a super choir, and my services are free”
Oh what a building ……. And my services are free”
The vicar came quite thoughtful and said to the churchwarden
“How about you helping, with some new specialty
Bungee’s from the church tower in aid of the finances
To go with the pop concert where the organ grinders free”
Oh what a building, …..where the organ grinders free”
The churchwarden said “I am worried about safety
Bungee jumping’s dangerous, not for the likes of me
Have a working party; fix all the problems
Only take a morning and the labour is all free”
Oh what a building……..and the labour is all free”
Back came the treasurer and said unto the vicar
“What you need is friendship with a chairman who can see
Way out of predicament with prudent fiscal management
Colin can’t say no, just the man, he’s also free”
Oh what a building, …….just the man, he’s also free”
So it was decided, FOSTAC was soon started
With Colin as the chairman plus the committee that you see
To raise the needed capital to shore up dodgy structure
While Vicar and the treasurer went to the Bull for tea
Oh what a building, …….went to the Bull for tea
Break a leg
Well that’s what the boss said to us all in the run up to this years Christian
Aid concert, but I didn’t think he actually go and do it. Not sure it was a
general stage instruction, but I ignored him of course, and thankfully so did
the rest of the cast (as they usually do).
So there you go, another Christian Aid concert passes by, and I reckon it’s
as good as we’ve done. We had lots of new talent this year, like the Sunday
club, Jing ‘s Chinese restaurant, a country band, the youth playing Walt
Disney, the Julia Higgs telling us not to “hang out undies on Sunday” and
Ray singing about Jim Reeves and his “big horse”. That one passed me by,
but the boss said it was far too subtle for a mere pianner and I should just
get on with producing the right notes when me ivories were tinkled. I had 4
different ivory tinklers this year, so I guess that made me the star of the
show, although the boss keeps reminding me that I should be more ‘umble
and remember that I’m just a mere vehicle for translating the skills of the
tinklers into something recognisable by the punters. The organ grinder gave
me the usual pounding but I’m used it now, a least he doesn’t have to hop
about on sticks and operate the loud pedal with his left foot.
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We had all the usual suspects, lots of poems, stories, songs and sketches
(the bosses deputy boss produces some good scripts) from the likes of lady
Jane, Hardy Amies, the village idiots, the bosses bosses boss, Charvil
Nightingale, John, Andy, Julie, Roly, Frank (alias Should be banned) and not
forgetting the organ grinder. Compeered in inimitable style and laced with
the usual crop of corny jokes by the bosses boss, it all seemed to go down
all right.
The big thing is that St Paddy’s was nearly full and we raised £472.81 for
the weak Christians, which is the best we’ve ever done and tops last year’s
effort by 130 quid.
So thank you one and all for the excellent support, hope you all enjoyed it,
and for those of you who missed it, there’s always next year.
Joanna (the St Patrick’s Pianner)
Little Fishes Baby and Toddler Group
The Little Fishes Baby and Toddler Group meet on the first Tuesday of each
month in the St Sarik Room next to St Andrew's Church. Our next get
together is on Tuesday 7th June from 10am to 11.30am. All babies and preschool aged children and their parents/carers are welcome to join us for a
fun packed morning with plenty of toys, singing, refreshments and a story or
two. We look forward to seeing you then.
Susan Brown
Royal British Legion - Sonning Sub-Branch (BR1817)
60th Anniversary of VE & VJ Days
Don’ forget! The morning service on Sunday, 17th July 2005
(1030hrs) will be a special one to commemorate and
celebrate both VE and VJ days. The flags, ensigns or other
memorabilia of the services and other organisations
involved in the war effort will be on display and there will
be a uniformed representative of the three main services
present in church.
Afterwards, the Branch invites you to join the committee and members for a
drink and a nibble, which will be served in the church.
Put it in your diary and join us – 10.30 a.m., Sunday, 17th July 2005.
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Poppy Appeal 2005
We are getting there, slowly, but we are still looking for volunteers to
collect in the area bounded by and including Chiltern Crescent, Erleigh
Milton Rd, Culver Lane and Hilltop Rd.
It is only once a year and is not too onerous. My telephone number is 969
6693, or call Malcolm Geater on 969 3132; please do volunteer, the more we
have the easier it is for us all.
Gordon Barnett
Sonning C of E Primary School PTA
Jazz Picnic
What better way to spend a summers evening? Pack your picnic hamper,
chill your bottles of wine and come and enjoy the sounds of the Slip Stream
jazz band in the beautiful garden of South Hill (off Sonning Lane) – Saturday
2nd July, 7.00 for 7.30 until 11.00pm. Tickets £10.00 (adults only) and can be
obtained from Pauline Conway on 0118 969 6472.
Thank you for your support.
Lesley Green
Sonning Twinning Association
The Sonning Village Barbecue Event
With the promise of a great summer ahead, we are pleased to announce
that a very special Village Barbecue has been planned by the Association.
This will take place on Sunday July 17th at the Sonning Working Men’s Club
on Pearson Road (behind Pearson Hall for those of you who don’t know it)
from 1.00 pm.
This will be part of the weekend celebrations of our 10th anniversary of
twinning with Ligugé and we are expecting to host a number of French
visitors, so this occasion offers the opportunity for the village to welcome,
mix and mingle with our guests from Ligugé.
Sadly numbers will be limited, so get on the phone and get your tickets
NOW from David Bates on 0118 969 7753 (£5 per adult, concession for
children).
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Look forward to seeing you on Sunday 17th July at 1 pm at Sonning Working
Men’s Club.
Sonning Art Group
Christine Rogers who had previously presented tutor sessions on
watercolours for the group attracted a full attendance for her latest visit
when she conducted a session on the use of soft pastels. Many of the
members were new to this particular medium and they and the more
experienced members found the session highly interesting. It was a fully
participatory event and members each produced three studies under
Christine’s expert guidance, a still life picture of an apple, a vase of flowers
and a woodland scene.
Anyone that has used soft pastels will know that Christine had quite a task
to ensure the group managed to put the pastel colours on the paper and not
on hands, face and clothes! Despite everyone’s best efforts there was a lot
of hand washing at the end of the afternoon but fortunately no disasters
with the clothes. Everyone felt they had produced worthwhile pictures and
Christine received a hearty round of applause for once again providing a
very successful session.
By way of a change the Group will meet at the Bull at 1pm Friday 29th April
and, with sketchbook in hand, will venture out on a field study and find
suitable subjects to sketch or paint in the surrounding area. Fortunately this
is never a difficult task in the beautiful village of Sonning.
May 20th will give members the opportunity to bring out their soft pastels
and put them to good use once again. This time it will be for a tutor session
with Jenny Parr who is providing tuition on the difficult subject of
portraiture. Short straws are being drawn to choose a suitable model from
the Group – however a volunteer would be more than welcome!
Sonning & Sonning Eye Society
‘Words on Eye’
This ‘walk & talk’ for the Sonning & Sonning Eye Society, led by Alistair
Driver and David Woodward, was blessed with blue skies and spring
sunshine. It made our stroll, from the waterside jetty near the French Horn
to the gravel lakes and islands, simply ideal for spotting wetland flora,
fauna and feathers! Great crested grebes, the ‘hobby’, moorhens, warblers
and many others were seen or heard – or both- while a ramble through the
charming narrow footpath by the waterside cottages gave many of us a
completely fresh perspective on Eye – invisible from the road. Progressing
up Spring Lane, the spring itself was hidden, too, a dry season depleting the
water-table.
With butterflies – Orange Tipped and Green Veined Whites, released from
temporary capture, back into their natural environment, we were
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introduced to another – rather smelly – local resident that most of us had
never met before – a pole-cat, masked like a mini Panda and with fur like
Sable! Alistair’s talk, full of fascinating facts and surprises – a roadside
snakeskin, the planting of Poplars for the match industry, the species of
dragonflies in our valley – we all, young & old alike, finished with eyes
opened wider to our local wildlife habitats.
This was followed by an intriguing talk on aspects of Eye, by David blending
history, architecture, industry and anecdote! Such a feast of information:
Eyot House with its glorious tile frieze created by the De Morgan Tile
Company, the renovation of a 16th century barn, the site of the Forge, the
development & decline of willow basket making, the history of local farms,
the 12 listed buildings, Eyot Island, the wonderful interiors of barns,
sympathetically converted to housing, whose owners had generously
allowed us to visit. There were so many intriguing questions: was Botany
Bay cottage originally the collecting point for deportees? Why – and when –
did ‘The Barracks’ get their name? Completed by a close up view of the
18th century Sonning Mill and its water wheel, followed by tea in the garden
of The Great House, the afternoon was a most enjoyable event, encouraging
us all to re-appreciate – and care for – our fine local heritage – a feast for
the ‘Eyes’.
Joyce Reed
S&SES Education Panel.
Village Rounders Match
This annual challenge will take place on Friday, 15th July on King George’s
Field, starting at 6.00 p.m. As Usual, there will be a barbecue and drinks for
sale. Spectators are welcome, but please bear in mind that the safety of
children at this event is the sole responsibility of thje parent or guardian.
RNLI Sonning Branch
Following a very successful Music Night in February, after which we were
able to send £2000 to Headquarters, we are pleased to announce the Annual
Garden Party.
The Garden Party will be held, by kind invitation of Dr. & Mrs. G. Bailey,
at The Thatched Cottage, Sonning Lane on Saturday 18th June from 6.30 to
8pm. Tickets, priced at £7.50, are available from David Bates, telephone
0118 9697753, or any other committee member. If you are unable to join
us, but would like to contribute in some way, we are always pleased to
receive gifts suitable for the ever popular tombola.
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We can only hope for fine weather to really appreciate Dr. & Mrs Bailey’s
beautiful garden.
Lynn Woodhouse
Margaret ('Peggy') Atkins
We would like to thank all those who sent best wishes and visited because
of Peggy's operation. We have greatly appreciated everyone's kindness.
Peggy and Rusty
The Monday Club
John Brookes gave an interesting talk called 'Why did it happen to me?'.
Most of us who have regular links to our family do not realise how many
people have no links and how strong the urge becomes to find one's place in
the family tree. Steve Chapman talked on the history of chocolate with
examples - very tasty. Rosina Marsh gave us Pam Ayres poems and Terry
Morris with his keyboard led us in a sing-song. It is fascinating to see how
far he can sway from side to side without falling over.
RCA
Conservative Association – Sonning Branch
Summer Drinks Party
The Summer Drinks Party will be held on Saturday, 16th July, at 6.30pm at
Acorns, West Drive. Tickets are £9 and can be obtained from me (944 2877)
or any member of the committee. Gordon and I look forward to welcoming
you to our home.
Mary Jones
Pearson Hall Social Committee
The PHSC will be hosting a summer event on Saturday 11th June 2005 in the
form of a formal, black tie dinner. Tickets, priced at £10 per head, are now
on sale. Please forward cheques, made payable to PHSC, to Meryem Parker,
Acre Cottage, Thames Street, Sonning RG4 6UR. Please include a stamped
addressed envelope for the return of tickets or cheques if unsuccessful.
Please note if the applications for tickets exceed the number available, a
blind ballot will be held.
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Urgent! Parish Magazine Delivery. Urgent!
A distributor is needed to take over the delivery of 33 Parish magazines to
Glebe Lane/Garde Road/Paddick Close as Rose Willis is no longer able to do
this round. If you could ask people to contact me on 0118 9 618017 or e
mail j.w.toys@btinternet.com that would be very helpful.
Pat Livesey
CRoW
Sponsored (Cycle, Run or Walk) September 10th 2005
The Crow is the most intelligent and resourceful of all the birds. Wise old
birds, and young ones too, should be thinking about the Berkshire Churches
Trust’s sponsored Cycle, Run or Walk on Saturday September 10th. It’s a
wonderful day out; many churches will be manned, with friendly faces to
greet you.
Half the money you raise is returned to the church of your choice, and half
goes to the Trust to help preserve the fabric of churches throughout
Berkshire. The CRoW is the Trust’s chief source of income and they urgently
need more funds to increase their grants in line with building costs.
Your local organiser is Nigel Mobey, telephone 0118 969 2841, who can
supply you with sponsorship forms, guidelines, lists of churches open,
stickers etc.
SONNING VILLAGE PLAYERS’ SPRING PRODUCTION
David Hare’s play “Amy’s View” was an excellent choice and gave the
Sonning audience entertainment of a different kind. It was a challenging
play for an amateur group, but was played by a talented cast with
confidence, pace and sensitivity. The staging was excellent and movement
about the set was natural and effective.
“Amy’s View” is a wordy play but all actors delivered their lines clearly and
convincingly. The elegantly written play explored many emotions and these
were explored by experienced actors who have performed in many local
theatres. The casting was perfect.
The back stage team, as always, offered great support. Steve Atkins, the
Director, is to be congratulated for finding such an accomplished cast and
intelligently written play. It’s good for Sonning audiences to see new faces.
We hope the visiting actors enjoyed the experience and will appear in
future productions. WATCH THIS SPACE!
P.S.
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Eye & Dunsden Parish Council
Chairman’s report for 2004-5

This past year has been another busy one for the Parish Council. We were
pleased to welcome Wendy Oxlade as a new member, after the sad loss of
our former Chairman David Jackson. She is joint landlord of the Shoulder of
Mutton in Playhatch, and we were sorry when she left us a few months
later. A vacancy now exists on the council.
We have continued to be represented on the Thames Councils’ Crossing
Group, which has acted as a pressure group on the local authorities as they
move towards a proposal for a new river crossing in the Reading area.
An application for the excavation of a prominent portion of land between
Playhatch and the Flowing Spring pub was vigorously resisted by the Parish
Council which expects to attend the OCC committee meeting which will
decide the application in July.
Under Peter Saint’s most excellent guidance, for which we heartily thank
him, our two allotment sites have continued to flourish. A number of new
plots have been let, and further improvements are being examined,
including the possibility of constructing a car park for the Sonning Eye
allotments. After a thorough examination of documents held at Lloyds TSB
we have definitively established that the parish council owns the freehold
of the Sonning Eye allotments, gifted from the Phillimore Estate.
Our efficient contractor Peter Prickett has continued to provide sterling
service in the maintenance of Dunsden Green and Furleigh Bank open
spaces.
We have continued to work with the District and County Councils to bring
about some improvements to the local area, including plans to improve the
traffic lights and pedestrian safety at Sonning bridge, and elsewhere on the
roads in the parish. We are also hopeful that we will soon be able to put in
place some measures to deter travellers from placing their vehicles on the
verge of the A4155, and are grateful to Gary Markham and Alan Oxlade in
Playhatch who have been working towards this.
We have also been in contact with the Thames Traditional Boat Society in
the hope of making improvements to the slipway at Sonning Eye.
In response to sewer and drainage overload problems in Playhatch we
ascertained that gully clearance will only be carried out by SODC on an ad
hoc basis. We will continue to monitor the situation.
The Parish Council has supported an initiative by Robin Page to improve the
roundabout in Playhatch with some new planting and the removal of

26

clutter. This scheme is sponsored by Lafarge and should be completed
shortly. Our thanks to them and to Robin.
The growing burden of documentation and requirements for administrative
compliance has continued.
Planning applications have continued to occupy a good deal of the council’s
time, with several contentious applications, including the construction of
additional rooms at the Crown at Playhatch, at Reading Sailing Club and at
the Homestead in Sonning Eye. Our deliberations are sometimes over-ruled
by the District Council, even when we have the support of our District
Councillor.
The village hall has continued with strong bookings and a programme of
entertainments in the excellent hands of Chairman Chris Jensen and his
management committee. During the year they have been examining the
possibility of the sale of some land in order to finance improvements to the
village hall car park. The council expects to take a final decision on this
some time in the coming year.
It was my pleasure to once again represent the parish at the annual
remembrance day service at Dunsden Green, and I am pleased we continue
to have good relations with Shiplake & Dunsden PCC and with neighbouring
parishes Sonning, Shiplake and Binfield Heath. By sharing a clerk with the
latter a certain amount of duplication of effort is saved, to the benefit of
all in both parishes.
I would like to express my thanks to our County Councillor Carol Viney and
to our District Councillors Eddie Rudge and Malcolm Leonard for all the hard
work they have put in on our behalf during the year. Especial thanks also to
our splendid and long-suffering clerk Beverly Dobson.
The parish council is seeking to appoint a webmaster and newsletter editor
on a voluntary basis. In the meanwhile it has not been possible to update
the parish website.
As always we continue to encourage the public to attend our meetings.

Sonning Art Group
Due to unforeseen circumstances the April field study was cancelled. It had
been suggested that this was due to the groups reluctance to depart from
the pub (or indeed being capable of leaving it) and cross the starting line.
Sad to say that was not the case but to prove it we will have to schedule
another field trip in the near future!
Anyone that has used soft pastels will know that Christine had quite a task
to ensure the group managed to put the pastel colours on the paper and not
on hands, face and clothes! Despite everyone’s best efforts there was a lot
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of hand washing at the end of the afternoon but fortunately no disasters
with the clothes. Everyone felt they had produced worthwhile pictures and
Christine received a hearty round of applause for once again providing a
very successful session.
Maggie Hollidge’s husband Jack bravely volunteered to sit for a 2 hour tutor
session while Jenny Parke give the group her expert advice on the use of
soft pastels in portraiture. We don’t know what Jack really thought of the
final results of the many different versions of him we produced but the
members all enjoyed themselves and had a very informative and enjoyable
day. We understand that as a result of this session Jack has been able to
set himself up with a worthwhile new career as a male model!
Friday, June 17th the group will be meeting at 1:30 pm at Burghclere and
will visit the Sandham Memorial Chapel to study the work of Spencer
(perhaps his very best) and will finish the afternoon with a picnic if weather
permits.
Friday July 22nd the group will visit the Artists and Illustrators Exhibition at
the Design Centre, Islington.
Sonning Glebe W I Report
We voted Heather Hine in as our president for her second year and welcomed
three new members in April. We listened to a fascinating talk on ‘swimming with
sharks’ accompanied by stunning photographs. The speaker had an important
message about preserving our wildlife. We all learnt something new, and I doubt
if we’ll be eating shark fin soup!

As well as helping with the village spring clean, we organised a Bluebell
walk finishing with a pub lunch. Another walk is planned for 31st May around
Shiplake. A group visited Loddon Brewery which was good value for money.
There was tasting of beer, barley, malt and hops. The talk was interesting
and the Brewer very enthusiastic. It was a relaxing and enjoyable evening.
In our May meeting Malcolm Stansfield made us aware of the difference between
the retail price of milk and the price paid to the farmer. Nationally all WI’s are
discussing this topic, and caring for our environment, and will feedback to
Government.
Future events include a trip to the Garter Ceremony, a visit and lunch with the
Berkshire Air Ambulance team, a safari supper and, of course, we shall be
entering a team in the Village Rounders tournament in July. New members are
always welcome, we meet in Pearson Hall from 7.30pm on the third Monday in
the month.

SS

28

Yeldall Manor
Yeldall Manor, the local Christian drug and alcohol rehabilitation centre for
men at Hare Hatch near Wargrave, has several events happening in the next
couple of months, with many different ways to get involved.
Celebration, Friday 10th June: If you haven’t been to a Celebration before,
come along to Yeldall Manor on 10th June at 7.30pm – join us in praise and
worship and hear what God is doing in our lives.
Yeldall Auction, Saturday 18th June: Raise money for a good cause by
selling your unwanted quality furniture, antiques and collectables. Choose
to donate 100%, 50% or just 15% of the sale price to Yeldall.
Clear out your cupboards and attics!
If you don’t have anything to sell, come to buy - it will be great fun, with
prices from a couple of pounds to (possibly) a couple of hundred! Come and
bid for furniture, decorative items or whatever you collect or need for your
home. It takes place at the New Hall, Waltham St. Lawrence The auction
begins at 1pm, but come early to see what’s on offer before you bid! Doors
open for viewing from 10am, and refreshments will be available during the
auction.
To submit goods, or for directions to the hall, please call Sue Hedger at
Yeldall on 0118 940 1093 or e-mail yeldall@aol.com.
Yeldall Open Day, Saturday 9th July: The biggest event of the year at Yeldall
Manor, with gates open from 2pm for stalls and sideshows - loads of things
to buy and do, followed by a Grand Celebration in the marquee from 5pm.
Not to be missed!
To offer help, or for directions or more information, give us a call on 0118
940 1093.
Sonning Flower Club
The May meeting, was entitled ‘Down the Line’. The demonstration
depicted in flower arrangements down the railway line to London, with a
London theme. The competition ‘A Modern Line Exhibit’ was won by
Barbara McGregor.
As a surprise, Ken Trimmings had very kindly made 40 rock cakes for us to
enjoy afterwards: Thank you Ken! As a mark of appreciation, one of our
members wrote the poem that follows.
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At the next meeting on the 9th
June, we will be holding a
workshop for members and
visitors entitled ‘Fun with
Flowers’. There will not be a
competition this month.
There are varied events for
club members; summer BBQ’s,
cream teas and lunches, visits
to members gardens, trips to
Hampton
Court
and
Bournemouth flower shows.
On Thursday, 19th May, some
of our members took part in a
workshop where we learnt
how to arrange flowers on a
pedestal (as in church for
example). We took a pedestal,
foliage and flowers to the
venue at Benson Village Hall,
where Mrs Mavis Jennings, a
national
teacher
and
demonstrator was holding the
workshop. We had paid a visit
to the Longacres garden
centre near Bagshot the
previous day, where there is an excellent selection of cut flowers.
We arrived at 10.30a.m. Those who have done it before bring their flowers
in buckets and bins and have aprons and hand towels, even dustpans and
brushes for clearing up afterwards; unlike me with only one large bin liner
and a ‘Waitrose’ carrier bag. After a ‘cuppa’ and setting up all our gear, we
were given a demonstration on how to do a pedestal arrangement. Using
lilies, roses, lisianthums. antirhinums, carnations, flowering wygelia,
clematis montana and gyphsophlia, the demonstrator talked us through it.
Then it was our turn. I soon realised that I had the wrong shaped foliage but
my oppo and I did a bit of a swap, so all was well and the results were quite
pleasing.
We had a break for lunch, then off again for another demonstration using
Solomon’s seal, delphiniums and hosta leaves to show how a smaller, more
economical arrangement can be just as effective. At the end, each
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arrangement was reviewed and constructive comments made. I think that
we all went away very pleased with ourselves.
There was only one problem, how to get them home. I decided that since
I’d borrowed the pedestal I would take mine apart- just as well because my
oppo’s arrangement filled her car and I had to sit with all the rubbish in the
front seat. Still, it was a good day out.
Jane Gascoigne

Pearson Hall – A.G.M.
The Annual General Meeting of the Pearson Hall will be held at the Hall on
Wednesday 22nd June at 7.30 for 8.00 pm. You are invited to attend or send
a representative, and to take part in the elections. Light refreshments will
be served.
Colin McEwen
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COME
EARLY AND
ENJOY
LUNCH
PLENTY OF
CHOICE

SIMPLY …A GREAT DAY OUT!
JOIN US FOR LUNCH - Choose from a Stunning BBQ,
a Summery Buffet or an Asian Feast. A drink from
the bar ? A Pimms perhaps? …but do leave room for
the Cream Tea!

HELICOPTER
RIDES
BUZZ YOUR
NEIGHBOURS

SPECTACULAR ARENA – Tug of War, Superb
Magician, Field Gun Race, Tanks, RAF Outreach
Team, CCF Battle, Queen’s Colour Sqn. Drill.

RBCS
Holme Park,
Sonning
Lane,
sonning

CLASSIC CAR RIDES – Fancy a ride in a Bentley,
Aston Martin or Porsche? Well who wouldn’t? Have
your photo taken, too.
LOADS FOR KIDS – Inflatable and Bouncy this, that
and the other. Gunge Tank, Unrideable Horse,
Special area for the “little ones”.

LOADS
FOR
KIDS OF
ANY
AGE!

CRAFT FAIR – Usbourne Books, Jewellery, Leather
Goods, Garden Design, Flower Essences, Cards,
Cartoon Character pottery classes,
Fair Trade, 1,000 Bottle Stall

CRAFT FAIR
YES …YOU
TOO CAN BE
READY FOR
XMAS!

BATTLE OF THE BANDS
…Not for the faint hearted!

Reading Blue Coat School, Sonning
Lane,
Sonning. Berks.
Signposted off the A4, near Woodley
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ARMY, RAF
AND NAVY
THE FIELD
GUN RACE
TANKS

Holiday in

Mallorca
Apartment to let.

Privately owned,
Comfortable with all mod cons
On sea shore overlooking
the Bay of Palma.
Swimming Pool.
Two Twin Bedrooms – one en-suite
From £250 per week
For further information phone
Daphne & Keith Nichols 0118
9694628
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Local Organisations
St
St
St
St

Andrew's : Creche
Andrew's : Little Fishes
Andrew's : Sunday School
Andrew's : Bellringers

The Friends of St Andrew's
St Patrick's : Sunday School

Alice Wilkinson
Mrs Susan Brown
Jan Hammond
Tower Captain:
Mrs P Elliston
Wendy Williams
Catherine Balchin

932 0264
934 1791
926 2365
969 5967
969 6609
934 2840

1st Charvil Rainbows
Charvil Art Club
Charvil Branch Conservatives
Charvil Brownies
Charvil Guides
Charvil Gym Club
Charvil Mothers & Toddlers Club
Charvil Parish Council
Charvil Pre-School Playgroup
Charvil Senior Residents Club
Charvil Women's Club
Charvil Youth Club

Guider: Brenda Cowdery
Secretary: Mr W G Crane
Mrs E Hobbs
White Owl: Rozanne White
Naomi Simpson
Sally Jones
Tracy Ray
Clerk: Mr I Cohen
Secretary: Helen Myers
Miss C Edwards
Mrs S Newman
Rachel Sale

934 5698
934 5791
934 0528
901 7818
934 1392
966 5480
934 5892
901 7693
934 2144
969 2114
934 0589
932 0853

Sonning & Charvil Baby-sitting
Mrs Vanessa Jones
934 1185
Circle
E-mail vanessalouisejones@hotmail.com
Sonning & District Chernobyl
Shirley Chard
969 8086
Children's Lifeline Link Group
Sonning Art Group
Chairman: Mr G B Webster
944 0699
Sonning Branch, British Legion
Chairman: Gordon Barnett
969 6693
Sonning Brownies
Leader: Miss D Reeves
969 2987
Sonning C of E Primary School
Head Teacher: Mrs L Green
969 3399
Sonning Conservatives
Secretary: Mary Jones
944 2877
Sonning Cricket Club
Memberships: Ali Driver
969 2698
Sonning Flower Club
Secretary: Mrs A Thomas
986 7550
Sonning Glebe Art Club
Julian Toms
969 0100
Sonning Glebe WI (eve mtgs)
Mrs D Moulsley
961 8829
Sonning Guides
Leader: Sue Jones
969 6628
Sonning Lawn Tennis Club
Secretary:Catherine
969 1499
Botwright
Sonning Liberal Democrats
John Edmonds
969 0017
Sonning Parish Council
Clerk, Mrs L Bates
969 7753
Sonning Rainbow Guides
Leader: Mrs Debbie Knox
969 4470
Sonning RNLI
Chairman: David Bates
969 7753
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Sonning School Parent-Teachers
Association
1st Sonning Scouts Group
1st Sonning Scouts Group
1st Sonning Scouts Group
1st Sonning Scouts Group

Chairman: Mrs Carolynn
Hughes
GS Leader: Wendy Cherry
Scout Leader: Mike Watts
Cub Scout Leader:
Beaver Scout Ldr: Trefor
Fisher

Sonning Table Tennis Club
Sonning Twinning Association
Sonning Toddler Group
Sonning Village Players
Sonning & Sonning Eye Society
Sonning Village Show
Sonning Working Men's Club
Friends of Ali’s Pond
Masquerade Drama & Dance
Group for Young People
Monday Club

Alan Tinson
Ken Henderson
Elizabeth Tonge
Secretary: Mr S Atkins
Secretary: Mrs P Feathers
Secretary: Mrs Heather Hine
Secretary: Colin McEwen
Alastair Driver
Clare Hatfield

Pearson Hall
Pearson Hall Mgmt Committee

Caretaker & Bookings:
Mrs Jenny Adams
Secretary: Mr Colin McEwen

934 0300

Badminton Club
Fitness Training
Longmead Bridge Club
Rotary Club, Loddon Vale
Serinette Ladies Choir
Short Mat Bowling Club
Tuesday Club
Vivace Girls Choir

Mrs P Pardoe
Chris Banks
Chairman: Tony Cowling
Secretary: Norman Moulsley
Suzanne Newman
Mrs S Newman
Mrs Marjorie Bennet
Suzanne Newman

934 5643
934 0832
969 5181
961 8829
934 0589
934 0589
934 5059
934 0589

Ali's Pond
Sonning & Charvil
services
Sonning Working
Men's Club
Sonning-onThames
Sonning Art
Group
Sonning School

Leader: Ken Trimmings

934 4784
926 2363
962 8388
969 3279
969 0782
969 3027
969 2080
969 1134
934 3193
969 8653
934 0300
969 2698
07973
918225
969 1072
969 7692

E-mail: ali@sonningdrivers.plus.com
www.parishes.oxford.anglican.org/sonning/index.htm
www.btinternet.com/~sonning_club/news.html
archive.museophile.sbu.ac.uk/sonning
www.sonningartgroup.org.uk
www.sonning.wokingham.sch.uk
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DO YOU NEED TO GET FIT, LOSE WEIGHT OR RELIEVE STRESS ?

EXERCISE or receive SPORTS THERAPY MASSAGE
at HOME. All equipment provided.
It’s convenient, comfortable and saves you time.
The exercise programme includes a complimentary fitness
assessment.
Lose weight for that special
occasion,.
Nutritional advice available

Improve aerobic fitness ?
Reduce the risk of disease.

Relieve stress with massage or
Improve flexibility and
take Sports Therapy Massage to
strengthen core muscles to
help you
reduce back pain and bladder
recover from an injury such
weakness. Leading to a more
as a pulled muscle.
comfortable future.

DO YOU OWN A FIT BALL?
Do you know how to use it effectively?
Why not learn how
Fit ball instruction available
Fit ball | stability ball | core stability
work, improves your strength, power,
balance, posture and protects the spine.

Call 07799 412059
or send an email to info@jlwFitness.co.uk
Gift vouchers available on request.
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