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Everyone Welcome!
Facemasks are no longer required in church but do please continue 
to wear them if you feel more comfortable doing so.

You will be guided by the welcome team to receive communion at 
the appropriate time. We cannot administer wine and there can be 
no kneeling at the rail so please come up in single file to the priest 
who will stand on the chancel step and in the side chapel. No hand 
to head contact will take place for blessings and the priest will not 
say anything as the wafer is placed onto the hand. We have gluten 
free communion wafers for those with gluten allergies. Please let one of 
the welcome team know if you would like to receive one at communion.

If you are hard of hearing, we have a hearing loop in church. Please 
turn your hearing aid to position ‘T’ to use it.  Large print copies of this 
service booklet are available.

Please would parents ensure that their children stay with them at 
all times.  The children's area remains closed and unfortunately 
there will be no toys available.  Sunday Club and STAY are running 
today and every 2nd, 4th and 5th Sunday of each month in the Ark 
(Sunday Club) and the St Sarik Room (STAY).   

At the end of the service please leave via the south door.  If you are 
unable to manage the steps please exit via the north door.  

Please do join us for refreshments after the service in The Ark 
and if the weather is good on the lawn outside.  



The responses and prayers in BOLD type are said by all

Please stand for the hymn (A&M 765)

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation;
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation:
All ye who hear, now to his temple draw near,
Joining in glad adoration.

Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth;
Shieldeth thee gently from harm, or when fainting sustaineth: 
Hast thou not seen how thy heart's wishes have been
Granted in what he ordaineth?

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee;
Surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend thee;
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do,
If to the end he befriend thee.

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him!
Let the Amen sound from his people again:
Gladly for ay we adore him.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Please sit for the welcome and notices.

      Prayers of Preparation and Penitence

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord.   Amen.

God the Father forgives us in Christ and heals us by the Holy Spirit.
Let us therefore put away all anger and bitterness, all slander and malice,
and confess our sins to God our redeemer.                              cf Ephesians 4:30, 32

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you and 
against our neighbour in thought and word and deed, through negligence, 
through weakness, through our own deliberate fault. We are truly sorry 
and repent of all our sins. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who 
died for us, forgive us all that is past and grant that we may serve you in 
newness of life to the glory of your name.   Amen.



Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Please stand to sing the Gloria in Excelsis

Glory to God, glory to God. Glory to God in the highest.

Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

Glory to God, glory to God. Glory to God in the highest.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.

Glory to God, glory to God. Glory to God in the highest.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
In the glory of God the Father.

Glory to God, glory to God. Glory to God in the highest.

Please remain standing       The Collect for the Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity

God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit 
upon your Church in the burning fire of your love:
grant that your people may be fervent in the fellowship of the gospel
that, always abiding in you,
they may be found steadfast in faith and active in service;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen

Please sit       THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

New Testament Reading:  James 3: 1-12                                        New International Version 

Not many of you should become teachers, my fellow believers, because you 
know that we who teach will be judged more strictly. We all stumble in many 
ways. Anyone who is never at fault in what they say is perfect, able to keep 
their whole body in check.

When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can 
turn the whole animal. Or take ships as an example. Although they are so 
large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very small rudder 



wherever the pilot wants to go. Likewise, the tongue is a small part of the 
body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by 
a small spark. The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the 
body. It corrupts the whole body, sets the whole course of one’s life on fire, 
and is itself set on fire by hell.

All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and sea creatures are being tamed and 
have been tamed by mankind, but no human being can tame the tongue. It is 
a restless evil, full of deadly poison.

With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse human 
beings, who have been made in God’s likeness. Out of the same mouth come 
praise and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this should not be. Can both 
fresh water and salt water flow from the same spring? My brothers and 
sisters, can a fig-tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt 
spring produce fresh water.

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

Please stand for the gradual hymn (A&M 652)

1. Guide me, O thou great Redeemer,
Pilgrim through this barren land;
I am weak, but thou art mighty;
Hold me with thy powerful hand:
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,
Feed me now and evermore,
Feed me now and evermore.

3. When I tread the verge of Jordan,
Bid my anxious fears subside;
Death of death, and hell’s destruction,
Land me safe on Canaan’s side:
Songs and praises, songs and praises,
I will ever give to thee,
I will ever give to thee.

  

Please remain standing for the Gospel Reading:  Mark 8: 27-end    (NIV)

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark:   Glory to you O Lord.

 Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the 
way he asked them, ‘Who do people say I am?’

They replied, ‘Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one 
of the prophets.’

2. Open now the crystal fountain
Whence the healing stream doth flow;
Let the fiery cloudy pillar
Lead me all my journey through:
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer,
Be thou still my strength and shield,
Be thou still my strength and shield.



‘But what about you?’ he asked. ‘Who do you say I am?’

Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah.’

Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him.

He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and 
be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that 
he must be killed and after three days rise again. He spoke plainly about this, 
and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.

But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. ‘Get 
behind me, Satan!’ he said. ‘You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but 
merely human concerns.’

Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: ‘Whoever 
wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses 
their life for me and for the gospel will save it. What good is it for someone 
to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in 
exchange for their soul? If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them 
when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord:   Praise to you, O Christ.

Please sit        The  Sermon

Please stand                The Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him 
all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate 
from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

Please sit or kneel          Prayers of Intercession

The end of each prayer concludes with ‘Lord, in your mercy’ to which we respond: 
Hear our prayer. 
And at the end: ‘Merciful Father’ to which we respond 
Accept these prayers, for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen.
      THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT
The Peace 

Christ is our peace.  He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross.  
We meet in his name and share his peace.  The peace of the Lord be always 
with you   
And also with you.

       Preparation of the Table
Please stand for the Offertory hymn (A&M 678)

1. In Christ alone my hope is found,
He is my light, my strength, my song;
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground,
Firm through the fiercest drought and 
  storm.
What heights of love, what depths of 
  peace,
When fears are stilled, when strivings 
  cease!
My Comforter, my All in All,
Here in the love of Christ I stand.

2. In Christ alone! - who took on flesh,
Fullness of God in helpless babe.
This gift of love and righteousness,
Scorned by the ones He came to save:
Till on that cross as Jesus died,
The wrath of God was satisfied -
For every sin on Him was laid;
Here in the death of Christ I live.   

3. There in the ground His body 
  lay,
Light of the world by darkness 
  slain:
Then bursting forth in glorious day
Up from the grave He rose again!
And as He stands in victory
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me,
For I am His and He is mine -
Bought with the precious blood of 
  Christ.

4. No guilt in life, no fear in death,
This is the power of Christ in me;
From life's first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man,
Can ever pluck me from His hand:
Till He returns or calls me home,
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand.



Please sit             The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord is here:  His Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts:  We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God: It is right to give thanks and praise.

Father, we give you thanks and praise through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, 
your living Word, through whom you have created all things; who was sent by 
you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. By the power of the Holy Spirit 
he took flesh; as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, he lived on earth and 
went about among us; he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; he put an 
end to death by dying for us; and revealed the resurrection by rising to new 
life; so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we 
proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you and singing:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the power 
of your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and 
wine may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; who, in the 
same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for 
you; do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it 
to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

We sing   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect sacrifice 
made once for the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty 
resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, we 
celebrate this memorial of our redemption.

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring before 
you this bread and this cup and we thank you for counting us worthy to stand 
in your presence and serve you. 



Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom all 
who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of 
St Andrew and all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever 
and ever.  Amen.

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

             Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread.

             Giving of Communion
Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he 
gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you. 

Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord, trusting in 
our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. 
We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. 
But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy. 
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son 
Jesus Christ and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made 
clean by his body and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 
and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen.

We sing:
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.

If you are a communicant member of any Christian Church you are welcome to take 
communion with us, or if you would prefer a blessing please bring this booklet with 
you when you are invited to the communion rail.
The choir will sing the hymn “Will you come and follow me" and the anthem “The Lord 
bless you and keep you” (John Rutter) 



                  Prayer after Communion
Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were still far 
off you met us in your Son and brought us home. Dying and living, he 
declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. May we 
who share Christ’s body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life 
to others; we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. Keep us firm 
in the hope you have set before us, so we and all your children shall be 
free, and the whole earth live to praise your name; through Christ our 
Lord.  Amen.

Please stand                   THE DISMISSAL
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  Amen.

Recessional hymn (A&M748)

1. O Jesus, I have promised
To serve thee to the end;
Be thou forever near me,
My Master and my Friend;
I shall not fear the battle
If thou art by my side,
Nor wander from the pathway
If thou wilt be my guide.

2. O, let me hear thee speaking,
In accents clear and still,
Above the storms of passion,
The murmurs of self-will;
O, speak to reassure me,
To hasten, or control;
O, speak, and make me listen,
Thou guardian of my soul.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ.  Amen.

Organ voluntary:  Ein feste burg ist unser Gott (JC Bach)

3. O Jesus, thou hast promised
To all who follow thee
That where thou art in glory
There shall thy servant be;
And Jesus, I have promised
To serve thee to the end;
O, give me grace to follow,
My Master and my Friend.

4. O, let me see thy foot-marks,
And in them plant mine own;
My hope to follow duly
Is in thy strength alone.
O, guide me, call me, draw me,
Uphold me to the end;
And then in heaven receive me,
My Saviour and my Friend.



Songs of Praise Celebration - this evening at 5pm. The preacher will be 
the 103rd Archbishop of Canterbury, Lord Carey, and the new organ will 
also be dedicated during the service with a special honouring of all those 
who sponsored a stop. A drinks reception will follow in the Ark Garden.
Rendezvous lunch club: Bookings for the next lunch club on Tuesday 
14th September are now closed but you can book for the following one on 
Tuesday 28th September (menu is corned beef hash with grilled tomatoes 
and mushrooms - vegetarian option stuffed mushrooms - followed by 
chocolate cherry trifle).  Please email or phone Hilary in the church office 
to book.
Messy Church resumes on Sunday 19 September at 3pm in The Ark.  The 
theme for this month is 'Hope'.  Do contact Kate on 
revkate@sonningparish.org.uk if you would like more details or just come 
along on the day.
New Shepherds - If you would like to be part of the new St Andrew’s 
Shepherd scheme please email Liz Nelson at Liz.nelson1@ntlworld.com, 
or write to her via the parish office or telephone her on 07791944270. 
From time to time we can all benefit from a chat with a fellow Christian 
whatever the circumstances may be - loneliness, family problems, job 
stress for example. We can also all suffer from great sadness and despair 
at any time of our lives. Whatever the need, a friendly chat with someone 
outside of our usual circle of family and friends can help lift our spirits 
and help us appreciate that we are not alone.
Liz is looking for a core list of people who are willing to be Shepherds 
and as the need arises they will be allocated a contact to ring. This might 
mean that you will be ringing someone once a week for many weeks to 
come (or even years) or just one or two phone calls might be all that’s 
required, in which case your name would be added back onto the list of 
available Shepherds.
Obviously there are two sides of the Shepherds scheme, so please state 
clearly if you would like to be a Shepherd or if you’d like someone to call 
you. Thank you.  
Food Bank Donations - Woodley Food Bank is very short of coffee, 
spaghetti, custard and fruit juice and short of sugar, tinned fish or meat, 
vegetables, tomato soup, biscuits, sweets, crisps, oil.  If you would like to 
make a donation please place it in the green box near the church entrance.
FOSTAC - Thank you to all who contributed to the garden party which 
raised £1,261.

 Parish News



Vicar: Revd Jamie Taylor 0118 969 3298 vicar@sonningparish.org.uk 
(off duty Friday)
Associate Vicar: Revd Kate Wakeman-Toogood 0746 380 6735 
revkate@sonningparish.org.uk (Working in Parish Tuesday, Friday & Sunday)
Lay Minister: Bob Peters 0118 377 5887 bob@sonningparish.org.uk
Youth Minister: Chris West 07946 224 106 youthminister@sonningparish.org.uk
Parish Adminstrator: Hilary Rennie 0118 969 3298 office@sonningparish.org.uk 

The Parish Office is open from 9am - 1pm Monday - Friday.  At all other times please 
leave a message or send an email and we will get back to you as soon as possible.

Parish Contacts

Please send items for this booklet to the Parish Administrator by 12 noon on Wednesday
Cover photo :  Church office

Prayer Team and Pastoral Visiting
If you have a person or situation that you would like the prayer team to pray 
for, please email brief details to prayer@sonningparish.org.uk .  The sick 
are now prayed for weekly on the Parish Prayer Bulletin rather then during 
services for reasons of confidentiality.

We remember any who have died who are known to us.
Reo Muir, Tania Niland

We remember any whose anniversaries fall around this time:
Kelvin Bushnell, Archibald Barons, Roly Hunt, Terry Hooper, 
Edward Bertram, Gwynneth Mason, Harry Walker, Eveline Docherty

The Week Ahead
Tuesday 14 September
  9.30am Morning Prayer   In Church 
12 noon Rendezvous Lunch Club  The Ark
  2.30pm  Funeral of Reo Muir    In Church

Wednesday 15 September
10.00am Holy Communion      The Ark

Saturday 18 September
  1.30pm Wedding of Jack Whitfield and In Church
    Eleanor Fry

Sunday 19 September
  8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)     In Church
10.30am Family Communion   In Church 


